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Cl IA PTE ]{ 1 

RoMfi'la^ in the embrace ot a p"l<len afternoon, one of tt^se 
clear afternoons of autuifin whi^^i hold no furetasf^ hi win^'r 
V^a^ess, b^t which arc mellow arid soft, which se/j^gesV to 
tn^ rniii^ the gloiw' of barest, the mcri'inn nt aftd opulence 
Jiie' vintage, •.Then the sur\s of n.^n take from the earth 
her gi^ts with j'.'V aiid a careless thankfidness. The 

^ose of the ilexes the l>ore||( sc Garck ns threw their 

uj^jn ti^paths f^bout the I'iazza di Siena. The tall 
pipg trees showed their round dark heads on thj crest of the 
i^ill by the Porta Pinciana. But in tfie Giardino del Bago, 
near the t^nple of /Esculapius, the red and the golden leaves 
wei^ falHng along tlic edge uf the opa(jue water, and the 
black figures (.if the stinjehts fn^n the thi.aslogical colleges, 
who haunt this quiet ejielosure, cumi^ig and going among the 
.'cs, or bending motionless over their books of devotion in 
sheltered places^were n lieved against a delicate wonder of 
colour that touched them with romance. Upon the circular 
riding track that gillies the»grassy i.ipen spae'c where games 
wre ^laycc^ by the student.s and youths of Koine, officers in 
pniAirm cantereJ by, sitting sipiarely on their horses. Work- 
m^en in soft^^aWT t^eit jackets loosely tied by the sleeves 
round tiicir l^awny ftecks, went past smoking Toscanas, and 
tnlking^loudly. |Strangcrs, seeking the intimate spell of the 
Gracious City, (Reamed on seats beneath hie pines 'Bear the 
iriiccherili. Here anfl there a painter was reverently at 
wofk, h^elped pierffaps by the murmur of .water/al]j|iig into 
th^ ra^ssy basin of an aniique fotmtain. Her5 *nd tMere 
a gay bicyclist sj^n by, and the purr of a*nK)tor-oar,jDr^t- 
ing the hijl from the Piazza del Popolo, Btruok a modorn 
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note in these Vagin gnYdvns. And tfje light 
children thrilled through the languorous air and rang out in 
the sunshine. 

Por it was the children’s hdur in the Villa Boi^ghese. 

,Thc stalwart nurses in their flowing ribbons, with im.nense 
earning pins, almost like dag/\. rs, stuck thrciugu theijc bepd- 
J dresses! widked proudly, earryibg, or whfehMg, their cha-ges, 
the (fark-eycd birnbi of Rome. Older children, clasping 
dolls, or cfurelessly cherishing as accustomed po3sessi<5ns, 
^Mdoved but thoroughly known, large Teddy bears, walked 
or skipped blitluly ah>ng tin- paths, ciyhng but like birds 
to each otlier, darting t'l imd fro as if full o' nivsterious 
purpose not to be di\ iii d b_v their elders, or ga/.ibge.t the 
hofsemeiirand motors s\ith a eoi;'entration bohiniR which 
If^vhgmal tracts of d' sire, of d< wy le p' S, of liright, sp*uig- 
ing imag*iivations. Soinc liuys weis' pla'.niig footwall, iiot 
cleverlb, but lustily, evcrei-'ing Mcir iimlo with a r^f^t*H•s 
joy, and filling the air with tle ir ^hoiits. Many your;^- girls, 
with bright, watchful e}a s and deymre lips, nioe r J .slowiv 
with thnr English 'T (i^ rui'in goss iiiesy^s towc^ls ‘ <>■ 
I’jncio. ^ 

It was a'Patiirila}*, iiul at lliti' o'clock there would be 
music ill the ke "-k fis an I in- li ind ■ d the t'anflunieri. 

■ So tine \sas tlie aft' riioon that a ej-owd of people wiujil 
probably be there. It uas ''al ly m N'i\ ember, and though 
the gay season "f Koue' h.fd imt bi gnn, uoiild led begin till 
after L'liristneis, thougrt the C'Astan/i had imt yeropmed its 
doors to O[iera-goers, and though many o|^ the R'jmao aris¬ 
tocracy still liiiLemed III tli' ir'C'umtry places, yet rHimerous 
palaces and apartments uere ajready ociuipied, most the 
diplemiats aceredit< d to the (,)uiimal tfhid the Vatican ha<^ 
returned to their duties, and in tli^ liot'd^ ig,d ?hV inriilSiier- 
able pensions there was a goodly nujiit''i-i ,,^'gfi|6.sts. So the 
young girls and their goe eriiesses walketl towiftris th^ Piiieio, 
intent on hearing the music, but sliU more^intent on*having 
a peep at the woiid. 

As tl)c hour stnick, the ccnduetoririgok his staAd in tb'; 
pillareij kiosk, settled his peaked cap firinly on* his b?ad 
wi^i aJpaiiof martiaJ resolution^ threw back his lon’^loiilk, 
lifted ^is arm, and the first notes of a potflourri of airs frfin 
Alia rang out to tlie waiting crowd. 
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tlit wa^ not a very large crowu as yer, arfd it was not at 
Gill fftsMonabk. The clnklrca were there, the young girls 
with their chapej^ns, tourists, students, casual old gcntJe- 
infli mi th i^’vt'spapers, odd n^issiaius apd G'^imans, little 
>Frenoia painters in soft,hats, flowing ties,^and corduroy 
t&klPlooked^^Like divicSd skirts, indcfrendent English^ 
and AraeHcark w’omen'witli oj^Ta-glasscs Q^'er their shoulders 
ana giSd<»books in their hands. Hut there wei^ few gjy 
—nrrttv women, few smart Italian n, ,aD,d not many 
of the idle c^r,—-ajElitans who year by year f^fame to wintc^ 
in The crowd on ^iiit whatTt. used to be. 

^.nd tt was cailv, Wlc'U xUt^, ^qJ the 

Pincio.aSd thb pu-vsegg/n/a did come, thry wouhlsfey^-tfKuiy 
of theng^ till-^be sun set.^ill tlie^stiajght fringe of j^ine-tr#cs 
Ahat crown.s the hillitop between St. Pi-ter’s ami Vonje 
ww'^ilaek against the rose or the amljcr of the sIvy, 
‘iJl, under the ilex Ir^'s of>:he Villa Horyhese tiTe skadows 
w'ere^-ep and sombre, aryl the murmur (sf the fountains 
like^ie whisper of the night stealing to take possession 
(.^pir V agaf territory. 

Cattle iron eharhs were dotted al)out in the neighbourhood 
of tMe ki osk, and presently a euu[>le of young Eu(glishwomcn 
\>%lked brisklvyup and took possession of two of them. 

were^daiiily dresstel in dark skirts ami blouses, with 
belts round their trim waists, and llowereel huts on their 
fluffy^hair. Their fae'es were ful4 of excitement, and they 
gat down ii’,*ti jilace that comnianded A good view of the road 
wfth air almost eif triumph. 

We sfcall see spleiulidly hrr^*, Jenny,’ sniel one. ‘ Shan’t 
‘w’tf ? I*'wonder if there’ll be any prinee'sses ! They say 
Rome’s fairly full ^ them. I <lo wish we had semie one 
W’itli^s thilUcouId tell u» who they all are. And we’ll go 
d<nvn the st(u*s vK.l;4J:»-it^’3 over am’ get a cup of tea in the 
PiAzzer, shall wa* ? J'ou know ! At that place where we 
went TluirsdaV after St. Pe ter’s.' 

Th«y settled riiemselves tei stare. Thay belonged to a 
{^rty of Hnglish schorl-teachers w ho, having all contjibuted 
to %comnjon fund* were now, under the auspices of one of 
•thc*e agencies which run cheap trips on the JV)iltin<^t, 
passing n week in ilome. 

Ibe crowd gradually thickened as tile time difwSo 



'VINE 

towards four, aAd tfie young womcji found mA^ tbitigs 
to attract their attention sind to stir thern to comment. 
They wondereci at the si^ht of men enclosed in broughams, 
often with ^he windows up, revolving slo'^tlv round ^d 
round. They marvelled at the o^d shapes of som^^f the 
.motor-cars of loreign makes that drew up on tfce otjjet ^de 
of tht^ road. Tl^e hats of tf-rtafn caruoruU^fie front ^he 
l\-atfr) OT\'mpia roused thoni to excited discusfion. ^nS 
they gained gjealMjleivsure—tinged, they thought a 

certain high inte]|<^iiality—in trv'ing to'v'-"'^ '^ut iromJ:he 
^ctismopolitab throng the vo’-'-'''' oatK^nalitias repre^er^ted 
in it. 

Prcacntly their happily agile curiosity was cajgj^t and 
fi:ted by the twn occupants of a p.iberly colout"d, but per¬ 
fectly t/uHt, \ i<'t')ria, which went sh'wly bv, vanished anil, 
reS^ppcAYcd, having circled among tlie ilexes. 

IvOf>k, ‘Jenny ! Wtmt a littly duck of a dog I What.f. 
kind is it ? ’ 

' It isn’t a It>m ! ’ 

‘ No. Is it a King Cliarlcs ’ 

‘ N<it it ! I believe it’s oiiT* of, the DaFC di'gs th.at (Jane 
from China^ and thr^t cost a mint of monev. Dear ! v do 
wish 1 wa.s rich. I should hke to sit there like she docs wr'h 
that dog ill niy She must hi; happv.’ 

‘She’ wfvs the otlicr o<'cupant of the victoria, whi^l at 
thisCiT'mcnt passed out of si ght. 

‘ Somehow I don’t think sh^ looked hajipy,’ saj.d the^tthcr 
scluxsl-tcacher, pulling down Iwr belt—a young Italiijn hUd 
just sent her an expressive gflance from*iiis wlvfty cye.s. 

‘ .She seemed very forul of the dog, if you like, tVhn wouldn’t* 
be ? I ’rn sure she just dotes An it. lint I shouldn’t hall it 
a liappy fage. There’s a !<:>t of tligse lailics in QjiFriagcs^ with 
dogs and what not, who don’t look half vi^v as you.’ 

‘ Oh, me ! Well, when should I look livgly* if not on a 
trip like this? I’\e been thinking about'it fdf years. 
There she comes jrgain ! 

This time the carriage drew up not far from the^tw'o girls, 
and th?! footman got down from the Do^and stocxl nc^r Vt 
like a.'^nUnel, while his mistress enjoyed the sun and ihe 
air, and lis^lened to the music. The dog ffom China, seated 
up#n tier knee in' a prominent manner, sniffed perpetufflly 
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wfth hM bluqt nose, and stared about him with heavy, 
dbnvex eyes, which seemed to b« swiniminff in a blui^ 
fluid. 

ou tfcink she ‘s foreign ? 

‘ Sjre’s daJk. !Perhapf^she ^ an Italian.’ 

^ I^er^’t believe it. Somehow I believe she’s Engii^h. 

S0h. no I •Never ! WhutVnakes you Chink so^ ’ 

‘ Sometftng—the way she sits.’ 

‘ Sits I How coyld any one sit any diiftTeift from the way 
she* d«es ? ’ 

‘T^w you Jo catch one up, Jenny ! The way she is then 1 
Sav wha^-Vou wilh*?hcre is an Isnylish wav and a foreicn 

- ^ - - O 

way. "I do^like her things. Look! She’s stroking t^ic 
dog’s bond. \Vould youTaii hei'preUv ? ’ 

“-> 08 . yw.’ 

'•VVell,“ I think it niiTe myst' rioiis than |Tretty—her 
\flio^a.lo(;ik, I nn^ui. Now she ’s g'C.^g on again.’ 

The M)tnian wars up on Tiis ho,\ onro more. The coach- 
,nmn tiUK'hod the hijr.scf with his \ship, and the carriage 
ino^al. JiNt this lyiinient tw<_) ehildn ii vith their 
atteijdant cainc between the sclio. il-teach<TS and yic c.arriage, 
a^nrl of about four years i.»ld and a much sm,'dl( r bo}', who 
sHuggIsd 4’r'>''ard with a ssat of haphazard pricautism, 
Itriigfhng, as if almost .intoxicated with triumph at his own 
powers in being able to walk ayall. IhJh children were 
clad ij| white plush coats and whit(; li^ts, and the girl, going 
biK'kwards before the boy, and holding out her arms triwards 
him, lAipt crying •ut ; ‘ Addin, Pe{.>pino ! Addin, IVppino 1 ’ 
,^^she receded, taking a charming care to keep always very 
near her brother. 

Pv^ipinu grew red with deterniination not to be escaped 
ffom.* With yreaJoughty, and almost ruthless air of a young 
wafrior, no l^ngef laugMng, but now' frowning with concen¬ 
tration, iie intto-sured the might of his short legs, encased in 
white woollen ganders, against the might of the impeding 
atmosphere. And still the girl roguishly ened out : 'Addio, 
Brppino ns she tenufted him prettily onwards. 

TfTe woftian in flie carriage looked at the babici^they 
Vrere little more—in their wkite coats, taking theii'fir^ sti^xs 
intd life ; at the girl child leading the boy child e#w^d 
with her voice and her outstretched arms. 
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Addio, Peppino'l Addio, Pcppino I 

Always the little pnri walked backwards keeping her eyes 
on the boy, ahd smiling, wnth her head a^ittle on one side. 
The woman put out une hand as if to fend thn childrf-t^(Tff. 
Perhaps she feared tliey niiglit Cisir.e t'so near to t]»e ^rriag's 
‘'wdieels. Her gesture was re[)ellen|t. The nur^b called out. 
T|re little, girl tuivnd and st^/.d still, staring ait the dog a,3 
if completely fasepialed. 

The woman' ga/w'l at her and at her small brother, and 
ithe di'g set.^iK'd tn ga.a- at tle in t(jo, with his hea'^' tyess 
which bulged beneath liis dmiwd ferehe.ad. 'llien theluTTSi^'S 
trotted, and the ws.niiaii \^as earri'al at^ay intii^th*^,midst of 
tlj^e thickening croud. 

As if • r’lisia (1 bv' a miiliia’. iinpulbe the two scTooln^eachers 
tiJifriNl and stare d at isaeli oflu i-, 'J’la light, tla;_cxcitcncnf^' 
had died away from their fae.o, 

‘ \N'ell ! ’ said she who was eaf7<-d .fdnnycit length, _witlxa 
deep breath ; ‘ w'ell, I nei'er 1 Uid you see that ? 

‘ Ves. She ilid look ’-the gi i k p.i 1 1 ed, as if f.eyking^ 
suitable word ' she did loot wwfnl ! ' dle^'cne] Fled lan^ I}' 

‘ Perhaps she hatees ehlldfen.’ 

‘ ( ill, no ^ It wiLsh’t t hat I liesid' w la > hates children ? 

' VoU newer kle iw .’ 

‘ Xo, .Jeuny, it wasn't that.’ 

The music st' gip'd. 

' I I'ote We go,' ..ud^.b nn','. I feel 1 isaiit a cup t*f tea.’ 

.'she got up. 

' It gets a bit cold towards sunset,’ she a^Jeled. 

‘ Ves, so it does. 1 shoiildTike semiething t.s war/n me 

The two girls went edf slowlv together. 

M eanw hile the wnmaii with the d''g, w he> had not seen the 
twe» girls, and w his \i as iiewe r t.o know <>/, tlTeir existence, 
made the round of the \’illa Ih .r^h^e, nnefiprescntly re¬ 
turned t<i the Pineio. 

Plea.se draw up on the terrace facing tl^c music,’'she said 
in Italian to the'Jootman, 

He f[roke to the co/ndiman, and tlfc victoria jofned a li;tc 
of carnages and motors on tlie terrace from which mi*/ be» 
6c%n a wute view over the cupol^ and tow'ers of Horne. 

Tire sun was ^till shining with a ten^perate brightness, 
and, despite the comment of the school-teacher,^ the air had^^ 
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not logits warmUa. Onre mor<* tlie ^anH was playing a 
air. The crowd had incrcasi'd. The space in front 
of the kiosk wa-s thronged with peojile. Tlofootman again 
gf»t cy>%s"n from ffie hox of thi» \ ietoria and stor'd besid# it, 
6o^hj(0 the X'icw of his njistn'ss was not impeded. Leaning 
^^a^ witlf tie dog still held her knee, she looked across 
thg j-oaiifcvay, ^ 

*Exactl}i in front of her, s’leaavs t'*) her carrifige, \ big, 
red motor-car was drawn uj). It coiitaitii-d^a tnlie of s'er>' 
fau" youngsters in F'rs'O’s and r'od e.aps. ‘’^Diey wcrgRussians, 
bl(:)(_'^iing wit4i healih, with stiinlv liml'S, fraiTk l.iluc eyes, 
tind primn'SC coloiged hair. .‘\mong tlu-m, almost im- 
mersc'l 1 « thbm, was a jcuriarch. His yellow, m riTie face, 
with OTL'inment ch'-' k-V'nes, l^is thick, snow-'jhjte hiir, 
rfihr'wca ns it W'-re tlnoneli a nio\ ing \ ' il of '•hildn-n, i'-liilh 
klf^st Iti'l'hnm from siglil. R- sid'' tie elianff< ur, who w^>re 
a lorng fan-shaped hl*i'k 1 anr.l, sat a small woman o/ about 
fort^ who looked liki' a g<i\ ia iiees. 

/The 'f^ildo-n, of rvhom tleas' W'-re probal'ly live or six, 
w^no n9)\os(^ about \\iLh such rapiddy— '•limbing <.in the 
sea^s, disajsi'earHig unex]"''li'dlv into the depths ijf the 
molbr, and with r.jual un''X[n ('l''lues* ]->o]ipini^ up again - 
t^at it was not*ensy to nnmtusr them, tdk''d |•"■rpetuaIly in 
^e^ch, nd^v among tlwinsehes. now to the go\'ern<'ss or t'j 
the old giTith'inan sunk down in t'le M'at of honour. They 
pointed at erwrything whi<*h int»rest'‘d them, beat time to 
the music with tlwir Ifttle soit hamfs—hands which looked 
sfrangely innocent—uttered shrill cries, an<l (lecasionally 
clambering up to si.ime ]>oint«)f vantag'-, tiimbh'd from it, 
dfawin^ shrieks of lauuht' r from safety-jdanteil brothers and 
sistei^. d'hi- goveitiess, turning, som'-linn-s laid up a 
w’atnjing llliger, which was joyously disregarded by all. 

to th e 0^4 gran<]j»aya, he remain' d calm ns siime con- 
tefitcd ol'l tri«s aboiit which young tendrils were twining, 
throwi»g th'-^U tender gno n arms about his gnarled and 
w(;-at4,ier-bi’aten rrunk, stris'ing to conceal the ravages c'f 


time -witk their fresh^jcauty, and clinging to his w'cll-tried 
Ttr^gth. 

ffhe w'oman in the \ ictoria watched this joyouj 
She waa just t-wenty-nin?-, but looked scarcely mo»e tnan 
twenty-sbs, despite her pale complexion,* and the {Athktic 



1« FRUITFUL VINE 

expression in he/ lalge, Jtep brown eyes, which h%9 hoavy 
lids, ven,’’ long upper and under lashes, and faint sna^Ws^ 
almost like rltjicate stains beneath them. They were not 
set straight in her head, but aJanted downwards towar<;^ h^r 
temples. IIer*evebrows, which were very long ai^d jef^I^k,. 
^ISo slanted nfarkedly downwards. Her white * face •W'os 
oval.and small, with a low forthcati framed ir^thidc, ’tjajiy 
bl»ck4iair> a straight, small nose, with nostrils \\bich oftPrf 
IcMikcd slightly di.sCendod, and a bc'autiful naiuth. tending 
downwards, like eyelids and evebrows, but only enough,to 
Be wistful in oxftressirin. The r(‘(i lips were pressed toi^tljer, 
almcrtst as if to retain srmie secret, ab.pe a delicatelv^fimt 
chin. The ears were tiny. II'T small Ifead, her g^bal^ eyes,■ 
her nostrils, and her cliarminglv ijraei ful neek^ which was 
Ic^ig tgniriooki (1 frail, had lei^ the friends of ])oh-ires Cf?nnvnge< 
to y’hristen her (ba/elh-. Many peegde liabitua^y*spo^H>f 
her as (iba/i'ile ('annynge, and tln^e wa,s reason for the nick-. 
name. She was tall .-fnd \cry sjirn, with fit tie ankb •f^anJ 
wri.sts, small, cbiieate feet .and hands. And in h(^- move¬ 
ments and all her w.ay.s th'Te w.a^ something ('ere.-tsiv-^' 
feminine and fastidious (hat wa'b al.>+;olnte|y natural, and that 
she was wln^lly unaware of. 

A shriek of l.aiiglder enme from the red n^dor-ear. Oi*' 
of the children had essa\'ed to jump from bi'sj,],. ([y- ehauffei^ 
to the seat next (Irandpapa, and fiad aeeoinplishecT an 
unusually sueee.ssful f.all. J']'. cn Old (Ir.andpajja w.as shaking 
slowly with mirth. .'Vnd I la-gi.;\ iTnes». w.as making grotesejiie 
faces in the endeaeamr to look stern above a mouth that wAs 
bent on smiling. 

Th e dog from Chin.a utl. red a multled bark. Ilis mistroGs 
topped his head to (]niet him,* .and loijke,] away from the 
radiant children t<.) the left, d’liert, on a bench.Iwmeath the 
ilex trees, sat a nurse in a white eaji aiuT aj»ron, holding' 
against her a prsdoiindly sleejiing elyld, wjiose face rwis 
covered with a white veil, and whose slnTt lege?, V' close 
wooillen gaiters, s^iek out in space with anvrrtlcss disregard 
of appearances which wirs comic, yet a^so pathetic,* 

For tl long time Dolorei gazed at the^e little legs, ^h?' 
no lon^r b<ard the gay noise of the music. She was #io 
lon^r conscious of the crowd. *She was,away in a-world 
of gUnling helplessness, in a world of instinctive trust. 
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at her side startled her,* It lliid > 

* Tyien you have bought the wonderful doggie I ’ 

A middle-aged and rather carelessly-dressed woman, in a 
iaeJ^ toque had gut tilted to one side when it oyght 

oTa/e been straight, wtvs stainling close to the carriage, 
lool^n^ af Bohsres with kind grey eyes, and holding out 
largt"' gt’ner^us hand. 'Abaut Iwr neck she had'a , long 
sflteamer^if purple gaiize, and round lier to(jue^wa#a big*" 
^gauze veil which liad gone hopch.'ssly \frrinjt. She clasped 
the hand of Dolofcs, and continued ; 

» bs he satisfactory? Has he brought you*the joy yoh 
^anticipated,’ 


‘ IJjit’X didn’t anficipate anything so evasive. Won’t you 
t ini 


int^ thff'carriage ? J ’in alhalope, as \'ou see*, 
will vou get oqt and take a little walk villi me 
u idee.’ 




he dog began to^scrai'd'h' and str< tch. 
e wants a walk. Wljat do you*eall him ? 


‘Nerij.’ 

"^^hey b*$^an^to stroll down tie- ik x H\'nuc, passing the 
nurse with the blei-ping'child, from whom Dolores looked 
awlv. 'Fhe dog accompanied them, ktejiping ilaintily, and 
stopping now' *nd then to siin ll the earth round the trunks 

t l^e trefs. 

\Vhv do you call Hie little wretch that ? 

‘ Mv husband baptized liim, »nd doesn’t love him at all. 
He savs pentr Nero had the dijl eye o4 an ege.tist and a tyrant. 
,\ndj le thinks the breed unnatural looking.’ 

‘ To 4 peak qinte frankly, sw do I,’ said Lady Sarah Ides. 
‘*The head is bulbous, but signifies luithing. The eyes are 
larg? but dull. Ami tin' expression seems to me fn tful, like 
tbjj. of a* naturally disagreeable jierson suffering from an 
attack of irjtiuenza. - Why didn’t you get a ti rrier ? ’ 

• ‘ Everj'body has ^ terrier. And terriers are so frightfully 
activoT’ 

‘Jake children. What dozens of children there are out 
to-day.’* 

J Yes,’, said DoU’res. ‘ Shall we turn and go to tlTe terrace 
f#r e minute ? There’s the Boccara ! I didn’t ^piow she 
waa back yet.’ 

* She nodded to a birdlike and very pretty w'ora«Q,^ith 
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Venetian red h<iir find Upturned eycbirows, wild ^'at that 
moment pa^ssed them in a landaulette. The pretty wordap 
smiled brilliantly, pnilcd a strinp, and the motor stopped. 

‘How nice to see you again I I’ve flist arrivedrfroin 
Paris. Motored all tlie way. Nino’s been in ^Iont(*^Carlo.; 
pbn’t ask me’why, or with v/hum. But I sfcall t^ll; you 
almost‘directly. I feel I'm g^'ing^to. Come,to t<«i at, Uie 
E.'^'celSlor b)-day. Can you ? ’ 

‘ Yes,’ said Doldres. ‘ I’m not obliged to go anywhere 
else this afternoon.’'"' 

' ‘ I ’ll tell fou then perhaps—probalily. Directly th(^ fun 
sets ! I ’ll be in the hall. What a deliciniis (Dg.^ So oddf' 
and e.xpcnsive looking. Bring him. I hive dri^s. ei^o/nuch* 
nierr than babies ! And then they^ion’t spoil of.e's ^ure 1 ’ 

^In^drove away. 

‘‘D’ymi know Madeleine Boccara ? ’ said Dolo'f'cs*to Lady' 
Sarah, ys tliVy went on towards tW’ terroce. ^ 

‘ No. She doesn’t come into my ambienic’. Rome, small 
as it is in com[)arison with lyoiidon and Paris, is fuV of setn 
which seldom mingle. And I’m a'n old thing, ttind 
churches and galleries, and walk in the byways, while the 
little Boccaiia goes tQ the Kx<'ebior and the (drand Hi^el. 

I’ve seen her often though, and of course sh<?'’s famous.’ 

‘ For her beauty you mean V 

‘ No. She’s the woman who has nevbr seen the Colosseum 
nr the Vatican, and who doom’t khow where they are, or says 
she doesn’t.’ 

‘ Little posmse I ' 

‘ Wc mustn’t forget she’s only been in Rome fur seven 
or eight years.’ 

‘ I know. She’s from Lyons* but sats she’s a Parisian. 

I’m rather fond of her, but Theo is«’t. He thinks she Rads 
all the frivolity of Rome.’ 

‘ But is Sir TlnsKlore such an enemy ‘ij tiarmiess frivolitR? 
*IIe must ha\ e seen a great deal of it when he was in"diplo- 
macy, and I never,bcard that he was a Puritan. 

‘ He i-sn’t. But since he retired-^ she stopped. Then^ 

she Raid' with a changed voice ; ‘ Oh ! if only hp hacin’t 
retired I> If.xinly he were still in the servica ! It’s such^a 
mistake^for'a man no older than Theo, with Theo’s nature, 
to rftir»so early, Such a mistake I ’ 
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T^er^ was in her*voice an emotfbn theit s»emed excessive, 
anS *er small face, always ver>" expressive, had become 
almost mysteriously intense. 
di(^ he i?tirc ? ’ 

‘ you know, Theo often acts suddenly. ’ He was ver}- 
di^affjpinCe^ at losing \ ienrra. He (juite tliought he ^as 
goii>g to^hav# it, and thift he, would do wonders tliero. And 
he simpl}4 hated the idea ol* being Minister at iStoekhukn. 
Stagnation varied by toboganning, he mdlcd it. And just 
at'thj.moment when he was in tliis milTul, all the Templeton 
nn^y came*to him and made him indi-pendent. lie ga\^‘ 
m lus re^jgiteition wiihout saying a word to nu-.’ 

‘ AvoT+f h(/ ha<l consulted vsu ? 

‘ I sijpuld»never have i t him yetii.e, ueViT.' 

spoke with a,sudden for<'e and determina!ioi^ tljat 
wwe aliftost startling. 

‘^would hav^' go[*e- to '^oeklK.lm, Pekin, Put.lgoiya, any¬ 
where with him rather th;gi that he Should retire.’ 

Lc4f^ Sarah put up her hand to her heael, and gave her 
f^ue a pish, .which --ent it imt into its proper jduev', but 
beyond. 

you think it srj very bad for hiii^to be ai^hout reg-ular 
dbcupation ? ’ •she ask'd, aft'T a iiL'eie iit, with a rather 
^dby^ous gftince towards le r companion. 

‘ Yes, I do, I knolv it is.’ 

Tl^ey had ome to the terruee,*and leov st'.M.id still looking 

^own over'Rorne. 

S(:*ne bells were ringing beneath tleun. The golden air 
was fuli of voices, the sky full of the touching light >A late 
fffterndon, which seems to tremble with wonder at its own 
magic, like a soul Sliding within itself a virtue that comes 
frbOi afar.* Several peo]*le were standing by the balustrade 
and lookinjj* down. • .•^rnong them was a priisst, evidently 
Englisji, broad built, with blue eyes, and a strong, but 
tendeP face. He glanced at U'slores, then turned his eyes» 
towards St. Peter's. His lips movetl. P<rhaps he was mur¬ 
muring prayer, ^nun, dressed in violet and black, cami? 
up*at tht head of.a little band cif children, who followed her 
at lambs follow a shepherd of the Campagn^. ^he, too, 
looked towards «fet. Peters with her quiet eye's, ^^hicl! re¬ 
sembled the eyes of a child. For a nwraent she «tojy>€d. 
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and all the children at^once gathered* eagerly fcftn/ her, 
lifting their innocent faces to hers, which was equ^V irftiq- 
cent. She spyke to tlioin in Italian, sayii^ somethir^ about 
‘ 7^ Papa,’ and pointing with one thin, Kind-k)okLg» Lwd 
towards the'great "dome wliieh diitniruited the cit/.^T^c^ 
she walked on'witli lier ll<>ek (xdiinrl her, c<nilidiiig1v' tre^dmg 
in herKjt.ste[>s, atiil l(ioking \aTy hap[>y and ycn taie, , 
liear, vlear liftle things! said Lady Saraii^ followffl^ 
them \\ith her wliieli had lilled \Mtli ti'ars. ‘Dear 

little puriliers of tllT' ^vo^ld ! Ah, I ofti H uish now thai I 
♦.vere a nun*teaehi/ig at the .S;i(Te ('(Cin'. Uist Suia^rj^" I 
wars there at Benedietiou. And how I ivislied ipwh'Ji'i I sas? 
the little innocent creatures in their \*eils lilfng a* l^hind' 


llle. 


• ‘1 cannot imagine you a rmn.’ 

‘%No, my dear ! And y<iu are (piite right, I ’nr^a •lustyisld’ 
Wruldling :rtid ijuit'' nnlll ^r the ^gn of de\r 

She put up a iiaiidfo.ndiief agd wiped Tier ey(.s isf^auv, 
then pulled h< r \ eil III! lie aw ry. 

‘ And Vou could mwa r shut out yUur Is h'Ved KomeV 
Dolores, ‘your liel.wed Pagan'Honi''. t'euia and sit in the 
carriage forJ:en inimyes. If we stay here, \er('i— 

,\t this moment Nero uttered a piereing* cry. A chiM 
had inadvertentIv truddi n on one of his ddi^ite pj^wf^/ 
Dolores lient do\sn epiiekK' and picked‘him up. l!ut she did 
not pet him. And when Uew- w1 re in the \ ietoria she put 
him down on the ik n ir, ;»nd told I lim lit was ti> sit^juiet. 

‘ You an.' not like M.'ideleine lloeearn,' I'ontinued Dolores ; 


‘ you love Reiine,’ 

‘ .■\nd not only Pagan Pome. Put don't you ? 

‘ I didn’t Want at all to com*' hack tins year. I wcfrited 
tei go to Cannes, or .Mentone, ,ir I^yiit. Put Theo w^uld 
conn.'. Of course I didn’t t- h him I wat tirr'i.f oV-Pome.’ 

She' arlded the last words ratln r hmstijy, amJ tliey did nflt 
^ound ([uite sincere. 

‘ Put why not tyll liini—if you really are tired ? ’ 

‘ I don’t choose to.’ 

She lobked down at the dog, and smoothed the Jiglit jug 
that lay^ovyr her knees with one of her narrow', delicate 
han^. 

‘pieV were difbculties,’ she continued slowly. ’ You 
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tet 'w^Kad takfn*that apartment in fhe fearbcrini Palace. 

doubt we might have got out of it, but ’—she turned and 
looked at Lady I^rah—‘ I had no real rcasoiTto give against 
whit*ring l^ert, and I didn’t n7sli to seem whi^t I am not.’ 

^ ^ \l^at’s that, my degr ? ’ 

^ ‘ J\. pajxic^ous woman.’ 

Are ^'ourfiever capricious? ’ 

’*I.^dy ^rnh was smiling. 

’ Not with Thco. At least I dtsn’t Uimk 1 am.’ 

•Sh^ said the lAst words rather hesitatingly and shrwly, 
rai^i^g her tA'ebrows a little, and hx'king \ery timnghtful 
*and unc( 2 nsi'ions id^Ja rself. 

‘ Ijua^ be*about .small things ; buying a partieiilar (l<‘g, or 
s^^me r^nscflse of that kmid. H*it ir’t alioiit theg:lwngs l4^at 
.mi^er, the big things in 'I’hech.s life and mine. I oftenAhitik 
InJI he v^Hwmjig things men arc more enprieious than we are.’ 
^ SJ^ sighed Sei^tly. ♦ I.adT Sarah felj: inelined to gi-fc- her a 
gooiUluig. 

/Theitikwas soniethingjn Doh.ires that ap[)eal<d to Wona.m 
as •to yien, a soft ngt ur.iliiess th;it w;ns scdneti\'e. 
Yet it was impo^siMe to |(Mik at h< r and m-t to f(‘< l that it 
shcAnce made a res.ilve she would [irotniMv earr^ it out with 
afl invincible llimness. d'hos(; lips \sere imt pre.ssed togetlcT 
di^tli^iut a'V<'as<in that lay in her ch.araeter. Ihit the eyes 
seamied to say th.at not <-aMlv rvouM slie take- a strong 
resolve. 

‘ ^^en cafl their ca[n iees Hieir faTi.s,’ said Lady Sar.ah. 
‘*l3utrfince yon a^e settled in Home, my d<‘ar child, v hy not 
use it asdl do ? 


As ;fou do ? ’ 

‘ ATs. I tliink y(7u know how that is. Home is to me 
con.Si'latii 111* ’ 

Dolorc-s ed (vs*i^ startled. Her little head turned 

quickly on lie? long •neck, and her eyes hccarne suddenly 
bright and scarehmg us they looked into Latly Sarah’s. 

‘ \Vln' should I need cisnsolation ? ’ shcNuid. 

And in*ticr \'oice th«re was a distinct sound of defyuice. 

‘ Vest cj us do, ibeliee c.’ 

Boroles laughed. 

‘ If I did do yoi^thirik I could find it among marble itatUes 
or in the aisles of old churches ? ’ 
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Would you ^ratner seeic ror it in % cotillon the 
Excelsior ? ’ 

‘ I didn’t say*that.’ 

‘ Well,* said Lady Sarah, ‘T need consmati5r)^badl^ lujd 
I find it in Ron-ic.’ 

* Dolores’ face softened, and sfle put her hand f#r a n^oijienf 
Ion he^con^ranir.nV knee. 

^Ikn rev, I kmiw. But at least you’ve had the (yily thin^ 
wnrth having.’ . 

' Dm yi-)U rneau children 

Doldres niMved her head. 

' Ves, I ha\'i.' had them and I have hM thrm.’ 

.\lmost with lierc'eui'ss I turtles said : 
en\*}"<'ou I I envy Vnei ! ’ 

•At^this moment Nitm, prubuldy f< eling neglected, or ^'er^ 
outraged his situatiein among tors in a carriilgc flii'sr^ 
from wliieli he could y e little, flfade a eoi^iudsii'e effort tij| 
better himself by serarnblmg into pn niirience. Dolores 
lisok him by the neck, with less tljaii hru usual g<:*nl ene.sC, 
and tvssisted him m to her knees. 

D)ok at the subrtitut'.’ fiir eliildreii m tnv lif<.‘ ! ’ she said. 

Suddenly'shi' forg.^ to be reticent. 

She took Nero’s limd le twicii he" hand:»t and turned*lt 
rraind till the dog faced Lady Sarah. 

‘ Th ere ! ’ .she < \elaimed. ‘ That is the sulistitute.’ 

Nero snufilei.l. Drops o1 moisture steiod ein his eyelashes. 
Tie blinked and looknlVlull aiftl arropLiit. 

'The lonely women with dogs 1 ’ c.ntinued D#lore,s. 
.A.h I how the mothers must laugh at thi iii, musUpity the 
pxir things ! 

Nero gave a strangled yelp. Thicoif,ciously his mistress 
iiad pressed hrr hands rudi.ly agaii^t the d'’lieate*dome Of h Is 
head. 

‘But you are young,’ said l^ady* Saralt, veiy ge nfly. 

' Perhaps . . 

' No, no. I hd^sed ; for years I hoped. But I ’ve^iven 
up hojfing. Lenk 1 The carriages aie moving 1 ’ 

The chauffeur with the fan-shaped bimrd bent,dowryan3 
wfc gofngJio press the button of his riRitor, when one of*the, 
children, a boy, who had scrambled up Reside him , inter- 
faftd, a nd evidently begged to be permitted to do it. Smiling, 
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tooi»hii amall eag# haiW alid guided it, A 
|oQden purring arose from the machine. The little boy, 
strongly excited^' his achievement, sprang4.ip on the seat, 
Uiru^ round ta old Grandpapa, and vwijerously drew 
attenjlton to his triumph^as the motor moved off. His rosy 
Yace^shonft with pride under diis red cap. ifis brothers and 
si^t^ laoke^l at him t^th a sudden respect and f:ravity. 
tTtandpapj^’sVellow face smiled, and he slowly ^loddbd dis 
head ae if in approval of the great and iitiexyected deed. 

Jlie mouth of Bol ores became alnvesT: stern. 

‘,1^ me dd ve you ln'me,’ she said to Lady dirah. 

‘ f\o, my dear ; 1, am going into the ehureh of the Sacr4 
'oeur,f<5wa little. But—won’t yi)U como with me ? 

'I’m so <?orrv, but have proruised to go ^n^tea \pth 
■M adeleme Boecara at; the Exeelsi'iir. You remember 
1)# sitre.’ 

Lady Sarah got oi*t. 

‘bb come an^^'See me at the BarieTim ven,' soon. Theo 
\pill like^o see you too. \\’e liave just moved in. I want to 
sl^v vou all W(; are d<iing t'.i the apartment.’ 

‘ I will cssrne very' soon.’ 

'JTo the Excelsie.r ! ’ said ^3ol...res to ihe fi.-ritnifm. 

•She drove ofiwith Nero enthroned on her km e. 


( IIAPEF.R II 

It wti* nearly five*o’eloek vlicn Do)..res arrived at the 
Excelsior Hotel. As sheemtered the hall on the right of the 
tea-room, liH^e T'ounta-s| Boecara ceune to meet her. 

* We shalf be all mIouc,’ she said in her jwetty, rather 
, ca.'refulfengli.?h. ‘ So we can say all that is in our liearts. 
If th^e is nothing—then all that is in ourdieads.’ 

With a»caressing gesture she put her hand on the^aim of 
T)o 1^8, arfid led hex into the tea-room. 

^L«t US go into this comer. But there are.^nd'? m%fiy 
people. We shal^be private.’ 

Xs she said this she glanced eagerly about the gretA rc%m 
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with ©yes that ^sceificd Jearctiini;' for acquaintances. She 
nodded, lifted her hand till it was near to her face, and opcned 
and half shut it-several tunes, smiling. It was her pose to be 
thoroughly Italian., 

Amalia Rrunati with Tito I ’ she e.xelaiined. Pea.^ 
fhacere due tlu\’ to the waUer, ‘Will yi m •'have, tba^t, 

^ earn ? ^ she adde^^, tn Di'lures. ‘1* rut nuthing. I fesr,j;o 
tefribfy to^’grow like the elej>hant.’ * ' 

Dolores o<juld noV help laughing. 

‘ Yes, some toast for me, please. I am 'too thin.’ 

‘ You are {serfeet, like the gazelle, as all say.’’ 

She suddenly broke into Freneh, «and cjutijiuetf the 
cont'ersation in that language. 

^ Hut J pm A tell you. cjtfa, that* I was reallT Ixsj^r to be 
f.'i:. *No ! No!’—a.s Dolores was going to p;^dest— 
do'not know. Hut I was! As a child I was etiormau,/, , 
monstr*)us ! It is onlv by my ^lets rr.ess.^my strong .will^ 
and my energy,' that I am so slim. All Rome speaks Tif my 
wonderful figure. Hut I ha\e worj^ed, lived fiir it, «itipl stHl 

I Work, I h\’e for it. I do not eat. I do riot.drirfk wine, 

* 

onlv \'iehy and Kissingen waters. 1 do not rest after any 
meal, but stMnd up like a sentinel at the (^tiiirinal, and aR for 
mv ligure. Some tine, a philosopher perhajts --it is alwaTs 
one of those tiresome old phihisophers ! - has saifi, “ Ej,'cr%-» 
body must live for something.” Well, I live for my ligure. 
And you ? Hut I know. Uou live for the adorable doghd ! ’ 

And she bent down Ifer pretty birdhke face, aifll pretended 
to kiss the nose of Nero with bps whic^i were deliratefy 
painted. 

A waiter brought the tea. 

‘ N(.iw we can talk ! ’ continued the Cftuntess, a,s if shA had 
been silent all this time. ‘ Tell rnt. is it for the Rogletftha^ 
you live ? ’ 

‘ I don’t know what I live for,’ repliul Dolm'cs. 

.And her voice, after the Countess’s gay tones, sounded 
almost sombre. ‘ 

‘ I certainly don’t live for Nero,’ siie added, gA'ing that 
potentate a bit of buttered toast, wdiich-he took ijuggi^hly, 
licked, “Aurjaed over, and abandoned disdainfully upon the 

carpet/ 

Aall find you something to live for,’ said Count^s 
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• •Bocojirf^ *wth a ajy inflection o? her* voice, ‘ Or-.-no— 
eoifie one.’ 

‘ Oh, if you speak of human heinp's I have llieo.’ 

/ Yijur benuWfufhusbanJ ! Ah ! how handsome he is«l ’ 
he ft very hands^jiuc.’ 

‘ But tot I^sw many years—f^'lpdit—ten-*'r’ 

' F’ve Fecri married teA vears exaetlv,’ 

• V W ’ 0 

■* For ten vcars v<>u have li\'ed for the beaut if ul»l’hei1, afid 
at the end you say, willi a \<iiec like a CaAiposanto, that vou 
do^i’t knriw what >•''•11 live for. This isTiot good ! We must 
ren'^edft this.’ . 

‘ I^vas talking noi^sense.’ 

__ WdtH^hi eyes,* that pale fare, and so tall ns you are ! 
No. It is net f<ir you ti^talk uono jisr. It is for nie, w^h 
^py turfled-up nose and my red liair. ''>'011 ha\e t<t< ]Je 
^ ffiy^'rioKS,'^o suffer, to make people wonder abeiut }T)U. 
Ar(a}"ou have to live^or so,;^ie ono. And I thmk*I kijow for 
whomv’ 

,\bs+yd ! ’ said Dolores. 

ie*spok% li^^htbe, buf le r expressie-e face had changec], 
A faint ksok, as of da^^niIly*an\il tv, that was sur( ly the 
phy^eal refleetion of a mental shadow,grossed iV darkening 
itA^trangclv for ^ moment. 

.V Y ou ar» always divining seerets that do not exist,’ she 
adde^, w'ith a little lartgh. 

‘ Secrets ! Did I say tla^e wjia a seeret ? ’ cri<'d the little 
Counft-ss, aknrist sliarpU. 

*She^leaned forward over the tea-table, staring at Doksres 
with her^Vsright, ft’d-brown eyas. 

» You* have t<ild me ! ’ she said slowly, nodding her head. 

‘ You*have told me W’ 

‘ What Imve I told yoy ? ’ 

' "fwo thiwfp;.* Th;i± \'ou do not live for your beautiful 
husband, anS tlint yop have a secret. Ah, it is dangerous to 
denv wfiat ncf one haA suggested, cara! ’ 

Sh^ paused, then ad<led with a shrewdness that in her took 
the place of intellectuality : 

‘ R ahoy's how tlje mind is working far away under all the 

wewds.’ 

She nodded again with ffn air of wisdom, and sipped her 
ted, keeping her pyes fixed on Dolores. 
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‘ Are you going ^ hiirit this winter 2 ’ she sud(Jjnly ftx** 
daimed with a change of manner, 

‘ No,’ said polorcs. 

?he spoke with a decision that was uffexpcoted ey^^n hy 
herself, for fill that rne.mcnt she had not thoughf^ 

,the (q\iestii>n (sf hunting. A defensive instinct, abruptly 
developed, ^eeiiird to answer feir InT. 

‘ I'shall liave siieh a lot to dei getting inte) our new apa'tt- 
mcnt,’ she added, rvu>re ea-ilv, ‘ arranging cvei^ything, making 
it pretty. Tliere are endli es things to ihink of. Besides 
there are so-many e,X[ienses. tVe shall have to be quiyl; for 
a time,’ 

‘ (ijuiet ! When tl I' heauliful husl'iand has iiecQme 
millii aiaire ! 

IJe (i asn't. People exagg'Tate frpghtfnlly. B*sid^ 
sfu 6uddeiil_\ lh< eight (d Lads' .Sarah, and resNlvkil to pall 
her up^as li reserve —' this wint^'i I ani^giang to study.’ ^ 

‘ Study I ’ exelaiimlt the' Cuuthess, vith half-increllulous 
ama'/.emr'iit. 

‘ Study Rome. I am ashaiii'd at my ignorai#:e ot'BeK'He. 
Lady Sarah Lh s—I was withde r just mov when I net you 
■ is g'>ing io show yie all the hi nntiful things I oiigll*' to 
has e seen leaig ugi 

‘ The old ladv with the little hat on her Idt shnnldP|, 
and the veil lhaiting at -^^hat is It vleai sume one is 
dead ? 

‘ Do you mean half-mast ? said Dibaes in ISnglish*. 

‘ That is it.’ 

‘She kn^ws Rome. We ilin’t.’ 

‘ It is her genre to kie'\'> Ihane. Slie is an old in.ald.’ 

‘ Indeed she iMi't. She Ims been iwarricd and hafl two 
ehildrcm’ 

' .‘\nd where ari- they ? 

' They are b'dh dead, hrr husband Vt’O.’ 

‘ Poor witiiian ! 'riien she must stud/, Ru\ your 
husband is not dvud, and you have never lost any eliildren 
because, like me, you have never hn^ any. ChiKlren min 
the f\gn°re. I shall never have babies.’ 

y my genre then ? ’ asked Dolores to turn ♦he 
cooverjjetloD. 

^ltht)Ugh she was not a prude, the extreme frankness 
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of, some of tbe ^omen she met in Kc^me occasionally 
embarrassed her, 

‘ If I may not a student, whnt may I be*? ’ 

CofiptesSijBoccara looked at Did. n-t s.ith cool criticism 
-^ver FSer l,ea-cup. 

{t is not Tour genre k^i etn i_v .firing hag full of Ik^i dokei*, 
^sfiend the*day in Catacotnl)s wln ro uli is dark,/irid^whefe ; 
a dirty m«nk shows you round with a tallow eanelle, and t'. 
go at five' and hae'e ti n, with all the ijher spring hags from 
thh Qrtacornhs, in the Pinz/a di Sgagna, where the only 
^nelT^hnve red noses, aenk e_\es, no hair, drink caeao, and 
wipe t^eir justa(,'ties, uhieh droop as the walrus, with 
"^ap^ napkins. No I no ! ’ 

Doloies could not In^p laughing^ at I his pieJuir'S of f^ie 
nrsjient Rome. 

• Youi^genre is-' she iiansrd. 

Shi; hecurne g*ie e,*even ?jrn'st. And it was evident that 
she rvas making an nnusu;f11v eonseiisns ni' ntal i ffort. 

* ‘ gi-nre is to Iso*, to In- loved, and jn-rhaps t.s suffer* 

terrihly, hut aDa\s heiemse .jf low. Aiid you mud do llus 
in a certain tnilirn ; of cull iwatii in. of h. auty, of rnondanit}'. 
Yo^ must lose', you mii-it suff'T <n gTu/a/t' trnnr. not ’.'.ith 
t^c little hat dn fh's li ft slioiild'r, and the gauze fi.u the' 
*(ieaei* like flie ishl lady who kiio\ss Rom.', \\'e are st.amped, 
iny dear, when rve are horp, just as the new inoni y is, and 
it is yseless to trv' to jyet rid of mir dainji. And if we did ! 
Why we should riot pass any fnore ! No one eould hiiy uny- 
thing*with us.’ 

‘ No ;fne ha.s bought anvtliihg willi uii.,’ said Dolores with 
sudden hitterness. 

. ‘ \M lat 'i* not the beautiful hnshaiid ? Rut he is so 
Icvflted to visu,is not he lias In. not hemght with you .all 
dig hupj)ili<j*s of los e ?*’ 

Dolr^fes, if glle hadUone the natural thing at that nioiiient, 
would *havc cried, perhaps shrieked out : ' No ! Ni.' ! He 
has ittit ! lie lues not ! ’ Reing a ho and what she was, and 
-where she wies, in thf great room witli the groeii &jrd gold 
cohfhins, •the pirik'‘aiid res;! carpets, the eleverly pranged 
lights, and the many softlj; gossiping women, shC»said : 

Give me anotlicr cup of tea, dear. Theo and I are a 
very united couple, if that ’s what you mean. Rut fou lee, 
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we don’t understand life quite as you d?>. We tab% matri¬ 
mony much more seriously tlian you and your Nino take it.*’ 

The Counte^ii poured out the tea, and»twisted her little 
nose. 

d Oh, but rnwNino would be cjuito ready to take ijt seriousli#^ 
ff I woyM,’ she said, handing' tlie ei^j>. 

R^lly,! Then why d^n’t you ? 

‘ Because I have^tny stamp. And it isn’t that tort.’ 

She look'-d into a l.p'.i:'' mirror near by. 

‘ With tla^si' clinyiny y'owns, unless one has a fi;;uie like 
mine one is simpl\- a terror- -the (.’oloss(aim trying' to* b(^ 
the Alhambra.’ Suddonlv her pretty,*, \ i\ aei;<'\is«frce W'as 
illuminated by a liyht of triumph. ' Tli ere ! AiR^theV sa^ 
I ^.ie)W r.oKliiny of anti<juities ! ’ sht cried. 

•She seemed ploased \Mth hi-rsidf like r, cliild. 

‘ ir i.nv I ,’Msh the old lad)' who kno\ss Uome hsi<l heitrd 
that ! ’'she adik il. ‘ Veople mi.'ffmder.^taiiii me. Thee,' sa)*- 
I am fris'ol' ms.’ 

At this naimmt there api)eared*at the other inf. of the 
tea-rooiii a tall, seri. iusdo(ikiny man with thick fair hair, a 
loiiLf nose, and a niouiM-le unattached to a etriny, escorting 
a pretty, small wonfan, with gohlrn hair, l>hmt featdoss, 
rather prominent cle eks, and china Idue *eyes^ who was 
dressed in a short gre< n \'el\a t dre''.>,.and who was a<*onf-* 
panied b\' a little girl wilh a \;i Ilow pigtail tied ;\ith an 
immense black nleual. 

'There’s Niim with hi-, last lady lo\'e ! ’ exclaimed the 
Countess. ‘Mrs. Tooms. an .\merie,an. ♦Look, tlieC are 
sitting down ! Nino won’t sec me. He m.wer sees dpything 
when he wears his monocle.’ 


‘ Do you know Mrs. Todiiis ? 

‘ No. But I know all I need t?i know about her—^-oirw 
Nino. He docs love telling me thii^'s* And fi.* tells tln^m 
well, for a Roman. Of course I’arisiai^ are Lg- morg witty. 
She’s got a ginxl ligiire, but only because she knows where 
to go for her corsets. Now I needn’t wear a corset Tit all 
unless I want to. That makes Nii^ ftngry, because at* 
presentee wants to pretend that Mi’s. Tooms, thougli*she 
ha# three lAtle girls, has a bette,r llgure than mine. As if 
a man <?ould judge of such things 1 Arc you going already ? ’ 
mtbt. I have so much to do at home just now,’ 
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Always the ex*\ise ol the aimrtm^nt I* Rut one 

Qiihute I WTien will you dine with me 7 I want to give a 
little dinner at the Grand.' 

• polpres hrsrt.at?d, with her large cyes^ fixed ^on the lively 
face of*the Countess. ^ 

“ ijo. r’» ned truing to asA the lx.antifu! husband ! ’ tlw^ 
laUt^ Aor Ninit, tYhat niglit js your lihsband 

efi^aged ? ’ 

‘ I belief’ he’s engaged on Thursday-va r^ian's dinner at 
thc^ Emlaassy.’ 

‘ Cofne on Thursday, at half-past eight—GraAd ILitel.’ 

‘Ti^’s veiy'^iicc of you,’ said Dofsres, still with hesitation. 

,^ut wttc^is criming f ’ 

‘ I^iw susfiicious you rye ! ’ 

Tlie Cbuntess laughed lightly am' merrily like a mi^- 
oih(^A'on?*iehilfl. 

‘ It you are afraid yf ana;„partieular persr.n, ti’ll ny, and 
■Tie shall not be aAvcd.’ 

AsYaid ! Whom shi.uild I be afraid of ? Of course I will 
^coTr'V'. 

' L'Hiking like a lovelv g.a.r' Ih', with pathetic eves. Cara, 
I wi^U tell you a secret. For me yeui ar^ the mo.7t beautiful 
pe«is(sn in Rome, You look a.s it yeiti had lost somidbing, 
•■nnd w'cre si?i-king it in the dark. If yeui ever find it—ah I 
tl*en >’011 will be too beautiful ! \\'e otleer weimen are always 

praying you may ned. Hut I h."r,'e never told you about 
Nino At Mo«te Carlo. ' Well,* that fnust be le»r another 
tifne I \ 

Dolorc^hael neit lar tei go. The words ijf the little Countess 
wete stillun her i^rs and in her mind when the carriage turned 
into tke garden of tke Palaz/.o Harberini, and circled till 
1tAlr«tv up under the cohiuiiade. 

If*you evAVififtd it—^h ! then you will be too beautiful ! ’ 

Were the ofluy w'omgn*praying ? If so, their prayers had 
‘been an^'credtill now. Till now 1 They would always be 
answe^d, 

‘What ft ridiculous,little fool I am to take anything 
Madeleine poccara ^ys seriously,’ said Dolores to herself, 
as ske mounted the ^lallow stone stairs. 

And of course ske did nflt really take it seriously now 
thaP she was self-conscious. She was nol> a vain w<»ina>j, 
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though bhc oivr^d to look her best like nnost properly con¬ 
stituted women. And lIip did not for a moment think sEe 
was'the most^bcautiful person in Rrinn^ or e\ en that the 
Cofintess thought sp. But as she came intotli^' tirst^of^he 
rusblc rooms iQ tie ir apartment sl;e stoppl'd for a inomcnt^ 
'\vith her eyes cast down, and bhc said herself fha^ i\tad^ 
leine iJoccara had implied one thirTg which waij. If she 

—Dolores^—ever found that something for whi^^h she 
seeking in the RarR., she would indeed be far more beautiful. 
,How well she Knew that 1 Itow well she had known it,for 
years ! For beauty is ci^anpleteness, and thek she wflnld be 
complete. 

‘But I’m not seeking! I’m not sVeking'an^ VoQ^yeriJ. 
s/r- rnurmjircd in her mind, telling herself a ke. ‘ And so 
R ’s’all uttralv absurtl 1 

?Vnd shy turui'd on the el^etrie light fully, ftfu Kegffn^ 
criticfJly to look at tl^e great r(*om. 

It Wiis S(piftre and lofty, \'.itli a pamterf erihiig (m*whicli 
Diana wws re])resentod balhmg witji attendant nyn^hs after 
a hunting exeiirsioo. The walls were covered \^ith sfari^ed' 
Genovese leather, whieli gave to the room a rieh and yet 
sober appear.ance, *digiiihe-d and serene. Furniturei^ was 
scattered about, but was not yet satisfa'«torily arranged. 
It l<x)ked tcm|)orary, as if it had hurriedly becK l»rou^htf^ip* 
there, and would j’xsrhapis soon be as tmrri' dly carried out to 
some pennanent home, 'T)i'lores pressed her lips together, 
and walked rm iiito t'nc next ro(.>mI switching'on the light, 
there as she ent< red. 

This was to be her spenal room, in whieh fhe could 
receive, but in which she also meant to carry on 'many of 
her occupations when slie was alone. <■ Like the tirst'it was 
large and high with a [lainted ei’iling, and mitch tim,^ aflcl 
care had evidently been spent oy kts arrait-^. ment. The 
prevailing colours in it were a deep gri«-< n aiifl a very splehdid 
red, almost such a red as Gustave M<jrcau was obsrijsed by.^ 
Green and red dhrnask covered the walls, and damafk cur- 
tain.s, surmounted by ancient gold cornices, hung‘at the lonj[ 
windows. There was a full-sized Steipway graiid pi^/io in, 
the room-* There were no pictures upon the walls, but se’»<ra^, 
stood' on easels. One, by Lenbach, was'of a very old man, 
>4th El high bald forehead, long grey hair, 6ind alnaost 



THE FEUITFUL'VINE n 

xaqsparfnt temples* on wlucii veins like $nmll dark snakes 
ttKxl out. Under bushy eyebrovs blazed a pair of e^'es 
hat looked fierce ipth vitality, p.nd an intelligence that \'’as 
o*j»enfXrating oa to be almost alarming.’ Another was by 
Bbeklin, and s^iowed an old zuddy Italiad 
nansiork standing alone al; tlie edge Lif a foaming sea, avhich 
•(^tcTover sahds fringed by tlie iiolile tna.^ of a pinevxiod. 
K terrace ■ oitli immense cypresses fneed the wlnte waves, 
.)ver which seabirds were whet ling. A' si upoh the red and 
.Tuhibly^'ig whI^ of the terrace leaie d tlie ligure i+f a woman 
ly a b.Viek dre.ss'. ga/,ing ont te>wards the hori/.<in, from which 
a sti.irm ■v\'jis Ahaing.,’ Benrath this landscape was \\ritt<.m 
irh'gead 1^'tters : ‘/t i/ntui pKirihuulu il mare.' A third 

picture was a portrait by rarohis-l iuran uf llohires' ii* a gj<% 
^d g ’"fires', with a <vhite Bumeraman deg in slh-d on tl,)e 
tloof agaiiKst her skirt. It had lie< n jeunted \ery Voon after 
ijCe wa^ married,-and'sli'iwI'd ,a faei; pj \\liieh tie re ^vas a 
wistful mystery, hut m v, iiidi there was als. > Impe, A 
fefsiaiaCtirpet, in which n/niiy faint c'lh.urs hlend< il, cso'ered 
thcTioor, aiK^ th^‘ [m nil lire was skilfully disp^-sd ti i make 
the riMim, despite its large si/as loi.h thonaighly^ c)-,y and 
irdi^l^ted. There were ss\,:ral lag a/..ah as hlomiiiiig in 
i)rientnl jar^, th?‘ nir was semited vith rMses, and, a rare 
t^ing ill Borne, a greatgnany hei.ks -as re t<> In; m <;n, in low 
and in revohing iMHiloswe^, and seattmed over tables. 
On theliearth wa.s hurmi|g a sm.ill, but .ve ry red arid ghi\i,ing, 
*V'C*od fire, llefore it Nero sat Aewn with a heavy, stuiflling 
sigh, tift'ning his h;»k to his mistress vitli emuplete disregard 
of the pry'^irielies. 

iJolojes stood lookyig ahoi/t her. The morn was \-ery 
A"et presently she seeinral to he hstr-ning. F<ir her 
fate a l^k*of snd anil strained attention, and at best 

becajiie set a"i«l rigid, hi.'’* tie- face of one making a violent 
effort of^the vjlb or o! the iinaginati'.iii. She ehes|»ed her 
^ands together vith the palms held outwards, uiul her arras 
straighf down against her body. 

♦Nero signed again, abd snniTled with detcniiinatiofi. It 
^cmetl he Irad a csttd. He drew closer to the firey stiy 
keeping his back to^his niist’iess. There w:es in In? apjK'ar- 
anc^ at this moment an extruordinaj-y hpik of dul}, yet 
concentrated cgrjBrn. Dolores glanced towards him ao^ 
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unclasped her laands. And her face, no Tonger rigid,*than{ 5 fed, 
melting into wistfulness and then into an almost dcspairifig 
sajfness. She‘ went to the portrait of herself, stood before 
it for a moment, t^ien enjssed to a sofa by tliAfire, .*1:)oh off 
her hat and vtil, laid them down Kside her, and leanedj:) 0 i:kr 
And, V'dih Nero, who scennd selfishjy unaware her preSeace, 
sjic ^tarti^ into tiie red glow, as the women in*the landsefape 
on tl\e easel stared across the sea over whicli li storm was 
afginjaeliing. 

bhc was p>used by the sound of the door by whichrfhelaad 
mine in being sliut. 

' Oh, is that you. Then ? ’ she said. 

She turneel round. A very tall and lean, but well-set-up 
nTan wfis s;tanding justtat tlw threshold e>f the nxiw, hioking 
A^it with brilliant, and luminous, birc rather vid j,uweT ev^s. 
II e wore « nioustaehe and a [lointi d beard just touehed ^itlt 
grev. ’ His very welWformod laad wits ei*-'eri.d elosijy e'<iVh 
straight h.'iir in which also tle're were many grey threads. 
His coiiipt xion was dark and *bro\Mii (l as pf, •nt.ti^ally 
swarthy, it had bi'en much csxposed to theyun at some time 
of his life. Hi.s thin artistic hands were brown too, and 
l(M)kod eager and sensitive, and his features were regular, 
sharjily cut, and not large, 'hhere \sas somethin^; restless^ ikA 
fiery, sonuthing wilful and critical,,m his appearanoe. iJe 
w;as oliv ieiusly a very int'.jligent, man, and he looked a sincere 
one. He looked alsi^ like a man ydio wsiuld^be subject to 
changiiig moods, and who was what is called highly strung. 
There wa,s a certain resemblance of between turn and 

Dolores. Both were tall, slight, dark, expressive, ^and 
sensitive looking. Ihit then* were a softness, a wistjulness, 
and a mystery m her which were lacking in the map 
stocMi near the door, He was kei iilv masfcul^ie. ThTit w-its 
obvious. .And it was eipially ubnioiis that s^e was alinost 
touchingly feminine, 

* It is you ! ^Vhat are you doing there ? ' 

She leaned one arm on the back of the sofa, ^till'turning 
round towards him. 

‘ L^iking at the room,’ replied her Illisband 

He hicrl a verv' deep and mt#ludious l^ass voice, that waS 
both^stroug and soft, and that always attracted peopk to 

Ifim. 
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‘ It’s Se^inffing ok like your room/ he added, coming 
■forward slowly till he could see the fire, and Nero seated 

before it. 

. ^ 

^ lexpre^ioo of distaste twisted his features iis he 
perceived the dog, but he made no allusion to him. 

'’^ITie^first drawing-rootn, of course, doesn’t exist vet,’ 
he cofttiaued." 

No. must work at it.’ 

She stifled a sigh. 

‘ Th^v really aru sjilendid rooms,’ said Sir Theodore. 

W* wouldn't ^jave made a bi. lter cimice. Hut they need 
ver>" pe^fci^t .;itariging. Luckily y.m and I are no fools 
ab^sut-iSucR matters, Ifoloretta. ^^■e ’ll have it all beautiful, 
but we ’ll^ha\U it cosy toed 

' Hc^J^w ou,i a cigar-rf'ase, opened it, and t'jok out a larv#^ 
Ji^ht-coloOTcd Havana. 

* ‘ I ’"/e got time J:)efore dim,Or. har i n't I ? ’ 

A clock chirne'd. 

‘OnU'aev^m. I suppo:''e (he Tribuna hasn’t t 

’? haven’Hseeo it,’ said Dolores. 

Her husband lightod his cigar. He was still starnling. 
Shc,#\vith a supple movement, almost Mike a etiild’s, had 
^IraVn up her fee^ on to the sofa, arid was sitting halt curled 
itji^^rn^'ng tlib cushions. 

‘ Shall 1 ring and ask”,'' ’ she added. 

‘ No^don’t iK.ither.’ ^ 

He seemed*tei hesitate. Thcfi he saul : 

’ My .room doesr/t do at all yet.’ 

■Vnd hcj sat down in an arm-rhair and stretched enit Ins 
vciA' lon^legs. He was six foot three, but he was a graceful 
-l^an. \^ith a singular ease of movement, so that his unusual 
h;-igfr\ never stri|j_'k [)''o|ileedisagTeeably. 

’ Are youM^kd to beogit of the Grand Hotel V ’ he con¬ 
tinued, pulling^at his (igar. 

‘ I shtTll be when everything is quite right. Hut there is 
alway3»somcthing dreadful in rooms that are not finished 
^nd have nbt been livcci in, especially when they are s« large 
*s those.’ 

‘ Keep to this one.’ 

‘ yes, but one feels the others on either side.’ 

^msitive plant,’ 
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He said it kfndjy, mniost tenderly, afld for a mJ^ent;the 
iipfi of Dolores quivered. 

j^omen aA always affected by the lit^e things connected 
with a hous«, I suppose,’ sRe said, with an tff^rt at,far#I^s3 
^detachment. • 

‘ S'^ are nu n, if tie v ’le (Ct uH. lik<' me, e^yt-ciaUy' W’Den 
th'.yi’re ^ut nf h.irness.’ 

He sighed, and immediately afterwards Nero sighed too, 

bv the tire. 


Sir Theojlorc lonkrd irrit.ated. 

' Tiicy have iimre time to notice and f( ,1 all tiu iittJe 
things,’ he addi d, ‘ when tliey are out of ha. '‘ss ’ 

Dolort'S was ga/.ing at liim iiuw, Imt he was fiot Hiolyilig 
e.i her. Tde was staring t'overds tt. ■ tire. 

' ‘Aren’t yiu aeen-.t. .ni''rl y t to Icing " t eif '■ 

Tiled ? ’ sV'' said. ‘ It S u tear leov.’ " 

‘Yes, jnct a yian sinri' ur'p',,),!,--, free peopl* 

I 'ni tliaiikful td 111- here in di-ad ■ >f up in tie- Xi ei h<-rn siidws. 
But still N'.ell, 1 wish I \vrri- m \’i' niia, Ddli rt'ita, * as 
.-\mbassad<:ir. I edufess lh;it. \'du wmil 1 ha\'e maae a 
(li-lieidus arnbass.-ulri-ss. I sle.iilil lia\i- la-'-n proud of you.’ 
‘ As an ambassaorc-ss '' 


She s[idke witli an i-mpli.ois that attraeted his attention 
lie Idoked away frain tin- lin-. m \\liieli, pi-rliaps*^ he h^d srsAI 
the Enileusv at Vienna. 

‘ WTat is it, Di 'll Tel ta 

‘ Onlv ttiat I can’t le lp widnng I wa re her Excellency,’ 
she answa red lightly, 

lb- Iddked at her mteiitly. 

‘ \V ere ynu uinhiti >us teo ? ’ tie lusk'al. ‘ Soniehowl I 

ucver tlidiiglit so. W ere VdU really liiiibitidus ? ’ 

‘ Why ridt ? Isn’t it natural I should be ? ’ 

‘ But then, what a seer'-tiea;- Ga/a-llC y ai are 
He drew' bis chair fansard a little nearer to the sofa. 

‘ Were you veiw vexed with me for retiring ? ’ he said 
‘ I w’os very sorry you retired.’ 

‘ by*" yourself ? 

‘ I sorrx' on all aeeounts. I didn’t think you- were 
;ftc sort of man who could be hgppily idle.’ 

‘ But I’ve got so many tastes, so many hobbies.’ 
paused. Dolores was silent. 
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I ? ’ 

Yes.’ 

Surely,’ he spoke with a certain pressipre—‘ snreU' I 
copld up my«time far better tiTan the average man ? ’* 
^‘l^re^mu ifappily idle then ?/ 

on her^ide showed curi<,»sity, and she leaned tor\\ard% 
as Sh^ pfut the question. 

'Why not ?*’ 

I ou are ! 

‘ J’m free of a gris^t many duties that were rircsome, that^ 
bon'd ifce, that.Vaadd have been iiieri asei 1 had fix; ■eu madi- 
f#n -aifibassad^^T Yoy have no idi-a—but of course you 
hf^e^ Rvfn tft Tang^i r we had enough social enrnti, hadn't 
we ? ’ 

‘ Let U* coi^ratulatc ours( Ives on our escajx- ! 

»J^ncl^^Vdia not cIiodso to be frank, neither did she. I^cr 
\'^jicc seemed tc) irnply,thut. 

■* ‘ We*can both fiursue our hobl)ics feri^'iouslv,’ she added. 

‘ I*my music, mv rending, you your anli(juity hunting and 
Toi» fT)x hjntiqg, your‘motoring, your ski telling, your 
Russian. You can write a jd'iy d you like. When we were 
at Tangier you often said you vislied had fine to tr\' 
to write a play—-—’ 

She brokcwiff. She was ni>t a good hand at sarcasm, and 
was soT>n exhausted by qn effort unnatural to her. 

‘When one has no time feir things; oik' longs to do them. 
Jlut when ose has iinlifnited .time ofie sometimes realises 
nrte’s liyritations iiiqileasantly. I ha\'C diplomatie gifts. 
But as to^becomiifg a writer o days, or, in fact anything 
elsft—now, it’s teao late. At lifty one is formed, if not 
deforrrfced.’ 

iPewJiaps her attempt at i^itire had tunad him towards the 
ti*uth he hiyi leAned ivixious to avoid. For now he said, 
witlf a new gr1ivij;y : 


‘ Dolofetta, ft is getting in here, into this apartment, that 
*lias doye it.’ 

‘ Done ^hat, Tlieo 

* ‘ Made rne understand what a deuce of a mistake I*made 
in i^igning. .A.S long as we were ^ur la iranc/i^.^i^nWiote^, 
Vnoving, staging in wthcr people’s houses, I could deceive 


tnysfelf, could pretend I was taking a holiday. 
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Mn settled, o» nearly sitticd, the tru^j appeartj.jand it'k 
n^ked as Adam before the Fall. The very first night w, 

s]<^t in this H^inrtmrnt I rcalisrd what a fool I had been.' 

^)(ilorcs had wanted tlie trutii. No’vv^tbftt she had orU; it 

she loe)kc(l troubled. 

‘ Did you { ’ she said, and her veiice was bL’-irv. 

ll'-i- husi)and gut up and ste/od by the llreplace, which 
Was tleep and high, and was surmount''d by a handsone 
stone mantelpiece with cuhimns, and a triez,e of little dancing 
bcA'S. 

Yes. It is in one’s home that one kim ,s the real truth 
of one’s life.’ 

‘ Is it ? ’ 

‘ Ilutsurelv you, a ^vuman, must know tliat better tlian I ! ’ 

O ' ~ * . 1 

lie lean' (1 one arm against the frie/.e, and hx'ieed down 
o:. h'T from his great height, and his evrs were i y' eatnest 
a,s he went on. 

‘Outside, esne is cakrn by the A'orhl, (.ue is deafened by 
vi'ices, lihndetl by the cloud of litth' things that swecf) upon 
one like hunists and blot out the reality in 'jvhic'li'’’oi i.-,. 
One might hie anywhere'. One doesn’t se'c. But in one’s 
own home one se'cs, Anel iiow \se are at he)me.’ 

‘ 'L'’ - , > 

I US. 

‘ Whe'n you come to think of it, Doloietta, ‘his is realh 
the lirst time .since \se ’\'e marne'd that we ’\-e been in 

our very <’wn honi", eh oon by oiirseho'S, in a place we 
selected. For a eiiph'nuatist is abvvays on the r.iove, iiiul ha,s 
to go where he is sent, and get \^hat house or that hycam.’ 

‘ Yes.’ 

Though Dolores was monosyllabic her eyes were becoming 
ahnoat horribly' eh.Mpient as she hnsk d up at her hushiand. 
In their ciepths fear se'eiued to. lurk. Yet tlwy' ask' '1 lor 
more truth. .And it sei'nied that lu' .saw duly ‘hat rlemand 
and not the fear behind it. For he continued : 

‘ Ten years married and this really our fir.3t hon.e I Our 
own shell ! It is no wonder, I suppose, that it comes upon 
me almost as a shock.’ 

‘ A shock-—!" be in your own home ! ’ 

TlV npvelty' of it. It certainly is a beautiful home jn a 
beautiful city, but still-’ 

‘ Tljeo,’ she sfud, and her manner and voice had completely 
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Hlianged,|P?ire now ^ager, almost ierv(T%sly ^nxiou^, ‘ you 
arf like me. You are feelim: the unfinished rooms on either 
aide. That s what it is. For a man vou are very sonsith-e. 

"V QM OHjpht nCI'oJ* ti'^h.n c (‘ornr JII Tici i' ( il^c\'('r\’(;^liiny was ni 

perf?et order.^ I nnylitii’t ^to h^vc Irt you coma. Vnll iiav<^ 
bej^iT witfct jT^wrong iinin'ossi,)i’i. ^’mi (hair (jM Tiioo ! ’— 
she*sr:gilt‘d, raising h. r (.yi'Lrtovs a litllo—' you were a]\uiys 
depressed—^loii’t ymi rcTiicinlx r ?- - \\lu.'U we arri\T\l ir? the 
new places you wsn.' aocri .jjicd ti>.’ 

‘ as I ? But I didn't say I was dcpis sscd imw, Dolor- 
etta.^ 

YifTi are. t/inii ir»was always so. T n eollcet [)erfi etlv 
wc^^li^wYiaSser.tMo yoTi ws is- tie Inof fc\s' dasss at the Hague.’ 

‘ Oil, the H'gui' I 

‘ Apd^ was gist the same at TangeT.’ 

• iio, tte.re you 'ic n ;dlv wrong, Dotas Ita.’ 

•He Spoke di eisi\-elV., and 1 r'ked at le r with a new,^ keen 
P'-netraiion. 

‘ J’le're you 'ro hhilling,’ le' s:iid. 

Tt<» enrne ajsay.from the liropl.'ns'. 

■ BlulTmg ! ’ she exelaine d, almost us if in anger. 

‘ 

IR- sat d'ovn heside her on tie- sofa, aft'r removing her 
H^(*rfind veil, end putting lie m on u table eloae bv. 

Avhy are you trying t^ bluff Y 

She looked down, lb r hafg (■y< Rsle s showed against the 
»beautifi?l ]).all^r of le r l^ieo, Hor hudb.and noticed them, 
an*l renitinllers'd leov le' had (hlightod m them wle-n he 
first fell iij lovi' wflli Doloie'-. It h.'id perhaps been \'ery 
abswrd, Iwit he lelievi'd that he had hr-,! falh'U in love 
wuth tl¥sse long and <«nimg e\t lasle s. d'he\- had seemi'd 
TtT"^TWjin—what'.’' A \\hob’ \voild of (h lieious, sensitive, 
shrinking, J>*»i'ni5ng I'.^nianlinrss as tle y sliowei.l .against 
the s't)ft ('heeks. JL'le y bad tom hed him, he- rememb(sred, in 
innesiie )st jTirt of his nature ; h.sd stirred witliin him a 
protective instinct that wa.s oci|uisiti\'e ilnd not wholly 
without briitality : thr'^' ha<l tilh d him with the mysti^rious 
I^ngin^ of^ eomjilet^mun, longings that come surely from 
t(xd»Rud reach out t-ovards God, and that make a pja^i gloy 
tvith a splendid svomler at Fimself, at the stirring of the 
straifge living force which is his essence. 
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Now, as hc^ looRcd th' ia, he stilb felt a teririlerneM, 
protr-rtivenr'ss, but Iv' frit also a sense of frustration that 
cold andnalmost terribl's 

' What i.'j thr ^'o"d i>f it ? ’ he said aft'er a p»use. 

1 ti.ilorcs St^ll Ir, ■ ked duwn di sijmer, ^vithl)ut rnei\]n^,^ • 

‘ G'ine \s'ith nil',’ said luT husband, as if b.king a ti,u(|dcn' 
resolution. 

Ife stF tehi'd out his brown, eagrrdooking hivid, and t'5bk 
riue of hor h.aud'-, aiu^l got uj). Sh<‘ obi yod his mos'i-nTTit, atul 
ho lod hor through tin- beautiful, Imt still jiartially chtiotic 
apartnioiih, into tlio rooiu th.at w.as to bo ufis, the %^uidojr, 
tho gre.at dining-roorn. tie' hall, into Ha ir inurvyjsi^bedroom 
and tho rooms for guosts. In all, oxee[it in their buhoOm 
^and imtlu.' room tin y laid i|uitto(h the furmtflre was not yet 
<arfangod. In soum tho curtains were not y t hut"’" nor tho 
rfiqiot s I:gd doa n. 

‘ It’s not ro,ad\’ ! Il 's iml ill ordo;, 'rijoo ! ’ Dolores keUt' 
murmuring. 'Wait a htllo!> ^’oii must gi\’e ini’ time, 
Thoo ! ’ 

III said nothing, only etaspi d leT hand mo-ro tightly and 
led her on. 

‘ You iruglitn’t to ha\o oomo in till e\ors'thing was it'adv,’ 

‘ » O’ 

shu saiil. ‘ I aluavs kfn'\v it. I always kraw ! 

At last they roturnod to la r drauing-r'>om. ' Sir TiieotJoie 
shut the doior behind I le in. 

4 

‘ This room is readv. isn’t it ? ’ h'' said. ' Isn’t it, Dolor- 
rtta t 


' Yes,’ she answi. rod, 

‘ .\nd isn’t it in just this room tliat one feel# it most ? 
Doesn't it out into you most^ sharpldeeply, here*’' 

‘ Cut into y, 111 \s hat ? ’ 

For an instant then.- \mis the hiok almosj. of a suppheatmg 
slave in lier small face. 

‘ The truth, that we are failure-,, fou nrfll^I, Dolorcrra. 

^\’ith an aliru^t mia eunent lie sprang forward to the hearth 
where Nero, who had taken no notice of their deptfidure or‘ 
returgi, was still sitting in a humiied position, loolving cgni,st,ie 
and ^ull, caught the dog up by the .'^ruff of hk? ne«ik, and 
I^d Hira-at arm’s length towards Dolores. 

‘ This is all we ’vc got ! Docs this* make a home /or a 
i|^an t ’ he said,* almost with violence. 
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Nero sJ^uggled, w^thed, couphcd,fl>linl^f:d, %nd sho‘d drops 
of sticky moisture from iiis bulging eyes. 

^ Look at it 1 All we A'e gilt, you hih. 1 I. to ii^ake a home— 
aftfr te^ years I i 

drftppecf the now shrieking dog to tRe carpt't. 

‘n^»d ea«h^ithrr, Theo ? Afid our lo\e ? ’•almost whisf^ 
perifd*J)tikires. 

^ er her white fuee a Hush, lli.at was like ?i ilush shgiiii^ 
had spre.'wl. Her huslmiid et.iis il at Ilie e.'j’pi t. 

‘ Lorgive rne^ Fnrgi\e me ! ’ le- ^aid at last, slowly and 
withoutFlooking ^at his wife. ' Jhit - I ’\'e‘ been 4o Deuzil’s 
t^-daf** and . 

‘4^Kl\ it ! •said Hilori.o, ' I knew it ! ’ 


CIIArTLR III 

Francis Denzii, had bei n Sir Tlieodore’s beet man when he 
and yoloT'es \'.ei«/ married, and had limi'^lf been T«arried six 
wei.-ic.s later to ladna Maseingham, a girl of \sliom it had been 
I said bv^her^rieiids and aei|iiainlaiiei s, ' Fdiia ought to 
get*a g^H'd husliaiid. She uould make siieli a j.ierfeet ssife 
arid mother.’ She had no\s «fulllll*d ln r destiion She had 
iveddei.kthe ]*an she loN^-d ainj had !■ eome the meitlaT of 
tltVee ehydreii, a boy and l\^o girl-.. Sii' 'I'hooddre ^^■as the 
eldest ehild’s, the s, godfntheu, uiirl this adored lirstboni 
liad,been»i'alled bv hi^ nanio. 

Frang'is Lten/al, hk'>Sn' 'I h'ortore, had entered the diplo- 
1iTa'+i*^ger\iei^ but, unlike ly-. friend, he had reruaiui d m it, 
and was nogt' *it*the a;g,- of forty, Founeilka- of the liritish 
Fmkftissy in Ivou^i', uftgr fe riods of seia iee at Lerlin, Paris, 
IFlgi 'ad< and Either places. Although apparently a satis- 
^acto^y and certainly a clever and industiSous diplomatist, 
Denzii lael*<,‘d, or was thought hiy some to hmk, more than 
Jlne of the ryialilicatieius for complete success in the jirofessioii 
lie lja?l adopted. cared little for society, and bv 

liiature "VYbat the English s^metimes call ‘ a home bircT’ 
Simple and direct in mamier he was uruiompromis^ig in 
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opinion. He rvas ftot slipple or adaptable, never ^retcnde^ 
to care for anytliing he did n<it like, however fashionably it 
m^ht chaneo, to be at the memient, and was so honest and 
pe'nuine that the sneially insinetTC thbnglit ^im brusque. 
He hated cards, had given up daiieing when he married, 
and never dreamed nf lliiiing with his in i^dibour’s' fsife.' 
Although h<' did lot wear glass(;s,'and his grey eves, set \vide 
apart in bis large head, looked as if tlwv saw yisry wall »u,ll 
that was goiii;/ I in'ari .1 ind him, Iw \\ as in is aht v sin >rt-sighted. 
Tins f.aet, sslindi was unknown te ni'i-t pis.pta caused liim to 
st.are sMiiietirii' S at these abeiit him in amuatiiidr^ T,yhich 
discencerted tie in, and Nshieh had i aj'ne<l fe^dntn the* narue 
Cif ‘ tfic biLsilids.’ In fiillilliiig \'diat he rygarded /;s<'dri,s 
diplomatiy ibiti's lie sons indefatigable, but b-; did ne>t seem 
tei reii aider t hat aiiea ig t le n i nn as nurid'eisd (l,je du ly u,f beir^ 
s<'V‘ially (diarming te these for wlieni le- eareil iicg'ning, ft uf 
wdieifii he Heli\al\' disappre\»,k <)!,.'■ fasematiiig woman,' 
half Pelish, half .Sii ilian, wlieu the lev, (Uiineiller Was e>nc(i 
ln-iiig distaissed in h'T pr^ s' i,er b\' a e.,f, rie (d Ivognins, liad 
dismissed him w ith li\ e yverds ef mingl'al. French * ail'd 
Italian, ' U’e.g un .^l/iijluis, e Ihisfa.' 

.Mrs. 1 )eii7il as <'.*iarmi ne' fep bet h le rself and her hus,band. 
She had leved and marie<l him fer his stpiug henesty'und 
his alaselute sine( rit\', and. had iwa r since laid Aerself ouC tji 
make u[) for Ins se< lal sherleenimg' which she seldein hinted 
at te him, and ^^ hleh shw~,ser< kw adefed. 

She Was net beaiiiiful, and when biside u weman liko’ 
Del ores leeked plain, Init iwa rvbed\- Iheuglit her, and called 
her, a charming weman. On ler inetlar's side she waa 
Ital ian and she was rat he r dark than fair, 1 11 1 a grh al lignre, 
pretty hair, and g^raes ful nie\enieri, s. l!ut her features 
were irregular and iiah liiule. and sla* had eiie deei'led yf.Tegt, 
a cast in the h fr eye. .Soun hew —f ,r isamieT+'..e ehamiing 
woman achieve the miraeuleus at wilk? - .Ntrs. Den/il beo.ame 
additionally attractive by reason of this deicetive'"'eve. 
apjunilcrl, and not in vain, to the hearts of both wor>*en and 
men. It gave to her face a look of e:>^cc[itional, ahd tenderly 
odd naturalness, as if she gazed at you like thaU (h leavers, 
b^causfe knew you were really her friend and wouldn’t 
mind. It established a sort of contiflential relation with 
you, a told secret may. Very few could resist it, but of 
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Hhat facl/Mrs. Derail seemed quit(* unawares She had no 
gelf-consciousiiess, and lived genuinely fe)r, and in, others. 

BeT\x\\ 'woTs\h\iped \u% mle vvivd Tas e\\\\d'i;en, 
dowbtfi^ ^vhethlfr Me realised ho*w much the former was 
pei'petually dejing, without^ost^gitatinn, tn furth(*r his career. 
'He^tus airftjifaous, and meant To rise to the top <jf his pro-% 
fes^io»,*and tp he a sueee^sful aniliassador. And he*kne\v 
th&t his brains and his talents entitled him lo suecfcAd \*hert; 
others, far h-ss clever than lums(df, h.td ■lanpgeel to a\'oid 
failure. But, with *his nature, he coriM not perceive his^ 
shortceifirings oii tlm soeial side of life, and tlauTd.ire could 
rfot see^learljj' how wif<-, wi1liout r \ er aeknowhsloina 
thee-vstro^c tTs covef them up. If Ic did a hriisijue thing 
tc) some oni; sl^e did sonieyung eharming to the same.persoii. 

he -jjj^afle a-'j he oeea ,i( eially did, she acted 4he 

j'O^'wntanc^ which seldom dawned m his mind or heart. •If 
Ijy being short-sighlej, pa^ #<1 somo one whom he did not 
sjiecialR' appro%'e*of. and v>h" lead falleiramong thiiwas, 1)\- 
ian*the ^lycT side, shr- ])layed tie- part of the g, mwI .Samaritan 
iTiid-was liberal v,*ith the oil and wine and tie- inoni y for the 
landli ird. 

Xye Deii'/ils w ( re not \a ry w ell off f. ,r ^.leMplc in fiiph anar'v, 

therefore, hosing thret; UIILa Is, th-y SMUC obliged to be 

■ vafcduh Ami here again Mrs. Iten/d di,l wonders without 
letting them bi- known. , .She [iraet i -s d an i eoiiomy that was 
as secret us if it had been efimiiu^. .Vnel this \ iitue in her 
^was tlfb mofe gracious,* lx (saw .e she* was naturally open- 
handedj* So was yu husband. But wle la as he e>ften ga\’e 
way to h^s impulse, anel for that wius juaisecl and admired, 
Mrs. Deftzil usually did si eia t e ioleiici' to hers, and, but for 
^ her ebunu and ehwei* prr. aey,''might ha\’e been e(jnsielered 
c^<.f?fMrfind citntriving. Aswt was she just (ssrapid, and was 
only elublrwl lay a few Isnghsh ' an admirable inaimger,’ 

^ and*by some Itaiians Inmiin (iunna di casa.’ 

She rfns alw’ays wall though (juietly dressed, and always 
perfecyy coiff^e ; but no one ever saw hbr in a really cx- 
jjensive gr^vn, except perhaps low and tlmn at a Court liall ; 
.and li^d never .i^vorn a hat that co.st as much as five 
poujnas, unless some relation had given it to her. ^ %* 

Of the three children who had increased and fortificxl 
Denzili’ love, Theodore, the eldest, was eight years ar^ some 
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months old, I»is was sfx, and Viola three. ^heodor<f 
resembled his mother in one important respect. He 
pl^n, but so plmrining that no one ever tlionght coldly about 
his looks, or ‘ pheked them to pjieccs.’ ^Ilrs little r^>se lyas 
pot \'cry well feirmei,!, but it jooketl so innoceni, and tuVned 
up slieihtU' abci\e siieh a kind and trustful snvJl mouthT^nd' 
bchnv a pair such sin re re aridT friendly brown eye*, that 
riiost of the l)..y Tltd’s fririiils would ha\'e been shocked at*d 
grievcil had it leijiuptly bei'onie (ireeian. ifis nair'was 
brown ami (juiti' straight, and oft'-n uutig down near, his 
eyes, lbs Vas \'ery slight, a tm ic \Msp of a tiov, bht ftgile, 
gentle but [ilueky, and extri uiely eon.',id''rat<_^ of the feelings 
of others. Indss-d in a I'hild his thought fnlnedk tor, tb^jse 
aroum.L him was almost uncanny. It \sas,^ perhaps, this 
pnfit in h'-r httir son that Mrs. ])en/.il iiio-t loyyed. ‘ As to 
bniins tlie_\' Ns ere ahm-st as g, >, .d as his liearkf*^ lie 
qiiiek-witte'd, \'ery arrhut and im.agmatu'e, and full of fire. 
.And he had a mark'd soiisr of what v^as drarnalii’. 

Iris was a seri'iiis (hild, sli'ut-Mr'ht'd Iiko h< r fipther, and 
staring sorm \shat m his mania r. .She I'.sis.kinoK' but ratlnM' 
ih hla-rate, and lik'd to sum p'"plr np la fore she admitted 
them witltui til'- g"l<J' II eireh’ .d la T e. .iilid' laar. Wlai^.with 
thisse star dal ii'it care about she souatiip'S had an ah’ of 
boredom that \^'a^ (s .n i le. I!( r fat la r e.ilh (1 h' * 'the fercalj' 
diplomatist,' aii'l d' 'i ii<d that li" oft' ii to,.k la r opiniisii 
when ha u as d> ail <t f i il ab vi t anV [a 'ml eo mare fa, 1 \Mt h foraign 
p(.ihe\’, and that slar* al w a'.a giiid'bl limi .inglit, ,Sliir wa.s, 
pratl\' and fair, l alla r ma- i\'a, aial had a w ill (d )r<*n, which 
euuld, h' i’A a', ar, la- mad a al r. a a,l as s', a x 1 m n -.la, 1 a. hiah she 
w;us f.Tsa’iitK' daNsdrd, .\s wax malts h)'fare a Irat lire su 
Would the irs'ii will of Iris niap lx foi*- a tuna. She'<ilwa\'S 
liHuked lha { latura <d la altli, ami leal larvirr had a i>,Mld)U.s 
illness. 

4 t 

Little V iola was more like la r lircl Iht, tbut she was less 
fiery and dramatic than la’ was, aial oireasibnally VndulgepI 
in languors that* seeiia d wilful. Her father said tjiat she 
gave herself airs, but he hoerl her ^irs. She hf.d less will 
than fris, but more (jiiickiiess of mind__iiml more qliam^. By 
aijcomrtiydating herself to pieople she attracted them torher, 
and cstaidished an ascendancy over'them, whereas Iris 
appealed to wisli fur a worthy circle of friends who would 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 


S9 


Ihiit theriselves to •her without giving'her* trouble. Iris 
had something of the judge in her composition, Viola much 
of the siren. 

tlijse tlyve'cluTiri'n, Tlieodore liad been biirn in Paris, 
Iris m Relt^ade, V\o\a \n ri'\\s‘ 0 (\oTe silreadv spnk^ 

•tbreetlariguag^—Kiiglish, I'rcncli, and Itidian ; tin la^t not 
well, *And }ic»and his .sistrrs were <|nit(.' CM:j‘n>ijiulit^in. 

'*Alth(iug!i^lrs. ]) eiizil undiTstiH'd flir art of ifress, aiul 
W'as full (if natural charm, slc' was n<'i a* \stitnan of much 
knoWled^', and hai^ SMundhing nf thi' avcruL^’- Italian’s 
earel^ness and iLttKirancc in all niattiTs winniadcd with 
housi.'S, 4h'-'i/ i,i»criratii^^i and arrarigi rii'-nt. She did n..t put 
up'•.'rfliti.' Iflcc ciutains in fisait df hsr wimhiws, and pin 
photiigraphs afld picturi' [•■st cards duMhcm, nr Si> .T.-fpancsi'^ 
i'a^is in3<4ie urat#, but shw had hltic cf I hat sense n[ | he Ix aut’# 
ftntf*cnmfu' dr'sirable in In inn rnuins which is ch.’U’aeferist*ic 
of most modern F^igli^nvi unefl in Iwr ela^s nf life, 

.41th<»ugh her fatlwr had Keen an Jsnadislnnan slic was on 
tJieVh'*la»nn^c Italian tlia^i Isnnhsli, and she showed tliis in 
rnan^" ways, Aniisfln them m lhi-» lack nf the I'diLflish sense 
(sf he>use|inld edsiness and bi antw She was careful to ha\’e 
a ge,(’*I es.M ,k, and was ne\ .-r nnt n ly. Ib?t she did net mind 
Qc^^iinatinns nf ('*ilnur t liat s'.iuild have rwidsTed life hideous 
't . Ipdhg-es, add an arrangdinent of fumiture so formal as to 
chill Inr t'S the Imne. dramas l)en/il hail la tter taste in 
these respects than his but fw was the tyjie of man 

tvho leaves thes " thiiiLO bi ths'*Wdman if Iw has dne in his 
life. Ifi^always toi^ I '.dna's ad\ lee w hen tlnw had to choose 
a new rdidje. And as he h ft td her the enn.iemg iif sms ants, 
the^ch eting of elnthi's fer the- ^■hildren, and tlw leasuiig of 
..Can ls, ?is hr- left to her the arranginni-nt of furniture, the 
placing of cushioys, and th?' decdratioii of rooms. Ordv in 
his ojvn sittTTif^ronm ditfli^' allow himself a free hand. .And 
his free l^md m^aTit phTity of newsjsapers, books, and cig.ars, 
a-very largri writing-table, capacious eliair^, and a window 
thrown •ivide open, 

«. Sir Theodore and Deiizil had been friends from -their 
youth,^lth«ugh ther’-^vas a difference of ten years ig.their 
ggesf Their families lived iij the same county, Werccstef^ 
shire^ The fact that both had chosen the same profession 
Jiad perhaps drawn them more closely tojjether. But y; 
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ha<.l also oftefJ pu! leagues of space between thew. 
since their respeetive marriages had they been accreditee 
t(^ the same^ embassy. And sn it had chanced that til. 
Sir Theodpre retired the intercnur.se ‘between thr friends 
.and their w;ives had been rare and had taken place in 
Engl.uid during periods of leas'c. 

Dolores had ^ never regretted this. She 'idmireib F,<lna 
Herizil’s *charaeter. She respi eted la r. .Six- yven felt Her 
charm arxl l.'ked* her ; but she \ms[x d to lie far away from 
her. For lifrs. Den.-il was the fruitful and she wa.s the 
barren s'ihe. It tortured T).-lores to see the ha[)py.,Denzil 
housrholil, to ri.turn from it to IxT'-iwn erRjrty ge-d silent 
interior. It tori ured her st ill more to know tii.'it her hs>*^yand 


.saw it.'Compared the < iie home with the otlx'r. compared his 
r- 'tlx.' barren sine—with his friend’s \ine tlAt waiJruitfuJ.f 
'‘Mrs. I)en/,il laid tlx- hoy 'I’heo, Iris, and tada. '91ic, 
Dolori-s, had - 'o inie d- -g. 

« ■ f. . * 

Wlx-n, a year ago, .Sir Fheolore had retired, he and his 
wife had come to Foine for t.lm w inter, partly , because 
Home was a (hliglitfiil ci'to winter in, hurt partly'^ufso 
bcc.aiise Den/ll was t'oiiiieillor of the British Fmbassv. 
Dolores h.'id not blo d to resist lx r husband’s suggestion 
that they should [sie.. si.v nx-nlhs in Ivcmu'. .She W'gs..a 
vers' sensiti\e wiiinan, but she \'.as also, desyfie hef althott 
clinging femininity, a pioud uo.ii.'in. And she thought 
that jealoiisv wa^ the nV-sf huinijiating ed the mental and 
affectional alllietions of poOr huiuanity. To feel jealoLlfV' 
evas to feel as if euie ewn- being rolled indlie dust. ‘ To .show 
jealoiisv ! That was t(.i sfmimoii the woild to l<¥ik at your 
degradation. 

So the Caiinyriges came to Koine atid stayed in I hf 
IIot<-l for the winter, 

Fre'in the first weep (,f t Ix ir ^afi i\al DofyiTs dati (^I the 
beginning for her of a perioil of seerM inis^rv, wdin-h seemed 
to increase day by day till it held her in a cold grip that w»s 
like a grip of iron. 

NaTirally Sir I'heodore, now relctased from d'ork, saw g 


great^ deal of his friend, Deiizil. J^tiirally ha- wa^, oftCE 
il Deitzil’s flat in the Via Ver|ti Settembre. And theft hi;, 
was greeted by little voices, was made a slave by ]ittle 



There he found the family, which at the Dran(| 
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llotel wa^ represented by Apache, a bn^l tetrier, the pro- 
detessor of Nero. Sir Theodore was one of those men in 
whom the natural instinct of mar^ to reproduce his speeds 
waA^nipst a^jassicTi. lie lii\-ed cliildreg, and,^laasmse of 
that, children lo\'ed him, .TIcA’ \vcnt to him ^xt once, as a. 
^upj^ g«sto«dog Io\-er, \^ith perfect l•onli(^•nce and almost 
in a,hiftTy, int'.<it on .sympathy .and p< ttiny. , And, of course, 
tfffy got bc^'h. He understood children. And he m?aric 

with all his soul tc* lm\'e clnldrrii of iiR I'lwu. And Sir 

• ♦ 

Theodorehs meaning was iu> slight thing. In his nature 
there»^vr3 much* intensity. F\ eii his hands showed that to 
the kcL'*^ol|sn'»a-r. Tt>' had ('' llie ami I.atiu blood in Ins 
veii>s;Wrish*aml Cornish strains, and breneh lilood through 
his iniathcr. 

o*cVct tMgifnl n'4t marry Jill In- was forty. 

* 'I'his dehl^ was cainM ,1 by his strong hold upon tli^' genuinta 
'dl^e central things of kfe. was not man who|Siuld 

marry' merely m onler to have children. I’erfi.ct children, 
sUcR nsjhtf di^ired, could 'yil_v spring, he believed, from tlm 
s^rciTfg love of a rtiari ami a woman, must l>e the beautiful 
effect of a beautiful cau.se. In his yoiilh he hoed, and he 
loved* tragically'. Ilis liaiicee was biirtit to dmdh at a 
(da^tTnas-tree p*rty three Weeps before the d.av lixed for 
eliding.* I'dairtisui ve.ars passed b\' before lx- .ig.iiu 
lighted his ti.indi at the s.t<Ted lir<'. lb' met Dolores, tln.n a 
mere girl, in Paris, w here ^she*w .is p?i.s mg a few weeks of the 
.^tying with her parents, and wTiere he was attaehral to tlie 
British Hmbassv. Jb fell deeply m ]ovc with luT. 

Sir Theodore was one of I hose merenrial warinddooded 
and’highfy' intelligent men Ii<j^ remain always young and 
girdent.* At thirty-ninf he \vas more fascin.atmg than most 
of,tIie«gay' y'lcith^ who wei? (.luiieing, llirting and proposing 
in r^iris. Tft^’eomph't'ly^ eapti\ated Dolores, and, when 
iihe wa.S ^ust iind'^ tweflty' ami he was just fr>rty, they were 
B'JiiTied. B<jtli tliought that they' were entering a Paradise 
which was tlie iintcroorn to II eaven. And for a time they^ 
l^welt in Pifrudise. Bui when they sought to pass oiy they" 
ioui.d ^hat*the door w.^n(di opened to tfu Denzils ren'\^iried 
^nnfy" closed against them. ^For a long time thcry,0eat 
th*t^door. Then at last they' recoiled. And wer« they 
jtilJ in Paradise? Neither ever swked the other.# And 
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their silence g^adiAlIy became like a cUud which ^^tnvelope# 
them. 

^evcr had' it been broken until that evening when Sir 
Thcudure, Returning from a eisit to the Degzils yhere<^he 
Lad been pl/iying with thr ■ vluldren, fuund 'Dolores alone 
with Nero in tlu^'ir unlinisfird upartnunt. •■That e'^ninj^ 
the cloud \v;ks ^olit asunder jus by lightning, r, 

STk h ;in outburst frtim her husband was un^nrcccdentfd. 
'^ct it did not su'prise Dolores. On the ('oiitrary, it seemed 
to her inevitable, ft seer,,ed to Iwr as if the previous 
winter they had passed in Ronie, if the days of th'i.s^subst- 
cjueiit autumn, had been l>u( h [)rril(ing'd prs-paratioo,for lier 
husband s cry ns he la.ld the \\rithing deg towartls neJwT*- 
lor fou.rteen y.-ars 'I'beo bad bimsgoiie the chance o! having 
vh‘lldrcn because of bis sects t rumanee, bad viirl.itM Jjis gT(^r 
(h sire lest be sbollld sfuiuble bluidly illte tbc tC'eOud i,*st.. 
wbleh IS the sbad;.w of loV-S Klle/vi'^g tlio jirdour of his- 
t-inpi rain-111 1 )o|or( s kn-w \ebat tbal [i-n-sd (sf waiting 
must ba\’e ei i f bun. 

And sinc(.' then b-- bad \Miit'd b n \sairs. 

.hi I li'iig .is b" bad r-'inain-d in diplotnaev lie bad mam- ■ 
tamed a strong liobj on tbe zet and tbe gimy of liby For 
he was a man v.iti, ;nnbit|o,,, and bad a^ipni k intellc'ej^s 
Well as an . ager b< art. Fveti wbei, be ba -1 left tbc diploii^'- 
ser\ icc, in a lit of irritali n and dicafipoml inent brought on 
by bis Hot reeeiviiie the p . t m \ Kama wbieb he (sinsidcrctl 
his due, be bad not seen ipub iT .ally, perhaps, the failure of 
Ills life, lint Doloiso bad known that ly wsudd see it, that 
a da\ must conie when the last co\i lung \sould be .strippicd 
awa_\ and tin.' iiak-'d trulb appiaar. Sbr- hail beeit drending 
the dawning of that day, sfie bad m.kiie desju-rate effortss to 
delay its arrival, bad striven to dll Tbeo’sJife.'to occi-^' his 
mind, to entertain his intellect, to I'rod foisd f(*ir h’is attentiein. 
Rut when he was not with her, and*sbe knew he W'as at the 
Denzils , she felt the uiKance of the inoinenf she feiared, asd 
she tried to brave herself to encounter it. Women often 
know what must -a-me rvhen men do not, and Women who 
know' best of alb Doloys loved her husband 
dyepl>^ find she had long realised what effect the intercourse 
with the Denzils must have upon him. Nevertheless the 
c^isw of his cry had cut her to the quick. 
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HeT EAirt seemed to V)e laid bare, atSruptly, nitlilcssly. 
She gazed at it and shuddered. And that vision liael drawn 
from her the murmur, almost a sii^h, in whieh*for a inomArt 
prifl# w’le siil^uerged by love, d’lien as ht.T hu'Jamd asked 
^np|Cy^nniv5al^' fisr forgiveness, *;uid almost si«nultaneously^ 
Eceijied to setlf justilieatioii by bis mention of the D^n/dls, 
Dolore*s spoke her three words, to.ik uj> her hat and^ eil, and 
w?nt quittl'i* out i.>f the room. 

‘Forgive nu^ 1 Fyrgi\e me!’ If'r.hiTsband’s exelaina- 
tion'stiH rang in her ears. Hut she knew that w^int he was' 
ti^'in^to) do in liii In art was this ; he was trs'ing t<i forgive 
her for>ev:^ li^vinv !/>rne him a child. 

im was what ten years of de^-ollon to her husband had 
ended in. _'l'hat w a> the aid < d hef h o e. 

she (H^enea tlu' <!i"’ir and earne into their big be<lroorm-» 
ne^^ home of their married life—she felt physie.-Jly niiml). 

putjiway the|i,Tt ifnd \'eil*anil is niaitod staialingin the 
middle of the room. 

\Wiat differeiieoeoiild \M>rds make between Theo 
and IisT ? The silener- [iad bei n*s[M aking for years. 

Diilores said that to hei'M-If. Kul she kiie\s' tliatdhc words 
ju^.^joksn had made an immeuMs diff< r* ime. Xe\-er ag.ain 
3 her relatioft with Theo hr e.xaetly what it had been 

■ Intff m*v. 

A small sound made Iter ijtart. ^She turned sharply and 
listened^ Shi^hnd shut tiie In ilrooin il^ior liehind le r. The 
segind had teemed to come from there. 

After pause it*canie again. ^.\nd this tune she knew 
what it w'*s. Nero was scratching at the door. 


CTIAPTEU IV 


I'liAT night the CaniAuiges were dining out with some 
Enghslfc fri?nds in th\* Via Gregoriana, and they (iitl not 
fneet till the carriage was at4he door. When Sir*Tlreodofe 
cams out of his dressing-room, arranging a white silk hand¬ 
kerchief round his dark throat, and carrying a soft*black: 
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hat, Dolores rnet him as if nothing had happened fo disturb" 
their usual relations. lie touehod her shoulder gently. * 
f Wluit a pfetty chntk, Dclorcttn ! ’ hf sajd. 

‘ Do you ^.hink so ? ’ 

‘ One of the prettii st voii hare e'i'er had. You s^ould^ 
always wear the deep c<.>lours tlud one can h^ok doj^m into. 
Thev sevin to cftny "ii your hi auty, to complete a scheme. 
Notiiiiig shallow belong, to you, I wonder wlr)m we shall 
melt to-nighb’ 

He helpi,-d her car( fully into the carriage. 

So the long silcnee that, like a cloud, had liftedtJor ,a 
moment, closed round them again. 

Dol ores had felt sure that it would be so. ifi.r hu'Wand 
est'entially wi lbbred. Sh<' hy.d known, as s^.e th<nighj. 
hver their situation nhile she was drirsiny, tft.kt cn he 
alone anel'grew calm, he would consider hn sudden outbfiV^d 
a.s a kipse from hir ide.al of conduct.'’ .s'n^' had becQ almo t 
certain that Iv would try to atone for it. 

.\s the' carriage d' seemb'd tic.lull to the Idaz^the^jS^s 
thankful she had married a subtle man. A bhinderer might 
ha\-c entered into a^ioloyuf s and cxjilanations. She could not 
liac'e cndur<'d that. In Ic r jiresent condition of ncri'^'^ she 
must have unfastened the carriage door anfl jiimned out>4i^t 
anv such probe been insert'd into Iut wound. 

Hut though in that myicnt^1 >■ ipaes evas thankful, as she 
entered once more ujo the silenec^ long afterivards,^remem¬ 
bering that shemt dri'.a' over (he pavements of Rome, she 
thought it wi.mld hasa' bern far better rf she and Thco had 
acted at that cri^'is in their lives ns more vulgat^ and less 
sensitive {lertple wmild [inJiably hn^ve act'd, if they had 
opened their hearts tei each otlcr, had .said j^nd sho-^yj alk 
that there was to be said and showai. 

But they had had to act acotireling to their characters 
and their traditions, slie supjiosed. ^heir !ra cdom t^^d beei> 
as the freedom cV those animals in the open-air menagerie Tit 
Hamburg, greater than that of the creatures in the Age, but * 
how far less than that of the ereatfires in the forest. She 
longix^ to go away at once from Riwfie. If sh^ ha<I acted 
Acordirtg to impulse she wouU hae’e tried to persuade he* 
husband to let their apartment, and she would have taken 
\|im fraveUing over the wmrld to wonderful lands he had not 
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•yet secH? She wi*ild, perhaps, fiave •played a oomedy, 
such as is easily played by the cle\'er, rust too scrupulous 
■woman, have preterulcd tei briyik deovn U\ health, and 
per^ua^ed a.doctof to order her away.. But ^tlicre wa's a 
certain native sincei ity iy In r cliaiaeler. It added ti.) h(;r 
charpi in ^leiKipininirof many jin iple. aniDiiy win an was he? 
hivsbAnd. But it ociMsiiinalh' feiiadit au.yn^t her wnrldly 
dfltercsts. ^he reai^ned herself tei li\iua in lUane,* aftd 
resolved, in that lir>t ini>iuent of l»itter*eoiiJ;ri\iny, to use 
her womans aids more earnestlv to make d'heo fiircet thu 
trut4* which he had so aluuptl v pi'o<'Iaimed,* that their 
marrijul Me \ 4 ns a faiiure localise d Irul md berti tdessed by 
clnW-rcn. •Next day*she ca\i- Nepo a\\a\', and stu' wrote a 
note te) Lad\'*Sarah askj^ie her to e-kmii' ainl set.' tlu' apart- 
.'Vient in tTie Palazzo P.;irbermi. • * 

. *flut I-a'^y Sarah liad }>ee|i called to Xaph s Itv the ilh*< ss 
|J{ a litthr Italuuiito jU'i'ley, . • t hei'e, ^^■hom she had found 
aband'.ined, and on the i<|,y' of tlie hfe of the ali\'ss, ami 
whoni«:ji^‘ li^il si t up in lye-iiiess a^ a laundress. Sh<' wrote • 
to she hoped pi bi.' back in Iv^'Tiu' ('ii the fo||o\siny hriday 


morning, and \\ould come in th 
De^rcs, who was in that conditi 
df-mandi^ 

(Ti/]')ro^ii irtu .liat ep- 
to feel alniust angr\' w W h J,ad\' Sarah, 
knew' the latter could lyd 4'ome l.e foii 


aisly ti 
I loint I d 


e afternoon of that dav. 
on o4 ner\ oiisVxeit'-nicnt 
l>e fed with action, was 
Was (Well aloiird enough 
.\nd now' that slw 
Frida}' she' rtsalised 
^that she half espi eiidl}' rvanl<'], e\ ( if m ed. d, to scr- her by 
Thursckiy, thr' d^\' of (.'iiiintess Boeeara’s dinner at the 
Grand Hotel. Ilowiwa-r, theri.'* was nothing to be done. 
Slfc wrote tixing l-'rida}' alteinoon for Ladv Sarah’s \'isit, 
and rtien slir' set aihiveK- to work to git the apartment 
Ui(^#ughl}'hm^igi'd and tn perfect oi ijer. 

I^itij tffiS J,hisiness she thri'w herself with an energv that 
was almost fevefish, afid she invoBa-d Sir Theodore in it, too. 
.That was not dillicult, for he w;rs a man who reallv cared 
about»bcnuty in his hionie, and unrlerstood how it ceiuld be 
created. *And that r^sire rif the gentleman within him to 
aton^for«his lapse from his long silence persisted, and made 
hifti very gentle, very gallant with Dolores, anxioy^ Bo ple^e, 
perhaps to comfort her in the days that immediately followed 
that revelation of his bitteniess. 
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She thoughf he'^was rcaiiy intcrestf^i in all ^ey wert* 
doing, and her heart grew a little- lighter, and she said 4o 
herself that perhaps her, fears liad been exaggerated, her 
anxiety, alinn.st tarr,ir, almut the futiiTe unf*iind(^. 

Ihcre is a smipd in a man's eoiet; at certain moments that 
e.anno^ be hum nterpreti.-d liy a ysnnan - tlu^ souiKj oT^his 
inimsst liyart. Jjulori s had heard it. She \'.* )uld nether,be 
able tei fi .1 g('t it. 

By Thursd.-n' morning the apartment laid been trans¬ 
formed and was, ;ls l)lll^l^e^ ( xprossed it, ‘ li\able,’ thotigh 
the re weri- still mail}' last tniieln ,s tei bi- addeii, and nc.^mbt 
b}' degrees d his> and she 'vVeiild piis: np iiiany t'fautiful 
things t'l make- it mure attraeti'.e. So Inisv had tliey^een 
yiat .Sir'Jdc'odore had .appari. iitK' ke\ er foiuid'time to notice 
hhe disaj-ipearance i d N ero. s\ t an\' rate he h;Ol ne\cr allude^f 
to'it. DohiF'-s th"Ugbt at lirst that he \>,as not fiware tbtit> 
the dog bad bei-n got nd of, tb^-n t hat >'ios.,ii w it but did no^ 
eare to speak of it, fop f' .ar of reinlliiig that hiirrible e\'cning. 
But on 'I'iiursday, uhen they felt j hat the}- might BOit frbj^ 
their labours, .Sir 'I’heodopc said : ' ^ 

\\ hat 's l.ieeornc of the Isgoist, Doloretta 'f 

‘ 'I'he Isgiiist ? 

‘ Nero 

I 've gi\i n him uss.ay, t ' Istta ,\lbano,’ sl*ie anjwoi^d,' 
looking down. ‘.She was loneing'to lia\'e liim, and the 
ser\'ants didn t like him.* d'h' \iid he was spriiling the 
furniture and lln- eiirtains. 'I didn’t want to have* a fu.<^ 
witli new si r\'ants, so I thought it best ti^ get rid of*}iim.’ 

She spoke quite naturally, and her ligiire hmked very 
ealm as she sloi.d near one oj (be t.all windows lit up by Ihe 
bright sun of the No\'ember morning.* A tender, and yet a 
x'cry sad look eaine into her busband’s brioPf cye.s, 1 )TiT 1>? 
only said : 

‘I think you were wise, Doloretta* Let* ijs look-out for 
a dog less rare ,anii less conseioms of his rarity ; shaK 
we ? 

‘ Oh, I don't know, d'heo. I think perhaps we'd better 
do without a dog at all. Wo '11 see liiter. Ther« ’s j^lenty 
ofitinie. .And tliere’s so much, to do in Rome that rellly 
a dog might be rather a nuisance here. You know- Ijow 
tiresotae it was about Apache at the Grand,’ 
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* Yes, here are at home. • An(i I I^ow you love 

do^.’ 

‘I’m not sure that I do. But there’s plenty of time to 
thyik about it. l!y»the way, did*I tell you f’ve arranj^ed 
to flTne Vith ftadeleinf Boceurij to-nieht fis yeiu^re going to 
<the Embassy.’^ 

Sir'iThcodore slio'htly t\ti.stod his fae'e, rather as hf liad 
v.i^en, coming in from the Deir/ils, he had seen Xero^ ei^ 
thremed before the lire. 

' The tittle B.ieeam ! J)o you is ally^ke |„d, Doh.res ? ’ 

‘ Yes,» She jynnses nie, and sli<.' ’s a kind little* thing.’ 

I*Tloi\’t doubt it. Who's to Ije tin re Y 

‘ §Jie^id*J’t tell ine^' 

'Not her hysband, I iinagues,’ said Sir 'riieodrae, Nvith 
o. llgdit sairasm^ 

*TJS'o, he-^s not eorniirg.’ 

. • ‘ Po(ir Ib»c 4^Lra ! 1 le \ a f..^i|, and has nc\a i' doTie a stroke 

o'l' hone.^t Work Tn«^ lafe. But I pit\' hifli.’ 

'WVhv ? ’ 

♦‘'.'magine ^ goyd, horie-d, normal, if stupid, man married 
to a human being that h\et s, ,l(dy fe>r its tlialebeal 


waist.’ 

•^s ! ’ 

^V)h, I speak advisedly. ’I'le re's \ ery little of tin true 
she-doiTi we men adere in the rvai't worahipper, who immo¬ 
lates—immolates on the iuifraau*int altar ereeted to the 


great g^sd Vitality.’ 

' Whiyt does Madrleine Boeeara imnielate Y ’ 

‘ Dolores, \'ou kftow as \\e|| asj the’ 

Dolor**'? slightly redekned, and there was a moment of 
silence, 

‘•^peeara'k’ p( eeadilloesyiie many,' Sir Theodcjre said at 
last. ‘ Bttt it sins are,ever forgiven. I think his will be. 
He .?houldn’t‘'haye gon*- tti Baris f(.)r a wife.’ 

Thert the conversation ended. 

In tjie evening, just before Dolores w*ent to dress, her 
husband s*tid to her : 

‘ What do vou suv*to asking the Denzils in to dine on 
Su^d^ night to bless our roof-tree ? ’ 

He spoke as if half jocosely, to cover—she fbft sure—a 
not^ of doubt in his deep and mi^dious vcjice. 
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‘Of course,’, she*ansv?ercd quickiv, ‘J want tll^ to see* 
all we have done.’ 

She slif'htiv liesitated. Then she added ; 

‘ Do you want to have theni alone ? ’• 

‘ Have yo'u any one else in jiiind ? ’ 

‘ I only thiiVylit we niii^ht ask Lady Sarali 1*1,es'.’ 

‘ Ottl Lady Sally? l)f e<iur,L'! Shots good* s 6 rt. 
Her ,hat‘. 71 aV be*in the wnaig, hut luT heart’s in the rigkt 
place. We ’ll a.sktlier hles>ing tiM..’ 

‘ Than!: you, The,,.*’ 

She weiitraway ralluT slo\sly ti‘> dress. 

Sir Theodore had start'd for the British ^mbassjf som% 
time before Dolores wjis readv. llis \linner’w)ji; at eirtlT.. 
As she yame ints) the drawiuq-roorp iristirieti\'«ly slu.' looked 
8 iwards the (ire, and she found h- rself missi*,g X(*ro. Now^ 
th;^t the a]')artin'‘Ut ^^'as liuished, risiw that sheAvns qikie, 
tdone in it*at niyht, she had tyiie to ipi^^s ft'.'.',-,', rerhap#, 
after !<11, she wouhf havr to gotyuiother (Fog, The T;ervanc 
came to sa\' the earriago \sas at the door. 

‘ I will eoiue in ti'.e minuter,’ sTie said. . 

It was tune to go, Yid she liiig< red. All day long a 
fiiint disii»‘liri.aliisu ,to go to this dinner had beset ^ler. 
With the falling of darkiiiss it had goa^m * stre>nger.TR 
was no longer faint. .SuppoNr sla smt the cncriage with IT 
note to sav she fi-lt ill, had a eiTLa hi-adaehe, nniT coirld 
licit come? M.uhTine llocaipi would be furious. But 
would that matter vi_-?v niueh ? Slie went to* the \Triting- 
Lible, sat down and took u[) a pen. D'aning her eUiow orl 
the talile, and kerping tie ^n n in her hand, she turned her 
little head and looked again towaids the hearth, ^If ORly 
there had been a dog -.ilting lA'fore it, ske would have written 
'that note, ami staca d at home tu-night. But the hadUo^ 
the courage to remain quite alone. J)in/.il UitilcWje dining 
at the Embassy. Perhaps Thet.i wFmld go Jiaele to the llat 
in the Via Venti Settembre after the dinnA’ to siTioke 
cigar. Perhaps hf* would go softly into certain roojns, to 
look at three little sh'cpers, to listen t|i the soft and regular 
breathing that stirred through the happy night t^iree little 
Innoceift* bosoms. 

Dolores* dropped the pen, dr«A' her cloak round her, and 
went down to the,, carriage. 
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Tlie Counter was waiting for hA in*the white hall 
lurrounded by several people, nearly all of them Sicilians 
vho had come to spend part of the season in liome, and who 
vei^d yturn, to Ptftermo for the late spring, ^ller figure, 
•ncased in a'^white and gi^Id g»i\\ri of some fragile materi;ij^ 
tharjittej’, i^ seem'd, rather*el imt than a skin, hioked 
meire tis'lonislijng than e\'er. A'-, taking tipv .steps, for her 
skirt was tied closely in behind, and aj^ja ared t»* l.)e*pef- 
sistently enmracing her high little la elx, *;he/■.ame to meet 
Dokires, nil the wom< n in the roem is gard'sd her waist,, 
that^^iyftvellous waid to which her existence waf dedicated. 
Their {ace.s sliyW'i'd (vnceiitrated int' rest, combin'd siirelv 
witt'wrelucDhrit*admn^ition, One of th' in. a bi autifnl dark 
woman,‘Aith «lica\’v eve^ whieh I'sJod foil of siiltiw and 
brooding ftiing#, as she^ga/ssl, ))ut U|i her right hand to Ti'j- 
p\wi ,waist,^uml, drawing Iwrs'If up, stood wry (Tect. Jb r 
kAisbnnd, a Ikiron*. with a keen and wand'ring 

eye, wa?: just confing into tju' room. Slw had given him a 
Sjilrndi^l^on, tc) bear his t^ith* in due time, aid to carrv (an 
liT:? line, butT-ludiad a k'cn and, ward'ring ev. 
y ‘ Cara.' said (A iimtcss lb leeara, holding 11ndiaid of 1 toloT'/s 
yirhw'- ntle persistence, and |o. iking aW Ict facef le r liair, 
herlgewels, her gown, with '■vi s that g'atherisi kimwh-dge 
Jvirth tlic fcariul c< leritv of the Ikarni'-inna ‘ I did not think 
you would come to-night, so now I thank tic- I’adrc 
Etcrno.’ 

‘ But* w hy’should I not c^iu'- ? ' ’said Dolores, feeling 
■film ost guilty us ghe remember' d Ic r levitation at the 
writing-taj'/le. 

‘d d's^iot know. But I searoelv thought vou would.’ 


She let go ties haiekeif Dohm's. 

Abc w’c cbnii^f with uH these ]>'ssfile V ’ Ddores asked, 
lc>oking t(?nv^^s the g^sup of Sicilians, ‘ I thought vou 
said-^-’ 

No, ^o. \\\- arc onlv four. A man for vsu and a man 

for me» Ecco ! Come, let us sit down.' 

’ And who are our ngni ? ’ ask'd D'slores, when they were 
ensconced„^be in nngirmchair. Countess Boceara in hard 
chair ^ which she sot'lyjlt upright. 

‘ Mine is Montebruno.’ * 

‘ Do jpu mean Marcheie Giorgio Montebruno who-^— 
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‘ Has only one (Histrc^s—the gaming table,’ i/^jerposed ' 
the Countess. ‘ Yes, it is he. Do you like him ? ' 

‘ I scarcely l^now him. And mine ? ’ 

‘ Guess ! ’ 

‘ I cannot.’ 

' WTiom of all the men in'Ronie would yoi^ like best to • 
meet to-nieht ? ’ 

■•Dolore^c^lightly moved her slender should' rs, and her sott 
lips looked faifitlvtsirroeant. 

^ ’ Rarring your bea'iitiful husband,’ lUlded the Countess 

with mahea. 

’ Why all this mystery about a mere pian ? ’^isked yu^. jre*p 
with serene indiffen in'e. 

Countess Roceara hjokral at In/i^ in silence Jor a minute. 
Inn'll she said : 

Vlt is Cesare Carelli.’ 

‘ Oh.’ ‘ 

The unmeaning word ivas abs(jilutely eoiouriess us It earne 
from th<' h[is of 1ih ir( s. 

‘ H ere he is,’ add' il the (^'ountess. ’ .And th^re is 'Moj¥C^- 
brurio in the lobby.’ 

A stronj^ly built J->ut 
coming quietly towards 
lack of self -C' insei' iiisri' 'ss 
Neither tall iior short In' was intense ly masculine in appear¬ 
ance. Sisme nmn si ( in fifr niort male than others, as some 
women seem far mflre feiirde tfian othsT •\vomLii. An- 
atrnosphcre of m. surrounds them. (Asare Carelli iva.s on5 ■ 
of these almost violently male men. \ et he often looked 
gentle and kind, was sshat Italians call \’ery ‘ siin/a/>i’ce,’ »nd 
had not a trace of Aswagg'T’ or of conscious eonc'dt- His 
complexion wa.s clear and eolourl'*;s. Hr' had £f round ^vhite 
forehead, a splendidly shape<l and s«iall hefid^ cohered with 
black and curly hair which, though <cut v^ry short, w&s so 
thick that it IcMikrd almost unnatural, dense Wack cjk'br<iws, 
and a pair of the shining and intense black eyes wli^ch are 
seen so often in Rome ; eyes which cannot look dull, cannot 
look inexpressive, but which, perhaps,, often seegn to mean 
m^ire tHan^they really do mean, more of passion, of fcieian- 
choly, of violence or of reverie. He had a rather large 
moutl^closely shut when his face was in repose, with splendid, 
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^not smalC teeth, a?id a firmly modelled chki with a clrft 
dawn the middle. In the shape af his forehead and in his 
eves there was something that su^'yested inteileetuality, yet 
hi«iacQ|ea a i^hule \Tas the face of a nian,of uetipn, who was 
intelligent, Sirther than nf^r thtnk' r or a st>ide^it. lie eenlj^ 
loo}c .very ga^ even imptijent, Imt i.ft'-n l>Hiked ealnn with 
intpen!?ity behWid the ealm. Ilis liynre wa^ that ef a very 
sfipple and^ atliletic man, ntnl he wme ckithes •that* ha*d 
certainly been cut iy Lmidon. 

As he came U{) Iw sniil<d with an air rd ('(intent, and. 
mec^-vnically sbi<Hithiil Ins lilaek n e nisi ache w ith a strong 
and W(^-sh^ip(*l liamlt shghi ly booMnd l>y the sun. 

U; greel^'d flie t'mint' ss in the inual Italian \Miy, bending 
and t(niching,*or appearing tn tinieln her h ft haj.id with his 
a,s he^idd^t y ntly in hi^. d'h' n Iw turn'd to UokTri^s 
♦irt^ salute^ her in the same manii'T. 

‘ Ben in a^oft. but strong tenor \'oiee. 

• ^ ^ . * 

' But I lia\(' Iweii in Itoiiv some tune,’ said l)olor(.‘s. 

^ Tn e«:<» lle»t Lmdish liej-eplnd : 

^ did nofr kndsv it. I ha'ce Ins n in the country, at my 
father’s place in Lombardy, and at the lain s.’ 

■A^this moment th's Couiitl ss’s ' manf .Mont'bfuno, came 

{{c lias nftich ohh r than (b sare Can Hi, and very much 
jilainer. Thin, with sloping shoukh rs, and ,a tall and bony 
frame, he had a face t hat, st/ongly\' s( nibled that of a wary 

bliacsdhisund, with Id.bhot, slraiin iT e\ ■ s, and dri uspiiig, 

jiuckerAl ch'.'i ks ai*d lips, llis dom'd foia li'su.! was ciwered 
with line.‘% ^v}lich kept mio ing wTi' ii Iw t.allad, almost as if 
eac^i one were eiidowd \vith u^s' parate and fe\'erish life of 
its owfi. Ills heail \tas partially bald, and he had large, 
y'fllokish wfiit''^ ears, wlfteh always looked fatign.ud and 
pcmjiihau^ jte had noTcyr on his fae<;‘. llesjdte his strange, 
and alryost repuNi\'e n]rpearaue(s he was aristocratic looking 
tffid dominating. In his cxpiression ther<\wa,s that lurking 
sadnesf peculiar to men wdio are the bond slaves to some vice, 
a sadness*as of the *<ju 1 conti'mplating itself impotently 
within the>dark shado^v of its teint>Ie. 

iffotuebruno was never J^nown to smile, but he coi*Id 
ma^e others smile. He was a true fatalist, and would 
follow h^s star to the dark or the devil. 
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C-ountes*? B<?ccafia, wfio would probff’.dy have'[tined anfT 
died if she had not l)ccn perpetually cn inif, had engaged a 
table in the ividciJe of tht; restaurant, which could be raked 
by the glances of ^‘very one. Here luY tigure,eoulc^ be^sten 
the very best advantage, .vhilc she nibblecFat a sole and 
some pWit.s’ pou;. sij>[>ed snnic Vichy water, aind entertainetf 
her guests, for yhorn she had tal;eu (’are to order a ()erfect 
Ifttk' dinricr. Montebruno sat at her left harjd, and cetfi- 
teinplatcd her wi*h his yellow ec'i.s which Seldom changed 
in ex[)ression. He was a great friend of the Countess,'and 
indeed of dearly ever}' smart \s'ornan in Rome. Why e^factly 
they fciiind him attractive no oner knew, r lie ct'uld be 
amusing, but often was not. He never entertained, feeing 
sefiaraN d from his wih* and for v^ er in inoM dilTiculties. 

had the reputation of being jnaurni^'e and wfps 

ex'trismel}’ sellish. Nh werl Ik less he had mlatitudes''*ed 
friends. Possihlv^his ganibhi*g feats, a European 

notoriety, rnaile a Inlo ar'iiind him. To-night he seemed 
drearv'. He heg-an lo eal hie ilinra r with d terrn.'nat'ion, 
but for a time said r'erN' hi Me, exei pt uheli he-eritieised^ic 
foiKl. Countess Itoei'ara did not appear at first to notice 
his di pre.s'sion. Jslc rallh d rm, ki eping tlw conver^tion 
general ; but [iresenlh- she (fix oted herseif entirely toVjj^. 
Hi s Voice was thin and harsh. .She hoserial Idrs, a^nd S;>on 
thev were talking earnesih,' in iind- rtoiies. Tor a moment 
she looked across to Hofi'lres ai'. 1 Can lli and sairl : 

' He’s explaining a sN'sledi to me. I 'm g'diig tO Montdl 
Carlo for tdin-tmas,’ 

Then she sippi <1 her \di'hy watsr, cast a qu.'ck glance 
round the restaurant to see who w.as watching her, And a^ain 
devoted herself to Montebruno, 

Dolores felt seeretiv ill at ea.V', but sly*- w’os too emuch 
accustomed to the world to show if; There yasNioniething 
in M ontebruno which she disliked, tlfough flhe .scarcely knew 
what it was. Pi.issibly it was his appearance whi^ ma'ic 
her shrink from him. When she lookcal away fronr^him to 
Carelli she realised how great is the dominion of*a woman’^ 
eves over her mind. Carelh’s face and figure, his strong, 
nyanly Expression and completely natural manner, ^leAsed, 
nearly all women. His mother was English, and thoug^h in 
appearance he was thoroughly, even strikingly Itffiian, the 
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Latin t«*Speramenf inherited frorn*lus flither was modified 
to a certain extent by the Anylo-Saxon strain in his iilMod. 
Indeed Princess Carelli often sajd that Ce^rre was nmre 
E^fthsi^ thai> she A naturally indj>lent \ieinian, uitli 

nctne of the^Taiylish sporJ:iny♦iuNtincts, aft<T,lea inarriam 
she Jiad raiirllv ix'come Italianis-d. Her laneiioj, her 
gTgceruI mdift-rence had increased. She iigd Si h 111 ci\ iTl up 
\*isiting England, and m-ver went fmiher awav frmn Ifonie, 
or her husband's coyntry place, than IVri^. Ec<'n her point 
of Ttiew had become almost cornfih trlv Italian. Upon moraV 
quei^icrns she had, or affeetial to ha\’e, (h'.- Ronffui oiitlonk. 
And Rigli^h •es})eet»bility and risserve—thoiiirht by most 
Italians tifbe either a national hs'poerisy, or a funny man¬ 
nerism unsuji^iorted by^wts of atueyation — iiyai^tably, if 
►'brought to hcr^iotice, drew from In r some lanyuidiv cynlegl 
rf'e’ftiark. ^'ith such a mother, and with a fathiT^coinpli M ly 
Roman, CcsK^^^ww-^'icnee i^aild hardlv be I'in'di^h. And 
it certainly was not. Yet,now nnd tlwn he .siieyosfrd I h^ 
Ertglisinnan# tieUedi ah^iost of lihiffiu ss fortilied his grace. 

ease of.rnahner wa,s tcmpkTed by a passing haut' ur. 
Or a cloud that had suri ly lloatni from the other side of 
thcj^'hannel labsenred for an m^tanfr the shiiTing lire of 
^yes. 

JDoli^es, \tho had knoAvn (.’anili in Rome during tin:' firc- 
vioiis winter, has'ing rm t him out hunting and at many 
parties, and who .also kig< \^his nfother. hlo d these English 
suggesfions. Although she ICid rieeer seen ea ry much of 
Cnrellihslie had f.,Jt friendly to\i.ards him, had lu-m f'it a 
curious (jointidence in him. Rih towards tlw close of the 

Ri^nian* Sf.anson this conlid'nee had tua/n disturbed, this 

- • 

frientMy feeling had iTei n not destroyed but slightly shaken. 
For Carelli fiad^come to k^iow i.if Sir Theodore’s assiduity in 
^'^sbing The^lienzils, itn^l had draivn from it conclusions 
wholly Italian. •.\ndth' se cinclusions had led him to show 
•e Dolores the fact that she meant somothing to him that 
the oMier women in Rome did not mean. lie had said 
nothing. *For the (grdinary cojn[)lim<'nts considered by 
Italics ho be due to^all charming women of course^did not 
ootinCT But —she knew. ,^nd he had intended her\o kngiw. 
lAt flrit, though she had been sur]rrised, she had not really 
cared dither way. She had been too indifferent, too^ntirely 
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free of all fceli'ag fl^r Carclli even to be /ingry for tflore than 
a few minutes. But in the Minmier, during her absence from 
Rome with hee husband, s'rangely this indifference had been 
replaced by,an une.asiiu'ss, ad'Unite anxiety, Ns+ich grinv-ttjr, 
tit seemeil, njiraeuh.U'ily witiiin h'-r, like a plant groadng^ 
withi'pt r<H>ts. Eur shs' heard tyithing of (_'it?elh ; had no 
cemimunication from him. lie might be dead'and she might 
not Know'’, W'suld not be distressed if she did <know'. Sl^e 
said that to h< rs<Ti, and eoiild not aecoi.uit for her change in 
'feeling about liim. bometinie,s slie almost f'lt as pf, with 
the force of’an unusual strength, he Hung innueiiee ufro/! her 
from afar. It was not that now she likeil hf.n better. All 
her power of affi-i;tion was centred upon her liushand, and 
;^he was' neif the sort of'wssman w Its conid 0^'^ hi}ve a mere^ 
p'lvsical cafiriee. ’ ^ 

What troubled her \sas this. .She graduallv. m absenr’e,' 
began mvst' rioudy to kno\s'''lhat might Jiave a 

Certain effect I’pon le r hf'. Wh' iier this kieovledg'.' came 
she C'luld riot tell, ami, f'lr this r'Kisoii. it iriftcEed K-el spmt 
with Something that was almost akin to'fear.* Wh en tlie 


little ('ountoss hail ask' d Ik r to dinner she had known at 
once it was to niiC t (.'ari' 111. T1 le (.’ijiintess had gl^'etv' 
instead of morals, Imed intrigue, anil quit' light-heart^di^' 
amusi'd hi'rs'If b\' ^^hat she eall' il ' eausii'g''d.'resi^'.'ndcs.’ 
.She delight' d in miselmwoiidy fin ih' ring a naughty love 
affair so long as it did not in an\’ w)h\' interfi r'; with herself. 
Though Vain sIk' ha<l ri'> ri al t'iiifiisrarnent. That was why^ 
jxior Boeeara I'loked so J/gm/sf’, e\i.T_\' o le said. .\nd she 
rather liked Itolori s. .So she th'sught she wisuh^ cause a 
crescendo in the lisa'S of Dolores am.l Cesare. And insw she 
talked in an under-voice to Montebruno, and peacefully 
hoped for the wsarst. 

‘Of course yui are going to hui.'t’again this.season,’.said 
C’esare. He was looking bold and strorig.^yid hea[th w'as 
enthroned in the clear Homan pallor of his firm chcelcS'. 

‘ Can I help you at all in picking up your horses ? Why not 
come out with the Braceiano staghoutids as well as the fox¬ 


hounds this winter ? 
yot ? ’ 


Or are 



‘Too much,’ said Dolores, holding firm to the abrppt 


rc8oIve<she had cCme to that day at the Excelsior. 
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* Too mTich ? ’ 

His black eyes fixed therasehes upon her, but tlieir 
expression did not alter. 

i J'es^ am*not giftng to hunt this seasyn.’ 

Cesare dift not loitk ^urjirised or aniioytwj. \\itliout| 
speaking h*e ^ntinued to DoImi-. s. And she^ as if 

he Jia(5 put a (Question, contnuu d : 

•'Moving ^intil our apartnir nt ha-. Imo-ii \ ery •.\[ii.ifrivP. 
We have hail to do yo nunii. So I mu A «j)raytis(:' rceinoniv. 
And hunting is not eeonomii'al, is it Y ’ 

‘ J^gnoiny ii hoivid,’ remarki.d Cesare, ‘ e^^)eeiall\ in 
itoine.’- 

'Rut I*habe another reason,’ said Dolures, turnin'' 
towards him t^littlo nion.^ 

^' I thought y^u li id.’, 

• •*! don’t^hink yu could gii' ss what it is,’ 

‘ I never i gu 'ss ^hat ari; tl^s reasons of ladies. 

Tin y are too rnysfi rious.’ 

‘•ThWi^vinWr I want to ]mow nmie of the intelhagual and 
ai^ Stic side *01 Rome. It is alj \ itv ^^eH fisr Rotnans to 
hunt and jilay bridge and dance .all th'; time. Thev lia\e 
seem.gverytliing — or if th' }^ ha\i n t, We y don’f want to. 
R^ii^ve foreign' r* -it is folly for us to eoni'- to Rone-, and to 
liv^ thfj-e ex» idly as if \M' \\'''r'.' in Camu s or Ml 'iite Carl'e or 
aiiy other gay ]ilai;e that ha, a baii.al sia i'U. Rome must 
'be so woiidi rfiih’ 

' Mu.?t be ! Don't you kno^ its w<Piidi is 

' Not* really, l^it as wi; arts g'MUg to setth' dijw) here 
more or lyss I mean to know tlu iTi.' 

'•WillV'iu let me help you ? 

‘I (daresay you are^a wr\' goial hail out hunting, but I 
(iin>know r^hether ymi wtiuld be a good Cicerone. Resides, 

I hiiy,'e oiHu’ 

‘ Ah, your hiiaJitmd.’no doubt 1 ’ 

Oh no.’ 

Cesate’s face slighth' ilarkened and his eyes looked hear'y 
,and morose. Rut he ^aid nothing, only lifted his glass and 
► sipped hia chumpague. Then, putting ids glass down, he 
reiflarSfcd, with a stiffness that suggested] Englarijl : 

‘Take care not to catch e<^d in the churches anid museums. 
^Thly a* dangerous in the winter-time.’ 
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‘ And the Cfiild the Canipag'na when one *!» waiting 
about for hounds to throw off ? ’ 

Suddenly Ort Hi’s face^ became animated and his eves 
shone. 

‘ Ah ! The__Campag'na ! ’ In; sai^l. 

That WiLs all; but his eyes, jiis voice, tl»c gestuiic he 
made, told a hisjory. 

*■' And you,’ he added, ‘ will y,.)u give up the (’lynpagna fdr 
the CatacMiubs, fot the (;r<»tt'>s decorated with the bones of 
^lead Cappiieeini ? ’ 

He h esitifLcd, ga/ing at la r ; then just as she was alioji't to 
sp<-ak, as if naived ti\' sona thiiig irreswailde, be qdded : 

' lint perhaps the (.'ieerone of Uon'ie is r'nucli cleverer, 
much more entertaining, than the^ioor jackitoscs who love 
t^^c* winds and the sjiaees, and the spund of'galloping hoofs'* 
acTOSs the grass. Is it so ? 

Dolores thought ^of L'td\' S.^.ah, u itln In . 'Itffi’e gaur.c aiirj 
her t' Hpie jiiished ne. ry, 

‘ Chi |o sa Vou ma\’ lia\'e rnej, her.’ 

‘ lb r ! ’ said Cesare. 

Th ere was something idiuost childish in the emphasis 
he put e>n flic \vi >rd. «- 

‘ Lady .Sarah Lh s.’ _ 

' I have ni-ver met her. Ihit what does that»mat^*r ?‘, I 
feel tliat she will be a good Cieeroik's rjuite pimfeet, one to 
be tnisted, and followed tS the (H at^fi or the Crdosseum.’ 

‘ \N’hat ’s that abortt tl ii‘ g'oliisseum ‘f ’ interTuprt.'d the 
little Count I'ss. ‘ It alwav's interests me l^a'iiuse I ’\it never 
seen it. I only know it by'all the poling one hean^ about it 
from the pinar dears with introductions who are'passfhg 
through Rome. It is in casa to tliern (A'ery day.’ « 

She had afiparently grasped Mfintebruiags ‘‘system;’ tor 
she now once more made eonv ersatieirfgeneral. ‘^MuPitebryno, 
on whom foexl and wine, extremely faStidiuits though he was 
about both, never ^seemed to make any effect* and w'ho WkJh 
therefore quite a.s likely to be amusing before dinner as he 
was to be dull after it, had perhaps received a hinf from the 
Countess that she wished him to exert himself. F«r he now 
hazarded several shots at the reputations of Rome. f *' 

It seemed that he had reccnfly been in Paris, and had 
there cync acrosa more than one pretty woman weUflknoVn 
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*in Romef^uying gt-^-ns which woulTl not*Iiavt been supplied 
had not long-standing accounts been scttls’d just in the 
nick of time, tliat is to say. just J^hl■n the n*\v niMdcs were 
ccrfiyng^n. The setfling of these neenutiU; ga\ e'Htebrnno 
the opportiAiity for his Fur the hu.^.iands uf tli*< 

*pretty' vfein'ieiifliad nut hjosj^ini rui. ir purse strings. 

Jhif little Countuss enti-rial 'sig'riy intij the di'eussiun 
o4 the subject, which \vas otiu aft' r IcT own In',art. She 
never hfid any conijninel iun in slheoirti : ly.T total lack 
of moral sense, and equally euniph to luck of liyjajensy.. 
She ^5<;fte\'ed that all n auaiahli’ human brii^o (ho'oti’d 
rtieir efforts t 4 i soeur*ng to thiuiuhis a g.iod time, and 
directed tlF- sliafts of her (iallie irony agaIn■^t those only 
w'ho endeavoiifed to conceal those efforts an<l jir< tend ty 
iipything ?lse. 

, Uohftes list eiH'il to the euii'.'er^atlull, in^\^hleh .file 

fljul C esare f'liuiigl^ ]lart lu e the others the 

neccssufv' cm s, sl*e fell stnyigely i-ulated in that deep has' 
wlf^’h #>^e to her hyskand. Sueh a lure was .Mird}' 

nift'e than ukfashiunahle in Ibniie, it a, as almost ridieuhsns. 
Wire shs' to fall in lu\a‘ vitii ( e are ( aielli nearly all the 
wuMwn she knew in buiiie \'.(add I hmk hw .idmiralTly normal, 
w^iim e\en fcel,*perhaps, a smi of sisteii\' sympalhy with 
,heif S^ic WiBild not he isislatid then. I'nl, uftsr tin _\i‘urs 
of nian’ied life at elosi* ipiartirs, to lie in lo\'e with her 
husband 1 To be sei'rrtl^ Wirtumt lieeaiise he liked to \ isit 
and plfty w ifh another woman’s eirihlren ! Who would 
sympathise with ,si.^'h iionsensi; as that t 

Dolores^had livi.-d much and uTtimately in what is railed 
the*greaf world, and \mis aeeii^tonied to the rm.idera habit rif 
speakiftg frankly of aff sorts of things vbieh usei.l not to be 
puiblinlv dist^is.s^d in rnifed companies. .She km-w that 
women w^osi^Yi’*''’*^*^'-' hfes were inpHceable were often the 
mo.st startlingly* oiitsUo^en. Nevertheless this cirilised 
bmtaliA'' nearlj^always grated upon her, bi,enuse it gave her, 
despite»her knowledge, a stupid feeling as if almost every¬ 
one who wBus any one r^is rnon; or less a ‘ bad lot.’ Secretly 
»he was sensitive enoui^h to fee] as if .sjiccch and actiop were 
almf>st>^the same thing. s\nd she was a natiu;ally puK- 
mindedwthough a clinging anS passionate woman. To-night, 
luddcnli while Countess Boccsxa chattered, Mont§bruno 
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fired at the li^ininn pit^r-nns he can full\’ released*from his 
trap'', and sli'.' aiid ( ' save .siiiilod and appeared to ajipro^c, 
she felt as if e.'M \va\-u Heat' d over her. She longed to 
escape frori| soei'and tlie prospieet fit the Uonuiji 
Isiniost appalj'd h'-r. IT' r iifner yiiiotioiia] life rendered he:j^ 
unlit/or Ihe life of In r ivairi, .';jhe knew )h;#. and shojelt 
as if eoop i.e el'}',o[|o mint kno\\' it. In his ht inli Ihilt vgicc 

III*! elirifiio pronoiinei'd ,a sai'casni at the’ e'Xpei^sie of a wTl- 
knowri \\oni;i<;i, \f)io^(’ lo\a i-, faithful ^or many Ve’ars, had 
Mahleiih’ shown a strong iiieh nal leci to he freed front his 
hon,h. ■ 

' hlie’ ie Mll'pne' d. Hot that h-' ll.r. sfayipl Jjo long, hilt 
that lie evant'. to go lae.',’. Hut slw lias al'.'.aw hN'eai ulllieteel 
,i\ it h ait insjdi' ais malady.' 

A\ hat malady? ’ adod t Im (.'oim,ha’'S, einioinly. 

■ The hnai't-parah’sis l■al|o(l ])\' s(ame’ lid''ht\'.'^ 

' ])o \aiii think liih’lit's a nmlad\' ? t 

All the liii'-s III Hontehrnnei'.s high fon hoad were himilv 
at m vl:. 

‘'file ])aral\ sed l)od\' c iniHaf mo\e fhim one riaeiiii*" tri 

nnotlior. 'I'lw parale hoart eaniiot nio'se fnarn one lore 
to aiiothdr. It n < ond'nmed to om/ )o\’i’ .as the par’de'sed 
hiad\' Js eoliih mle d to i 1 1|o T's 'In.’ 

‘ Tlwn sni'ely it is to ho pit io,] ? ' said ]),,!(in-s. 

' tl'lioro is Hot mneh room in li fo h .r pit}returinal Monte- 
lariiiio, lixing his hloodshot eyes-nj^gii Iwr. 

She shi\ < rod, 

‘ Is there a draiighl \sliere ymi are sitting, ei/ra . ' asked 
C? amt es-, 1 .eeara. 

‘ T think thei’e must he. Ihit T don't know wln re it eeaiies 

f I o 111, ' S1 1 (’ ; n o 'I'd. 

Iwt iis go and nl ill tlw hall. W'e wih have coffte and 
smoke cair cigarettes there.' 

She gi 't nj). 

When the}' W'je in tlic hall she said to Montebruno : 

‘Do onler the coffee, and you, t’esare, light C'onr cigar. 
Lady Cannynge and I are going todiave ti\e dreadful dull 
ininuios all hiy ourselves, as thr’ wopien do afte> dinners in 
Diigland. Collie, earn, to la- bored.' 

She led Dolores avay to a little distance, andjthey sat 
dowa^pn a sofa. Then she said confidentially : 
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‘ Did Yffo notice that Cardli said not*»ing,\vhen Mnnte- 
bruno was speaking about Anna Marsina and Pualo 
Cilfia ? ’ 

‘^Yes, He didn’t .%etn niueh int'Tested.’ 

' 3Tont?bru*;» is nialii'ii >U'. .'J'liat is *whv lie toJd us. 

• • # 

fti-nigJjt ub(.'»utilR' t ;/(ii;/g u7 (J;at l>>\ c. It avis hU meant lor 
CarehhV 

i^\ hat lias Cai’i 111 tu (j<» \mIIi it V 
‘ lie has I.'ft' ly d'Ca- uhat Cillia i^ tr'.'ing.t') d<i.' 

'I’he (.’"Unt<'ss’a icdtlirMwii ( vas Wire ^tazing at Uulores. 

’ I Uinh rstaiid.' 

Y(.)U kriiia t^iat t'ai^'lli is tluite vaairs uld ? ’ 

‘ Is Iw ? 

‘ Just oViT thirty. And h'; has h- nst niarriial. 'JJie uid 
Frincess f(:ittnd '^saasd psiiplr f,,i- luni wilh (a\is1laut da^s,* 
aiJktaai wan' (piita pasadda !■ Hiking iiiLn the bargain, liut 
,he«\vi.iuld not^-fAvyi^y.' ^ 

* \\ hy elmuld In. *' ’ 

‘ U is^usual^ii It.ale, I'Hpicially f>ir an imU' suin' 

WtV-rliajis In:'^ \Mi'. In it in h * mid I )< 'l"ri s, with a 
^ fill s'agU'Uiess, glaiaang .al h iiit I In' 1 s;; f'" .im 

She felt tie.’ t''iunl'''ks sniall, but .atbyiviry haiM mi her 
arm 


[lurpi 


u. 


was in^dvas d’liat \sas a he." 

■ ReallF. Ifiiw pi'ilt'e^ I'rinei Iki’luldi is! ] 
'^n.aliaiis — 

• 'So il^ I. Fanlli 'lias Tiilmir'd f'i|'»la'l\e years, sinee 
h'- was eiglitreii, t'l til'- Afane' lli. ,\nd Iw lia. bink' n aitli 
her, as Cillia ui^he-. In bi'i :ik \»)lli ,\niia .M arsina. All 
Ronw.‘ kni*fs il.’ 

The Cpuiitess’s liaiidWilt nr a i 'a! lal rary iipdii thi' arm of 
I'iol.arei, 

‘ What e^ui4<* Hie reasi 4 ;i, emu '! I am full nf euriesit}’.’ 

' I itni net. •T1 i 4' eenH,,li7 ati d here affairs iif Heine seem 
te uniffieresting,' said Ituleica, \miIi a t<.>ueh of 

genuine (^sgust in Ipt \ eiee. Ihit the Counters was not to be 
jsut off tluis * 

^ ‘ In Ronn^ such things do not hajrpe'n without some ^ood 
reaso«, * they do in PJris,’ slie went mi. ‘ The me?i hcr| 
Ifave a (\rt.ain tradition. Citrelli nuist be deeply in love 
with tinoMier woman, or he would never ha^m botherj^d to 
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break with tlir .M^nrell* A Roman dc^'S not ea?ijy get rid 
of a habit wliicli h;w lasted f(.>r twiT’c years.’ 

‘ Very iikelv he intend.^ tn marry,' said Dulores carelessly. 
She hsiiye^d alna;^t rr red}' to stop tli^ Conversation, 

%*;hc knew thyt any slnw of feeling b}- her woftld only rouse 
the aayest smpieions in tRo Ijo as t of Col^ti Roccara". 
-She must ’ ]'l ay up’ tis Irr fri\'oloUs friend. » Rut h*bw*she 
Un,i?''d ti’t be natural at that nioiuent ! 

' Vou thinly it ts tjiat ! ’ saal Uw Ceamtess ipm'klv. 

1 de' not Ihiiik aljout it. I ouh' sugg'of that it in;>\' be 
that.' ' '" • 

I woi,,.._, ,, ,L eo C'snrse you Umav ali^vut tlai ManccJi 
and (,'arelli—about th' ir eoimeetion, I mean'? 

What ijoes iiiis' Hot kiiow b\’ l^oarsay in Rome' ? ’ 

Rut you lia\'o scc[i thoiii tiigi th'T out Inintiifg ? 

Js tha^ so \-er\' stisingo ? 

' d he rupture ^appenod h. the suivmjiiv^’^rv soou alter, 

Vi'ill loft Rome, I-,!!,;.' 

Sudd.nlr- 1). ■hires r'nieinbored the eurious.ehapgj,- wdiich 
had taken ])lai'e within hei' ■ If ; the pas'.mg of ni(hfferf''nce 
towards bai’elli from her miiid, the ms'stei-ious greiwtli of 
uiieasiiieU, of ,anx. ty within h'r. Thn. ehonge had^ taken 
jilaee \'ory soon afler .-lii ha.l h ft Rome for the' suhnper. 
.'she' had woiiilii 'd what eoiiM ha\'e' ('au. < d it. Ilird it. 
eoiilel it ha', e eoiiieiihil \i 1 1 h tins (le-hnite. e\'en eirastic, 

'■halige made l>y fair Ih tn his bfe^^' 

d he thouirht stiud; IrT almost hive a missile. 

.So maiI\ things mu d, ha\ e hajipeie i^ after we j ,,l iionie, 
she said, slightl}' r.aisiiig' la r eyehrows. d'his was a little 
triek of heTs, aiiel it emphasiseil the' ^^istfulness o^‘ herdace. 
i.blt look 1 ’ she addeil, ' Ri'i lieess'R,i 1 to|di W alits.W'oin’ 
d'he jifetty Sie'iliaii Rnue'i sa wa.s forming he-r is'enjng 
eolirt. (,'ounlesS RiKS'ala was :,heiut to t'esp.vnii to her 
elolpieiit ge'sture' of iiir it.ition with i.iui'y (spudly elei<p_ieut. 
of regretful refi^sal, wlie ii she- liappeued tb pen.'eR e a.ljill 
k.iiglislnnan, with yelhsrv mou.staehes, auel haneisumc grey 
ew'es drawing near to the eirele. 

DjO you want to je>in the ereiwd, Ctira ? ’ she yaid. ' Very 
V ell—-Ya a little while.’ 

She beckeiued to Montebruno and Carelli, who w';re stand¬ 
ing ivliWh- ■''ttv off looking about the room. 
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As slie^^d Dolores ■went tijwards the ^*rincess she ■whis- 
•px-ted : 

‘ Perhaps yeu are riyht, cara. .Perhaps Carelli is going 
tOi2-(^lTV^ Byt who^an it tie ? ’ 

Dolores slirTigyi J her sin mlde-ts. 

But^ as she^a\v the str^im.if eye,^ of Moutebruno hxed 
upon ifcr she .shivered unee lueire. 


C rtABTI-dt V 

r^.\WY S.VTtAB IriKs, will . as uiie. rtaill in ri yard to j>l:i*\s 
a.s^he was e’-ftani in i'*^U'd ti > | * nei[,|.-x, is n la iiied, < 'f e, mrse, 
unex [ HO‘tS‘dly, in Naples arraiipnne f, a’ fiitm-e iff lii-r 

jiriit»-gei^ ^inti^ Salurd.'iy evenmy ; l.nit she' tet Lrra'phed, in 
rejiN' t< ’ a ineixaei* fri 'in 1 )i it ii'ex, ^ti ■ pr. anixe (hat she w i .iild 
be in Hi mie w it hi lilt fa i! fur I he I .|. ■ ana , ,f 1 1,,. is n.f-l ree un 
Siiiidav iiiyhl. And she dnl;.' app. anh at the •parberini 
I'aj^n^a, fe\v nniyitix befiir,- | he |)in/il-, \\eariiia a ipiite 
I l«.‘Ut blael^ a. . n , N'vhleh she had siiliiehiiw Iiianaaed tn 
jillt un Wl'iilia. ll'iW ^.1 -iiii|ile a p(i\sn ewllld be vsisiULdv 

put on, ur in \^hat e.vaell', lb' vs is'itpiie-.s w ai ,|s(iil, perha[is 
■•ven a maniiei^nin ci aild ha is II f has e 1 \[,|;iin. d. lint the 
least ubs#r \ a 1 1 1 ev e y 111 P 1 1 .a v i ‘ ii i a riv ed I h e f a e f ^ 111 i d marked 
also that Bie bhieh aiyis-tPa \\hii*h J^adw Sarah wiire' us n 
hair*irnaitieiit, had Iweii iiiiernnel',- msia'ted in tlie only pilace 
freirn wtyeh it fs iiild pis ^ait a e, inTpleP 1\- drunken appearniiee 

tyjko «iue) al wTirld. III ui lej 1,11 id I, Ills .Sa rah (SI I ril'd a .small 
bag. ^Thi.♦baa^^ .'IS iiier'l^' a liabil, lila- the hhie gauze and 
tjie turpies. J-.xiagly wfi.it* it e(intamid, besjj, s a pucket- 
liauitkei’fl'iief, fe^ p.i ip|e kiu'W. But every une wlas knew 
Lady ,Sa*;di wu-s aware that it was g. nerallv uwerlilled with 
something. • Idar it freyuently burst ujieii at unexpected 
lyionients, njj if the elu.v T>' {saektai eiaiits nts were bufhjcyt ing, 
and wen( detennined at*all cost tu have air. Air\ on thesa 
^ccasionjaa handkerchief alw^avs appeared on the summit 
Btruglflin^ towards freedom. 
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When Lady,Sartih wtfb shown in Dol<ire,s was aigne in the 
second drawing-rouin standing before the Donn^j gti-ard-dTido- 
il mare.' It^ilian servants seldom announced visitors. 
Lady Sarah had tinie to put her bag a table, the bag had 
i]:iine to Imrst ripen* and Lady Sarah to close it tsuth mechani¬ 
cal determination, before Dftliires' looki d ruui^. 

‘ Lady Sarah^! 

She c^tne to grr et her. 


‘ Tla.'o ought be here. f!ut he came in Very late to 
dress. W hat a beautifully made gown*! But. 

With a pretty air of gentle intimacy she did seimhtbyig to 
it deftly, and added : 

' I elo love your hair. Will \ ■ ai let me put*in Ve-'ur aigrette 
where they are' worn ip Bans now ? 

But, my dear child, what does it matter^ NWbody loohs 
at me.’ 

■ Bead esiiir lieael .'i little' uaire, J'hi re' ! *-See ■what-a 
difference ! ' Sh< bii ].ady Sarah to a mirror, 'Now you 


are' 1 ‘hic ’ 

No le'nger cnve'lope,! in veib. l.ady Sarah show el a chavm- 


ing he-ad, coNcred \Mtb silLy hair, in eol.iur aint.ier nungled 
with wlii'le', Slie' .".'iii'e it |iMi ' ly arraieged, niid it made a 
eliaraetcristie frame f^ir Ir-r liliint. but altr.'ietie’e fe'.VjUees, 
anel large, kind gi'ey e\v^, Slie v, lo \ 1 y, I mt ; lid net suggest 
nil}' speeial age, f,,r o.ri'e’.', P.id ij"t o.bln.d li'i' fd a \cia' 
feniiriine- bni'',ane\' fliato'.a'. an e-,,enli d iiarl nf lier. And 

« l 

though she' ev'is o inii't lines eaeiie, ebi^ genei';dl\' nio\-ed in a 
S'er}' jiei'si iiial atnioeph'i e , .f I, i nd le a nii nation, the lyiimation 
whie'h sjiring^ fri'iii tie' eanl I'e td ihe' heart, 

Now she- put up hei hand to\',ards her heael. 

' Xo, 11,\',,ii are iiiit to t'liieh ltd 


f.adv Sar.'di I'lnglieil, 'i'lieii ui her eliararfe, ,,,1 le,. v'eiieel 

Veae,.- slie said : 

' I shall ne'\'er be e/,u’e. I He'eve w,is as a, e'oUng veanan.’ 
Sfie' sat d'oen, with a carelessl}' supple m i\vnieni.v e'layrcd 
her liaiiels round one bfleil kice and looke'd ed.ioiy the l.)ig 


ro<im. 

’You have done it ikliglitfully — just the right red and 
freen." 

Her eves came to the hcartli. 

' That’s a delicious frieze. Those dear little boys are' 
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"illing life, f can almost hear thAii skouting. But 
,^re's the wonderful doggie ? Is he banished when you 
v'e people ? ’ 

J’ve ^ot ri^l of him.’ 

•.-^rcady ? •What a short reign.' 

Tlieo didn’^hke iiim, eriuldn^ 1 m ar tiiin ! ’ 

Dtjka^'cs sat ^lowu by r.ady Saiah. Witl^a sudden im- 
?tuosity she took her friend’s hand, ami said in a ksw \'tace'' 
k 1 hurrii dlf : 

‘ TJiis is raur first real iKuiie since we ’\'e been married, 
do vjant Tiieo to like it. I want liiin te) get to l.tee it. So 
ftmstn’t'fia\'e^‘inytliiyg in it he diehlo s. And such liltle 
iings'make»all*tlie diTferenee, Neio jn,t spoilt everything 
■re f^ir The<i. *So Iv ’s g'^ie and I wini’t have ai]_olhrr dog. 
idv Sar.'il^ yeai^lo like me, den't }aMi ^ 

4»aly Sar.^i impnidvely elasjied the haial that^held la.TS 
ifh both he^liaiids, 

^Theiiiielp me fi> mala- Tie r’s Ijf,- happy here in Borne 
is»\vii4<^. Iblp me lo neda him fergef- tlwl liis‘eai'eer's 
jfri end, and he A eiip ef hai nes'j. Do yen 1 •:no^v that tliis 
nner is tis bless our e V d'liso said so. Of ceiurse 

’s aj'hrase. Dni y"U -ask that it may be blessed ! ’ 
.•^bXi]>tly she released b(-r hand freni Lady Sarah's. 

' ’Slis'c) 1 ' sh(i said, g' Iting nja ' T.ady .Sarah ’s been bere 
n mimiB-s.' 

Her \aiice had e^ imph i-handed. Tr seiuided g'nitlv 
Hiafling. • 

' llas'e*you yeiii' hair, oi - \., h,p \S( >ndei'ful 

flower ! 

Si» Th ■^Khsre \\'as c'lrning les\ards the beartli. In his 
buttonhole' he- uas ^^eft^ing a i-mall res.; that was extra- 
ri^Jinawl}’ be'ofltiful. It \s;th no longer u bu<l, eel seareeh' 
a full lloww, ^hyly it s'^med to hnver on the threshedd of 
lovely life. In slaspe it was (sxajuisite, and in eelonr it 
sliaii»d fft an pale^■el^■l^^ to a <h ep orange hi_ 4 ', in whieh there 
teemed ty be undernotes cd reddish bre>wn. 

Dolores ptit up her hj^nd as it shi' were g'ling to touch it 
JJfntly. I'koup h i sitatijig, she aeldcd ; 

‘ Whe|t did you get it*';' ’ 

Sir TlVeKlorc greeted Lady Sarah, turned towards his 
wife And finswered, with a tender ring in his.deep voice ; 
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« 

‘ Little Th^ gifi'c itlo me “ to be grand witlffl' to-nigbt 

in honour of this important occasion.’ 

Dolores IcEher hand drop. 

‘You know how diliplh fully f<in«i cliildj;en n^e of, an 
„occasion, f.udy sJlly,’ Sir FI icodnre crjiitinuciK, standinj^ Iiy 
the laurth, and looking dotMi nt tlie little r<)^e ,•* ‘ how theV 
leap nt an foant, whither it 's a ('hristrnas s^i ickiriyn 4>r only 
T) afsy iV Ftii'kie made mw hv the' mumjis I Little tlieo 
Den/il leape'^ iitrthis ONeiit, with a tlower for Ais important 
godfather wlm has got a home and is gieitig a feast in it.’ 

And he^oueheel lh<- ilowi r whie-h Dolores liad m iftoyched. 

‘ I Wonder where the Denzils are.^ said Ijolores., ‘ Th?o, 
1 lieliiWi- you ha\ e lie-eli tli' l'e and ma^le the-'n Ute ! ’ 

Sl'ier-,p. .l:e' liglit le, 'jiniliiig. 

■ I (lid look in to ha\e a gnmo with tlu^ eliil^'ireii. Th'*.' 
e*‘erc m great siiints to-meht.’ 1 fe luoke' off-as tlii*- <^,oor 
opened, ‘ Here eonie 1 he father andjnolh'T f’ 

MiS. Denzil came in rather ipiiekle', fitllowcd lay her tius- 
band. esCnt u]) tei Doh.ies and, piiUmg her fi^eie neyr tw the 
face eif the person she wasypeal.ing I o—a habit of Tiers w4iieh 
was rather engaging- boeg d la r ]aardon for being late'. 

‘1 kiiow it \'.a-»'I'lii'o’s f.'iull,’ said Dohares. ' Ib' kept 
\ e'U by pi a sing with the ('hildri n.' 

Slit' turned and si.. hands with Deiizil, yjio wu'. locking 

Cordial in liw stiaiw way. 

‘ la t Us go in at oiieo* :ind \v' ttill show \aai all the roiains 
. . > ‘ . 
afterwards, if you Aalle (','r,'</ to see' them, '‘bdlna- ytai and 

1 must shai'i yoiir husb.ind. W'e didn't ask another mnn. 

^\’e wanteil to lio unite e/l fiuiiillt' to-niglit.’ 

‘ d’lie' -way she s:iid that Won't be forgotten in hecvyen, 
theaight Lad}' Sarah, as sTk' pudieiHe r aigrette slightly out 
of its place ;ind toelv Sir 'I'lwo*ta'e’s arm. 

Mrs. Denzil was a t ei}' happ\' twiinaii, eei'tainly one of the 
happiest Women in the weirlil, and simply anel eharhiingly 
she showed it. (jiffiising about la r an atino'gihere u4 jo;jfcj;hat 
had something of the radiant quality of light. Sltg wa-S not 
brilliant and never tried to sparkle in wsuds. Eut her hear^t 
sparkled and dnw pe'ople towards its rays. Deiizil, too, w^ 
happy and was too strong anel sincere, teio compli^.ely. him¬ 
self, ever to dream of concealibig it. But neither cf d he ev^r 
obtrude his felicity. He and his wife were r'majkably 
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cmturaJ p(^fe, and. ix-iug quite free*frnrn*fooJ^hness, never 
:)ored others ■with their blessecincss, and ver^^ scldrim roused 
others to active To-iiivlit, l)eing with gi^nuine friends 

IS they both suj'ipDseii they were in tlie moorl for deligiitful 
lour/, arifl thr^djuner liegari wiUi spirit. Deiizirvas nee cr 
3f\'oluble man, but he iiad jileiit\'*in liis mind, and, tlierefore, 
oleiity’to say To those wle*wer'- cong'iiial to him. Tady 
Sai^h was very human and res[)onsi\-e. And .Sir T^heockiref 
talked well afld was full of life, e\cn when in:- chanced to be 
iad. . In depressioii li^ was never j)hlegiiiatie, I'h e first part 
of the ee^ning seennal to g. > gaily, d'his conk pri^'ed to be 
ft •nccess, and cvervbealv admired tic- diiimv-roorn. And 
possibly as t^ie evenin*; bi gan so it might hae'C ended but 
fur two reasons,g-aeh a | ij >areiil ly trilling. 

•The first thein,' wax tl* rai' ing by Douzil of Ins glass iti 
a ttiisst to hii^frieiids’ haj'june'ss in tlc ir n<;w home. lb d^ 
pcifc of Course iQiftke a spee'ch, bn^ at t Iw end id diiucT when 
de?sert wues brought round, he |o, ifed, i* ratlcT sttired, 
abouj him w^th his si rang’ly expressioules.s eye’s, and, 
speaiving i^ a slighUy hoarse*\ oiee^ s;tiel : 

‘Dolores—Theo, old boy—wn widi you well here.’ 

There was nothing in the words, Ihit J)en/,il s]#ike with 
sucl^synple emphaxis, and laid such an e|.M]ueiit stress on the 
j>enny;iinate wi^rd,*nnd the gesture \'. ith which he lifteel his 
glass*was^> manly, and yet souc how so full of heart, that 
Ift' struck into the hearts of l^s eonipanions. Faidi one felt 
that here,was ir man who genui*iely lo^d his friends, and 
with a .stj;eing nature- esas eeilhng all goed things toward.s 
them. Even the stating eyes und ihe slightly hoarse voice 
aiehel.the Il’essii III he null le-. 

‘ Thank yeni, Frain'is,•said .hir Theodure. 

Dolo^'S oj‘i(ii»il herh]o. biij efisi d tlieui without spe.aking. 
La^ y Saral^anel J'lTlna Deiy'il < e-hocd De-nzil's ‘ we wish you 
Well ’ shilling, afid i^raiik th'*toast. 

'Ar^l, tl^n for tU.- first time during that evening there was 
pause, a silence- which liad in it soirielhing frigid. Sir 
Theodore Tookeel across the taljle at Dol. ues. Slie was look¬ 
ing down. She was weating a dress whieh was exactly the 
ci^oui^of «garette sniokm Sei-ri in bright sunshine. Ile^^Iong,# 
slight nc-c\ her little dark heuel* her e.xtraorelinarily sensitive 
nostriiiii, tlV“ grent curling lashes winch showt^d against her 

c 
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still girlish c4ieel<%, at fliat moment see^ied to hn»^usbana<o 
stand ('lit fi’i'iii tie ir eir. iriiiiment tragically. Often he had 
th onL,'’ljt tJi;^ his \\ ife \s'us \\'i.stfnl, was e\'en mysterious look¬ 
ing. Now, fnr tie lirst tim<’, and #n]y for a moment, he 
thiinght that thiTc was iimn lliing actual^' tr%ie *[q her 
beautv, tragic e\s n in hrT snftness. The hnpression “^he 
reei-ivc'd was so painful that aVish, which was nlm#)^t*hke a 
srtord,. tliat slu.’ wmuM glance u]) cut through his i^ind. 
Instantly ,|j(l glanc<- n]), and met his eyes, ® And he found 
hiinsi If thinking : ' \\ hat is slw ? ^\’hat ant I ? Qh, the 
curse—Hie cnrM.' of mv igiieranci;-, of thr' unectising ignorance 
of us all!’ 

'Tleai,’ said U'Tircs, ' I’m g"ing to smi iVtuinst Roman 
etiijin tte. Stay and '-meke tMth Fraiici'^ and tve women 
*\vill ha\a- a talk t^g. tli' r. I lia\a' Ian n so Imsv lately that I 
•liave Seen iiutlimg ■ >f ISIna. t'ehic in whenoyou havs* had 
ciiffis', and liiiidt yeiir cig'U's with uy’ 

As slie sp( ike she grit up. 

‘ DtiVi’t give Ti'aii/.i line isi yrnir l.iig cigars. ]:)lcas(^' said 

Mrs. ] )en/il t' > Sir T1 lei mIi Ue. 

* • 

' W hy net, F.dna ? ’ said Uenzil, plairiti\’ch'. ‘ You know 
they afe thr- li.jst cigars I tr\-er get m Itume.' 

’ lie sni'ikes till) mueh. It makes him lesarsc. ^ should 
like my hushand t" he as niel.Mli.ius as \siui-s, I). Tires.*' 

’It isn't sni'il.ing. I ha\'e caught a culd, die Rijman 
sunset ciild. I iiisr-.t .lU a hi" cigar nii such an occasion.’ 

‘ t.ive it him lli'eii 1 ' sa.d Mrs. I)i n/il, smiling., 

And she svent eut after J.a'ly .Sarah. 

‘Where is your new littlr- dug, l.)< Tarrs ? ' asked Mrs. 
Den/.il, repisiting Lady Sarah’s ([uestiun as the’three women 
came- intri tie- drawing-foom, ‘ I K(i\arn’t seen him vet.’ 

‘ He was not a success. I ’ve given him away.’ 

Mrs. Uen/.il looked sincerely surprised*. 

‘ Vi ^vill lie nwfiillv rli'..appointcd,’ sly said. 

She often uynl little liit ^ isf inoffensive ;Iung in Ini't Fnglish, 
which was spoken with a certain delicate preci^Kui Lliat was 
slightly foreign. 

^ )Vill she ? But wliy ? 

‘ She heard there was a live tlog from C6ina here, and 
has been expecting to see a I’hina dog, barking ^tid walkrng. 
She will be quite crushed when she finds it is not to be seen.' 
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** Poor littfe Vi ! "Pheo shouldn't have told ht^r.’ 

‘Qh, your liusbund can’t kccj) anyfliiny fnun the children. 
They were longing to dine liere tw-niglit. Itc told them 
you^ joof-J,rce i^-as to he blessed, and theu imagiyed extra- 
ordinarv' ceren'^mie.s. Iris wa.s des<Tibing theiii in bed to 
Marianjia whence came away, tshe tliouglit a roof-tree*was 
a ChrisAnas-trei^ gn-oving among the ehimnwys, an^l that 
we were going to climb haldiTs aftor diimiT for the blessing.’ 

‘ Let us h>o^ at the ye'of-tree',’ said Lady f:'ar;*h. ' I love 

to be-shown over houses. I want to see everything you 
have dyneT Dolores.’ 

‘'H"ery well. \V'' won'i wait for the otheis. Do you care 
for this rooiff, Edna?* Do you think we have made a 
success < d it ? ’ 

ilrs. Denzif look^il hastilv round. 

seems tt) me delightful. I d'Ui't Ix lieve it gould hif 
Kdrtw.’ 

stiC cemtlnued to I?tok ab<iut^ th'-n addi d n.ii'.'ely : 

‘ lb*t ngsye'er^iiM is all bn^y, of eonrso. 1 h.ave in. fe. ling 
for dfco ration. , Fnfn/i’says my t:urt<' is fh.at of an Italian 
^igiiieer. Veal know the mo.] m Jl.ihan has a ji.isxion for 
3 maehinery and no seiise of art at .all. Th^ onb,' thing 1 h.at 
^yeall'# ftrnishes a Ij^aise for mo is tlw iieoj.lr in it. I am 
noj:, an*Hrti^t. lU am an\'thing, I xiii.iiom- I am a hum,'mist.’ 

Lady Sarah had rnio'ed y\Mi\' and was standing in freuit 
ofHihe picture of the \ulla hy.J^ie sea.* 

'•Wliat 'i^that. Lady Sally ? ’ ask'.d Mrs.^t. nzil. 

She wenh tei stand I 4 V Lady Samli, and put her face very 
near to tlw picture, d'hon slw sigh'd. 

‘ \Vln’, wh,at is the matt' r ? Wjiat a gust ! ’ said Lady 
Syrah, aliW'.st us if stai^hd, and swaying round in her 
iwil^^lsie"^ way to^look at h< r (♦unpaiiion. 

‘ I eoi^Idn*^. live*with that^jiictiire in my room.’ 

‘ \Vhv not ? ’ said Doh.rfs. 

‘'ny^iofl cliness T.f tied poor thing weaild ^nnke me too 
sad. She i« le.nging for a coinpanion, and only that hlaek 
st^n is comidg to her. Jt is one e.f the saddost pictures I 
ev^ saw. Tlicre isught U'> be im sadiv'ss in art, I think^’* 

‘ TliA is^’t art to rellect*life ?^’ saiel Lady Sandi. 

She glanVd at Dolores and regretted her question sud¬ 
denly. •Still gazing at the canvas Mrs. Denzil answered : 
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‘ I daresaf I talk n.inscnst'. I onI\' mean feat I don’t 
like people deliberately to create sadness, I have been 
awfully fortniiate. All'iny life I have been what children 
call as hii^ipv as*a kiiiy—which nieifns mui<li haippiep lihan 
ti king. ,Vid iii'W I am^ pi;rfe(_’tly contenred^ I hate 
tliiijv hs'W man}' jninr things ar*’ sad, and I frjn’t wj^nt,their 
sadiie.s^ to 1 )e <lau'eased lo' art.’ 

^ Fei-riaps some of them iMo d the Sorrow j.3n art,’ L%dy 
Sarah an »r('df in her s iul'ol, rathertjiathetic voice. ‘ I go 
nearly every day to look at the " I'ieta ” in Uetcr’s. 
L)olor<'S, Won’t \’ou show us IIk' rooms V 

l)o| ores replied l.iv a gesture, anti h-il t^iero on, showing 
them all that had Ihsu doim, and Inteiiingto their com- 
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I Theodoris’s bedroom she lieMtatect, .Sins folt an aliuostin- 
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Dolores op. ued the b'ulrooiii'd'.ior. 

‘I must examine this Madoufia,’ Lad\' barah exclaimed. 
‘ Is it a \ ery go..,! copy i.f a Luini, or svhat ’ 

She was Ijeii.ling, and shoaod im intention of eiileflJig the 
bi I Iri >1 mi. 

“ Th' o thinks it a genuine Liiiiii.’ 

Tl^; two Women Went into tin- pi.droom together, leaving 
'■Lady Sarah in tlie bmidoir yhich adjoined. Dij^-'ctR tli^y 
had disatilieared she ceased to be interested im' the Luini, 
Nevertheless 'she did no follow them. She picked up a 
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book with*a ver>' beautiful Florentine binding, and sank 
into^ great soft armchair. Murmuring voices came to her 
for a little, then ceased. Her friends had gont* on into the 
furtke# rc^i*m. 'That Evening she felt clairvoyatite, and, 
because of hi^r Jlairvi lyance, melapchnly. They Jiad met to 
bless p r^of-tree^in Sir Theudure’s jihrase ; they had vi.^ed 
well,, and gcnuirR'ly^ not formally. But would their wish^-s, 
like*the righteous man’s jirayer, uwail Y Lady Sarah had 
been smitten by terril^e seuTows. She hm f 1 (ist an adored 
husbafld t^ri-r only three years ef marriage, and both her 
children, /arin girls, one at the age ef, twelve, the other at 
the age of seven^;'en. fhese girls had beiai lively in ap¬ 
pearance and^'nr charar'ter, ivs angi lie !vs human beings can 
be, gay and ^<>e-itij, serene«n tle ir innr.icr'nee, yet thrilling 
with the spnng+ide of lifw. What they had been to their 
motfKT no oiiL^but herself eniild realise. ^\ hat ehatige their 
withdrawal behiiul ^he^eil had*\\ t< eight in her existence 
she had whisjua-rd scanetinn s i'i Gud, and to the Migher eif 
many*soif(*W3, *l)ut ne\'er yd to a lu ing friend. .Sh<’had 
been made, not marred, by h'-r ndscry, and she often felt 
if it had enisrmou".ly inerisisid le r natural intelh^-nce. 
She felt sri to-night, when the \'<.>ie'_'S Dob,ires and of 

■EdmfU eir/il died a nay. 

.She*was^j']id»of Fdna Den/,il. Edna was \er\" near to 
L.‘'gd y Sarah’s ids.al of \\ hat*.a go. .d woman shoub.l be. But 
for Uol Cires she ^had what •knight la galled a fdihhw.-ie. 
Delores fascinated her. And at any ag.- a toniperanient 
like Lady*Sarah’s rn«st be subj.ct^ to fa-.eination. As a 
delicate mist half-reee.aliiig, balf-eonecaling, a laiaBeape 
eliarmS the*eve,s of a nainti-r, Dolures eliarim il this middle- 
aged and highlvgonxiliv is ^^oInan. But Sonn.timt s she put 
fl'ur^intJ Lady Sgi»di’s still ‘gb.iwing heart. To-night she 
did so. , 

\Vhen the c'oices Sounded again in tie.' distain’c. as the 
.two wflhren were returning. Lady Sarah got*ii[», and want 
albne to tlt^ drawing-room of the sad jiieture. 

•fche found the twis m^n just coming into it from the 
(ii»ing-roorp, «till smoking, their eigars. Tin y Iooked«i5 if 
thjy h5d bten having a good tiipe together. Sir Thevidore’a 
face was fi^ of animation. Den.ul’s was not. He seldom 
loOj^ed ItuU of animation. But heAiad a robust air as of a 
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man in strorfg health, not in the leas^ bucolic'clever, self- 
contrtfllcil^ tind stirrud bv tliu current of a serenely flewung 
hujtpin<‘ss. 4Ic aijuitt man, not mercurial like liis 

friend. Xew, as Jie came in he was sifliline and br*\uglvt *\ith 
liim an at in*’''pie re <if geiiune' cisrdiahty and Contentmerit.^ 

‘ .All al’ine. l.ady Sally ? ^ lie s^iid. 

II'.' (J' ared ills throat. 

^ \Vh^ ha\a' they de.serted you ? ’ 

‘ Th'-y art? cominy. I like waruh ring about beautiful 
rooms by mysi lf. And Dolores is showing your '^ife ?s'ery- 
thing. f can’t le Ip fast'.iiing on tie' special tiiiifg that 
app'-als to nic and gi\ ing it to'i nwieh time. , That is why 
I generally sight-see aloie'. Here they arel 
, Th'*' do*.’r had oieue d, but iitd'ad of Dolores and Mrs. 
Dinzil the utiu'i^tri) dl apjaared sho\\ing in Ceswe 

f arelli. 

For a mom' iiJ Sir Tle 'ifiore lo'sk^al sul■pri.^ed, but h'.' (lid 
Hot show siirpiisc ill Ills niaiuier to tliis uii''Xpi eted guest, 
lb' shook (.'an lli by llw bainl ccl'dially and S.Dd :o ' 

‘It’s ^' ry good of V'Mi to coine and see'us in our new 
aliode. ..Do you kno\'. Lady Sarah TdeS ? ’ 

(.'ari Hi did not,'and bow.d to Lady Sarah. 

‘ My fri' iid It'.'ii.'.il you know.’ 

‘ Oh yi.'S.’ 

‘ My wife will be hi re' in a nione nt. Sle,- ’s showing Mr*?. 
Denzil the reionis. Da\'e a eiAfr.’ 

Car' lli aei'opP'd e>ne. 

‘I heard you W'.re tei be in eusu te-night,’ he remarked, 

‘ and was very glad to know it, so that I might be one of the 
first to wish }a>u a long aud happy life in J{'’me.’ 

Ill- s])olce alni'ist Ilk'.' a man \sishing vou a delightful visi*: 
to liis oun house, \\ith ,a t'Cieli of proud pri.’]irietorsliip. ' 

'Thank you,’ said .Sir ThepdTire. ‘ (.)f aill eltiea. that I 
ha\'c sce-n I fc' l mo't at home here. I aT\\'avs think of Ri.ime 
as a glorious and lieautiful villagi'. ILit you must Tinder- 
stand when I say that 1 m'.an because of its intimate charm, 
which no other t''wn pos.srss’/s. 

' I ^ike to hear that,’ said CarelJi; as if a splendidly kiitd 
and sincere personality had been addressed to hirtselr, 
Roman likes to hear such sayings as that. Theit are some 
who come hdre and on!,' see faults, that our roadj^ aje 
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ineven, p«itiaps, or ^lat we sometimes ove^^o^^d the mules. 
Fon are different. Thank yon.’ 

Ilis pride in his city \s,ns cli.irniiu^f in its bokl simjdicity. 
Deiy,iJ stfy^pd si him li^'dly, nnd saiil ^Il>^viy : 

‘ I mi^stu’t (fAic ti) speak uf the \'ia NhTnentarka, eh ? ’ 

Iji^ inton^Mii an abseioant p'T'i>n cnuld haA’e lewrnt 
that*he liked W'ardli. Most men di'l like him. IJe was 
cerkainly a popular man in ]b>me. 

‘ That I ’ exclainied^t'ar''IIi, ‘ it is a (|ii?irr_\* one great 
liunkcT—to nee a simtlc of Acipia .Santa ! It is a shame to 
Rome., we h.a\ e much to do here yet. Rut we shall do 
:t. ‘Give U3 tinie* Whs (*'(■ a yisung nation, renieniber, in our 
tillage.’ 

‘ If Rome wer<» all (jiiarr^ and bunke-r I shoiikl Jike to bt; 
Itiv 'on o ff into it u^d h'ft tj lere,’ ) xelainieil Tailv Sarah. 

tjuVhlenly t*arelli '. It (jnito inton g'd in " la •r cr,'lila. 
[le^iade a nuo’ement, arhf t<s sit otiwn bi '.ideJier, \'vhen IGlna 
Denzil caine into the ro, an aviIJi I)o|Mies eli>se la hiraU 

D<Th srs* ,\vas* si ,'irtled by,the sight of (.’arelli. For a 
inomT'ut she forg,y fhat it is a common ])i'.aetiee in Ronic to 
^av calls in the* e\eiiing, and she thought tliat he hryl Cl inie 
for Some spci'ial rsasnu, to niaki.' some anfiouiiei:nii;nt, give 
^orne^eyceptional |) 4 'ce of news. \ nioms-nt later she knew 
tlyit IjT suj>)X 'll had lieeii r|iii1e absurd, and wisnderod 
hoW it coulifTiax e (•i..nie iiilv In r mind. .She had just }>assed 
through a f'sw minutes ed m<-’'fal iiii ' ix- sia h as only ^vomen 
caji undt-' r-# ■and and suffer. t\ luIe she had been sheosing 
Edn.a UeiiAl her bi aulufui bedreom and t h" rooni beyond it, 
quietly discirssing their arrangement, dr,awing attention to 
the grffen dftmask lieil coverings, t'j the curtains which had 
come fron^a {cdace in Siefia, to a wonderful erueilix of u’ory 
ftSiA-lapfs lazuli, svjuidi Sir Theodore had bought from a 
tascally prcT'k pi^7^st in .Ten^ylem who had load no business 
to pos.sess it, she had> Iseer/loiiking at Ict lifin and liad seen 
it like fHdftng that stands out terribly, more than dislmetly, 
W'rth unnaUiral lierccness, and then shrivds in a tire. The 
wards she utt*ered had si^Tued to sear her h[is with their 
biy^r nullity.. She believed that she had shown ni;>thi*g* of 
her paith to*Edua Denzil, and th^- effort to conceal had made 
hfll^ feel fth-^ost hysterical. For a rnoment the unexpected 
•ight pf*C^elli threw her off her gu/rd, and contjuered in her 
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tlie long habit otit^ard self-contrdf acquirc^^by contact 
with the wr)rUl. She stepped f(.>r an instant, and, her 
expressive tree was niiirkcd by a louk of almost alanned 
inquiry. .Then jhe came- forward a*d grecj:ed g^relj^.with 
her usual ejrse isf manner, wliile Uen/.il bcgar»*talking to Lady 
Sarph, and Sir Tti-md.wr and ]\Jrs. Deiizil sa^ d'Vvn ^ji a sofa 
(it a hUl'- di'-t:rn<'e-. 

'Farrlli had soon DoI(ire,s’ astonishment ana lor thcofirst 
time woiidcieed 6;vh'_'tli( r the Cannyng^s had nicant to rceeiv'c 
that ew'uing. Fut the U'nzils rvere.liere, and ‘/a vtcehia.' 
Siirclv if was all right ? Still he felt slightly de)^jtt{ul, and 
almost immediately he said to D'llt^res : 

‘ I was told vou were- in casa tir-nfght. '\V:L it true ? 

D.d I ires sniih d. . 

V O 

‘ But Vi hi (’an si'e f' a yi mrse If ! W e are here; with frien^is.’ 

" But, forgi\ e me, perhaps tlu v ha\'e dined'with yoU ^ 

‘hVere you expii’tmg peggile to drop in after dinner 
to-night ? 

‘ But why d<I yiai a^k 

' I see. Yi ai weri- in it.’ 


He did not I'liL triaibicd or ill at ease, but he added : 

‘ I reullv oiiglil til g'l. I had im iihsp’ 

' Theodi iri-' and I are eh light' d tn wi leoni/- you.’ 

' But I must I'Xplain inv iniNtqkis’ 

He 1 called forward,'eri issiu,p I iin; f g over the other, and 
resting one arm oh hi,s kn'ee. 

‘ Countess Boceara toh.i nii' to-day J.liat you "wtre at home 
this evening and that she ni'-ant to drop in. She even gave 
me a reni-li;-/.\’ous here.’ 

'She pi'i iliabh' rnistoij'k som'thiug I said. Nopdoubt she 
will turn up ];)resently.’ 

But the littli- Countess nevec came, an'ijj Dolures did not 
really expect her. 

A sense of, relief had come to Duloles. Slut- Ijad been 
seized almost with fear at the unexpected sight of CarelK. 
The explanation he had just given showed her how absurd §he 
had^een, wdiat an unreasonable qu-iital eon<;lition she Ijad 
allowcc;! herself to fall into. And in relief she felt unusually 
cordial. 

‘ I hope wi sheill see you here verj^ often. Large rooum 
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lilte tnese v^meide entertaining, aTid wl me^n to receive 
a good deal.’ 

She went on quickly to develop to Carelli % scheme for 
creating a saloij in Ro»ie. For since she had shown Edna 
Denzifthe roonr,s her thiating and vague thoughts of making 
Tffeo’s l^e irftey.sting had ccineciftrated tlumselves, formed 
themselves into.that. Carelli listened with liis black eves 
fixeg upon her. Italians often stare without any iiifentifin 
of being rude.* Dolore.'j spoke of clever and i*itel^ectual men, 
of archieologists, writejs, painters, rnusieians, even of actors. 

‘ Yoy ftfe going to have them here at partict ? ’ said 
Car«lli. 

‘ I wish td:’» 

‘ With the Beigcaras, the Monteverdis, Princess Morula, 
t'rt^ diplomatit* set ¥ 

‘ Why ni>t ?•’ 

She spoke ;flmost del^ntlv. Jiad not Edna Deiizil said 
thaf evening that onty ;lee,p^7'f^^lli^hed roi>i*s ? Sudd^ily, 
divinipg y^[>osj^.ion, lo iloics *felt as if she careel for iier 
scheme, as if it .were* soiuething of greut niotnent in her life. 

‘ That may be all very veil in London, but it would ne\’er 
do here in our Rome,’ said Caodli witli eon^n'liou. 

‘ I^)W can yeiii tell ? ’ 

‘ It Jias been l^riecT. An ambassadress tried it.’ 

lie hienti’^ff^al a name oner very woll kinovn in Rome. 

*Mamma has often dosenbi^l to im*\vliat a terrible failure 
it was. At firsl" the arelireologiists, w rtt <u's, musiei.ans— 
actors ther^f were neuic--were eery pl'sist d, and the princisses 
were verv' much surprise-d .and ratlun- fnglit' ii' d. .Some' '.if 
them §ven ^flme in high dri sses ! Then the arclucologists 
and company tried to be*frivoloiis'and tho princesses to be 
pr^feumd. Tlii.s^—mamma s^ii.l--made the arclnrologists 
quite hystejgcal, Ariel the pryieioees breame boreri. Finally 
the arclucolcigists wej-e reiV afld angiw, and the princesses— 
well, si a ^ y there were neme, n'st e\-en in higti dresses ! So 
i'ti< ended 1 And the ambassadress t'lok to charity—and 
parrots.’ 

^ I shall never take to^parrots ! ’ 

Th#n ytiu will take tej* hunting again, and that wTll be 
e-^r so mush better.’ 

He gflanced across the room to th^ sofa wher^Sir Theodore 
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was sitting \^iith Mrs. ttenzil. At that^-nomentLfith of thetn 
were looking very animated Mrs. Denzil was telling Sir 
Theod'jrc ai,\ escapade ^of her children. He was listening 
and sometimes breaking in. x\nd henhad thgt urymst^l^able 
expression of a man who'^e attiaition is corujiletely grasj)ed 
by the matter in hand. Carelli believed tlgit Sir Idieodora 
was in low yvith Mrs. Ui iizii, and was f^fobablv, indeed 
alfti')st (Ccrtauily. Ict lo\'er. This was h ])i'rfe(‘tly natural 
C'snclusion for rm Italian to draw fre>;n .Sir Ttloodore’s great 
intimacy with the Uenzils and incessant \'isits to tlehr honsta 
It did mst Siiisi- lieeause Carelli's mind was nastv byt jnerely 
because it \v;vs Italian. Why slc/uld a ,married man' go 
perpetually tf> a that itihabiti-d liy a still yohngvuid charming 
woman it he is tK)! in love with |.ier ? It would be waste of 
time. Denzil’s attitude did not trcmblo Uart lli.‘ lie did ili>t 
bother about it. He knew how strange|\' bltsid or ai'f'oin- 
modating Koiiifjn husband*' soiurtiryes tviae, and he had jiaid 
riceauion.'il visits to Ivondon, and staV' c'l: in Lngli'h eountrv 
houses during the -.hooting se.uson. 'rie.ie wore husbands — 
and huslianils, in England as well as in Ealv. 

Now his '.yes tnrnecl from the coiiple on the sofa to the, 
face of iloli.res, i^’ul sp.- issad lii^ thought in liis eyes. 

He did not uialerst.aiid the triitli at all. Il< r eonla'.sTice 
in her intuition \vas in no \s isi; affec.gi d liy Ins misreasling 
of the sitnation --a misreading sii eluuaetsrisEe of a m.an. 
But she long' d to put iiiin i i.itiit. -And the stri. iigth of lier 
longing startl'd lier. Why shoiiM she e.are rvhat Carelli 
thriiight ? Tile Sense of nii'-uetv, alneg-it of fear, r,’111011 had 
assailed her so mysteriously in the simimer came ujion her 
again. An intlm.nei.* touched Icr, like a finger lai 1 upen her 
in tlie dark. And sonietliing wizliin Icr reerijEd, And 
something within her waite'l. ear.ti, inCss. 

‘ I am not going to hunt. Uarn tired rtf him Eng. If I 
ennnot have a salon, at f ast I can get to know interesting 
people and have them here. Th'-}' musUeome alfr./c*if the 
uninteresting people are afraid to meet them. Bgt, in spite 
of the ambassadress, I mean tii trv" to mix tht-m.’ 

0,ut of her uneasiness she spoke almost with crossness. 

‘ AKd you will ask me ? ’ said Ckrelli. 

‘You! Why not? I shall invite nearly every one *I 
know. These, rooms are zarge.’ 
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‘ And w^^re to fik'nish tlirm for \^ni ? ^ 

Ills quiot N'riici.-, in which tin rc s-ccined to he a sniilf-, 
made Dolores realise tliat her neiwes were playing S(Tious 
trieks with her to-niyljl, and that stie must iied giNc way to 
thcfnT StTt^ kyeov she' had 1 m eu ahic'st InqM'litfa It was 
tBat th^iglit of (’arelh’s, •that stwpiel hi licf of Ills aliout the 
tvr'o •J')f?<^ple on^he sofu o|i]“Mtsite, whii'h had <,lri\ en hei*into 
irrigation., Bill n<iw that she ree"giii^cd That fftet ^he» 
would not he*l)otravi el hv it again. 

‘Rv frieial. Mrs. Di ii/,il, saeas it is nuly p'soplet who furnish 
rooms,’ site ri.riiarl:' <1. 

^Xlld sUe tried to threiw cordi.ality iutij hi.r \'oiec as she 
said the wore^ ‘ friend.’* 

(.'an Hi star- d at Idlna Dm/il, who, vii lding tis leu hahit, 
■^los putting<lier f*ci- ne ar fo Sir 'ric liifori s \\ hil'/'sh'' talke^l 
t'l fdm. Ihrjiad little doliht that Sir 1’lc (.ihuc had iinposeal' 
Mi*. D ''nzil '^ eiiTiipnnv rai his ss that iiigift, ami he 

eofisidered that Su-^ThTTiTTB^vas quite wifliin his rig^its in 
doing so. At^l Lmlv Cannynge was trying to eariw' the 

iriaW'er off with a high hand and t" tlirow ilust in his e\'es. 

♦ * 

How could slm fend that Mrs. 1 ten/d s\as h'T friend ? Rut 
she had to malce the Iwst rd ihing', as \o rnany wi».’es ha\’e 
to i|i Rome and e]s(wliere. l)< s]iite his strong feepng for 
Dolio-es he did iioT iiil\' 1 m r \'er\' much hee.iuse of the fate 
fie si1pposl>H.o be Im i s, 'Pile IPiniaii ti adit ion was against 
s^eh }iity, esp, rially smii* ’li^' \' in a*man. And t'arelli was 
rtullv Roinaii al: heart, mA Isiitiidi. He was confronted, 
he heiies'ed, bv llm ea. rv ordinary situation of an un¬ 
faithful husband bringing tlm o1 R r wtiinan to his wife’s 
honsf. Hfl ic was n Woman of .society, niA ilmeaishal by her 
husband^ that was notiiing out of the ay. It was done 
t'q^’ery day, notruilv in Rome but in many other cities. Rut 
though C^'elli daf not sjie^aally jaty Dolm-es he was begin¬ 
ning td love hcif more tlewi We had e\'er yet lovrai. And that 
fftet the supposed situation of veiy vital consetjuence 

to him. 

‘Interesting people?’ he said, looking from Mrs. Denzil 
10 Sir Theodore. 

‘ People one likes, whether they arc interesting 8r not^ 
f> suppose*’ 

(j^Jd you like some one who^was uninteresting T ’ 
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‘ VVhy not ? Ldon’t think one’s heirt is or per- 

Iraps even generaliy, led by one’s brain.’ 

‘ It is dilhcult for a man to know by what a womhn’a 
heart is led." ^ 

‘Besides,’ said Dolores, ignoring tfiis rem'^rk,'^ the' rliere 
fact of your caring for seme one makes Inm,^ oiKher, r.i- 
tcresting to yon, Ever^'body'is interesting to soAtbody. 
-bnd everybisdv is not interesting to a compahy.’ 

‘To your salon ! ’ he rejoined, smiling amu showing**'his 
large even vhite teeth. ‘ Do tell me, when you open vour 
salon, if ^ am permitted to come, in wftich set wilbyou place 
me ? Shall I be expected by you to be interesting dr o,nly 
interested ? ’ 

He 1 caned forward. Though he was still smiling, his large 
®yes looked almost seriously in<pl,ring, as jfdie reallv wished 
to kne>w. And as he asked hi^' (juestir)n Pfslores ajked 
a question of herself, l)id she think Cesa/e Carelli an 
intern-sting man*.' 

‘ e)ii. must be both,’ she rcphia.l, also smijing ; and still 
asking that question of herself. 'The linking bf'the.two 
powers makes the pi.ideet man, socijdlv speaking,’ 

And tdien she drew I.ady Sarah and Denzil into the con¬ 
versation. M rs. Uenzil and Sir Theodetre alsr) came ngfirer 
and joined in. And f^r the last quarter of an hour l^yfore 
they separated the corn'ers.ata ui was general! 

Nevertheless it was ry>t really guy. Nor did it flow quite 
easily. And the .secoiui reason why this evening of the 
blessing of the rord-tree was not ejuite a success w'a^ supplied 
bv the unexpected preseiice s.f Carefli. 

He infected Dolores with nnxietv, and w-ith- some|:hing 
else, irritation, caused by his mi.srpading of her situation 
which she divined. And what a hostess feels, her gpests, if 
they are few, however f.dntlv, however ig*.i(U'antly, echo. 

That festival of the blessing ei:3ed 'dth twti conversations. 
One was in the red and green drawing-r/)om bet ^^^n Sir 
Theodore and Dolores, the other in the hired coup^ in which 
the Denzils were returning home to the Via Venii l^'ettembre. 

\Mien their guests w^ere gone SLi Theodore stood by the 
'ktd stretched himself a littD, a,s tall mkn oftfjr do 
when they are relieved of some social burden. 

‘ A pleaaant evening—patches, Doloretta,' he„ said. 
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' But, alas Lcfniy in patches. Wa,s i* Ladr Sally, or was it 
some fault of mine, do you think ? or was it Cfirvlli cominp 
in ?* The Denzils I put out of this coui’t of inquiry. I think 
probably they were ur^'orisoious tlutt all w;is ifjt going hke 
a nftft'iag^^bellT’ 

*His lytod Ikt eycbrisws. 

Ydl^don't fTiiiik it \\rnt (tff wi'll ? 

* Yes, but as 1 say—in pat(;li('S. Now you And I owght^to* 
manage thinipfi bettor than that with our exp'rieni'e ayd 
savoir fdiri'. Yet Lad}' Sail}' I'an’t l»i_- resp. ui'flhle. She’s 
a brick, *nd a charining and intelhgt.iit brie'k into the 
bii^gaidi.*’ 

He pulled {yis fointe H-'ard g'Sitly. 

‘ I suppeise it must have le t n Carelli. T5y tlie wav, who 
ou earth could ti.uve told tiini the lie that we were in cas(i 
tOTrjight ? ’ , 

'•Rome is hill of n< msenvie.'U runii airs.’ 

*If he i^iuek tei lus Iw must lAxve theiught our 

friends were smnewhat reluehuit in tlwir O'lUiing.’ 

1^; mofed his li^is t\vo ot three tunes side\va}'s, causing 
his beard to shift in a wa\' that sfieg' -t'd an ah-rt restless¬ 
ness and dissatisfaction. 

‘ ^bit who cares ^vhat he, or any om/ of tlasse outside, 
things ? ’ 

‘ What di*^'i*^u me.an b\' “ those dutside,” d'lwo ? ’ 

* All the crowd of fare I hi s out side ^mr leart s and our lives, 
Dol eirett.a ; thone v ho are m wer coniiyg m, the (•dimtless 
multitiul^'S wUo will ue\'er matter. L< t us g' >, you tei y(;jur 
beauty sleep, I to a*Russian no\aJ, and forget our patchy 
evenpig.’ 

Dolores did^ot speal^or move.- She wws looking into the 
Ime. 

‘ Doloretta 1 \ 

‘ Yes, yes ! ’*15110 said, ,tuining, ' let us forget our patchy 
evenimfcl 

, ‘ And I will put this little rose into water. It is too lovely 
to be alloVr'e^i to fade before its time.’ 

He drew little Theo’sugitt carefully out of his coat. 

M^an%\ihife the Den?,iV.s cmipi was slo\\lv mountiiij^ the 
m to the Via Venti Settenylire. It was a narrow ooupa, 
they sat in it, they touchy each other. 
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‘ They ’re ver\'’cosily settled, old Thrfo and Uplores, aren’t 
they, Ed ? ’ said Dcrv/dl. 
lie cleared his thr('ut. 

‘ The cigar deesn’t seem to have done my cold much good. 
I believe you wthis right.’ 

‘ You reaily do smoke rather too much, hranti.’ ’ 

, lYju'/.il triok h(dd of his wife's hand, as if “lie were tdking 
thold of" his owh. 

' I ’ll knock ofl one or two a day.’ 

‘ I belie\ e you ought to. Yes, they are cosily settled, 
and it’s {i lively apartment. But I don’t want ti' ])c in it.’ 

‘ No more do I. And yet it wmild really suit us boWer 
than it suits them, because we are hve to tlic r two. Poor 
old TJ^eo ! It is hard on him never having had a child. I 
don’t kno\e that Dolores minds.’'' 

‘ If she did she would never sa}' so.’ 

‘ She’s so fond of all sorts of tilings—slog? and hof^es, 
t, ymsic, furi’nture, I doiroi, ir she’.s one of the women 
who need ehildnai.’ 

Mrs. Deii/.il thought she knew better, but she did''not 
think it rieci.-ssar}' to say so. And she h'^d something else 
that slic.-wanted ter say to her other half, who held her hand 
as if it we're his own. 

‘ Franzi, do you think Duloi'es really likes rne ? ’ 

‘Likes you I Of ciiurse she does. W'liy, <^iiat greater 
friends have 'we in tin- irld than 'J'heo and Dolores ? I wSs 
Tlu'o’s best man.’ 

‘ Yes, but 1 wasn’t. .And Sir Theeidore isn’t De'ores.’ 

‘ What can {mssibly have put it into your head that 
Dolores dislikes you ? ’ ^ 

‘ I didn’t say that. I don’t baheve I am thg sort of 
woman to muse actn e personal jlislike in a w^sman somatuy- 
ally sweet-natured as Dolores. Jlut to-iiight— 

‘ Well, what was it ? 

‘ Dolores was showing me over the apartment. Miten wc 
came to her bedroom, which is really quite lovely, a show' 
bedroom, the sort you and I could never endure, I don’ti 
believe she washed to let me into it, ' I know she didn’t.’ 

‘ Diiff’you go into it ? ’ 

‘ Yes.’ 

‘ then ? ’ 
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I didn’^^ish to dhow that I thought she wanted to keep 
;ne out. And she didn’t wsh to show that '^fos what sbe 
wanVd.’ 

‘ Mereifiil heavens ! ^What suhtffties 1 Wlltit hedging 1 ’ 

‘ TPiatji^ho’vy women are, Frunzi. So she asked me to go 
in and UV'eirt in.’ 

‘ Artel then \‘fliat happened, you numlxT one absurdity' ? ’ 

‘,She showeet me everything. But heiw She hated' jny,, 
being thiJre 1 k 

‘ \Vasn't Ladv Sallv tlicre too ? ’ 

• # 

‘ No, she wtis looking nt a pieture outside. You know, 
Fsenzi, lliere are soino \ve)men who bate to slw'p m a room 
with anotheii*W(xnan, ^owever intimato a tii'nd she may be. 
When she was showing me the bedroom Dolores was feeling 

e one of tkose wranen—ff slur had tet’ 

Uenzil saij nothing for a minute. He was aeee])ting hi* 
wde’s intuirton slovlv. His n^ind rvas traiisnmting th?d. 
fragile tldng, a w<j«nan^7ro''W, iiito \shat*^wies to staiid t'j 
hinyrs t^solid/aet. 

‘•I can*t. iinagii've any (Sirt; disliking esiU, Ed,’ he said at 
length. 'You neeer int';rfer(r with otlar wcmien, do you? 
VYiu like them, vhieh many of ymir sex don't, aei^u'ding te) 
theh" own aceount. V(ju n<rv< r go fdr a man, bi eaiise I 
nev<j(f let you havP the chanee ’ - a haiid S(|Uei' 7 ,ed his--' and 
*thcil'fore ..'v«rten who are robbers te( 1 safe with you. Besidi'S, 
©olores is a sweet and ge'ntle cieotyre, isn't she ? I alwuvs 
thought ^o. After you I lo<,k jipou h»r ms one of the best 
women I know.’ 

' Say before me, and yoti wouldi/t be out of the course.’ 

‘ Take^re^slang ! 

‘ That isn’t slang, yut all that has nothing to do with it.’ 

‘ Itisn’t it, mystitier ? ’ 

‘ Frai^i, gre*t*happiness creates envy, and sometimes in 
very Sweet wi'?lnen. I begin to think that mir happiness is 
Dolores.# 

Ica^’t see that.’ 

‘ No, you old dear. But only I knr.w how short-sighted 
^you are, and that’s wky you stare with those two eyes like 
twe^etorte^, and frighten people.’ 

‘ And even if you are righi we can do nothing. • We errn’t 
happy I ’ 
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‘ No, no I ^ Grdzif—^razie a Dio, can’t<«tkflp bein^ 

h^ppyI’ 

They had reached the top of the hill. The nishing of 
water in the fountain sounded in bfeeir ear,s. The spray 
almost touched their cheeks through the openiwinSow of i;he 
carriage. A^ld the horses trotted, as if in a reacli 

the ohly earthly Paradise—a happy home. 


aiAPTER VP' 

‘A* FORTN’iohx before ('hristmas irehesa Verosfi began he;^ 

* 'fliursdays ’ ; that i^ to say she w.ls at home i™ the PuIa^^o 
Antei foirA five to Ne\'eu every 'I'hyjsday aftArioon. The 
Marclysa was i :id but full a vitalit y^ and still eagerly 
interested in all that \\as going'on in the world. 11,'T t^iree 
daughters were all marri'-d. Her only ‘^ou .had fouriA a 
fortune with a pretty wife attaelu d [o it in America. And 
her jovial husband^ win vas a donator, a sportsman, and a 
viveur, at the- age of seventy was still healthy enough to 
revel in the {< 'llms (if lifis 

Ronv is full of ilie faithful, and Marehesr-'^TTrosti'still 
commanded a large fohiiwmg <,jf iidhereiits, drawn ehieny 
from the Qiiirinal anti eosm< >^iMlitan worhls. Tier father hud 
bc'cn a Rsiman, her mother an Anieriepu from ttui South, 
From her childhood she <liad spoken English llucntly, and 
some of the energy and swiftness of .\meriea, shvie cjf its 
freedom from the pr<’judi(‘es whieh eitill prevail in^the old 
lands of Europe, mingled witeli her arist<Ti''ratie Romaiy 
characteristics, and made Iut an^'xeellent*'1?istess. So her 
Tluirsdays were always well atttnckd buth fiy women and 
men, and those \yhich fell before C’hristmas«.vere croi*iiid by 
people eager to describe the events of the viUrggiain]^ and to* 
hear the prospects for the winter. 

On^ her first Thursday the Mafrhesa was assisted in^ 
necei^^l^ by two of her daughters,* tountess Benftatacand 
Countess Elivei, small, graceftil young women, wdth blue-* 
black hair and likely dark ^es. They remained in the third 
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ttrawing-^pkftlVi, whe^e tea was sprefJd out? on a huge round 
table, The Marelusa sat in the room beyoncf, in the midst 
of red damask, bibelots, and Ikovcrs. 

Like her daughters^he was smrtll. Unlike*them she was 
yellow, ami shrunken.* Her shrewd and 
Jbquis^t^.-e •little face was tlu^l*< d with paint,* which < >nh* 
emf)hasised tffe colour of hi*t natural (•Mni[>lexi(m. lleT eyes 
spjirkled uiider tuftisl eyebrows, aljove whfeh ros« a t'igt 
forehead, ligditly dusted with powder, and surmeiunted by a 
festi.ve-looking black ^^ig, the curls of which 'ftcre threaded 
by a seadet riliand of wat< ri d silk, with a fat hayging pearl 
aitacTiefl to it exactly in tlw middle of Ivr head. 

In Ivomcwi^eo^ile aiy^'e ])unctually, and by a epiarter past 

five the Marchesa’s rooms were thronged. Moet of the 

♦ • 

•trartest ai*d prettiest nfirried wom^n of the t^uirinal s<‘l» 

were there, ^nany girls isn the eve of entering the worlds 
a»d plenty P.f men bisth middle-agesl and young,•among flic 
latter nuBierous difdoinais n,'?r?rhed to the \*arious embassies. 
Twy ayibass^idors also looRcd in, und <asnversed. i^uiably 
wifch the*Marcli esu, and sefiisush' with three or four Italian 
politicians, wTio turned up for a sl*>rt tine', pret('nd('d to have 

tea, sur\'eved the delmtantrs enlie,all\', spoke in*eorners— 

• * 

no*doubt cm affairs of moment—and melted mysteriously 

The geu'-'^ntT cmnpany discussed affairs important rather 
■ffo indix'iduals, or to sections of Lasliiouable humanity in 
Rome, tljan tootle- country or I ^e worhkat large. And three 
topics i^'cmed tr.) be uppermost in minds and on lipjs ; a 
rupture, a new hostess and ’ivhat die ^^as likely to do in the 
wa% of yfttertaining during tie coming s< ason, and the 
immense Isisses of a giyiibler. 'Kin.- ruplurc t'jok first place 
jn tke convereations of t^e smart married women. The 
girls we^ able»tfi join inyvhen the new hostess was on the 
tapis.* And there was vana ly a man present who w.as not 
thofQjj^hly inte»ested in the losses of the gambler. ‘ The 
Mancelly' and Cosarc Carelli were the heroine and hero of 
the ruptur* ; Drilorcs was the new hcistess; and the un- 
^fortunate gambler wa5#Marchese Montebriino. 

IV>mef w’aa genuinefy. disturbed about Princess Mflncel^. 
'In Italy husbands are ver^^•faithless, but lovers are very 
Many a liaison becon^s consecrated by usage in 
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the eyes of a worlds that is not greatly trtkibled questions" 
of strict moraliVy, but which has a decided feeling for romance, 
and a strong sense of the obligations of lovers. Such" a 
liaison had beeh that existing between j^rincess Mancelli and 
Cesare Carevli. Ycfc the Princess was now fojty-tfpee ^lid 
CarelLi only 'just thirt}', aiwl '^vheii the affair had^peguit 
Carellrhad been a boy of but eigllceen. 

• In, those early days, twelve years ladore, the Princess 
had been severely blamed, and, for a short tinu , had been 
in danger of losing her social prestige. People said, find 
thought, it was a shame to break up the life of a boy and 
impair his freedom. Many mothers were indignant ori beludf 
of their budding daughters ; and L'fsarc's pi^rents were 
furious,_and made effe>rts to iletach their son from a woman 
Hwy chose to call ‘ oId.’‘ Of course fiie Prince wa3«,n abomin-. 
t#jle husband. Every one kiii-w tlait. He wa^ forever ;n 
Paris living an ‘ ini[)ossible^’ life. From tlie ftrst he hf»d 
treatesl his wife afoseioiisly, a.^'Pah.ei' remtining with her fdr 
a Couple »'f years had f)raetieall\''d<'si i ti d la r. ^"evertheless 
she had done vers' wrong m spoiling the boy's lifd, aruf<in 
keepitig one of the host pur/ev in Rome from ma^rinusny. 

Why did Ivorue f<irgive le r Y Pecause she had great force 
of will. Was a p'lUhlc <lunu\ an aeeomplished rnotulaim, was 
Ceuineeted with se\oral of tie- \ery groatost*families of It^ly, 
and knew how to lie doti-rminod with discretAnd‘she 
genuinely adoreil Earolli.rand never lookod at any one else^ 
Rome loves romaiie^. And, the longer it lasts tjie more 
Rome loves it. So, as tune j>assed on, Rome not e.|jdy for¬ 
gave Princess Maricelli for Ju-r lapse from virtue, but actually 
came to think of the lajise itsi If as a sort of virtim^—on,the 
left hand; sonudhing that must be*expected to continue 
iiidelinitelv, and that must imt Ix^ interfer<;d \'flth. 

The Prii icess and Earelli did m^t advertlsi* their^ connec¬ 
tion unduly. The proprieties wire,.scrupulously observed. 
But Carelli generally happened to be where ^le PrinccjijUiras.' 
Whenever she had a party he dropped in. In the ^unting- 
field it was an understood thing that he was hca load. He 
was her partner in ever}^ cotillon. • And in the summer 
w^en was in Paris, in London,, ih Aix, at St.» Moritz, 
C^enabbia, or Varese, to w^as ke, though not always in the 
same hotel. 
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’ But dyiysp tli'' dimmer just uvt^' tlie*Princess had gone 
to Switzerland alone, and Cardli had remainecl in Italy with 
his family. 

Rome was ^iistressfjd at such a^change in the established 
oi^lei:^f*Fliii\_’S. It coukl only mean a Rupture? Who was 
the w^lhaif ? 

Na*^mcs wc^y whispi^red. But nobody really knewT d'he 
^^rcheea Verosti was aiii'iiig the most anxiims to^tirrive »t 
the truth. %\ge had not withorod her interest in the affairs 
of luT neighbours, ipid she eagorly souyht ambmg her many 
guests f(»r seuiiobody eeho (’ould inform her. 

‘ Therre is the little' Ihs/cara ! Slie' may be able to tell 
US I ’ she siWldelily es*ilaiuieei. as she jiereeie ed the Countess, 
in a vcr>' tight^black volve/t dress, with an inuiu iise.plumed 
fiat, ceaning eeitti tiny sFejes into the tea-rooTuT anel gi\Mi)|t 
ln:T left haml, m a whit<* kid glove, to man after man tedft' 
ktssed. . 

‘ HeiW’* cxtraoreMnary nei-'Taist is!’ ,snid Mrs. ?>I<lville 
Pryigh;^ a htf’ge voman, hrdf .■Vinerieaii, half F.ngfish, who . 
w*s sitting 'ji;ith *1110 MareVesa. 'I reineinber her in Paris 
when she was sixteen, and she \eas e.ni' of the fattest and 
awkwardest girls I eeer sae\. We al’^ays call'H her the 
Lv8)ns eiunpiling.’ 

‘.JilaeleleineJ ’ cried the Mardiesa, 1'eck.e.ning and nodding 
till*tiie faL'-j'N^rl epnvered in front of her wig, 

* In the distance the Coi^ntrss lik'w a ki>s to hr-r Injst'.ss, 
made a fiiteoifC face, and held iip a te,^-eup. 

‘ Tea* and lemoi^ to make her more sls'iider ! ’ said the 
Marchesa. 

bCVhai 1 can’t understand is how all that starving doesn’t 
affect ^er face,’ said Mrs. Meh ifle Pringle. ' I tid'd it, and 
.got such a drugged look tUit I had to give it up and eat like 
other ji^ople.’* 

‘ Vou and 1 nepdn’t Rofher, my dear,’ said the M.qrchesa 
conaWtably. ‘^Ve are long past all tjiat ! Maih ldne ! 
Come lyid sit dowm. ITow nice to see you again after all 
these months. You know Mrs. Melville Pringle 'f ’ 

The Countess nodeft'd to that lady with an indifference 
that bofdered on insolence, and sat down on a strailffct ch^r. 
Never yet had she been seen to, sit in an armchair, or to lie 
on a tofa. 
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‘ You’ve heon iu«S\vit3r-'r]and this sumrAer, ha'f'^n^t you ? ’ 
eoi'Riiiucd th'' ao'hc .H, rarnostly. 

‘ I WHS at LucsTiie iM-fore I went to Aix.’ 

‘ Lu eerue ! *Did y"U sU tlic J^Iauc'^i ! I heard she was 
there.’ 

* ‘ Lisetta—t?h V'she was <'it tie" Natii'iiah’ 

The Cl iiiiit rss spuk'j earrli's^H, and ylanei’d abisuf the 
liig ];(-)(inr to sn-'how many men were looking at her. 

‘ Wws sfe" all 'IK' ? ’ 

‘She arris'eil alone and joitesl the Duke and Duchess de 
Vaudoise, tj^nd sonw othi rs, all I'i'eneh, I hi liia'c.’ 

‘I know the Duke and 1 tuehess eh" Vaudoise,’ observed 

Mrs. Mi'beille Primih'-, wi'iihitilv. 


‘ Vinirijiiul j>(is / ' aski d the Countesq, witti impertinence. 
<- ^Irs. M'K die Pi'invle- bored her, umT to 'ihoM'Trsho borc'd 
Ft she rvas mereiless. \Vhen she cisuld not cut them she 
crushed the.n. 

‘Come lere, ]hinei]ie,’ >hi j^-r-iTr^dli d ito an aristocratic 
lijoking, -middle-ag. d man, \s'ho v.as ini>\'ini^ cautionsly 
forward imt far off. ,\tid sle- turtii d dn-r shoulder i*:o 
Mrs. Melville Pringle wim g. .t ujj with a lowering 


glanee. 

‘ Y’e alwavs called her the Pvons dumpling in Pads, 
alwavs. She was so /n/ge,’ Mrs. IMep iUe Ivmgle murmured 
acridly to the Mareli'-sa. 

Then slie mined haiigkiblv tow.anls the t(;a-room, 

‘ That svonian ’s tlw gie.ated boii.' in Rome,’ exclaimed the 
Countess as Prinee I'eirefo eaine up and kissed her hand. 
‘I nes'cr dismiss things pefoi-e hi.r. Sin" rspeats them to 
the wrong people to make an effeet ,and raises orio up hosts 
of cni'mii'S. W’liat 's all llii- ahoiit "'t' !uuno ? ’ 

‘ He has lost es'erything,’ said the Prinee," sitting gown 
with a sunny smile. 

‘ .4h. Carlo ! * cooed the Countess, Carlo, h\,ona .tera ! ’ 

A hanelsoine young man s\ith tiny hLnck mou sta,c bes 
obeyed the ciso, anel sat denvn on her other siele. 

‘ Well, but that's nothing new,' ciuitinued the Uountess, 
‘ Montebrunn had lost everything bNore I came to Rome. 
B<^sides he never had anything.’ 

‘ He had all Teresa’s dot,’ olxicrved thf Majfc'h***. 

‘ Two million Ure,’ said Perreto. 
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. The yotii^man’sVcxpressive eyes ••hi(‘hr(;ill now had been 
soft and matiny, siiddcniv looked hard and gtecdy. 

‘-That^’s nethiny if one plays. I dem’t suppose it lasted 
Memtebruno two seasri^is,’ said tlic/(’ountess. * 

••rfot n4arl\^ so I'liiy,’ ribs(;no:.l (hi' Pfiriee, {H'eesiuy his 
hKnds^^^e(,h^, thmi snddi nly s^-parafing tlu n-n 

Tb»Vouny-*nan, Carla YHali, lankoei re^p^ctful. iVkmte- 
bnino was yre;^tly admired and Iinpcd uj) tn-bv thw ari^tr>» 
crittic youth^if Rome etn aeronnt of his ii'>1 (irieiiis \*i'e. 

‘Did he really leise two millions ? ’ a?l<i(l* \htali, in a 
soft tenei^ Voice, ns rvho should sav —' W hat a man ! ’ 

^ Rffiwe they’d beerr* married a year,’ said tfie Prince, 
cheerily, 

‘ Teresa always told nm it was a year and a lialf.' said the 
^are'hesa, lyoefng le.r tuitod eyrl .ro\')i, up and tlown. 

^Poverettig ! ’ said thr.Prinee nogligi.ntlv. ‘ That \\as t(# 
d^Iend Monfc< bnino. She hivi-s him d- ep.-rately this d:f\', 
arnl woufd never IgiveT.. -^ratod if il'hadn’t been for 
her mother,’ 

‘^Tho*rftoth(T’s/I lieirrid hard rvornan,’ said the- Countess. 
I Can t bear her. Sla- was al\sa\'s so di)\s-n iin Monti-Ijruno. 
So uiieh an table- 1 \\ hat 's M' ml i 1 irmio gi li ne- to < 4) ’ 

‘ph! he will man.'ige,’ said \'emng \it ali, jiuttiny a 
monocle ora-r his h-ft eye, and ya.nny at lie-Countess from 
•trip Is I toe,,,t^^i fixing his eyes mi her waist. ‘ Monte brurio 
i*a great man. lie can alwavs linij nioH'aa’ 

‘They say it’s the- Man?-e-lh^this tiiye,’ said the- Prince, 
with a slTght smirk and a side glaiiei- af tie- Marehesa. 

‘ The ^lancelli ! ’ ^aid tie- Man-lg-sa. 

‘ tVho li'is he-ljied him mit.’ 

‘ fiut v^ry should she ? ’ 

At^tMs mou'ent ijuile a stream of new arrieals claimed 
Ihe attentiem oj the unfortunate M arehi-sa, who was feirced 
to bridh^her ctiriosity, lyuLto be amiable in frustration, 

‘ Dll veil reallwi'i-lie-ve it? ’ murmured the Countess. 

‘ That’s what they say,’ retunu-d Pe-rndo, with a lively 
air. ‘ I^in^y be a potin.' 

•‘ It’s a very good ogie at any rate. Ah, my dear boy! 
^Vhi^re OB ifarth have yqu been hiding all this time » ’ Wl^ 
dieln t you come to play brjdge with u.i at the T«odons 
yeaterday ? Come and sit down’ and explain yourself I ’ 
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She added th« Enshshnian with tiie who 

had joined thV circle arnuiid Princess Part"I(li after the little 
dinner at th<‘ Urand lli)tel tn her CMiirt. Till she had at 
least six nien'eittine reAnd hs-r she jyas iniserahtle and felt 
aliaiKhiiied by the world. 

‘ I was atThe Cannynyeo,’ said the Fnylisliinnn/^ yirnrtg 
attaolu'' from tlw Pritish i-hiileasy, called Ib.'ff. ward .Vrrfold. 

With a cuui'ile of iii.ds to the other men he took a (diair 
exai’th' o])]iosi|e tc) the (’ountess, at \\'hoTn heiyazed firmlv. 

‘Mu ehe b'l 11a'donna ! Cdie donna sinipatiea ! ’ exelainii'd 
I’rinee Pevreto, throwing np his hands ami niakiiig his eaiice 
luscious. 

U erewnrd Arnold turned and I’egarde*: lyrn steadily, 
w itht >ut exprcssi. an 

Do you'mlinire' Deiori s Panii'Aige ' the tiiuntcss asked 
iiini. 

Altlasugh semicwhat im|>a>u\c, ijercward .Arnold was vio 
fool. Ill' raiseipiiis .sh' luld' 

' Doe ..Lade’ ('.innengc set up to hi; a be.'iuie' V ' Jie ,'>aid. 

' 1 r\'asn't aw .'i re of it.' 

' A^oii don’t adniire In r ! ' c:.,cl;,imed the C'ounte.ss. ‘ Well, 

I ele>. T think In r the most beaut iful I'eison in Pome.’ 

‘ t'e/ye.s'.s,; jiiid ! ’ [a'ole.fed young A'ltali. ‘ ,\nd you ! 

He again loot..'ll at her \'.,nA and ngh' d Lc ntiv. d'h'n 
sitting nearer to her he niurinnrid. with a soj^if hot'amP 
ofien sentmientaht y \'d]iiji inade .Vrnold twist eoriteiniitmuft 
lips : 

‘ There is only one really l>eanliful persein in Ron;".’ 

‘ Then she is Ladv Canji\ nge.' 

She sinih'il intei his handsome e\’es. 

‘ A’es, yes, she is! .\iid Lady L.'itiiiyiige is going tri do 
gn’cnt things this season. \\ Ir.^t was it liU' yestonkyy ?’. 
she addmi. turning teiwards Hereward ;Vrni*ild. ‘ I nieant to 
conic tuit Leila Teodori made' me<(day. So fefr ed the rfornen 
here play really well, and .she had Count \’nii Kreuz cuiinng.* 

‘ Yes, what whs it like ? ’ cehieed the Marediesa, suddenly, 
emerging from her duties as hostess. ‘ E.xtraorJinary, I 
suppose, with this new idea of mixing people up like the 
presents one draws for in a Charity Tea.’ * 

‘ Oh, it -wa.? all right,’ said Arnold, remembaring he was 
a diplomat. ‘ I couldn’t st^y very long.’ 
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‘ Wer^Uii^re any" archipnluyi^its ? • chirj^od ^le Countess. 

‘ I believe there was one. But he was in the tea-roonf all 
■^e time I was there, with Mi^s lIi nietown.’ 

' J'hey tell j;ne thi' iiUibassuilMr is ih termined she shall be 
VeiTH£^i^ll)t tableaux at tlu' Cimian* ]smba^sy fi>r the 
suffer%r^fi^:>m the Bhine inund.'tti'ins,' said tln^ Marehesa. 

“Fhe Hoj'leJ'eiw n yirl ! ’ eried out the Cnuntess, tTirning 
sl^irjily. ' But she is [x tf< ctly sipiare il'iw eHn,^;he wejtr 
draperidB ? •And wlei e\-i r hi ard of a daijs ^'enus ? 

'She I’ertainly ^'^ill tmt In- the M'ltln-i' of llannuiiia,' 
munnur^.l Prince Perreto tn Arnuld, with a line ;*niile. 

• ‘ She is as sijyare asjnv jewel-casi-,’ said tlie (Aairitess. 

An ariini;*ti'iA ef ti^np' r lit up la r face, alinust as if with 
a green light. 

' She iiiig^it d'.^for Beilina—was it i»ell<>na who had si.aiie^ 
tiring t'S do 9 , ith apple ti’i e-^, in I la ise tine s ? 

*She louked Ufi at \hbali wlm^s ple d : 

’‘Chil.'rsaU 

'J( )r ^oniei I, Illy iif that kiild, rustic and awkward.^But as 
fo» Venus ! ^\\ hy c\'eii l)ii|iires ('an11 \'ng'' weiilii be better, 

thuugh she liiiik's ahui'st iilc’ a t’re.il-',’ 

'-Vnd so the ('aiuix'iige is te d" gi'esat,things tilts season,' 
saift Prince I’eri'eln, t'i change 1 he .a aw eisate m. 

'iVh.'it is sle;'gi aiig f,. dn?' said a laieuiid Ib'inan 

» 

jariileess, ws^i^ auburn hail', wlm caine s^'\^l\■ U[1 at that 
ffiniuent, and stimd leaning.!ai an ('« ha/i cu.v with a braiutiful 
•jade hai 4 lle, 

' Ilaw all the clevi.r pinple at lea- [larties as well as us,' 
snappi.d the C'lUtiti'ss d' ia-i\!l\'. • 

‘ .\risni,t*wi' ehsver Y ’ a^k' <l th<’ Princess. 

Sire liMilced vagui lvTit th' IIim'I', and ninvcd the puint ed 
.the r>u i<iiit cu.v'geiifly fn and fi'". 

The l^tle Cirinl' - s, wleijiad tlk Frenchwonian’s cimtsTUfit 
for slow w its,’th'.'Ugh '■he''pi,M(l as a lovcl\' little fri\aality 
who had bedano'thori iiiglily Italianised, made a grimace at 
IleTcwir^l Arnold. 

‘Nut ns* archiC'ilogists and writers, Mirnetta,’ she said 
sharply. 

‘iso?’ Fut in our way!’ murmured the Prinditss, sHll 
looking at the floor, and turKing' her line profile towards the 
thr^ men. ‘ Aren’t we clever in aur way ? ’ 
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She glanccT up at vat^ncy, 

M'lu re are so nuiny ways,’ she almost w'hispered. 

And she moved slowly towards the tea-ro<sm, gazing before 
her, and lioMing lier head slightly on twie side.^ ^ 

'Since tlfe ])uca tolil Mimotta she looked hke^a 
slie has bee( inV:' a bi ire numi'-rr^ nn,’ said the Countess Tyfltishly. 

' What Uuca ? ’ aslci'd .\rnold.* 

‘ ‘My di‘ar buy! when utie says ihe Duca ” even,^ one 
kn ows, or I'uclit b' know. Napnh Ikdla ! 

Prince Perreto smiled and nmrmured. something into the 
Countess’s /oar. 

' I know',’ she answered. ' I was at Najiles at the time. 
It was Ycry foi.lish r.f them bisth to manage so bjApy.’ 

She looked round her, and said to the C'linpany generally ; 
^ ‘One thirig th'-y cab do in Fr.'tnee. 'I'Ai.y e'an manage* 
the-ir affairs la-tter than they are managed herc.’^ • 

At tliat ntonn-nt .a vitv talj and elean-sha\'en nian of abofit 
thirty, an Itali:in,''came up, bi'rrTiT ovlt the Marches'a’s haiici, 
and said'. 

‘Princess Mane( Hi is in tlie next room. She tofd me‘to 
say .she was connng in to ynii, but ('mitessa Maria made her 
step and have ten Hiat. htlla ! ’ 

lie ki sseii C'lUiiti es lleee.u'.a’s hand \Mth an air of profoi/iid 
adisratiiiii, \K'hieli :ilni..st aineiinted te ii.a^eiun. 

‘ Tliu ' k‘\ul:Lim('*l Ili(‘ M.tib'lii sa. 

.Again the fat pearl slweik in tlw fi'imt of her wig, as if 
it had becnme treniid lus in ayinpafhy \'.illi her cxe,iteiuent. 

Her tuft ed (_■yeb^ll\^s sjirang up and rkoMi. 

‘ I think I ’ll go intii tlic tea-riMan. I will har'C a cup of 
tea too.’ 

.She grit up, arranging the m:in\' iMigs on her rncumatic 
hands. 

‘ 11 ow' amusing if Carelli were bs come J** .•she siagl, in a 
happily private but audible vi lieedo-the Cpunfe . -. 

‘Oh, Cesare never gees to an afternoon^ said the iittle 
Boccara. 

‘ He came to one of mine once, with her.’ 

The Marchesa walked into the tea-rtiom. 

vSit down, Marcant'mio,’ .said ♦ the Countess^ ‘Oh, 
Barone, are you back from Vietina ? Come and tell us ah 
about Kinsky’s shoot.’ 
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She sMil/j sweetly on a fair an^ bald yoking man, who 
hastened to join her C'_»urt. 

Secretly she was longing to aecoiiniany tla^ Marchesa into 
tjw J;ea-joonu 

iS^ry dm; Woman in Rome wa^ at this moment keenly 
fnterei n Friiiees^ M aiuylli, Vlio had not as yet apj3eared^ 
in pnblio &inc< 4 her leturn from the : i//eegi(;/ar(/, and Countess 
H^iccara ^vas as euiious as a soiibritle. Rut slxf di(V n€*t 
choose to sft<iw it jmt mov. And die ha^l liws men sitting 
around her, .and aduiiring that w.ant fop whieh she lived. 

Niyrr fhe te.a-talA , sjp|)ing a cup ii[ t'u, and#nihibling a 
th'iV cake eeivereil w^th jnnh sugar, tie- Marelu'sa found 
Prii leess MiiSietTli, strviding m a gi'Sip of wi'm'.-m 

Lisetta Maly 111 , born l.isi;t1a d'orijU'anaia, thr' ^•hild of 
T*rince ToApienffini amf Anna. i ld< st daughti r cit Lorfl 
v^'dran, an irish pe' r, a^ls a <iriiuili' e’/ae/oea.ve fiml a linis|ii^ 
s^Viman r.f ^||e viirld. .^Slw h.-u^rritliin le r dejitlrs of pride, 
but she #eldi lUi slPi\\ < d tliem,”Rep1 lis of passidU which raily 
Ce:^are*(j'arelh liad siiuinleil, d' jiths of the di'Vof^ing and 
fliftne-like jeij,lous*\' wliii'li Is theyhadow of such pride and 
such p.assiiiu as tiers. Ih foie all thiHLV she -was dominating. 
Every om.' f'dt hsr mlluenee. C\ h< n sh ' ^-ame mto»any rooni, 
hotvever crowded, sle mad*- pei.pt' e.inseious that she, a 
perionnlitv, \'^as 1 hr re. (,irR who aspirr'd 1o sueee.ss in the 
wo^ld madr'>i^ le r a fetr-h. .She wa thrir ideal rnomlain^, 
;Tnd they Worslii['pe(l her jj’om ;ifaT. for she wi iiild m.it be 
britherr'd v ith gh rls at close i[ii.a*1 eP'.. t'lie marrii rl woimm of 
Rome hiir years lun ilool voil upoii her a , pi rhaps the leader in 
all things conneeted \rilh the wo,»IilI\ life. As a woman of 
the*»worl*l*anrl a great hnlr' she lead a i' potation that went 
beyisru^ the bruders <«f Italw !\Ieii, lioth ot.l and yrmng, 
sporting arirl iiltelleetual, uvh t's and asjnring, werr' rlclighted, 
and e^a^ grat leful, if she a'l^or 'd 1 hem to be m her sju-eial set. 

Neve rtheless slip haddaiTed to hold her husband, and now 
it was wdiisperr'd^everyv here had been deserted by her lover. 

Was ^hcre then some liriiken link in the eh.’iiii of her 
influence, ^oine secret ^veakness or failure in lu'r character, 
w’hich only those discovered whom she allowed to drayv near 
to ker real self,.or whom she deliherately drew' to her b_\^a 
conscious exertion of thr' will ? , If tliere was, no sign of it 
waa discoverable in her face. 
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The first in^pression of le r was that slie wns Kill of subtle- 
tit's, and that inptrcssion yrcw. She was not a beauty. 
She wns an wijh certain jrhy.^ieal attractions for 

men ; a perfi et tieiire of the voliij)tuo'as ty[)e^ not c'vcei'tipn- 
;illy tall, extra'ir<linarily exfinssive and btv'iutifiil/dfahds 
and wri'.ts, a loNeiy skinUeyea not speeiallv lar;:^d}ut so 
brighi: aiid sm lii ry that tla y startled, somefeimcs troulded, 
ttiti^e w'Uei fisr the first titne suffered their ga/.e, eli)uds.^^rf. 
dark hair that k^y-La-d \aet> •rn msly \ ital, lilm 'ilw hair of a 
Victory ads'aiieing in desjnte of nil the <'|>p(isiti<jn of the 
IIea\'ens ink! the Winds. And she was nim'e than' perfiadly 
Sul f ' {RiSSUSS'.'i 1. Tliere aas s.aiiethiny in lier expi'ession a'ud 
manner (juii tly deliant of opimmi, wctleint h.'rVdncss, as if 
her inixiT S(_lf kni;'\\'> abs. .fiitsK' f hat it c mldnn >t be changed, 
hrtust remain fm <'\'er just what ft was, th.at it'was unal)!!' 
U'.cn to try to hide its laio\\ k dge‘from a woivl th.at asics 
wax from us on r\liieli it u, a\' set d.s erudr' anil its rmridjis 
impress ions. 

Of this u'ornan, at this inom (it, all Roini' w.as laiginning 
to whisper not triumphs hut humiliation. t)f course khe 
knew it. No liiing woman l.m w Iwr Jvome better than did 
Lisetta ]\janeelli. il.i-ng aoo, by bsing Inr uinfiekling self 
shi.“ lead ne.nily '-ufferod tfi.' hast eoud'Hination of b'o'me. 
.She had known iiliat sh'- riskod wli' ii da.ysei/id isn' the 
youth and the fire of t'es.iis Cao Hi. Ifiit si««^l;a.l iioAded 
them and she had takrri thiiu. .And she had li\'ed *:> 
See the hand' of ^ |;,ajp-i—fii-r Koine I- -almost* ]'aousl\'‘ 
raised as in bk s .iiig aboio la r le ad ;;nd the la afi of her 
lo\'er. Now sir- saiv dla0,1' hands waiering, as if, in 
surjrrised horror. Koine 1 m gan to susp.'ct tla Ki wait nei 
longer any 'sne to kdiss. 

And she looked \’ery piereiug and sereni' as slas'now* 
faced Kome for the fird time* simj.' the riimofireel rii^Aure. 

It was characteristic of fier ftiaT' sfio jnllowed herself at 

* 

such a moment to lie surri'unded not by nitli but by women. 
She was not a cciward. If pain had tri kic, she w*s of tlie 
kind that goes to meet it. As yet she was ignorftn* who the 
woman K’as who had displaced her "from the heart of her, 
leis'er. She had been tidd by the one man,, the only peirson 
to whom she had .spoken of,hercatastrophe, who the woman 
was. She had been told that the wmmaD was Dolapea. 
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]^t she he\d herself ignorant. For in such, matters she 
did jrot believe in the intuiti(in3 of men, and she had nbt 
convinced herself of the truth of what she lyrd tv a n tijld. 
O^Jl^ cyitraur, she hfld seme suspieion^tlmt what Cesarc 
hf^d o^e was ]ifuliably a prelude t< i snme project of marriage. 
His my^lr^r*and father liad j.terhaps at last persuaded him 
to seek a wuTi*, and, unlike many Ri>inan men, he had 
■^heiiight it hunouralde lirst to end what had beeik almtisf 
like a marriailfl.-, only much nioi'e ]iassioiiate,iUH^rumantic. 

She stiHod among rjiins, witli tlie dust uf their fall rising 
like a^'h^uTl ulirmt her, and si|gied her tea in tla; nmlst of the 
grftlip of Wi )men.,^^ h)<di Jir-r liostssS laov eagei-ly jiiuied. 

Although to nien i’nneess M aneelli often sisenrcd ex¬ 
quisitely f'‘minir*e, to sorne^wonien she showed a^side*()f her 
efiaracter that. tol;hem, sr'eiiied alneot masiaihne, and thal; 
hijt -alarmed tvluh- it subjiTgatid tin in. Slus was clever, ai^il 
intylleetual, and theia- 4e,re when ^Jie intimated a 

Contempt tif gossijtthat reseniMwI a man’s. And in her 
natiMTC ■re was also a h>yis of sjtort imt oftisn'-^i^amd in 
Roitian women. They sometimes.appear to like a sport if 
it is fashi<snal>Ie. Rrineess Mane. Ih hk. il sport for its own 
sake^ She had Vaen known to g.t dn. Jv-sho. .tin^ in the 
Pontine marshes. ^And was a hard rider 1 .1 hounds. 

As*the M arely sa came n|i the Ikines ss \\as talking of the 
sporting side d^he wiiiter seasuii in Ronie, and the- Marehesa 
caught the Word ‘pity,’ s|*oken with a touch of smiling 
contempt.* 

‘ WliaPis a pity, Li*etta ? ’ she asked, gr.o ting the Princess 
with the warmth of an ardent enrfoutw 

Tlrti PrimUss lo.sk.'d round her to tlie group of wssmen with 
her strangely piercing etes. 

• ‘ I Vas only saving it w;.*' a pity s.. few of the Roman 
W'omcn, g«;) out^lvilh the Ii^iiimR. Without the sVnierieans 
Mjd the Austrians, and tAsj or three English—such ns Lady 
Cannynge—there would be no women ut« all who rea iiy 
follow, ai«l who aren't afraid of the obstacles.’ 

‘You are*tulking aliout hunting!’ said the Marehesa, 
vith obvi^i^ disappointment. 

‘ ^yhy not ? ’ 

The Princess put down her fea-cup, 

Rtmember I have been away from Rome for a long time, 
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and have losft ow habft of gossip. But I shait^t^on find H 
a^in no doubt.’ 

‘ You talk., of the J^nglishwomeu nuntmg in Home,' 
observed Dunna ^Alice Metardi, a S'er>' y«jn^ Jirnmitm 
j-ecently married to a Roman. ‘ And Lariy Cao^f^gp. 
Weil, I can tell you Lady Ci^nnynge’s just tire^df if. * She’s 
not buying any hearses this M/ason.’ 

* ‘‘Isn’Lshc ? ’ said the Princess, with indifference, ‘ Tkat 
is one womap ttk' less in our little band then.*’ But why is 
she g’iving it up ? ’ 

‘ She sir,’s it’s too expensive.' 

‘ But her husband has ei.mr into ^any arfount of mone^'',’ 
said the Marclicsa, ''J'hat is \\hy<he retirtal from the 
diplonmtie S(T\'iee before lie bi earue an and'assadeir. She 
vfas furieus about it. Sle/ wanted tei be " ller Lv.xeellency.’^'’ 
Well, that 's what ehe .says.’ 

‘But what \\p.- aunt never Rjo eijiensive,’ Said l^ie 
Princess negligently. 

Donna -Aln.'e’s newdsngland face e.xpanded in a ;ji*ile.» 

‘That’s .so!’ 

‘ Perhaps r.ady Caiinynge can't do the two things at one%’ 
obserweir a pretl y«l tiiteh a onian who \sas sitting near the 
tea-table placidly and hUeuing to the tall^. 

‘What t\so tl linga Mai.lainc de Ifedia^.? ’ asked* the^ 
Mareliesa. 

‘ irunting and lion-htinting. , I.ady Cannynge is getting 
to know all tin- iitteis-t 11 ^g people we ruwer iiicet ; thf* 
areh;ro|Mgists, the hi -t^aiaio. ) h<.' y,oung painftrs, the 
musii.'ians ; that woiliDNse don't toui'h, exceiit perhaps 
with the' ti[is ed our ting' r once or twice in .a seasiaii—ivlien 
we want to g't .soniething out of* it. For btiwfytnza of 
course 1 (j'u va ,v,/e,s <lirf ! ' 

Calmly the Dnt'.-hw''inan lo' , h»id rmuK 1 w ithsht^r light 
and sincere > yes, in which thereVifs a llivker of satire. 

‘Perhaps tlu'. enllo.ation of that w^rld leas'os Lady 
Cannynge no time for Imnting,’ she eoneluek*-! rathci* 
drily. 

‘ I Jie'ar the Cannvngc's apartmenf is lovely, spia i-'rinee.si 
Maneelli. ‘ No doubt slie wants to»show' it to every oin?.’ 

‘ Well, but—to arehfcoh^gisfs and historians I ’ exclaimed 
the Marehesa, who had a holy horror of antic[uities, which 
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feideed ^r^/the only things that sfemed thojoughly obiec- 
tionable to her in her beloved Rome. 

^Bettina, cara, I know a liistorian here in Jtome who haa 
fading beau*}', and mure sense of romance, than 
air%[t’5foltien^)ut tdgrther have,’ said Princess 5lanee]li. 

Suf^aaly her eyes because tic*ly, and her duak face tilled 
with expres?ffip. * 

We commit a great mistake in ign..ring so nwich thal 
makc-s our l*>me grand and urii(|ue. I ha-^e always thought 
so,’ she added. ’ Aijd sis Lad}' Cann\'ne'‘ is y’dig to gi\'e us 
Romans ft lead, and not in tin liunting-lii ld ! ’ 

•There was a siumd nf pride in her bjw voice as she said 
the last wi uWls. * 

Many Rmnai^s secretly resent the prissessive manrrers and 
ftctions of Hie RT'glish aTid .tinerns-tiis nsIim s\sarni in tfie* 
s^-ets of R«me, who eivtn many i>f the hnest houses ajid 
a^rtments, give’ the must e] a Innate parties, and jiernieate 
society, j^srhajes iftanetinii s rmliep aggre,\\i\elv'. I’rineess 
Mai^ceiy wws one of the-,,- Ihauans, As a rule slii*«^n<’ealed 
tin* fact. Fof she km-w her w,irjd, and knew what it was 
wise to conceal from it. T,>-(lay, sudd, iily a llame leapt up 
within hi.-r and shi>t out tiivards ]),,l,ir,^s. J',,r if moment 

Idoffires bore the sms of a niiiltituil,' ,,t f'lriwticri in tlw mind 
of this RonianJa(fy, for a iiioin, nt she de.servi-d punishment 
for rtiem idl. 

•And yet not long ago .Princes^ .Maneelli had listened 
T^almly, nlmr>st* increduhuisl}', ft,> a sfitement of M.snte- 
bruiio s iiii.'isR'ing li^diires taniwnge. I)i-^pit,.' In r u[>parent 
serenity the nietital atni, ispln r,- iir \^hieh she f, aiiid lierself 
wasjiaviyga euniulati\e , ff, et iip,,n her. She kin-w what 
all these women were blinking ab,,ut as th,-\' stmid around 
her. •■sVnd though In-r e,,n*fil, te s, lf-p,issessi.,n dominatid 
them, ajid to a’easual sp, siat"!' it sv, mid ha\ e seemed us if 
she was the ruling^spiritf aifn ,ng them, she felt all tlie time 
Ifke one grasping^ags in the frantic cndeiniour t,e co\'er her 
dakednei^. 

At this n'Wiinent, unabl,.’ to endure a longrr siisjiension of 
her curiositv, although it was mitigated liy h\ e men, to.iyntess 
Boeq^ra Steppr-d slowly ^nto the tea-room followed by hef 
train. 

Shf and the Princess disliked each other, for w'oman’s 
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reasons. The position Af the Princess in Rome'^iTHtated th# 
Coiintess, who wislu/d to be not only the smartest, but also 
the most inllueniial, woman in their small, but ver}' complex 
and cosmopolitan, world. UnfortunaVlv thoi^yb slpe .wq^s 
yltra-smart'Woman she was not a p;rcat lady. whft^er^ 

she was where Princess anccjli was, stsmeho'vv^slie was 
subtly made to ficl it. In supreme clej^rance. fliere is sohie- 
tiiirifj me.'ital which is lacking in su]»rrme smartness. T,I?e 
Prinei ss was siipri Tiiely iF ^r;int, the Ce>untets was onlv' 
supremely smart, llohind hor the Princess had the ^treat- 
ness of urittocratic Horica and the solid traditions’of f^ristii- 
cratic England. Whereas the C<.)urj,tess, l^iehind her, ht-d 
only the Wealth aral the busiin/ss capacitv rd successful 
comme^?ial France, }|,a- father liaving been, an immenselv 
Hi’h Lyons silk merehant. > v. , , 

Thi'i'efore she di'.hk'd the Maitcelli. And ehe Princifss 
disliked her, for hra- pri te,n.dons, her nunc roiis sm^Jl 

affectations, whn’h grateil iijion the essentially Uiiaffi-eted, 
though <.ev.'(eedinglv seei'etice, nature which is charynter.wtic 
of the aristocratic Ivonian, and perhaps because of the gbeat 
success of her smartness. 

Neo'crthcless the,two wemrn were vei'y intimate acquaint¬ 
ances, played liriJge tog: tie r, sat in tie- same box very 
often lit the ispera, arid c ait iniiall}' dined ip each rither’s 
apartments. 

Pourquoi / 

‘ Fmirquoi pa-',' / ’ ‘as tlie 'x^ountess would probfdoly have 
said. 

' Lisetta 1 J his is (>ur Rome' indeed now vou arc back 
to lead us,' she dropped oiit languidly in Italian, lisyshe crime 
up. ‘We other coMirojiolitans, we Can luwer real In’,, had in 
Rome, e\'en if w:.- seem to. I ahoiys sav that. W'e ake tCMO 
essentially modern. W’e hare vjot withii'i Us that^rjc'T— 
silly people call it stagnant—sidiousues.s which lielongs to 
every true Roman.’ 

Her voice and manner were threaded with delicate malice, 
as the Marclu'sa’s wig was threaded with tlcS riband of 
watered silk. 

•Princess Mancelli looked cjuietly *t the little Roccarai 

‘ Out Rome I ’ she said, t 

Then she turned tirelessly to Prince Perreto, and began 
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speak*to/iim about a new book t)n the et^al, but eter¬ 
nally interesting, subject of the liisorgimenio. 

but Countess lb iceara had plenty of spirit—some called 

S i^nce-^and alwiost iniim’diately she glided int(.) their 
jfitfrm,^‘ind witli reuiarkabh' adnutness succeedi-d ly 
■’it‘from Chiribaldi ^iiid •(':i\’our, from *C'aprera and^ 
Marsahi, baW:,to the modci-n lionu' and United Ita]\'*\l)ich, 
^sjth Paris, M( luti' Carli.*, ani.l two or thr('e <jther pLices wirti 
Ca'=!inos, wei-t all the ^^o^l<l to her. 

\ (>u are huntiiig this s'/asiin, (if course. Ijisrtta ? ’ she- 
said, sooff. 


of Course ! saul the Prinei ‘ When have I not 
hunted ? Hireni (iiinvlias [iiek( (1 up two capital hunters fi.ir 
me, both of them Tri'.h bred.' 

• ' I shall l^ok ofit for yfai af the uah t on Thursday,’ said' 
ttS'- Countes'* ‘ I am goi>ig to inotoi’ out with the Palacci,’ ’ 
jSh e pauoal, then, lookiiig j^raight into the* Princess's 
piercing iA’cs, she ;» 1 (|( <1 : 

' It svll lie vour tirat dav out this season, won’twif''^ ’ 
fcVes,'* 


"V riu are sure to ' iijov it. 'I he meet is ;it the Divlyio 
.-bnnrc.' 

■S^ic dro|‘iped her eyes and turiieil to speak to Ib reward 
Arm^ld. .\s she did sii sls' saw Iti'lires m the distance, 
coming slowb^ow.anls the tea-room, 

•There is that perfectly- suss t» I,ad\' ('annvnge ! ' said 
t)onna .\^ce Mi^tardi. snIio was .■l^^^'ol■shi^|)lT of Ttokjres, 

,\u Esglishwomai^. who was just ])Uttmg down n tea-cup, 
remarked ; 

‘ tihe }yi« a very swci t faera P,ut I must say latelv I 
think she's gisne off. ♦ih's’s la.'glnmng to look ratln.T hard 
#.boirt the rnoutti.’ 

‘ Ilarij ! Lai^y* Cannyiii^; ! Oh no ! She’s ever so 
sweet f ' prote?ted^ Don«a •Alice, almost ns if personally 
altacked. 

think she’s getting to look hard,’ returned the 
Englishwonwin, an inflwxibh.' banki'r’s wife* c.alli il Mrs. Craw- 
bridge, who was severe^,' spending the winter in Rome. 

Cc^nteSs Boccara darted an almost cruelly searching 
glance at Dolores, who came up at,this moment and began to 
greet, ^er acquaintances. 
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Shr realised aV that Mrs. Crawbrid^;^'' g’as right, 

Ttv?re was a slight, but definitr, chang<; iii the ‘ most beauti¬ 
ful person in Kmnr.’ The wi\tfulness and the mystcra' ^Vere 
still in the eyes and the lips. Ryt there^was also some.-..- 
thifig fixe/i and eald in the small face, a nunrlfhes^Jirtalat 
vaguely altered it, as the nf foot alters a J^i]Psca(fe. 

Dei'inrcs greet' d the Marehe,>a and C"untess*Roccara, then 
tumied 'i,p Princess Mancelli. 

‘I heart! yoii^ had just emne back t" Pnifjc,’ she caidT" 
' .My husliand and I have 1 h -n IcTe for ages. We arrived in 
October ki* S'se about our tnov apartne iit.' 

‘ I hear it is quite lovely,' said tlw Prineess, 

Sh<' h'dd till' hand of OoIoT'O for* p'Oiafes a,brief instant 
long'T.tlian was uoial. 

‘ Mv husband tliinks it is ah right.' he is ver\’ 

‘dilbeult to tillsasr, ill that va\'.' 

' .And ill .all the otic r var-i t ' iok'sl the PiitiCess, lightly. 

A smile plasa-d aljout liTi' lips, ljut her eyes looked hn- 
smilingfVj^. 

‘ "J'he other wavs ? ’ 

' Men are so exigi nt ,as a ruh — aren’t they ? ’ 

Therewas .a hint of nialiis' in the \aiice. \\ liy she scarcely 
knew; it immediatrly rousi d in Dolores a d' feiisive fueling 
that was liery. ^ 

‘ Perha[)S tlwy are Put my hu.^band isn^! slie said. 

The Princess turned » wav to speak to an old Senator who 
was one of her d'‘\'*,ut adnvrers, 

‘ That Woman ’s in lor e with le r husband I ’ shg thought. 


CIIAPTPlh ATI 

' V 

One afternoon, just bef, ac Christmas, Deny.il came in froip 
the Embiassv aft' r a busy day’s work, and f<,')un^ his wife 
dressed to go out. The children were taking an airing ill 
the Porghese gardens, but 'would (joubtless ven) .soon return 
home. For the hour of'twihght was not far off, ami they 
were always hungry' at tea-time. 
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I Hullo, Ed ^ Wh^re are you off t*» ? ’ Aid DenziJ, in a 
husky vuic?. 

- He came close to his wife, and, staring at her, he added : 

‘ \Vhat a smart hat, you worldly creature I ’ 
^'Ni 4 ^ai'i%it;^m}^cir. Doesn't it lo^k ( xpenTiive ? ‘And how 
it woUKi^biJ dyS[i^scil if all the wom;n I am going t« meet this 
afternoisn \\liat it ci’et 


' And how miAdi was (hat '? ’ 

\'er nrini^, vou cild h’ranzi. Such kmovicdge is not for 

lien.’ 


He lowaj- d his rarhi r Imlldikr' h<;nd, slie raised hers 
;iimdta«iewusl\’, an<l a kies was. One cmiiIiI h.ardh' say they 
kissol, so natur.d,,'Ho untK"Uglit absiiit, so inevitaldc seemed 
the meeting id tlair lips.' 


' WlvTc ure^yc^iti going, liJ ? ’ asked Deiizil. ‘•Aiiist you. • 
be rdf at once '/ 

‘ 1^0 you wivit me ? ’ 

‘i tlioiight I wouM h.ls'c a c’j^ir, and tlft^it you might 
enjoy a i alf hour of ecstasy by sitting near riie and wijfclung 
nc siiP'ks*!*',’ 

‘ iM'anzi, how Coiild that Ise ecsPisf ? 


‘ I didn't smoke rweii one yesti rday, and I \'e hiirl a lot 
of wi^'k. I feii as d I nnut. Desidi^, ff..lastly, I d.m’t 
Relieve the sniolcing has anything to do \\ith inv s'oice. 
l^irtorj, the Aiianiean nasal f. ll.iw who’s just corue here, 
is t\yce as hoars.^as I am, and he ia^\er sna.kes at all. It 
seeins to lie a s.irt.id e|ud.mid g. .ing about Uonie, rlue to all 
this dust fr.tm the biiililing oji. ration.,.’ 

‘ \Vell, 1*don't want? to be a lirutr',. But let it be one of 
those teeny, l^dd-cohsured ones.’ 

' Rig7it ydii are.’ 

* Denzil t*iok his^rvife In’ the arm, and they went down the 
• ’ 0 ’ 

Iftdad j.iassage to ^li* study. 

It was u C' bsi •st rrioin in tje tlat exe. pt the nursery, and 
at Uiis moment it w^, ns Denzil sometimes said, ’ llawiured 
.with nurseiyy’ for a small, hmt scry tinis*li..'d golly wog 
befonging tft Viola was s. ated in Denzil’s speci.d arm-chair, 
ltdrking askance at thr‘ boyks and jiap.Ts, and a Teddy bear 
lajton its near the hearth with its heuil reposing on \he 
last Lifbrarj’ Supplement thc^l'inifs. 

Neither husband nor 'wife madt^ any remark on these 


D 
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tenants. Mrs. ^DeuzH sat down on a'’worn f^pfa which was 
placed at Lght angles to the fireplace, and Denzil, after 
carefully cutting, lighting, and drawing at a small and pale 
cigar, went over tu his chair, very gently mpved the gr)llyw'w^ 
inte:) one'of its tingles, and then toek his seat hA'ide^‘5'^''Ivith 
a Comfortable sigh of satisf.-u'tion. 

‘'AVhat a blessing a cigar fs ! ' he said, ciVissing his feet. 

I doy’t know how I get through yestertlay without one, 
Ed. Only my holy fear of you kept me- straight/ ^ut 
to-dav I niust have sinned whatever vour WTath.’ 

' \Vhy ti.)-day, Franzi ? 

‘ Because 1 have been botherrd a bit.' 

He pulh'd happily at the littls^ cigar, aied watched the 
smoke g" up in till' room where the light was growing vag'ue 
as the aft'ernooii wore uii t'ovanls the twiliglit. 

‘ Has something giJie/ off the ^ails ’ 

Mrs. Denzil leumd against the arm of the’ sofa, looking 
towards her Rusljand. Tier voice was very ejm"t and even. 
But sfv; felt sure Franzi Inul been making n gaffe. 

‘Oh, it's nothing of impiudaiice. Only it seems I’ve 
put a sillv w 1 iiuaii I lilt,' 

‘ Of course ! said Mrs. Deiizil's mind, while her voice 
said, ' Have you '? 

‘You know when we had that Embassy dinner for the 
Prii ice and Frineess ’—In.- mentiom ii thf names of t\/o 
English royalties—‘and tliere was all that row abou* the 
Tomtit being sent in liy mistake with a mere Mrs.’ 

The d'. iintit ssas the ambassador who represented one of 
the great powers in Rome. 

‘ Of course I do. But it is all right. The Tomtit himself 
was laughing about it with me only yesterday at the Wol- 
konskys.’ 

‘ Yes, the Tomtit's got e>vcr it. But chat isn’t the point.’ 

Mrs. Denzil quietly lit a Ogorette. Wuat had the dear 
old blunderer been up to now '/ It war she who had made 
the amba,ssador laugh. But now there were other conse¬ 
quences of the affair to be dealt with. 

‘ No ? ’ she said, dropping the natch. 

‘ It is the mere Mrs. who is up in arms. 

‘ Mrs. Slin^by ? ’ ^ 

‘ Ye*. I didn’t know it was ehe who had been palmed ofl 
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oft the amj^a^^tidor—at least 1 had utterly f?)rgotten if I ever 
did know—and so I told her the whole story at tlie Bulgarian 
minTsterV lunch.’ 

‘ Frarjzi 1 ’ 

no I t<'ild her the Tomtit hart said It was an 
affront emperor his heiny s* iit in at an official dinner 

in honour o^^^nylish royaHies \sith a imhody, and Reing 
expe<’ted to walk in liehind nnc d his (jwn secretaries’ 

You said biiat to Mrs. SlinyNhv ! 

e. . « 

‘ Well, Ed, I was treating her as a real pal, ^nd I hadn’t 
the faintest idea-’ 

‘J)ear 'old lioy, wlvn do ymi ha\'c—in such matters ? ’ 

‘It seems ^hefr cut Ti[) aafiilly r'liigh ahout the* whole 
husiness, and been ci'mplaining .diMut it to I.ady (hi‘\ase. 
This sort of ^liing^is tin* fiiiiomce of Tli[iloniacv, Kd. Ah 
this Social ruhknsh, all thi^ ttAs-rl.i'-tiiig fu^^ ali(iut preis (Imec', 
is irtiwortliyfif any one with a g'^um,; miiid. Aifd \’et orTe 
has t',) botker abinih it because pe<iple are so tirrSisme and 
Pott};’ 

And s?F-Mrs. Slirigsby’s iTeen csimplaining ! 

Yes.’ • - ■ 

What did she sav 

II ea\'en knows. But the amliassador spoke akxsut it to 
me. Jle was ratlaft juit out about something, d'liere have 
been »two or tlfri'c other litth- misfaln s l;ite|\-, it seems. 
Th.^" are as parTii'ular abou^ eti(|ue*tr- here jis they are in 
^kenna. K old‘d’heo had got A leiina die ’d haw had a 
ternldc tkne.’ 

M rs. Ds'ii/.d knew tfrat .Sir dhs'(td()r4' \^’as ipiito ine.ap.ablr* of 
makii|g suck social mistakes jls those committed by luT 
husband. But sh's dnl ii*jt -a\' S(S. • .She rvas thinking busily. 
^ I alialf jirobaHly meet KilAy Slingsby this ufternooii,’ she 
said presently. 

WTiA? ? ’■ 


At the Cannemg^s.’ 

Is that where you are going in the hat ? 

Yes. Wlw don’t you cisme too ? ’ 

■ No, Ed, not even Dtdores and Theo could tempt rrje to 

sfrow np ift the afterno<jn. Do vou know I begin to pitv 
Theofr ' ■ z 


Why.? 
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Always pecj^ilc in ‘the house. A man ca^’t Jike it. *A 
n'kfin wants nis home to be his own. He likes to have gome 
privacy in it^ some peace.’ 

As he spoke he ylancol abisiit tho room, ijien at hi^ 
and hcave'd a sliglit sigh satufaction at t^e (falm^cfr^u^dr 
interior. 

Diileires is g' tting t"g. tlwr some very inteT^csting people, 
I hclieky,’ observed Mrs. Den/.il mildly. 

‘ I dare say .■^he' is. Hut. it ’s cs'erlasting f especially in 
the afti.Tiii e.i'n when every man likes ti>.be free.’ 

‘ Tlieotk>rc isn’t c>l>lige(l t<> be always there, I ^apprise.’ 

' Of Course not. Mut th' re alwavs st,ems tii be seme 
special interesting bore la- mu^t mei.t coidf if'te conte. Oh, 
Ed. lu )w di liglitfnl it is to jiut oiii ’s feet in one’s fender, and 
to know that imt a ‘single mteis'sting pets..n bill get insifle 
on('’s door for a ge, ,d twentv-feir:'hour.s at tlia verv least*! 

She lail'ghed liapi Ills'. 

‘ ii'ou and I Were born t<') be fogies, Ffair/.i.’ 

‘ Th.-Hi.t' Ood f' >r it.’ 

‘ Let ’s try to bi' diplomatic logies, eh”? .Shall rve ? ’' 

'Wasp! Would Veiu [(hint a sting in ysiir faitliful 
husband '? 

Ife ti iiiehed h'T h ind. 

‘ But serioiish' Ed, I can't think whaL’s ce.rne tei TV 'll ues 
lately. .SIw need to be so simple and napjr.al. And now* 
she seems to be perpetnallv ^t,r.iining to lie somelhing'khe 
isn’t, aiming at \Mt'; sipiei li-'ial brilliance, add all t^ln- rubbis'Ii 
tlm n.'al women—women like you--ne\ er botlwr atieuit. 
Surel\' \'ou nrut lia\ e' noticed it.’ 

‘.She wants to make Theodore's life intwrvsting and 
anniong.' 

‘ Th-o's ! ’ 

‘ Now that he has nisthing sp^eeial to dd, 

‘ You think shi.' do< s it all fof Theo 

‘ I expect so,’^ 

‘Then she forgets, or doesn't know, that at Bottom old 
Then’s just a primitive man with a longing feirShe I'lrimitivq, 
thing's. lie's got nnire wi.irld-varnfkh than I have, but he’s 
no more wesrldly, in the accepted ^sense of the term, tjian *1 
am. What he really likeiji is just to drop in here and smoke 
a cigar with me, talk over things quietly, and have a good 
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roFip \vitli«th/ children. lie’d do it every dii^’ if Dohircs 
didn’t cram their roi>ms witli the intellectual salt ed the enrUi. 
But as it is he comes ninch seldomer than, he used to. 
•cr^t-Vi^U Ileit^'ed it ? 

‘the^’rcj, Settling down. jierha}is they’re^getting to 
twig 

' .Slang ’ 

_ ‘ T hey may be getting to kno-w pee>[)le' nmre intimately.’* 

‘ MTlieiin lm\^' they g^t to-dav ? ’ 

‘ I don’t know. lint tie re’s to lie music, I believe. 
Franzi ' 

• ’ Wefl ?*’ 

' t sujiposc 'hefe really is a good chance of your getting 
.Munich e\ ent iially, after a hat Sir Allan toM \'ou iij Lorfdon.’ 

• KemT-mbei* it ’s*a (h acl*s( eis t ! F\ en (FI Theo kieoss* 
ni'itbing. Yes,*ther>'' sh('ul(Hic a gi lod chanee.' 

AJ he s]i( (kc Deiizil's T^itle r in-^.[ns ssi\'e ^icc sleawed a 
ciTtain lirigtil ness, n^nost an i .igi rieos. 

‘ L'J: ’sjie careful not to spoil it.’ 

' il^'W, what gre you up to, led ’. 

' W (dk Kitty Slmg^bv ’s a groat I'lal 

’PaU’ 

’Fri'. iid—frieia,! of Sir .AllanA. .\iid olio a cousin of 
the rnUiiotcr.’ 

* ' Fot F( '1' ign di^airs ! Ity .loi'e, so slw is ! I 'd f' 'rg( dti ii 
all iffxiut that.' 

^ The nio^e yoii* laare niber the iTioi'e likely you arc to get 
Munich, I«giiess.’ 

She madij the remark s.a.ni liglit alid casual l>v the little 
Anieriwanisi^i^svilh which sle- cl<ised it. She g<it up from the 
sofa. 

« I rrtust go. iFave yc 111 an\'*message for Kittv Sliiig'liv ? 

• 'Say I^^m o\■ef^^^lelmed w ih contrition, I’.d. 'I’lc- truth 
is all tliesc silly outThi thtng*s, tie.’ social things that mean 
ifotliing really, nevtT h<ild me for a moment.* Tlie genuine 
bifciriess fif^liplornacy, foreign affairs, the intricate is.lations 
t^'tween emr country and the rest of the nations, tine under¬ 
currents of political opiiflon and political intrigue—that’s 
a manifj business, that amj anything to do with his home. 
Rut ’—suddenly he pulKd up witl* a laugh—' no, I won’t 
defend myself. The fact is I’m too English, right tluough 
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all the And tlfere is a touch of the baitjarian in evAy 

trye and thorough Anglo-Saxon, I suppose.’ 

He took hold of his wife’s hand and drew her down 
towards him. » 

’ Be Latin for me, as you know how be, E(V'''vith 
Mrs. Slingshy tn-day,’ he said, with a very un.i^'UU' flas^i of 
perLb:j)tiein of his wife’s {lart in his diplMniaiy(^earcer. 

' She auit her face again-.t his f(ir an instant, hsoked in a 

^ tf trr»* 

glass. Settled tbe wonderful hat with a light<and intelligent 
touch, and went out of the i-ooin smiling. 


She loved to be at work for I'eanzi. But she<frarcd Kitty 
Sling^by would be more dillieult to ^eal with than«> the 
ambassador wh'sse nii'kname was t'omtit. 


Loft alone Di uzil lay back in his great arm-chair. The 
'window WHS op' ii brdiiiid him, Ijllt thorr'''\vas .a small fire, and 
the room was phsa-anllv warm.o Tln' littlr' eygir was not yet 
smoked out. lie hudiauded it \vith a eherishuig care.' As 
the evening d'rew on tlr‘ I'ght from tlnsIlaTnes grew in ^udue 
and biHuOy, made him tlnnl-; for an irietant of wiiiti.r er-eriings 
in England. At any neimenr lie might hear the voice of 
the returning children, hear their feet running down the 
passage , their spudl hands feeling at tlv handle of the door.' 
He forgot all about Mrs. .Slmgsby and his maladroitness. 
The go. ,d of life to. ik hol.l ujesn him. Hie sane beauty and 
ghsry of (’roll's gr.rit gift. E.eab', too .rraly ]MTliaps, he had 
accept.ol ;dl hie happm.os, tr.,ating it as men treat tlif- air, 
breathing it in and ohtnit or n.aa r thinking abimt it. N<wv, 
for a littlir whil.', Iw look.'d Isaek. and^th ii, being,^-till young 
—is not a man with a tareer still young at forty ?—he looked 
forward. .\rid in th.' for. grouii.l of both ptaa^|)ects there 
was ha|»pines.s. Ind.red the futu^'c glow.rl with an even 
clearc'r radiance than the pas*". P’or if In' was promoted, tp 
Municli, as scem.'d probabhr ^in n.a very'I .ng time he would 
be a minister, and his own mft,h.'r under (vwernrhl^nt. And 
from minister some day he would no houbt take the great 
step to the rank of ambass.ador. IBs thought witched *rff 
that track and went to his friend, Thcadore. ^Always Denzil 
had regretted his friend’s rctireniMit, but never so much as 
this evening, when his own prosprvt wideneu and l^s oVn 
life seemed ver,' g.xxL Poor old Tbeo 1 What a mistake he 
had made in retiring ! Such a clever di^plomat to be so ini' 
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putsive in a pA’sonal matter 1 It was all ovrr icr him, and 
it was all beginning for Francis Dcnzil I In his happincis 
Denzil found room for sympatliy with his frioad. Indeed, 
S^W'hai mo|^ient»fie felt, tfs many anothi r g(V>d maij has felt, 
as if h is hapj^ne^s were a strong liglit by means r^f which he 
saw clei^rl\Sjiitu tire heart <)fi» anotlwr. Denzil’s affections 
were not widely distributed. They were concentrated 
flr| fL\-en.^ strong. He lor’-d Sir Thoiobrrc' r\ itli a certain fine 
resenU, witli ascertain cl -iibred strcngtli. • Aiyd as he sat 
by the fire resting, and finishing his ciy ir, he wished with a 
\'ery uiyisuft vela nicnec that ' old Th'-o ’ had not fii.s hick, 
he ^ould not havg. part.r^l i\ith tliat for anything, but as 
much luck a,s Ite liarl. 

He heard a step in tlw' iiassag", a krioyk at his do'ir. 

*^4vanii f ’ ifc said huskily. 

T^e cleared jits tliroat. 

Tg II door opened and SikUwod. j’jt earne in. , 

‘ Theo I I was just thinking about you, lint as to e,\pect- 
ing ytui t#-^lay—well ! 

Ili^held out his hand without Lotting up. Sir Tlnisidrire 
grasjasd it, turned and shut the do.ii-, ^ 

' ' .\re the chiMr< n still out ? ' li's a>lo (l, (•>niiiig uii to the 

fjre. 

' Ye». They ’r^' unusually late to-day. So you ’\'c Had ! 
Vou couldn’t staij aiiv nioi-c of it V 

Sir The odore looki <i do\vn»at his Tricnd rvitli a hint of 
surprise in eges and bicaniig. 

Fled—from what ?•’ 

The Barbcrini music eoinbimal wilh hats. F.d has just 
gone t'j li.stiii/to the former and add a r-niarkable monster 
to the latti^.’ 

rU I ’efforgotten all^about it.’ 

Sir Theodore lUoked fdmos>startled, and then decidedly 
vexed. ‘ 

^Vhat a bore 1' he added. 

He took li^it his watch and glanced at it. 

I ought to 5o at raice,’ 

kept the watch in ^is hand for a moment. Deftzil 
stored *ip at £im. Denzil had just finishcel the cigar, and 
now, reluctantly, let the end of It fill into the fender. He 
longed to ^ht another, and to see his friend sit down in the 
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big chair his anrt light up too. But he Vlidcnot say So. 
He only stared with his short-sighted eyes. 

Sir Theodf'ire put tlie watch back slowly into his pocket. 

‘ The music is guing to be goud,' Franzi.the s^id, 
his chin so that his pxanted Ijeard shifted sideSVays, ‘ And 
you ’ye finished ynir cigak.’ 

‘ 'i:hu ! ’ 

TheK- was a pause. Then Denzil said : 

‘ Very much ■’'egrets that a prex-ious engags^ment 1 ’ 

‘ Wli.at jires'ieus eng igs'inr'nt ? ’ 

‘ .\ dc.mestic one, Theo. I 'vc seen nothing^f tlie brats 
to-day.’ 

' But they ’re mat in.’ 

' They svill be dil < etl\'.' 

' Uiri-etly yuur (U.ir shuts behind me, ilb doubt,’ ;faid 
Sir Tlieexhire, 

His deep 1 eiss \siiee st,_und' d .almost harsh for an inStant. 

Still Denzil did not ask him to stay. He was yery Iny'al 
t<i D<:ilaies. She was the wife rd his friend and a sweet 
woman. 

Sir Theodore turned, bent down, and warmed his fiands 
at the lirm l)u’i/il sat silent. Again by the liglit laf his' 
eisvn ha])pines^ In- saw into tie.' dark jilaees of liis friend’s 
ajipareiitK’ f< u’timat e lifi . 

Siuld'-nlv Sir Theodore straightomaU himself u’p afid 
wdieeled rounrl. 

‘ I must stay a'i'ra\ niiiiutes,’ tie said. '"I gen,uinely forgot 
about this affair at home.’ 

E^ en as he sjioke the L'lst two words lie seemed to feel 
that they' wens full of irony, and lie added ; ,, 

‘ Tf one can eall an apartment in a palace that doesn’t 
belong to one', haunted by svraiigers a home, Fraficis,,.' V.-t 
me ha\'e one of tln ese litt h*-cigars of ytairs. '|^hat woii’-t 
take me long to smoke', aiiel d Can jump liito a fiacre aftcr- 
waards. It’s uo distance. I slmulel be lute anyhow-.’ 

Denzil handed his friend the cigar Vmx in silence ; then, 
as Sir Theodore took one and cut it, he stare^l into the bpx, 
heoitated. anel saiel slowly with a Ralf smile : 

‘ I didn’t promise I wouldn’t.’. 

‘ Wouldn’t what 7 ’ *■ 

‘ Smoke two, but-’ 
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Sir Thec^ore mticle a dive at the box, took trnt a cigar, 
dipped it, gave it te Dtiizil, lit a match. 

Stick it iiite) vuur na.^itli.’ 

Denfil, ■♦i^h ^ pi'tMiee of reluctance, tis if c^-erbomc, 
obt^'ed. ^ Sir,Tl)^eidor(; hdd tic; m^tch to the cigar, then sat 
down in a^Nrcrni-ehuir, etro|%'h<;d <iut his long h gs, •iind 
breathed ont .a tleep and fervent 'Thank Geai I ’ -^nd jn 
ST+wiCfJhc tweUriends smoked. 

I absolutely neetl this,’ Sir Thi"doris saiifat kist. 

■ I daresf^^ yisu do,’ fr-Joined Lenzil. 

' The* fa-j.'t is, Frain'is, that \\h' ii a man g'ts to iiiy age, 
if he hemestly vs ;\*nian, »_'ci' t_\' can’t b(‘ mui-li iriore than a 
distraeti'sn V'llnm, It mav ha'.'. Ik.'Siiuo a liabit, it may 
be^a duty- 

\ damned _di]>l"malie duly,' gres'ined Denzil from his 
heuri:. 

‘ ’’.Vliich yj;>u n< gl< et. nf\’ son I '^lut it ean*n') longer be 
an c.xciti.'mi.nt, or ,a [ifca^ure uitli any \a rv k- cn edge. • Now, 
if you*anef i had new; hats f' I (k-.]'lav ' 

They joined in a laugh. 

And yet I hat(.' to hurt 1)'T a i tl a s fi. i'lnfgs,’ Sir d'lreodijre 
#aid. 

He ^Va.s gi’ae e .*gain. 

J^rectly I '.'(.-'■hni.shed tins —he t^H'k th'* cigar frenn his 
meaith, loi.'ked at.it with affeTdi'.ni, tlien yut it tictween his 
lips once nn'ro. 

' Ed says you havc^ome very intej’esting people.’ 

' Do we ? ’ 

ThTit s ^eimething unvhow,’ rriparkei.l Denzil. 

He plight critiuise Deilores ntly to his wife, but never 
\b*her huskiand. 

‘ Then-rehy do*i’t you comeviftener to meet them ? 

‘.You know how t*any ifuty dinners one has. And I am 
a bear. I can t help it. din.' worst of it is I hate sitting up, 
and never ^'ai^t the spectators to pitch me a bun. So even 
tfk a bear I’m a failure.’ 

ile sent up»a ring of smoke and follciwcd it with his eyes. 

Frtneis, this does me ‘good,’ exclaimed Sir Theodore, 
sitting Icjwer in his chair and *stredching out his legs still 
fu^her, If only Doloretta could smoke cigars I Her 
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activity ha^ become terrific lately. They sa/ induces 

languor. That's one of the many lies.’ 

‘ You ’re active enough yourself.’ 

‘ I used to think so. Doloretta 'has sho\V.n me, myfflao-eid 
laziness. Six'’s at it from mornini; till nichf’. She never 
seeiji-s to tire.’ 

Shows she’s well,’ said Denzil laconically. 

Sir This'(hire glanced with his keen bright eyes atijiis 
friend. There w.as a reserve hietwcen them, '^lle felt it, and 
at this moment he had a longing to be unreserved. Yet he 
knew will how honouralde a mutual reserve (fan be, even 
between the most intimate friends Sonv one has said'that 
his silences make tlx- gre;it gentleman. Sir Theodore 
thought of that at this moment. .Yid he changed the 
conversation. 

V ‘ I don't hko the l.,ok of tl'iogs in the Bdil'ans,’ he said. 

' D’ yrxi reme,tuber the I omo’ ga\'e yiui of Ferdinand’s 

character ? 

‘ I shirild think I do. It ^Ixovid the linii'g.’ 

‘I believe I was right. Of course I hatl special riieans 
of judging during tlx- short time I was at Sofia. I wonder 
how they arc gou;g to haixih:' things at Vienna.’ 

The Sound of the last wort.l seenxd to startle him, although 
he had spoken it. And neov the (.uitburst came. In this 
matter at least re serve was not necessary He must have 
the reli' f of fraiiluiess in soiix. direction. 

‘Francis, what” a fool, what a damned tool J- was to get 
out of the service ! ’ he exclaun<d. 

‘ You were,’ Donzil Fud sobi-rly. 

‘ The de\'il enters into us at times. That’s certain. But 
that all my training should go for nothing ! I ctyr say that 
in mv career I never made .a -’ 

‘ W ish I Could ! ’ mutteP d Denzil, thinking of Mrs. 
Slingsby. 

‘ And to go and ruin the whole thing in a moment of 
temper. For that was what it was. I lost myAemper atid 
threw the whole thing away. After Stockholfli I was b(0und 
to get an embassy. I ought to have had Vienna of course. 
But still— we human wretches act instinctively sometimes, 
and the instinct may chance to be vrrong. But never, after 
what I’ve done myself, could I blame the p<xtr sinner by 
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inftinct ifi a moment of madnesS^ call It injpuFe if you 
like, puts the repe round his neck, pulls it, and plicugli ! 

He made a gesture. Denzil skeined to s^e some one 
'd»i.gli*ig. ^ 

‘^It was ^*tr(^pundous mistake. I was thinking about it 
to-day jus1>4Jeforc you (yuiie.’ 

‘Were you'T’* A striaig man W'.uld rec mcilc' himsc7f, I 
impose. Of C'.iurse he s\"uld. l>ut I cant. It g^Vuns* I 
am a*weaklin^. That’s imt a j)leas,ant tleyight for a man 
either.’ 

He tiJlossW a profound ni'slaiieholy to apjw.ar in bis face. 

‘4 ’ve never th' iugtit vnii a wisak man,’ said Denzil slosvly. 

‘ d'hc most‘’eaf nii'i'ul sti' iigth, laiwioa r, ce rtainly is to 
be aisle to tndui'c^w itlnut grnniMing inevitable catnstr»jjhe.’ 

You 'rs riglit. ^'ou 'n' tight,’ 

‘T ’in theo-ifohlv ashaiiie.’.tliat 1 Imx’en't g-t it, ami that 
I cfyi't g'*t it. 'Jliu I'uis'^ I (!<► is to juiV fur my 

folly with a'good fac^.’ 

‘ I .^ujifiose that is sei. Die* diM su't want to .be a bad 
losei*’ said D'Oi/il, eh ry (|Ui<'tTv aiidjmp' rsdnally. 

' Yziu wiiuleln’t be that!’ his fm nd said, with a strung 
cpnvie'tion. 

‘ Chi lo sa / ’ 

‘ Y(W-i couldn’t l.ie* You W'^nldn’t know he>w.’ 

‘ N(^ credit to n|e- then. Dut I haean’t an idea. I haven’t 
beei^estcd. I’ve had a \V( i'*<l( i fnl i^in ef liiek.’ 

And ye>y deseU'e it, anel l.'idna^l' si rw^ it.’ 

‘ x4h, .■?/»’ does.’ 

‘I treated Doloretta badly, too, by resigning without a 
word to hef.» Do esai knew, braneis, I siani times think all 
this almost unnatural («»ea'gy of liers comes partly from 
rdisappoinlment. ’She ina_\' Dne been secretly much more 
'ambitious than ? ever suppis^d. She wmld have made a 
perfect ambassitdres.s. Smnbtimes I think—it may be 
ahisurd— that she ’s trying ti> play the r 61 e this winter 
w+thout—liut no, she wouldn’t do that. .\nd yet, really, 
Ji’e might alnrtjst be in an embassy with all the people who 
o^e and go. But it \ my fault. A woman must do 
•omet^ing.* ^he can’t sit for ever in empty rooms. And if* 
we go out we must return civiktie*. Besides, we’ve taken 
such a apartment. I often wish to heaven we hadn’t.’ 
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He gazed gIo<‘/miIy mto the fire, and for a jiioment there 

was silence, • Then looking up he added : 

I'd rather be here a thousand times.’ 

My dear "'chap, this does ven*' well in(^eed, but jt’s 
hole in comparisO'n with your ^h uii ajs roisms.’ 

‘A hide AleJJ. it’s a h<'iniely hole,’ saffi Sir Tbcodifre, 
witl^-corivietion. 

Ilis-eipar was fnii'^fied, Itoluetantly he moved in his 
chair, putting his hands mu its h atln r arms. 

I suppii'^..- J I'night t" go now and gi\ e Dohjretta a helping 
hand witli the hats, eh ? 

I sup] lose So.’ 

Sir Ties id(ire was about t" g t up \shen'.', new atmosphere 
irn'aded the tint in the \’ia \’euti .Settembre. luauaTi jump¬ 
ing patterhig and toddling stejis were he'aro, ;ri<l small, high 
\'oir-es r.aised in a consa rsation ssi animat' d ,that a mis in- 
burofa'' m'ghf ha\'e been lU'Wed t'S misunme if a ro^v. “Sir 
Theoflore sju-.-mg u{i with’’duitis yoiithfid agility. 

‘Hush, Fnaui'is ! Deii’t, let ’em know ! ‘ hi:‘ whispered. 

And miwiiig lighlly .leross Ihe room h<- gliih-'l, nloiost 
mclodramatie.illy, ln'liind one ef tlw \sindo\v eurt.ains, just 
as there c.irui' a b.attering of litth iPts upon the doiar. 

Denzil, who had snatch' <1 up a book, after a pause replied : 

‘ Cl line in ! ’ 

But there was no immediate entry, Jh'/fsen whisperings, 
apj^.areiitly of a hortids'ry naturi-, toisk'’ihe place fd the 
former jisyous intercourses 'I’o Ihrsi' was j resi ntly added a 
peculiar si.umd us of what Itenzil e.allial ' seraiiblgig ’ —but 
very furtive scrabbling iijiou tie- dohr. Then the handle 
moved slightly. 'I’li'- hoitatory \^'his|l'Tings became more 
sibilant, ami ^Vl■re ri ]ihi d to by luiilibli' lireathiii,gs. The 
handle was motionless; thiai then’ was tnore snr.abbling, 
it mos'ed again, shook, but did imt tnru. During these 
mysterious jiroeesses Deiizil’s if ually stony'.'ace had become 
.strangely e.xpressive, as he sat holding l>i.s book upside do.vn 
and staring towards tlie door. lie was not exactly smiling, 
but a soft hum,unity that was almost like a light illuminated, 
changing his features, and especial’y his prominent almosf 
bull-like forehead. The effect was as if the Koul'erf the father 
woke and set love, as a light may^be set in a window, Vn the 
face of the man. 
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•Suddenly there was a sliding tattoo as df bootcfi feet on 
the door, ?!3ll owed by a bump, and a small cr\’.» 

T)en7A\ RpTai\g up and w-ut p'u<'VAy to opf'U tbe d'/br, 
while Sir Theod^ire stuc^ an anxicais Vicad outf from behind 
tlie uTndrWs'^''uftairi. 

‘ Now filitiji, i'/i, it's all right ! , You 're not a, bit hurt 1 ’ 
exclaimed ^,4i7,il. 

The door was oppu. Sir 'rieo.dore i|ui('klv withdraw, lik(^ 
ii-niwi in a fierce, and a group of tliioi.' stnall elnldl' n was 
revealed; one on its face and almost iiUtlw* attitude of 


swimming,^with a coil\ulsi\s' baek ; tho s'/eond, a hoy in a 
sai^u ^u?t, bent almost douhlc in Ihi- eagiT endiT'i\'our to 
reverse the sewmtfii t ; the third, a girl, lirmlv iilaiitod, with 
a trisy faee^tliat lookml almost stsrn, staring lixi.dly at the 
other two in .'k jifth»ial altit>idi'. 

tShe wante^ to do it hsrs< lf, so I liftsd her. Iris helped, 
exNaime'd tK’ boy, raising a iTllshed face. 

‘*I holpij^b’ rem.'^rkod* the jmflei.d I'hildf as if giving 
confirmati uy evidence. 

‘ jTut sf|iiirnu'd too nnr'ln’ mhled the hoy. 

‘ She dill sijuirm,’ Iris supplied. 

By this time- the unfoitnnat'- one was right sie^e up in 
her fatlier’s arms, re\-ealnig an ex t oii lel sn lal 1 and pis tt\' 
oval face, t\s'i\te(l ♦with distress and outrag 'd inifiort aiiee, 
•and W'd, e'XCepit*for tlw tins' nose, from eslneh, |ie|'li;ips, the 
blo‘^ had heen i^omeiitariK' ilro. ui h\' the mlh xihlis resist- 
riiee to it of th',' Uoor. 'khr-. 111 1 \' nose \\ a^ muiat nra ll\' u lute*. 
The' sighj Tif it roused .dl l)en.'il's tendeiness. lb- did not 
know Viola was his ]fl l. hut maertheless she was. And now 


he ki 1 th e peior nose-as he bore its o\sner to the .arm-ehuir. 

'It's All riulit. Vi^ I>""k ! ^ II-r--’s g\iii^uotus buun 
sittii^g beside rna all this time watehmg the door.’ 

lie lifted the,g*)lle\\og from its angle, and |‘)laeed it in 
the maffTnal awns whndi junTlianKsallv opened te) receiee it. 

He U pleased }'-9u’ve C'oine Lack and nearly opened the 
(ioor yourself.’ 

Viida looko-'d at the g'sllvw<ag. Her small face was still 
working, but alreaelv ^Iw nose was rpsnmmg its natural 


#brnple.xi(aia,» and a eertain inepiirv afipeare.l in her *eycs^ 
,It wjfs obvious that her rrtind was beginning to occupy itsel: 
with the sensations of Augustus. 
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‘ Is he pleased*? ’ sh§ lispyed. 

‘ Of ctjurs^ he is ! ’ said small Theo, who waa planted 00 
th^ hearthrug, his mobile face as eloquently expressive of 
anxiety for hfs little sister’s conchtiiin as if 1» were assisting 
at the crisis of s^jme dangerous illness. * Lo<j4c now he^’s 
‘smiling I ’ * 

IIi« thick dark hair fell over^is forehead %s ffe bent down 
find turped upwards the face of Augustus, which certain^ 
wore a grotesque smile. 

'lie 's ahiTost*Ianghing.’ 

‘ Is he ? ’ murmured \d(ila, hioking si(5eways at hei^rother, 
and then ver\' eariiestlv at her father. 

‘ Yes.’ priinourmed Iris. 

‘ Ye;?. Yi.’ added Den/,il. lirmly. 

The inatftT was settled, and smldenly Vith a gesture and 
Jook of co;ixing abnegatiMU, sm,:h as only a,little child«i 3 
callable oh \ inla hid her face against I.)enzirs‘.shouldei'*as 
if to conceal tlfb naughty ^aet that siie jvas becoming quite 
happy agaui. ^ 

All this .Sir TheiMh.re watchclj from lahind thb curtoin. 
Deiizil had forgotten al>mit him. lie could see that. How 
natural 4hat wasj hew yiur children must teach you to 
forget. When the little Viela hid her face, that was begin¬ 
ning to ,smih.‘, againet In t fat 1 1 ' r, Sir d'heodwre felt a sensy^ition 
of yearning that was lik'e a siirg' iui s knife*’exploring ^joth' 
b(Kly and soul. \\ liy. >liy ('ouid he met ha\'e Uenzil’s jwy ? 
Was he never to possess ,the only gift he really longed- 
for ? ' " 

At this moment, fetr the liret time, he contemplated the 
possibility of being unfaithful to Dulores. 

Conversation ,,f a liighk' animatul kind was now joined 
upon the he.arthrug. The fact, of Augustus’s plea^urediadr,, 
apparently b.-en fully estahlislu^l to the saflslaction of 'Yiola, 
who saw' in that remarkable- SRiib- new nn^Vnings ?111 of a 
nature compliimyitary te) herself. She f^t herself a sourde 
of pleasure, even (d exultant admiration. And forgetting 
with the facility of extreme youth that she hod failed to 
open ^he door, she began to revel, wi*h Augustus, in the fact ' 
Wiat she had nearly succeeded in opening it. * I coiddn’f 
open the door,' was turned in^o, ' I pearly opened the door 
myself!' and all was well. 
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^ But; wjiy are yoi#*sa late home^^brats"? Isn4 it past 
your ttuie fpr tea ? ’ excldmed Denzil at lengtft. 

'' ‘ Marianna allowed us to go home for' a little with BAis 
and A^itschk^kexplained Theo, ‘ They was cfti the Pincio.’ 

‘ Werfe on'tho, Pincio,’ 

^ Wei^ ’-^e*"correctod himj5clf with great earaestness 
‘ Didlyou ha'^e tea with tliem ? ’ 

‘ No, and we are hutigiw' now.' 

"^Pwint toifat,’ said Iris wightilv. 

She paused, seemecHo renect, and adih d Arni^ : 

‘ I want to drink too.’ 

‘•I wahts to dwink ! ' came a little gentle voice from 
Denzil’s waisCtojft. 

‘ Come along 1 I ’ll come and have tea with you.’ 

•Denzil gi>t*up* with Vii4a in his arms, and sflddenly ro 
collected old Theo behind the curtain.' 

Jov^ ’ h e exclaimed, pausing, 

‘ What ’» it ? ’ crk'd little Then.* 

Hy was as sharp a,s a needle. Xisw he cast a quick glance 
round, fofluwing hi'i father’sl-yes. 

‘ There’s a bulge ! I see a bulge ! ’ he cried out. ' It ’3 
Uncle Thoo ! ’ 

He darted at the curtain, and laid hohf of the bulge with 
ardeijt hands. The bulge set up a ])owcrful bass shout. 
Little Theo shrieked, littleVinla shrieked ; even Iris, like a 
jud^, left the Bench and coydeseenjed to a joyous surprised 
ijqueal. 

‘ Corn* out, Unele^Theo ! Cnme out ! ’ veiled little Theo, 
always going for the bulge, whieh. w rithed as if in agony 
undty his^ imperative hands. ' Lnok, Iris, look, Vi, how 
I’m o»6kin’ Uncle Ther*S(piirm ! ’• 

I* DenziT shook tvith la\ight(«r, and Viola opened her mouth, 
and held it wide t>pen, w hilei^her eyes almost fell out of her 
head as they w^tcln-d th'^se truly Olympic games. 

' ’With a roar Sir Theodore burst from behiml the curtain. 
The ohi^ren fled screaming with laughter. He pursued 
them, caught them, held them fast. The music and the hats 
^ the Barberini Palacewere forgotten. A joyous procession 
%arjljed lit strict time down the passage to tea in th# 
numjy with Marianna. 
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CTIAPTER \TII 

Early in the New Year, when the ‘ season ’ a1 Rome %v,as 
about to s-.t in, Dob m s Iti ar^^ a rumour that^iAartled her 
from'the lijts of Princess Mams Hi. 

Dolotrs urul the Princess had till now never been anytlii^ 
more tij each ot^' r than slight acquaintances •not specially 
interested in* each utlier, and met ting, only in the hunting 
field and jin gi iieral soen ty. Ifijt with this Net/ Vei^r had 
come reasriiis \t'hy tin ir relations must clu uige^. N^)W 
to the Princess Dolores offered a problem* tlmt had to be 
studied and disposed of. And tei Di'lore.s the Princess 
ca^.ipeared in an atimfsphere of ja-Tssiem and sorrow, wickell 
^to doubt, and ct'en humiliating but net'erthe+e^arrcstiilg. 

The Prill cess’s c.all to p(^ele ha<l Ijeeri successful, and only 
two persons had \sitriessed siimethiiig fif the bitter truth 
of her na'tufc ; of IcT oiitrag-'d t anity of a fascinatiii^voman, 
her de'Sjiair of a loving woman, her restless and gnaw'ing 
miseiw' of a sensual wijinan. dhese two persons wisre men. 
One was‘Cesare C.qrelli, the other Mont. bruno. To the rest 
of the world the Prim'oss was an enigma. Periplc of course 
made statements, eireulats'd rumours, and bild downright 
lies about her and her feelings. But if di\ i^itr)ry they Nere 
uninformeil, and tle ir ^trenueuks efforts to arrive at tffith 
by rushing along ttn- patiwvay of falsidioori availed them* 
nothing. 1 he I'rineess ^vsls f.ar ti.MS cle\<|f, ijr trio indifferent, 
to dmiy. She went aboiitAes usual, or perhaps c\'eri more than 
she usually did, and rlid not forgi t (>ne rif her m^rnial (occu¬ 
pations. And her piercing (-yes weri^ for ever (sn th^ watch. 
She meant to lin(l < iut for her.^slf whetln^r there* evas *any‘ 
truth in what M<aitebrunri hml^said. She Hud tisld^crsclf 
that it was md true, and when iHic'had e^uie so she had not 
been tiyiiig to throw dust in her own eyes. But a jealous 
woman may deny that a thing is a hundred time* without^ 
censing to watch for it, may say that she believed in another 

womap even to herself without ceasfng secretly to distrust 

her. * ' ' 

The fact that Montebruno kad ^serted that Cesare was 
attracted by Dolores Cannyngc had .made Dolores new to 
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Unntess fUancell^. Hitherto Dolores had be<sn one of the 
cro\v4 of fort'sturi that invaded Rome in the uinter, to i^ike 
it gay and banal, ‘ hke a second-rate ^vaterin^p!ace,’ as the 
Trin^jss *sr>i'u^^iines afnaist bitt'-rlv said to lyr Roman 
imtirnates. Dol ores stond out from the cyowd. And* 

the Prjncev felt im]M Hixl to rlraw ru ariT t'l her. 

One or t\vef ric ut cireumstatiei's liad me le Pri ncesj 
^jt^^cielli uneasy, d'lie hunting si.ason had [iro'.idial a great 
surprise for fvome. It was announiaal in */,a 'J'rilniua that 
Cesare Cai'elli had soKI his hunters and would not be seen in 
the fii'hp *As he always hunt' d both SMth the Toxhounds 
arlfl witli M;yel^^se Ciyati's staghounds, and as hunting 
w'as not<.irj^iAly his jirineipal ph aeuna his frisaids hud some 
reason t's be^a^Jioi^shed. ^ I'ut \s ry spou the u.ause*of h^s 
(defection was rumoured. He h.ad been I’rineess Mancelli’s^ 
‘ Ral,’ an^iiiftce the changi- tlieir rel.ations he djd not c.'jre 
t') tie in her company. Slie xtuel'»t.o her hunting, so he gaye 
up liis. It'wa.s yer"^ simple. 

T* th? rineess’.'j subtle nyn<l it seenii'd ah7iostT:i.)o simple. 
Sh^ knew Ces.ure’s [lasNion f<ir hunting, a passion with two 
strains in it, man’s normal and biutal joy in tl^e chase, 
and a Roman’s ador.alion of his laimpsgna, 'I'here was 
romance in Cesare’^ hunting. Had slie not sliared it once ? 
It wtR in the ii^ld that sIk; had tii’st fallen in hwe with the 
handsome beiy Vidieise fate she had ruthlessly gn-asped \vith 
her experienced [lands. No one in ifome knew, as she knew, 
what th<.' r*'signatiein of this jilea^uie must mean to Cesare. 

Lady farmynge h,*il gi'. efi up hunting .aLo. MonteRruno 
Imd assured tlie I’rincess that Ce...aro li id intended to hunt, 
and had rt.'^eated to her the conyers.ition at tlte Countess 
Boccara’^ dinner^ when*Dolores announccel th.at she would 
•ffot out with t^e hounds That winter. Cesare’s decision, 
he said* must ^ave been py^npted by Lady Cannynge’s. 
Although he had be^-n exfilaming a gambling system to the 
little Boccara it seemed he had missed little*of Cesare’s talk 
vrtth his ijompanion. Princess Mancclli began to wonder 
^whether Lady Cannyn^’ w'as a cleverer woman than she 
Imd suppoy:-^, whether beneath the mask of wistful sindhrity 
was qpneealed an aptitudi^ for subterranean intrigue. 

Although princess MalrceUi w\s nVure brilliant, and far more 
subtle, jthan Cesi^ie, she shared os ' o' -c ■ 
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and even more markedly than he had th(/Italiai* po}(it # 
view. WTien she became interested in Lady Cannyn|e »h« 
beg^i to e.xaqiine, as much as she could, into the state of 
things in the Canrj\'rige m(^nage. Atid she ftry s^n taiew- 
p{ Sir Theodore's perpeTnd visits to the DC-nzila. Qfi 
ihese visits *she put exacth' tlyr same constru^on as did 
Cesare. She wondered verv^ much what Lndy Cannjmge 
ftirnightVjf them, and longed t(S find out. If, as she believe^ 
Ladv Cannvnge Joved hi r husband, she musiP be suffehhng 
kceidy. But possibly the Cannyngo jn^nrige w'as one of 
those cynical unions, cjmrnon enough in certain cirqjes of 
society, in vhich the only rt td link is a i^iutual hypoci^sy 
designed to deceive tlie world. Possibly Uaiy' Cannynge, 
like Sir Tlej )d<.ire, had her ‘ little distrnetisins.’ 

Then tlie Princess's mind wcrfi to Cesare, 'and she wrfs 
^^ailcd by doubts. 

.\bout this time fate pj^it into n^ir possession a meanJ^of 
applying a test to ])o)Mre.s, At the i^^itish Embassy she 
chanced to overhear Francis Dcnzil make this re^narje in 
a low voice to his wih- ; ' I W(jnder if .Mijnich hius a clirrtate 
that is good for young ehildrei\.’ Mrs. Denzil merely looked 
at her hfisband wj^h raist-d eyebrows, and Princess Maneelli 
spoke to Ilerew.ard Arnold ulH>ut hunting. Early the next 
nn.irning she S(.’nt ltol..r('s a note asking hsT to come irt that 
afterniMin to nn et a few pei>ple en And theft she' 

fejrgot to in\ ite the fe w^jiei .jile.t 

The Princess li\*ed in <110 I’alazzo Urh)ino ,on Mont6 
Sa\’e|]o, not far from the ancient Cdietti^ijf Ibsme. ^o reach 
it Dolores had to drivC through a section of the old and 
mysterious part of tlu' city. She had, of course^ yften.done 
this before. 

Nevertheless, on thi.T oee\asi<ti—she did not know w'hy— 
she seemed t<s lie auare I’f oli^ Rome iis shb had never yet 
been aware of it, to be struck Ist’ i^ witli^ sael force, to draw 
the impression it into her verv' soul. 

It was rather late in the day when she left thc^Barberirti 
Palace in an open victoria. .Ml day there had*been sirocco,, 
and it still persisted. The sickly ♦find that blew through 
^he streets load not fallen with the approach* of ev(|ain^. 
The fading away of the light r»a<le the warmth that prevailed 
through the city seem more than e\'er unnatural in thU 
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of#fdnter\ Dolores loved heaT, but this heat repelled, 
almost frightened her. She had known tliis sensation akin 
to feav'more than once on winter days of sirocco. Ak(iost 
imm^iat^ly lifter she tiad started she began to wish that 
i^ead of (in ring in an open carriage she had ^nut herself 
up in the^o^or. But sh»^ had wanted to get some aic^ 
She had imagif^ed it wrndd refresh Ikt. That was a mfstake. 

Uow' lad Home seenud t<:) her just then, mysteriously sadi 
?'eof)le^^’ere billing tlie streets, as thfv abvuvs do tow’ards 
evening. The paveqients ws-rc thioiigcd with pedestrians. 
At ever^' Riornent the horns of motors sminderk By the 
Vi« l^ritone the carriage deseend'sd in to the C<.>rso Umberto 
Primo and fillotveil it for some (hstsnee. Here the crowd 
waa immense, and the lines of <_'arriagLS and motort could 
dhly move oft sIowTiy. Nftw and thon'in some spacious C-4r* 
Dblores c^cVt sight of a fat'i- she kne-w, of gazing eyes^ tt 
sni^rt hat, a bunch of garnalion^ or lilac: beaftity in her 
moving and scenttA room watching to see w'*liether she was 
beirxg w»;rtched. The mr'n on tlie pa\cmeaits jstnVisd and 
ma^e their comments. Tourists juid citizens pusheel their 
way towards the Cuffif Aragno e'vilieh many Italians use 
almost os a club. Young girls ju-oimjiaded wfth their 
mothers, looking modestly down, yet not allogetlier un- 
hapinly conseious*tliat they were being elosely and con¬ 
stantly regardc5 b\' (he many students who passed slow'ly 
bVj^fnd by the oial and the w>uthfuHlaneiirs \s'luj never mi.ss 
iheir evcnyig Co*rso. Bo\'s eried»jia[)ers,*an(l here and tliere 
old scat#d women, ^ith reririkfd and ajialle tie faces, sold 
them. And over and through all tltis crowd, up the narrow 
and famoy.'i street with its tall houses and ancient palaces, 
its brilliantly li/^lited sltops, its rr-staurants and caff6s, the 
iWarrft and unnatural wiiu^ went gustilv, intrusive and 
depressing, Net'er had any ;ianorama of hiinianity, nicoung 
amid lights ancf the sounds ftf trallie, seemed so artilieial to 
Dol ores as did the panorama of the Cora<a that evening. 
But prese.i^tly the carriage turned aside, aiul for a brief space 
•traversed another world, old, dark, my.sterious and sad on 
this windy evening, but*sad with a dignity, a romance^ that 
^fem^ded rlverence rather than pity. Very brief was "thi# 
glimpse of old Rome wdiich Dulores had. It was almost as 
If, in paasing through a room, she glanced at two or thre« 
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wonderful etching. corner of a darlj^palacco towering 
towards the ifky where the night was unfolding her dusky 
garN^ont^ and trailing them over the world ; huge barred 
windows ; an*irninense arch gapingdo show%|^he shaders of 
a court}'arvi, with faint silie>ui'ttes of growing things; a 
^dash of yfdhiw light fnen a pi>rt('r’s Indije felling on a 
spra\"*of water; more luirred windiovs and ^iWcring blocks 
«i i.t(ine^- a church with a .sleeping beggar huddled on its 
deserted sti.'ps ; gaunt h'ius< s (jf pmtr peii|j(le with’flal 
fa^adt'S staini'd \vith innuni'rable sha(les of yelhiw, orange, 
browns, tjreys ; an antii]uit\' shup with dusky draperies 
pinned and naih.'d at the jambs of its duars. scraps ot p<stt^ry 
sliowing strnTige jiallurs, a tirnnze faun dati^ng in senii- 
darkncoss. And tlw warm and gusty wind 'penetrated 
tcverywherei and the dull roll nf tn Hie on une\'t^n pavementj,, 
«.nd the cries of hunianitx', scmnled always. P>v the ligut 
of*a gntti ring <.‘.i ik lie 1). it ai s saw the ki.-eper (if t fie antejujty 
shop bending ahd speaking t<i a woman tvrappesl in a shawl. 
Their coIIoqun' seemed mystei i. lus, alninst terribly, '^'hey 
moved and \'anish( d among <.lhn shajess of furniture s.nd 
hanging antii|Ue lamps. 

The carriage turned into the Via di Monte Sa\’ello out of a 
sort of markot-plai'e, now ( uipts', and suddenly the wheels 
were crunching on gra\el, and the sound of a fountain 
for an instant saluted, then died away fri.irn the ears of 
Dolores. IVcses wen/ a<rouiid her instead* of houses. ^She 
had passed unexpectedly ii,ito one of the staall but aristo¬ 
cratic g.ardeiis of Keine. As the earrii^n- dri-w upounder a 
colonnade she heard tlw eis/aking of a palm in the wind. 
She shivered. .\nd it sei-med to her as if it \i’as th^ sad 
warmth whieli made her •shi'.'er. imagination she still 

saw the antiquary and the w*oman \vraf)|)(‘d in *a shawl 
vanishing among the half-see^ furniture*mid the antique 
hanging lamps, going into dimty. darkness* Woufd they 
ever return, see. the sun? 'I'hey seemed to her Evunbolic 
shapes, horribly expressi\-e, horribly suggestive oLthe fate* 
of the manv who go dowm into blackness. 

Hojv absurd she w'as this evening h The sadness of Romo 
•bsessed her. 

There was no porter, The^ootifiap got down and raiig a 
bell on the left of the entrance, where there was a door 
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stained black. %fter a long pause fie rang a second time. 
Two or tnree mitrutes passed ; then the dc>o/ was slightly 
opened, and the lin’ed, dark face of a ver}’ sad and/'dis- 
tinguisheddookjfig old ^gentleman apj)eared, lit up by the 
ray froro a i^andle. The fodtrnan asked for the Principessa 
Aftincelli. 

‘ She tiv<?S oij the first Ibior,’ said the old gentlemaiT, in a 
hollow voice. ‘This is Prince Urhitio’s apartment.’, 
clased tjic door. It was tlw Piinee hynsrlf. 

As Dolores mounted the broad lliglit of stoia^ steps which 
led to the |irst lloi.>r of the jialace she longed to ^)e amctng 
pe(^ld irr brilliantly lighted rumus, and win n the Maestro di 
Casa showed j^er»hi she listened ex[M etantly for the murmur 
of voices. •Put she heanl no suund as she walked forward 
through drai¥ing-r.^om af^ r draw ing-roorn, till she earnt 
inio a smaller jjoudoir, with a splemiid antipui' blue and gold^ 
ceiling. If^e tea was hml. Ifiit there was no ofie. 

^ic was jurjirisci^ amf wscKfiTisl if she hal'l mistaken the 
day as slje sat d<.wn eii a sofa to wait. 

l^*e ro<fm was skilfully bitikon up, ami vi ry handsomely 
furnished. It was not cosy in tie- Vaighsli sense, but for the 
room of an Italian it was \ <Ty eomfort.ibli', and eren sug¬ 
gested a woman who was fond of luxurv. 'I'he cofiiurs in it 
•were dim and soft,«.l( ep reds and warm red-browns. There 
,was a gTcat deaf of very dark woo(l, that seermsl to hold a 
wonderful bloom W hoary ag^^ 'l'l)e%' were high burrsiu-like 
liTiting-tables, piled with photoigaphs mid books. Heavy 
vases of ^ilcntal china were Idled up on stands shaped like 
columns. The sofas were dei p utid lo\e, with immense 
cushions scattered or'cr them. Some of the ehairs were tall, 
with arms fuade of strap'^'if magnikeeiit old b ather attached 
•to iipj-ights of oak carved wikli the heads of lions. Electric 
feht! Were conorstlrsl in torch-like eontri\'ariC(‘s of finely 
WToughtt but h^ivy ironvoii:. Nearly everything in the 
room was on a ratht^ large scale. There were ceirners, half 
h^den by damask screens, into which people might retire 
and be lostfiri^ warm dimness. 

A door, concealed bj* a red hanging, opened, and» the 
I^incess can*e towards Dolores, holding out her hands in^ 
greetif^^ She had a magniflq^nt, carriage, a magnificent, 
yet quiw simple, way of walking, such as is still characteristic 
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of high-bred Roman ladies, and is inimiUjj^. It i* ft move¬ 
ment which ‘looks almost imperial, not trampling or 
arre^ant. 

^ Ben venula !\she said, with a^delightftiUy varm and 
jjnstudied J^urcliality. 

Then yoTi did expect nTe I I was afraid lor h CQ -ment I 
n.*ui mistaken the day.’ 

Becfwise there is tas yet no one ? 

The Princess s^t down in front of the tea-table. 

‘ Benedetto ! ’ she called. 

The old Maestro di Casa reappeared, and the Princess, 
speaking to him with familiarity, almost as to a Iriend of 
years with whnm no ceremony was necessary'^^rsked him to 
alter the li'ditinc^ of the room. As he went about from one 
'th.ll torch to another,* turning liglhts i‘>ff aiid oiT, he spoke to 
*tt;c Princess in Italian and sic; replied. 

‘ Bone eikd,’ she said at Jast. 

The old man—he looked like an old gentleman—went 
aw'ay throjjgli the vista of eni^)ty drawing-rooms^ •satisfied 
apparently that he wouM not be want*‘d again, and fthe 
Princess poured (.ait tea. 

* \\> fia\ e had ^ad hick to-dav,’ she said. ‘ I only asked 
three or four, and tlay couldn’t come. The beautiful 
Verona-’ 

‘ Oh, how I admire la r ! ’ said Dolores, ^’^o me .she almost 
incarnates Rome.’ 

‘ How' much rnoAe to us*Romans ! She had gpne to Cis- 
terna for tlie night, Maria Carpacci is^ilaying briiipe at the 
Austrian Embiu^sy. B^it one (sr two men will drop in 
pr(.-sently. Moinwliile I cannot be sonyu Wht^i^^do I get a 
little talk with you Y— a rtal talk, I^nean ? ’ 

‘ Very S( ld(.im,’ said Dolores. 

She f(-dt a sudden slight tlirill (jf sofn^thing that vv'Oi 
almost suspicious, and wouderf d nvhet^^cr t'hc Princess hac 
really invited any one to meet her. 

‘ In Rome one seldom gets much beyond acquaintanco- 
ship,’ she added. ‘ Unless one plays bridge,’ 

‘ Why don’t you play ? ’ ^ 

' I can, of course. But I don’t care much aoout It^’ 

‘No? I play a great d^al, 'Bridge has on« suprenw 
merit,' 
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What^ii that^ 

It takes poasesSipn of the mind. While one is playing 
one is absorbed and can think of nothing else.’, ^ 

• IKjlore* looked at th? Princess in silenoe. For a moment 
tiie latter hAd surely been off her guard, and ha^ spok<;n out 
of her‘heart. Perhaps sh* realised this, for she 
rather «juickly»: 

‘ It obliges one to collect the wandering thoughts, £b 
ConJenfrate. • And without concentration we cj^n do nothing 
worth doing, be nothing worth being. Isn't it so ? ’ 

‘I.dare’say it is. Rut I think lots of people are con- 
cefitrated on thii^rs thaj are ver\" absurd.’ 

The Princ^fc smiled, rather cvnieullv. 

‘ Of course tl^ey^rre, pcnir things I Your friepd, the little 
Boccara, for instance, thfiiks only rd her waist. Still, one* 
rryast say,*iiaf she achieves hej cibjcct. She has the srnallgs^ 
WMst in Rome. And what iivre ^'aii any wt^man want ? ’ 

‘ Do yod despise*women ’ 

‘ I ! ’^ut I am a womar^ ! Would vou have*nie despise 
mfself ? ’ ’ 

‘ I think a good many of us- 

Dolores stopped. 

‘ You are quite right, and I agree with vou,’ said the 
Prin fe.ss, laughing. 

Dhlores laugm^l too, but withmit any genuine mirth. 

'T do not apologise,’ shr said. *’ I fe( 1 with you it is 
Tinnecessajy. Let us hope nuif are asf secretly modest in 
regard fi) themselvo# as you and I seem to be.’ 

‘ They are not, believe me.’ 

Sitting,aione with this Renian lady D'jlorcs felt almost 
like a child, and oddly ftiexnericnccd. She was conscious of 
i4>eirf^ in an atmosphere of power. Reneath the apparently 
unoonspious coj^diality of thc»Prineess she diviueil subtlety, 
and something elsf> that sRe surely did not jx>ssess. She 
could not perhaps have said exactly whatr it wavs, but she 
Knew it vias something strong, vital, and not cold. She felt 
both attraefbd by, and repelled by, this woman ; keenly 
^terestedjn her, and y?t unwilling to draw' very' near l!o her, 
lUl |he tim\ that she sat with the Princess Cesare Car^ 
hovered, Uke a shade,* oA the»thfeshold of her mind. She 
disliked thlniking of Cesare while she was with the Princess, 
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As she was not at all prurient-minded sudj^ thought, which 
was a link, distressed her interior purityX Yet she could not 
bani^ it, and she felt as if the Princess must^be aware of it. 

And whilf DmIoi^s was mentally linking the*Princes3''with’ 
€esa^, the J’rineess wws jnentally linking Jiin] with h^f 
\i?itc)r. Could wiiat Moutebrufto had said be true? Now 
tj/at sh(^ was is<.iluted with Lady Cannemgc tlTe Princess felt 
almost sicrnly eamscious of the [aiwer of her own nature. 
This gentle t^sjuTan was eirtainly not wax, * The firmly 
closed lips showed that. Put m ither was she granite. 
And was ffot she, Li'^^etta M aiwi'lli, granite? A’c-t gterhaps 
that very softness might draw a inan^way !*, Slje C(Tuld seemi 
soft, could be passionately tender, yiiTling w the almost 
^<;.speraT:e ahsHiulun grgat natnivs ^rvelnjniruloye. But she 
■jj'iis conscious that she had within tier inueh of the streing 
fil^re of thevuler. The wssmairfaeing her ^vns suH;'.>' Injrn to 
yield, and to b(»cht riehed,^hi‘lter''dt perhaps worshipped by 
strength.- 

As tla.'se*thi)Ughts slijipeil tt¥'"Ugh thf Princeas’s nflind 
she was invaded bv a cri|(bs<nsatiem id impotence. 

If onl]^ she krww whi ther Mnntebruno had got at the 
truth, or a part of the truth ! 

'And we do nut want tliean to be meaVst. The modest 
man is the last man to tiiumjih o\'er a woman .Vnd wedong 
to be triumphed o\'i. r,’ she said. 

' Do you ? 

As the Princi-ss CDriMdered the softness of EKslores, so 
Dol ores considiTisl the sialuetis'o enejsr'? a[)parcnt in her 
hoste'ss. .‘\nd she found it dillie'ult tei imagine the greatest 
failure in life emerging in uithered blackness ffcftn subh a 
soil. 

‘ \\hy not ? ’ aski'd the IVincess. 

‘Somehow I cannot imag'd,le any one, or anything, 
triumphing over you, said Dolores, sleiVly and apparently 
wth great sincerity. 

‘ That is a comiiliment which I appreciate, ‘But is il£ 
always \rise to judge by the physique ? ’ 

^ ‘ But was I doing that ? ’ 

‘ Weren’t you ? ’ 

As she spoke the Princess leaned 'slowly forward on the 
•ofa towards the tea-table. The Maestro di Casa had 
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manlpul^Jt€d thX lights until no sAong ray felf upon his 
mistress, as she w^placed while he wns in th^ room. 

Now, however, roe deliberately entered the circle ol 
radi^ce that yfes produced by a lamp on the fcft of Dolores ; 
moved, perliaps, by an imj)ulse nut free from m<?rbidity. 

‘ I tlunk'you were,’ she a(jdod/ 

Both', these .women were secretly being promptecf by a 
commofi desire, and both were bring krpt back ]^l*om any 
opefi attempt at its gratilhsat i< m by a furtively warning voice. 
Now Dol ores looked at her hostess for a nionK^it in silence ; 
and as sh§ looked, in despite ed herself, she thrjugbt with 
in^cn^ity of that rumoured past which C'esare Carelli had 
shared. 

‘ II avc ? judgetl wrongly then ? ’ she said at lirst. « 

• ‘Why no^?*I*nrn tl*s Banian tyj>e. And that type? 
often looks n^ore conejuering th.an it is. The great days iA 
K*J'ne are Lmg past, you nmd ri nieinher.’ 

‘ And the Ii ison^i/itento ? 

The face of the Princess softened strang<iv. Her eves 

^ ^ V * - 

lost theit piercing epiahted and for a nioinent regarded 
Dolores with almost a melting look. 'I'hi n the sweetness 
died out of them, and shi- .answered ; ^ » 

‘ Do you believe in Ib surnct mn ? I (hai’t krnsw th;it I do. 
But J’m quite srfre that notlnng rises .-igain exactly as it 
fomverly was. ‘And as to the m w loime well ! ’ 

Slw leaned ba^, spns'idiwg mit ker exsjuisite hands in a 
gesture that see*med to wanl I'tf foim^mr smm-thing that 
sought Vi approach^ Aud Dolores had the f's-ling that as 
she withdrew her face at that ni'mient from the circle of 
light. so sli^‘ withdrew her real self, r(‘tiring into the dark¬ 
ness. From out of thi*^d.arkni sseshe said : 

, ‘ We Were talking of hridi^' just now, I was playing last 
night at the Bnitsh Emliass^-, and I le ard a good deal of 
Embassy gossijf.’ 

** Did you ? Anvthing amusing ? ’ 

• The voice of Dolores suddenly sounded almost sharply 
alert, 

‘ It seems young Myks-Anson is desperately in lov% with 
Mrs. Toom's^the American widow beloved of Count BoccariSft^ 
‘ I^oor boy 1 * 

The^alertness was gone from the voice. 
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‘He even,takes the youngest child /it roUef-skating 
while the mamma is at the Excelsior —well, not into 

spacA No It^ilian wouTd do that.’ 

‘ Do you admire,or condemn such 5 proof (^^.affection T 
' Rankly, I don’t admire it at all. I think'It serv'ile ip 
a-ttTary’ 

.4 Lv.’ 


“At twenty-three I Our boys are men long before that 
age.’ 

She said thi.s with a strong decisiveness, as if almost 
defiantly stating a fact th.at cuiinut be controvertcid, bu^ that 
may not be readily aec^pt.^d. 

‘ By the way, I met that good doinesticafc(i^Denzil at the 
Embassy,’ ^he added. ‘ How delightfi|lly^Engfish he is I 
*\^ou don’t mind my saying that ?^‘ 

‘Of course not. \es, Francis Denzil is verV tjglish.’ 

‘ I shoulcl tlynk he rni^it be vecy much liked by ^outh 
Germans.’ 


‘ By SouWi Germans ? ’ 


‘ On account of his directness and simjificity of manneh’ 

I daresay. But I duu t ejuite see what Scaith Germans 
havy to do with tl^^- <iuestinn of Mr. Denzil’s character.’ 


‘ hmean if he goes to Munich.’ 

‘ iVi Munich I Mr. Denzd 1 ’ 

ThVre was a sturlh'd sound in the voice (^‘Dolores. 

‘ Mr. Denzil is g<'ing ft) Muiucdi ? ’ 

Process Manodlf seeinofl to hesitate. She pyt out hef 
haiKu and mo\ ed the china in fr<jnt oi her, lookiifg down. 
Theri she said ;— ‘ 


■ I’m afraid I ’\ e behaved as they say Mr. TEnzih does 
sometimes. I’m afraid F’ve made Si galJ'e.‘ 

Dolores had had time to regain the outward self-coMtroI, 
which she fvlt she had h l^t for a»momcnt, w'as frightened 
by the violent shock of joy wlfielf the unexpected ivords of 
her hostess had' given her. She felt almost as if she had 
just been stabbed by joy, and longed to put ou^ her harW 
to her breast as if to cover a wound. But she'succeeded in, 
bokihg and seeming quite calm, j5erhaps almost exagger- 
Btedly calm, as she said, not without languor ; ‘ ' 

^ ^ But why ? * Riuuoilrs'of this sort are ftTways 

floating about R«»e/ 
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‘ You had heaiN nothing of it ? ’ 

‘ Nothing at aU.Vj don’t think it can be true,’ 

‘ WTiy not ? ’ ^ 

‘IWt ^ere Lt4iink I nTust have heard of jt.’ 

Perhaps it is a diplomatic secret.’ ^ 

Dolorei v^ondcred very mia^'ii fnini whom the Princejs KiTd 
heard it, but she did not choose to ask. 

‘ Is Mr; Denzil to be made' a minister then ? ’ ;ilie sa’ij! 

' Atleastj is ihat the rumour ? 

' I understand so.’. 

The Princess leaned slivhtlv forward. 

•' ‘*I suppose it is nearly^timc, isn't it ? And quite between 
ourselves, I s^ieet your Embassy people wouldn’t be alto¬ 
gether sorry to get ^Ir. Denzil out of Rome.’ 

•‘But why / He ’s verv* elever.’ 

* Oh web ’-•often when t h' , Prini’ess was asked a direct 
qiK^tion the secretivene,s# eharaet-^ristie of tly Homan race 
took possession of lA*r. ‘ There may have lieen littly things 
—I know. Does he ^always get on witli-the other 

diplomats ? I had an idea tliere Jiad been some fuss with 
a certain ambassador.’ 

Dolores, like every one else, had heard of.the Tomtit affair, 

‘ There was,’ she said. 

‘ Well then ? • 

There was a pamse. Then Dolores repeated, 

‘ I ^hink I miisT liave hiand of if. My husband knows 
die Denzils^so well.’ * 

Not by the souneUof her voii'e, but by the turn of her 
phrase, the Princess knew that Dolori s was jealous of the 
DenzUs. , • 

‘ Yes, of course you Are \'<Ty intimate with them,’ she 
^»pli(M, including Dedores wifh a touch of delicate malice. 
‘Still things ofti'n get out in»Rome without any definite 
revelations by tfie ptirsons*most interested. And besides— 
for^ve me 1 I don’t think the English are tipecially clever 
at*keepingdh'?ir secrets.’ 

» She spoke Mghtly, smiling. 

‘ Don’t you ? But we^ire said to be so reserved.’ 

^ So^ou often are, in manner. But it wants more than 
mere manner to keep * secret fs^t.’* 

‘ A fomoui Aci^C5»n once told me he thought ^ Enghsh 
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the subtlest.nation in Europe, the clev^est in diplomacy, 
and the most insincere in public affairj< 

‘ Certainly *700 have generally wlwt you wanted. 
And that is perhsfis the greatest test of ability in lifef* 


get (jnd - to keep,’ niurniurcd Dolores. 

Slw really said tins to liersi^f, and almost unconsciously. 
But itJ;ouehed the Princess on the raw. 

‘ Yotl English know how to keep. Nobody doubts that,’ 
she said. 

She longed to speak fiercely so she*spoke ejuietly, and aa 
she lo<;)ke^l at D'slores she stro\'e deliberatelv to* vgil the fire 
in her eves. .At this moment she hate(i Dolores, because 
Dolc>res had hurt her, and slie haiged to st,xtte,back. But 
J;hougTi he^secn t anger partially submt*rg''-'l b'-T intelligence 
it did not affect her nali\(‘ eaulion. .She \\as inclined now 
t« belier'y ill of her \ isit<ii>; to lielie\'e th.at Jijihsre.s ^was 
perhajts urw clnilli't wlaoe sharj) (daws were gera.^ally 

paddes.l with \e|\'et, but \',ho was ca[Ki.bl(_' of pla_\nng a double 
part, of letth stroking and woiuiding. Ipit she i.iylV uMowed 
herself a light iron)', as she aild< d ; 

' An(| perhaps yoiir .Xiiieriean was right. Perhaps you 
are past masterscand mistresses in that art.’ 

‘ What art ? ’ 


Perhaps you kno^^ how to jotu'r If rnoruj-f far better than 
w'e Latins (,lo, ih spite (iiir apj)ar(nt siippii-ja ss of mind.' 

She rvas going J:o sa\' niiiiss but sles sp.ppi.d. S?ie was 
sitting with la r face tiiriTed tow.ards the’ \'ista£T‘''f drawdng- 
rooriis. and at tlm moment she saw d'faeh itself from the 
farthest glociiii the sliiirt, sipiare-laiilt figure of a man 
walking slowly, almost rueditativelv, towards her. 

‘ Here comes some om; who nraf be ak>]e to tell us, if he 
chexises.’ 


Dol( ires turned Icr head. 

‘ \\ ho V ’ she asknl. 

‘ Pacci,’ sai(r tics Princess. 

Still walking shjwly and meditatively the •quare-bflilt 
figure appr(,iached, and entered the room others the two 
won^en sat, with a tread that sofSnded hea’V'ily even upron 
the thick carpet wfiich covered tl^e whole of thi floor. 0 ^ 

‘ Pacci, huona sera,' sa'id tfhe Priirpess. 

As she.^^id.jt, as she held out her hand to the newcomer. 
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she was thange A. To Dolores she seemed isuddenly to 


become more foreig 
Something that ^ as 
dark :tece. It was 


:linitcly Italian, and gentler. 


aJiiKist like tenderness ap^)earcd ir/ her 
obvious to Dolores tl?at the,man who 


nc^ very'seri^uslv, and almost hea\ il\', bowed oyer theymt- ■ 
stretched'nand, was reganb d ^vitli affection by the Princess.' 


, Giosii^ ■ Paca'i'was a man wdl known in, yet not* reay 
well kno^m by, Rome, lie was a Roman, and not an 
aristcfcrat, yctf he had con<|uered a positioTi in,* the aristo¬ 


cratic world. Such an achievement is r.are in Rome, where 


the mi(^dle-c1a,ss ne\er mixes in soeiet\' with the arfstocratic 
class. Perhaps it, b.sd yeen aeeoniplislnd partly by the 
curious powe iv,f indifferema-. Paeei was indifferent to 
social distinction^. ^rid eed he seare< ly seemed* te* know, 
wlfat they were, lie was efudite .■md li\'ed often in dreams. , 
An^ he did not*mind dreaming in publh', at dinneys, and at 
reee^i(jns. He, _was (|uit(» unwoib'iy. Comph temss often 
has an almost mystt^rious at 1 rael |( m, espeeiaily for the in- 


compU'te. ,The thiaoiiLdim s^ of Paeei's indiffei'enee ana^ 
unwitrldlincss liad eertainh' made an im[iressiou u[)on the 
worldly Rome. And P.ieei coiiibineel tle se rare (jpalities 
^'ith great kindm ss of In art ami go at rouiftnee of spirit. 

.He was probabl}',the most re.ill\’ roinantie person in all 
Rome, •Ijnt not ii^ conm i'tion \m1Ii hmnan lieings. He had 
eT deep and a strot^ passion for lieaiity, but often searei ly 
knew blether he was being talked toTiy a^lovel}' or a plain 
w5man. 

Nature Vas his mi^ress, and all tlie oM and inanimate 
glories and bcantie’S of the world. He jil.inti'd llowers to 
mark blie siii^ eif buried templi s, ami a de ad city im ant 
more to him thai^ an\' \fomaji laid out for liurial, with 
li^itccf candles abo^it her, ami mourners jiraying for the 
jleace of li^-r soul. 

He bowed very Iciw./nlimAt with a simple reverence, over 
the i’rinccss’s hand, till his shcirt, thick, bla*ek beard wws 
prdffeed agaifist his broael chest. Then, lifting himself up, 
h« looked with* his small almost childlike blue-grey eyes at 

Dolores. 

**Sur^y you'know Lady Cannjmgc, Pacci I 
‘ No, only my husband; I thinl*,’ Dolores said, giving him 
her handi 
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He took bowed again, and sat dow^'with t^e air of a 
child well satisfied to find itself at homa<r 

‘ SJiall we f^sk him ? ’ inquired the Princess of Dolores, as 
she handed to P^ieci a plate of l(?ng an(P sticky dainties, 
ma^‘ of pastry and currant jam. 

did not offer him te?u kle never took it. 

‘ I dj^n’t think Sign')r Paeci would give us an answer to 
^uhh aspiestion,’ saiil Doloivs. 

Paeci begiui t*i eat one of the pastry cakes with relish. 

He did ncit hH)k interesterl. Nijr.did he ask what the 
question • was. And his gentle indifference fascinated 
Dolores. 

‘ Let us find out,’ rej<uni-d the Prifica‘’s. Pacci 1— 
Paeci < ’ 

Paeci looked up. 

Kbheiw ! ’ he oliser\'(-d inji munkol \-(:iice, 

‘ N iw, we going ti^tollc hiiejoh.’ 

^ eiw' ’.Viil,' li<- s.aid ealml}', speaki^ig Knghsh with an 
^xtr.aordi(Kiry .aeci-iit which uis s\'stem of spelling ^Cf)uld 
convev to the mind. 

‘ W e wish you to tell us whether y ai consider the Anglo- 
Saxon ^r the Lal^n race the most sutttle.’ 

Paeci h'M_>ked .at tie; rinini, te>t at his e<empanions. He had 
finish(‘d the [).astrv. 

‘ Subtle,’ he said ; ‘ and by that—you r’llean ? ’ 

He paused. 

‘ ^^ell, we wert'^ speaking of being subtle in the sense of 
being able t<i deeeiv<- otle rs, to jatu r l<iyU}ottJ-e.’ 

Paeci looked thoiiglftful and ,gra\'e. 

‘ Those \vho decena' easily in small things are usually 
shallo\\-brained, he said, hi,'' th< I'uristus and the gossips. 
You remember Nietzsche’s Far big as *a man—in Zarq- 
i-husira, peTched on a sh nd'j' stalk, its h'tiiiunculus, with a 
small envious countenance. ?\nfj agiyinst the stalk dangled 

a bloated soulh t—shallow-brained I Shallow-brained 1 And 
shallow'-souJcd ! ’ 

His curiously muffled voice, which sometimes sounde^ 
j^kc^the \ oice of a child, scented to stray among the words 
vaguely. It was wandering almost as the voice’of a stream 
and at momenta was so \fith^lrawh that it nearly disapj^ared! 

‘ Arabs Ipve to .trick those about t^em in trifling matterii 
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but very^ldomMo they briug any ^reat matter to a satis¬ 
factory conclusiorixThe Chinese—as we know^ from 11 Too 
di Lacisen, or iy:)ad V virtue, written by the piiilosopher 
Laoty some five hundrfd years Irefore Christ^-’ 

Do] lores bewail to smile. 

Nevet mind Chinese philosophers, caro Pacci,*intemjJ^t‘^d 
the Princess atjihis point. ‘Leave tle ni to their bird s-ne$t 
soup. Vou are with women, trv' to remember. Considci’ 
us among thg number of the sliallow-bntyied, if you like, 
but tell us whether the English or the Italian fs the subtler 
nation.' r. 

‘^Itfcehiavelli,’ murmured Ihu ei, ' fourteen sixty-nine— 
fiftceh tweritv^erLii—Voltaire —sixteen niiv tv-four--seven¬ 
teen sev'entr'-'‘i^t-’ 

Pacci, you 3re*vngiie3 than ever tr>-dav, I am sure 
Vi^taire was r^^n'er an Englishinan at any time in his varied 
anf^iKimultuous career.’ 

lor the fifst tinie,Paeci look'd steadily at tier. 

‘ I was going to England, Prineipissa.’ 

‘ ify wfty of Frftnee ! 'JTien I la g your pardon. But 
never mind histoneal persiinagoa. B<' modern, Pacci, for 
once, and loeik at the n.ations as they aro to-dav.’ 

Pacci held out his hand feir another ed the stiekv cakes 
V'hich^he specially ^n cd. 

‘ And the sexi^, Prineipessa ? ’ he saiel, still in his cxtra- 
ordinwy English ^hich isas^ as a new language iiu entcd 
Uy himself. ‘ TIki sexes ? 

‘ We kjaoV about ^hem. CVonien are much more subtle 
than men.’ 

Pacci slowly shook his le ad. 

‘ You thmk not ? ’ askid DohTes. 

-^AIL this time‘she had breii listening intently. The 
entrance of this «iftisual man Ijad brought to her a strange 
feeling oT calm, "As if ^she lamame conscious of the profound 
repose of inanimate thin^ in the immense spaces of the 
world. 

‘ Men —merk are the deceivers. I am not taking it from 
Weininger — a genius with germs of madness. Look into 
history-* , 

‘ We shall do nothing pf the k^pd,’ my dear Pacci,’ said the 

Frioora# with ycivrty firmness. ‘ Nothing ol Uie land,' 
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She tufned towards Dolores. 

‘ Pacci is •always like this,’ she said^talking about her 
guest os if he were not there. ‘ You for an ojiinion and 
he tiHes to gif'e y<'U a history of nnsuikind.Vj \Vc liad better 
give it up.* Youbiust have vuur cun of milk. Pace).’ 

pouixd s(ime milk into a tea-eup, put in dhree luniks 
of sii^.'ir, and handed it t'S him. 

d’h's‘^ne-ntal atnii' pie I'e- in the room was completely 
changi'd since Paeei’s entrance. Subtle', without fjoing 
anything, ht- ha<l for the moiiKUit unitei.1 the tesss women 
who hael been, eslio evould l>e again, ta ry far apart. They 
were msw ftabiig alike. 'J'ln y wi re feeling maternal.’ Pacci 
sipj'ied his milk, svith almost as•inuclmr'li^h as a b'aby 
displays when the tube of its. bottle is int^duccd into its 
O C'f a moiTth. 'bheu, si tting do^vn thi'^vup, he remarked,; 

‘ I have bei'ii all dav m the ('amoagna.’ 

\\nat<i,if-e _\OU i.ierai doing there ! 

' Walking jflone—witlfsiroeco !* 

Ills C\cs became full of ree'criia As slie regarded him the 
Pi •inecss had again the soft htok in th« eyes which trans¬ 
formed her usually ratlc'V imperious, though often sealui'tive 
face. Th IS look sini[thhed her ajipearance wonderfully. 

Lo so—lo so !*' she said. 

For a moment there was a silence. In it Dolores though’t 
of Cesarc Caielli, and of his uhinest \ ioFiit hss'e for the 
strange and exipiisite^ country in the j».idst of wh^’h lies 
Koine; Koine with its jiistoiy of glory, and crime, apd 
decadence and ruin: Kome with its secrets, its Jvisses, its 
knife thrusts, ami il^ b : Rome wiTli its new aspirations, 
its lures for the gold-bug and the women who seattcT, its 
charms and its banalitius of a seeisud-rate wifttring-place : 
Rome with its pedace \\ lure Jn'.i 11s, so millions beliec'c, thg 
Holy Spirit of (hod : Kome with its jick,*? [ittle Dislores, a3tl 
her trouble of a woman, whTtJi ’^eeined tother sonietimes as 
great as the wt^rld. 

In that nmment of silence Dolores, through the siDnt 
woman and man she was with, began for, th'6 first time 
faintly to realise the wonder the Campagna, whosfe 
ycliepherds decreed Rome, to think of it almost^ as one thinka 
of a great personality. * 

‘Tieniti puro nella quiAe Non lasciarti turbare dall a 
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tempwta. • Piu cl'e tu sentirai di esscre uomojjiu ti asso- 
miglierai agli Dei.’ 

It wai the voi^ ofwacci, speaking to him,S(ilf, as he^had 
spoken to himsoif throu the king day ip the grey Cam- 
pa^pia, ■y^'here* towards sunset the isnlated pine-trecf\had 
floated like rtiystcriuus vcssel% fi‘)r*a niomi'nt on* the bjeast 
of a golden sea. • 

‘ Tieniti puro nella qui< te—nella qiiii te.’ 

As Dolores -^’ent away, and was lest in thci vista of faintb 
lit rooms, the Princess.said to her eenipaniMU : 

‘ Pacci.^I ^i'ant you t.. t. II me. Wliat do y,,u thinJe of that 
Iad},% or L*adv Carinvnge ? ’ 

Pacci looketi rather tAstressed. klvidentlv he did not 
think almosf an^hin^', citlier g. md ,,r bad. 

'*She is not—B believe—afhsturbing in'llueiK/e,’ he dreipped 
out* at length* ‘At least—not to-day. Yesterday—ti\- 
monV ^—chi lo sa ? ’ 

‘ A^es, but (didn’t yiwi g' t any imf)ressi(sn as to Iier nature ? 

It r^’as seldtam that ^v]th her sjroilt Pacoi the PrHicess was 
so poKsisterit. 

‘ Nero undouldedly had .a dual nature. Once when I w'as 
at Sublaqueum with Antie< Hi-’ 

The Princess lay back on her sofa and closed her eyes. 


CHAPTER IX’ 

As Dolores slowly descended the staircase of the Palazzo 
l^tibin® she was stilt, so it seemitl to her, nlmeist mvsteriously 
aware of Paeci. ■Iflte personality' of tliis short and bearded 
man, who loved sfiekyicakea aiM sugared milk, had enfc.dded 
the ‘teuspicions, the miseries, the sc'cret hostility and the 
,rai9«nderstajiding of the Princess Mancelli and herself with 
i^^ peculiar and beautiful calm and sirnplicitv, almost as 
the Campagna enfolds thc*crie6, the crimes, and the sorrtsws 
of iRor^ witl* its strange and romantic tranquillity. But* 
when me emerged from, the pr^lacY, and saw the misty 
darkne^ of the starless sky above her, she forgot Giosud 
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Pacci. As^ she drove back through Rome she was 
conscious that she was a different w^nan from the Dolores 
wh(^ had so Kudly, so almost fcarfi^ll^regarded the mysteri¬ 
ous city l^ut a little while before. She knew it when she agairt 
pa-syed thu aiitifjuan's sluip. By the faint of an^old 
lann) she saw the owner se!jt*<l, leaning forward, in a large 
chair, surremneh-d Ity shapes and silh'SueHes of mysteries, 
ilut s]T<’ thought of him leiw as a conifortuble citizen, resting 
afti.r the gjee(»s\fnl laliours of the duv. 'Sie wami w'ind 
still blew gustily through tlw narrow and tortuous streets, 
but it \^as ms long .t unnatural and siekh' ; it» was just the 
sirocco that soim limes c.mvs t.. jtnly, and that *soon ^,ves 
place' to till' t.'iiie and blithe d’raimag^.^ii,' 

Pefliaps tlm D.ri/ils u,,,,. t.^ hajve Rome! Only 


gras t ied ut 

' ' I.. I am 


now stie' kn.'W h.iee 

f iiucii MU' liau in; .. _ __ 

j ^ . .. . ...... -- ^.. . .‘jui'stion it fluring the Jrive 

lome. i5ntwill n sh.- *'anie' inte» th.'ii' aiiartnient, ar^ saw' 

her-'' 111 
A. liu^baiiel n adi 

uncertaiiTiv within 


;'hiU(‘h s hf had be. n’suffering. She 
\e'. .iihl* m >t 

<> 

I iiiultT a .sliai h'd T leetrie light, she felt 
ler, ami l^iiew she jnust lay,it to*rest if 


possit)!'.'. 

' lleiw Lite you are, 1). >1. .rett.'i, ! 

.Sir *1:110011 oreJanl d<i\vn hi^ b.mk on his knee and pulle^ 
d beard I mee. An. .tlu r 


his iioint. 


table besid. 
volume up. 

‘ Gogol ! ' sh 


him. 


D. 

said. 


. .ri's wont 


•o. ik lay open on a smiill 
to him 


and tftok the 
Anfl you arc reading iiTin the 


original ! 

' Trying t.i with the transl.ition at kand.’ 

' You mu^t ha\'e g.*t on s|.h ndidly.' 

‘ On.' has a lot of tinm Imr.'. Rut where I»ai'e vow been, 
and whv do you l<...k s... animatefl 

He ga/md up at her, ana his eyes^were bright Vith*a 
genuine curi.'sit y. 

' I don't know wlmn I 've S(?cn }f»u look full of life,” 
he added, alnfost witli suspicion. 

A faint embaiTassnient clouded the face of Dolores, 

She turned away and sat down. * 

’ve only been having tea with Princess Jilancelli. 

Sir Theodore looked rather surprised, and* not aHogether 
pleasantly surprised. 

A ‘ A tea-party, I suppose ? ’ 
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‘No.' 

‘ I dicjn’t kiio’vt tluv^rincess and you were so friendly.’ 

‘ Frieodly ! S^e as^c^ me and 1 thought* I \voul(j| go. 
She h&d invited some people, 1 la lie\’e, • But i^one ^ame 
except, at tlp*cnd, Commendatory J^kieei.’ 

‘ Pacdj I The historian 1 ’ 

Sir Tl^eodore’? keen face softened. 

‘ He’g a good little fellow. Could yMii get anything out 
of him ?f’ 


Not Very much—that is in words. But- 

She Jicjititted. She Iiardly ean d to sa\' t'S ;ui_\’*one how 
strcfl'ig and peculjar lui^l boon Baeei’s inlliKiiee in the 
Princess's dfa\*'.^|g-roi‘uii. 

' 1 know. ljis»sil(i*ice is p< r\asi\a' ainj moans \i<-ry flinch.’ 
\You know him, Theo, if >ii't you ? ' 


.yes,’ 


‘ 1 ^. 


V to bring him hero.W 


Another fion for to 


sa loll. 


Tli*re w^is a toueh of sli;dit,sareaMn in bis visioi:^ Dolores 
fainfly reddoned. Creild not I'h. m <■ that it ^^as for him 
she was trwdng to make thoir homo int> r< -.1 mg. attractive ? 
jCould he no>t see that all slu' was (bang vas bring (Tone for 
him ? A sort (.>f despair sei/oil In r at fbe blindness nf men. 
But slfl' shorL it yff as sbe tboiight of tbe nous i.if that day. 

‘ Is he a lion ? ’ 

‘ Of ?<aurse.’ ^ 

‘ Well, I ivas thinking of liiin (*nly as an uinisnal man.’ 
‘ He is, very unusifld. Ho's a small man, lint In- makes 
small things seem notliing-, bv bis interier groatnoss.’ 

‘ Yes.’ 

‘ You felt that t ’ 

■i'fShe was rather i^artlod by his < inpbasis, by the way he 
Tnoyed, ieaning ^towards hor^*and she f</lt immediately 
inclined to shrink baci? inti.lreservo. 

‘ I was taking it from you, Theo. I scarcely know Signor 
Pacci. Bufr I think I should like to.’ 

Very'' well, iDoloretta. I will try to get liim bore.’ 

Thank you.’ 

Ai^ how ^6is the Princess ? ’ 

Very pleaaaht.', 

Sh$ is pf the.-^ojeat Roman breed at l^eajrt, I believe,’ 
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said Sir Th^)odore, rather thoughtfuUvi a w^an to be 
trifled with.’ 

Ifyhe was'thinking about the IJfrficess’^ connection with 
Careui he^did not say so. 

‘ 0h, by, tfie way,’ said^ Deilores, as if suddefllv reniember- 
ing ^'imetliing. ‘ Tlie Prince'?^ surp)riscd me e'ery much by 
one thing slie told me. I don’t think it can be true ’ 

' ‘ What was it ? ’ 

‘ It wiis id'oirt the D'Tizils.’ 

‘ The Deiizils ! ’ said Sir Theodore.' 

With A quick movement he lifted the book frbm Ids knees 
and laid it on the table licside him, 

‘ W'hat about the Denzils ? ’ la- adiled. 

Tfie PuiKs ss said she had Iward tlH‘t priqqcis w'on’t stay 
here mueh longer, that he is j.fobably going to Munic};t‘’as 
Biinister.^ Do y .u think there can be afiything in,,oit ? 
Surel\ \\t‘ ny_ist hu\e l*_’ard of it. But jierhaps yoii’^have 
heard gf it V ’ ‘ 

‘ FrancK —going to Munich; ’ said Tiieodore. ‘ Al«,urd I 
What \m11 thev sav n< xt Y ’ ' 

’ You mean that you know it isn’t true ? ’ 

‘ Of course It i«n’t true. I’ve never heard a word of it ’ 

Put-’ 

My dear 1 )ol<u’rtta, ask yourself, does^iny one irf Rome 
know Francis as I do ? ’ 

His deep Voice soilnded aTmost angry. She loffked at 
him, anil it seemed to h*^’ that sic saw resentment shining 
in his eyes, 

‘ Can you conceive Francis b lling sich a thing to Princess 
Mancelli before hr- told d to me ? ’ he continised. ‘^Lct US 
be reasonabli/, caa n in Jtouie.’ 

‘But, Thco—I inaer said- 

‘ No, no 1 But you evidently thought i\ possiblp.’ 

Scarcely ever before had itolifres lizard him speak to her 
with such alm’ist sharj> irritation. 

‘ Of course if it had really been settled Fmneis wolild 
have told you before any one. He always ‘puts you ftrsfc, 
ftnd'he is such a loyal friend,’ she^said. 

Sir Theodore made no answer. He pulled‘s at hispbeafd, 
^d stared before him for ^ monifeirt, Then he got up from' 
his chair. 
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' VVe "Te* dining home to-night,’ he said* ‘ Do you 
mind sa^nng hal^asCi^ight instead of eight for dinner ? ’ 
‘Of course no^ 

‘ Did 'the Princess say how she hud heard this absurd 
niftiour t* ’ 

‘ No.’,' 

‘ Did |he appear to believe it ? ’ 

‘ I ^hiiik she did.’ 

Sir Tfieoelore uttered .a half-nnilllrd exelnmatiiin of con- 
temptuou-S impatienee'and went mit of tlw riHim. 

Doli.^ea knew very wi.H whi/re Iw \\as g'ling. He was 
going to the flat ii>tlie \*a Venti .S< tt- inbre to lind out the 
truth—andJor lik-r. f<jr her, as \m II as for himself. 

ghe rang th* bfi ll find jiyt off dinner* till half-])ast eight. 
Th*n she went^to her Viedrooni, took off lea hat and veil, 
an(E<^'r jacket, and roturued to tin- drawing-rooin, to wai\ 
for Theo’s rid:.urn. jshe Took ii[) tlie voliinio»(,f Gog'il he 
had been studying, and sat (biwn where he had been itittine. 
■She ^^It highly nerwiiis and ^'e-tless, Imf, si,,, f, ,reed herself 
to sit still. Opposite to her Vas the Lenbaeli |)oi trait of the 
old man with the heavily \eiiird face and the pi«reingly 
intelligent eyes. To-night thos..- eves seriiwd to lie full of a 
[fialicious scrutiny as jluv regard'd her. Th<- original of 
^he pi5rtrait wuik long sinee dead, and Dolores knew it. 
Nevert^t'less she fe’-^ as if his,^aeute n^nd, soniewhiTe, must 
know all that w;ks passing through Iwis* this ewning, all 
of agitatiiyn,•desire, opposition, and fear. 

llow she wished, prayed, that wjiat Pnnee.ss Mancclli 
had said about Denzil b< ing renio\a;d to Munieh might lie 
true! * x4nc? j^et sornetlmyg NvitliinJer fought against tliat 
■\}'ish, strove to pjcvcnt that {irayer. For she loved Then 
^■nd hated to see Jiim suffer, even though his suffering was 
necessary* if she jr-ere to be r^Ticved of iier l.iiirdem And 
whai a heaey, almost crushing burden it had been ! Then 
she^was selfish, she forgot to pity Theo, and again she praved 
that the Defizi^ might go away, soon, \a?ry soon. 

It was just striking eij^ht o’clock when ,Sir Theodori^ re¬ 
entered the ri^m. Dolores cast a swift glance at his fac? 
and kr|fw. ^ 

‘ Have you bten. out, Theo ? *It ’s nearly time to dress.* 
Eidht o’clock; ‘ 
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He looked mechanically towards th^lock. Us delic-ate 
chime died away. 

‘ "les, I ha\’e been out.’ 

hJ camt' up to‘the hearth. She thought he looked almost 
defiant, and his voice wtt*; unusually hard as he continue : 

‘ I^ve been to the flat tn ask Francis whether there was 
«Ky tfvith in that report about Munich. tdna w'as away 
at Frascati for the night with her mother.’ 

There waS a d' liberate carelessness in his way of speaking. 

‘ Was Francis in ? ’ 

‘ Yes.’* 


‘ And is there any truth in the report V ’ 

‘ Itgirvrns tic re is.’ 

There wlis a pause. Tlcu D'^leri-s .^t.id v 

‘ How vrn," odd i.'f Fraiii is n.it to lot you know.’ 

‘ Old Pranei^' can keep a thing dark even h'oin his liquid.’ 

He st'^jd fixjking straight befoVe hiip at thg frieze of the 
datie'.rg lx)ys. Tln n. turning. In- .^aid : 

' Priiicnss Maticiili ga\e yois ici hint ^it all as do hd^v she 
knew about this -this j’rojr, ! 

’ No«i-' at all. She said sh'' had beiui playing bridge at 
the British Knilvissv.' 


'She certainly I’airt has'- heard of g. there. Idie reason 
I a.sk IS that Francis ,s(‘eiiii il- in fai't hu- \s'as —verV much 
surprised and disgiiste^l at t Iw J.hing havj/ig got out. ^mbody 
knew it, excejit, i.<f course, ihlna, accsjrding to him.’ 

Nobi )d\' ! 

‘Except two or tjiree in the iiifier circle who would 
never driaini of talking. Not tliat tlw matti-r ’s of particular 
importance. But Francis didn’t ^vi^h aiiythiiTg*said*tiir the 
affair was settled.' 


' And isn’t it setthsl ? ’ 


.\gHin he glanced at her Tihueest with si*spicion.'- But she 
managed to Uok rpiitc iinconcernedr, controlling her ^eyes 
though she had perhaps not controller! her voice. 

‘ I tliink Francis will go to Munich.’ 

he sprake gloom overspreae^ his face. For a momefit 
he had been thinking of his wife, observing-her, perhaps 
wondering about her. *Now he was concentrated rjfn him¬ 
self. 

' They wiu pa ft awftt ip« to Jttom*.’ Dolors BaW. 
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VVhy'sfciV saia aftifthing so weak, so banal, impotent, 
she didjnot kno^« V'^hout any volition of hers it seemed 
as if th^ words fefl out o^her rnoutli preposterously, 

‘ I mJ^’t know about Rome, They will^De a tt^ribl4 loss 
tolls.’ \ 

There^ were liyes now in his dark forehead, above \Thich 
the thick:, silvered hair la}' straiyhtly, almost in slabs^** 

‘ Fiyu^is is my oldest friend. I can drop jn on him when 
LUke, talk to Tiini ns I can talk t(a no man,’ , 

‘ I know. Franeis is sueh a (Mod felhov.’ 

Ther? was real sympathy in le r \aiiee now. Never had 
she Teecn secrcytlv •jeahaif nf Denzil. T.att lw iiuh ed, she 
had seen in-hiiii'^i human barricade ayMinst a threaUning 
;laijger, Agair#and .fyam, ^'dien she had been attacked by 
the*cruel weapons <d jeali>usy, the tlnaiylit of Deii/.il had 
lx?erf»^ a shiehl which she had la id la fure Ict, afid rvhicfi 
had defendecLlier. yow CMiild she^>e yenuineTy jealous of 
Edna Denzil when Den/.il was always there to be ydofed by 
his w^e arAl to be h>ved and’reepeeP'd by his friend ? If 
Denzil w'erc not there I D^bues had surnefinies imagined 
a great change — Diaizil removed. And tlien her mind had 
almddered. Emerging from tlm spi'H of tliat imagination 
she had felt almost ae if she lo\ ed Den/il simply bciaause he 
fisted,* and couhkmake her feel b}- hie mere existence the 
absurdity of her jeal'^isv. 

‘ If he goes Rome rvill seem ve^}’ diffcR iit to me,’ said 
Sir Theodiyc,* with a sort of deep almost morose melancholy 
that Dolores had rieea-r la.-fore soen in kim. 

‘ I know, I know. Rut, The<i, rememlier that it is only 

quit^ lately fo\i have liad franeis near yisu. For years- 

My dear DoloreW:a ! I had nfv work then. Do remember 
t^^t ! And beside*,*! hadn't fonimd the habit of dropping 
in perpetirtdly on^man^is. .Ihrfiaps you don’t realise how 
arucb habit—especially haj:i{)y habit—means .to a man of 
ny §ge. I don’t know how I shall get on in Rome without 
tVancis.’ * , 

'Francis ! Francis ! Francis 1 Why did he not say 4he 
ruth ? Why ^d he not say Francis, Edna, the children 'T 
[hat what he meant.. Jlhat wa« why he showed such 
mutual jealous^ bumeR at the heart ot 
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blighted by the words, more by the maRiher of her husband ; 
and yet her fooling of misen,', of iyipotnnce, and of tacit 
rejection wjvs ci implicated by a JCnsationi of genuine and 
almost rrfaternal pity for the sorrow of the man she loved. 
She longed to put lier arm round her hiisbanci's neck, to kiss 
him,'" to say, ‘ I know I I kiioov I lint I’m here. Can’t I 
imakeCup { Lot me tr\’, and oh, 'i’iieo, lot me—let me 
succeed 1 ’ How usolrss that wnuld be. Her epiick im- 
aginatioin iiad visualised tlu' situatieai, and had seen her 
hu.stiano] gently—idi yes, h(:‘ wculd do it geiitlv—take her 
arm from his laoek with a ji.atieut air ; tho' jintien*" air of the 
superior hteiiig whose eiinijilex feelings ase b-ang coanpietely 
misiiuderstood liy tho' being who is infernwr 

‘What did We e<:aiie t'l S(.tt|e in IVoair.' for? ’ continued 
Sir Tlieodo're, ‘if not tei be ovilhin reaeh of Francis, and 
lii-dna ? 

‘ PoTiple itre always 1^. ing eiiangeoi fd^auit in, diplomacy.’ 

W'lfh all her will l)oh • res strove to sjw ak naturally, quietly, 
impers' mallv. 

‘ Of Cours's Anil I Vsm only wish this advancement for 
FramAs. I do wish it. Hut the ehanees were that he would 
remain rm here very rnueh longer. He is ver\" happy in 
Rome. He’s still young, d’iii.re was,plenty of time. And 
Edna likes being near to her mother, sw'io is jiernlanently 
settled, remember, at,FraseaU. Still, ^ course, alljl'rancis's 
friends ought to*wish tjjat Iw may get this step. Munich, 
too ! ’ 

Dolores knew that Jie was brooding^'at this moment on the 
abrupt ending of his own diplomatic career. He put both 
his hands on the stone. if the higli niantelpicheg takfng’'hold 
of the Ci'lnnins. His elmi ik'ojipial a litbha For an imstapt 
he Icioked aliriost old. 

‘ Wdiat a siiiish brute I <amj ’ he e.xeiaimed,- lifting his 
head and lettjng go of the stone. 

For a moment Dolores was tricked into believing th^t he 
was going to say something tender, unselfiijh Vo her, some¬ 
thing that would show a consciousness on his part of hfer 
bitter pain of the w'oman—left out. But he added, ‘ I ought 
to rejoice in this prospect for ^rancis, and simp^' can’t. 
My own loss dominates nfe. Well 1 ’ 

With a gestute which seemed to indicate orofound sell- 
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contempt, ^ut which had absolutely no referencosto his wife, 
which might, inched, have been made by a man entirely 
alone, h^ abruptly wen^iit of the room, 

* Doloris clenched her thin hands, pi-' ssed^er lip^ togRher 
and, aftjhr a, hioment of stillness, during which she was 
mentally staring at herself in* her life, as one might «tare 
through' a windeiw at a woman abaiiduned beginn^ig h** 
starve^in an unfurnished reiom, she went away to dress for 
thedfhner with I'heo. 

H ow plainly, how biiitallv almost, Theo was Ijiginning to 
show h<jr lys feelings. Fonni rly eithe r b'- had felt iliffe-mntly, 
or h^bad been far >iiore njicont, far movr ('areful. IV-rhaps 
since that oxitlTiu^t over Nero Iw bad las n eonseirius of a 
sense of releasij .It was true that the. sihuiee had closed 
again, that Theo had never ri stated the truth ed their 
mar?i^ life. Ifut had he not bttai more i.pi-nlv iudifferenf 
in action ? '\yas lie mst bft'oining gitnhialh' eai*less, almost 
cruel in his behaviour? Was rmt his j)ir|»ctual iutereourse 
with trfie D«nzils blunting liis Mutive deheacy ? 

At this moment the pride of llulufrs was up iii arms, and 
she began almost to hate Ivina Uenzil. 

‘ My own loss dominates me ! ' 

■She had pitied Th^ay she had felt tender over him. But 
now shft kirew a sensation very strange to her, of hardness. 
;?lie had met hard w-unen in heu life aryl had always secretly 
shrunk from them., ±hey had seemed t'l luj" unsexed beings. 
Now she began to understand them, fl’liey were women who 
had suffered. They hSd the right to b^' hard, bitterly merci¬ 
less. In Marchcsa Vereisti’s drawiiig-riM im the attentive eyes 
of wonftn ht,c^ detected a dcvelojimrut in Dolores of which 
she herself was only conscious a.t this moment. And almost 
ir»fne(Eately she ji^'oik'd from that consciousness. The 
^s5ftness within hiis loved itself^did not want to be hurt by 
change. She clung to^he new knowledge that the Denzils 
were going away from Rome. Once they were gone Theew 
Vould be released from what was becoming a thraldom, ancli 
she would be refeased from on obsession of jeirlousy that n\ust 
otherwise ruin her life. 

But woulft soon be weU, The Qenzils were going away 
froin Kpme. Resolutely' sEe hiyggcd that thought* She 
dated ati,thftt fnoiUi^t to relv on life. 
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Sir Theodore made no further allusion to the Ltenzils and 
Munich that evening. At dinner h^ cai^fuLly and kindly 
mr^e ’ conY ersation to Dolores. <■ - 

Tiev had conie to that, to the ‘ making ’ of conversation. 

She felt as if she sawdhe first stones of a'wall, veiy low 
as ytjt, but solid, between them. 

^ But the Dcn/.ils were g'ljng away, and then all would be 
as it had been. Th.at eenddien of things was imperfect. 
For there v^rs tne terrible gHji in their married life caused by 
ehildl essness. But ni>w, Ideking Ijnek, it sce-med to Dolores 
a.s if she and The<.i had been wonderfully hap{)y in the days 
before they eanie te live in loane.i 

Once the Denzils were g. me they weiildg’-mew' that happi¬ 
ness. Fi>r shr' hoo'd The.i, and she be'iev 'd> indeed she hdt 
sure, that he still li_i\s (l her ; leit us he had once loe'cd her, 
kr eagi.T h' ipe, in a glerinuS i xpeetat i'ui, but neverthelnss as 
he lo\-ed m > otlmr wi uiia.i. 

And that was true, d<-spite the traitoreus thought wdiich 
had e<mie jute hi^ niiiul at twilight, when he saw tin. little 
Viola nestle her f.iw; ih;d '.^as beginning to smile against her 
father'd sh'tiilih.r. 


CHAPTIdt X 

Three weeks lattw a tall, clean-shaven, middle-aged man, 
with a rul^ie'iiiid. hait ruthev sa<l face, ainl sn«*v'-whiae hair, 
w’as eipeiiing a letter received b}' that ,mi:>rning s post at 
his Sulitarv breakfast-table in a house jii Cavendish Square?, 
I/ondon. The hdter was 'rLmi Lady 80,^111 ide.'i, and the 
middle-aged man was her isrotlicr-m-law, Doctor Mervyui 
Ides, one of Ihe best-known throat specialists in England, 
In years gone by, befe>re lie had devoted himself exclusively 
to the treatment of the throat, Doctor Ides had been -a 
.general practitioner among the 'English colony in Rome, 
and, like most people,^ had succumbed to the spells of the 
city of fountains. Perhapg he wbuld never have followed hU 
real bent, and established hlmseR in gloomy London, per- 
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haps he 'wuld have been kept for ever by the fascination of 
It^y, and bi^ contented in 'inparative obscurity, if 
it had not been for a'\^at soncw which overtook him in 
Rome? He fell det ply in love with one tif his ^atie'^ts, a 
young gi^l belonging to a gn.-at Itnlinn family, and she fell^ 
in love \Tith him. Hit ]i:ive(»ts w*>uld imt consent t<;^ their 
marriage; forba^ie Doctor Id' S to cmhic to the house,^and in 
a very ajiort time married their daughter to a di.<sipatb<T 
youn'ft Neapolitan, with a title and a fm-tiiKc whieli he wa-S 
rapidly gambling away. So tin- dector was still a Ijachelor, 
his ha^r w'a* pi'ernaturely white, and he worked* as some 
of liis esjfleagues half ciiedeiusly said, ‘ like one ]Mis\essed by 
a devil.’ Rutrhe*liad never fergetti.n Koine, and his few 
months of renryii^'e 1^ by a girl's ilark eyi s. ArnJ even nowg 
in Jiiis middle age. In- couht nevr-r think of Home witliout a 
thrill at the' In^u t evhieh made him feel strangely y.sung : 
tlirifi^iu which tin nam iwbr.inee o^ intense joy was united 
with the renifnibrai/i'e of sorrow mst I ss intense. 

Oi^ this^morning^he had to go out at ten o’eWek to per- 
forirt a elilheult operation, lie hx^ked at his watch, as he 
laid down Lady Sarah's 1( tter. 'I'hen la* .ate- a bit of toast. 
^'Plir'ii he toe>k u]) tin.' l(.tt<.T miee iimre. Ai^l as he ri^-read it 
he dreameel. And in liis dream he wallod biiieath tall 
piiie tfces, and (hotn cyptess avennes. .\nd he heard the 
dnusic that was fo him as no other muMe', the soft song of 
the foilfftains r>f Roftie rising np m th^ gold.-n suinnnT, when 
Italy at noojiday sleeps under a ra|iture of blue. 

He wa? ge)ing to Wke a sin a t holiday. ITis sister-in-law 
pressed him k.i s|‘iend it with In r in Rome. 

Sin«e h(,=^ tad h ft Italy, aft< r his sorrow, he had nev<T 
had the courage Ki ohef his kaiging and to return t(.> it; 
i^rerhtfps he would yot ha\ i- had tin- eourage now, hut for a 
•trifling circumst.^Tice whieh oe<- 4 irred as In- left his henise to 
perform the operatior,? Irrtlih fog twri Italians were passing 
by with a piiaiio organ. When they saw flu- doctor they 
stdpped, and, smiling, liegan to play. .-Vnd the tune they 
•played was dne which he had perpetually heard in the 
streets of Rpme. 

He^auseci by his motor car and listened. Then 
gave the Italians a shjl^ng, got 'into his car, and drove 
afi'ay to the nui^jijg home in Henrietta Street where hii 
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patient ■^eis anxiously waiting for him. He had decided 
to ‘ take his courage in both hands,’ and to spend his holiday 
in Rome. T)\e dark-eyed girl was ^nc mother of a family 
now, land probably no longer slim and intense, with a'glance 
to wAke ifp all the sleeping romance and desire of a man. 
And his hafr was white ! " W'lu" should he not go*to Rome ? 

Not many mornings later he saw the aequeducts against 
the pate sunshine of dawn in the Carnpagma, the shejdierds 
in their shf.epsk'ns and hea\y cloaks, with thsir white dogs 
beside them, staring at the passing tryiii, the snow-crowned 
Sabine mountains. As he walked across the .Pia/za delle 
Temie to the Grand Hotel he heard the song lof the'fountain. 
And he said to hituo lf the word 'which'still-meant to him 
how much more than anv other word-^‘ Rome ! Rome I ’ 

Lady Sarah and be aole grett friends. Each knew of, 
.and compr-dieuih'd, tin- sori;ows bravt K' borre of the other, 
'/lie doetdr had no int- ntioii <-f go^ng into Society dunV.§ his 
short stay iu Italc. Ho meant to spend his’Gme quietly, 
seeing < ny more .s-.nio --f the many things he had cared 
abouc in f'-rnier days, and in the comjaanionship of his 
Sister-in-law, and two --r thr-'c old Italian acquaintance.*;. 
’I’hc pafiorama o| tlw g.iH'tc' and social life of the city would 
be sjiread out b< f,-r-- him ca-'h evening in the restaurant 
and hall of tlie (irand Hot'l. if he' clnsse to go down 
to look at it. If he did not choose he'could go off in 
morning eloth- s and eline with LaiiNo'Sarah at fr certain 
restaurant in tlw \‘'ia -h lla-t'roce, \shrTc th'- foead was excellent 
though the ilo--r was sandml, and whiye an old waiter, with 
the manners of an aff. ctioiiate ambassador, dealt tenderly 
with every whim. ^ 

On his hirst evening in ivoine he irvited Lady Sarah to dine 
wdth him at I he (iraiid. 

She was m>t sp- cially fomLof Rome’s tht, smart hotels, the 
Grand and the Lxeelsicir. but. -nevivthelPss. she was not 
averse from h.aving now and then what she CAlled ‘ a peep 
at the twentieth ceiituryu’ and as this particulQg peep was 
to be shared by her brother-in-law, she felt certain she woulc^ 
enjoy it, 

‘ ‘ Would you believe it, Sarah, if I told you, 1 feel almost 
nervous ? ’ said Doctor Ides, as t^jey sat down at th^^ table 
against the Vrall. ‘ Fiftee^ yeai^ since I wm here, you 
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know. And even perpetual glaring down^ humanity’s 
throats hasn’t quite killed the romance in me.’ 

He utilolded iis nrtul^n. As he did so th^ band struck 
up a Aike-wolk. lie wrinkled his foreheack 
* I ’m'a littk' afraid,’ he coiif' smsI. 

He l(x>ked round over tlu' Hirmig cf dinrrs. 

‘ No one I •know, exerpt ---is that Princess M.qncclli ? 
Yes, it ,must be, and still ven.’ attractive. Her fyes 
unm1sti>kabl«’ 

‘ In that curii'uis rial gown ! ^'es, it is she'. If you ’re 

afraid of R«me, Mervyn, ynu ought to do as I do.i 
‘•Whal is that ? ’ 

‘ Live chietL' in tlie l)y-wa\v. I very seldom come here.’ 

‘ Too mlTch^vi^e-\yilk about it ? 

For me. I heard ‘ a* smai't voiifig married Fnglish-' 
wqman the otk'-r day s.iying to^i Ivomaii— “ You havi.- eoyi^ 
on out here. If }'ou ki'e|* it up, in ^liree or four years [teople 
will be as re.1dy to feune to R<.>me in s[)ring as thev are to go 
to Horde Carlo.” ’ 

‘•And what was tlie reply ? ’ 

‘ Madame, crciyez nioi, nenis eommencons A peine I ’ 

The d'cetor sighed. 

‘ Yet you ad\ is'-d me to comm’ 

‘ Urn afraiti I w.ls a little bit selfish, Mer\wn.’ 

His face softeTied. 

‘ AiiS besides R^nie cair tie so iftany things,’ continued 
Lady Sarjd|. ‘ To you and me it*'eill nef-i r b's Monte Carlo. 
And weYhall not I)t*here \\lieii the world ln_‘eoni'_'S one vast 
casino and factory reilled into one. ‘Rome is ade.ral.ilc still, 
and gloriqu^, anel touehing and intimati- still. And then 
there is always the Canfi'agiia.’ 

L'' ' Pacci’s cablsaw? pateh, as [ heard a Yankee once call it. 

• Is Pacci^just the'same as eweri' 

‘ Just a,s deep, ar .^1 ju.^t its incoherent—not in mind of 
course. I met him three days ago.’ 

** On th^ Via Collatina ? Or under one of the Fcde 
cjqDresses ? ’ 

‘ In a drawdng-room i« Palazzo Barberini.’ 

‘ hjot pla}*ng the lion who is roared after ? 

‘ N^t playing anjrihing^ Drinkilig his milk and sugar, and 
thusing on Cirmco d’Ancona, Khagavad-Gita, and goodness 
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knovrs whaf^ besides, as he did when you felt pwises and 
looked at tongues from Porta Pinciana to Monte Savello.’ 

‘ Tliank hei^ven I can enj( iy Ror>i9<1n pe^ce now. Tins is 
the fib’t time I ht?\ e ever had a Imliday here.’ 

‘ That will make it new tx y<;)U, Mcrv\Ti.’ 

Moj-e people (‘ame in and made their way to their tables, 
consciously, while tlcsse ahaeuly seated stared at them m 
fhe peehliarly sa\ age \v'ay (d which r.nly the highly civilised 
have the secret. 

‘ Do you know many of them ? ' aski.d the doctor of Lady 
Sarah. 

She glanced round the lug ns lute rcjoni. 

‘ A few—and more by sight.’ 

' Whc) ’s the man sitting le-xt t<s Priiou;s/MAncelli ? ’ 

‘ I dr>n’t know liiin. m \sho Iw ft,' 

/ He looks as if he had* been steadily *id jxiwerfully 
squeezed, un^l all tie- kipdly juicer of humanity had ruh out 
of him.. And inw he is as dry as a /-emkde i 

‘Yes. (.tr^a-e is soinelhing ahinot alarming in Ins apricar- 
ance _' • 

At this moment Monteluuno, for it was he, slowly turned 
his strai'ige e\'cs upon T.adv Saiaah and tin doct(jr. 

‘He felt we w<'re speal.ing of hini.' obs(T\a:d the latter, 
‘He’s evideiitl}' ]ii'(‘Ser\ed soiiiot hing s'ensiti \a,', one.spark 
perhajas in tlw midst of tlw ashes.’ 

‘ It ’s a t<Trih|e faee,'' said I.' id'.' SarafT. 

Princess Maneelfj s[>ok<*lo Montelirrmri, who Ceased fronT 
regarding th' tn. 

‘ Have yiui noticed, Alien watehing a crow<l like this, how 
the sad fais's outnumber the Inqipy onws '( ’ said the dretor. 

‘1 think we see hy our own light. If it’s a dickering 
taper it gis’os er-erything ratlcT a ghastly look'.’ 

‘ And yours, Sally ? 

‘ It’s inclined to llieker, but I‘try be keep it steady and 

bright.’ 

‘ I’m sure you do. But I doid't knirw that I quite agfee 
with your definition of human observation. ‘ A doctor at* 
ai^y fate ought to train himself tiR he possesses the seeing 

* That perceives what is^, you ^p^ean, without beifig in« 
fli^enced , by his, oyra. tempeiam^t and predispositlpn”? 
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Well, Me m'vn, I ’ll grant you this ; I believe if >Vju and I 
were obliged to deduce the characters and circumstances 
of these people a^)out ig^rom their faces you ^'ould be right 
* in mofc cases than I.’ 

‘ Well, but-w-wumau's intuiti'iii ? ’ 

She shiiled. 

‘ I wi:^uld bae 4 : myself against must men. Hut you spend 
your days in summing p'.uple up, and 1 think you W(tre bc/Tfl 
cleai'tsighted.• My Diek always said -u.’ 

‘ DicU thought tou jiiiieh u[ niu.' 

‘ I '■y?h ll* had lived tu see eoiir sins'e.sses. 

music ceased fur a mumeiit, nml the- peculiar roar—it 
vas m^ore thairn hum—of talking humanity se( med suddenly 
to spread tfiruyg^ thu restaurant him a pureuluti^ig ti*le'. 

‘Here’s a lug part\' <s«tnmg in ! ’ dud th^ dueteU', wlm 
amused tic.- shuw-, thuu.h, as he' \\atehed it, he felt* 
verv far awav fruin thu ll*uiie h'- ha^l knuwn anel f>\'ed. 

Alrmsst in' 4 he mi*idle uf the restaurant, amf nut fur from 
theii^, wfy!! a great u\al tahlu dre. uati il \\ itlik nnmses of 
daffodils, among which wm' euncei^h il < h i tiie lights covered 
with pale velluw silk. A stream uf p. i.ph- lluweil in teovard-s 
it, talking and smiling, ,md uudiling to ae'pyaintanccS as they 
passed slowlv Vietws i ii tlm lahh s. 

Twv) or three of tinm gru. tnl Lady Sarah. They ar- 
■rangod themsel\*e'S round the ijaffudils, f(arniing a human 
chain, It seemed, t^imprisuirthe sprhig, h st it ahuuld lightly 
mugli and evade Ihein. 

‘ Who*are they alV ’ askeel tlm (hM'tru'. ‘ The face of that 
very" tall man seems familiar to nm.’ ‘ 

‘He’s ^i^ Tlieoelure C'annyuge.’ 

‘To be sure. I attend'd huu once when ho was an 
.fitadie at the British Lmlrm^\' Imre. Is his wife there ? ’ 

Lady Sarah pftifited out Ituyires. Ductur Ides loukod at 
her but made no coftmiont.* The giv'T of the dinner was 
Countess Boccara, who had let her misehieverus temperament 
h;tve its fling. She ha<l gathered together the t'aimynges, 
the Denzils, Wesare Carelli, lus mother, Princes.s Carelli ; two 
striking, but rather stariling women who had recentlj^come 
over^^o conquer Rome from Monte Video, and who wer* 
report^ to be irihher than the richest heiresses of the United 
fftate^, but AVliVyird^ wAe married : .three or four 
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smart youpg Italian aristocrats of highly uiimiumatory 
tempcramcn?, especially when exotic good looks were framed 
in a golden aureole; her husbani^ly^nd ti Scotch woman, 
whom she thought as absurd as a wild boar, but ‘whose 
^anite-like beauty he professed to admire.< And at the 
last moment—why, perhaps, she herself hardly knew—she 
had added GiosuC Pacci to her caravansery. She had met 
Kitn at 'che Cannyiiges. Perhaps she thr>ught him different 
enough from her usual intimates to be chic when in their 
midst, like the touch of black that makes of an ordinary 
coloured gowm a ' crcati(_)n.’ 

Why Pacci had ae(/( pted her invitation she could ^lot 
conceive. Put in our eireams do we not accept all manner 
of prepastepous propositions ? w < 

‘ Pacci in that g(;/eK’ 1 ’ murinuted Doctor Ides, perceiving 
‘the historian who was g i/ang at the iiagemit ref daffodils yith 
his inncicei'lt-lookinrt e\vs. ' Ami !liis is the liisor^imcnio ! ’ 

‘ If you ■^’.ant to understaixl it still nieVi'e cuin]')letely,' said 
Lady Sarah,, smihng good-humoureelly, } et speukyig w^th a 
touch of satire, 'you should go to-morrow morning to'the 
Sala Pir’hctti.’ 

' WhaV happerp there, Sallv ? ’ 

‘ Pri nces and senators tumble (hswn. They are all learning 
to skate on rollers. Later rm tlmre are going to be ^roller 
skating parties in some of the old psd.'u.'es,’ 

' Autres it'inpc, auircS mocur^ ! ’ said^the doctor,“Taking 
refuge in a platitude. ‘ Supju'ess me, Sally, i| I become 
bromide.’ 

He devoted hirnself tr, his dinner. 


After a mornent he said : 

‘ The daffodil party interests me.’* 

‘ Does it ? Just now you spoke of seeing many sad faces 
in such places at this. Can p<ou pick me out the tjvo faces 
of perfectly hajipy people in the daffodil party. There are 
two ? ’ ' 

‘ Perfectly happy ? ’ said Doctor Ides, with atgentle iLi- 
credulitv. 


‘ It Seems impossible. And yet k really beheye 1 am not 
•xaggerating,’ 

Doctor Ides looked sldwly roun^d • the circle of talking 
people. 
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‘ Pacci perhaps is Number One.’ 

‘ Oh, Pacci 1 I had forgotten him. He may be perfectly 
happy, but 1 cannot pii,^ of him. He is too evasive for me.’ 

' TliCTe are two otiiers I ’ 

Aftei a np'iMite or two he said : 

‘ That lady in green and nliito, perhaps ? ’ 

‘ Yes; she is fine. Edna Dcn/.i], is her name. Noj\'—the 

o ♦ » • • 

utner I • 

Th*ere was A long pause. Then Doeti.ir Ides ^aid ; 

‘ I cannot find him,’* 

‘ IIc^w doVou know it is a man ? ’ 

‘C! ecause it^is o^sviMus^y net any '.me of thi/ women.’ 

‘And the little lady in yellow v’ I^uiy .Sarah, in- 

Jieating Counlp^_'.s^ 

No woman can be perfi^tly h.'ip])y with such a waist. It ' 
s f^i^iohagiejfllv iinpi >ssiljle. hiidi man is it? One 
^^liose Italian \aiutlis, no d'’ubt. P^it \\ liieh ? ^ 

-'■Jt is that man ^ith the big fdrehead,' said Lady Sarah, 
Jrivv^ng Ijcr brotli(;r-imknvatt' iitii m t<s Fraiiris Denzil. 
Hoetnr Ides hsnked steadily at Ilenzil. 

‘ Are you astonished ? ’ asked Lady .Sarah at length. . 

‘ Who' is he ? ’ 

■^The hrsband of the perfectly happy woman.’ 

‘ Him 1 ’ , * 

The doctor contmuod to he.ik at !)■ nzil fixedly. Appar¬ 
ently tffe happy jn^i interested liini* As he did not speak 
Hady Saral^wcnt on talking, and*ga\'e hnn a Ijrief but eery 
sympath'etic sketch •f the Den/il v:ciuicc. 

‘And no\v, to crown e\'<.r_\ tiling,’ she conclud'.d, ‘he is 
going»to ^il^lieh as Minister. It was made public yesterday. 
And he is only about fofty.’ 

</A A^ain there wa^a silence, d'hen Doctor Ides said : 

* ‘ Why, does 1 :(^' jiut his li{>s*so close to the faces of the 

’rt^omen on each side'*of him*? They surely can’t both be 
deaf.’ 

' Oh no.* That is only because he's had a bad cold. It 
has almost tafken away his yoice.’ 

fK e doctyr withdrew Mis eyes from Denzil and fixeefthfm 
upon^lps sisMer-Ln-law. 

* C< 5 lds are going abtruji in Rome this year,’ ahe added. 

' ‘ Ah 1 ’ said doctor. 
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‘ the matter, Mervyn ? ’ 

‘ Nothing, Sally.’ 

He paused,.then, as if speaking^’i^th a slight effort, and 
not quite naturaJk', he continued : 

‘ It was* always so. IVhcn the spring cosies in Rome 
greets her witli a sneeze. Thahsiieeze at least is not banished 
amid all the changes. What do you think Of this plat ? I 
ereclht specially. Can you guess what it has in it ? ’ 

‘There seorns suggi .stion—it is as if a fairy oystef had 

glided by witen it was being cooked.’ 

And hud been [)crsua(h'd to jeen the company ^of in¬ 
gredients. You might have been an epieurc, Sally. ¥ou 
have a sensitiw ]»alate.’ 

The el oetor kept UJ1 the ceinver..IfTiti^it liad ceased 
to be quite intimate', (juite eas}'*goii]g. Ladv Sarah wo^i- 
\ie^ed 'why the sight I'janeis 1)'u/.il haH affect':^ 
brother-in-law’s s])iril Tlic t\v.> ni<;ii \^'■re not even 
acquaintances. Uut p-tliaps she \\a^ astray. Perhaps 
Denzil had ts) do vithjthe abrupt depressjon 'vyiich 

she diN'incd beneath tlje doctor’s imw rather unufual 
animation. 

When*they hadjinished dinner he said : 

‘ Shall we have coffee in the hall ! 

‘ I never take it. I’m afraid of lving*awake at night.’ 

He looked at In r with sym])athy. 

‘ I know. The besicfjing rucfiiories. '?tut to-nigh^I must 
ave it. Arid we ban hsoll at the crowd. I bebeve I have 
le boy in me still. It quite amuses m*'.’ 

‘ L<.’t us gi> and take fip a gond position.’ 

They went out. and sat down at a little tabltj yi tha hall, 
on the left just below tile st- ps. ‘The doctor ordered his 
coffee aifd lit a cigar. 

‘ This is holiday-making wideed,’ he said, leanyig back* 
in his deep armchair. ‘ Put Pam so ftnaeoustomed to holi¬ 
days that I haven’t quite got into the right frame of mind 
yet. I don’t feel desultory enough.’ 

‘ Wait till yon’ve had a day in the Camp.agtfti.' 

‘ I 11 get a motor, Sally. We ’1> go to Capr^rola, or by 
l^jtano and Velletri to beautiful Ninfa, with its.to’wer above 
the water, and on to Sen&oneta. ^Tiat do you aay f * 

; ■ ‘ I ehoitld iQve it/ * 
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' Since, tstiey had left the dining-room he had rAnrned to 
his former manner. Nevertheless Lady Saralf had a con¬ 
viction that he was on ^l^p watch, that his min^ was working 
on a itnf of thought not connected with w’hat he was saving, 

A little wrgnan in a tight mauve gown, and ^'earing an 
immenac l^lack hat. with If partaehe of mavfv'c feathers 
which i^iountcf.h towards llic ceiling, as if desirous cd transla¬ 
tion, a|poared .at the t"]) 'sf the ste|>s f. i|l.>wed by two stifift 
men* obviously Jews. Vi-ry shovly, walking fruni the liips 
and looking insolent .and dull, she dt eei;nd''d*and moved, 
like oye in a processi'Ci, tei a tahk.' imt far off. 

VJrand M arnier ! ' sic- observed tei one of the men, as if 
speaking to aVlavw. 

Tlien sit*tin|r dravsing tic tail iJ IciT gejwn 

ayound her fe' t, she biosane abs.ihit'ty i,xjircssionless and* 

rey^ahi.ed sileirt. 

‘ Ddlicult ti.) lj(iie\s,- is a smuI Iwtu .ith That hat*! 

said the d<jctor. * Tlei e eyries \hi.' ManesTli ! \\ hat a 
diffyenci^! ’ 

‘•Between the hat and ili< tiramje D.inic.’ 

The Princess pa.^^'.'d wiltcnt S' ling tli' in. She was Talk¬ 
ing to Monteiu'uno and smiiic Itussi.ans w 1^.. lM‘liiiigi*d to'icr 
party. She put u]> lais- liand tn llic \s l\i-t .strap whici^ 
covcBed her whit'; ?li"uM' r, and g' -.tienlat' d with tlie other, 
which held a snuill p.ainted f.an. 

‘ IIol^ beautiful^ slie swdks ! ’ s.lid tic doctor. ‘After 
*all these y^'ars f ri;membi;r her ^^ay o[*\\.alking. She is .a 
wonderftillv attractive svouiaii, lliough, of course, she has 
aged. And her exgirioscti lias chang' d .a g'S'sd deal, I 
think.’ , , 

‘ lias it ? In w liat \^,iv 

‘ It seems to me full of di-.illusion. She used tojciok like 
ti conqryror, buf a very tlior"n^h-br'd ou's' 

Ov'er the bright r^ise-e-olonred carjiet tlicre was a rustle, 
of trailing gowms. Groups formed about hhc many tables. 
Women, siieathed in th';ir clothes, with their hair arranged 
in heavy masses that looked like caps pulled dowm over their 
ears sis if tp shield thert* from frost-hit'O gazed into the eyes 
of tlj^^men vho accompanied them, scarelung for admiratioai 
comment, the discrirain^ing prai?e of the ardent maaculine 
. starec mth whift; beards, sat dpvyn to a game 
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of 6cart4'in a corner. As they examined their a^rds, with 
pursed lips they pushed up their big cigars, looking at the 
same time wii}^ and morose. An ,i,i^T|mensely stout German 
lady, with a topk/iot of straw^-coloured hair that seefned to 
be trained over a hidden mushroom, uttered ^a loud ‘ es ist 
wirklieh ganz wiind'TsclKin ’ yo a red-necked man, w'hose 
head was the criluur of ash, as she thr<sw c<.>mjilacent glances 
Alinind'her. A large gruup of South Americans, with 
lustrous, unnu aning eyes, and Complexions 'touched with 
yellow, loisked like perfectlv self-f'tiss.sessed exiles as they 
stared at^all these peopir, whiise names even w'are ui-^lcnown 
to them. Then tlioy glanced at their owm fine jcw'vis, 
elaborate gowns, and sparkling rings, ami sjr.* ke together in 
Spanish, One of tliem said, in a k'vj^nd^vct sleepy voice : 

‘ No hay <]u<‘ (.h (sir, hijita, mas vi' rmos.as son las Chilena^.’ 

A Persian from the- .Ministry in the \ia Vi.rcse nt 

her with secreti'.'c eyos, as he wentJ'V toss-ards the outer hall, 
w'alking gimfly and i|uiekly in liis patr-nt leather shoes. 
Presently aicgrowd of men, nearly all of them elderly^ and 
expressive, seune very ohj and almost tragiixilly thoughfcful- 
looking, ajgieared at the top of the sti ps, where they stood 
for a nvinuti- talking togctle.T, ami glaming down at the 
butterflies whose bright eyes wore turned cuririusly tow'ards 
them. A murmur r,f: ‘The If Igi.an 3fission ! Mactizelli 
has been giving a dinner for them ! ’ Nvent through the room, 
a.s the grey and white-haired <lr)ilomats,/ourtiers, pi^tieians 
and litterateurs father h ■sitatmgly descended and made 
their way to a great eireh- eif emf)t_\' chs^Ts arranged round a 
circle of coffi.-e cups and hipieur glasses. Tliey sat down, 
perhaps with the intenti'sn of diseussing great fiffairs.. Put 
the presence isf the butterllies evidoiitly distracted them not 
a little. They looked distrait, and yet intent, almost libe, 
boys gazing through the bars of a grilt^ into a garden of' 
Paradise, When they had finished thvir co’ffee tw'o or three 
of them got up vaguely. Others followed their example'. 

A handsome young under-secretarx' spoke inta the ear' of 
one of them, a verx' old bald-headed man,'-who nodded 4 
emphatically in response. The setretarx- took him gently 
Jpy the arm, led him up to a beautiful Roman and prej^nted 
him. Tlien the spell wak broken,^and the butterflieS’Came 
into their own, Wlrite-h^red apd wrinkled distinctioh, 
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learning, ,{ind power devoted themselves to the 'sendee of 
charm, and the two vanities of the intellect^ and of the 
epidermis— or was it of the soul ? — ^ftly flattered 

. each ^ber. ' 

‘ Thejdaffo(^iIs are tin' to cfjmf',’ said the doctor. 

‘ Do yoif care to know atty of thrm, Mer\yn ? ’ askeil' 
Lady Sftrah. 

She looked at him '.sith a certain ii|M n I’uriosity. 
it wac that loisk which detemnnial him to s;j,y : 

‘’i eSj Sally. If yriii ha\a' an < ipportiinit\'' you might 
introduce n^e to the hapjiv’rnan.’ 

tifijught she deteet'd a nuaiiei- of almost sad irony in 
his voice as h(:!>sp(fke the'linal words. 

‘ Do you*mc^iii»th at doubt-’ sh'' Ir gan. 

‘No, no. Rut. if vou *unt anotlu ; bromide, remember* 

th*e “ G*ill thoii ri(.) man Laj'pv till-” ’ he broke oifr 

‘ Al! rhere they Coine ! ’ jie said. 

A table clr)se tonwhere they wete sitting li?id been kept 
for the Countess BiKoarra’s partv, which maw cij^.ie down the 
step^ ancJ mingled with gritiijas in the immediate vicinity. 

Countess IkKacara wa.s in gay spirits. Onh' that mruning 
her dressmaker had informed her that her waist %vno still 
shrinking. Se\'eriti.'en inehi s seeinesl to ^)e uhmest within” 
her rgach and her*misehie\ous dinner had berm a success. 
She knew well t^iat evervbisdv hml been talking ab<sut her, 
aJid it.■•And the ^^ineelli luul been''sitting just oppessite to 
“Cl ■sare, who had been placr'd bi'si(’»‘ Ladv t'anmaige. Neither 
the Princes? nor Ces^re hail shiswn a trace of eniliarrussment, 
but the Countess had a comfortable and thorough knorvledge 
of h^ sex^ ^ She knew very well vhat ‘ Cara Lisetta ’ must 
have been feeling. As Vj Croare, f.he was otiliged to confess 
herself that sVic did not i|uite understand him. So far 
this season he hfl(i*not made hynself conspicuous with Lady 
Cannynge or vuTh anA one e>a;-. Since the day of her little- 
dirtner for the most beautiful jrerson in Herne she -wa-s not 
a\tare of ^ny crescendo. .And at this moment Cesarc wa.s 
sitting down iiy one of the sultra'-hxiking women from Monte 
Video, while Lady Cannynge was talking to the ‘ ol?i lady 
who knowSj Rome.’ Countess Bocemra acknowledged't^ 
hers^Cf that the old lady managt'd to look quite passable, 
(fren father distingxiisheo, in the ev'cning, l^e mixture of 
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amber artd white in her curiously arranged, or disarranged, 
hair was ccTtainlv novel and effective. But why should 
Dolores Cannynge-? 

At this fi.iiiit ji), the Countes>’s reflections she was edcirclod 
by young lUi.'n and bi gaii tn (liink of hersrlf. 

Meanwiuic, Lady Sai'ah had infrodiiced her hn ither-indaw 
to the CannynV's atxl tlv Deiiziis. Sir Theodore reniem- 
Kim at (ineo. and ke])t him for a few minutes in a 
Cl in\ (Tsation tlni,t t"‘ >k (lii n i Laet; t <' ‘ I In' old da}'S ’ of a few 
ytars ago. Tln n I.ady Sarali di lit>vratoly broke in, and 
engaged ^ir Tln-od. ir< ’,s atti ntion. Denzil wjiSfj'lisse to the 
doctor, and at the moment w.as sfecaking to no one,^ A 
waite r came' uj> \mI h a | nle . .f e|e , p Itoxcs oh a sfd\ er aiul lifte d 
the lid of the 1 >. w Mil 1 he to[> mI’ tLe.od', Iing a row of 
: fat vellfiwdirown lia', aniea. I). , iizTisI ai't (1 at thi'in feir a 

cinoment., then sIiomK hn hj ad. The \vait(‘v-w a.o nlj^nit to 
fijSen aneithiT hi e\ w he-n 1 )' ||/|| saii]_ alnn ot in a \\'hispe'r : 

‘ Pas de cigaree ! ’ ' 

‘ 'i’oii ’re j,iMt a smoker ' said Doctor Ides. 

They Wore standing. TIrie'wore' t\\o arnleh.'iirs closir to 
tlieiii. A'- he sji. do' the doet or sat down and Denzil follis\s'i;d 
hi^ ixample, \Atile the waiter wtnt off. gliding with a 
■'praetise'd ,'igili1\' among the niiiH itnde. of |iooji|(_' and tallies. 

In some hidden plaeo iioar tlw ti.p of the' steps a jiewly 
arris'ed Hiinganan orelp str.'i Ih g.-m to ptasn (dne^ \'ieilin 
soared aho\e tlr reU, ele|i\ei iVig with ^.'^ioiiati' sAitimcnt 
a melody tlnit oigg led natme rawig-'d hv love. MunV 
heads turned towards the stairs, and pnany convArsations 
ccaseal for a moment. 

A feminine' e' 'iee said : 

‘ IIow dehgditfnl ! .hoihi' one's gi\en Seln/.zi a l.iottlc of 
champagne, lie' 's heginning really to pla\'. Dem’t you fci^l^ 
how it goes to tin s]iine ? 

‘ I ’m afraid I generally sniiSrcgoo VniieliV Dc'nzil said, in 
reply to the' doeti u-’s 11 la U ion. 

He pre'ssed his fo-t on the carpet and move'll his chhir 
close to the doctor’s. 

‘ Yfru must forgive my croaking. I’ve caught a ceild 
it’s settled in my throat.’ 

‘ A nuisance ! ' 

‘ Yes.’ 
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He leafted to the doctor to make himself hea^d. 

‘ I shall get off to Frascati for a change in three days. It's 
extraordinary air up th^!i>’. It ici^'ht to hloevwll this lumrse- 
ness away. I should get to-mMrrow, liut«my little son has 
his birthday •on Thursda}-, mal \\r arc going to liavc, 
festir'ities.’ 

He smiled, litsing hn lix'd look. 

‘ IToW old is he ? 

‘ On Thursday la- a ill b" niies’ 

‘At that period of ]ifo biiiliday^ 
occasivu^. •V'ou lia\on't o-.m a d..,'|or 

‘Oil no. It aauii’t W ' irtli w Inke’ 

« % ♦ 

‘ You hate fi's probalihs Is tint it ? 

‘ I har'e no * ai Ja.*'.‘rdo doofors.' 

‘ Perhaps you kiMOS \ ( yf hi t lo ahoiil 
(S)W*'Ss I '\o hocii |nel-.\- o, 


al'e almost tsTrilic 
t a \a mr e*Id ? 


f: 


.‘>111 


was ,T 
ir [lain. 


lu'at I b’e moa-r tmown aliat i1 \',;n to fo. 1 .ni ae 
Bv Jei\’e, I ^^■i'h I (^iiild ln\'e a eigar.’ 

'IJn Wgiter wilUtho pil'-^of kii \.s s\:n a oa ifr [lasel ng nrjt<» 
for*off. 

‘Doctor.’ Deir/.il add< d Imd.iK', ‘will _\ ou .allow me to 
call you in ? 

The waiter sti ip[nd bof, im a pa ; I y of Aiinriea m. 

‘ eVs a throat s[neialis1 or a- a gomral practitioner'.^’ 
asked De>etor Lhss 

' A tlTloat siicci:i\.at. .Vre'\'ou one ; 

* 

' To be syre.’ 

‘ .\11 File Irettr r t4 ell. Won't Noll ap.-e nie poriiiiasion to 
smoke to-night? If you do, m;. dibcon of a wife can't say 
a svord.’ 

‘ You can ha\g a cig.tr.' 

‘ Capital ! ’ ^ 

Denzil held u^> his hand to ^ rtnmon the waiter. 

‘ But on one condition/ added the doctor. 

What is it ? ’ 

‘ That ^)U let me examine yeiiir threiat and jircsc-ribe for 
you to-rnorr(?w morning. I’ve come eiiit here for a holiday. 
But I may.be able to c>i something for you—possibly.’ ^ 

E^r\zil turned slightly in his chair, and looked very haKi 
^t tire doctor. ’ . 

It’s very’ kind of you to'bother about me,’ he said, 
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Jmost in^a whisper. ‘ My thi,^' 

,., 1 . ' iroat 


)ut to-nighti’ 


i‘ 


seems to be qitite giving 


‘ Come to the hotel at half- i ' 
rave a look at you.' ' past.^n to-morrow, ai^d I ’ll 

‘ I will, if you ronlly think- 

‘ And oblige me liy not t< lli’',p 

;ee me profrs.sionally, not rvnfj"- are coming pj 

:hfs crowd in Koine tlv i-e Ui'"’ ''■ifr. You ^ce with all 

hoarse. My name is jiretty ' ''/j'. others snIio are 

among Aineneans as wi'll as hf ' 'leiwn .is a throat doctor 
a holiday, iis I told you.’ p"b’l'^h. And I’m here to take 

' I won't say a wool. It 'if 

‘ Not at all. Now elij.iV V , '' ' pf \Oij. 

m. i.,,i;..,.. v.a.i , 0 '"'i' '^''b'ar. * 

mist h.Al two b,,ttles of 

tffi et of lliingarian inmii' ur, '' '■^hiih had spiiken of thi 
heard him )ila\' with 
and nffeeting. 

Cesare's bli 
Monte Vids'o 


ys 

‘ I roilK' di(di<‘\'c Sohi/.zi I 

champagne,' said the fi-mahw 

ij. '' ,,,ui sjjoKcn or tge 

•h ml'"* A’-nih ’-hi^iuver 

It makos hefor,.. ft y too lovely 

ok I yos ton ^ ^ '''•“d ! ’ 

iiiid'hxod t, ' pli' ieanivna fr 


looked straight tiof, vre hii 
travelleth from thj- hap[>y 
'Trappy wciman. In flw 


om 

nisrivcs on Doloros. IpYi/jl 
"• 'J'ho glanc of the doctor 
,man to his wifr, the perfectly 

chattering and laiigliing ]is" V**V>’ crowd of 

turned her liead, as if eari l.j^ ’ rnieiss .ManeclJi, wins had 
which she wius lightly tulk, >' ''•d- fmigr th,. pag-amt about 
Mission, saw the man \vi ne i k r <jf (hel5('lgiun 

Ladv Cannvnge. Mont.run.t prizing at 

shot eyes, looked from o, v '"'.ving his^ blood- 

to another, with his strung dheg from one man 

Edna Deiizil watela d ' ' '"‘''d''bk' f'‘'-J^^’‘choly. 

But she was not shocked. o[' cigar. 

Let him have his little pis’’ '"’-fy d ^ Dear old Franzi<f* 
c And Schizzi, insjiired p'/'Sv' 

He had come out freun hisN^,. * u nipagne, jilay'ed ou. 
near the top of the sb ps riow, and he stood 

just below him. With th« 

And some of its dreams, thh^!*.^, *, ^'^uohed it. 

tkat drifts over dew, trem), 1 as the mist 

some of its hopes awoke, aii a ragile being. ^4nd 

some of its mysterious regrets, and 

j^irehensions, and some of its' 
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definite f?ars. Behind many of the masks cony seen for 
a moment, like a sliadow, a fai'e that was surely the face of 
truth|in many rd tla" a liedit that was sui^'ly a relleetiun 
of a marvelhius lii^ht at a distance. 

Giosuh ](>()|;( il rdund himyl"\\iv, and murmured t<i 

himself the wurds of Le.aiard- da Vjnei 

‘ Piu ^ grande la s<aoiliihta, juu h f'ate il dolore. Grande 
MarUrc ! Grande Martire ! ’ ’ 


( n Tl'TCB XI' 

Tuf. next morning, '.Mlie.nl ,eying .a w.-.ol f.*. Ins aafe, 
Denzil went* to tIF Gr.ind Ifot.'l and a-loo’l f,-,r Doctor 
Ml r^-yn Vh s. It^\a,s lialf-^iasl ten, and he shown uj>, 
at oiiee into the d..e1(ii’s s|i I iiig-vooni, uliieli w.as lloodial 
with suiisliiiie, and gav s'.ith llowd's arrange,1 by Lady 
Sarah, who \sas ha|i]iy to ha\e s,,tne oii.^^to |,iok iffter and 
think aliout. As Iten/.il , nt, i, ,! at. iiiie d.ior Doi.-tor Ides 
CHI US'* in from Ins 1,, dro, .n i 1 > a not h' r. sni 1 1 1 ng. 

You are a [mn^tual man.’ In* said, holding mit liis hand. 

Xow h^. me have .^htoh at \',,nr thosat and .' <* if I can get 

rid of thi.s hoarseness.’ 

• * 

’ If you can llani^4l it. or diminish it liv 'hhiirsdav,’ Denzil 
almost \\hisjiered, ‘ I shall be \, rv gAatefnl to you. I want 
to b(.»up t^) the mark on my boy’s liiii Inlay.’ 

‘ Thursdav ! T" he ^ure ! Sil down in this ,duair will 

The cL'Ctor went' to^ido.s tic mMinlow. 

^leanwhile in a e, rtairf lI;U, in the Ada A'enti Setteinbrc' 
exjratement was risnig in a ereM’ondei siielf as might ha\’e 
satisfied c^’en tic ( onntess Biieear.a. d'lc ,].iy after to¬ 
morrow Thcd wes t,*) Iji.' nine I The fa,'t, and thi' circum¬ 
stances whudi were to gUrify it. obscsse,! tic three eliMdrcn. 
The^ thought of, spoke of, lived for, nothing else, T^ef) 
■vvas ftill of the legitimate pride of one who hiy length of da'v^ 
ia entitled to tribute. His little sisters' souls danced with 
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proud plea^sure in tJio generous power of givingf in two 
days Thoo was to sit in a special cliair, dressed in a new and 
ven*' gri)Wii-up suit, and tn l)e re\'(Vi;^i'n1 ly apjiroachiaUbe'liis 
father ami rnether, Marianna, Cniict-tta, and themsch'os— 
,a trib'- of paO'cl eanb-rs.^ In fancy tie y alre.a.ly belicld his 
asti'milled drllyht at the (if tle:ir c igitatn ais, and 

long ai,ii,l s' crc t p( l anibiilat lot s i if the RniieiMiat is ueeiifiied 
Ijy sliojis. J he tune higgid. ' i.t nut u ne'ne nt was \',ith(:iut 
its tlirill. In tlr,- neot d- adl e niystcia’, and \\ith elaborate 
pu'ea'autiiins, parci Is \M r( ted u]) iiiiF' ti.i lie untii.d. Iris 
inflexibly- kcfit tlm Ivitcle-n dour ^^hile ^do]a was initiatisd 
inttj the rites eonnecli d with tie- pia pai’atinn laf a liirlhday 
cake-. Tlwn tie- liiiy \ e'la, with a ]eni\' alti-i'njit at wurrior- 


likr- li' . - <;l, r-ss, 

St 1 Hid 

"11 gmird,***i^li< 

■it’-.psly tlanked by 

Marianna, rsliile 

Ills - 

1 1 ITi d ;i ,11' -S', AS 

hi'-h Coiieetta, the 

coyk. faithfiill}' } 

in ’lUlSei 

1 , ' 111 til'- 11' ■: H i I't 

h' .■'■niamntfiyj-i lady 

^vith a hear y im 

iiisP-H-hi 

1 1' 1 k ' p^ ;i Spe 

'■I' s ( if w inr-sh( Ip in 


TrastiWoi’ioiild ( \a ntiia II\ ,1 aie 1 lirni rapiI'sd in a mantle 
of ghtt'ring'''Iigar. 'I'le-ii wa- a happ\s y- l at-umsmeiits 
eiivems (-xih-. p' i p' l ually In mg put oiil of room-^, and firmly 
exeluih'd fi'oiii pa il e -i pa 1 1 o 11 m i -x I raoi'di na ly preiceialings 
elosel}' ei.inie 1 -ti (t \\ilh limi 'll. II'- was ‘not to si-c,' le; 
was tis turn his le aii ‘ lli'- iitle r \'.a\u' If le; i.-ne-rgi.-d iiie.x- 
peetcdly into tie- pa -ao.- le \',;is a-i-i i fi-d with shrii ks of 
jirot'.-st, aiel a dropping i,| iibjids lie- t/atiiri,- rif which he 
strove to (h termine by th ■ sound of I H'l ir impaet*\vith the 
ll'jor. If he rw iit iniiiiei till\' towaisls a e<inier a cry isf 
‘ Visii mustn’t U'l tie re. dle 'i!’ warned him of presences 
wh ose identity oiil\' 'f'liurolav nnid n.-N’enl to him. lie 
suffered d'-lieioiis pang'-. 

Fortiinati Iv Iw had matters of the gra\'est importance on 
hand himsi If. srhieh f ft him but little tune to concentrate' 
on his marlyialoim Ifi- wH- pi'i-jiarmg a ,surprise for his 
""father, with the can fnl assistaiied of liis mother as coach. 

Mrs. Deiizil \^■as ni't fond of ‘ sho\\'iiig off' le.-r children, 
but she belewed in thw' loping any budding trdents little 
human beings displayed, d'le'o, at tlii.s time, gave eUdcncG ' 
of a dramatic instinct unusual in child of his age. He 
had a good memory, and cmjoycd learning bits ofrShakespeare 
and short poems by heart, and was hot ashamed to repeat 
them with a boyish attempt at giving them what he sup- 
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posed to tTe their real ernotjonal \'alue. Till no’*’ his hearers 
had been tit but few—his mother, sisters, Marianna, ami once 
or twi^’e Signor Caroi, Italian teacher w'lio gave him 
*lessons hi rudimentary Latin. 

Denzil hud'heard ef these eff'gt^, with a 'yriile. But* 
Edna, who lielito ed in an aim. liad lield in (djeek th<.- [Mjrhaps 
faint cnrieisity r>f Iwr Innband, with .a i' itei'ate<l ‘ sr'pie d^^' 
■when Then s c<inie (in iieji'e ! ’ ,\nd tins s.inii.' ''Miinr' dav" ’ 
tiad lieeli j»ut Ind'ire as a y’al tii 1 wigi b\' eff'irt. 

Ni')W it luid brnll sii'i, fL' m It k d li'twciil 'kh's ■ ami Ids 
im >th-sT*tlgat*the g".d slmnld be wmi i.n hn. biithilad, and the 
t\S’n^)ir'Ces elr ■'^en f^r the at (icea -ii m w ere 1 )eiIig anxii 'Usly 
prej)ari.'d bijiiiid el'e,(d d nils, ( In-r was the -|i( (ch li\' the 
King .at till' bt (if tia third ayt (if Sli.t In'") MSI re’s 

A’difig y/ean/fie /■'////; : ‘ t^nee naire intii the breach, dear 
frief,*! -,^111 Ce nitTi'e ’ ; tie ''t I nr* Tm 11 i}s('lbs ‘tYgisang tile 
Bar,’ which wys > ine "f kaI'la's fas. 'r*'il e ji< leins, , h'li' se ere 
Hot to Ire repeat'd 111 the ess'iiihg, will n 111' I'e \sas t'l Im; a 
jiart^' Ilf Wnr I'hildifabs fri'iij'.. but in tla' inliTiiai'y nf the 
familv einde after tla; pi'e.-. ni-ei \ n'lLO beli.r'- the entting "f 
till' l.iirthday cake. 

Sii TlnOi studied a- if ho. ll|e d' p' lid' ll tiji'Hi it, and had 
his important re;o'yi f"r Im'pii'g |"■"Jlle unt "f r""nis and 
telline*theni ll'it t^i lot. n. The .Shal.' -p, are h'; laid taken til 
with all J^is snul. ^Mlli'.iigli In; ssasy e'lint'S'iis and enn- 
^iderate of others,aiVthing tiei’y and piigipaei. .ns svcke U[) in 
him som^tliMig rrsp. aois e, that set ho bi.M.d leaping and lit 
U}) his bro’wn eyes, •But the T. nnys.yi had at lir^t kiineked 
at his door and had but a fei IT an . r. 

On the nfi.irning when Di n/il \ isiN .1 I). .et. .r Ides, Ei.lna and 
^ittlc Theo We-re ek 'Seted I:. 'g< t h. r. d'he Shaln spe are spei;eh 
delivered wi^h* intense i arnestneee, and passed with a 
^ Capiital t Father \silVbi; suryi oed ! ’ ITit when ‘ Crushing 
the.Bar ’ had been spi .ken 'Felna sat f"r a mjnute in sileiiee. 
Shi^thought that jimhaps she had niad. ,'i niidalo; in i.'hmesing 
it feir a bei\* of nine tn rer-ite. .She had } iiFled t'l her ow'n 
‘preference withmit thinking enniigh nf h'he.j. Batri^atism 
roused up Hre male in *lier sun, but death perhaps orJy 
confuicd hint. For a meiment she rebuked herself, and 
considered 'whether it would not jo* rhaps be best to lx* con¬ 
tent ■vrith the Shakespeare and to let the Tennyson go. 
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‘ ^Vhat ’sihe matter, mums ? Don’t I do it right ? ’ said 
Theo anxiously. 

His mother looked up nt him. 

‘ Not so, well as the other.’ 

‘ Let ni(4 try ug.iin.’ . lie eleu'Ihed his Ifands, and his 
.o\ver«ja%v tr«i iklsd slightly. ' I a ‘;7/ g.-t it, hut it is difUcult.’ 

‘ I eryi^ect yuu don’t i|uiti;' unds-r,stand it.’ 

The question rising in her iniuu' yas, ‘ Dei I wish him to 
undeTstand rit ? ' 

‘ Wait a iiionv nt, d'lieo ! ’ she aidiled. 

He sto..d, gazing at leT s\itli li’i, hright .oTiel e.vgifT eyes, 
full of eonlideiieo in le r pow i t an(U\Mll tu'- lieljs him. ^ Art'era 
pausi- sle‘ ei aitinu'sl : 

It s lil>:*e thi'.. \\heu y o ,are Z,i iTTtt ns i 1 1 a lot oi he ljj 
from peoplo. \ iola is sui.dl' r ^'hau you, an d .wa nts ms'ire 
h»lp tliau.yi >11 d' >.’ ' 

I sir'uld ratlii r thii*k shi' do/ .,, mums ! ’/I'hi ei interpel¬ 
lated, ’.vith a eons'ietion th.it si.ui'id. d .almost injur-ah 

' lint hossesaT hig .and h'lNS' is'i ,,|,1 We uhvays need 

help, e\'(ay' riiH; of us. I d> i, fat’|i> i’ doi s, fat uistaiiee.’ 

' Dovs fa1 leT ? ’ 

Ahes. \\ '• 11'd th'- ]nl"t. l^shiI '•>, \"u knoss’, must haye a 
pilot to hring til'an -.af' ■ i nt' > p' 'i| h s( lU le i,inc wh' > und' rstanels 
the curviaits, tie' ehaiiiiel, \vl|V is- the sai"lhauks art', and 
wh'-rc th're's d' ' |i, ^oo'l y.ut'T th:it/\sall take^the shi]) 
safiely. We all ui,al.'' a \oyags thr"Ugd('lihs Jhit that isn't 
eyerythiiig. W h' li yi' gi'.isv old e.atamly, ami it may be 
long Iiefore- that, w jiase to ni.alee iluotlna' samages W'l' 
don't live down here for e\a i'-y 

' I se's ! ini' rji et' d '1 1 1 ' ■' I gras’el 

‘ .And Nsh' ii til'- nioui'.nt eiOni's I'h start - y.ll, we do want 
a heljiing hail'd tli' ii, nio-t ay fully. 

‘ I should think so ! ’ sai?l /I'h' t'ill y,'th seilenmitv but 
y ith' lut any fipr. 

’ W e can't tak'- any one ibr au\ thing with us. W'e tust 
have to nip off alone. That dieross th'- laar there' 'll hie some 
one to loeik after us, take chjirge of us, guiele us across the 
water to the port we ’re l.ioundi fsT. '' A’ou know v-rho that is ? ’ 

' Is it God ? ’ ' 

' That’s what we belitjverf and* that's what Tennyson 
believed wdien he wrote thi4 piece. He was an old man 
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then, but*yoii see he wkntcd the helping han^, just as I 
should, or lather weiild, iff we h.id to be 

Thei| stuud in sdeiiee a uiinute. Then h^ said : 

‘ I sav, mums ! ’ 

‘ Well ? ’ 

I do jolly well hope 111^)116 of us ’ll haeo' to go fe'r (H'er so 
long.’ 

‘ So do I ! ’ 

Mrs. Deiizil was not Inghiv mi.'iginatwtb slig ■was very 
happy and she sp'iko *1 pi ,| ,■ seriiaislw e\en earnestly; but 
she' se a 'fc gp\’i ^'11( (1 by a f i '< h i ig, u ii ri aso 11 al ile' ei i (ji i el* yi g \'ery 
pre\*alent in tlje nyik. o|^ tho h ippy. :i f. . hug tliat things 
miJst last as^th<'\' wefe e', i d 1 le'i’, .Vs the' iiiiseralih* and un¬ 
fortunate fe'ol (f.-J^'at-’V t la (listless, so do the yiyuus feel 
eh iji eate d t' > j' 'V . I'.iliia f^' ti/|| was eiinseaiiis (if a es'arrii 
St'MvU and of tin-,tin line Cri'al Soiijcitie out¬ 

side', l.K.'Viind, wh(i had t^a' po's. ir^ t-1 surroii U<-1 her vith 
blessi.'d s< ('llI'ity. 

' \.w, Jdii'o, old lioy, tr^- again!’ slic aoMed. ' .Vnd 

tiling (if ahat wi ’es' Iw'i ii talking nlioiit. tliat I'ei n a man 
hire father lie'Come's almost .-v- ht 1 l<' Vi-la in llis nioi^iiait of 
frossing the bar. 'hhink of whal le' nei id-e, and what lie 
believes he \^ill ha\e.' 

‘ It •says “I fallow, ” miinis ! ' olis-reaii Thiei, with a 

.|ue&tioni^ look in^iis eyi s. 

^ ’ \\ hat lie kiiojvs\j|i' w ill ha\ e,’ *liis jiioflu r eoriv'i'ted 
herself. 

And Theo till'd agfiii aial dnl \ er\' iniieh In tter. 

In the I)en/,il hoiisihold flry Inmlied at lialf-jaast 
twelvi* buV that day, uliiii the tialfdioiir struck, Deir/il 
had ncit ri tiirmd,. I'aImT esaited ten minutes, wondering 
a ^tfe 'what had^ yeeoine of her husband. She was just 
(getting uji to gi^ aloi^' into^lffi' dming-roum, su|iposing 
that^ he must ha\a' beidi detaineil bv siiine sudden 

busyiess at the Ismte'iss',' vh' n th' ri' was a ring at tin' 

bell. In a fn (inieiit I’l ppo, the IlianSI'iwant, earne in with 
It nob'. It was freim Deii/.il. 

Dr^M^EST Ed, — I shan't be back ^or lunch—kept by some 
bujinesIS. I ’m sorn." I couldn’t lej you know sooner. Bless¬ 
ings on you and the brats. Ye Franzl’ 



158 


the; FRUI'iti i. VI.-MV 

Edna held this note very dose /to her lace, tlfl’n took it 
away and Eroked at Bcppo, who st ood near the door, with a 
cahuly seri/sus ex})ression on hi^^y-atlier largr- aiid|much- 
sh a o d eo u n 1 1 ■ n a 11 e e. 

‘ Who brought it, Bejip" ? ’ 

‘ Ci'rlinu, SigiM/ra.’ 

Catiuii) was a pag/' in Sir Tlieixl in's si iwice. 

' I)av\'(‘r<> ! I'an luiiig in lundi.' 

Again sip' hi'M till' Ill'll' near tu p, p los's. 

‘Ifiiw awfully ill'gibli' di'a.r cal Truii'/i is getting,’ slie 
tip iiiglit,’ as she- lexaiiiiip'd his 'blessing-, nn '\ajy v.nd tlie 
lirats.' 

BipiP' lift tip' I'lHini. \^itll 111 sharp tuiii pii tlir- Ip'ds 
and sHghili strntiing gait, but ifaj 'nut f<sllo\v liiin 

irnrip'diat'ly. She kip'W U'S why Imi, :is id p- gaz <'d atdier 
linsliand ^ du\^|[^^;^rd tiniliiig ''<'r;|.\i, I, ,'Uid s*^ up lgy?flMi*ture, 
a iM'euliar 'lud aluiu-S ip rci' t'* 7 i,|, I'ni -s lilE'd Ipt Ip-arl. 
Suddi'uly Ip I' uuaguiatiun a\vu(, ,.^ Bp' up'aning uf 

]'iussi'ssii-u hud tip' up aiuiig I f t i^■'praiig up (|Au\S'Vjng in 
her iniipl. 1 b i' ei m \ ir eitiuii I'ulli lillh' Tip" eatiP' tu Ip'T 
rneiuurN' and Ip r !'•'Ui f' ivl abh■ ' S- > du 1 ! ' in re-ipuiisu tu his 
broush 1 ‘X pi'i s-,p ii, I uf h'lpi I Tu 1. h ui'oe h 'I p ' liad I p'uh 11 p n ,! 
Fraii/i and thu lit', 'its! Wliat Auuld liju hu \Nitliuut llp'in'.'' 
What wuiild shu hr if tip y \'.u;u tu pi'uss [he liar bi'fr.re her, 
w itip lilt Ip 1' 

' Luip'h IS T'l ail\', sigiiura,' ali.u r\isd't'iJ, ip,,, pufting in hjs 
liC'ad. 

Edna ]ti'ir/il '-tartud. 

‘ I 'ni puining.' 

,Shu I'lit s|u\', ly 1" thu il i ii ng-ruuni earrying Inr husband’s 
si.'i'aNs 1 in Ipr hand. And '■h' - urupp,. li it ipi against a ppppisr- 
Jii it ami 1' 11 ik' 'd at i I I'diil- sla itr'. 

That lUuriiiiig .Sir. Tip I'll VI- wi i^t uuf, ridingi' with tlie 
Fri'iieli Ainl lass.-ul ir and saw lU'iu living at t'l'uti iCelle. The 
\\eather r\as lirilliant, tlip h irses wrie in gi'r'at spiirits,. A 
guod gallop, and tip- sight uf i man winging hisbvay towards 
the Allinn mountains, wliib tips swarthy rarrctiiirl i/W 
Ca.stflU in the wine carts stared'fr<arn their hooded morns 
with half-contemptuous, hall-indignant eyes, then lay down 
to sleep again on their cloiks and their sacks, had out 
Sir Theodore into unusuall- good-humour. He was still 
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young enough, nnd still Vicalthy enough, to know the shi'er 
joy of the body, just no\Y and then in a favourf?ljh'' Ijnur, to 
be doii^inated by it, und tj|Asnap his lingi rs at the nirlancholy 
♦claims of the mind and rmc stsul. Such an»honr la had just 
hod in the Can^jiagna. aia jl as he \Mdl;cd licJitly to liis library 
he hummetf the <1'lici. .u -11 niii.'* < d a \ isnia sc wadz, wjthciut 
thinking, as so'fdtcn, ‘b|lM-,t \'iciin.i,’ Fcchng jilea>anlIv 
inclined for a few minute.|, ,f r, .t, In ojt down in a big ehaiv. 
stretedied oUt his lisiid, alnd laid lo'Id of the nearest bonk'. 
It chanced to be lul iv}' i t'es.-ws /, and he cijjciii il it at tin’ 
chajiter whu-e I’liele .fiik I'.hka takes (llvniii for-his lirst 
hnnking expedition in tk'^‘ foi-og of (he t'aiieasus. As he 
read he S'aanedVti i m i- the Ale\'- 1\ ing on 11 w h' rbage, ( n srnell 
the lowdyiifg sne’ke fi'oin' (he eliinniev., of tic- A'ikage, to 
he^jr the burl: <sf tlie , sg^ r 9h,w , and the liunt(a''s iri\a .cation. 

l'e^^h'>#!Wfl^P*H(id 1 lie sojii I ■ ;i .■III., gii n as li fto] (o the 
shoulder and the linger f/'uinl (he tneger. And again an 
unusually \ 11:11 aen.#,,f f/e li:,,' b. t him. ]\ was 

nhneist tis^f ,a eimd.froiii o/fn,-. dc. rl |.|ae.-. i.p eouie rolling 
oee.'rtT, blc/w oil hie f,.|e. , eallliiig him from molitalion, and 
boi iks, a I ol th' ■ : 1 b u I'd i 11 ' . wf aoe i . I \‘, (,, a hf'.' stinging with 
bloisil niid strong \'. ith ae 1 |..y. 

.V kiioijk on 111'.' do..r roealllal him. 

‘ Aeganti ! ’ he saifl. 

(’arlilio, the }'i:*ge, (aitei'i'd, Ih ^\as a \ er\' email hoy, 
with a cf^e-erop]M.i^lH ad, .-t ii-if n .■‘‘foatiu'o.,, an.l honeet, 
Rut rather ymxious d.iilc eyas. " SI am hug bv the clrn-ir 
he said :* 

‘ II Signor Deiizili ! 

‘ .Sittmar ^leiizil V 
Siseignore.’ 

•‘♦llfing him at once. Carlino. 

' SissigQi ue.’ 

'What an anxious' exjFi'e. .doll that lilile chap has I ’ 
theiught Sir Tlieridore. md for the hmt tinm. as C.arlirm dis¬ 
appeared. 

In a mometit he relumed with Donzil coming .sFavly 
behind him. , 

‘Good moyiing, Francis. Stop t.s hmeli. \s’oa’t you? 
It’s nttirly time.' 

beixzil gave his hand nnd grijiped Sir Theodore’s, and 
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there was a sort of fierceness in his grasp which almost 
startled his' friend. 

‘ If I stay Ir must write a note t^> Ed.’ 

‘ Of eisurse. Carliiui will take i*'"'. Write it here.’ 

Carliu')'nariaitval l>y the d'K .r, gazing at Sigtor Denzili, 
while Di'tizil h t hiiiiscli d^v, n in tei th<- revolving chair in 
front'eif tlw writing-tahlr. 

‘ Fr.’tneis, ms' loy, ssmr \'oic.' i s ^Iwclang this morning,’ 
added Sir Tluvid'ce. 'Ymi riei lly must be ti'Catcd ami 
kn oek eft all sneiking fia a time.\ I .agis e with Edna, and 
I shan’t t(;in[>t \s m any rimre.’ 

‘ N",’ s.aid D' nzil, huskily. 

lie harisd his h ft t'-mph- aga'uist ht^ hfr hand, tmik a 
pen, and dn-w a sh'-' t ip.tsp'ipi ■r t.>^v ards him. Tlnn 
he stared at his fri' ud, and ad<l'# 1, .nhiiusldn a svhisper ; 

‘ I ’rn g' iUig Im If tissil ''h.' j 

Bending viu-y h n\ (i\it tli'' t:iH;lc he hwgan to WTitc. He 
changi'il th’' p'''.iti''n id his ^dt'^ hand hiildiiig the firigi rs 
tii'ditlv against his f-.r'hisad ahid thi' thumb r.ut ■-t i-<teh« d 
against his ch's-k. d'h'- liiigi rt inadi' fur tlf misniivnt li surt 
rd pcnth'iusi' she Id alinx'' lii-i p}' .'^ir d’h>'sdisre I'H’kei'l 

at himyiarrusvl}’. th'n hpuki'd assay. 

' Is tlwre ans’thing up with hdsancis ? ’ le- thnught. 

11 is mind Went t'> tie- Mipnii'h appi lint inisut. ^Surely 
nothing cmild has < guna wti aig in e"nficetii m with that. 
He disinissi.d tlw nk a as uh .prd. Pis^sahly tlvi^had been 
some business at'th'' Erdiassv sshicli had wearied Erainds, 
or wisrried him. J.unch, a talk, a --p", not a sinnke I — 
would juit him right. 

Deu'zil thrust his unte unevsjuly into an ens-elufn', tj-ied to 
close it, fail'd; th'.ii ssith .an nld d'-lilieratiini ts>ok the 
paper out, siuMidlicd it svith sar'-, adjiistkd it neatly m,thc 
envelope, shut, addrassi el,^ and Insld t^iir enveli;>]si' out to 
Carlino, wdio ap]‘>rilaehial witE staring' eyes' to reeelve it. As 
sr>on as he had g"iie mit l)i ii/,il, leaning fnrwaird in his ehair 
against the writing-tuhle, with his arms Is'ing upon it, tulncd 
his hc;ul tosvards Sir Theoduta', and said : 

‘ Iheo, Celine here, will yor 1 ’ 

Sir Theodore came. 

’ \Miat is it ? What "s up v.ith you, Francis ? ’ 

‘ Sit doovn.’ 
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Sir Thtiodore sat down in a chair beside^ his friend. 
Uenzil leaned feaward for a moment, staring down at tlie 
blijttifi^opHd across wliiehdiis anus wen/ laid.* 

' \Vluit the di uee cah be the matter ? ’ thought Sir 
Theodore. ^ 

An unpleaisant cone iiO ion th;it, it svas soinelhing .‘^•rioiis, 
desirerately serious, took hold on liim. Deiizil ^tjokesj 
up. 

' Theo, I’ve come hon- to t' II y iu somrthirie.’ 

.Agaiii he stand d'wm at tie- bl .1 ting-papei, ...n which 
was the patt’^rn of his nof( to his \Mfe, 

'VesY^ 

‘ Ed is not tecAnoW- till afE r 'J'hursdav.’ 


' ^Vllat is it ? Ut'tliing bad, 1 hope Y 

.'jir Tln/odon- drew his eE'iir closer loins friend. 

‘ Jt's pfeVId-'^arU-foi' nnr, aiTtl Ed. and the— my —tl^e 
t)rals.’ 

Sir 'riii odiire laidfi hand on Uei W S I 

‘ Wdiat y; it, Fral^■'is Y ' ^ ^ ^ 

D^n/.il put up hie hand and took ,hold of his throat., I 

kcTit his hand there. ] 

‘ .Soim thing serioUsh' wrong theisr, Francis Y ’ e p 

Deli/.il rnalds'd. ^ 4 1 < 

‘ Gowd God! Bui—not—not the worst Y ’ ^ ^ ; 

'The s'.orst,' wTi^spi isil l)eii/i|. K. S ^ ' 

Sir Tln'fTdoi'r' sprai*j{ u]i and turneii*a\sa\'. S ^ ^ 

‘ No. no ! he muttered, ' No,*no ! C'u\ to * 

helie\'e tliat ! ’ ^ A' ' C 

lie \\ent towards tin- \\indo\v, stood still for a I®i05i^nd ] 
came Uack.e, 

‘ How can you kpow Y ’1ie asked, /vith an odil I’oughness in 
Ifi^^nranne-r, and au^ almost threatening smuid in his deep 
’ftjice. 

' Ides ! ’ said Denzil. 

‘ Illervyn Ides Y ’ 

Sir Theodore felt .Something cold run threiugh him, almost 
4ike a cjuiek trAkle of icy water. 

‘ You ’ve lioen to Mervyn Ides ? This morning ? ’ 

‘ Ye|.’. . 

‘^He examined you ? ’ ' 

Yes. It ’8—Kiancer of the lary^Tix.’ 
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There ■^vas a lung silence. Sir Theodore br^ke it by 

6a\aiig : 

‘ What is I(:>'s gs,ing to do ? ’ 

‘ 0[i<Tat'‘—I'mlay morning.’ 

Again till- silioiC'- foil. At h.'ngth Denzil said : 

‘ led 's not to know till Thursday ’s o\ or.’ 

‘ Why ? ’ 

' "I'lioo’s birthday.’ 

‘ Oh. FraiH'is -Francis ! 

Sir Til'Si(iMr<''s fac- york' d. 

Hut ■''iiii can’t - it's imp'' ubb' ! Xi), Francis—no ! ’ 

‘ Oiir last day \sith the brats hajijyu’ 

‘ ()h. Frainas, < Fi chaii ! 

Sir T'.'aa-d'aa- ]iut one arm almnst a\'kwrrdlv roiitid liis 
fri end’s sh'iiildi r. t'M.k it s'siftlv away aii’^ wa nt out of the 
roiiiii. a\s ill- sliut the d "F li'- laiine u|i' ir't'rdi>res. She 
had just 'returned frem a walk,with Lady Sarah on the 

T> ■ n 

I'mcKt 

‘ Doloretta ! ’ la- ex.Fuined. 

' Then ! ' :dl'' ga / ed i III O hu face, ' ( Ml, Tliei i ! \\ hat is it ? ’ 
II 1 ' rnad'' an eff. al s. i painful that it si.eiu' d t'j dri\'e the 
blood {fwa\' fi' 'll' his h' ar1 . 

‘ N' 'tiling. Feell I', a I kuig y 
‘ With Lady Sarah.’ 

' I ’ye had a galt'p. Sa\"ia \\,as ilyingu Old I .ei .iiaialo 
ought to ha\a’ ii's.n i.h<ri' to sii’ bin- right a\itiy to the 
Alban mi'untaiiis';’ 

ir e turii' '! and ^V'■nt back iiit" the I'braiwu 
‘ Fralieis,’ h' S.aid.' 'May l)"l"r''1ta klnw ? 

‘ Ref'T'- F'l y ’ 

‘lie'll saye y"U. bn s will si,\e yell. Tie’s the best 
man th'-n' is. 'N’cii ’\'i t'lig years b' f"re yeii.’ 

‘ With' 'lit a laryn.x ? ’ ' 

‘ But - the "p' r.iti'iii is for'cjmplele reift'.yal ? ’ 

‘ I don’t kndw yt.’ 

Sir Theoih ire sat heaxdly di.i\s'n. 

Outside in the distanei; a .Tajiaticse gong seunided delicately 
‘ "What are wc g'.atig to do ? ’ suxl Sir d'heodore. 

The gong meant tliat lunch was reiuly. Dolores would 
be waiting. At any moment she might come into the room 
with a ‘ Then, aren’t you coming ? ’ 
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‘ I ’ll l*ve lunch,’ whispered Dcn/.ii, gettingpijf from the 
writing-table. 

‘ ivith us ? With Tld^retta ? ’ 

‘ It's the only tliiiig. N'ho k-op on, stic+c to the ee cryday 
matters, cateli^hold of all 1 can.’ 

' (')f nn^’ said Sir I'le oi|oia-,* 

Tie (h'l.V Deif/il’s arm tlirougli hi- and thsy hsft tint rciom 

tr>ne‘ther. 

■ l>>h u’lstta will ginos tlr i'o is somi tlnnt^n' Sir ’I'haodisre 

said in a low, uiiiwsn jioi<'i', a^ tin y -.t.1 m tic no\t rosini. 

' TelJ h'si^niv throat 's a bit sois' tln n. Afl*r\sards —• 
we ‘Jl (alT: about hridar' - I mn-.t consult ea.ii.’ 

Tlcv found ^toh^'os iiiTlc faitlcT room. 

Sins ero,;fod «1).-^.ul willi goiilla coulnilil e, ,Sln folt for 
hiyi almo-,t an aTfsation that •,li'*kin 's. In' nmi's e-mig' 

.', 1 '^ to Mu n'lS No oui ■ 1 1 me r^'t 'in- . 1 at hi ; ' -t- ■[ i a'^ "-J n 
<lid. Ihit she kojit Ihi', r*at to In r ■ If. 

■ 1 Nu' bi'.sn*bu\'ir#g a pros nt forlitlk' 'I'Ino,' sin- said, as 
tln'\- ws'iil^into tln'»<lmme-rooni. 

'^*( 10(1 of \-ou ! ' said I )' 11,' 11, 

,Sln ' h s da d r^ lUlid . 

‘ \’our throat ! ’ .^In- ^aid. ' Voii ri'all'r n^mt do soTinstliing 
■for it.' 

‘ 1 'tu gome to^ It IS ratinr soi-,-. Wdiat dnl \ ou got t'l 
spoil Tin-' 1 \mI h 

‘ .V whi[>. Vo p ri^nr' I sass him [iroiidly on a poii_\' in tins 

Beu’ghoso. Ills 's got guito a g.l*so,g ah- ady. Ilow he '11 

enjov liiuisolf in 1 ln'^'',us"ln.eli's (iaiti n at Muunsh. 

Sir Thot m 1' ms fts iW m il. 

DoJtiri'S •■haiigod tin' (■•on\i-r-atii;ii. Sin- had imt rm arit 
to npoi't hiT hild'alid. *1 toiibt || -^', ho was tlillikllig of tl|o 
^dif’lv Koino \‘.ho|ijho l)iin.'.ib NMTo goiio. lint Ihoiigli sho 
rpiiisklv l.ii'onght jip ai*'tln r to|iTT, Inr lip^ tiehtouoii for a 
rmanront, and an almo .t liatd r “ *1: ''ill 11' ■ 1111'' 1 1''i‘ fiiF- ■. 

rjut wln u the Itoii.'ils woi'o goiio, \'. In n lIioy woi'o safoly 
away, sic fcould make 'I'ln'o forgot, tho hours m tho \ ia 
Vciiti Settoiiilu'is. Soiin liow slio N'o'uld toaoh liiiii to ^.rgot. 
,Slns would h«d the im an * 1 )oo.s md lo\o gi \ o s'. on n n almost 

inira(^ilv>us rtscurces .She \voul<i win him back to horT 
Ouce fliose children anef their iiiotln t wcris goins she woukl 
reconcile Theo bo a charming, intellectual, cultiviited life 
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in which children would not be missed. How many middle 
ag'-d men th'Te were who were eiuite contented in such . 
life I And sifrely a man can fu^rret in time his deares 
d' ^iri- if eiilv it is nut j)ru\-uked tually by the con 

^.rmplatiuii of .aiiutliur’s |iu-,-,.-,si, ,n uf that which he lacks 
iritlierju, as Uuluii's knew, her effuite had been in vain 

Tlie iliterestmg peuple, the suIuM, bllieluts. JsicturCS 

buuks, hui'ses, Ilut )1 )ies-' 1 lut hi ny had been (af any avail, 
But —once the lOrii.'ib Were guile ! ()nee they Were gone 1 
Ah ! h uw s\siftl\' tlieii wuuld she smuuth anay the frown 
from d'lin I’.e fc irehead. >• 

Sh e sufteiK li again, iir lted as she caught at this h spe 
with resuhite h.■lllll^. And, inse,ietibl\ impelled to be 
speciallv c' rdial t" |)( n/il, she put fuith hei suft and sweot 
'jneovers uf a \ erv sennti\e and feminine Weiinan, quite 
•uipudfc'aver an I',-, aefing '.inlee,! impiihi'.' !_* out of the 
pruii 1 pt 1 ng-. uf her heart. hen : lie had iiiiexpei'tedly met 
her I Hid land 1 lef. .j-e 1 illndl he h,ad .at ulna- sen t fiat something 
lUnusiial had uceiirod, tliiuwing him int.i an uni^sual euri- 
ditiuii. Ih r qiiiek ^\'olnan’s enri'eit\' had been rou .erl. 
Now she 1111110 it a'A.iv carelessly, intent on her own breath 
if life. But I lie i.w.. nn n -.sere ahin sd si arthd by her gnist i d 
sweetness and e'.-. n uf tenderness. l)en/,il stared across at 
his frieiid. Snre|\-, in that munient uf .absenioa d'heo hsid 
not gi'.a'n Dulures a hint of his desp. rar'^' need. And Sir 
Theud ure looked at tiis wife, wund'a’ing wlietiin'r some 
intuition of t lie dreadful truth -which had almost .stunned 
him, and which imw mad(‘ the Imiir- uniiatur.al, like an 
hour ticked out bv a clock in some frighlfiil dream— had 
tiirnenl Jkt hi .irt towards J-’rancis, made him new ip lier eyes, 
ns men become to sweet woiic n whf 11 t.heirqioweTs fall tViein, 
and the child in them apjiears ;.,tretehing liatuls for suec<n.r 
to the e.aitlily Brovidenee , tlc ir ser. 

“■ Would it he hiot to get her*to tell B,d ? 

The thought shot through Ijenzil’s mind. 

‘ One woman to another ! 

Ins^nctively he had rejected Theo’s abruph suggestion to 
tell Dolores of the tragedy under w-iiich he was now striving 
tv’ith a sort of benumbed^effort, sickening and lethargic, but 
persistent, not to bend, cower, ^nk down. Heats apd 
claiUs were shootiug throtfgh his body. His eyelids and 
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hands /ingicd at mnments, and he felt os if,only by nn 
exi^usting effort of the rvill lie prcv'ented pc+spiration fr<.in 
hix'iking out liiin.^ In thr (ri and Hot**] he h;ul r<'eei\'rd 

till- iruth \^ith a eahn'^ liieh had ania/<'i[ hiinsidf, though not 
rti-'Ctoi' Id'-s, \\ li.'ii t liiiig- had b''( ti talk' d over*In t\^ ('<;n hini 
and theMoetor Ii-' li.id got«ina\* with a < piict* that was iTlvS' 
si.'renity. In»tli' hall of th'- hot' 1 It- hail nist ^vo ladies 
S', horn hi' kni'sss aiid "U'' of his o\sn aoll. .igui-s. Ilf ^ lad Iteen* 
ali^ to spisak t(i tli' in, to Miiih' at siiiiii' johe. He had said 
a Word to th.‘ hall poll' IS As h'' wait assas-^lie had lookc^ 
nt the fi^uitain, tie' li.'eeare l''Uiigiag li'"ad';' jt, a yelleisv 
lyotor*passing diiseii le .i \oiuig red-hau'i‘d man with a 
m< an 'I'lr. 

‘ W' ll,* le *■ IS ! ’ soiii' lliiiig him that he had said to 
hi II iso] f_ .IS III- fi'i 'ssi'd tli 4 ' I' 'ad. h' ari»io III' - diniiiiishiiig le a,t 
of til'' \a ll"'t motor. ‘II ii'jJ n diut close in my thi'i^it 
ss'Ha t thousands of ne n ^ind ' 'lie n ■ ] i la 1 1 ;it 1 le ■•S'l ‘I’S’ 1 li'Tiight 
isf ! The ■m\'-t''i^' t'l solse sshi^h multitiid.^ of ,seic| g i fiis 
men arc gnmg.'dl tlw worl.ing hours of fleir hs*'c,s| ddie 
l*frror *\ Inch h.as cost f h'' f".i'.1 - uci of animals in numerate 
—usclcssh' ! 1 c;iiTy it al'iny 'is ith me tiow as I walk, part 

of me, just n]i here, closi' to lie air and tie' sun a nT tha t blue. 
And noil'' 'if tle-o p. o|,l.' kieiw. .\nil t^e'iigh I Ini'isss he-re 
1 am ssalkmg as lonels' .as ii'oi.'lI, r''''linL,'' U'l sharp pain, jnst 
a bit hoarse afel \"i<'' hos, but able t. ■ d" my work, t" be 
about,^o look c\actl\' as mnal. •Tie r'- g'" s that I.'usu.'ni 
eli.up, Karos slA' !'gis'es me liE usnahsmilmg ss.-ig laf tlie 
h'sad, *iikif ,a Jolly^chil'l, If Ic leal tme- he 'd come up and 
talk to me ahout (iorki, .'ind les'i' kiioss'. S.'is'. "Jo vous 
ai Jit ipic ssais fnmez hop.' and lien mom (h.rl.i, Es'r'nv 
instant^ pa-.s p' '.j'lc., I.oi , of ih' m look at nm. Hut not 
iii'K' knows. Nol oie.' I S' h --n-p' cls sshat I .am, ssliat I .am 
carrying along*sfith ^nr .’ 

IT' fiad esa.fi les'li copses.ns of .a faiul si'iis.-ition of iri'ftv 
fhat svas not unph .'loint t" him wle n In* siiss' a dandified 
Italian y^ut h st arc a I liis I ic, in ss Inch ssas a curious ■ >ld piaste 
jiin given t* him by Edna. 

‘ I)o_es he think he ^tin see it ? ’ he had tle'Ught.' 

And at that moment he had felt as if a dreadful *smile 
ht^slippe^ over his face. SurcH' a sort of still miadness had 
taken liim just at first. It w*s like lunacy to feel so cailm, 
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to be able te think of other people’s, strangers’, fechrigs in 
such a inornenf;' to iind amusement even in the thought of 
their ignorance of the thing he knew. ^ Ib' had deseeiidedUhe 
hill whii'h leads to the Palaz/.o Earlea.■ni puite cornfortaVilv, 
enjoying tlie warmth of the sun on his baek. But when he 
had entered the palaee, when he had s<;en Carhno at the 
well-knoyt tl door, wlieh he had heard Sir Tie 'i-lore’s ‘ Stop 
to hhieh, Ivon’t r'em ' aho\'e .all when he had rvritten tlie 
note ti'i tiis wifi;, ‘ It ’ lead liegnn to stand o\a r him. So it 
s/'enied to him. Ih' w;ls down m a pit and It was towering 
abo\'e- him.. With erary moment imw It seenierL to guow, 
ein'i.'lopiiig ercrytliing ahout lum. d’leoi, his old and ti'eyl 
friend, was in its shadow and iitteil',- ehaiige-J. Dohas s, 
too, was differimt. lie heard all that sir* said, k.new e.vaellv 
w>hat it meant, was able to answer and brSak in liiiskiU', 
Wits eonscioiis of le r aiiimafieo, and ]iecnliarl\',„warml\' kind 
manner. .\ml yet sin- set ned at imaneiits to br a galdiling 
and shrieking bioiikey, w,hh eyis and pa^vs inb;-nt on his 
thjoat. He b< gall te) Wonder, with a eoldness ef the inner¬ 
most fear, whether he was going to l>lay the coward. NerVa- 
had he thoiiyht to do that. All his tiadilions were agaiir-t 
tliat. I'Aaii Ivina surely woiiid disown him if he ' fnnkrsl.’ 
He -the real he hidden somewhere within him, like a red 
fcpark in a mass of iilaek pe.it would' disown himsr lf, 
Ner'ei'thetvs 111- felt as i[ si.inethmg \sas hegir.iiing to shiver 
within him, to ojn-n lips in orih r to h t ont.shrieks of protest, 
to search \'iolently fm a \sa}'^ d < o-ajn-, t" r-lairiour for saf<.-ty, 
careless of the cyi-s or e.-irs of any one liyiiig. IF- wanted 
to strike that thing do\Mi at once. Its deetruetion was a 
nccessit\'. But he felt its strength, its [h vm r, its rci^klessnrss 
of ojiinioii, its indeprndeiice nf werythmg e.\ee[-it its growing 
terror and relielliom How was he going to dominate it 
It was as if he In ld a dreadf "' lir e sei-iy I i!i dir- cage of his 
hatuls, mid frit it stniggling to gi^t ;u\a}', to brirst its prison, 
to show itself to (. Very onr-. 

If it did that ! 

He began to be afraid <>f liis own fear. 

‘ One woman to another ! 

He stared at Ftolores. Why was she being so almost 
tenderly kind to him to-day ? But, mo. he must telE'Ed 
himself, wdien the moment came. 
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Sir Theodore scarcely said a word, llis undtTstandiiig of 
thV meaning of what Denzil had just tokf him was with 
eviVy mommt beesm^ng more terribly c^mph te. In the 
library he had kriow\lit1le of it. Ibit now—his beautiful 
room had l^ecome fiiglitful to birn. Every olsjeet his (W’es 
rested upon loeiked stark, tis if It had been stripped of that 
which had fifrinsrly made it attraetive, or beautifin, and now 
af»peured in a natiso' dreadfulness, like a skeletiui dejfi*i\e(3 
oftthe tlesh that once mad*-' it a body ; wvery object, except 
1 )* 'lores. 

Cpuldi*'t she li' Ip ? 

t AliAost for the lirst time in liis life, perhaps for the lir.st 
lime, he tlaVigliT of he7 for a moini-nt as sh' lter. 

\Vhen*th'-fc g u|' from hmeh le- snid to h'-r : 

‘ What an- ton goini^to d.', l)ol<i^■tta t 

Rest a liWle. And then I meant to p^aetl.^e those rniiigs 
of Ra\'ers. ] )o yon x'.^mt nn- ? 

■She laiik a se>#t of genth- st r<Vs on the lTs| W'srds, and 
hr r ga/elledike . yes lieeaiiie full of a melting ist fnlnesv 
• Eraneis ainl 1 ha\<- go? to h,i,\ e a t.ilk. And tlien—mil, 
1 shall kii' >\\ \\ h'-i'e t' > liiid _\ ■ 'll.’ 

' .‘\iid Eraneis t‘ >* ".h'- 'aid. 

Again Denzil stai'eil at h'-r. \'o i|ideriiig. 

i\-hen the tw'^nien ui.ri; in tie hbrars again Sir d’lieodorc 
grasped hi s fif ^id's h.and puiekly. 

‘ k’leflieis ! ’ he sai<l. ‘ I ’m be^*im]iiig te>- 

He droppi'd*!ten.nl's hand. 

‘ Why (hI sue hjl ling-, e. line upon us ? ’ lea exelaimod. 

His vi'iee rvas harsh and kilter. 

Ne\ ('r on yon, 'I'heo- -h t ’s hope.’ 

Sir Theodore l.iMk'*! at his fre nd. He \'>.iiiti fl to be ahale 
Jt,'» say, with truth, ‘ Itatle r on me than you ! ’ thinking C'f 
Denzi^’s life afe? hi^; ambit kifi still to be gratified, jicrfeet 
honie'happini^s, ehildiiMi, fhe iiiothi-r who was the wife —Hie 
tnded career, the ehildless le.arth. Rut his sonl was saying, 
‘ Rathcr»you than me.’ And, even in that nioiient, he was 
unable to hnagnne such a catastrophe 'jccurring to himself, 

‘Frances—sit dowi*,’ 

A ^manservant brought in uoffem When he had gone 
Df Bzil said : 

You must come very close*to me,* 
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Sir TheodAre^^’anu?'. 

‘ I must try to arrange things, not to forget anything that 
concerns—them.’' 

‘ Ides can do anything. He’s m.'^vcllous. He cuu uu 
whjit no other surg'Sin can do. He ’ll save 

‘ Perha;is, af any rate, for u time. I trust him thorouglily. 
But let ii'<- spi-ak about arraiig'/ments.’ 

Sir Theodore maiao llrcl .at the ap[iar<'iit srTt nity of his 
friend. It seemed to him mendlblo. \'<'t there it was. He 
did not thoroughly realise that l)en/,il, with a sort of almost 
dull fixitv r/ purpose, was trying to fasten his m'ind lyoon 
things, t> gri[) subjects with his thoughts, to doik'e hit 
demon. 

’ Give me t.-nr; ! 1 ’ll as- i t myself if or-'y i can gain a 

lilTle time ! 

tt was a Sort of dumb prater thrust up to dhat'wer h-d 
set It in his thV' >at, 

‘I’ll l>e true to iii\ s ff and tr.S' lil loifuily help me 

tltfoiigh this lilt of tini's ju-t this bit 1 ’m in no\s, I’m 

hard pressed just iiovss (h\'e me a hand o\s r this rougfi 
j>iece of ground, and 1 wo|['t fah. I ’ll stand and face it.’ 

‘ I 've made m\' v ill, of .s,urse. d’lii re's not s'ery much 
to leave— 

And so on, alncot in a wlnspei. And as ths whisjiermg 
continued Sir Th od,,re h'gan at la d, fully to grasp the 
whole nieaiiing of tie- nratler. Francis ;vas —porlmps, he 
clung on to tlrat jierli.ips g'iing to di .app.'.ar. Ivina might 
soon be a widow, the litth- ones, tie- lusds, datherh ss, and he 
without his friend, lb' looked at I’raneis, The truth 

seemed inerrdible, 'J’here was no (drange in F’'anci.ds 

appearanec. He did lad haok ill. VJnl\' the whispering 
sounds betrayed his i;oinli(ion. A ssa'.'e of nse sympatiu'' 
went through .Sir Theodi.u-e, a' li. iss; ih sir to lae psiteut. 

Will you, Theo ? Will you Idok after them -if it comes 
to that ? ’ 

‘ Can’t you see that 1 will.’ 

‘ Yes. You kinsw rnv ideas about how a buy should be 

brought up. The little girls-’ he ; topped. ‘ Ed knows 

better than we do all they need. But Tiico will want„a 
man to see to him. May I constitute* you Iris guardian’ in 
odoc of the worst ? * 
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iFritnois, I-' he looked at the tall jviftdowf, lor a 

nliTOeiit. ‘ P’rancis, put everything, evetything you caret" 
int'f my hands. My liie is pretty t inj)ty ilow. If — well, it 
may be piuch emptii^ pri'Sently, thofigh God grant not. 
Fill it lyr hy me ns much as yni ran with duties that v'iH 
be of some u.O‘ and le-iii litT.'i Ihi in. I love tlren"^ That’s 
all I need tcAny.’ 

‘That says everything. That \ uhat I wanted.’ 

Presently Deii/il \vhiyi< isT ; 

' That seems all, is g nsls their future.' 

n ere ^us a |eng sih iH e IM t\o . 11 1 Ik‘ two frieirls. At last 
Sir Theodore broke it hv saying ; 

■ ’I'ou K'ant ka*n it to yiiurself till Thursday is o\-cr, you 
can't.’ 

' I am geing’t". b(e-*km)\\s that,’and agis-i s,’ 

^ You eaii't'di t it.' 

‘ l)(sing it \sill help tm- ti emeiidoii I\', It ’.s^s, ,uiel mug to 
grip < 'll t' ’. li\ 

' Bn^ Edna--mmi Ijnd "ut. .She is ms (ini* \rith 
t*raneis. And rsemen ha\s.' an *'lni'''t m'/'tieal kni'r\ledge 
"f things sonirtinies,’ 

TIis mind was lixed entirely ,.n Fdila# Uen/il as he said 
that. 

‘ And the shi lef; 1,. I.cr. .Sh e will ha\a.' iK.i time' to prepare. 
She will 1 (>se‘ tlsHsc da\e^.’ 

‘ To'se^l Chain th^m, if I hold .ait* 'I’wo me.re hapjiv d.avs.’ 

‘ But te,^ ha\’e to faer I'l idae'Mistalitlv ! 

‘I lieli'We it ’■» tull. r. I kn'i\^ she'll f.iigiec nie f(jr 
de.ing it. d'ell Ik r -and idl the l.rals are kn'king forward 
t(.) isr d’Jiursday musi g.I enijldn’t ask a woman te. help 
through Avith ip, kno\fing. IT'U led ei.iildn’t come up to 
tJe* scratch. 

‘ I nsjist g<a and si e»Iih s,’ 

‘ I wish you wi aiM.' 

.Sir Theodore cleared his throat rnspingly twice, then 
suddcnly^eursed Iiinisrlf for having done it, .An acute pang 
of ncurfdgia*seemed to impale' his kirain. 

‘ Whercr—where is tke operatie'ii going to take place ^ ’ he 

« 

know yet/ There’s been no time to think. I 
daresay Ides——’ 


gotovt. ^ 
, 'F don’t 
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' It must ’ia^e pleice here,’ Sir Theodore said, Wivu ouf>xp 
decisiveness. 

‘ No, Theo.’ 

' It must 1 ’ 

I Couldn’t - Di >I'sres I Think or Ivt ! 

At tha), nioiiK tit the distant s.hund of a piano was audible. 
Sir Theodore turned his head and hstoued hlr a moment, 
^floldres \s;is jiraeti^iriL,' an l■lusl\-e and ultra-niodern i 5 tude, 
e(implicjitcd, dillieult, tind full of ehdiorate delicacies. IL t^rd 
kn such a moment, and in tlie ]^ve\enee of his friend, it pro¬ 
duced upoteSir Theodore an effi’ct that surprised himsijf. 

'Dolores! ’ he saiil, and his fiii,; \ oiee \\as r<;srinant wikh 
feeling. ‘It will do her good to look thuigs'in the face! 
You htive to I'o through - that ! And can> shl- endure that 
if should happiai in In r apartment ? Is she to he afraid 
of' tlpe inteiTuptii'in in onr f'Ao us('l<‘ss ('ottoft-wool livens,? 
What ? Is it siieh a trag' d\’ t'> koe;, f k,' pi,-mo silent for a 
few' days, to go (piietly, imt to recei\'(' ‘ irtteresfing ’ people 
agd gossip o\(T the tea-eu[>s ? I do think of Dolorefta, and 
I say that she and I will h' ip you through, Fraticis, and help 
liklna through—she and I ! 

In the silence the soiiml of the piaim was again audible 
in the room. Denzil le.ani'd forward. 

‘ Theo, don 't wrong Doh in s ! ' he whisp< red. 

‘ No, no I Perhaps - ’ Sir Theodiue gi f up. ‘ Such a 

thing as this msts a man loose from his 111.1 loi i[ig^,’ 

Denzil got u[i 1 00. 

‘ You ’re not going, l''i aneis ? 

‘ Yes.’ 

‘ Where to '! 

Ilollie.’ 

.Sir Theodore ga/id at him. 

‘ You ’re naidy to face IsdTftx ? ’ . 

' ‘ I think so. I must bi'gin ou something. I can’t-’ 

‘ I know. I knosv. Put—if Ides esiiiscnts to the opera¬ 
tion hiking jihace here I innst liui e your perniissran to toll 
Doloretta.’ 

‘ Before Ed knows ? That is ancf.her reason against its 
taking place here.’ 

* It can’t be done in your Hat, becailse of the children.* 

‘ I think the Anglo-American Hospital-’ 
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4 Frffiicis, if Ides consents, let us give yoij sfi home to go 
th]%ugh it in. It's bad criungh. ^^'ith us---here—at L ast 
yoil’U feel, and Ivina -will fed, you ’re vitA those who care. 
I have a horreu- of ml^singdionios. Artd we have so much 
useless ipac*'.’ 

He sti ip|)<‘d. 

' Ides shalF deride.’ he ad-L'd. 

‘ Y' s, FL.s vill kuoNs be^i. P.ut mnyllow—thank'vou' 
olif fellow. I shan't feig. t all that 

He broke off. Lik I' a atal) thrre siaune'd efriven into liiin 

the khgiiLflit : 

‘ ITow muph long, r s^iall I b.- ab|.' to r. iiiendnu' anyt liing ? ’ 

’Shall \sc sv Dol.iretta for u niom.ait ? or wemld you 
rather m it '! * 

Deir/il hioir.ated. 

^ I ahollld like to ear' goi.(bb\-e to h' r.' 

And thi'u shall I \^atk baek \Mtli \'..u ? ’ 

I think 1 uunT eo at 'lie. I I want to g. t I'eady.’ 

; I km iw, I know,’ 

.\ erushing sefis.- of human •inp'iotrnce came down^'on 
Sir 'I’hei mL .ri\ 

If I Cl mil 1 help ! ' he til. .light. 

For an inat.ant la f. It lik.- a man suddenh'd. luHaal of his 
arms, and b. eg by the in - 1 iH' t is e d- ire to str. teh them emt 
to c>ne in sore iR. d of aff. elion. And again he said to him¬ 
self : * 

‘ Cciuldy’t l)i ill il'i tt a hi I p ? 

‘ Come, Franeim! ’ he emd. 

Gently he took r>en,'il by thr' arm and L-d him ruit of the 
rortln. •IIo\s strange, how ahjiost t'lrible, because un- 
n.atural, it seeiue.l t h af l)e nml A\alk'.d with his usuid llrmness 
Of a strong amj #thletic man 1 


eilAPTEF XII 

'DEhTziL only stayed *two or three minutes with Dolores, 
who stopped her practising, arra sat on the music seat with 
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one hand re.'^ting on the keys while she talked to him. j/4st 
as he was going u\vay she said ; 

I had a nrite from Edna. Do you really wish me tn dame 
to the linst cereini.)ny on Thursday Y Of eaurse, Theo’s a 
giK,lfather. Tliat is different. I ’rn going to look in on the 
children fn the ee'ening. But Edna has iiudted me to the 
presellt-gi'dng too.' 

(Jh, do ceiinc aial present the \vhip,’ said J)< n/.i] m a 
whisper. « 

'' dhose we^rc his last nvoiJs tei Do|(.res, • Sir d'lesidore went 
to let his friend out. When he earn'.' haek Dohiriet w.a»still 
at the piano, but she was not ])Iaying. Direelly her husbuiAl 
\vas in the rexsni she said : 

‘ Theo, wh.'tt is the matter ^^'ith Francis ' 

The matter ! ’ said Sir d'lieodorr', startled. 

Ves. I de>n t niieiii his crihi. But perhaj's I am ind'S- 
creet te> ask. ^ Niast mind.' 

She arranged the music on the (.lianu-.stiTnd, turning back 
Seg^ie lea\'es. 

Ihis l\a\'el IS fe.arfullN’ slillieiill. Most of tliesc mcalerh 
Composers are. . 4 nd e\'en when one has mastered their 
works, I d'ln t kiaiw—the result often serins unsatisfaet()ry.’ 

Ils allumai<'nt l.uen leiir jietite hinterne,’ (jiiotral Sir 
Theodon-, trying to seem inter< sted and to .smile. ‘ Smile- 
ment c’etait eoinine (S'lle drs \'ers luis.aiits. “ Elle ne 
ri-ehauffait rien et i^elairait 4 peine.” Rr.lland is*not far 
from the mark.’ 

‘ No, perhajis not.’ 

Hi' sti.iod by till.' piano, looking liorsn on per froin his great 
height. He \s:is dreading tlir- inom,'nt \\hen she- wi.add l.e'gin 
t-e) play again. Music, any miisie, .at I hat mement would be 
like an mitrage in the room Deir/il had ii,;sj left. Delons 
could nut know tlurt, yet sTiC eyidenttv’ hr'.sitated to begin 
p>la\dng. As her husband .said iiotiiing more, howeyer, she 
lifted her hands, and was just goitig to strike the keys w'hcn 
he bent suddenly and to(.>k them in his, 

‘ Don’t play any more to-day, Doloretta 1 ’ 

‘ Of course not if you de»n't wi.sh it.* 

‘■Just for to-day.’ 

’ There’s nothing wrong with the cliildren ? 

‘ No.’ ^ 
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Snnieyiing in her eyes, and perhaps something in his 
hea:V made him li->ng to ho sinct-re with IV'lieo'S at this 
monrnt. 

‘lint thrre is si anidlnny,' ho said. ‘I want to toll yisi 
what it is. lint if is normy sooi-. t.' 

‘ I see.* I *m nfraiil it’s very •ad. But I ijon’t wish io 
know it.’ 

III.; let gi > of liif hands, and sh'* gi'iillv shut up tJif' piavo, 
and, put awav flie music. "I’hu dcnc, she hesitated. She 

did not know ^\'llat slu.- \vas h' do sine^ she was not 

♦ 

gi ling to [ivaelise. 

; ifafe you anvtliing to do this afternoon, Tlieo ? ’ she 
nskisd. 

‘ \ C’s. •! 'ly going to SIC 1 )■ .el or Ides.’ 

‘ Lady .Sara ll•s\)ro| }|. loi n-la\v ! 

' I knew liiyi agio ago ^vhl n I^e was jiraetising InTe and 1 
whs a SeiTetarv of Ismliassv. lie’s an interesting feUm^'. 
We must gei him^here while he 's^n Ih.iin',’ 

He saw liy hev eyi.-s that slie had i m m. i liat ely Oomn.-eted 
TV‘*''I or Th s wit li the I huigiie had Iwt toM her, and he fi ]t^,S 
if it was his strong ih sir.- to t' lf it to her \',liieh made her 
So almost uneannilv mtelligenl at that moment. 

' Tes. I should like to know him. •Well, I will write 
some letters.’ 

Slie Wi.'ut sl»wly to the writ ing-l ahle, sat down, took a 
pen, anikheg:in fo write. ,Sir The..re li.ola d f,,r a, moment 
at till.' delieat.' tine^.f h'T long i^eek, wiJh the s.ift (hark hair 
againiK; it5 whitemos, and al her lieaiiliful lilll. head hi.nt 
over the writing-ladi|e. .Sh.‘ at h a^t was iiol suffering, was 
not, disi./med. A\ hat it must he ti.i stand l..)y and watch a 
gentle woman suffer Iv'irihK' ' 

, And tlnen suddenly Edna I teiiz.il rosi-up hefore him. And 
h'T face was h.^)^iy. ^ Ne\cr hgj he seen In r look unhapjiy. 
\\ hat Was befi^fe t hem ay ?, Like])en7,il he fell thathenn^st 
^^■t a gmip on the things of the dav, eoneentj-ate himself on the 
rnoment.^ Ides ! He must go and se'i.' Ides. 

He went* out of the room without speaking again to 
Dolores, and the last sounel that he heard t>efure he*shut the 
door was the slow scratching of her pen on the notepupor she 
^wrfs.coveritig. 

Doctor Ides was in the ho^el. Through the glass door 
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Sir Thc-odore saw him .sitiing alone reading the Tjincs in a 
quiet coriierrj.f tin- hig Imll in whirh Sihu/.i had [)lrved. 
He \vu,s \seari/ig g>>ld-rininiid eyeglassc's, and his /resh- 
cohsnri'd, elr.an-sha'.'rn fara hicked vcrv siTiniia, and rather 

*■ f ' 

il^[)a^^l\’e .as he read. I'nt Sir 'I’le ed'-reS cvi s lixad thran- 
sdves ell lii,s h.iiids. 'I'll \' \\'i'e l)ii1h heMirig tie; ]ia])er, 
large, eV'rll-'diapi d, pew i-if ill, a ml aad delieal edeMkiiig ha lid--, 
]iiyik itm; ilmir, \Mthe\ail liiigei d ipa. W'eidd they Lea aide to 
sa\'e h'i’aneis 'i 

, # 

Diiel.ir M-s I'Mik' d np sinldenlv ena-r his eyeglasses, 

wrinkling his high f'lrideaid and slighlha liirniijg his leaad 
witlnaul neoing his hed}'. He laid d"Un the .S*'wl^ieli 

he saw Sir 'L’les kL as-. 

HelV/.ll 's lli/ell \sith nie. l),.e|-|,I Uli'S. 

Sir Then, ill re’ fi It the t midi id the ilei’l T.d iiaml, drv, eis, d, 
surely rest, ii’.a1 1 V e. d'he .dnel,,)’ die \\ np, an armehair 
(5eli«‘)eralely,f,>r Ins \i>il(,r. 

‘I km.’W h’ a wae geing/ln t,ll eaai,' lea said,dll his (jiiiet, 
alneay l.azv \ , >ie,’. 

\Tle told; edf Ills eyeglass,as ar.d haul them d"'.vi\ on 'the 

'rijui's. 

‘ Jt ks had liM'.im ss ? 

Veiy bad. 1 eias afi.ael, eele n I ne t him last night alter 
dinner.’ 

‘ hhit surd V le ear ■e ni’-.s -- - ’ 

‘ It wa-.n’l tied , aiKa’, 

‘ And t,, me he |,„,l,s sa ej ell and str,’K.A, Tl -eerns almost 
ineredlhk’.’ 

^ es, \a;s. I shall ilii .all ileal ,'.ali b,- il'ni,'.’ 

’ Ha\ e yell is 1 1 ere .a g.,, nl le-pe , d s.a \ j ng hi m ? He ’s 
got a wife, little ehiMia ir. Ih- ’s jpd b,am appidiited to 

Munieh,’ ^ , 

‘ I (ImiLd ea ry mueh Nile ^i^er he ’ll lya alVe' to take nn tle,f 
app' dntmeiit.’ 

' ‘ But-’ 

‘ I hope to .sa\'e hi-, life,' 

‘Isn’t there a gre.it danger of pnaumonia after such an 
operatiion ? ’ 

‘ Not to my patients,’ 

‘ But shock to the systerri ? ’ 

* Any shock to the system will not depend on the 
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opering the larynx, but on the manipulations required 

in ilV 

‘ Al.d—exeisli.u ? ’ 

‘ It may be ii'c s^ary. I ’ni spi aking to you with absolute 
frankness, as I did t" h^n. In ni\' l"iig cxqM rivnee I has'e 
found tlert wiHi ^l(l^t pati' n^'^ jH iC' i t Miir. lity.is the 'wisetit 
p<_ilic_'y, cv(:-n sp'akiny lu'di' idly. It ei'<'at'.s that ^tilendid 
bond l)et\s’e( 11 di>ct(ir and pate nt. trust, d'le re-* iha\' J,)e 
ciasej where (Uu; mu d. held b.iek the Iruth. Mr. I)en/.il ’s 
is md one of them.' 

' You ary right. l^ut al>out Ins j.. wife ? 

‘ talked that o\s r. I (iffm d te yas home \?ith him to 
her and to lelp thiouylu^Ml li the lelhny. Hut he is .^et upon 
having eei<4aiu lull Inl.a}' fe 1 1 - i1 e s liiot.’ 

‘ Is i t riyht V • 1^ d fair I o Imt ’ 

Doctor M-'^liftsd his ey< ylas,. s, held them hetw< eti two 
rif his finyers for a rmaiieiit. laid lie iii i|o\',n ay.yii. 

' She gains —[le^iaps — a eoiiple '^f da\s id hai^jiiiiess. 

‘1‘erhaps?’ 

*‘»ManV wone i. ..... .ed ifasv to d'ee|\-e, some eanre>t^be 
dceei\-e(l.’ 

‘ Hut is it right e'.a n 1.. I iw ? 

DMy poeition was Ihm. 1 \sas oldig^d to jironounce a 
t(.-rrili|e verdiet. IJe tool: it, as so man v do, \'. ith \\ hat seeiiied 
almost inliuina*! eahmeos. Hut, le.' elame'd two davs. In 
his eisiei. HI, froiu my jioint of sy w, tlere is little reason 
whv he should ImtHiase them., I e.\p|,amed matters ineili- 
eally. * lid stili'k to those two daw, I did led e.ilisnl.T it 
within my pro\-inee to enter into Igs doineetie relations. I 
saiij so. And tie re it ended.’ 

‘ It \ssiiild lia\ e to ijid th i'e, of e. iiiros Hut 1 know Iris 
r^ite So W( 11 .' * 

Sir Theodor?/tiid^ed tie- caj-pet for a minute or two. 
Then, leaving •that suhjeet, le- hroaele d hm plan that the 
o^reration should take idii.a.' iu tie* Hal.i/,/.i.>.Hai bei ini. 

‘If—wjiich God forhid—he has to dir', let it be iu the 
home of thr^se who care for him at hast,’ he said. ‘ I know 
all the ad\'antages of hosjiitals and niirsnig-jionies. ■ i’A'ery'- 
thing reaefy, everything fruesecn and arrangrd for. There 
^3 Anillo'Americtwr Hospital* here. I've been over’it. 
It’s splendidly managed. BuJ—well. Doctor Ides, this is a 
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matter of sentiment w'tii me. I’m not a,shnmed to cruitess 
it. Denzi^ i|, my best friend. Let him bring his troutflo to 
me. I \s'ill dr)^ the best for him I can. I knr)W, of c/iurse, 
the cjU'.sfion of expense arisies. If lie li^’es he and 1 yill 
arrange it Jiefv'.i i-h us. If he dii'^—please rernem'ier it’s 
Efilely my iiffaii'. I’m betteij off at preseifl: Il(an lie is. 
Nil rses, ^o'eryt li I ng that can bi ‘ y an ted, Yoii.shall come and 
dy y h:K,yi iii like ni my apa rt nient, 1 ear mist hi ng doyn, turn 
anything out, strip walls, lloors ; nothing matters but 
p'runeis.’ 

( 

‘ Did you mention this idea to him ?” 

‘ V'< s, Of i.smrse la,' began about a iiursingdiome. rBut ’ — 
Sir The<.d,,re laid a twitehing broivi hai^il o^n I)oetor Ides’ 
sleeyia —‘ I kuow liiui. and in hia heart hs- \sr^s bciging that 
it shmild be'in luy home. His wif. tsaa '^huw she a\’ill yish 
It, y hen she kii' as s ! ' ' 

♦ ‘ J should j>ref( r the nursingdiouie,’ 

‘ Do you jJ.bsoIulely \a Jo tlie ollll l' idea ? 

After u paiiae, dining ylimh D's’lof Ides sat with his lilue 
eyes fixed on .Sir Fheoij, ,re, he sital : 

N V- I 
ISo, 

Irujiulsivdy Sir’J’heodore g. g up. 

‘ ('ome and seisMiis' .apailnieut and giss' anv directic>n3 
you liki'. Vou are ma' t< r in il 

The di 'id ()r took ii 1 1 1 iis e\a gka e.. s, a lid fo^ oNS’ed .Sir Theo¬ 
dore’s example. When h.' h id found hie sfdt gn y^hat, and 
they Were geing on^ tliroiigji (lie re\a li s mg door, lie saiel : 

‘ I’.alazzo P.arlierini, is it ? ’ 

'l es.’ 

If it is to be (h.-rea keep it nbsoluteh' ipiied beforehand. 
You kiioy lioy fm ,y people are about e'Ver\ thtng that 
hapfiens in a building they inhabit, however immense it,is.’ 

‘ Df ceairse.’ 

Abruptly tly tliought of*I)..lores came tochim. ‘All this 
time he hail imt ri iin uibered la r. 

‘ Mv wife I ’ he said. ' .She is nt home this afternooti. 
She will h.ave to know.’ 

‘ But haven’t you talked over your suggestion with her ? 

* No. She knows nothing. DenziHunehed with' us to-day, 
but he did not tell her.’ 

‘ Well, if the operation is ^rranged to take place in your 
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apartment she must be told. Perhaps she will <iot wish 
it.’ Y 

ThcY ootor sent a t^lance^at his erini{)aninn. 

'She \\ill be r< ad}- te> anslhine tlia(»ean help Denzil 
through. She is \-er}' fund of him And aln ady she sus¬ 
pects soiiif'lliiny. Sim :id;ed rtm all-r liineh \sliTit ujis the 
mutter with him*ti>-(la 

'I daresay we sliall have Mrs. l)(iizil deMiiy that too,' 
observ^tl I)e:d<ar Fh s (|ui< ll\-. • 

‘I don't know. I tltmh hVaneis- -Denzil I im'au—meant 
t<-i ye t Iiiinsidi uhs( ihiI i l}- m li.and. And le- 's a stiowy man.’ 

‘ I^respiVt him fo]- the s^ar lie took il. Itiit \se spissialists 
learn t'S rssp.ct V er^at iiefii}’ of mir palmiits.’ 

The d' Md' if siai^H il. 

' d'hat is ;i Cl nil I i^nnitmii 4>r eai'tain dotllusii >ns,’ he added, 
ns i/to coecr the #iyli. 

‘ Ti^ten wonder leov a yi’‘ at ,smy, (ni ean i.iidutf' his life,’ 
said .Sir 'I'lieod^re. ^ Worl.iny, :m h'* mint, pi rpHna^ll\- m 
the midst of di spn'a+e human anxi' l \-.' 

' 1 earns to disnios his e.isrs frojn his mind direetlv hi.sf 

■ ’(fatii'nts are ho}'ond hi-, siyhl, t" shut them mit sharply till 
the tune conn s to aniiv fur th' ni.’ * 

* ‘ Can you do that ? 

' .\s a rule, \-e,^. Real's ai',, I fi.nnd that ml^■s^ I eoiild 

• r 

manayi' to do it [ •i^nnild simpl} ha\e to ni\i' iiji practising 
as a I lii'i i.at eiali-^ t.' 

' Do yi ni liman t I’at 1* m afl' rimi nf, for imeaner, y< ni c' nild 
go, say, fift an*(s,xp<'dilji m in tin- ('.ampasma and 'njn}- it ? 

'I daresay 1 could. Him lliiim' m\' |ir'di ^-non toachcs. 

It teaehrs a man to fan |if-- and d - a‘ li, not onl\- f.jr himself 

* ■ . • 

but fcir others, rvilh (Sh. 1 laTS-e, with st' ad\' e' 'ss.’ 

_ ^ije^lifted up one In^d. 

^ iTliis hand rnnsf m \-ir tr< nilih .^Sir Tln odure. I have 
to bear thAt in rnTnd. Put. tlif faet th.d a siue' on must 
possess complete self-coutiol dors imt exehnlr the possi¬ 
bility of his jr^ssessinga certain amount’—the doct.ir put a 
faintly ironic stress on the last two wori.ls—‘ of human 
sjmijiathy. I ^now persci^iallv wh.at throat troiil>le is. ^ 
was once thought to be dying of a disease of the throat 
mys(^f> . * 

‘ You! ’ 
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‘ Yes, itliroat consumption. For nearly a Viar J waa 
away on tfie Cotsw’olcl Hills and never once spoked 
‘ Do you rAilly mean that you,did ii<>t utter one \’f>rd ? ’ 

' Not oin',’ returned the doetor^n his lazy voice. 

At this’mone iit tie y re;n-li'd llie entrance to die garelen 
in freail orile- Palazzo n>arl)'‘ziiii. 

‘Hi lat's to be done alioiil mv \iife ? ’ sraid Sir Theodore 
as th' V I limed in. 

‘ I’crhaps sliu will ha\e geim; Mut.’ , 

‘If she’haMi'tV The trnlh l^,that Denzil evidently 
thinks .Vr>. Denzil should not les ke[)t in igienami'e^ and my 
w'ife know.' 

‘ Tally Caniwiig.- eei tainly wilT h:i\'e<o IaIow if the opera¬ 
tion is to.'ake place in le r .■i[i;irtnieiit,’ 

‘Perhaps I iieed'ii'l I'll her hll I Irme'ocu D'lvzil aijain, 
and l:■X|ll.alne(i. d'len le' isan ih eid' wle tin r it would not be 
best to te'l hi'. ife .at oliee,’ , 

Tina- Were .at the f.i.'.l of tie' big -toiv stainsaxe. 

■ He will not tell Mrs. I leii/il till .a ft'T Till I rxd.a\-'s first i\'it 
.aid 1 )oi;tor Ides. ' ean dike ni\' wool for tfiat.’ 

‘ .\iid e.an he eonie in on tie- \ ery da}' of tie/ < '[lerati' >n * 

‘ It'is not desirable, and f l.'ld him so. Put in the special 
eireunistances. and as it oiil\' ne ,ans a f. \\ minuti's 1 iv neitdr, 

I will permit it at his 1110' nt d'oin .' 

As tie' doctor said the last \sords tleji*e was tin- sound of 
descending light feef on lie- stone, and lblilaWtenzil cane' 
round the aiigle’of ;h.' rt.aireas'. iip'f^i life t\/'o men. \\’hi ■fT 
she saw tlnan she st. ip[e <1. 

‘ (.)h, 'J’liei xlore ! ’ ‘ 

.She held oiit her h.ai'd to Doctor Id' s, with the elparming, 
slight smile which I'.ane/ so n.almi ll\' to leir ratla/r jiale lij/s, 
turning ttean u|i a htth/ at the eoineis 

‘ I ’ ve bei 11 up 1 . I eee*Do|oreS f' a III' iTlIelit. J t hollgllt it 

just peissible I might hind I'^.'an./.i here t'lVi, Put’heks gone. 
That d oe.sn’P m.a I teia W hat I '.vaiited was to make sure 
Dol ores Would come t" tie/ pi/s< nt-gi\ing astwell as lo tlv? 
children's/(’.s/u on 'rhursda} .’ 

She put lu'r face near to Doctey Ides’. 

‘ It’s only my little sem’s birthday. But we 're in quite 
a turmoil over it, a haitpy turmPil bien entnidn, . S r^ither 
encourage a fu.ss on sufli occasions. Don’t you tliiiik I’m 
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right 7. Children do so revel in a fuss. But it musj be only 
now aiVl then.’ 

‘It (V>es them g. Mid,’ s;i^d Dneteir Idos. ‘A ha})py fuss 
f^cts as a tonic.’ 

‘ UiM.^n’t it 7 ^ If }''.u can si:ind ' ing the eff<Vt of the 

tonic, \ve sJiall be \ i ry hapjo' Mi W' leiiiin- }'on on* Idiursday 

evening, laids' Feroh ie ci'ming. But ( Imi't reiih-. Oust 

sec whether you fi i 1 iiii-lin<'d nr not \'.lii'ii Tliursdux' arri\'es. 

Oh, 'I'l^ee'doi'e ! ’—sle; tui'ii' d to liini i|uiel:lv -‘\\hal'slhe 

exact thnig in iddii g g*nlors for a l)o\' V I can*t lind out 

from I'r.an.'.i bee.ause I iiii^^i d him coinme hi jio .\jid 1 'm 
0 ' 

on im' wflv to the t'or o now. Do foioive me, Doctor 

Ides ! ’ ■ ^ 

lSIic deseeinlixba s1i|i or two with Sir Theo..lori.> and held 
a brief colloi|uy ^\irtl ffmi. 

' Itrown, of ei^jiiwe ! ^ es llexitde. T know the exact 
thing mov. 'J'liank \on, djieodore.' 

She looked b*ek abUo. lor Mim fjiMii lu lio'., IiT^noticed 
tic cast in hi r eye .jiid thought, ns H' ally all nc n did, how 
attra^MiN e it w a i. * 

• '■‘When ni\' old I''ran/i fails nio I alwa'.s come to Sir 
Theodiire. II' has an in .I met about elii|dri ri, IMirgisas 
life, please, foi' slopping \oii .and ini' la iipl mg eaiiir ^.orious 
talk ^\ith m\' lilllo -•n's o.ul.aw. But he doi s think th'-m 

j ♦ * 

(if sindi sujiri nie nft^)i irl a ile- 

‘I'm ,goi.*g to till my '.'.ifi, doelorM’ Sir 'J'hi odore said, 
almost sternly, whi*n .Ai's. !)■ n/.il had as me. ' It can't be 
h'Iped whether Di-n/^l wi h' S ji ,,r not. Mrs, D' n/.il will 
forgme it becansr' of Ih'; la ason our g' Mmg things ready 
to-—for^ Friday hen;-. .\nd lucid's Jlis face was 

drawn and working. 

Lieij’des my w iTeyulie.aiiy knows something is wrong, 
anil she will see—tlTegrulii is best.’ 

Yes, I believe :?i.’ 

Sir’Theod sire pul his kem into the door. TTis was angry 
''jith himself what he eonsidered his laek of silf-eontrul. 
Ij; seemed that kc had not I' amt, like Doctor Ides, to face 
death for others. Ilis war^n affeeliou for Edna Denzil and 
the children tortured him. lie felt like a coward—for them, 
and ;mj»fclt guilty of insirft'crity to^’urds one transparently 
sincere. This last feeling had re^ly decided him to be 



frank wjth t)olores at once. He needed, almost^phssically, 
that outbiiVst. / 

‘ You shah see the bedrooms ^nd decide what is test,’ he 
said, as he let the doctor in. i,Remember you have 
to say. Notliing will be inconvenient, nothing will be 

'll*,.' ' * * 

iinposbihl^. 

Th ey [laxM-d thriHjyh the sittiny-roian* without finding 
Dolores, and {nesentl}' sle,,(l biTere the door of her and 
Sir Theodure’-s. bedroom, in front of the picture attributed 
to loiini. ■ 

My.wife is |iTobably here. I ’ll just sio.',’saiif Sir Theods>re. 

Doctor Ides put on his eyoghVsscs and examined the 
picture cnrefnllv. 

‘ Dolors s ! ’ 

Sir Theodore ta'|ipe(i, 

' Arc- you here ‘t 

’i es, , ome iti. Then ! ’ .■ins\ve’'ed a \ oicc from within. 

' Oils'* niiiiute, I). M't )r 1 ' , ■ 

Sir Thei ich \\ ent into t lis' room andsshul tlie door. 

1 Dolores was standing liid,,re a long mirror let in^o the 
door vhieh disided the Isilroom from .Sir Thcodorr-b 
dressing-room, trsdiig on Imls. W'llh her was a short, stout, 
and almost unnaturally swarlhy woman, with a heaw nose, 
and Inrg'a but sunken eyes, wlai \vas standing uji, gesticulat¬ 
ing, and talk.ing in ths' hnid and uglys.oiee so often ts) be 
heard nnioiig the 1 (,wit ela -,-.'s in Italy. T\>on the llsior 
wa-s a nmnlHT of larg- eanllio.inl lio\s^. sonje ojren and 
some not. Three hats were raiigeil on ehairs. vdne lay on 
the damask eosaring of oru- of tlie !>< ds. ] toksies had just 
put a hflh, [sale yill'CvV in coloiir \\ith yelhjw pilumes, on 
her dark little head, and still ha,l her hands raised holding 
it when her hnshand came in. Not turning she looked at 
him in ths' mirror and ' md : , ' . 

‘ You can help me, d'hso, ii you haec a mSment. Do 
vou think vi ilow liee. miing to-? 

Her 'i. oice dies! away. .Slic turned rsmnd to look into the 
living face at whose relleetion she had hoen gazing. 

‘ Ma, caro signore, I keep telling the signora that in all 
Rome—and may the Madonna send me sorrow if I say the 
thing that is untrue—jp all Rome there not .aaprinci- 
pessa-’ 
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The stfde«t voice broke off. then feebly addei^ »^ith a 
ote as cf protest, ‘ inn, caro signore ! ’ and brok^' off again. 

‘ Dolorfs, get rid of all this# I want to speak to you.’ 

Th ere ^'as an almost fiere^lv irimieal sountl in his Aosice, 
hieh Dinure^ had never before heard|in it, Slie h/tej the 
elldW hat from her laoid and h;i*nded if to tlie fat wo^jan, 
,vh ose features loM}f<-d hea\w ^^ith sulkv indigiiatiein. 

‘Another day I ' she said, vith a gesture towards one of 
the boxe% 

‘ I am to cisrae .again, -tgiea.a ? 

The \'i_)ir^'gritted iu tls' rudna 

‘ Yes*’ Ddli'res glaneerf at her hust)and. ' Sh ! ’ 

* ^ ^ 

Tiie W(.)man la('g;ni t^tedlhi't lie h.its, ea'fing seh; glances 
of sluttish CoiareiinTati< 1^1 at tie.' tall man \vh>> had dai*ed thus 
to brs^ik into wornari’s jirioim-e, .and seatf( r jileasnres and 
gains tp ihe winds •with a Idol 
understicod. Sir 'J'he.Mldre .s'ti 
length she had finf'J[edfaud '■'»as strmgnrg ie.r hexes t"gsther 
preparatory f’ depart’ire, 

‘ WIftli shall 1- 
j 'll let you know.’ 
y^Buoii giorno— 

Sh(olid not get oiil a ' signora.’ 

‘ Buon giorno,’ s.aid l^olore.s. 

The fat wom.au g^«t a\s.iy imnerM'd if 
w.addliug side\Tava, \wthjhe l.ail id h' rT.I; 
behind her.^and^her l.argo 
of surging inotiein. IVe ri uf 
looked at hc'r hnsharel. And h 
But though tliey vifie .alone h 
pointed beard sliift<;d as IB- II 
prfsijdd' tightly togeth(|^ lie h 

wife*two or t.Urec tinges, amf it seenesrto Dolores that iu his 
glance there was a sort of (-hsuriy appraisemeuit, such as 
might fje in the glance of a cruel, or hostile, stranger, 

At last he opfned his lips. 

^ I’m sorry' to ibterrupt you,’ he began. 

‘What does <t nuittiu'?• It was only hats,’ she said, 
rather wearily, and in a little voice abruot like u child’s. 

‘ Vi alreidy interrupted your practising. You will 

thinkyl have nojlhing to do but to T^ay the curmudgeon. 
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But-*—’ he hcsita.tcd. ' But the fuct is, IV>ctiyr Ides is 

here, .and --- ’ 

‘ Doctor hies ! ' sh.- said, fio leiigcT in a eluld’s voice. 

‘ "j'lieo ! are ill Y ’ 

She ^s;^s he^idr hii^i nliiieist before he liuew,she was going 
to lie i\ e. 

*‘^\o, yierfoetly well. But I \MUit yiTu to come ana see 

1)( icti >r Ides.’ 

She gn/.ed'at him. 

‘Who IS ill? W'hat is it \\'h:it is llie niatlcr ? Do 
you >hiuk—surely yr)U don't imagine tli^re i,s anything 
wrong with me ? ’ 

Her small face had siiddetih’ 1 m c'lie iiill of susjiieiou. 

(.)f course m.tt. But come with ^le dnd sjii.uk to Doctor 
Ides,’ 

Til’ I .petied the (i, H ir. 

‘ W’h'ere is he ? • 

pr)i(,r("; eam<‘ fi'd'iii the bedro. anr and'found the doctor 
Ijefore the Jmiiii. She held oiit her haiid, wjth an ee'ii.lent 
effort to eoiieeal her.sui [)rise at linding him there. ‘ 

‘I’m So g'lad \a .11 have come. Is my husband shofvWg 
Vrur the apav' ment ? ’ 

‘Yes.’ 

‘ 1 suy.pose V. e have g. .t rather a hliow h.edrr.rmy p)erh.w*s. 
You \S('re Coming to see it ? l)id T.adh Sarah tell you al.M.mt 
it ? ’ ‘ 

‘ Doctor Ides has rBspeeial purpose in coming here, Dolo- 
retta,’ int.u’rujited Sir 'I'le . .d. .re, , 

Direcllv they Were with this calm, elderly man. with the 
(]uiet blue eyes, and,Mie (piiel pink hands. Sir Thverdore felt 
able to tell the truth to Di.h>re*, 

‘ Yes ? Shan't ve go sommv In remind sit down ? 

Let us come in ln*^'e,’ said leS' liusbamL , 

She led the way into tht-' great bednsom, anef the two men 
feillowed. 

Sir Theodore shut the door. 

‘ W'hat is it ? ’ 

Dolores spoke to Doctor Dies. She sat dowm on the 
damask of her low b,cd and took hold of the carved wooden 
rail. 

May I sit down ? ’ f^sked the doctor. 



■>83 


LJIE FRUITFITL VI 


He took a fhair. 

‘ Your ^usband has a proposition ti lay bthye you. I 
am conecnicd in it. So Ik; bi-^'iiylit in<; tK i-e.' 

‘ f)oloretta, y(')U kraov Ino.-^bad Fraiiris’s \*uice has been 
for some time.? ’ « ( 

* She turned towaisF him, li-aniTiy hor iitle r haiuf orr,the 
bed, whieh creaked sliyhtly. 

‘ Of course.’ 

Slie sti^fjjn'd. In a moini iit sIk‘ had yia^ji^^el the truth 
which harl so far eluded bets 
‘ Francises ill*! Ills Ihreat ! 

‘ Yesf that ’s it.’ 

‘ Very ill ? ’ 

Her frlanee tieaedled sesifth" tn the deetei-, [fe \f.as sur- 
prises U >y the ardent liehl ahnfi shmicpn her eyes, and ceulel 
not inttirvret its na 'ininy. 

‘I’m Slurry to say .Mr. I^n/il is in .a very d.anacreus 

conditiMii.’ ' » 


‘What are,you yoiny to tlo ? ^ Wh\ dnl y,>ii evidi to yo 
throuyflihe apartment ’ 

shall have to op.Tate ou .Mr. Den/il's throat next 
Friij.iy. Your busbam 1 wantid loeorisiilt you *is f.i whether 
it is fisHsilde fe>r the operatii.m to lake plane here.’ 

IF re !.’ 

She lifteel the lTane.‘> that lead re U e, | ,,n Hie peel and in- 
elieated the roe'n. ^ _ * 

‘ Doloret Pi, I felt sure* \'ou ee'ould asuee with me that 
We' Could yis'e I'raneis shelter In Ins yreat I nhh',’ beean 
Sir Thei.'dore hastily, ami with a s. ,rt of stiony d' cisive 
carnestncB.s ejuitc diffeis'iit from his nlnmier hitherto. ‘It 
is a platter of life or d' idh, .Mid 

‘ she inte rri/iled him. ‘ Voii don't understand. 

Thed. Wail u moment, oh ase.’ 

She yot uji geaitly from the bed and walk'd acreiss the 
room, evawiny down la r ev< biows and knitting her brows. 
Tl^:■ d oetor wati^ied Iwr. and to..k no notice of Sir 'I'lieodore. 
Sldt turned just where there was an armchair, and sat ehovn 
in it, with her thin arms ot) her knees, leaning very' much 


forward. 



t \ ’ 

of life or death ‘f ’ 3he asked Doctor Ides. 
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' Or*—^riday ! ’ sbe said, in a low voice. 

Sir Thco^lore was Itill standing. 

‘ Francis wislies to’be at little Then s birthday festivities,’ 
he said. * 

' Edna—she doesiitt kimw. Nci, she d+'csn'd kinsw.’ 

'^\'i nne knows but ('ursi'hs s, and Francis of cfiurse.’ 

JI c is not yaiiii^r to Idl Edna ? ' ' 

' Xot till after Thursday.' 

She liHiked at the two uicn, and neitla-r of tlyin ceuild 
undcrst.and what was jia^^ing fliMsiyh Iwr mind. But her 
face n-(siu''d ti) bdlh of th'-iii to holii for» a rsieuncnt an 
expression of se\erity which made la r look stn.klenly 
older. 

‘ Boiar- ’ sla- [siused, th'-n add^d, ''fraiieis ! ’ 

' Would you Consent to thMopi-ration taking pluec here ? ’ 
^ said Dorgor Ides. 

Yesi oh \ ' S.' 

TheHodk of smi rlt}- left her face >.s she' spoke, and there 
was jt ra-w eagerness that was alnio-t \uolrntfin hsr e'oice. 
Sir 'rheddoro newed, .t urni/ig to\\;u-ds Doctor Ides. * * 

.\h ! ' he said. 

But the ijjtoiiatiou of liis ssT’e eou\< y(,(l h ''J'h< re ! 
'i'hat ’s the woiuaii who’s in\' \Mfo ! ’ as ehsarly ns words 
could ha\'e d, itie, 

'I.tin'tor Id'S,' ])o|ores add'd. ’<t'iu will sa\'e him? 
Y( 111 Won’t h t hi in di'.' ? 

Suddeiih’ she SCI 111 'il to reali.se tli'- absuriyty of such 
als to a great surgeon, and sh'.- i^dih il ijui'dly : 

' T'II us svhat t'o do. W hich room, or roiuns, will \'ou 
need? IIow oughtfth'}' to lie pia pared ? AH* our ser- 
s'ants, exei pt nIV maid, an.' 11airtu is. b’ut I will see to cverv- 
thing. You need not be afrai'l thS^ voiir orders be 

carrii (1 out. There w*lll In. a niiKi-, T uipjiose ? ' * 

' Yes, I shall har e to g^ t trained nurse. If it were in 
London I should iic'd a skilled assistant to stay, within 
call for the lirst twenty-four h'.iurs. But *I vvill take his 
place here.’ ' ' 

‘ And if I can d<j anythingayou have #nly to tell me. 
Perhaps I don’t look.V'iy stroi.^,?, but I am. I tve got more 
resisting power than any one wriuld suppei|e.’ ' 

As Dolores said tht last words a look; of almo^ hard 



185 


doliance firoased her small face, and ^er eyes shyna \vith 
determination. 

‘ Come, come, liiH'tMr ’ ske addr'd,^ getting up swifllv. 
‘ Yc^u haven’t seen all the ren^is. T ’lljsliww fliem to \'ou — 
eea rything, e \c g"! lute of sitaee find air. And wi- ’ll 
dake care of him li'n- ‘wMii’t \','<\ d'le >i Y- ae Ic' ceaird nt\'er 
he taken care of aifloHL^r .traiiy io. W’e ’ll li'lp vou to itrVe 
him. Doctor. ^V(; '11 h'lji \(iii to s:i\<‘ Inm.' 

She transfoiiind. 'I'Ip’ Inignid, exf/tie loiAing 

woman was gome. Em^gW doeision, almost feverish 
determinati>m wk.re alirs;, ami slowed in her. .Sir The^idisre 

lllOUghUof tl*e hats, the Welil.lll hefiile ill e mirror with up¬ 
lifted hands. lie h' ^ii’d > Ir l at Ina da wdli ng. alnmst plai nl i ve 
‘ You can helji ihe, I'lie... Do y.iii tiiinl; r elhav beisjiOing Y ’ 
And li'i mar\'elled - aihl s'.a . t lunldul. 

ir e Wirs.jiroiid of ;^.ih,res at Ihal moment. 

Perhaps he v.euld have mai^ell( d ni<>re an heur later had 
he Siu-n his rvife, '.She iay sljetehed mi’the damask ]ier 
lie<l. I he tiedrgiim deei’ loiped, I< r lead Was mit on the 
piJlmvs.»niil w.as dll the same level a^ her fi e|. jhr hands 
gi'a’^^ol the hed-tddi lies imdei' the damask edVeriiiLT. .Vnd 
she was ci'ving wiMi a serl of d'spei-alidU, r^ud sdhhmg. 
Tder tall, slim body was dial.en by ediivnhivi- shnd.|e|-s. In 
liep,attil mlc, and in tliAsdunds (hat name freni In r, there 
was expressed not onlE despaii’, luil alsd ,a seid df rage. 

Jlefdre Sii' Th^'dddre went ,awa\' wilh Imedar Jdes he h.'ud 

lieen for a few nmmles almie with his wife. TdindKal and 
% $ » 

(blighted b\' her dnei-^v, deei.,idn, misellisliness - as he 

snjipdsed—and deep an\ie|\ fdi- Eraiiei., ami h'liging fur 

,synipathy,i he liml unburdened hi. heaH. lie h.id spdken 

wilh unreserve' df Ins iipervie'.t with Eraneis, and e>f b'raneis’s 

wislr^s*iiv cast; <'f his de.a'^. 

' I'Ameis is ni.it going to dif,’ .she hadYaid ; ' Deictor Ides, 
you and I—rve Won’t fet I' r.inei.^ dit'.’ 

Then, lifter nn instant of sih. nee, she had added : 

‘ Do you behe\»e in faith healing ? ’ 

‘ This is a case f(_fr surgery.’ 

‘ And after the speratiem ? ’» 

■ Afterward# ? Do you thij^k-?^’ » 

’ I 'll'^l you te^night, when rve are (juiet, what we can 
do f<j? 
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Thw Sir Thrndort- Imd gone away with Di'ttor ♦Ides, and 


Dolores Inyl gi>ne to 
Faith ! Where w' 


imer room to weep. 

r.s it ? Uad she faith whi‘> had talked 
of it with such quiet eonvieti<|^i hut a inoiurnt ago ? , 

Destiiiv ! Di-,stin;\l ! That was the t^'rrihj[e word which 
envelup'ed her mind like a'gn at el aid as she lay and wept. 


ciiAUi'isi; XIri 

Tui’RSTiay eaiii'' uiid I'.diia i)' iizil liad*'re>f p(‘n(*trati'd the 
socrid id In r hii-.liand. Sh«i w.i'., In'\\i'\-ei', g'.ttinj. really 
Hiixi'ius ahi'iil tin' eiiiidiln'ii of his tlnf'Ut, and IgitJ sj^eiken 
nkiiiiij^ft til him more than iua c, 

‘W'liii ’ll' rinht. led,’ In: had aii'* vei'eah ‘ I ’in ge'ing to 
alt'-nd to it dii'eetl\' d’lii'o’s bii'lhelay is i>vvy. ean\e hile 
I 'ee glea n up siiinknig.’ ‘ * 

That had sati-^li'd In i fi .r tin' iin .iiniit, and diiring'^The 
twi*i (lavs hiL'i'i- ill!' lairllnlay the nnitlnT in tier had aseend- 
aiicN' lOer till' \eifi'. Di iizil saes that, I'l alisi d hi>W it helpid 
him, and esas thankful. Tin- Ihrhe ehildieii reigned g.nd 
Were jiiviius as never In f.ii'e. Their* 'iiily grieeainee and 
tln v thiiiight Ilf il^ hill lillle, heina far too exultantly ae'tive 
—e\as that ' I diele din i > ’ was inil In In: Seen. Sir I’hei leh ire 
dared imt gii to' the \’ia Venti Svlteinbre. lie hael none 
of Deiizirs fai'ial 11 npassiW'liess, and I'onld not trust himself 
in the presi'iiei: of ll.dna. ()n the hirthdav he 'Wonild inake 
a iniLditv effort, and carry thiitgs lliroiigh somehow. There 
Would he liustle, exeileliiellt. Otlfl^e jn'ople Would Jw t|here. 
But he must ki'ep assay till then. lU thre\v himself with 
a sort of siek ein vgv intd the arrangements maele necessanr’’ 
in the- njrarl ineiit liy tin: oper.ation on Irielay. TJut in all 
these it was Dolores who took the^ad, uiRler the diresTion 
of Doctor Ides. Sir d’heodore was 'astonished by'her 
practicril sense, her coolness ♦and her activity. Although, 
till now, she had had but little experience vi>f illness, she 
behaved as one fearleVssly exercising talo|»ts longWerfected 
by familiarity. 



‘ Your ♦'.vik’s a remarkably practk'al and ynr^-getic 
woman,’ Doctor IJes said to Sir Theojo e. 

Dolores reinarkaldy praetital ! Yet it was true. No 
deu\t the hidden weniHH wa^^C"mlllg i at in the olu^ming 
Wisman of the ivorlij, tliat w>iman who ecnis like a ijelieate 
tiower, or a delicious hj^tterlly, tilt eh'' o gi'.eu the opl*oj'- 
tunitv te mother a i*iiaii in his moment ef le 'oh Sir Tlwo- 
dore learnt a new respict fia his \silV, ulni"^t a new loea- for 
her. lie l^ul net sii^pi(;l( .1 that die was s,, d. wply ajtaehed 
to the Deii/ils as lea’ j.ii'esi n*t eundiiet se< ni'd to show, lint 
\sitli his ns'^’ rejpoet for le r tleae had ('oiiie also a *new 
sense ofjesr no’st' iwa Ife felt sianelimro that tlioiieli his 
had li\aal with 1 tolma s'for ti ii ysU'., she eseapi d him, 
svhether \a ihintaVilv* ov in\a ilnnlanlo he esaild iiid doeidia 
Xsov ui^l then, siiiee fhe nioni*nl \'de n she had he( n ts'ld 
of Dr iiziJ’s^ ceiiiilil ii'in* Sir ’lheod(ire had l.ea.ai I'onsiaoiis of 
an almost cold poi nhanty in le'^' d< ne aiioiir, whieli tro iii^hal 
him \'ayueK' rwisii 'thoijirh he' was doinifial <(1, was alriii^st 
(ihsessi'd, hy lys giii-f for his freyid. ,Spoeia||y stranyo to 
him hadt^res seene d on I he 11 iylil a ft < r 1 )<»'eti ir hhes’ liiat \asi t 
to ti1^’ala7,/,o 15arh. riiii. 

Sir Theodore had les n with Doctor hto al>the (iraiid 
Ilot'd after dimii'r, and is tiirned to the palace ralle r late. 
Alm^ot diryth' he had l*t him'slf in he le ard the' \oiee of 
Doloi'es calhny in tie disfanee : 

•Theo! Tle,r’ 

■ 1 am coining I ’ he- answered, 

‘ TIoti 1 Theo ! '* re pieat^'d tlie Ooie'e’' insist( ntl}'. 

Hastily he shut the- front door, pnl down his hat, and 
Went towards the soimd. 


lie was feeling tired, yt i'mig*n p. "ii the edg>' of his nere'es, 
and t^%'iUK' elepressed. 'Aould havo h'- ii gla<l to seC 

n<s (sni* jUst theyi. .Sohfnde ^as alnieist a necessity |o his 
o V e r w r < > u g h t m*i n el . ife f U I 1 1 , s, ^ 

waiting !' him in the d<" >rw ay ' d a sniall si t f ing-isx aii Inch 
they •■Seldom used# and which \^as es'dh'd the moss-re'om on 
aeces^nt of the moss'^green colour ed its hangings, its carpet, 
aiiel its furniture. . j 


' Cesme in htjre for a minutey/Theo, p'^eyse,’ slie said. ‘ I 
heard yoj^kty.’ | 

Froni/iere ! ’ heJexclaimed in sheer uinazement. 
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to thi.' ilo|_)r nnd tlidt '5 miii(_ thiii;^'. Till- haridk'fioliff f dis- 
appoared. slie went ti;> a bui'i’an, npenijd it, and temk 

from it a \\hip, le r prt^ent f>ir Kttlo Tle ri. Slu- stood still, 
lookirio at the Vhip. t IIo sauythe h.no emling eyelasl^cs 
(arraiiiNt h' i- N'.hil'* eli'■ k. Sle di'ow t’n' \\l4ip tAvo or three 
times ,t h is a igh lnr hnocia, ns if mi(Mali\'ly, took some 
,tissui'.p:i|)'‘r, eais fulh'.' 's.rap]i'(l lie' \vhi|i up in it, ruvliised 
the tis^^|■ papi r in hisesn jinp r, and ti^ <1 thi- wlr’li; pareel 

with narrow Mrsovn ril’ln.n. As h' r hu h ind waPWiisl, at 

#1 

first eagia 1\', tlrn gradualls' tho ('on iph f o iiiider- 

standiii*.: of '.aitii'c s', ale fuliic ... h<‘ hated the'truAi of t liat 
da\’ rs'it h a ihsi' lly ha I !'( d. ^ ^ 

1I( I w Wi a ll( 1 he 1 11 .a leal' I I a ' I ' 11 1 lie Y ^ \\ 1 1 a t \'. a , t' > 1 le (h >ne 
about tld' ehildr'iiY \\'( I'e I he_\' Icj^iKov niilhine? Was 
eraaa I III ne to l>e he-pt fp (in lie »a U lil ll, p' l ha p e t Ik ir f,>l her 
Vas dead ? 

I )( 'lo^.' Went out of I he I'eeln .*■ lie fl I I s 11 I'e sl|e w as y 'ing 
to the I'o. .Ill here oii^l he n 1 - ar. I Ik - ^.pei’al loii w as to talvc 
place. .She had left her giff l>aii'g .m I he burrau. Litlle 
C’hei.'s bil l hday I ^ 

Sir. The'eh’re C'it out of b. d i]uiehK'. As Si.(Ill las he rvas 
,,i, his fell h(»f'll a eeitam alt . i.il i. ill of his miery ayd 
dread. lie went swillU' ti. his di'i uiip-ri.i.m and t'l'ik a 
b.'it h, t iiriK d on the d k ■ r ba I h a ml sb .. .d under it f. r 

two I'lr llii'i'e minules. WIkh Ik' as -lire e.,.,] p,. wrapped 

up his pi'' e iit fi.r In Me 'I'Ik o. a mall g'.l.t \\riteh witli tlie 

b' .v's initi.sb ' mrra'.^ed on il . ^ , 

idii' rrising (if Mie pi'e .' nt.e was t.. bike place' at lr'df-|iast 
t,!!. ,\l: Irdf-pa l iiine Di.eb.r Ides call'd at the palace, 

lie had I'licag''! the nui’cs She was an Iiish cirl called 
Ida .Teimmcs. N..w he br. .ueli*.. Iwr p. ilh him. Dolores 

was with th' in f"!' a dr.rt tune. \ ly n she camt^aAMy 

from the interr iew .Sir*rh' ■ .doia.' said to |ier : 

‘ h\’ill I'idi 1 a c \'er be able f. , fr. I'L'i \ e I' ran Cl ■, for this ? ’ 

' ITou can 1 kii'.w ? ’ she amwei''d. 

‘ Think ! Cmild ymi forgis'c it Y ’ 

' I think I Could forgiec anythmc that bars done siniplS’’ 
And snh.-ly out of lo\'c f'.ir me. J woiuler iMhe carriage is 
here. The nurse sccpir very ^ce. I don’t think ohe is 
gviing to be ditlieult, Ibavc y(.m gr>t your pretent fefr li^Eaa ? ’ 
She began quickly Rr draw on her glor^^s. Ther^were 
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I U'_'-greenypy 

Inrr wi;^V’d sLu- had 


in a j^alc ft 
llv Sir Tlii'- 
ir^' tliMig 
f^W cddingj 


ht she louked like 


white,* Sl*e‘ was dressed i 
he glanced at her critieallv 
put on something d.nker. 

\wiman who was g^ing to a 
Do you Jikc ij", TIrfs i ? ’ 

' It's a pretty ee|,/n-.’ 

‘ Rut yon (hin7 liD if ? ’ 

‘1 was only thinking that peihaps something rather 
darker——’ 

‘ 'hhis is ayi.v/i;,' sin iati iTiiptrd. 

' I kmtvv. Jhit think (.f fw-nmi'is 

Sln 4 put her hand on his .arin. 

I'ratieis is go’ifg fiVget \\'I !l. lo'lie niher that.’ 

Tier ting a-s'eto'^.od on liis unn lighlKa 

‘ Velp Lraneis, jfs f'''ani Kilping luni. h’e knowing' that it 
is all /iifht. the' li^ is going to reeo\ < r.' 

‘Have ^'on said So to ]).K-|or hk , '! 


‘Doetor Id' s ks a sMi'goon. Ih' lie|['it Iheknite,, \\'c 

mint help jj'ith lair souls. 'I hyi'e nre nian\' insi riiinents.’ 

• ' hh'f^ earriagi; is at the door, sig'iioi'j.' s.nd t'arhiii', coiniij^ 
if^Vil h his anxious 1^ ik. 

Sir TlesMk ■ re put 111 t lo 'lie o\ W a I eh III his.p. igket. 

‘ Come, ] )(ik uetta ! ’ ho s.ihI. 


, ■ The/ier\e of woiUiai!’ he thoiighl, ‘ \\ h\', she ks g.at 
a svill that I ne\a (’ siispocio,]. She shame's me. Can she 
ha\a- oiii? of 'fhose strange inslmel^ jieehliar to uome'ii that 
tells her hi'atieis will ree'o\e.r ’ 

lie reso1\cd I,, letjtok.i'e^ eaii v him \'.itli le r. He re- 
Sol \'i_ d if jii issiIik' 1 o gi\ e him ' If I o 1 e r 1 )e||, f as a s\e imi mer 
gis'e-s himsjf to a ua'o. Reihap-, slie' knew. He looke'd 
into her dark e\'es, iseaiHm.'g m llieni for some si range' truth 
co^ineui^'d with tie- Il^i/iR. Sir low, red la r hea\ V lids. 

‘■■^rhcrc’s ^'arelli I ’ said'Mr iiieoditf-,-, as the carriage was 
passing the *Minisl r\' of l-inai?ee'. ' 

Dolf,^res looked up, and saw Cesar<' Carelli mounted on a 
Ugdaaned ri.eai; rnare, hied in Ireland, and w rv clee'er over 
S'^Sane walls. He? had hunted her the- ]>re'\ ioiis season. He 
took off Iris hat with a slig^it smile, showing for an instant., 
his round vliite foiehead, i^hd thick tiurly black hair. His 
steadshin'ing eyes gazed gra\aiy at the husband and 
wife ^der his flense brows, seeming almost to contradict 
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1?T 4aii4l\ smiling' lips. The mare plunged violently, 
switching t('V;Nind fro hlr 'dir.rt, broad tail, and looking side¬ 
ways with her largi/ cy|s. shifty and very foruiniiic. A tram 
passed and hid mare alid rider. ^ 

o ‘ IIow strong and woll tin.' follow ITj^sks ! ’ said Sir Theo- 
dorr, alnvig ,as if with e'Sud' Hinalion. ^ ' Ife ’,s kciit a horse 
, or two th'iiigh he isn’t hunting.’ 

I dai’i say he will hunt ;iLeim.' 

’ hen .a C'-Ttain lad_\' gi'. ' S jt n[i, perhaps,’ said Sir 
l’heodor<'. Then, s\ith a sigh, he ehatigod the' convorsa- 
tit.m. The- sight of 111'* stis'iig. o |ii;n'(-sill'iihh re-d and lithe 
yelling felhov niounlid on th'- big, eleear-h " Ti ng niai ■ had 
op])res>i il him. .'Ml tln se- hoilthe' li\ s — and his friend. 

Xow Jur it ! ’ hi' nmiti I'l d, les the e,irriasae drew un liefeire 

i ‘ J ' ’ ^ 

the house m whieh tie 1 ti'li/.lls li .O'd. 

‘ It’s Unele Tin I. ! ' 

Tluire was a shrill pipi' fr<im m iHi'w. In ie ahiove. Sir Tlieo- 
ehire tiHike-el ii]') ijiiiekm, and saev the .nsv f.iee' of Ins at a 
vsindeiw, no longer jiidiei;il. but ni'lli d liy oxeii. nii nt into 
> eeiimtenanee that miglil a | g iro| u la 1 1 ly ha\’e’ ln-longi'o to g 
siiei ssfiil plaintiff who had jmt bi'oii awu'de'el enoiiuous 
elaniagi'S. 'J'lu In .'id 'd htth- 'J'heo joinod hers evith a eiw', 
and Vi. look mg is igmShly ih nmri', and t i f ing Iwr tiny m oe, 
was eisilile f.,r an mbaiit in the baekground. iijilifted in tlw 
the largo arms of tho amplo Mariaim.'i, who nodded and 
smiled at tin \iotors -ivilh tie' imsolfeonseious wurmtli and 

' I ^ 

intiniaev of a \ ahn d It.dian domostie. 

Sir Theodore wae ed his hand. Am,' In' made the lively 
gesture he' also mado a detormiin d > ff.irt, and forced him- 
se'lf out of the black rogem of seirrowfiil apprehension. 

■ Th <ise eliihlren ! ’ In' said. , ^ 

He turneil to hm wifo, who was m w'^ going up the Sl( 3|)S 
intir the house. 

‘ It can’t be I It shan’r be ! ’ he saiid. ' .I*)oIorctta, I 
beliee'c you are right. I will belii.-ve you know, Francis 
will never be the same again. That’s imj.ioSrsible. But he 
will recover. He will live.’ 

‘ Send that to him,’ she aiisweaed, ‘ send it to-night, when 
you ’re asleep.’ 
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CHAPTER XiV 

the, presrIII-fn\ iiiLf ll,'^ -Mily ]it"j)l(" irn-it'-d .friTn nut- 
sid'-, ;uid Sii','l'lii ■ n i> m'c, were' T^;id\' Saralt 

Id' S, \\hii was ij( \yii d t'l the aluldn ii, SianiMi' (’arpi^ littla 
'I'liC'i's Italian t'a'-Ii'T, and Ca\ali<r-‘ Ciiis''|i[h‘ J^rdardW 
d' i Mandiasi di \'il!ai.na. 'I'lis pn -' las’ ,,f this latt'T 

was d^e tn 'Idi'^’s inM l'iil p'lili-ais i^n such an 

()caasii)n Ills paisails \rir(' nnal)]^■ Ci issi^l. It laid bran 
pis 'll lisf'ft J ' I *]') ir. ' I I la i a . S' " i| I a la ■ was 1111 ir li' ■ sTa 'illd 1 a'' 

Hll''\?''d t" l"■L';Up^’''n''lll::'' ['s-...ns. Siria'i' Ci' la is li wa- 'Sia- 

nf tla- b'sst LlM'Wn ^li'-llr' liia l'ia m |,''i|||.'. l)'ii/ll bad 
Jirartisrd with hlljl, ^llal h:"l -.'I'rl,,! bnn h' t'Sirll Tlir... 

wli'l. lia\iiiLT las'n fal.'ii t'^ In-. ''.^''"1 1" si'- In, N'liniy-'-t 
pnpi^s^it worl:, ffa'l "ii tla- ['-'I <■-iia-' i' 1 1 an alnaist ju'.fcil 
tl'-’.'itiiin I"!' the pia I'l-d * 11! I, I'll nl 11-I ■\-' 1, --1 i"i'l 

and irian-niiiM']''1 t^rilian, i^la'-'- I'in (ini! Mini!' 

rana yn'riiyh tli'- yrr.at bais- r*"'in. aial '.'di'i-'i- I'lav- wnlli fhr 
fyj^lllli-'l lb'- l'"V with a Inat --'lit a S'.rt isf bg^, 

lil;i' a llnsb, Ibriiiiadi all lii-s s|,i;i|| Ih"1\. 

, ■ I want lb' - Ca', .'di' T' ■ "n ni\' 1 ni 11 a la, n nift i la- lai' 1 said, 
ai’iswina ratla-r is-iI, 1 >nI l""Linir at In, nail la r Inniil\'. 

‘ Ca\*alirr'- liiisl.^isli ' sta- ba'l an '.^''IS'1. in surjiris'-. 

' H" v< HI ni' -a n w il b all tla- rbil' 1 1 ' - n ? 

: • • 

' X'l, nnniis. IR.w '-"id'l b ■ (-"ly \sntli,.a l"t '-f sipiits V 


I ^vant 1*111 Ot niy pi 
intiniat'-.’ 

s-,'-nl , 

Ml lb 

• ‘ M|' inniiy. b'-n we 're 

• 

It was r\'id':-nt llial 

'lb'" 

lilt '-11' 

t,' ' 1 t" eon f' r iip" 'll tin- 

Ca'ealii*rc the higb' st t 

ob'-n 1 

,..s-ll'l' 

- "f 111 - !■' -'p' '-f , t " sb< iW 


t lu'd he set him i|uh ' - irf fisnn all tla - "tier fi-ia-iny niast'-rs 

tfbi*l ;^f1"ntlemen "f li'.na-, , ^ 

*1 t'-n/dl, iWi on h<i was inf'iriia '1 '•! tla'- pi’'ip'isil ii'H, sniilrd, 
and handed it on to tla- Catab'-r'-. wb" \ s I’V'.sri i, lu d\-, and 
with fven," obsrr\'aner "f siri'-t i-ti-nii ttr, a'n-rpt'-'l it. 

' lie had arft\n:d Itrf'ire tla- Cannynai s, dr<-ss' 'l in a long 
'troek coat, and* carrying in bis sinewy and hr'suddlngered 
liand a neatly ‘folded pair*^f yellow kid gl'sves, and was eiT- 
'^gagii» De!rzil in conversation whib? Hie eTiildren, in another 
roon^ watched for the rest of their expected visitors. 
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huvo renii^ned solidly tlic inon, attfutive 

lO the tr*ne'iiihHIS pr(snuune('iiieiits of f^reat trutiss l)y the 
lijss of his (h'ity, had leit (ns iMval heart fttu'ed to east a 
sfaTniiiy sliyht u|miii T leli; Tlew if he oniittsxl a sveleonie 
from 111" S!) md' ov. 

I'idna l)''ii/,il wsi '. hii-.y t} i,'je 0[i a la 4 j^aierl and gis'ing 
one o!‘ ^ w 1' di T' el an 1 s I M III" lass Ills. ’hit as ties children 
f-dl ii|)"ti Sir d’le "d^is , al'Or iii'Te ijui'dly ami formally 
grreliiig jlMfnss, sli-' raiiii' m Mulling and ha|>])\', jos'ous in 

the chill h'ei/s j, ,y, 

‘Diiliirns. 1 am ylml vi iii l"t rm- [n iomKl,- you,’ f(he said. 

‘ It WMlld mil 1 la \S ■ 1 IS! 11 I la 1 f a f, i mi I /e, /a \‘. ll I’• nif veill.’ 

Sh'- g'litls liH'k tim liamE III nolol<o,,m li'ith Cif IkTs. 
Smldenly lliilorrs Im hI do\',n, ami. \mIIi an ipii'iyiTS'c seldom 
shown in |ii|hlie li'/^m' 'so'iiian I'O'.ard., an.ilhar. ga\e Edna 
a soft, and ra I Imr f ‘me In m >1 i m li- r 1 11 > , I mt on her clcsisk 
nsMI' h'T hair. .\nd alniii'l a^ pall Ilf Ilia l.ias .shs' liftauhed 

'E"l J'c'hia ! 

‘ Indaad I niaan il,’ said I'.dna. siirpiia d hut touched. 
For lloloT'a had m",a|' hafa a hi'OMi Sl|a|| ganuilie ^RUd 
in'pnala la.lme hawal'ih ler. A ppl'i'aaliiny le r faei; clo'm'- 
t(') I li< t of II.Fii'a^. willi liM’ pairing maiiiiariMii, she saw 

taara III h"I' frlMid'a ay,,. Waa ])“|iiraa tllilll.lllg of llC' 

(Uiipty li'iina ? I'.dna hi||a\. ,l slii- wan and was tilled wilh 
a new taiidarmaa 0 .w a o I Ir r. , 

‘ File child I'ali I lull l.^l m. I a I d' i. I 1. Il' ‘-'S. , ’ sh" yaid. ‘ Til MS 
is ejilita juiffail up l‘e pi,'da al \a,iir earing to eonm. After 

tin.' preaaiits he ’.a g. :' 11 g ta (|,i-' aha a!lm'^‘‘ wlivpirred — 

^ a 111 tla IS cital mil lo .viirprMa Praiicis: a bit of Shakespeare 
and “ Fri i- sing (Im ] !a r 

‘ " (.'ros' ing the Far ! ” ' said Dofara,. 

‘ ’^'as, Ti nilSSsoli's, ] toli't \aill llke.,^J ? ■’ 

‘ Yes.' 

‘ Perhaps yoii lliinl. il 'sm't \mry snilaUle to a fluid.’ 

'Yes. yas, ihal 's it.’ Deian.rs said ha dily. ‘ Deiii'J: let 
him sa\' that, Jsdna, to-day. Don't let him say “ Cri .issing 
the Ear.” ’ 

‘ Oh, but it’s too late to change maw. -And he has learnt 
tw say it not at all Iradly. Hare \s Lady Sally.’ 

L.ady Sarah came ili 'with her characteristic impi^-sive 
movement, as imselfcoi'isciuus and, fur the moment, agnost 
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m 


as bnfiyant as a wave. She kn r \V . lelhing. WiRi a 
gi'^lure, that ciily leii' wfm had h-■ ii a iiiutluT e'Hild have; 
made, sle.' tenk pesM ssii ii* df the •jhildfeu f'>r a greeting, 
tlu-ii, all disarrahe>'d.i w 11 1j^haim'iiig|\aa 1 atid 
huL 


'V 

IkT hag ''l/'ii m uer hain.'’ and -I r e,', i-riTig eut it:^ 

eenl'iits. sir' lurnyl Id tlie grd\'. ii-iip--. <]nile‘sia'^uidary, 

and proud df iC, |F-d:;\. Tn th'' pi. a-,ant tumult ,eause(| 
by her ciilry the pidlr.l di |)dldr,d w.d. saalld'Add iiji, and 
as if it ha. I in \ er b. - 11 , I lu I Sir d’h> .Me, n-eiid' r. d alnidst 
cruellv\li\ by III'; eii'dimi lame. , ill '.diieh^ie \' * m\aaha>d, 
had d\a‘\li' a I it ill I he 11 m! ! . .f In . -me-,m. 1-1,d.e •vith t la- 
ehiliU'eu, and had IdUa d l.i .. eimd p, 'I’lid n..n'r df I'idna’s 
e'hdiee inilat lie siir. kr u l ifn au abb' Id 1). n.il. \'e| Ire.r (d 
make a di\ ebui .ti Y 

’ly ii-Te \\ a -. a bu 1 |e . a' l^ie e. n i b n I a dT I ,a d'r Sarah’s ba't', 
wliieji jiearly ei.tb d in imiidr f ra. I y ; fur 'I'lie.., in l|i ^ 
arddiir df pdbl <.ni e,.l Ifdld df In-, d'.'.n duipp^d prescy^ 

ami had dillieifll'r m.l fi < lum'' lla'tl it \'.a, sdneiijing m 
the fdrm 1 y an ai 11 n la b'^ lead, lb' brav e | 1 ri. d td t riel: hie 

int' hi^a-nr.e^ and, as In' halnl d tlie paree] iiaek td 
Saiah, said r-arii' ,! I\' ; 


lb lal iin 


irf. 


‘1 haseii’l felt uliat it is, I liu'.a n’t Jeallm rt diil\' 

Seeliieil a t ili\' 1 i I I |e bit ll l,e SdU n I 111 I ig''e lead V, i I ll eal'S,’ 

‘ Silly I ling’.e In'.id !*' pip. d \ n .la, ll ll si ariiig ('r'es. 

‘ What ’.s head d. U i:M n b d Iris, a In n > I si e] 1 ll V. 

‘ CdUn;, lit'., S'.i.uld \dU like nie bt pl.'iN' \aiU a tune?’ 

s.aid Drib^i'e-,, I-.ii'ing the w'eakiies* df Ins, and anxidus td 
make a dna rsn m, ^ 

Frir she !'It that lli'U/il \sas cdiniifg txa\sariis the ronni 
thdugli»siie did iidl .SI e him. .\nd sHe dre.-uh'd uiispe.akal.ilv 
tu .see him, and, .sl|ll n#i'i«\ f. an d her d\Mi dread, 
r is g. ling tn I'l > u'.'i r. lie is g< .ing Id r. la i\-er,' .slie kept 

re^i.'atiiig ty hi'i'-eif, ae ,-lie s:it dd\', irin fniss the jiiann, with 
Iris standing at In r side, aml-gaeiiig inteiitl}'' at lier. 

‘ ^TJly do you Iru.k like th.it ? 

A firm voie* startled In.r, It e.aim' frem Iris. 

‘ Like what, ymi little imjuisitdr ? ’ .she asked, calling up 
quick smile Uj her lijis. ^ 

‘ Lf you wanted to n;fake soifejiody go and do some- ' 
hingy-tmd he didn’t want.’ 

‘ ^hat shalljr play to stop her ? 



190 >liUITFUL/lNE 

The th''^nght rushed thruugh the mind of Dolores, and 

without conseirniNly knowing what she was gi'ing to play, 

she Ijcgan th'' I?arear\>llr from the Contes d'Hoffmann. 

Instantly tin' rsiu'ntiof Iri'^gdian'o d, ‘ want to pieces ’ 

gs Ioid\' Sj ra h ■ s\[]]-c.s. , I’il, nial ti ns' int' In in.'oad t/xfiression 

of lax piji asuT'O and aim. >4 w. ak g.-nI I' liathat was c.jnuc 

jji its al.rupt aliand.ai. Slw d^.■^^■ rlOisiT' and closer tc) 

1).dorrs, liiisking fi'.iin tlir plasrr’s farr tn InT hands, and 

back again and aeain, twisimg and p..utinglips that ^iernmd 

to be sa\a.in'ing ■•'.m.' drliri..m. 1 1 . .[il i«.i i. ami d.iwlv diifting 

her h.'ft 1. g in a languid rx. rrjs.- tlial aim. .- I ge .t.'scj-nrh'in- 

dicat.'d cmplrt.' sMb|.r(|..n. S....n sh.- \^-,ls n. sllrd ag'dimt 

the play.T, as if slm iir. ,|rd t.i f.al ..r.r \silh 1)..hires, and 

that she bail s.iimlliiiig I., d.. wilh 111.' pr. ..In.^ti. m .af the 

sminds that sub.ln..l In r t.> rapt.ni'.s Sir' nghed, 'I'lna hg 

w;^s n.-\ . T still. I ). .h ii'. s f. 11 la rg ' . ' \. s li\. . I ad. ai ngir n 11 . .n 

her, Sli-i\'im' t.) Ld\.' Imra. lf wlr^lK' f.. llr- task, she tilacrd 
r nail • * - 

the sig.Mi'}' and hiM'i.iiis nrl...ly im.i'.- rhv rhmi.S'dlv, ^^ilh 

ni.ir.' pr.'ll. iim.’.'.i ami s\\a_\'i[ig laiign..r, h.iiking de.wu at 

hgr h.ng ling. r-.. 

I'.u'; siiihh iih' --h.' fell lliat Drimil \'.as rnt.-ring the rmirn. 
She Had m.t ...'ll him sm.'.' aim ha.I kimwii of his fate, 
lie had of eoiirs.- b.'.-n t..|.l of Ir 'i' kimN'. h ■. Ig.■ of it. IIow 
wisuld th.'V gr.'.'t ..ir- am.llr rV Irm pr. a-., d more closelv 
agaiiiat Ir r. If only tlm . Ini. I \\..nl.l h.w.r those staring 
and \\. n diiiiping e\a.'s ; If ..ni\' r..lna \\. .nhl I..a\e the ro.arn ! 

If onlv- 

' N.'i ! no ! ’ 

Iris was [ir. .f. 'at iiig as t h.■ niiiai.■ fa.h d. 

‘But, Irm - ' 

■■ N. I, no ! I a n t a, ,me m. ns, 

‘ But it’s lini.' f.'i' Ih.' pr.'a, nia. [ e'-rp.'et.’ 

Denzil was biaid. Ir r. Sim lurir.l ..ii the seat and felt 
^liis hand on Ir rs, ami Ir ai.l iim wliiapering \i.jee saying: 

‘ Iris is a tyrant 1.. a pk'iyer like you.' » 

It was over — th' nr cling, Sim g.it np, a.iyi.ig to herself 
‘ You are g^'ing t.i r.c.u i r ! ''idai ar.- going to recover ! ’ 
^She did neit look int.) Di'n/il's fncy as she an.wered lightly 
‘ Sb<‘ miLst come to tho Barherini. I will jduy to h -r !oi 
an hour. I seldom get sueli on auchs-nce,’ 

' Here's Sigir.>r Carpi I * 
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I 

Th^ master, Hil;, nit.Tcurial, with turned up ftmustueli's 
and eV(:'r-mi>\iii^r hands, eatnc in with a lauj^di, U'- if d' ter- 
inined to slniw h'l was nisAiniLt of a lu dai^e^'un -wli' ii ph aMire 
''Wis la the wind, (ItWriie.), fM]in;_r himself the h.ist, 

ran ttidsahite ITiin And t Infn at his i;.i>e in tfliis graei'an 
C(jmpan\'. 

‘ We ’re all hefi' mw' ! ' was llis nw'. 

And a suddsai hush il- cnd'd up'ai Ihs ^n'atheririg. In it 
Dolur^LS stiile h'T glaias- :il l) n/il, ^iid Marled. He 

looki'dV .slii; tla iighl, isxaelle .1^ n.iial, ealm, ri^tlar ini- 
passis’e, ^.tisinsdy sineere, hnlldil.e .till. \\ iiat liad slie 
e.xpeeted V 

Coll I e aha ie« el 11 Id IS '11 I ’ S. I id I id I la LS i 11 \ . ' .Sla av' IIS I hi • 

wav to the n>oi«. J'’ia:i/-|, '.'-11 l il.e i.diarge of \'i. Il 's 
vour da}’, 'Idieo.^ You h a '1 in. o|f.‘ 

' A’ns, riiiinis.’ 

Tlieo loolnd round wilh sot nin, nxeit'nnait. Ti.. •ee'*s 
rested <ai his Ikto, ih. ('aalier,., ho was slaiitlinir holt 
upriejit \fllh Ins annual hi.*snl<., Ihe \i||o\'. o|o\, hnnhe 
’«'|id in hi.s lelt h.and. Ill'll II'' gl.ila'id le a I a I l li; djjjr'flis 
mother. 

♦ ‘ Ought 1 to -' he hegan. ahno.t in a w*l11 gler, and dre\s' 

in his under lip, 

' L<s.Ad the wa}',with lias ('a sai 1 iete. ’ add Fdlia i|i|iekl\’. 

' i'/'( an, Cysahere!’ she add'd, \'. llii a g' .liina 

Tile C'as’alieris l.»io|.''d nmeh siir^ni 'd. t'lit he snhniittetl 
with a format how to Ihw e\l r.aoi,lin.ii*e i n 1 11 ng' n asnt of the 
rules of etigiii Itis ;• and, nae, mg ^^l^h a h'lld supjileness 
which ne\'er desf itid him, slepp.^l forward, svlule d'heo 
kept r^ose at his .sa ieyn^l'.as oiinng, wilh e\'es fastened on 
h.s linr.s, to eniulal'e h n at 'ra m. heanii" and ih ]>< n tiiK nt. 
\Vhe dining-room had s. t «|iart for tins funetion. 

The twble«ftas pu^la'd ii[i a'.eaijist tla- wall at I'lie end, and* 
on it in gle)r\' stood the biidlala}’ eak.e, nm*ieul' nish’ lii rn, 
as it seenicd^to Iris and \ ada who had slnred it. Wine, 
x’lTtnouth, andJernon.ide in jugs, with m.n s glasses tkmked 
it. At the otlier end eif tin- rallier long room \ias plaes'd tlie 
‘ birthday,chair,’ euie < if tlM arge ut^iigiit chairs with straiglit 
arnig, c^jvered with red damask, wrneh are so often to tx- 
scen^n Roman drawing-rooms, Ileside it was a table. In 
from of it w|;re some chairs careTesaly arranged for the 
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present-giv<srs. Edna wanted tiie little affair to /^er^l an 
Important iunctinu to the children, h\it slic diel not wsh it 
to be formal. If it;^ wrre.fthe bratsbvould be ehilled and the 
grown-ups venld he- iHirerl. 

Com'*, Hide Sally ! W'lu re are yrii i*wuiy' tij sit? 
Dol (iT'O, tlo yi.n kii'iw Siyii"!' Carpi 'i turning Tlieo 

iiieis a ebi.sei(.' at ' xpre s spied. M\' nwn child stumps me 
over geruiuls and sm|iiii. s. Pul 1 um jicrf' ct in mensa. 
^Don’t laUL'lw .SiyiiiT haipi. t'l, at h-e fath<T cluse tp the 

table. lU ha\c ill 1 m cin. Ifave \'r,u S it reads' 

‘ \'es.’ \sdusp' I'l'd t'liila, diyhllv driMi|iiiig lirt p.-a’d and 
hlushing as slii- ya/,'d al a sinall pai'csh c:i,''idull\- \\ rap'fii d 


in siher 
.bands. 


pype'i’, 'aliieh sic Was Ir'ldlliy liylplv^ with tioth 


She ne'slh i| ayainst 1 ten/il. 

‘ht'lll lie pk' it 7 ' dll' liiliriiiliri d ealln sip-. 

Tkt*.'.'.'; 'was iM'yiniiiijy tn wale- 111 her. I)' n/il put hi"; 
arm f' auid la is 


‘ 'I'ri'iii-'iidi ill ly,' 111- aiis’s.Mi'.'d. 

< 'h. iii\- hi 11,- , iiies ! ’ hi' I li- 'iisdit. 

He y, irs'd h-'fiire him. l.iMk' d'lieei had now t.aken his 
seat '>n the I'ii] daiii.'.d'; ehair \'. nil a si.rt .if iu.mIc-I pride, ^ 
trviny net I'l I'Mik ti'"' > \p>'elaiil, hnl iiiiiNerme- I'.illi antici- 
pati'iii. Ill . hrii\'.n hair f' II ii',- r lus hrnws Ih' was dressed 
in a new sui l. 1 1 h I is '^|'-■"r-. an h. I i .n jael,. d , an ht ■ 'H e. illar, 

and a sniail hku'k. tns 'J'hi • sini . iiiidi ij i -m ■! his slimness, 
lie \esis a lie IS' w I gi d [ a hci'.s lliiiiiyh n,,! shiiit fiirdiis ny-'. 
Ihit he \sas ,'1 \^ I ■ p fi.ill iif lii'i'. \'diie|i ■^■ki\i.i| llirmiyh liis 
happ\' iiiih i'i iiec. .-Liid sernu d f'd hy it. ls\'e ii I In Car'alierc, 
si'arehi.'r af the Icarts i>f nen lliaiivh h'- w a s -t'li.n'raeter 
come'S out v’.heii a man puls .m ifc , i.'isk in my sehai.] 
was a fasmirite sa\'iny ',_'f his - e\-i.n he' ah i'i'\'ed his filtnre^ 
pupil with a favsiurahle. thaiiyh inslinetiseVy a|‘i]n‘eisiny eye, 
and hy a sliylil niu.l iudicate-d that he was satisfied with his 
bearing. 

There was .a rustle. The sen-'ants came in.* smiling and 
quite unenibarrassi rl, hi hind tie' assenitily af Vh.airs, greeted 
,hv eager neids fraiu the hero af thrClay, who tRi.-n held on to 
the anns of his throne, dnd tried not to stare at Viola’s attle 
parcel. 

‘ Now' then, Vi ! ’ whispered her father, mak:ii,-g one of those 
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strange ^^•Vuel\ teaelr a man Vie Vias greatr*;ss, as sveW 

as smallness, within liim, some of the les'turces of the divine 
as ivell as the frail! ies rif file Iiuman bcin/j. 

‘ V'on come too ! 

IVtuzil t<e<)k ki'T i/iimil'' hai*l and 0"t 'd'. Ayd the tiiUi*h 
ol that tiny liu^id .n ilial neaiK nt f^ll I" him lilo' Hi* touch 
of life, and of nil triat a man ('liiip^ to in this wiald. 


Viola’s present was a 

poek 

el-!)>ii,|c, and had an iinmensia 

succc.«, all applauding 

\ Igs, 

roiish' \'dien ita V d inoroccn 

benuti\s ern'Tgsd froru 

lie- 

silver jiapoff led and ineited 

thereto lyv T.ady Sarah, 

W i |o 

threw hei 'i'lf ml o The .spirit 

rd f-he oiyvasii yi^wit h a 

.oft 

iwiihi'i'aiiee tied iniyht ha\a'- 

induced the al^ns i^i d. 

1 IM'C 

III 11 1 , 1 1' (s iiii'scs. ^11' r g, nia 1 

and heartfi'll yaictv se,' 

■a * - * 

lll-'ll 

1 o nIII 1 iliak' Ill was 1 , 1 Ins aiyh 


tin* room, and 1'' s<-| m ^ryl i'a] v. a m 
contniTt.rdlv f.MM' fi'Min all iia i. a'liiLW i 
Imlpcd Denzil as he liad ii"! Ili'nedi^ i 
hi'I]ied thri>noh llr^m'dial. It ii a ^ a. 
IchiSic.H t*rrt.ail of JiUli- and* spal Idll:;. 
irresistif'h- even hy ay'-ny of Ihe s-ail, 
came- renll'z to hica- lur. And Sir f 
pistinct which had led the |). n/il^ I 
(lay. Ihil evaai Ic a^ i n ilia a la. ■ lay iinn 
•arri\’ed rsdneli llij.ir,h.iii 1.. . n do 
con\'ersatiian with Edna. 


I e\'ei'\'l limy lloatiny 

d (adinaiv life. Mho* 

. p,,.ail,I, 'he 
if she linevc, mill let 
' huinanil\- that ivas 
I)' E m a in I hat 1;,.air 

'Ica.dore 

o ih^ [to h' r on that 
ih N'.h-n the iiioiiii'iit 
idmy e\ iT sineo hi-r 


The tabIcTw tlie,rrd daniad. ehayr waa ewn I [ >le| I 1 eii\a_Ted 
at last. • Th'j yold v.ateli id .sir Tli»od,,re liiE'd in the 
shadow' of the 1 ,1 ilhi^ ly'. 1 1 < ad, V 11 li a ly 1 III. a f a lid 11 1 'tea d of a 
brain, whieh ].ad\' .Sarah had thing upon I lie |1 ,m ir at her 
jIiv.iuid entr\'. 'I In' w 1 i of ]), ,1,,r, a m ,i s ei 11 1ei| in a s|lori iny 
liianiier romid Edna’^cifr of idaal ndiir' yailem. A rather 
K lin, rejire.acyt iny t l<F■ l'>n1 1 - h l^iy, t h-- trihnto i if Siynor 
t'arpi, defi^Tl b.attk' and liro /.o m ddc o's n-cklie. A feneim^ 
nin.sk given by the Cknalr re repi.a./d np,.n. an ilhialrated 
Shakespeare hfrom yciur lo\my falhi.T,’ Iris's silreti.ai, an 
'air-.gnn, pi unfed it s mu/.de at I lii e, ,mpan_\'. And little gifts 
from the serr'ahts, \\ith ' nialve-waighta ’ fjom Rdna, brixes 
of chocolates, *and several*handsomc presents from rclatioAs, 
and i4ien(^s at a distance, completcfl a bravo showy which 
fillecyrheo’s heart with inexiiressiblc pride and pleasure, and 
affection for ap humanity. *It seerhtd that the w'hole world 
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was dcvot^id to him, and thankful to see him rtine^' In 
return he loved the whole world. 

Denzil, uiid'/r the iinprebeion tln'it tlie ceremony was now 
at an end, ^t up. 

Shall \\ayeut the e.al'o ? ’ h;, 111'-j lei i y. 

‘ (')ne /.;iomont, khaiizi ! ’ said lidiia. ‘We liave a little 

.r - f ' 

SKrpi'leeUor you. 

Uolores hopan to ariauys' the rwil (Ui her hat. 

‘ A surpi'io- ? 

Dell/il U ,a el llU in his fi.-et. 

‘ tN'hal'.a fnyhl fill e, .|,1 he has ! ’ I.a.|\' ,Saral) tl'a aiprit, with 
Compaq ioii. ■ I reaih’ imi I y- f M.' r', yn to^^siy him.' 

k'or a nesnaait li' P iniiid pLiuecl oway Im tlw (iruini Iloti l 
and the ' pi rf' el I \- I la pp-, mail.' SI e ■ h n >l.i d aca i n at I )i a i.'il 
and I III' ai lima I ioii dad .ail . d la' .■ li i a d and 1 ilunt-f' n tuU'd 
'fa<»‘. whia'h imiii' diaI' I's slaeo. d lla' .sliUny impixss ad 

A ' , 

iw^JUtide e.'iamw. 

I S',’ ea id I id I la. 

Then S|>' akiny to the e.iiiipae'V P' la rallw she fictded : 

y'l’he. I i •, p.'i ny to - P' ah t W . I ala at ple.a s hieh he 's Iteeii 
studdivy to-da\', as a siirprio' for his fatha-r. 1 

thoiiyht \'oii \\cialdii 1 iiiiiid lieai'iny them, perhaps. The 
first is the spe. eh of Is 111y 11 ' nrV lla' 1 ' 111 h, " h)llee 11aai'a' il1 1 o 
the brea-di.” 'J'h e seeoial i d'elil i\'-o|i’s “ Crossil>y tlla'v 

Bar.” ’ 

Uen/il sat do\',,'i <pia tiv and turia'd hi^s eyes'towards his 
lilllc s. an II'' took I,',"hi "f \’i"la's hand. .Ah'iiiiavdid'' Edna 
was s[H;al,iny in Italian I" Ih-' Carala ve an.I Siyia.r C.'irpi, 
who eompF' la'iah'.l not pu.' \\..rd "f |■inyIrdl. and uas pi\ ing 
them siaiie alea of tla- diifl of tla' tV" reel I a t aais. 

' L" eapi e. 1 ! I,.) I'Mpi mo ! ’ .'siyiiiV (.'.'.'rpi h'ept e.xehain;' 

iny, wayymy his laiye h-ad, ai^d inuk^ny faces of'''kiMi 
J.nt'.'lliy. nee. 

The .ali. re list. ia d with yra\a' attention, and the air 
cif a man enleiiny a promne'' till mav alaslly unkneovn 
tia him, hut int'.i whieh Iw y's fearlessly, And with the 
full intention of heariny himself in a thurtaighly suitable' 
manner. 

‘ Si 1 —Si ! ’ he said. ?<rid nyaiu, ‘ Si !—Si I ’ 

And he drew himself up a little more, squared hisylarge 
shoulders, placed his glbves ofi his left kne^, and directed 
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his and unswcning nvcs tnwards the red (hnnask 

eliaii^ The srrvunts listi-ii- il ah" tln ir mistress sjieke. 

And tliey wliispered t'S e.*<di "tier: 

‘ lajuk at the sifiieriiis) ! ITe stands’* just like a little 

<d)Idiei-!'. 

At a sigsi fr< im Ins iii"l lar The., had e. ,t up fif.m Jiis ehair. 
Ill- looked . XtfeTl^eh' sell. .11-,, Ih'.lie'll \-er\' hi 'Sash, ,,'LII\ii > 1 ^^, 
deeply anxiells to do Will, hut li..t o |f-eo||,,.e|o||,,. He 
glaiiecs.l at his fath. r, then e,on d for a* moment at the 

haeadyre. 

‘(da! (<hn ! ’ mulhi-ed I he (':i\aliere in l«s heard, 


me^difti'i’-all}' [-'^.■alMiL' the 
to Ins pupils ; ■ (.ii| -. i (ill o 


pi ii'.-o' - lie was ] lerpet iia 11 \' 

! ( on o'l |i il o ! ' 


using 


Theo did’nof hear lie- w . .n I -, hut le- f. 11 that ttie t'a’.’.d iere 


ev.'»s testine hiin,*\'.a' weu^hine him in halanee, and la- re-* 
sol ^eil to st ra m*e\-er\- m r\e t.. suei-e,.,|. It did not niaJfs-% 
to him that tlie Ca-., ali.»e taeas no la. sd i d i. ' The sp-s.eh 
Was martial 'ind,for Tie o lie- ('afale re i u.-a rnal e^l m Ins 
short, sej^iare and supple p.r..in a, 11 lhal lli.-i'e w a a or e\a-r 
hadTieeii. of inaiilv and danne \iitu' lie i':i\o out the 
.■^jicech wiChMi loiii huig lire f..r a i-lnld, and at th-;.--IT >se 
made- an effeel --neh as he h.'id iie\.r i^mde duTine the 
'rehearsals with his ne.l le v. Fdiia w.is surpri .. d and 
deligt^ted. Lady ttarah had leal's in he|- e\-. s, aial hetli 
Signor Tar].i amt the Cavale re \',. |e i.h ntly inipve .sed. 
All Italians* lo\-e an eiaigelie d. Ii'.tr\ .and ahlear evliat is 
eolel .'Ui^ iinimpassioiied. .'signor Tarpi hi'..la- int.. a temp, st 
<if hra\'os, healim^hn lais"'' hands em rgetiealh,' together, 
and making appr..\ing m..ti..ns with his le-ad. And t he 
Cavaliere nltered a o.noi .im 'lane! ll<me! J-le-ni- imo,’ 
which cau-e-d dr.ip, <¥ (•-r - pi r.-d ion t.> break oiit on TlieoT 
J-ifeie'*. The siireaiit^ in He- haelpgr. .und elapped and ejaen- 
lateel. Iri^ and Viola ee'eie- in trafopoit.i , .f d. lie-lii. Hut 
Denzil, feir whom tie- \sh..|e thing had Ijee-n {art pared, made- 
no demonstration. When the- last lines : 


‘ riie iriirne's nt.iot ; 

Folloe^ your spirit : aiel up.ni tlii- eluirye, 

h'ry—God for IIarr\-! Knglainl ^ .-uai S.'unt (leorye ! 

had'been saitj, he leaned forward*a little, sttrring at his boy 

i ■ 
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with ail intentriess that would have astonished The<?, lin'd he 
iiotieed it. He lifted his hands twice and dropped thein, 
Then he once more took possession of Vir.Ia, sat l>aek and 
gazed straight hefiu'e him, as d'li'n prepared to recite 
‘ (^reissing flu' l>ar,’ Ncifhsr li'f. >t ires^meir Sir The<id(jr^ 
had joined ili tin- apfilausc. Edna iioliced that, and feared 
lest I hi y, perhaps liatod ri eitalions li\' a isl'ilo, even eiii sne'h 
all occasion. Her hnsleiiid ^ sili nco sir; Ihoiiglit she undea'- 
stood. Il Wins eaiwi il, sir' liclnot d, 1 1 \' pli a-ure, and per¬ 
haps liy faUirrly, priile, c.arcfully ’isliaiirol in t',-pic;d 
Jlritisli fiiehion. l!ul she hegaii (o In; a htlle an;^ iono nlioiit 
the t'anriyngcs, and to wi^h she had omitted Tcimvsi^m’s 
poem from the programme. Ho'^i;c\ i r„ it w;is too lats' to 
change- an\ihing inw. Th- o was In emming. 

Wlr n he nnisir d I'.diia Was cj..'11hI'lTied in her suspiiTiii 
^ha_t lici' i.'hoicr had Inn-ll a mis|;il-.e, d.-spitl 'I'heo’s specosS 
w^hjd^ por.n attor her csp|,in:ili 'ii al tlr- rolwaro'd. 'I'lic 
hoy. earned away liy the pm oneo of (he ra\'.ahere--Mars in 
a frock Coat - !iy tlie e.\eit( nr nt of hfe and its joys, "which 
he WHS at that \'crv moment c\[ierieneinn, mid h\' the slvmig 
effo'iV-ys hich Iw had jn t m.ide I,, he palriol',, .'ind ce-iTi 
pngnacioii coiihj Hot eiihr mio tile spirit eif ‘Erossiiig 
the 1 hir.’ Tlie wine of life- whs lairstiiig out of the wine¬ 
press. 'l'o-mori"ow he Nsoiild put ,',n liis i,ew lestgings. ^\"onld 
crack his m.-w whip as he lie.iisuh; his [ioii\. d'li-inori'ciw he 
Would si'lemnK' assinnc man|c and g|o\'es, aiav stand up, 
rapier iii limid, ln f,.rc tlm (’:i\',aliere. 'l’r\' as he '\‘.'ou]d he 
Could Hot I'e.ilie Ih'' ne((l (.f lhc pi|o|. (he h'lplessi r;ss tllat 

overtiikcs even (lie stionge-1 man in lhc hour of transition 
from life to tlie unlniown. So he saal the "Words charlv. 
earnestly, hut not what inoU hcsj^^g‘ would ha\'e call'll, 
inosingly.’ 

Ami just hecaiisc of thiit he nioe-cii iienzil to the cure of 
Jne .Soul, Till' hoy did Hot understaml <]ca(li. 

‘ He Won't midcrstaiid iiiiiic ! ’ thought^ the faEuer. 
‘None of niy children will nnd' rstand. Tf I drs, ppear they 
must soon forget me in the joys of hfe. I oughtn’t even to 
wiifh them to rornemher, to lie a little sad iH-eause of me.’ 

And an extraordinaryjSons.ation of bitterness, and ev..n of' 
humiliation, went through him. He tried to striv« ags^inst 
it, as against a strong tida. But he felt that he went down 
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bcOce it. tt'at if tiowca over him, that for the moment it 
him. 

There ii stir iu the ro'.Hi. Vi jmlh'd at her falle r’s 
hand. P-oplc s|M.|;r. J*itt|.‘ Tli -. ^\a^ ei.niini; away from 
his’eed dani.a l; di lr. T'^n.'il i.'H ■ d hinwi lf, jjut hie han<l 
nn his bi\\'’s eti"iild'V. I'.nl We- did in't say .aijylliiny. He 
(iiilv ki'I't liis.liajhl 111' IS- f(.r a till;.'- iieeie iil. \viiiie Tlieo 
leiiki'd wie 1 ly al him. 

And SM ihal strany m'd-al, |iri')iar''d iynm-anlly by tlie 
hnineji tn iiiy ah'. Iii'.aal hiin bi.-st in tie' \'.''rFl. J'as'^cd as 

I .erylijiine yas^.-s. 

'I’he C»ni ro’iie' s do i\'c a\'. a\'fr. ini tley/is.'./ in silPne.a 
ibolmshad f^ai'ht ImJ.ii w. Ii-Ta lf in tli- last Imur. ami 
sill' as'a'- fiy'hl«‘i!I dSill' faei'd ^Iriiiiyi', and surely dreadful 
[ ■ 1 1 >1 1 1 1 11' . Ill t*'' I" 4 i b 1 I a d 1 11 r 1 1U sj la nd f'S'er sllS| ' t<'d 

II a 'll I : I r 11 I he'.' ' a I 111 I He ni' in >m, fi.r 111 I a nee, I ir when 
she \\ais 1 ii 1 1 1 111 e I'll h' - r I't >e . |,. ^r,, , ,n f- that ne irni ng V 

When the afli Mi'ii'ii eaiiie al^e said h' him ; 

' 1’ni V( VV S..IT\*, d'he.i, but ] ran I g.. t< i the I teiuflls again 

t'l-vluy.' 


‘ Ihlt- 


-t fi 

>r 1 lie e 

hlldo 

ids ]>arl y ? ’ 



‘ T eal 

id , 

1 dllnl 

and 




There 

\'. I 

1 N 1 

1 hllle 

lire: 

ik in her vnii^a 

Sir 

Theodi ire 

a.ked 1 

km 

11. 






‘ It 's 

pie 

1 1 \- 

1 lull'd ti 

1 ha'. 

e 111 g 1 y 1 11 • s: d d. 

‘ T 

iir any one 

'.'ho kia 

OS':,, 

1 

hit if b 

I'anei' 

eaii g' 1 Ijii'i iilgli s\ 

ilh 

it-’ 


‘ b'ranei'^ i\ - »’ 

The ^ear'-* ea me and ]ire\e[iled her^frem ei inl inning. 

^ Ah 111 mud g' 1 I la a h me, 'Ida'' a’ ^he saa 1, in a n a inie'iit. 
Then she left him i|uie|dv. 


snlitary e\ening^\;a, hefure ]i 

er. she ill 

'1 II 

lit CXJieet 

Sir Tl'ieodorr- t'f laane li.-ad. h. [.a 

■ l,:iK-|iast 

iiirx 

rw ten. 

^'hi-re was to b# a sig/jiei' fm- t Ij' 

'■ elllldrell. 

;.) IH 

1 lla: few 

grown-up* peiijilt- -wlai \'.euli^ be tl 

a-re Wiiilld 

111 ; 11 

he tliat^a 

sulp.'^titnte for dima r. In laea'Ur i 

if hllle:ria 

' ' s 

gre.'it age 

Several bie| hildn n li.ad bei n iin il' 

,1. He hai 

1 ea 

lt d them 

‘ ffquits,' but that tejm v.;m "uly 

inl'iideil 1' 

1 d< 

line their 


status fis C'utipared willi the status of the ('as.aliere. Vi, 
no ^iouljt, would g<‘i tifTed eaijy. But the guests wcni^d 
stay cyrtainly till nine odTaek, amf preibahly till later. 

Dolores ordered her dinner to be brouglit in to her on a 
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tray. When she had finished it bCie sat alone wondering 
liow Francis Denzil would pot through the evening. Now 
that slie had si cn Fraricis’s and Edna’s ‘ intericir ’ on n great 
domestic occa^^inn, Ifchircs had, as it were, rcturnc'd to her 
Iiuinanit}', (I'nl discard'd fur tIn^-ni"in'!ut her warpicd self. 
F.er, \ ( ry far, she had ihoi da'1 fi'iiii ia r true vianianh' m id 
und' r t'u stress "f a jineat'' tr"uM's S-i sh'- licli'O'cd now, 
a4' slie Sat al'iU'', and rceall'al h"W Isilna's eleask had felt 
und'T h< r k I" ung liyis, 

I’rrsciil l_\ s,h'' r< 111> nil s ■!''d lied Niu'sa .T'aiuings, th't Iri'-h 
‘girl wh'iut slw hdl s'sii far (Iw tirsf tiiiia that da', vas 
slr-rjiiiig ili t 111- a I 'art lie nt. 

’1 \'di:d Nuiaa .Teiming. is d i’lg ? ’ IFFua-s 

tlcught. ' I ’ll g'l and S' l .’ 

Rut lir-.l sla' -u 11111 e'I e-d a s. r'.aiit aii'l^ ini|iili'-d whi'-re 
tie; nurse \va .. 'I'li<' inai. i; jile d' I led Ilia ' siyiiiirina ’ liael 

hniUe.'d su|i|iai aii'l had y, ,na Id her hailiddiii. Ltolores 
''‘r'd_| ■ ■ I 'a ...t ;|| fj|,. (Iddf. 

‘ Yes ’ said a ^ • ifl \a Mi'ia 

‘ May I cane in for a luinula ? 

d’le* d< " ir eipi aeal. 

‘ oTidLaiR- ('nntiyngia is it ymi ? D" \a .ii want me ? ’ 

‘I’m aldiia. hhiy I C'lini' and sit \Mlh V'lU fur a few 

minutes ? 

‘ (dh, d' 1 ph-aae cdrU'; in.’ 

The nurse was a talh^ratle r ljux"in. and radiaplly strong- 
looking girl of perhaps t\\aiily-hse yi/ars af age, with Irish 
blue c}'i;s, anil rad'li h-braw n hair. She had a boautifid 
C(unjilexi'.in but sNas fr. l•kll '1. Ibu' expi ssi'sn eras honest, 
straight, not at all igiidiant. II'T manner was self-reliant. 

Dolores—she knew not win'- felt ra her shv as she looked 

, ■ * t ' 

at In r. 

‘ Were you reading ’? ’ ,shi‘ said, sseing an ojien book lying' 
op a faille to which a chair lead hiecn ilra\\'n' up. 

‘ Ye.s.’ 

The nurse ehas' ii Ihi' door. 

‘ AVhat is it ? May I look ? ’ asked Dolores. 

She took the book up. It was Ilarulij Atidij by Samuel 
Ixyver. She put it down, ^hesitated, then sat on tjie oi^air, 
liurse Jennings sat dowYi composedly oppo.site to hef. 

‘I hadn't read it for years/ she observed, ‘But I 
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meii^bci^'d laiij^iiin;^ ovi-i'il: till I cried. I came ujion 

it at-^I iss Wil.-i Ill's in the Ih.'i'.’/a di Sj-ayna.' 

' I *ve never n ad it. ^1 /1 tell me —are you hajtpy in your 
profession ? ’ . 

‘ ' Yfs. ^Vlly M"!, T.:id\''k'a nnyiiee ? 


‘ It seems t' i*m' 

uieh a 1 ei 

lAile s 

1 ie;i 

lion.’ 



‘ Ttrrible ! ’ •'eui^ 

1 1 lie nui 

' '''. L*”' ' 

Mill 

y ' uddeii 

I}’ red under 

her fomkles, and o 

■1 t 1 1 ty ||e|' 

kie h| 

o h 

lO' 1 ler. 


V 
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t If , 

•I iiir 

e it <s a 

s] ileli, hd 
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llelielvimt ]in 'fee 1 

oil, ;uid 1 

iiople 

a re 

1 liayl. fill 

fo Ihose 

w la) 

enter V. Ijiit fi t 

\ oil, |i< r 

' o 1 1 ; d 1 \ 

! ’ 




111, f Se,' ! ' s, 1 

id Nur.e 

,|i mill 

ate 

relax my. 

‘ Bui 

no, I 

like ]t. ( )l hefwro 

‘ 1 WoiTld 

u‘l sla 

'/ ill ll 



She h irik^d s’tea 1 

llt\' at l.a 

,d’ ha 

I 1 I 1 Y 

mi'e \\ il h 

Ip u’ lirm 

lU'eS 


fuy isf krmwl.'dy,* mia.diaiin d. 

‘ Y'^u will ma*Tv, 1 IliiiiT:, and c*. e il np [ireaently.’ 

The nu;ee redden,-d elis'Jil I'-'. 

‘ W’lv>’s t<>• I.ii'^w ? Kill I III 1 e* n In'eiIly. ] !ijt ar,■ \ on 
waarredny aleail t'i-iimrr'os' ? 

IritJores he-,ilat, ,|, Sir Irnl a leiieiny t,, lajien lea- heart 
l». this eir^^^v Irani rira had a- en )|ial ila'S fef tl|e Iirs1 time. 
She was rmt y..iiiy I" de il, hut .Ir- mu I l^alk h, h^r, kmaw 
•her a littlr- helli r. 'I'he fret lhal she rsas a nur;,e seiane<l 
just then to hel[) l)*l,ir, s. 

‘ Y*es, I am I ’ • 

‘ Tliat's *to e, M id, is it ? ’ 

‘ Don't you ,'\'ef \',a U'l'V ? ’ 

‘ Ver^ seliTiuii. I 'ni L'enevally to,i run-.y.* 

‘ And \'i‘t I sU|i[iese ,'1 yi'eal flea I Ilf train ihu’ 

‘ I j;lo n,i\v. 1 u I'd n, Int.e marernity eases irhen iirsi 1 
bcymn. But lateK- I ’/hjiad a h'l of had o|)i rations. Many 
p^iti^rts rcciO'er thoueh. I set those off ayainst tile ones 
'fc'ho don’t. I tia’*to looked il that fvay.' 

‘I’m ilfraid I*ne\er could.* But—I want you to tell riTt' 

something.’ 

‘Certain!^ Lady Cannynye.' 

‘ Do you believe in faith healing ? 

‘ Oh" !, ’ exclaimed Nurse Jenningu with a suddon 
acc(^ of fcrogue. ‘ You i^on’t met^i^that \ i.m 're One of those 
Chrfetiah'*^Soii?niifiite ? If you’d been in the hospitals like 
tjQCj tlv^m at ^11.’ 
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I ’in not Cine. All I want t'/ know "is llii.s. , r)n‘ \ain 
think tho sti'Hilv holii.-f that Sianis otii; ^^ho is dang'-f'iUsh' 
ill is going to gi t woll h'lps thoni -him i:>r lid’—t" g't 
well ? ’ ' 

‘ Oh, I Hars-say it d.MS mi l^.’ivni. Hut I'm onr tlrtit 
beli'acs in cha's-r smgi ims.’ 

' W’fut do vi 111 1 hm k Ilf 1 )■ s'f I ir Id' -i ? ’ j 

‘He's n ni!ir\'il. ])id \siu hoar ho\'.' la got tla- '■ ha\'.']-|‘iin 
out of that wiiii.aii at Iti'-hmi'iid \'.ilh 1 Ii iimiiL'''-' 1 1 'h s'-'.jii<- 
tul>e and the fi.re\))is ? ’ ^ 

She (k'ew lip h'T ehair and lauiioli'd fiasli, \'.itii Irish 
volubilitinto till' ri'l.i I ii ill i if a si i |. ■, .w i .nd' il’nl ' caois,’ 
She was still rilaling and i' \ pki i n iVig \'-hin a di-lanl I'linds in 
the ajiarlUienl stria k lniidly ti n. Itulni' s gi t ig), as if 
almost startled. 

; It 's ten.’ 

Dear nil- I Is if realh,' ? ’ 

‘ ^ly, hu 1 land ■ aisdif > i 1 1 - ■ 1 - ael. d l r'a'I Ip.’ 

She hsh 1 III it h'T hand. 

\'oii 'ra- (1. Ill'- me T’" 'dd 

‘ IIa\a.- 1 . Lady ('ann\ nge k ll'iw ? ’ 

’ lly lei I mg III 1,1 of I h' ■ n la r'l I k ■ d -ei. nee, and t 'V- -1 don’t 
kjiow. Ihit if 1 am e\er ill I lliinl, I sh'iiild lilvs' to haaa: 

\aiu to nurse im-.’ 

Nurse .leiining; li' aini d. 

I should lie \eiy A.al III eeiiiii, I 'ill sure, dint don't he 
ill. And if \aiu era-r are,M,iii'L he " thmight iOit.” 

She laughi'd. 

‘ Nei,' said Duluris'. ' Hut .[ Ihink faith Indps, (naod 
night, Xursi'.' 

Half an hour a ft'Tvs ai’ds, when s,hiN,v a . till sit t ing up. she 
hoard a fii'it-.lep, I| must' he 'I'heo's. She r\as seiaei 1 Iay 
a sir'kisning ■'ensatiiiii niT\aiusness as she ].naked tiovards 
iho doorway h\- N'.hieh he w»nld pruhatiK' eiiiiiein. ^^'hnt 
would he h.avai to tell laT ? Did Edna kn<a\\now ? 

‘How will it affi.et Edna's feelings towardspao" ? ’ 

Swiftly Doliiri.s strove to jmt herself iipagiimtivcly in, 
place of Edna, tei put Edna in her jilacc., It seemed to 
her that she succeedec] fn that (ffoi t, and again slly wag^ 
afraid of herself. 

Sir Theodore, coming in slowly two or three minutes after 
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she h.^ ITeard dir le,, itxtrjis, tniind her sitting upright, and 
staring towards lini. 

' Sllli UJ) ! ’ h'‘ aid. 

‘,Ye5. I (‘"iildu't ga te'^ird till yai came. J3tsides it 

is m it verw late,* 

‘No.’ 

Slle felt Snr'' t ha!^ hs- ^\ l I a d .'■ha lia d O' 'Hi' to In el, jTri'hap.S* 
that slle' was a-l'■ n. Ilul tii-ni'dit sle eoiijil not goi'ern 
he Vself l»y hin el< sir-a, 

‘ d'hc\(.'hildri'n ? Did'tliiA' ,sla\' \ ei \’ Y ’ 

‘ d'lll alyuT niiia. 

‘ (>iily till Ih'-'.rt 'I’ln ii, \ oii Oawil on after they hud 
geiiie ? ’ 

\ as, for a little I'ninai^ \\idi'd it.’ 

# ^ % 

' I'heo, sit do\\ n f., r :i niiifnt'a’ 

Ri'IiiftantI\a she- Ihoiis'lil. he' <'1 l■'^s d her. 

‘ Aren't you ’ j,,. ,p 

‘.S'Hiii. J)oi.s — if.cs I’Mii.'i 1: now ' 

‘ '^Vs,' Ite- ai\\ i I'ad. 

,\iiel la.' s^d V 1 1 li Ills III ail 1 1 roi ijn d a I it 11 ■ fora a rd, staring 
before hiin.^^hare I'.as a f.iio sil. iia,-. 

, ‘ Tr'll me;,’ DiIoTis said at la-t, ' I h l io\'# an - \-iiU Inite' 
it, Tlieo, but I iinst^kiiow. I think I a -it is natur;d, 

after ail we ha e (|one' to;y I her to gi t read'.' for to-inorrow, 
that I .should svah to k III )\s 

Ves, I i.laresiy.. What is it \ou,\'.ili m* to tell -v'l ,u ? ’ 

‘ IIoW^-lloW did ladna. hear it y 

Sir Tlieodore turn» 1 in hi ■ ehair and lift' d his e\'es. 

‘ Doloretta, it w.i'. Iil.e this,’ 

He fook hi r hilnl alii^I^i Id il, and it \'. a s hot within his. 

‘ How tint \'uur hainl* is ! ’ he said, eiirpriseel. ' You 
li^iVerrt got fever ?• 

No, no,* I an*perfecl 1\- w. ll. Tell me.’ 

‘There’s \'eiA- liiil.- te I'll* 'I'lie p.irt\', T supjiose it 

IVi'Ilt flff Well.^' I'lie elilldr- I I eliji ,'eed it, [ slipi e-e, I searr'e'ly 
knew what Aas doing. |hit \'.e' pla\ ed, danced, pulled 
crackers, actcei* i haradi s, dumb I'l'ambo, ^'es, I be'liev£ 
.were^ qufre liappy. ♦"■I’lim' nyist ha\'(' Ix-en. At last 
they began to go. '\d was alre.ad\’*in bed. I thought of* 
going then. But Francis stopjicd me. We were left alohe, 
Edna^ he and*I. I elidirt kTnow iHiat he wanted, what he 
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meant to do. “ Stay here 1 ” he said. His vbioe was 
nearly gone. “ Come, Ed, you 'must be t;rcd. Say good 

night to Tlieodor<\ I ’ll coine back in a lainute and-” 

his voice lyiite \S( nt. I saw EiU.a luok^ at aim then in a n^w 
way. It \vis at that monienv. tliat siie ■^uadfUjly knew some¬ 
thing''c.imiiig ujM.n h' r, I tiiink. ]!i t she oijly came to 
vne and said “ g'nul nii;l\C" and wiait aw^v \Mth him.’ 

Thcd lire stiijipi'd sja aking fur a minus'. 

‘I (kiii't. l.U'OV liiiw Ii'iig lie was as'a_\'--I'Vaneis. It 
.scri'ned tis nu- aV''i-y lung Imn'. IlnWi-s' r, at last iie came 
back'. 1 didn’t ImmI: at liim. lb gist saal, " It 'ssall right. 
She sends h'T iis\e—liha ing^ fiii'.all _\'i a, ■'S e-d"ne, and'this 
for I )isk li es.” 

b). ill iTi's nil i\ ■ 'll. 

‘I meant -III give it' til \-iiu' 1 1 i-nii irs ai niurning,’ said 
vSir' ’bhei ii]'li e. 

^ lie drew ,'i iinle fr.'iii till' |)‘s'l.' I Ilf hi- '".'d and uave it to 
Fill lire-. Sles (i|ii'ni'd it arid I'l.iil, in ]. liia Itiarzil’s large 
handvs riting : 

‘ d'liank \iiu, (bar I )i sh're,-, fur all x'nu ais;v'k'mg for fiiy 
Fraiizi.- —J'iiIN 

4 

Dull ires sat still fur a lung tmn' Iji'iikinj tnwards tlie 
writing, lint sha mily sa'.v it fainiK'. /I’ti'i'e were tears' 
betwi.'en Iwr and it . 

* <. 

‘ I e.iiildii'l li.i.'i' d'lini that ! ' she Was' sagiiig to hcrself. 

No, 1 ci.iuldii't har'Cidi'Ui' that ! ’ 


CIIArTER XV 


Very early on the 
brief, but anxious 
were expected at 


morrow J toli .res and Sir 'iV^epdore tad a 
Consultation. Fraiu'is Deazil and Edna 
till' Pal a/zo Parberini at ualf-past nine. 


^‘nd ns the time for theii: arrival Hrew near the Cani'Wimgce. 
had abruptly realisi'd 'Edna’s position, and their, own in 
regard to her, now that she knew the truth, It might be 
almost intolerable to hereto feel herself a guegt, to have to 
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ric-et q^iT the closest friends, in such a moment oj emotion 
ml drc^, 

‘ We ought to have thofight of it s(»oncT,’ Dolores said. 
\Ve ought—at any r:!ti' I umdit to have left tlic Hjairtmeiit. 
t should belong* to Edna, ^li^' ougdit to be mistress here, 
luring these da.v.’ 

‘ Perhaps it \soul 4 l h:us In ■ n b' to r. I liave had i*o time^ 
<> tliink of that. 'Id LI I'l: has 1 1'. I n sei 1 Lim ■h.’ said Sir T 1 Ib'Et- 
lore, anxieiiidv. 

‘Sha^ I go III 1 \V ? 

‘ (h. I ^Mfi retor’ 

‘ d' I u la 'tel.’ , 

‘ But you ean^t gi > %loiii *. A iid T lia 11 lly lilo'-’ 

He hesitated. jh' f' It llial lie- mil t y' 111 a i n, *t h: it if la 
eft *tlic palac'-, eea n ftoni flernput aj*ly d' lieate- me.live s, it 
LVoiild .s^e-in like ,a*di .a rlion of his fiiend. 

‘ 'riieo,' ])olol■e^ .said, \'.*ith dial i-[i, ‘III aft liour hki^ 
diis w^, can 1 H' fi'aiikf \a .11 a lid I. It 1^ you [|o ale t hw great 
'I'ieiid. it li you wliom lie- Di u/ib lo\e.’ 

EJli^- 

‘No, nei. j^i'ami- into their lieas bsei.iis.’ of y.ni. ddiat 
15 evh\' 1 think it best foi- ne- te. go, Itnl \(*i mii'l sf;iy ; 1 
see that.’ 

' ‘ d hat will seeiii \ a.'i'e' siraiigi', I thiidw Itlna iiia\' not 
umderstamh’ 

‘ Such a thing evgn't trouble heryn siieh.a iiii'nii iit. Let 
me go.’ 

She ge.t u}i, as if vithlhe mleiition of m.d.iiig mnuediate 
preparatie.ns for dejiai tiiria 

‘ It Vill be mmdi m./^ ih lieate-,’ she said. ‘ Aiiel Edna 
iifis always treated me in*!'fia tl\'.’ 

*^Shd* theuight of J.hat mite wliieh ^he had m.f destre.yed. 
f shall le4*e a leW'-r for her, of eoursi',’ 

She was about to go a\'. av. T.iit h.-r liusbaijd stopped her. 

‘ I flon’t like fl lis idea,’ he said. 

‘ Why m:,f> ’ 

‘I don’t like Vour going awav whih- I remain here.’ 

/Byt— 

‘ No, Doloretta. That really ean*t be. A ou haye—it is* 

you who haye supeiwdsed, arranged-’ 

‘ What has that to do with it ? ’ she interrupted. 
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‘ A great deal, everything Slmost. You h«ve been 

wonderful. I didn’t know-’ 

‘ Please don’t bedher about all that, Thco,’ she said, 
rather coldly, ‘'Any wnman naturallV superintends things 
yi h< t < ovn‘h' tine,’ , ' 

‘Stay itf }'eur lieTue. I feel I lumt stay. If I went it 
wi.iulil S(.i;in ulniest like )i. (k_-.'il ien (,[ l-’i('uii;is,’ 

‘ That is just vliat I tliiiik ie>\v.' 

‘ And \'eaj niifst stay tiMi. Adii in <sl not sei; Edna. You 
can reiiiaih in yt^uv "wn rH.m. And if Jvlna feels ^qual to 
seeing \viu, asks f'-r\sni, tie n \sai will be here. . I frel pretty 
sure she will wi^h t*' ,'<‘e V'.in Sle has .j^'eh a warrii h.-art, 
such a great seme df gratitude. I ^;n<'W she reill never 

forget le>\e’ready yen wen -’ 

Oh, phase d' in’t. '1 le i i ! ’ 

Jle was sih-nt. 

‘ Wry wall. I siippue I had' bet ter sta'.'. Put it must 
*?ie as |f I \ei.-re led lease, phae', unless If. 1 na'st n aigl\' iin-ists 
on se< ing me.’ 

‘ 1 believe sler ill,’ 

‘Thei), w'limrai undei'elaiel eaidi dlb'r imm’. hrdter tTTi in 
men e\'i r iiieh island lie in. I (hai'l Ibink Isdna ean rraillv 
wish to see me at sueh a tmer. Tie refi .rr' please trv to 
manage ru that I am iml ee, ii. Tli n' I shall not n,'ind so 
much lia\ ing slaved on le re.’ 

She went out of t le 'i'i m in. 

Sir 'J'liei hI' ae wiiiidere'l at the mixturia of deirp ,ranotion, 
fif praetii-al energ\', nf fe\-ern.h anxiet'/.^and ef alnei-^t petu¬ 
lant irritability whieh'sle.- bad elei'/.n dining tie' Ia■^t ditlk'illf 
da'.'s and just lei'X'. Pu't be bad iv'h' lime to d\\'el| on the 
mental Ci'liditiDli nf his wifr'. 'i'le-*tlVng \\ a > S- tfled. The;, 

were to remain in the anal tnent.deitli "f lle'm. TIwim' wife 

V. ^. ' 

an end of that. ^'lane|s---frllm this iieai^ent tilljlie opoili- 
fie)n was owr, ler mml think Only "f I’raneis 1 

Dolores want tn speak' te te-r fii' iid, rse Jennings. 
The nurse greeted le r \\ilh a ele erfn!, e.ailideiL^ smile. 

‘ Dci you wish tn see the riHim ? ’ ale a4;ird4 
‘No, not now. ^ oil ha\'e foiip^} the seriaants readv aYs^ 
vvilling to do e\a'ryt!iing beecssarx', to gr t anytluTig that is 
ivanted immediately ? ’ . ‘ 

* Oh yes, indeed. I know bow to manage with anybody.’ 
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sn 

'^ will I 1" '"Imt myself up in my 

u< iin si^^is t' I 111' (|iiil I '(,u! 1 if I Iv; '.i ay fill- 'till it is over.’ 

Nursi■ Jrmiiii,L.w >iiiil' il aLr ym 

‘ N"\e yli-in't E:.'ly ('aimynyi',' she,said. 

‘ { am IV't y 'H ly In.’ 

T<i hersi'lf l)i'l*'ri', \sas si i II Ti'] n a 1 i i ly. 'lie i.-igning to* 
'nis iw-r. • He is y^iiiry I. > r' S'' r.’ 

Sh'.' a’.'.:i\‘ In hnr 1 i'< 1 1 ' ii ill I, ' linl lnr-i-lf in, aivl to'sk 

lyi a liifik. It A\'as l.n (i’linr ci hi Ihiir i J 'I'nlstia-. Sir 

riiendcir*^' must ha\’n lai^l il dn\'.ii 111 III.' hi'drnnyi \\illi its 
‘niiipaninn e’nliiiiK' in Jhi- iaii. 11.' \'.as g^finy "U with his 
stud\: uf Ivli'daii. ' d'n \',iial i inl ’ nfti ii 111' asf.i'il liimsf'lt 
that. Eut he ehul iiiiind !•> study, as he e.'id iiiind tn fill 
11 ]) his omjit'.'dn iiTi s w i^h nl le 'i nri'u| sil i' >iis, fnr w lyeli he felt 

littli*elithusiasiii. « ^ » 

Dnlor;^, njii'iiiii^ till' \'n|imv' le ar Ths' ' lid, ln'yan tsi read 
di'lilaerat'h', earnfulhe. Sln^ had eliain'i'd u[)nii the passage 
in which the aiMlmr i]. .erili.', tlc' I'liany'' I hat eaiii'' uj'inn 
Xala’slri \\hi'n Ihi rr.' had niad ' h' r I ia nmlli. r iif a f.lmily. 
Dnlicalfc had I'l ad tie- hmil., iflid \M'II Ve| i v n i h> r. 1 1 tlv' cx- 
'[ul He I'ha'^'t^ind alllaeliiiii nf Xala'dia a', aii uniiiarrii'd 
girl. Xnw, as sfn' f. ild hi I' ' If In read it a,ya i n. she I ^i iiiydit 
‘ '\ ml that Is \\ ha t Hint her h'ii ill dn.s t n s. ii i e '*■. mi a n ! That 

is what it liiiyliL dn |i*iiie ' ’ It s. i ne d I-, la r thal Natasha, 

1 • • 

till' 1 nnt 1 ii '1', as I 111 i I 11 .yl a 111 1 ' i I V' | '■ 1 f n 1 , cni 11 [ tail'd 
■wilh Nat asha»11 11 ■ girl, iilm s.-me, dane^d, ln\ed, and ah.savs 
\'.'il h gi'a^'i', alniiisr al\',a\ , \^llh • 'iirl tif ni\ tercg the 

mysdi.'i-y nf ?lus|\e, and yet \e|]. iB' IiI an- II.1. Did 

nmt herhiii id m. an ifsinf.ing dnisn iid'.' a si.rl nf sliiiigh nf 
materiiilism ? 'riiere w^ iHe I hi»:g alnins,i ind. eiuit in 
'^'atasha. thr- im 'ther. , 

■ Slu.iuld 1 hi'I 'nil*.' like I ha I , if - - " ? ’ I 1 Mill gh I Di ilnO'S. 
^ihe sat with nne*lia i id nn I he i ta g.' fi i n 1 mu - i I. 

‘ And wniild Then In'.s' nie m^ire - lil.i llial ? ’ 

SlHi heard a li-mi' shut in the dislaiie. . 

But Edi^'^*—she is, nnt like that. I , he / 

And she hegiyi tn cnnijiare Iv r-e]f ii h I'.ik,:: ]r n.ul, care- 
fyhy, almost childly. Hdis Edna mnii , nr h , eh.irmmg, as 
tiic iiii^tl^r of a family thSii she had ki.en h- fnie the ehildnni^ 
came? •Certnirdy she still had charm. Dnlnns knew that, 
^and was stri(;tly fair in acknowlmlging it. But did tliat 
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chaiTO proceed fre>m her motlv^ood^r did i| persist in 
spite of^that ? Girl, wife, mother—Edna was alwaw chann- 
ing. And—as widow ? 

' How hatrfii] I am. leov hateful, ajid how false to my own 
determii,iati"ii I Franeis will j-ee. >\or, he will recover 
Th'T<" ^^as a kmick eti tin ihxir. DiAirrs sfurted up. 

SA d’heiMli)re (ipctieil the (feer. lie liKihed ,as if •unih r the 
bmWa 'if Ills e'nnphxi'in Iw had h'jeiii.ie dreadfully pale. 

Fhe\' h.'l\ e Cl i|||i , ] )( d iri s.' 

‘Theyd’ 

h’raiieis ani Mdliia.’ 


Ills I'piii'k eves ,s;i\\ tlw liiiek,, 

‘ lU .ari' rejidlMC ! ’ In- eiid. 

‘ I was lr\any fe. ll i ■, hett'-r tlyan riltinir and thviking 
of dreadful I hine,.' 

‘ I si'c - \s s. iJnl lhe\ Ihitli wis(\ to sei; Will at iiiice, 

‘Oh, l.dt-’ 

‘ Y'lii e.anii'it n five, d'le y h'lHi wish it--Edna t'Mj.’ 

‘Of ei Hirse 1 will ei ilii' .’ 

Fill'd with a .s'.rl "f le a\y drisi'l, alriTist .’’l.e that*')! a 
child, O.il'ir' S fll||')\^'d h'r hnshand. 

Edna ])i n/i*i and Eraiieis were al'Uie in a r'lnin next to 
that III \\hii’h th'- "p' lati'in \\as to t.;ki' plac:', Tlwy wf-ve 
sittiny sid'‘ I'V siih' "ii a sofa \\hin 11 e-/'ar ii i viip's (xiine in. 
Dii-' etly l)i ilnri s Saw them ‘.p,. fi p jf si ini',' la irrihli.' esre, 
hard, almiiiiii il.li', e\a;n disi .aesl perhaps, in Iwr lusart 
melted. Ami this l.ajip' ir d e\en heferi' sir- had Ih'sks'd into 
their faces, 'riw siyhl ef llr ir twn It'dies, leaning n little 
t'lwards each 'ith'-r, I'l nding a little, \mis eniiiiglp P'jor 
Im idi'ss, t hat l< we s. i mueli, j' iiiii'd 1^4 le- niyst<'r\-'d the llesl^ 
Hut wlicn she hinked iiit'i Edna’s face, then .she ^uff'^'^^d 
ijidecd, and was ni"\i\ 1 in the A i'}' di-f'ths nf that wnnem- 
,.ho<xi which .■ll■k m on ledges its' lf part nf a gri''at compajiy 
of sisters. I'vr Edna Di'iizi'l was (.'hanged. 

Never a pretty wuman, but ni'iirly alw^vs a radiard 
woman, the shock she had endured laid withert'd the chamj> 
that %va.s made, perhaps, out of .sunheams.^ lle-r jiTeg^lar 
features, no longer liglitod up,' heetned to thrust lorwa,0 
into notice their plainui'.ss. The defect in her eye wi s become 
• blemish now tlrat the sweet light of joy had irone out oE 
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her eyq^, the ci^uaJ ?|^server she would have letokcd a 
meagre,Ipftlin, and oven pei'fiajis nnattraetivc woman at 
that mobient. Dolores saw it, n .ili-d it all. But at that 
ini.niient-she fr-lt as if di'' w^is in l-hlno's heart, and almost 
ifjthni he'art ws ?'■ Is r (iwn. Aiid wmt to Edna, put 


I iMl 
' ■ \'. 
llMr 


I'S'irU Is 


oa 

both arhis al'(iut«hi r, 
she heaifd Isdn.a'^ \i'i 

‘ Thank Vi >11 —for 

in Inrs for a neinnnl 
did nut know. But :di 
I shal'l pray f' v \s a 
Voicoo ^^■r^e^1Ulill)^■ 

‘ K<(*na. what d' i 
on ? ’ 1 )i ih iVis.ai(J < 1111 4). I' 

‘ I will sit le i'i' \\p hill o :e'l 
- ? N'l s III \s*' 


ssijjl Is 1'. And as she diil mi» 
>|MTiis/ ay.j.inst her shviAder. 

Sis- Is Id lls‘ hand of Franeis 
l ip' he said Si 'inel hiriy. She 
ig til hiiy : 
iis^.' for yi III.’ 

A ih 11 If I ipiTs'd . 

'A lnle ii is giiing 


If sav 

Flalieis. 1 shall 
I the IsOX I ri II ill I. 
'•M'ly III dll I'dllle 


Sfi.all F 


't \^anl— Hs 


' 'rUinff }a Ml, Di iT ires.’ 

Diilores kiss,si Is r again, el,r-jie,i tls' arm i.f I-^nieis, and 
Went awa\’. 

She p tllMled til he]- hedrunlH, sllllt Rlld luckeil Hie ds'iir, 
knel t*di^vn 1 ,ega 11 In |il a \ , 

‘ Nh it fi 1]' niN'Xilsi , I iiil fi M- Fi 1 1la's sake ! ’ 

^he rs-peatid these \-,'M-ds in Is'T prav, r !i'_*iin and .•igain, 
with a ]H.-i'ss\erais'e (hal liieans-at last aliisi'.l iisiisit' 


Th 


elillilren 


F 


11:1 a 1111 


till. 


n ‘ Fur • Isdna and 
ehildren ! ’ 

Bright eir<T*s f,iriged Is f, ,re Ist iJiiiT ey,;s against which 
her hand.f wery presell. Sis- kts II lliys f, m- a Imig time. 
But presi •nlly she ena^eil frniii pray r. It se, n,, ,1 tn Is r that 
a deeisiian had Ims n ei ins■ t'^ - far i,ff. Jd lat it was ii're\a lealih', 
and tlial; tlieri-fiu'e it w.-is^-^eh ss fi,i Is r Pi pra\’ an\' liMiger, 
iMte‘ did not know what iffis deeisiiMi was, [I might Is- in 
cohTonhaJire with lyr inleif,,e, li, r alysist desperate d, sue, 
lar mat. Li* eilhejj ease fiirlls-r siipplii-at il m enuld a\- 
n, I thing. Afterwajds sis - , dt ■ n \U ind'i 1 d w liv ;,ueh a strange 
idea hfld Comc to her, and, slid inure, \', h\' .she had eriter- 
tftined it so ^ifihesiP hI 1 ngl\'. with ].ueh aPsiiliite e,iiilidenee. 
She felt that sht simply kne\v. 'id; t sis- did lait rise from 
bgjfTnaeyea. hud uo de»ire to irn^w, and ss' she remuined 

as she 

When at leiigth she did move her eves ached from contact 
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with her pressing hands. How jTung had she been ki^eeling ? 
She looked at her wuteh. ^ 

It was eleven. Ihul the d(>ctors' begun their dreadful 
task puiietualiy ? She \ss mdei-ed. And she wondered what 
Th<;o W)is doing, whers' he \yas. Pi'oliablv he wa,s sitting 
with I'hlua in that rooni i'ose t" \vljiTe Freneis was being 
6a\ (* d,■ or not saea d, 

.Again I)i>lores took up La d’lrrrr r‘ la Fair. .She read 
it steadily for t\\'erity minutes, \\illi"iit emolKm. It meant 
seariaL' ane thiiig to [n r. Ne'.-ei I le h -.s she dal not mis', a 
Word, and she h-new what slie wa,, is admg rdioiit. Ifer head 
w.as piiile ch ar, leT ner\’es weis- sms l\' ■|Mit..' steads'. The 
reeling iliat a eerlain mailer was d'e|g ,1 brought a .asrt r>f 
aslaer' t( i her. 

Rut \\li< le was,d’lieo ? \\dial w,Ts lieghiiug all this time ? 
PresisnI ly I his rpie' I«*:h reemas-d I.. ner mind, jiersisted in it, 
rnd began to make ]|, r fee] r'slk ',. Slw laid ins bonk 


low n. 

.'Mid 

s:,l for 

S.i mie 

I im 


d"iii 

g nothing. 

'bln re wa-s 

iK't M 

s< tiim 

1 to 1 m 

■ heard 

in 

th 

e ;l| 

SI, I m < ■ n t. 

Sh' 

■ got up. 

Went t 

o th- 

■ dour. 

and S' 

ift’v 

■ unh" 

■k'd it. 'b 

li'-n 

• w;is no 

reasi >n 

m tw 

h_\' it 

should 

be'] 

I'M' 

'ked. 

.She did 

pot 

oji'^ the 

i. 

ch M ir^l 1 

lit rel 

birmd 

to h'T e 

Il: 111 


;d d 

' iw n : 

lit''' 

W hil 

e sp, 

' ’..as o 

'll her 1 

•; nei 

■s 

1 he 

time h;i'l } 

KISS' 

(1 like a 

Hash. 

Now 

il dr; 

1 ggi (1. 

\V 1 

1 V 

dill 

m 't S' line 

one ceim' ? 

.Siireb' 

I 1 W ( ' 

tM i'al il 1 

n riiusl 

be , 

■ )\' 

er. 

Relhaps <e 

eery 

(’me hod 


forgotten aboiil her. Rerliap' no one ^^ouId think of eorning 
to fell her f he,, result.,, Rut 'b li eo - s ii.'e] V he Would Come. 
He kn ew \\ helS' shu was. 

He did not ei ane. No one warne, .',nd at last Dolores g(>t 
uji and Went to |fii' doer. Sh' partially opem-d it, held it, 
and listeiH'd, 'riieii she opeia (1 )>'+^ide, went out, and, walk¬ 
ing geiiHv, made luT wav to the room wdiere she had Ie'^‘ 
Edna. Thed, lor of t-'gis room Vas shut;- She waited ouU'ide 
i.’d it for a minute. Now that she was so near to.the chamber 


in whieh the date of Fi'aneis was being decided, she felt more 
.strongly than ever before the mysterv' and the terror that 
had taken possession so abruptly of her home, and of those 
who were in it. • 

At last she made up U«r mind, not to hesitat^ an'/ lorijer. 
And she opened the door and looked into the r,,^m. 'She^ 
liaw Edna Denzil and her husband in it. They were sittiryg 
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still, unnaliiirally stfll ;;s itVrrinci.l to D.ildres. Edna was 
facing h5r in a ( li.ur c^.isc tn llw iliwir winch citriinii1iiicatt(l 
\Mth th(_' rdi.trn in llc‘ (l'i(.-|.irs ami tin- nurse 

wcrc^ Sir Th' "d,-I',' ft ,,1 his hack tnrm.'d IdSNcrds her. 
X' itfL- r (if th '■in u :t I l"n,*i11 1 i 1 ;l'. \ m i limn .^h Mina 

ae c\:i''tly < I] j] "■ I' '■ I'. 1). .1. n . ,, T^ 11 1 ' lal Ic r 111 a^ t he 

d""]', she*saw m ' I'"!' li'r ' . \\'rc shni. l^'-hues 

I _ • 

knew, as sh'‘ ya/''l al Ic r I'.u a kimf ii, iaiil. Ihal Edna 
iice-dcd (hirkiica^ jii-l ill 'll l"''an '■ lie- c|:.iel«i\a\ u{Hni her 
J-’rali/.i. Sli'‘ '.'>a'-, '.'..nliiy lill In- "|"md Im cy.e'acain ein 
the ' irld. live, I : a I IS- , I a all' i' .1, I c '\s a In l"s^ i l.*nl she 
l''"k'it, in fur n; '^ - ■' i n 11 ic'hi 111 ■. ! Vial h".'. Iranyi'Iy 
111 ' 't i"i ill",, i'll' ' I a ! I >' '1*1 11 , 1 lad 11 ' il 1, 11 'l'A n that a li'ce 
ail'd eiins''i''n* Iciiiian li'ine c.aili r'lnain so ;Tt im iuLcK' 
\\ 1 1 111 ^it im ' n e 'at.* 

Sh'- dr<^' 111 ■ d"*.r ("'.'.aid li'T, ili'l 11 "! 'inil'' '-hut it, and 

• 

N'.'iil hack t" li'T li'dr""iii.* \"t \i'i", I"! e a fl'.il'.'. ai'ds Sir 


'■ '-hut it, and 
dl'.il'.'. ai'ds sTr 


d'lii-d-l'.' Ia:'|"'i1 
u 1 1 1 c 'll 1 '.p' ^1 1. 11 ly. 

: , 1^ 1 ' 111 ' f' 1 

1. D'i' 

'll'- li.'dv 

1 at him 

« 

‘ 1^ I'-Vill ic. . 1',’ 

1 1 I ■ : 1 1 ' 1 . 




I l'l|r il'.'S 

' .Ml 'iC'T ! ' ' 111' 

' ’[’hi' 11 p ■ 1 , 1 1 1 ' 1 n 

aid, 1 " n 1111 e 

I 1 1 r , 1 n , ' 

!"■.■d, 1" 

a I'l Is him 

• 


,J le S'.pt ti' r a ■- 

1 ral*!' , ll 1 

'1 1" ll 

I'l' alni'ist 

H terrilde, 

|. -'!' as if he ',11 pi 

e^ d h I' i.f " 

'111 1 1111 i y 



' Vi s.’ 

' tt" ha.s ri'i'"'.'. 

I'l ' 1*1 ei '] 1 el"l: 

: 1 

' 1 11 a* i s 11 1 

the room 

'.'.i'll liini.’ 

1 )i*l' ire-. 


» 


' Y' ri'[i' sit' 1 1 




Sir iTi'i'd-r 1" 

g in t" 

id ml 1 III 

■ lary roi > 

III. 

»■ I ha'.'c l.ierii -ill 

1 ' \ 1 1 1 ij ' i : 

.1 "11 Ili'l 

nil'',’ 11' ■ ■-: 

iid. ‘Ifedt 


tl'A't 1 m iiild 11 "! ha.' 1 1 1 ' a l,f a . 1)" } "11 I liink 1 a as ri yd it ' 

'^iuitc ricljt^ 

‘ I bclii'\-c, 1 h'ljic, it w:i , -"III* ('"iiif'irt t" 111 r. She niiist 
has'" lUieU't n I a-'.-^shari i ig Ic i f i udit fill aiixii ty 
■ He 'wVs e'yjn.isitc t" th ■ lai'ya di'..'uiie-t.ahlc which wrus 
eoverfa witlyhuxes and bottle:- "f cut glass. He stnod still, 
pic’tl'd yp a boWle, Inokcd aj. it. put it deiwri. 

TYou 'wfe here ? ’ he aslsed. 

didr not wait for a reply, but took up another bottle 
4nd ^J>tiUed out ±he stopper. 
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‘There is nothing so hideou^as waiting,’ hecontiniied. 
‘ Nothing. Anything is better than suspense.’ He*put the 
stopper ba('k. ‘ But of course we can’t know yet.’ He 
VrUthdrew the sthj)per. ‘ He has n-gamed consciousness, and 
,the ^eperatie.n has been Mn^('(<sl‘iil in that, the — the trcuible 

h.as X'lyli k’lkrli Bot id rclirsi'-' He tisf'k out his 

hiUKlkrrcliicf iilul p. mrei/si cue (‘nu-dc-i^'o/i’<;nc on il, 

Itiiluvs was sure lleil lie did nut Ismov what In:' waus dning. 
He ]iul llie ha;;dl>;erehief intu tiis pi.eket, put the stepper into 
the 1)1 it f ha SI t t [le h' it I h- (h lu n, a nit- pi el..-d up a p. .wderdii .x, 

‘ IiHs \vill tie .ib|.' til tell US s.iiui tliiiiL'' ihriv.'tiv —[lerhaps. 

I (hm’t tliink-’ lb' reniioad tie liiJ^.i'rAhe |m iwihwdiox. 

'What made \-iiu sa\' “all nver! like tliat, I )i iluretta, 

just le iw ]tid nsiU think — did \'iiu sii] i|i'ise't hat-?’ 

' I iiiiK' svanteil toj^iiios exaulK' \'/!int nuu meant.’ 

A fe put I he lid line 1.', and I urn.d Vi lUnd N 11 1)1 T, 

' 1 ha'.'" T 'll dune \\ I la t \ ■ >U I n'. ea id. d ik 'i lie'’ all this tine' ? ’ 

' ] )p \a u mean — a Y 

‘ Yiiu remember what ynipsuid almut faith le^aling.’ 

‘ Last night I did il 

'Let us go mi ' let us gu mi. I am syj*^iliat Fi^neis 
will ri’i'iie er.’ ^ 

' f have t;ieen praying ttiat he may.’ 

' Lrayingp tuil-’ 

He was alimit tu sa\- that t.i pi'ay fnat wiiiiething fbay 
ha]spen sliiiws a deihit as te \vle tie r it is giaiig to happi ii, 
But he did not hnish hi^ s. ntene.-. 

' I wonder whether pra\a r is of any^gmid exeejit to thuse 
whf) pray,’ he said. ' It" ynu really supjeise—ynii, Dolur- 
etta— that a pet item (n (kui fr>V \a III, I >r I' t US say fn un 
me. Could juissihlv lead tn any ehange in t tie fate nf Lraneia.‘>» 
If he wime destined to die, .h ■ vm.' Iiehia e we, 1)v our pravA'S, 
^p'dd cause tliat eleeisem, if it is a ijeeisi.yi, tin U'pchangcei '? ’ 

‘ Not now',’ sill' answered.' 

Sir Theodori' earns awa\' from tie' dress*ing-tat»l,e. < 

‘Not now! ^^'hat du yi.ii mean liy that k ’ he a^ked, 
looking down into her eyes. 

' Wliile I wa,s prnvine—after. |Sonie time--there tfanih^to 
me the conviction, it seemed like knowledge, that v|ic mati^er 
of Francis’s living, or dying, had been decided irrCvoeably,^ 

‘ That was only a fancy, of coiurse,’ 
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‘ Perhans. But f could Vd pray any more,’ 

‘ AnTtpat other thVrg ? Tlic exertion of the mind, of the 
will ? ’ i 

‘ 'pieo,jl’ve done art I can. And I foel l^iat to tin' to do 
anyniing'more wi^iild he iitl' lii,' 

lie i.aid iiothiny for a iiiinnh-, Ihr voO'ils, in' ]ii'paps" 

iOinef/uhi' in lur'iitnimri-, hi,! ini.'ir/uni n 


painful inipresei'''n, Myam I e. Inch, slic Ihcii; 
to strughde. At la I he . aid : 

'All these thiiiy-. aie .liiil cf ,.iir liand 
his Vi ili'c l)rc4l I 1 aid- i 1 1 
are p.'voiiies hill'd w ijji I Ic 
‘ Ah ! ’ 

‘ But li 

ha]i|fen, one \s'ay of I li* ol h.^r 

I 


U[< 

, he ti 'i iny 




in h 


,n/.| 

hill! . 


ti:i li'J^ 

• r '"v ' ll ll' n 


W 


to 


I ■ I h ' i 

. I, r- ii aIii 

i< 'll. A ' O'd- 


■ vdl' o'“lli' had la. 


- if 


II Upon Ir ]■ 
. 1 . 111 \i». ^ I 11 a 1 


had eolnhali d ' 


-Ml 


h . ."ah'' I l.'l d 

11111 I in I 111' dal 


hi-' 

11 r*-.! 11 


d rii.it It 

Ah' can 


U't thi'M 

111 h 11 a h 
lie had 


.1 


'h' 


Do^ il'i ^ I'el I e '111 !• 1 

hed and \M'| >1 . I le 

S'-'.jUlId f' 'll. 1 li.* . 'I i, 

I ] 111' f. 'i line, a n. I 1 1. a 
.all. .1 (Id V.' ni’oV . d a I I '1 I'd . ,\ 1 1 . I 

• ,To.' I'.'.l, ■ I f. . I 

only wait.’ 

*' .-\nd hope for til-' !'. t.' 

• She iaid imI hi ny. * Ihr i ui' 
cit her of le ']"' . .r of»a. h um ' h ' 
ini.> tie" p.H'hi'la of hi-, dal. 
sudd. 'Ill \'.l " 'c. .lie' a'.'. .M'' ■ '1 ill '.'. 

' A nd le 'I .' f. .r I 1 e ' 1 " U ! le 

' 1 lave y. .ii s. - 11 |T . I. .r h h 

' ()nK’ for an 111 .laid ^ 

' ' T '-llppos.,' I ('..l^ldll’t S'#' Nui 
^ I (i< m’t knees. ^ Ih' ' ' ! ’ 

* 1 like th^t Iri di yn h’ 

‘ How freekl' i.l 'oe n ! ’ 

’ Id^ho t ’ Holin'', '-al'l. 

' I dy^’t i;r«ui to sa\ ehe 'a ha.l h.o'.irey.’ 

‘ a«'fipce 1^ shoul'l lie \ er\' yla..l t" ha\'' hy nic if I was 
ve-.y 

/She’^hn excelleni muse, i tafli^'-ve. 1 11 go now unti, 
^tArn how things are.’ 

lie went to the door. 
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‘What are you p'aug to do/'Duliii;j.tt;L ? ' he‘."aid, as he 
'vas ub(/iii tu yo away. ‘ Wniildii't itRe be^t if you went out 
and grit sona- air ? You Im-k '.a ry pale.’ 

‘ When am I'anything else ? ’ . 

' V’^'hei'e are diffiTmt kiiiih^if [laleness., But just as you 
like.^ I daresay yrm feel yon w mid ralhrr be on the spot, 
as I (]o.’ 

Jh r\ithdrew his hands fiuin his jaekrt [)ockets, plunged 
them in agaip< and went imt. 

Tho-news nf Ive' dang'-rrms illii(m> uf I he Ciiimeillor of the 
British Ismbassy spread rapidly thi'i^gh Unman society, 
and I'aused great astimi Iiinent.’ ^ 

‘ But I'eaw him "111 "III \' the iln\’ lief ore yesterday, looking 
a-s w<-ll ns (‘\ (T he diijmii his life,’ ’ 

' Most ev| raordinai tiling to ki'e[s it s^i ipiii't ! 

‘lb;-' tboe was a part\ at the Detr/ils only yesterday I 

I knriW it, lieeanse iiiv elnldl'eii Were there.’ 

‘ I'd'en his own .'iiiibass.idor knew nothing till ,a few hours 
liefi ire t lie i iprTn I n m.' 

' Tie al\'.ays smoked liio rniieh. poor eliatj^ *** 

Sin’ll remar[;s \',ere ninde in tlie Biiglish and American 
sets, B'l llalian I'ireles n gr. nt (h'-nl of attention was dcs'eited 
to tlie f:ie| thnl the o|-i(rat io|, ii[ion l',en/i| had taksm plare 
in the B.ila.'.’o Barberiiii. 'J'his \\as generally condemined, 
and uni\ei~;illy tlhfuglit |o be an extraor/finary circum¬ 
stance. Brineio^ M:mee|h did imt say anytlniig against it, 
but .she coiild not umleiwlaiid the mat^tir. If Sir Theodore 
was the lo\'er of Mrs. J)eii/,il, ;e, she and man}’ otln-r Italian 
ladies had Coinc to beiii we, wh^SHhoiild he e.irr}' }p{ poorisy 
to such nnneecssarv lengths ? A','id why should Mrs. Denzt^T 

whom one did not wash tei eimlemn t,oo uncharit )(<)ly 'Vor 
J^'j.'ig such a haiideomc and attraetirc n,ian as S^ir Theodore 
—why should slie take Inr ’.lusband to l.w ojserated upon in 
the house of her hmer? And tln ri Lad\' t'ai'iViyngi,''sv’itutude I 
That, tois, w'as c.xtraordiiiary. ^Vhy slnmld .he T irn her 
heautiful apartment into a hospital to suit the conveKgence 
of people whom she must surehydislike, it not hatw in her 
heart ? 

The Princess spoke of the matter with Montebruno, wh.i 
had recently returned tO' Rom« from the French Riviera, 
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‘I shaji ^ever learivto urKierstand the Entjlish,’ she said 
to him. ‘ Although I^avc English hhsod in my owm so ins. 
Of course they arc called tin? “ mud English.” But that is 
merely a sayii g. They arc diff' is nt, so *thev arc inad. 
I'liat d OC'S for tie ‘ in an who sO^ 4ot <'lii si uni s, or tie- ws imun 
\sho eats jniv/(i sciylta und(T Ourrn .^I;Ll■glll rila’s pojtj’att in 
the den of tin- ciric|crgo. Bnt of CMiirse not f.«- ns. 

Do y<:>u think Lady Canns gie' knows '! 

' Cam Li -ct ta —wha t V ’ s;u,l >1, .nl <1 irnno iii*tiis hai'sli aiel 
wearv voica, which lead igi res..nance, no softii'os. 

‘ .M.iout her kuchand aiel Mrs. 1). n.nl ? ' 

lien always 'iiiow such things, nen scarcely ever 
know them.’ 

' Yet she r.as i\a s MrsT Den/,il at sneh ;i ne .ne nt. 1 f-' niav 
di'S in her apartne nt, akd ln*i\a;' Mrs. TLn-'il and .Sir Tle-o- 
dore free do wleal. \ cr I ley like.’ . 

‘Free! L.adv t’.an 11 }■ 11 gc rfill still cxiat e\cn if'^IrHTTn.ril 
ale mid die.' 

'I do noi*||iink Dohins raiyiyngc is the s. .rt of \>..iM.in 
who Tla. 1 ^ (1 T g 1 1 1 in a eas.' like tleat. -Sli.- w..nld |.rol.al)ly 
not eonni. Tl.‘ a^ia nglli s'.onld neser he m lightnig.’ 

' Y’le r.' ssmild it le , tnia . nra ? ’ 

‘ In Vteing e.,n.|ncri il, 1 think.’ 

• .\h ! • said ,M. . 11 1' hfnno. 

He looked at the l*nie'ess steadily f. .r more than ,a niinnte. 
Tie II lee said ; * 

' I am g> ltniy oM and dull willed 

‘ 1)..n't lie 1 i. lead, ii^s, (;i( .rgi.' I 

‘ No, 1ml ti ll m." exaetiv ^lat yoii mean lay thi^ rmigma.’ 

‘I ineMn tied if l)..|or. ^'annynge were e\-er eon.|nered, 
e. ini|n.'r. .r w..nld j.r. .liat.l',- li.e.iine her sla\'e.’ 

\^le If M, .ntehrniei s|M ike fgain, w liiiyli he was in no hurrv 
to el?., he saij*; 


is ? 


‘Shall I,go thi^ ewaning and inquire hosy Mr. Denzil 

o > ^ 


Yes, iOo.y P .should like to kne)w. P.ior fellow! .And 
i?ist vhfCd go^ what he wanted, Munich.’ 

‘ That/is hovf things ny. in thij world. And there is, 
.noibther Ar us. Even the Americuns harf found out 

tyht: 

The Amcrictfns 1 ’ 
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‘ Theii" [freat Edison has sard ft.’ 

‘ Then that is Sr ttl od ! ’ IihsiTvcd ^ the Princess, 
smile not devoid of ccmtionjit. 

‘ is ti"t only from tic- I'nit' d States that I yet 
'Mono-tirnno, 

‘ 1 ' F" 'll V la ri' then ? 


with a 
it,’; said 


Hr touehi',1 his hald and vllow foreh' iul with his lony- 
nailed fisrehuyer. 

‘ I'n an ^Ic ri'.' 


Tile J Vi 111'( yu t her hand liL;hM\V m hf*r la a I't. 

‘All'll froii'i la I'e - -do wiii o, | noMiiiioV 
He went oiil, slowly sliakiny lin 

r>ate in I la- a'\ eniiiy la' di'ow u|) yi a h'l'id fiacre to tin? 
Pal a/,7,o PariIITi1 1 1 I' fl his eard, and iiajiins'd laav Mr. I)i n/,il 


was, 

‘The Cann\'nyi's’ ana’s/rn r/j (iis.i, a iniildlis-aye'ri Ih'inan, 
with a'di^tiilii'd, aliiiosl ml I If el nal faee, and yra\'e, e.x- 
j>ressi\’c eyi ,s, lifti-d hP haiaP. 

‘ The poor siyiiori- is '.ci’y i.'l ! \'ery. \i ly ill ! ’<» 
Montehriiiio, in snitahle ti-rins, I'Xpriso d ^ Ir^^ r^yri t. 
No doiiht the slioek of fill? opisralioii liadrf^ieatK' tried lla- 
strenyth i >f I la< [sal ient. 

‘ Si, Siyiior Marehesi?. It is his la arl, I tlniil;. Put how 
should 1 kill i\v V 

Ayain he liff-d his hands, and raised Ills laree and 
proniini'iit o_\'e.s, ^ 

‘What a pity! ?vliat a pit}'! Let us hojie all will go 

Well ! ’ ol)Ser\I'd Moiifeliruia I. 


‘And why should we imt h'\oi? ? ’ reyionded the nMi'siro 
di rasa. ^ 

. He stood re'sjMsetfulh' at the doi_ir‘ while MemtebryffT' 
turned and (h sei nde d'the \vide S^ aireasi'i 


^‘»‘^'And why should we not Impe '! ' he' repeatciEto hirnsellf, as 
at length he c.'ose'd the doorPofl |y. 

Early the next niorniny, despite ee'ery effort of t'he tloctors 
to ceambat the slioek to the system caused bd the r^i^eration^ 
Francis Denzil succumbeel to heart failure. >' 


‘ In the evening of tU? snme'^rFay, in the first edition of 
La Tribuna, his deattf was annoiuiced. and a sh(^ accost 
was given of his career in diplomacy, followed by the graee^^ 
expressions of regret at*his loSs, and sjTnpalhy for hi» wifi^ 
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and younf children, ivhichVtalian journalists know so well 
how to luro. I 

Among the many wyn rec^l tliis notirr was Cesare Carelli. 
He ^jok in-Xu Tribumi, arid always ylaiircd flusaiigh it. tiufore 
he went to bed. J)n tins mcc.^i^ii, ii^ i\'.s\ a-r. Ire liad b(^ighU 
a Cot iv in the entiane,- h.iH i .f 1 h.- Sa l"iic Marele rita, dm her 
he hail gi me wil h I li is I'l n-i id a v. mny n ii-n f< md i d spi irt;, and 
with eyes cs'er swu il}' > m l li^ |i -"I. on I fi n' new | irid t \\'umen 
on the 'taavii'ty .at.ig's 'I'le-y neiaijih-d lie- lio\ i,n h-ft 

of the seems, arid as sin-il :m I hi ".' \'.i is- in Cesal'i.' I'pr'ned 
his ]ia[M-r widiWy and bre.ni Oi ri ad, \Mllii-at. eashny ('■\-i-n a 
gl:inei*at till - iierh'rir-H,!' Ilf I 111' 111' 'InI nt. Ill - I'l ad on sleadilV, 
sittiny Wall in tlia friiiil of tfie Im.;-:, i-Ii.m- to lie' crowd in tlie 
Pi ilti'i iiie, III will 'll 1 1 ia I i.'i III no al I I'll 1 1' 'll, an,i 1 11[ lioi n h' ■ did 
not oiiee think. fils ^’oMip.'ini'm s cdHily sl.ared at the 
\^'riggling'^UM] h;:lf^|il'.iiliny, lei I f-. I--| i.in t, yoimg woman nil 
the stage, ho s".\iing li' i' .'dlioi l, [inffi d-oiil slnnss;^^lT:ad 
to and fro, sho\Ud#har rows of i.vi^lh-nt I'.th bat,\\een 
heas'ilv j.iaifciliil lips, ,'ind oei-.-^aon.illy—with a iii'.'ehanieal 
gi-stift-e-^ti^'ln.d one of h'l' darl.i ned eyebrows, as she 
ratlaiT .sj'ir'ke tli^i sang a popii|,-ir slreet song. \Vh ell, a.s 

hajipened almost imni'di.iti ly, I Ins yoimg {«e|| h.id made 
uji their minds that as a liody they did not tlimle of her as 
a *inger »"Sh's was iiinfortliv of their attenlion, lln-v Inrned 
a\say and took l"ii!? nml il' libi rate sloi-k of th'- andiem-e. 
To Cesare th' \* p:iid,no attention. ^wTn-n [ie had liiiished 
what lie s'.as lU'iig In \^ol|ld throw -’uyiy his p.-ipisr, and 
exist. 

Presentlv tin.' gnri, iiilh ii^id s\sing of ti<T skirts, and a 
peculiar Vaggl I , a In to t ei r. flar, of her riid 1 1 leg, dis.-ippe-ari ■ I, 
^+thout a soiiinl of, a ppri i^al a in from iwi-n oiie- spectator. 
Tht^Aurkrii IS drisw t' 'get her, i^w-m d a wi^n, and amid ela])[)ing 
Anifii di Laii^tr w allg'il on, I h ‘1. iiig steadily, almost lhreaf>?*^ 
ingly, at the huii^eds of fares •before her, ayd nji at the 
circle !fhVe the smoke wrisalhs mounted and disjieisisd. 
She sanorsoiw flfter song, and e\'i'r\' song ^v,as greetnl with 
c^ics ! ’ and slid Cesare read ealmlv on, sitting 

well forwrd in His chair. leiigtli^the singer indicated by 
ges^res t^t she did npt yvnnt to sing any more. She put 
her pretty hand, and, smiling but loukiug determined, 
^etende4 to push the shouting' niezr^way from her with its 
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delicate, pink-llu'-hed palm. SI/ .shook Iu.t hcadtand drew 
down hcf eyi:hr')\vs, making a face ex^|prrs^i^■t■ of fatTguo. 

‘ Zarnpngnaro ! Zampiign.aro !.Zam|'iignaris ! ’ sliout(_'(.l tlie 
youijg ini/n, aiiil'iiot a U\v (.f tlie old (mi s t'Hs. 

Cclal'c glaiiC'ol up for tlnpl'n^t tiliHj. ^ 

‘ Zlup|m'gii:iro ! ’ In- feo err d iii a h'Ud, linn \’oiee. 

Anifa di T.aiida sdif him a side l'I.i is-'*, h\ hii'h was like a 
glance of I'chiikc, sliruLcr'd h'-r li-mid- r--, and made a signal 
to the coiidn(>c!’. The applaii .c (■' .lo'd, aiid the icrehcstra 
{ilavcd the o]'' n|^iig ham of I he smig c\ciy oiic \amted, 

(.’cs.'tsc, sali-.lici: Ii,i\v lli.il his ha|i| alid d'jl i’.'c cia' h.el 
l)C(:m ol)c\'cd, Titmaicd to Ins no.', - j ii |^t, .and III, e\’;s fill 
on the wonl Lnlln. .An'l jis'Aml.a di L.inda sang the 
dclici'ins ('iiiintr',' s'mg. wilh its ,1 i, ,i, d‘ri ci L, and its 

inii t.al ii III of lie pi p of A read y, t'l > i r- ■ Vc.ad the amiohi icc- 
riynt of tlo it a I h of Franc: s 1 )■ n.nl in l h* a p.a 1 1 n fMit of I In' 
('a III ,s)s. If.- 1 1.1 d a I’l .al t". , a ,f I | a ■ o, 1 , | and ch.a i act cri -1 i c 

litllia ;^ong, ahii-h only .\iiit.a di r,,iiid,i <am>,||ia ;|, should 
he sung. There was caught ill it soiin i liiii^r (ij)rii air, 

of It.nliaii Collu tr\' sell's, o|Ic-co\ (as d sf .p. ■ \aii' ‘s^ipt iiiin,,' 
<an lulls stretching do'.'.ii fis.in '_ms lull I'^iis."'\s it h ^angli 
NS'alls .'\nd Cam ipi I ii h , I ■ ■ long pl.a 111 -. co\ . is a 1 w. 1 1 h w a\a i ig Con i, 
dotted with iiiulli'aT',' trcio, and this.ad'd lea \vlutc roalL 
dec]-) ill (lust, .ah'iig \'.hich tlo \Mig"s ina draw II Iw ihg Ic.anii^g 
(.i.xcii p.ass, while till' drua I's lie aii'l s|c*p, with Il'C.'.s rs, or 
hits of green, Ik hini|*i Inair ('ars. And I In ns- nMis caught in it, 
toil, a sound of rustic fosa* ; lo\s' m ||i,' (ipeu air, far from 
cities, far from social trammels, far from tlo prying ryi.s of 
those who chatter in drawing,'alouis ; of lo\ e under sih’cr 
green olives, of hoc tiv stream tlo grasses : 


Cc5are 
while he 


.N u /..'imjiii an nil'll r rni ji.ie-c ofnr.a 
I,Ls.saiK i]n-K ii’ li'a I la'll za hi in i»el ier.a, 
tSK |iaiti'lti' |ie Naiiiili.i 'e tmu '11^1 
SuiiHiiiiii 111 Ik n I .fi lerii ■ II I l.'ici, njkero ! 
Ilia nun era iwa'iai 
(I Zaiii|iUKnarn 

ppiiSHia ’.a inugliera, 
p Mispirai'.i, 

a zanipii^niti e siispiri? s’abliutl'ava.’ 


read, 

read. 


and heard .Anita^di I.anda’s voice singi 
And f(5r ever afterwards Rie song of thi^ 




Z.'Uiijii^^naro was ♦ mrn-otcr^ in his mind with the freedom 
of Mrs..rfenzil - -he thought of li-T hnsbaiul's deaWi as her 
freedom —add s\ith tie; mo\T'm''nl of }iis own strong life 
onward in a dii'eetion Vvhiidi miglit had liiia to his greatest 
desi^,- : ^ ‘ 

' T. lllliTo , II 1 I rro ! * 

i lie Im.II, rieo-.lla, 

( Im’I !,i 1 ia 

I ario a ( le-ii ' 

b'e man 'a M ail. ‘iiiia 
('aiil-i'.a I’nr^ Ini'i. la imiinn nnmi^!' 

He ynt d'lwn In-. p.aO' r at la^l, l' :ile d foi'ward on the ledge 
fif tie' box and loi.|ail at .'fiiil.a di handa. IhU^hn saw a 
httln o,tona m rim n\aml ■aia ., willi N'irms Imanitig abo\-e 
its iliDi)'. Aial Im h^.ardjaii.s siiiging in ^e- mid-t of a great 
solitude. .• 


(iiAhrid; xvi 

At file bi'a'iiiiiini' of \^ai'n|i, aboni a nniiilli nflm' tli'' doalh 

of'h'i'amA, |)nii.'i|. tji-in \\as a ao.il ■'.l..aliiig |iarl\' ill lb'' 
jiataes' (Si' tl|o l,)i|e|m.s Mll.i\alill, li-it 4. i r timiii llin t'orso. 
The Dneh'”-s was a«.'.ld.i\v, laeh, elixir',-, 1. ilid-1 a arlod, liV' 
no means old. ♦.Sho h.sd t\>.o of and twi iils', 

and a pn-fty daiiglil#r, in e,.jnlmarriid to t’l.imt Tiiiilio 
Itornara, a yonng< r hi\.1li' r''M ('oiint'1 !• nanara ; and partlv 
f( T I hem, partly ] m tI lap, for ||. ralf, t Im lyl i shi ■ ihd i e.t sa v so, 
she^aitertniimd porp’-i nalKs ^Itiimig tim s. a-.on lii.fiirr- Lint 
sIm [iad*gi\mn two iTalh, and .nm' Val'small danees. Xi^v 
that Lent h;fif hngiiti, and oiiar1^\' made a prttenee of not 
d.aim'ing^ tSinugh 'Z' still daiiei.il hniimar abd ^^}ln^e^aJr 
it^conld, tTiS' Hyi.'hias^ ya\i- hnieh' s, coiici.rlo, and dinners. 
.■\jid slii^t \^s who had m.iih; rinlhT-skatiiig ono'’ misre not 
merely th^vogun,'but the passiem in Korn-'. In her magni- 
licerit pataej;Tlmre was u loig pictun* i^alh ry. with a ceiling 
, pa^ed by Tiepislo and a marble Hoor. One day the 
Dyfehess, in a moment of inspiratiein^ glanced down at this 

I • 
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floor. Her handsome eyes beeame fixed* and dreamy, tlicn 
suddenly, vivaoinus and twinkT'ing. She raised'dier head, 
clapped her hands—she was shll gay and almost as 
buoyant .'is a child —and hurrii'd away to liud her secretary. 
Tlie'^csiili: of lea- iii-.]iiiation was Roni'- on idlli i's. ^ 

Aljlirst.all lie smalt ' b-^ys ’ and ' giiH ’ of Rome began 
to tumblo (hasm f., flir sound of nm^ic, Th' n tiiov began to 
got up, and Hioir plaeo-, on llie niarblogl,,ors of the palaces 
were takon b\' the young marrioil wonion and the young 
men, seeyotareo of ombao.y, soious of tic groat Roman 
house's, tra\'o||i.^t fori ignoi-s e\ith goml introduotions. And 
imw, eshou Ruoli' .s .Mira\anfi gas o poi' I'u' I'Sws ning party 
for skating on a grand msiIo, od u niidilk -ag' d jioopb', the 
intelloel u , ik, tho orudllo I'kilh boal'i'y a In k Tonu t at i olis, and 
t hoso \'diis had hi ‘ hol t o 1 io, a, ho]|y ai k 1 a■ toii to 1 .ridge, ere 

(.'arnesl Iv ta 1.11ig k sV.ns at t ho t>,.ka i^iooli,gti. A well-kiiow n 
sfoalor had brol.on his log . .n I \’ 11 io . Is \' 1 lof. .re, A b. a ut i ful 

'•v\* ^ . V. ' 

princoss,’\S it h a fae.- hko a mu-o and a okiiid f deUSo l.laek 
hair,'bo,a-1 0(1 ..f po., ^,,snig I'Ao ' hou-''maid's knees,’ Mrs, 
Te.omS'-at ka-l s||,' >,,ai.l .a I.kaok ain't blue, and 

hael to bo (ena fnll\' ' mado np ' l.\' an <\port tfloatre' 

before at>|>oaring in pnl.lio, ,\ ro\;i| la.l'^iad ‘ riekod lieT 
ankle.’ And tt \‘.as riiinom'd that Mr-. Ikarawav, ivho had 
lie'ed in Romo 1.. tho o. rl ain l:iio\\k ilg'' of e arioiis truth- 
tolling poiooii ■ for tlio la-l h\o-and-foii's yoars, sind k'r+iel 
cert a i Ill V bo. m in exi,-1' nes - m son io otic r i jiiarl or r.f the glohe 
sr.me t.hirt\- \ oirs In f'^ro fhal, \wa^ ' Ikmlsmg of l.oginning,’ 
Rome li.s'os aiie'ihing that gi\a'S a, spioo , J tioviRv to an 
entort a 11 in io nt, and tho 1 )noho-,s had thorof.ire doeroo.l that 
all ladies who inlonik'l I" sk'ism at ler pai'ly imi-t n]ipear 
en turban. Tins eomniand e\:is lioi'ly uilorpretoil hy sarioiis 
prett S' W( iinon to. nioan w hat o\ a r sin I'd ti a rn 1 >o-,t, t'l lunte’^k 
Boi’e.ara, for iiist.uie^-, arrisai'd ni a e'ku' -litting hlaits ea’^s'ct 
"^fown, eut \ are' k .\s', with two jiatelies, awl .'i sr.Tl • .f Phrygian 
cap, svhieh h.okoil as if R had strayodafroni th; woo.ds of 
Theocritus into Ma\im's and eluuigo.l most i.fVits nature 
there. Her pretty sistor-in-hiw, tlv Duerieyds ^aughteT, 
had powdered her hair and wore on it a sixirlet ci n.diot ud- 
* like Pierrot’s, only smaLler. .k Wandsorne, but discontented- 
looking, .\meriean gfrl, Miss Ptnjebe Critchit, who waA re¬ 
ported to have thice tmllions of dollars, liad managed\o 
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make look ^ a^^uoly T^urkish, urif dhenchantee ^chnp-ph' 

i!ii //( 7 fcO/;J as Prims' Pi rrof'i whi^porcd to Princcfi; Cnrolli, 
till' mother of (V-arA Ar^*! ‘Miim*tla,' uthern’ise Pnncrss 
Giamarchd, rciui inki liny a ci'itaiii 11 inarl* nbrait a s^yiinx, 
hai.Hurraiigi'd Imi' mI\' r ' fur'^in ' in a mania i’ tlifit r('|’alled 
memories of the'* nin''i inn at C^ilio to fho-..' wh^ hail liecn 
there, alid that *a ffoi'd'd ''I'lii' ’I'ointit ' an oj-.piertmiity eif 
allowing his kno\sIA|y.' by i hri- ti'iiiny h''r ' Hathor the lady 
eif the undorwi aid.' 

The Miraeanli I’alae. ,\\a-. iiunii ii-o', but the Ittiehoss had 
invit'.'d all Ron a' that was . a i id 1 ly e^\a'n ■ I'e'l >«(k ' ' \ eu 

laT groat * I'o. mis b'Oin to I'Mik eomr irtalsle- hlli'd. In 
Mareli the lvon*an ' s a "if ’ i - at it', lei'alit, and Ibiriii* if 
throng'd \mI 4 i ['t'cyloyf ,li l mol a n. aial | loi i| il.^w li., thinic 
themseh'es so, froiii al^j'ad "f 111'' Dnoh'sa Mira- 

e'anti hafi tra'. elt'l. and hail a wido and eos| iioi m i| ita ii 

# 

aesinaintaiie'i.'. So li-r I'artf . e'oro roally a mi) sjiio-._,. .^^f^ 1 n 
lleT jaalai'o piopi" '.om ab|o In 'o'a|'^' tl'oiii tiial -mall and 
ev'.'aris' 'ino roiind of 11 ,1 m laI o |■;oi i la 11 1 1M I' -I a I I h- , w Im'h has 
gl\'r'*l Iv^'ino a bad lialiio for g''ssl|', info an atlnrisph'are 
iri'arm \ itaT'and i nis'ora 1 1 ng. Tie linele-ss -hnnno<l onlv 
aggres-iVo boros'^ iilgaI' aiel ill-lir'il [)oo|-)|o, o,|dilio,. ^ranl'm, 
ahd thos',' who, by lie- aomdonl of -lalion. did lek ha].}"'U 


to be of ' le r eeorM.* Tho i'"t sler gomally SMlooned. in- 

cTueling Mrs, Pari*wa\w \sho, liaeime nn-nndorsl.1 Ikt 

ins'itation, ami biing iimlor Iho iin[^i'oss|ori lint all thr‘ 
fe'iiiale guo-t-, \vo|'e*t'. pnl on liii'lrfns, aji]^'ar''d in 'Siio <af 
]>ro(ligious si’/,'*, b) 111' -ni'pri ' aiel li'ti'i'i'r of tho h'lstess, 
and the arnu/,''d ain1 1 *■ 'i i e nl nla n\' ' 'f I I io gm'st s. 

' Elhi ea patiie r N Mol ^1 l|on ! M'm !'e n 1 ' oxelaimed 
jjie l)uehe,ss to hi r mtimaj'' fri' iid's as I h' \ eanie in eme I’W' 
oifV ‘^Si elle t oinf'o, o'i',t/ini! Xoiis aurons im eadae're 
dalf^^ la maisoii ! ’ " 

Xfo onel Tieiolod to ask wla* was ini anl by tlie. The 
friend** oythe Diifla ss lloekeel towar'ls tho p'etnre gallery, 
«ager, i^eeme*], to 1 m/ ‘ in at the d<'ath.’ ()n a dais, eoe'cred 
«\ath pm ni/th, a string band was ]>laying a m gro meh/dy 
with Sop^iern eifgour. Tho^serajimg noisi/ of the multitude 
ofrfvates, »5*they rolled pe^’ielually the marble, mingle(f 
-syrh the music, wuth the loud l.mz'z eif e oiees and the tinkle 
oi laughter. Some jg beconie cosyropolis, a strange play- 

H 
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gnmiiil (("ir the nations. T<i-n\/ht the ^leerv Dnehess had 
pro\idi;d tie III \vith c'l ^fanie' that sieined new. Tlieir \’igenir 
and their rntmin in jilav ina it \\ereyevidiaiUy n delight to 
the,Jarge C'nijfuiy of agevs, married women who did 

^not fare dor haid exerris. s, a.id men old pnd otherwisi , wlio 
sat Viijl stolid looldng on. .Vneing these \\'i're .Mrs, I’ai'awav, 
v.hom ('.'ei-yhody exji-I'ted—on aeeoiint of the turlian— 
tei m I forth j'li'esisnf l\' upon the marhl^' sai a she>rt \ ovage 
tei the- other ■ x'l ofld : ^larehes.i ^'el•os| i : Jh’iiieess Cai'elh ; 
Prineess ijarloldi, lie- I'lesntifnl Si. iliaii \^he. le Id her court 
at thep;rand I [o'? 1 ; M m, M, I \ ille 1 h Ingle ; .Ma-jaine dij IP der ; 
Demna .\liee .M' tardi, and many nioii . 'I'Jk' men miuiPered 
Prince Peny to ; poimt Pocen im on t lie look out for .^trs. Toisms ; 
a Spanish noPlemun enll.d d \’i\o-., \‘,ho \M'o| e pla\'s anil 
nlrs'ays seemed ^teein 1 1 111 ne laig'hoi ; the .Swedish Minister, 
fpid others. Most of the Soling neii ..eie skaiiniy sscre 
/oMMd- ^ - sl.,ates, or \i I I'e patting ou the slides of the 
svonjeii. 

f 

Just in front of those who \sere eageriv \\al(;tmig, undeT 
tlic t.nll pieliu'e of a p'Jie. sat the |o\a p- Pniiei -os A ho said 
slie had ■ hoiiseii i.a id's limes.’ 1). spite |jer alllictiou she 
was ,^eing to skate. Ilep gie.al eyes wa re sparlJin.g rvith 
ant leip.alioii, a-s die stretelrd one small fool oid fricn 
Pi.Miealh h'-r short \e|\(i dress to\^,Ard. an adoring young 
man. a N- .apoli | a n. s'dio 1 .1 aP oil the n ell 1 i|e 1 wf, ,re licr a nd 

it h mu ell la r and d'lger 1 1 row 11 h.a mk-. pi'oer eded to fix c.ui her 
sliates. 'I'liL' mu ae m.ade au ahiio I fiwerish ci'eseendo. A 
little I’olish |iiuieess, hep li.ands liehiiid he]', lier head llung 
liack ill a, sort of eeslesS o, oli.r-UPe, Weill swillgilig P\', 

■*. L * ’ C' . 

takiiig immense emwa s with a mol loll .diuosl like llrdng. 

‘ Piasto ! Presto! ’ cri'd this .'omlv grineess to tlie Kr..- 
politan. 

■/yiiw-erly he sptrang up, tooR tier two liimds. movcnicnt, 

and t hey w ei'i' g. aie on tin I ide of thennisie. .\.al t lie n.ao.^ 
looked down on an enijil\' ehair. 

‘ Is yoiir Pesare here '/ ’ aslnd Princess Bagtoldi of 
Prince.ss Curclli. 

‘ No,’ returned Princess Cardli, in a weary, lack-lustre 
voice, that yet w.as nut disagreeable. ‘ But be said he nkght 
come. Probably he won’t, lie .seems to go nowhere tujs 
year,’ 
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Wliat^loes he do all I'he^inie ? ’ 

Whfit dues any one do ? I never know. He tomes in, 
goes out, Sees liis 1 sn|i|M.-,e, visits the club, dines 

and chi Ip sa ? The time [ia:-ees. What shoule] he 
do 'V 

Princess Cari Ill, pi rhaps tncan ,<■ she was bisrTi lenV'hsh, 
was mofe Italia'n than alninsl any Italian. She .spoke 
English with a slrtiiig ae. t nf, and made mistakes in the 
construction of her Jsnyloh sentenei s. lieo'ernents 

and poses sver/- Italian, ,'she had inlii'diieed dn Italian 
timbn.' into 4^ r \a.|e,_-, Slie \\a^ ei inl e^.'^ilal i\'e, cureless, 
rigid in e‘ti*[Uetti.' wilh le r equals, familiarly at Imme with 
her servants, as are *11 aliait^. I’.ul elc nssw ne^^e like the 
Italian ladv \th'i*d'iea liavol ihaii lil:e the smart Italian 
wiiimin whu gel ■, .all’her ^'h'l 1|> ■ m Pan a r/ms i a it te la mdi m 
in June, end lak*s the laire at Aiv m .\iinint. Princii^s 
Pai'eHl, when she wanted s^a air, S'i-.lb d \'iareym. ■ .. ***tff^^ 
must lias'c a cun* we^t In Sal nmagyieo-, fnr an aft' r-eure to 
the Abidniie. .Shr' drioi* m a shut briiiigham, nr a elnsi'd 
nintiiT, '-jldoni IT rimer 'Aallail, and was in ci/.^u ma ry dav 
ti.i hi-iv-frieiRis after six i heli n-k. At night eln- sat up \'ery late. 

In the nil Tiling sfr' exi a i d mil',' f 't h' r niaid^ and fi ’r*a fmv 
\aT\' intimate Italian friends. \'.iimen i d emir.se. .She was 
short, vers' si'mil, anikvet iP gaTit, umamlmg, and managed 
si'ini-heiw til ln'ik \«T\' mui'h darlsiT than shr' really \'.as. 
(due woman miV,' die dnlihed in Ibiiiie, And that wmiian was 
Princess ManeiHi. 

‘ Wlii.n is In.' J"ing to rnarrv, mv dear ?“ iminii-ed Marchesa 
Verosti. ' • 

' Chi %lo !ia ? ' n tiyi'iied Ipmeees V’arelli, with growing 
languor. Tim Im.ide^^r the n*n le, the mmi' rapid the skating, 
thr^iiiorQ wi.'ary and detaele ii^die niaiiaeed to lni.k. 

‘ VVe are all^expeet ing it,' pi rsisted the Marchesa. ‘ Swui* 

— wi.ll we lire all cx^n i tmg it.’ 

I 'utaHaid that will iisd help matters.’ 

The Prlnei.‘>s*ighei.l. 

'I ‘ I sliouldAiot be surprised if Cc'-arc never married,’ she 
addial. 

'/lit evL<y one in CesarJ’s positiiai.niarries I ’ exclaimed 
tl]/ Matehesa, ‘ The only son, and such a property to 
inherit | ’ 
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‘ Cesare be^an life like a fookifilrily observed tbt.Princess. 
‘ Perhap' In (liinks he lias earned his celiliacy.’ 

‘ Ace.inliny In Mantee-,i//,a—< —’ hfiaan an eldei'ly nmn 
stalls liny 

, ' ai’l''-pe.'i]c of (hat >'1(1 ti'i'a-'T t>' nie ! '^said the PriiT' a-,, 

net eliajidiiy lea' laneni'l ‘ Ih' n. "ii ni\' iielL'X.' 
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ren'iiis th>' In-idy, play> rs re'^i 11 i ny te the tabhV. 

>Ilas sle- \ I'lil ui ' >1 ? 

The Duele as had 1> ft th'- first dra\'.^iiy-i) >> iiiV^ and now 
was anxiously l""kiiMy with Inr r'auinl and biivldrke eves 
towards the skaters, 

‘ No, Ilia, she is tle re. t'V tie- American amhaSsadress.’ 

The Duehess breathed a siyh of relict.'' .She peredved 
the large green turbun of Mrs. Paraway norldiflg violt*4^tly 
as she talked to a handsome fair woman covered with jewels, 
who was serenely snriling and looking on. 
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‘ Shf #l|ng3 ti'i life after .'HI. It is a natural instinct. Rut 
I wish sl^e would take e.ff her lurli.iu. dear Sisuf Then I 
shi'uld kiV>w .she Ik .a\ Ited led t" die in )uy h< >use.’ 

The Dvichess tnriii.d and saw a t.dl, dark and <lelicate- 
loo^iurr rnan (s-*ihne s^>^^ ly*t^e,'..nds Ini'. .She wal^em^l 
him wi,th the eciiuiu' weinilli wliieli made Iiet such a 
popular hristess. 

‘Mr. Verrall ! llmv elad I am ! W hen did vmi arri\ e in 
Rome ? ’ « 

‘Only yeslladay. 1 fi.iind yeiir kipd eaird at the 
Eml)assy.’^ • 

‘1 imut j as ki'iit »y .11 t.. all Ih.' niee ]n'..pl.'. d'i.iis ! 

Ther.; is Tads' ('pniiviiL''- ei.mmy m I O'. \ "U Is’a'.w her 

‘Not at ad.' ^ V 

‘1 will jas eeiit y.aA’ 'i'la Ou.'li' - ^I'.s'.' isd la r ea.iee, 

‘ Ileik hiisl.and \s?i(la- ei'at fri'-ial ''f p'".r O'-n/d. 
predeeessur. If'- i-, yuardian I.. Ili'- elMidr.-ii.«+^',,-*s e, and 
a^ li.i.kiiig .afl'-I* I hrm all. ( (ia ia-\«i' e'-(. hnn anws'.lar.-. 
.M.’unt'‘nai»( il .-.I 1.. ai | .(d-.-d.-iamiIt 

.Mltlattigli she- sp'.he I'xeelt III Tnyli-^li sh.- i.fl. ii hriTe intn 
Fis nidi. 

‘That wae a \'erv sad laiuia-ss,’ said \'erral1, svm- 

pat he tie.ally. 

‘Mr.* N'eiT.'dl, tlie*ta-\v (''lUia'ill'.r at \<.ur Fn il .a- 
Lady (.'anris'ny'-.' saal I la- Oia-la am glad X'l.u are- e/i 

iurbmi and ni'-an 1' ..si.at.-.' 

.\nd she tuyi' d a\sa'.' tn gr. .-I Ih' I’rna.-' --s Mane'. Hi, who 
came uj» at.ia-, iii.t ^'.-.-aring .-^'nirhan. 

Eric Verrall. wla.i as 1 . ‘^ma- ait aml.iti'.us di|.t.rnat— - 
was a ke-i-n ..1 .s. r\ . r'sa\'.. ..i’ in that llrst ui'.na nt li.-lawed 
la^ saw, in Lad\'•( 'a 11 ny^L^ a gay and p. rliaps hrilliant 
w. Itnaiti .f the' ^^s .rld» d'la - r. .s.--e. ,t .i ir j n he-r hair < !ii| .hasised 
till* darki|<-*i^ 1# r e\'. s. wha-li t.i.l.eil te. tla- di|.tlmat 
ahiie.st nSiliei. Ills. >■ d'la - li|.s hF.l the- slight, siiggi-sl i. .n of 
hurdifc-ss wdiich ce.mes t<. the- li[.s i.f se. many ws.na n who 
are much in e^aiitact with si.eiul lif.-, a hardia-ss evhieh im¬ 
plies a send on Jhe def'.nsive, a heart that has le-arnt to be 
wii^' of an’^husFi. A lightdrony Hii^eis d surely on this face. 
And yet—the diplomat began te. ntulise that malice and* 
irony could not be natural expressions of the tall, slim, and 
still ajmoet gfltlish woman Hvho s1;ood before Irim. Tliey 
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spoke for a moment of Rome, of/’he skating. TheF, \'errall 
said : 

‘ My coming here must give pain ifo some people I'm 
afraith’ 

• ‘ U ty ? asked Lady Canri/iige, with a/dight lift of'iier 
eyebrows 

r My‘'])rcd''<'es.si >r was sueh a gi iod fellow, I have heard, 
and had stnum'h frieiidN here.’ 

‘ Oh—ye^. ’Rut you (■aniiot supfiose ai'y one will be 
'prejudiced agaiiisf \s.ii en tli al aecdfint.’ 

‘ Prej'udicrtj hae't tle ir roots in strange gtoimd. Will 
you tie kind and tell me where Mrs. ])ep/,il lt\-es ? She will 
be the hrst/piersisu on whom 1 sliall h.aee ,a card, svith an 
expression of my sympathv.’ 

‘ You will lia\'e ioWo eut to ]•>( sea/i.’ 

-- ‘'She has left Itenie ? ' 

irsr .-i.- .s likiiiL,^ ut r'r/istY'Lh with h^r niothor. But 
one can get (here in twvnty minutes vitli a go,.d me.tor. 
WTiat did wc all do witf out nn us ? d'liev ha\'e mimhilate<l 
space, Frascati is practically Rome now, whyk is,' of 
course,gh lightful for the people who live at^Frasieati. ‘flow' 
los’ely the’ view* is from the' heiglil alnwe Tusculum. Yem 
lias'e ne\'cr se*. n it ? 

‘ No.’ 

‘You must. My husband thinks it .tfie of the views of 
the World. I am going t*. skat*-. Do, eemie and see us. 
We are in the Palazzo Parberini.’ 

A young Italian spoke to h--'-. P(‘,,pR came up. Verrall 

saw lier dark ami grace'fiil Imanv er< om:* d with the cleverly 
arranged twists <if bright rose-eolmir, •Imwung towards the 
music anel the serupiiig sound of Fm.' skat, s, li'-r lips smiling 
as she talkeel to her (smipanion isr to tho many who ^TCeF-il 
her on her way. 

‘Surely,’ he thought, ‘ I Heard that IN-nzil wa. 4 > operated 
upon, and died, in her apartment. It was in the Rarfterini, 
I know.’ 

There esime to him, as more than onee there had come to' 
him before, a sensation of unpleastyit wonder at wdiat sceiFed 
' the hardness inherent m many, perhaps in most,'women^ 

‘ And w'hy, in Heaven s name, d<) we need 5oftne.s3 in 
them ? ’ he asked himseH, ‘ alWays softness ( ’ 
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‘ Mr^ ¥(irTull, let me pr(.’bViit you to Princess M:jnei lli.’ 

The Duclioss was. h'opitelil V (h I ei iuined tliat the ncw- 
Ciinier shoithl nut ]in\s a dull (oa iiuiy. 

Mi.'ansvhilo Dr.hai s was jianiny i),,- .ludors. 

r'^ir a frahiiyi^t afl'T th' 'Ti'*ilh i>f Di uzil slv had goftc 
n<')wlierc. Sli'' had allcnd'd tlie ipiii.l finirral iu*the Pro- 
^<•^taTlt cernel'i'e cail ah' Itona . \\h< ri' ])ilLi;i’ias go tei ataraf 
at the tool, ..,f (Pa ,s:i(l [hut's gra'.i'. Shi' li^id saen the sun 
shining^ through tho rxin^ho tri ' s u[ion the Uiree small 
childran drosst-d in Ma'I., and, uilii o so-., -lia Ian] ;isked 
herself wh^thir e\ei' ag un '■In- \M'nld hay" f.-iilh ai\d eoufag. 
eiii'iugh t'l pi'a\' Ui th'»n!S' ■ 1 1 rioiIs (iod. Sin‘ had la■!ni'iiihi re-d 
t h'-' lards of a ei^lli el : ' () (ioi 1, ss ho dee], i I'l -I '1 , y Ah nigh tv 
peiwer most elii' lK' in ^I'ONing mi re\' and*pi1y, and slas had 
I'l'jicated them mi nlall^ agum and a'Cauu ' Aro lh''\' trui- f 
Are tJiev*true ? ’ she had said lo In rsi If. And she had 
the sun shilling tliroiigdi tin- ex-press trees iiiffeji i I’lo'e three 


little children dli s"i*il m hlael., n[->on*1he mother \sho stood 
beside tlii'*n, holding tieht ly J In- hai d of (hi- tiniest. .She 
had he,»% 4 ] the di'x' sound of e.'ui h falling on the lid of the 

hi ix h hieh eoiita ijje, 1 I-'isineis 1 )ei i.ul — or hn ho,ly. liieh ? 

Tliat hidx'ous (]nevii,,u liad eoini- to her tln-nt 
* And now, xmIIi roei-cohiur m In n hair, slii- \mxs going 
t iwardt the Duehe-s’s [iietiire gallerx' to skate under tin 
pamti-'ii eX'es (if (leaTl [lopi s to the s.sunj of a Cake walk. 

IToW kiad slTe eoiije to it ? Sin l^iew, ai»l yet sometimw 
it seemed to Ig r as if 'die did ind re,ally kimw. And after- 
xvards trxii ig to li h il^leiek, in A Imh,- on tin- few da \'s Ind w eei 
Denzil’s funeral and Jin- 1 )r ni s .' e],;,i ing party, hut on th< 
many days that foll.Veil tln ni, slw said to hers'-lf, ‘ I don’t 
kiyiw. We nexer realiv k'ln^x.' 

For A fortnight f»w had seen her, aj^d no orix' in the.^oeia 
wofld. Thtft slw iiad reappeared at a dinin r gixen hy thi 
Countess Poeeara.'i.o xxhieh Sir d'heoelore hud been asker 
but hfld not been able to eome. 

‘ Theo’s in T.u.gland,’ she had said, in reply to imjuiries 
‘ He had some li^isincss in London.’ 

ynat seiyned* natural ei^ohgh. Solrires did not say tha 
Sir Theodore xvas in London on a*dead man's business 
Two or three people began to sjm ak to h- r of the sad happen 
ings in her apartment. The}^ did rfbt continue. There hai 
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been an ^^'xpres^ion in her evef whieh had stopped thoni. 
It ^^■us rejiclh lit. It Whs lik'.; the <l<j'eisive shutting of a 
docir. 

‘ Slie d'Ses not to talk yt it,’ [x-.iplr said. 

Bnl thoy dill ni.it und' r^tand \vh\' sli'.- dll'! not care to talk 
of it. 

‘She’s an odd sort of .a woman,’ oi|o or tws.) of iliam 
added. 

And iiid ed from tins lim (in- leehiig gre\ up and spre.ad 
in tiny I (liar kiiiwr, m' t.in'w i,f I)..I..no, that she rvas 

an o([(1 Si a t of a ■ ,. immi.’ 

Sir Ihiiidoi'i' had ri tiiriieil fr.om I.i/nd''t, t\s'<i days'* after 
the' ( oimtiA.; IiceaI'a's dimii r, aiid^ fi'oiint hat tine.' it \'>as 
an uinlersl 11. m 1 Ihmy Dial I,- wniiM I,aim no part in the 

Season. 

• p' Hot eome aii\lieri',’ Itulures said. ‘And we 
shall not (to afiy mol'- entei'iammg this sj,rmo.’ 

She’ (lid not add ^^ny I'easim, Iml Vw'rrr' imr of course 

understi 11 id. 

d’his \^;n a marl, of n-spi ei In h). ii.nl's mom,''A', 'riiat 
Lady d'amiN'iigo \reiit mit was al-o uiid'>sto, ,d. It^VoiiM 
b(.' \'ery odd fitr a woman lo ei'.o e\ir;.lhmg up on aeeount 

of the di'Hth of a man who slood m no relationship to her. 

(iood foi'liny and e| i. |no| | o w , i o I ml h sal i di'd. ,\nd Llolof s 
\'.as made mneh of Ly o\'ory one, 'I'ho Homans felt that she 
had pas-,111 tin'iuyli a.sad time, and ■'nusl In- prttei.l and 
helpiil fo foi gi t it. Jtomam ean be \ er\' s'ainieh frieiids. 
Dolores Was liked, and now , genej-iy hking \^as markedly 
shiwvn. 

She seerni d to respond, and ahnos'''with ardour,‘tlisjilay- 
ing smaal i|nahties more a-i\ irbiis, nlore- brilliant, ipiarc 
deti^’iuiieil than an\'Mie had shown bef(,re. ' 

‘It’s a pd}'.’ the litlle Doeeara j.marki.d ‘Dolores 
Canin’iige is eommg out of h' r genre'. told In’r lon.g ago 
what it rvas. E\ery woman who ieii’t a foe'l shoidd know’ 
wdi.at her gi nre is, and remain in it.’ * 

I'he little Boeeara was not in the best (yd humours. Fiar 
’she was—secretly, cir se, she llyiuglit—coming-out her 

own genre. She was Ijeginning to be jealous of her husband 
with Mrs. Tooms. Mrs. Tooms was certainly the pliiinest 
of all the ladies whom 5 luio Relieved himself to ha^m loved. 
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This was. perhaps^ the reason why tlie Countess began to be ' 
jcalou*; *And Nino had cea\<l from talking to his yife aleait 
Mrs. Tooitns. Ills relicenee was a symptom whicli made 
all the FrVneliAvcman liristfi.-. bo'cn tie' djmlnishing soo‘ "f 
her waist ceased fisim ,Msaip\^ng Iwr mmd exelu'a\ad\ . and 
shelieyart t'. liaT Mio. '1\.. ans* all Is eigh she b.Ji. \a ,f thSt 
the Anteriean wa'. ' I'S I aailoii ,| y r'y"elalF-. Tndpw.l, if 

Mrs. ToiTjis had b.,an v.ial,, ,! ('mint. I!.. aould have* 

been less j- ah-m -f h-r. Tie- C.aml. ,, kn.,wjhiw but she 
did not knew \\*li\- it \'oy,. 

Whan slw left V.nall D-kif-s \\-iit into a em-noMr that 
ran paralh4 uTtli I h- pielur- ealki'v and#.at d.w.n -n a kwg 
srttee whll- tilt- watl.a V.ll- had a i s" ail paU i .a I l),r, 

Marohcse Ak^i'iid,'imrw d off ii,Im 1 |,-- hall I-, lii.d Iwr a pair 
<.f slates. I'mi- tle^iimfii. 1.1 111.]'.' ’/.a me y-*! a m I ho, <'■ .iTh k m. 
Fvenmaiv ule. p^oaliUl.. ^I.at- v, a a .aloaek. l.almy. Tie' 
bridge plavars had mad'' uy tie ir labk lle>a, whp 

i|niat e. in sa aoa t]an W'S'.- seallii'e.l thoeigh Tie I'Sig -me'' 
Ilf immeiisi' di'a\'-iiVg-i'i 11'ins, • a \'im'^ slandme b'hi‘i' lie. 
buFet. 'J'tie ri 't "f lie' (T'O'^i sm I'l' walehmg Ih'' shelters, 
mlem'isi'lVt le- em'rek.r a-, a iw iiieiiaik' I'den Ih ■ band was 
Mk nt. Alarm! 4 *il ie,l e bank immidial.ly as U.dores 

lull! expieled. Sh.' laaled baek and lldfi'ti'd with hei 


ML. • 

' Whb deekari''t,'I'hy \lmielil \- imwi r m"'-t elii' ll v ii 
'leasing meriyy and pity. 

Why slemld tlei-T' wurd'- r.cur ti»ler mitid leiw'.'' 

The' imise I»f tie' imilI i1 1 ek"y ' d skat'*' mi Hw marble was 
very Imid in her ear«. It eag* ’b'-'r an impri sem ..f vmlem'e 
rather^thaii "f ].k aWe. .Me' imagined lie' slmbrs, evleise 
voices she cmild le av In alang m di'.jmnti'dly upem I he le'iivily 
aujeiited mume, l^m'mng f^mp. tuallv n[ein tie ir st. ps, 
eo'yi.'ring j'leriei iial*\' tie' 'mine groimtl, ]<i\<>nsl\ ade^nemg 
only to o'treat, •^di' ir bie'Syiit moemments sugg'-stml a 
Si 11iiyf ' lilt em Some' gk ire 'Us j. airii''y to an entiemg imk le oe n, 
But at the cyd of the galkry there were onlv gii.sipmg 
dejwagers, staring and enmne nting nen. And tlere the 
skaters musA tjirn and come ju.'t as buoyantly back. She 
heArd a feafrfid scrape, almost like A ers', and a crash. Some, 
one—two or . j ^r ec people perhajrs—had certainly fallen. 
But the rpusic^M not stop foj' a moment, And the \iohni.stB 
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avcmed to dwell more hea\ily on accent^i like tirc;^ people 
leaning. She wondered why site had oorne. She dfd not 
want to skate. But she wuuld skate, and already she 
skated well. .\nd perhaps later she would play bridge. 
She had iUi[)ro\-i,d wsjnderfiillp in her j>lay evej'}' one .s/ud. 
T/iere'was cnnn tn he a \'en ^niarf bridge ti'Urnnwcnt in 
one of the palaeos. Sle.’ wa^ g''ing in for it. She often 
plavril in the aftsTni"’U Pei'ha]>s‘she would win if 

she drew' a govsl partiieia The weanau's prise was a jewel. 

It would be a triuiii])h to win that jewel. 

She s,’gh< d and looked down at hor feii, turning it slowiv 
round and I’ound ill' lea- haiate. In a nioinont,' while, she 
Hint I e tins us'hss rno \ I IIP III and ,w u < llssh’ watelnai it, she 
knew that seniie one \mis loot.ing at |ij -r intonlis-. She did 
not look up. .Slio a\kod lii fo lf w Ip ) it_ was.' And t lie'answer 
came at isnee, ' It is (.'i sai-* (Aais Hi.' i'hi'’ ipin l knowledge 
faet w;a wilh:,i h' r. She’ look' d up and 
met k'nri’lli s eves. ,\iid iiiniii'iJia h p- \||t| knew I he fact was 
not uiiimporlant. Tli/'r'- was sl-mlv mt'iition ex|iri.’ssi.’d 
in those hlaek e\a o ' Though it deal i>ut, or rg're^ted 
instantly as she lootod up. so swiflp- mdis (1 I hat" tha^tlis- 
apipeiinSnei’ almost eoineiilid with flu’ sliyTit Idling of Iwr 
head, Dolor' s had p'le' i’. <'l il as ci’rlainh' as she would 
have pere(‘i\ed a groat and i ih .1 iiiat'- <'gnrf' s', hieh plants'd 
itSP'lf ill luT path, 'riial IIp- lieiiri- sPi'pod WMflly aside, 
vanished in forost cl.plli,, eoiiM ip.l alOr th-' faet of its 
appearance b'/fob.’ hor, or Ili's impr'kaion it left with 
lier. 

Cesare held in his left h.aiidVs'’" I'airs of sknites. ^Vhen 
Dolori.'S lisokoi 1 1 Ip 1 1 ' • eai I lo t' iw a rd s h- r, ' .1 11 1 h M g. 

‘ Why an.’ yii all aloiio, Lads' L 'iiiis ng'- ’ he- asked. 

Hi- bent, took hor hand, lifloif'it to Ins bps, and ssith tlnwe 
litis to.'nshed it. Dolores filt liis liiin mouth llirough Inr 
glove. ^ ^ 

‘I am ss'aitihg f.ir Emilio .Marini. IIo has gone k) get 
my skates.’ 

‘ I saw him hunting f<jr sonipthing in a distant hall. But- 
these are the last tsvo pairs.’ 

‘ He held up the four skates, whi’jh knocked together with 
a. dry little sound. 

‘ Did you tell dixa ? ’ 
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‘ No.^ He didmot tell rr^e what he was searching for. It 
niight"bje anything.’ 

' Don't you think you oiight to go now' and let him know, 
poor boy ? ’ 

J^f-r face hail changed. S^r^was siniling, and’lookcd ^ay 
and rather ironical. 

‘ Eniilio is very (h t< rntini d. 
you know, and h.a*- grjifh d (In- e 
Englislinmn ii^ion tlic iieTcinia 
Italian. It Ni^i'iuld bo a.|iily t" si 
his energ}' is llowing, Ihoidr.s, 
act of brii^nnAage. la l nc-put 

‘ Are tlioy fm’ me *? ’ 

‘ Of ciiuri^e.’ 


Hr has been aT Jdxford, 
Id lixity of piurpose of the 
I noig\- ef.tlw Northern 
n no the ehalifli'l ill wllich 


:hi h:> s.i. 

>n v< uir^skati 


may conunit an 


Ke knelt down before hij-. 

‘ Whom were Wiey for Y ’ Dohares as 
She had not slielehed -^ut a foot, 
his strong, brnad-eheU ed .■md holli.w- 
away from her as Iw lo. ked into hw' 
Co! M'ii;^^ eyes, Ji.aUse-d l.efori.’*lie repl.ei 
‘ 7 saw there were only t\vo jiairs 
to take Ijoth. Wne ne\'er kno\',s 1 
piiav arise. And here it is ahead'.'.’ 
‘'\Vell then-’ 

She .stretched *ut In r h ft foot, 
his hand and* drew' it down into oi 
he did this hr was silent. S 
Dolores he was sik nt, and 


kI 




( e -n'la'' 1 .o one 

I lacked 1)1 )dy gleaning 
face with Ins unself- 


eft. 

>W S' 


^t tl'ie t ^iirn nt 

[I'S Wei 

Hit on 


At tly t ’r.i 
en\ioth sk.ati 
e^ S'Atce.to^ i 


I th'eight it w'ise 
I'l^i an enfi.rgency 

lie took it gently in 
l'■•of the skates. While 
ng ,ns Tie ',\as ti'iiehing 
n 7h'a Afterwards she 
this rnulu.d silence wa.s 
n la.' got u[i, and sat 
1 . And iimncdiatelv' 


thought of that, 
instinctive. Whe 
beside her on tin 
tl-ey t^egan to talk;^. 

i Do yi.|U yare for this rage ? ’ la- said, ns he threwTme Irg 
across his knee, anj bent snk ways t'l f.ast, n a sliale. 

‘It is a good exercise and it gn\ ea us all something 
to do.’ 

‘ Yea.’ 

J£« put his fciot denn shftrply, ^id tried tF« om 

flcfoc. 

- ‘ Bqt there semething awfully artificial about it,' he 
continued, beginning to attend to tjie other skate. ' Skating 







by electric light between popes and cardinals mosaic 
floors und*r Tiepolo ceilings I • ^ 

thHe tried the other skate, Qushing his foot hfco and 

. 

‘ We aWincongnirius heroRome. But no one seen^ to 
notice it. t\nd I suppnsc it wmild be ridiculous to try to 
live up.tri c.ur j);d:iC( S. I fr( 1 ukuc at my case in the open 
uir. I often VdiidiThi' limki il intej licr face, which 
always had iw. it suiuidliina exa>tic —‘ wlictlpr any ivoman 
can ean fm' hi iny mit in the opcn^is a man, can. I don’t 

Sllppi '''** it i ^ pi icsihlr,’ 

’ I'l'i'liaps yi'U d'C.’t wish it to lie piwsihlc.’ 

AlthiiMLrh thi'\ '.M'l'i' Mltinc i'di thi'h' ^kation, auc"? felt 
uniiatiiial, a:-, th-' d^.'ilir dm'c \^hl'n,Il'll ill m-i\'cmciit, or 
pms- d. ii'ilh' r ' <''Vrd iiicliM'd tn iniii the crnwd in^ the 
a. ilji I'V jll^l I ii'hl lid I ill 111. 

'^“^diy ’ 

' I f III II!; Ill'll li '1C 111'' id'-a Mint f h'"}' ha \’e en iwers of enji >y- 
mi'iit \'. liii'h w<' d' 'III 

‘ i\’lii<'h (In \ i'U lliui\ I'liii o 'lifi' iii'iet. rricii nr wnmeu ‘id 

RMell.’ 

‘ I I'Xpi et \'nu .'ii’i' rich1. I shniiM hatn'T". Ik.' a wnmaii.’ 

Thi; :ippai'i lit r'ahiIII' with \'diii'h ('an‘Ihi made 1 liat state¬ 
ment lill'd Diilni'is wilh a eiidd' II ] rri l.'id inn. 

' \\'h\’ ? ’ \lii‘ ii'-l.i'd, \silh a hint nf '-hayplll'.^'0 

‘Rrnli.dilv hieiMin’ I eiiii'l iliiaaini' \\hal.jt is llk(\’ lie 
niiswi'Ti'd c’lnllv, and kiiiilmw a^ if at hiiiwilf. 'I ha’ve 

lint eliniinli i li I a wi 111U In n. \_'ld all II I \' ill^tlliet Is .agnillat 

what I su[>pn-,r' appi als In wniy n.’ * 

‘ .\.ii(l whal is that',"’ s.nd Dnlnrnyf dioiini'd and with 
gennine enrimity. , s 

He turned a little mure tnwards h r. 

‘ Drill’t Vnll want tn lie prntei't' d- 

‘ I ’ 

‘Women. 1 mean, tn lie walelied n\er, waited ony,to be 
given tilings ? 

’ Perhaps w'e dn.’ 

‘ I want to take things for myself. I skould hate ti^ be 
'protected, waited on, rt-xcept liyH servant. I sliould hate 
to be looked after. My idea of life is freedom, and I don’t 
think women are ever jree. cRtsidcs, I don't even think 
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they ougtt to be. 0 It seems to me against the nature of things 
for a -vWifcan to be quite frea’ 

' The iffitation of Dolores bad quite died away. 

‘ I daif say you ari’ right,’ shi- saicl. ‘ !• don’t believe we 
evorylonfl for freidorn nn.T< ly ihi al state, as* I suj)posc 

melt do, I We may liim-- to bo frre fi-Miii partifular ihiiig, 
or porsoh. Fut tin i'' it cikI^. FMiiipl< to freediun, would 
si'cm to rue a viuyjMh, ly otaiditiMH. T llniik.' 

Fi>r H m'''iu''iJ li'’!' > \i ^ f.-.f'd I'll liiin \mMi Mil cxprcssinn 
of conteniplati*ai that w m :i; i-lii ng a i ' I oliini.-^t ]/ti i[i niiid. 

‘ And II ai fur a ina 11 1 1 1,' ‘ \' ■! 1 ,' d m 1' I' 1 1. 

At tlii' iTr'IU'lit Willi :i I'iinl '■li''ri| I 1 1 ' *1 n 11-i'• vt"l>l)i'(l, lUid 
jlfMplf' f,, Ip.l.M.' ml*. tli<- uiirr;<l';. 1.11 yi^l 111 lU, tulkinL,', 

rtuiiibllhig iMll'Tillig 1’^'- I'lihg 1. !|" 'I :il''Ug. MaiiV 

Sat diiWIl with aif aliruptli. Ilial li'aj Ii'illillig ''f gran-. 
Si'iiii; liirfl'i' il a'.'.:*\a lifting Inch I In ir f'nt and iat.ing sin'i’t 
sli'pn. in M-ai'nli Ilf ri'li'i -.llln►lll■. 

■ Ibwv ahsiii'd.wn all l'"il, ! ' ■'aid l)i'|i'ri'^. 

Her fane had bi'Oeciiyu ilifu 'l^lFa. .Sin' ni'd'hal to 
SeV vral tin- I'l.ah'l-'i. ri'iUiU bln -eal'a pa-a'd by sli'ji- 
j'lji g Jaiiiliba and h"lding mi 1" a fall '.i iiiie I'd. iii'liiiian. 
.She wri': a \a'r\' ff^.l LaOr, and hat'd it, hnl dn' wish'd to 
Ilf in the fa dilon. \\ In n sin- Inel e"ln' by. a^ if aildileidy 
.attract'd b\ ■•''Iin-I IiMilU eln' turind In r In ad, and. I'"'kilig 
I lack, s.a w 1 ). '|.ar. S a^ nl ( 'ar' 111. .S| 1 II I n 1 11 ' e 1 a - I hi I I le \a ,ung 

Fmaiehuiaii. \»h.' \'.aa fair, lo nie, 1 11 1 n’iir. d. and 'digh1l\' 

o\ I'rnlre-.a' (1. ali'l x'.Tni h'l'l hi - In afl a liIlH' 1 'li cIk' side in 
a wax’ that dnfpl' a-'-.l iiltn n nn^n 'Jn' fi.l ; 

‘l)"l"l' ■’ In' Iffi'l I"' v'S ' ' '‘allile' l,a'l\' ('alin^’llge bv 
her Cdwa'-han na m. V' |,g,. y,q ar.' ! Ibn.- y"U mily 

just put I. 'll \aiur sballn'.'', I'^I hind el ill, .lull's! 

F.Yes- 

'•Dill yi^u Jie.ar tfiat eradi just n"\v ? ('. sare, I \\*:int to 

.speak to you pr.. s.^^f Ka Iti.l ^ aaii ? Dmi't fmgil, Ccs.are.’ 

■ AAf. Win j was it ? 

‘ Mrs. Tooru* andXinn, They say she has m.ide a dentin 

the -marble. Juln-s, if you don't stand still-’ Her feet 

sing/ out and fc»4 a moment i-hn' pre^'. nt. d In T'l lf to the com¬ 
pany alme^t in the form 1 ^ an arch. , Hut though uei .skatef* 
she was as lithe as a meinkey and made n clever recoveryh 

■ A new figure 1 No one |Can it but me 1 ’ she said, 
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standing siiddrTily rigid. ‘ Ary you goiftg to ply}’ in the 
tournament, Dulures Y ’ 

‘ I hclirn'i:- M). Arr you ? ’ 

‘ Of Cl nii’sc. Tl ]e (iraiid Duke insists on nn' being fiis 
partner. 'Such a faii-c! ]J.f plus's liln' -a riO'aUy. .^J’ous 
ces (irand'; Dues ni’< niiui'ut t' lletnent ! l'>y tlic way is it 
really true lliat yuu are geing to spsiid all the sunirncr near 
]{oine ? ’ 

‘The sumvier I Of ci-mrse not. \V,- .alyas's go uway in 
the suinrrftT. What eoiild make y*iu Ihinl: so ? 

‘ I keard Sir 'riyodore was perpotually at Trascati trying 
to find a % ilia,’ 

‘ Absurd ! \\V' ,are going to I'aiukuid foi- the summer.’ 

‘ I felt suro it yas a T : :iiil,. I certain .Sir d’hco- 

dorc didn’t gr> to Tr.sse.'ili t’isiee in Mw t'l ar. It's tic'' sort 
of, place where ,\ino ri I i n o willi Mrs, e'oonis to sjxnd a 
qTlK'T li('iui.g'.-'uiig at th" I if's,',! 1 e' okl dome of St. Paul's 
— or do T mean St. PeOi's? Ibl|,i me, .Tuhs ! Ah! 
Marcantonio, take nig other .arm.’ 

She ste|i|‘ie(] (■.■ii'efubs' aa.a’s, l.ill.iiiL' rajadl'r tiy. t he* 1 \s'o 
yi'iiii'ig men, and r'laneing riboiil h< r fer admiii rs, 

‘ Ib'i'w. jiretty .she is!’ Dolor'', sa id, "v io]nng .-i. 

‘ That lo\ ely red hair.’ 

‘Certainly she taellx',' ('eoire aii'-wei.d. 

Thi'ir ey. s III't foi- all iii .lanl, .and D''lores felt cert.'lin 
that the same Ihoiigiil had p.as'-ed ' 111111 11 a I iV'oi n |\- Ihriiueh 
Ijoth th'.ir minds. Piu'ilio .Marini eauie hui'i} mg up with 
a pair cd skates in Ais handv De looja d angr}' but as if he 
were trx'iny not to show his \A-.alioii. 

‘ Imjiossihle to iind two ]iaim ! ’ h'/ exel,aimed in^a gruff 
but boyish s'oiee, ‘ I manmy^sl ed l.Vd ’ his eye.s went to 
the feet of Dolores. ‘ A’ou '\'7? got a pair ! You ’ye Decn 
skatihg.’ 

‘ I hn\'cn’t liegun yet. N' av it’s all tyght. ^Vc shall each 
haye a [»air.’ 

‘But’—he starcrl hard at Ces, 'ire, who* met his fien', 
boyish glance yith the cairn .and determined eyes of a. mart 
who was not ftccustomcit to yii'ld to other Pren. 

Thf orchMtra begfliO to play ^ce more. Add ir piayeu 
the Barcarolle from the Conirs d'Hoffrnati, which that 
season was the best beloved teunc of .smart Eome. Instinc- 
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lively Dolores lurried her head. Cesare iLxed his eyes on 
the rairve td her I my hile neyi:. Th iv alrneist exag^jerat'dly 
feniiniiLe it was! Ifi' had Jmeswii. he hud been soinethiiig 
like the prey of, a pae i.iiiati' wuiiiaii f'a-iivuiy Vsars. Yet 
ns he IcH.bed at h' f' lt hie' th< man evh<i 4 ias never 

ent'red k^jR' seea’eT yard' n in \sni''h W'linan r'vaials to hfl.' 
appeinted ce>nipani"n tlie f'mndatiem tnilli "f life. 

‘Then, shall 1 ppt nn my sl.al's?’ alnaot stai.m.vi.,.. 
young Alarini, ^till l"'i|:ing "Ut (d the tail, his eye at 
Carelli. 

‘ ( >f e'SHr'e.' 

Alarin; sh'd’.a ek liani gl.ane'e' at aial sat epiiekly 

d'awn. 

‘ T ev' m't b '4 a 1*1 lii ml 'e’ 

Ci'tiari' st'i'sl up »:i'l li' 111 iiiit hls liaiid,lti D‘T mes. 

It 's d’iliei 1 11 g.^l I 111'0*1111.* 1.1 t hi'- 1 1' Ip \ i .11,’ 

Shi' glade' d lip lit liMii. I^il did del ididi'dlatele jml- '^,..0 

hand id hie, Atarnu alid'i A fnri'aid'e laiel.T’il im a '-.L.ite. 
t'lssare- liiiiloal st' adih' die,', n at Iti'li'il.^, .Sli'' g,i',a; lifiii lier 
haij. _ * • . 

l^t T.aily ('a m iv 11' 1 ’ e\el,•limed Alaridi, 

lie Was b'di I'di' fii'it. lln fiirelead sva^ tJivhed 

Viil'i'iV his Ihiek mid --Imimg ITiel. hmr, s'.ln-li ep,,!,,-. almost 
like a earriiieh'd bini^ 11 1, hadiF N'oeki'l ipiieklv, but iiei 
longer elliei' dlly. '>41 th's iilh' r skat'V 

Cisme- and Und na' pis'-edI i_\', 1 \M*it t" sk.ate ^',ith \aiu. 

\ eiu skate si) Well,' D'll'ii'i 5 said to Irtni with’ge'iitle kindness. 

‘ I sliall 1 "s in till' galli r\'.’ 

(dll, I leadle yi 111 !• lint 

She Villi' d and, 1 ' .l.mg aliii"-! uiTiiaturally slim and tall 
r.aised up oil lier skalV,, s^e .stepped sleovlv awav helped bv 
Vn‘,,llli. ' 

‘J) ainn J ' imif I 'T* d Alai ini ti. him, self. 

He had t Ae manf^fur I lunem V'ii,-^i''lii '^nd this nt 1' ranci' ed 
an Ki^idish lead wmd si.m''wliat relieNasd his fmnd. Hut he 
longed to ehalVnge ('eaare tn a duel. And at tie- s.-mu' time 
he suddenly uiJrnired him imineiis'Iv, anel ^\ished he were 
his/^iend. 'fNhit coiKjuei'i^'s of a..men tla. v would be I 

A3 Doloi^s st'.pprd inlo|th' gall'.aw^sh's felt eajn,' unhappy,*, 
becau.se she had yii.dded tia Fesare’s w ish that she shoolel skate 
first with him,. Not that .su^h u tyfic mattered 1 And yet 
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yio 

she could not help fexlinL,' thet if did ffiatter rmich, 
becunse it w.ns a synij)tMin "f charackT, K\’eri nei\\ Ife re 
was lime. Sli'.- ii'ial iml to .skat'O But she would 

b'-yin. lSIio kii'Oe. thal. Sle' I'oiild not pos^jliB' help l)eyin- 
niiig. Aifil ( an Hi pa’'o h' l' ii-. hand. and. l■x(dlanginl'■Jth('i^ 
Cari'ful st'') 'I liny n io\a m. nt for the s'.vinyiny tlati tha'i is a joy 
to h' aJtliy 1 1 ' -da o, tin y sf ruek i.ait I' 'i" I li' r over the snn n 'th 
marble. 

Not m.-iiy'p'iiple as yel liad reliirir d lo Bie yallery. But 
the Idlle itili.ii pi'inees-, ^vas :ilrMid\' tlierij and as usual 
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lusad. lhield\ e,e,,a-,d \\il|| Ui-.iuo |,|,ea|. tlinu'.n liaek, 

.she shot out ill a lU'- a en r\ s' I o (la ■ |. I'l . in ;i e-i'eal (‘ur\a.‘ t( ) 
the riyht, a^ if e|i,' '..a'.V lief..ye her Ih.- eliininy lei'^taaekb of 
a oiryin .Marble, eaidinals, p'i|i. s. prine.s, d*le]iolo 

eeilinyy they .jid la'l e\i-.t f,,r lai'. 1 i.f'I .riylit ce'es were 
lie.'U'ly elo.sed. d’h' il' I lylll s. 'Hied .1 I I'eel I 'd i ll M al'd. Dolores 
and t'es.'ire foil, used )|. r and l.e|it I Him' e\ee uji. ai tier, apd 
aim. ist imnie.liab Iv Doh.r. s l.,s| II,.)' f.'.l'.ny . -f unhajipiiiess. 
It \sas as if sh.' ..in.'i’y' d fr.>m a blael. r.'.'in. ' B,ut th.' door 
n.'main.'d op. n b. hiii.l leT. .\n.l sh,' w a au'are of that, and 
knew llial ,'hi' rsoiiM'yr.'s. nix' i.'turn t.i llie room. 

M e.'iiiu Ink', la i\\ i.'r . r. sla' rias ..ill • .f il, and holdilig 
('esar.'’s .si foiiy halal .>h.' f. >ll. . ■ I I he h i,' !'■ prine, ss, 

Amouy tho-,.' x'.h'i \'o I'.' ya! al hla- eial of the yuiltery 

were the Brine, s., .M all.'. Ill and till' la'S'.' ( 'oiu lei 11, .r, of 
British lanib.is>\'. Mr, W ij-.dl had h. ard of Ih" Brincesf as 
one of the 1. a.h re of B.iui.'. > II,.' thoiiyht it would be to his 
neir'nntage if la.' mad,.' a yo.,..! im|ir<ssj.in uja.m hc'r. She 
might ‘ put him up t.. tla.' roj), s ’ if sh.' ,'h.ise, "And he found 
her wer}' agreeahile. lie kne\\' notliiny of h('r long connexion' 
with Cesare Carelli, and ."low, as the music iX'gan again, he 
said to her : 

‘ How well Lady Cannynge skates ! Can you tell me who 
that man is with her ? ’ 
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s jjaine is (iartlli, Cesare Cardli, That is his niothor^ 
sitfnp’ovor tla re hy PriiY- ss BartiFii. She talking 
to a J-lia old man, du v<>n ? ’ 

I reni'iJiluT now I lun'o lu ard them. The 
Prij^'l^ is Eiigli di.' 

‘ Engli'di.' 

IT'nyll liH.iked int'la'-■'e'iti\'(.’. 

'She' is far nejiv Faliaii now than aii\' ed ns,’ said 
the Pi^it'ess \\ it h ,a liedil ir''ii\'. ' l!iil it t ^ ca'.i- of th(‘ 

Predisstart ci.j/arOd h^ lie' (falli'.lie CiiMia'li, ‘Voii klioW 
\^'hat I Jill an 1 iv'l hat, 'd eMino'' '! 

' V' H.of V. ’.\nd tie- -ai : ’ 

H"loi'as .Slid ('■■-at'i' li\a liiried, and ssant ae\'av 

with u la n.li +11 I E ■ na 11,1' n i ea ca. .w, 1 . d ilia af, a I ■ r.'.. 

'ei',,ari'?' ,aid*lli'' Plane' as, with aly'-.ass’ faliilllaritv in 
\'vhi(‘h llrta’e \,as*ni't a Innf of imleirra-aiiea 1 1. ‘ ]!,■ js a 

I’l'ii X"l V'vv imiafl in him, jm a k ipa, lait thmsai *!fiv * 

lujii enjunt. Afuii Ijla' Inin. T l>rhe\x‘. Lade Fannynge' is ii 
eharrning la-'ailnr' .’ f 

‘•I slu^ifd think, \ ' iwn' 

.‘.j*d sli'' i-^ la.iiiiii'' "lit w"nderfullV.’ 

' III what wa\*,?wll\' do \.,il lii' all. Priliems ? ’ 

* Will, she Was always d'h i aoi i put xho was rathi r like 
an C.Xotie Ik'W'er tln*l had a sicii t deaii'o to ho in hiding. 
She was ea ry i'omt* aa 1, 1 think, in a mtI <d giaitlo, my.sti- rious 
Way. Put ih^v s||o i", nioi'o la s, ihito, 4noro dolinito|v femme 
du monde. Sho slidws nioi-o mark'd social * iialities than she 
Used to. L(H?]■; how slio skato^ .\nd f^lio ’s do\adojiiiig mtes 
a capital hn'idgi pla^a.r too. She's altogether more lirilliant 
lati.dy.i Eva n in tin .last fewv wi rks'shi m i nis tri have come 
on.pn nil e.xtraordiilire-,way. She mas- Loeorne quite a 
li^der of the yoim^fer ciasniopohlan set if she likes, I should 
tlimk. IVit^ this so.ason iinfortmiati'lv she eiin't eiltertain 
on acceiimt of her Iv^sLand.’ 

‘ TJ^at tragic Ijiisinoss rd mv pred(‘i‘e.>sor ‘t ’ 

"ies. It »:'cms that Sir 'i'lieodore' was \-erv des’idr'd to 
* liis^^riend, and that as the death took jilace aelii.alke m his 
ap/rtrnent Tie r»|^olved te> elvsi.' it fiy the season to all gaieties. 
Lady Carrtiynge recciveii of couvsi;, but only in a verjv 
small way, and never at flight.’ 

‘ Eunderstaiid Sir Theodoje Canjiynge’s feeling.’ 
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Yes, of course. So Lady Cann;\uit^e c<.)r;ics out ty aniLV^? 
herself.' 

aiii Verrall Ihoue'lit of the hardness of women. Il did 
uot, howerer, thiiT tie' Fi'iiii'i'\s M aneelli hard. Soiiehow 
she hatl nianagrd to cti’v i }- him riti im]ire'-si''U tint she 

agrceal \Mth jiis M'cri't f^'idinLe tlial sine ioi,, was W(;iiyU‘ri'*6,' 

a little at, if leh nelnally ('ondi-niuiiiL,' I.aih' Canii\my(. 

'It was a virv aad affair.’ tlw Ihina.'w add'd. There 
are tlii'ei' stii.'ill 'dnldr' ii, and tie '. , ne d a \ei'', united 

faiiiil}'. Tn.h-ed I'm .afraid \v us. d lo maL- it dmost a 
iv'pi’oaeld to It-'ii.'il 111 Keme tliat he was too lemestie. 

You sew in dl[il' 'inae', 

‘ Yes, I know w 1 i.a t \ eii inreaii.’ 

.•\nd they drifted inle a een'.' I'salien in ewiiei tlwy were 
both \a r'.' nineh a I * 1 1 ' ir ' a e. p, ,p \ , a i a ! i a-. i h \ oteel to 
his lU'ofe'-ilIII, and I’linee,, Mane' Hi e.*nld hi\e 1 e, II (lev 
i^-Kfiet e'.'ife iM.aarc.al dl|deniil. . 

'I iMiiP shade wilh .Marini lie',',.’ - aid ll-U'Os to (,'e..are. 

‘ He is SI an til no in tie - d h .iwva\', and lei T i np as If I had done 
him a devidl}' wioiiL,'.’ 

Ininiediat(d\' ('■ -.ire b- „ean lo -!,,i(e nioi-e s|. I;..-. 

' 1 )o y 111 1 nt me I o s.f. i| 1 1 1- I m n ' ' Ir■ *c. d. 

‘ t)h no. T.e,i'. e me oni- Is 'os and Iw will eonle to me.’ 
‘ .\mi mo the (low au. m 
‘ Whv Hot ? ’ 

‘ I smII lake \am I, I nI ,• mol her.’ 

At that nioiin i.t ('e-ar 's e o|ee sounT d exactly as if it 
Wens siiiihne. But "hen he spoke ap.un the smile was 
Certain]}'e, me. 

‘ \d.iu remember our conNersation atUnt friaaloin ’ he 
said. 

‘ Yes.’ 

‘ I think jierhaps T u.tive you .a wnmg impression/ 

She turned Iwr e\vs to',raids his. .\p'd .'eoaili she saw 
in hi.s the ste.ad}' inteiilion lhat was almost hke a yi-aat 
and obstinate llLUiie standmy m la r path. Tlfs tinre, horv- 
ever, it did m d retreat. ^ 

'I told you I loved freedom. But I am pot dree. And 
^,don’t even wish to !>» free. I wilj g,> and tell Alarini.’ 
lie left Dolores by his mother. 

Cesare might be hon rnfanf, as Princess Mancelli affinued, 
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I'*'!*; he Jiad a S'jixl (h al of till' astuteness, by S"mc called^ 

lairr.iifty, N'dui’li 1" 1" iV'st ll.'ilis'iis. 

Anl so lie kit La'i\' (_a^ii\ii^s Ijs.jkIc lus mother. 


CUAE'l'Ei; XVJI 

On the riAaht 'sf lliidi' s^ Hiisiv anl I's -Irfitiny party Prineess 
Manci'Ili kiau', Ihat'Cx |i.\c,l I)..!'.!' ^ ('aniivnyia She 

Could ha%a'^i\a*n no o, .od i'o;ix,,ii for lirr l.tiowlrdoc. jioi-luips 
ind^.-ed no reason :*( all. Moul h - ao' ■ M"iuain.. laa 1 told her 
that it is'ets si a dkl a ■ p.a^ la'^ lef 1 a) |o \ a a 1 ja ir laid si a’ douhl ra] 
him. TTis slatenioid li.ad •liaiaiK .affo.'t. il her. She wT.ajlr! 
mat t.al.e a In.aijk wan’d in snali ,a naallop. ^'j f it is s, , I sh.all 
,s<je for ]ny''.'ll.' ?'i|eh lead h'eii la ' llaai'dil. .SinVe then 
t^'*a c If t hl’eo 1 Ilia s ala li a I o^ h ai w ll h. or l|ot far from, 
L.ntly, t a nil ynea. d'|i a W'aa- t.-y. Ih-r al I la- (.’ountrsss 
Poe<aa ra's (1 1 n I a •. a ( , r.i nd I lot' ]. TI a ir o| | a r i*iea| inys 

had bean eijn.illy forliiiloiis, Al the (da^id Ilolrl, when 
Sidliz/.i W.as plavm;^ I la’ Prineesa hail lieiiine asial’e that 
kesare admits d l^id\' ('.alili'.'liye \a iw mneh. She had seen 
a strony adwiiialion in hi i e\a . <j;i|t ^ la' knew youny 
Italians \ ei'\ Will.* A as "sl di n I a 1^ a yla op tw ei of (•ham- 
payni’a Sehi/b s \i.ay of peidoyniny, imhI the nearest jiretty 
iindyi'iuny v. onian ^nyl it surely— the 1’nnees , hud t old herself 
-“dia V ea I|ed up 11 a I ev] ue e-iou in '.are. ho knew ns r\ ell 
as yhe what re'piinlk ' t^i 'i^isiial int 1 m.aleiis 1 taTe were in 
C-'.sare s nature? Perhaps shr- had been anxious tei triek 
Iktfself, ajthouyh slw was a Woman ^ot at all yi\a n*to self- 
triokei’y. *iAut m^>' that she Jaad seen Lad\’ t'annv'tiye and 
C'e'saj*i’ ji'iined toyether in an exeiei'e th I’rinee's had no 
longer any djutds. Had they only made one round ed the 
Dybliess's jiieturs' gulleiv she would hare bis.-n certain. 
No't just like that could Cepirc have ikated with any woman 
he did not lovj. Not jn^t like thaf^ could he hav# held h«^ 
hand, not just like thatmave been on the alert to respond 
to her movern^ntj, to protect her from any chance of collision, 
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to support h('-r, firm but not iron-hnii<liK], if she sli^:^)ed. 
There was nothinL," in Ccsnre’.s ^lee t<> ti ll thi‘ Princess, Tie 
had the 'self-command of tl.t well-bred, and neoer shy 
Italian. His body had toM fii r, and how she herstJf eonld 
not have said. Montebrmio fiad eitin r been riyht, or he had 
somehow a nt leipal I’d a eommy faet. Sfio knew, lie’ll jii'o- 
bablv site was lln- only person in all Rome who krnav. For 
M onti'brimo fiail yono awa\" apain to paiidile at Moatc Carlo. 
And as to Doloo s t’annynye—wi.ll, the l^rii>‘e.ss did not feel 
sure of her kii' ovkdys. 

Th;it Wiis absurd jierliaps. ‘ A \somaTi always knows such 

a thiny.’ 

Ne\erllii 1 ' ^—aftif s.ayiny iti' t to 111 fself—the Princisss 
still did Hot fi el sure ale ,11 1 I ,'i(l\* ('a 1111 \ uy 

A Woman doiswimt al\\:i\s kii'iw sc.rli a thinp. ^'kltc 
Princess was eka . r euouyli lo .‘k'struU , and to realise 

tlidV c'cry jiure \si,ni, n. .-is if by - as,ai of Ifieir \urlue, sorne- 
timi.es have to f'liey,) ciu t.ain ni< nl.'il pri\iley, s sujtpioscd to 
bek 'npRl I the w||, .le Se S. 

As s||,■ dro\ , 1 1, >111< ■ I, , (||,■ I’.iki7,/o t 'rbu ii. I i ie Princess hrded 
a man, .and t lial man wa ^ Sir d'lie, .ik a e t'annynye, SI,' , had 
not the feminuie j,i\- i.f b, iny eb|e lo k him ,a fool, for 
she supjtos,si him III k we i.' IHI, a lid liappy in the ei >m|emv o,', 
Fdiia Denzik 'The III tie Roeeara. \\ hose sudden jealoUs\- 
of her husband and Mio. I'o.ims ,, enied ^o ha\e- soured tier 
whole nature, had a) ruptly become hobile <^0 ' I hi; most 
beautiful person in Roi.ie.’ d’iie peflii'iy I iis's had re- 
cei\'ed at file liaiidsrf Rom'—syiiipalhetie since the death 
laf I'rancis I)cn/,il- and the smlden \iyoer and suecess evith 
wliich she had respondi d', sho\s iny so.'ial t jualit ies \\ hiefi y ere 
decisive, as ^vell as those yh'eh wi re imri ly yracsfid and 
charminy, had iiuite chanyed Countess Roecaia'.s fcclirys 
towai'ds her. She hail felt almost fond of tin- Dolores wlio 
was really indifferent to sociid sm-cess. Rut a challenging 
woman, a woman vim cared to succeed, voiuld find in her 
an instinctive enemy. 

Countess Roecaia, who heard of every trifle conne ded 
with the doings of .scieietv in Ri.ime, and of the'’ people ihe 
thought smart enough to know, Cad discosvred that since 
the return of Sir Theodore from England he motored out 
perpetually to I’rascati. ‘ Tmce and tlixee timea a day,’ 



THE ERITITI'UE VINE U5 

om« on^-had sai^. And the Cuuntess had sent this piece 
>f ne ,v^ ofi its trnvrls tins lUirii H"ine, witli a small addition of 
ler i;i\vn,That Sir 'J'hei>dini; nieant to ^]l<■nd the snnnner at 
-■'raseati,?and was tvyina to rent otc of tlj'' hig villas with 
yirdms there: ‘ ^\'ilv, no onejr^iow s ! ’ She hueL spoken of 
t to rniheoes M aTe'i 111, \\lio had sho';, n n.i inter<-^t, and litvd 
nerely repln d : ' I'nioMli not at all had after the middle 
:>f Sej)fkErl'ier, and,e\i n in fli'- h- iadit of Miinmer it wonlct 
be quihs hearaMe in ^'llla AMohraiidini. or \,ill.'^ Lancellotti,’ 
'I (hsnht if^tolois.o syill Iil.o llio idoa,' tlw L'l'iintess had 
Stal<l, V it h ni'-a niny. 

And to ihii-, I’nne.o,-, ^f.inei Hi Had aii'^orod nolhmy at all. 

Shs' Tiad mid'.-iol.I Thai somo o asoi, ('. mitose Loeeara 

as rejoieim* I i\d_T f i io siippo ,( d I iM M lil I a I |oi I , ,f , aio whom she 
called her fraaid, jwid had foil a faint ('oiyompt, as sho offi.a' 
flid for c.'rtain fojdiinie^ >l n s. 

No\v as o.h,. ,hii\a- hoiji* I hroiiyh the' dai'k an<l narrow' 
st re<'t s tis Pa la /Vo I rhi no ,s 1 lo ro| 11 oi i jl la 1 1 ( ’oi 111 Pas^ I h 'cear/a's 
Words, and sho hato,l Sir ddiooiloic. I’or shi' still Relieved 
th«t 1).P .l oo 1, , 1 him. * 

‘ dii'.'ae s at Lea o'at 1 ! ’ ^^llat \\ oiwe I ha n fools riam were I 
As th'- cal'l'iay/* **K«fc.d 111 at tho yato of t ho dr^’e. atai 
nromitod tho short hill h. tho areado of tho^.alaeo, t lio Prin¬ 
cess foil the- hot, hl^.od stir round ler la art, Sla- Iniriioel 
with tlio dosire- lojio ahlo to rulo Sir Tlioodoro, to he uhle to 
eirdor his gou^yo out ami his e. .minys*iii. ,-\s she- gep out it 
Seemed to hor tliat* sho saw a tra\*lliny elftnd of white- dust 
moving swiflfe- aori.ss tho ('air^.ayna. « \iid it \'.ao the- com- 
pani<m e>f a inotor^iat was rndiiny to I-Va-,oati. 

She* wi-nt sloe\l\- u)i tie- gre-at s-iairoa o, with In-r geovn 
trailing hu hind la r. ^ Sla^ e',;^ uwiie' liiat the sense- and the 
lA'-tiror of h .iiohiHos had gr. .ee n w il hin ia r, tliat te.-night they 
ev*re alnmsl^ ui il a ai al .Hs ] [or 1 a -art sank as sla ■ ste.od Isy t he 
great i.ioor*whieh Ted into h< r i^partna nf, and thought of the 
cm]ip'' rueiins lieyond. ‘ No woman is me-artt to lies- alone/ 
she thought.* The deior was eija ned aia.l she- jiassed in. 
tTcsare lisvcs Lady Cannynge.’ 

Her nisTd, •an elderly, .corrugated, and hroad-bosomed 
Italian, w*ho Llid been ’jith her .sinjtc she wa-s a child, 
who lived respectfully, dlvotedlv, and intimately in her life, 
took array har werap. 
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‘ In a f'-w minutes, Nunna—Nannina,’ alie said. , 

Ec'tDcii/.a, si ! 

‘ D(.in’t call me Ecccllrn/a’—Cu-mgrit, the Princess ex- 
claini'-il. 

‘ Ma— 

"^I’he Prici'css put her cheek against Ihe wriiiklcd^emple 
of Namia. 

‘I ’ll come almost dir'ctly, I svsm't ki cp you up 

li i;ig.' 

Naima aent a\sav, ,uial:iiig la i' le ad. Ne■ had no real 
nmraLsi lor hul th.at of ke. c. In le.T o'.a \ la i' prinei ss stoeal 
aliON'r and apart fl ill! all titli' T h\ ing eia atma s. No such 
t hing as \'jca c. e I Id I m- mi | i- pri ii"' ss. \SI i' ■ kill' rly n.'scnted 
the def'-cfe>n of tic ' l*i iieipiiio,’ And \'f sha svas tlior- 
oughly ]■'''p> ai :i 1 ik . S'l'. d'''oail. and ^Itidlv neual in her 
own Ih. lia\'iour. Sic \'. a - a\','n c\lr. nahe siacr'e on any 
lapM'- aneiiiL'' J"'' 'Sc in le r I'.an eke-, 'd lifa. 'People 
sle aikli I't d" a I cl I t ii 111 _c ' ' v, a ^ a fa \ oini t c .-.ayi ng, and ' dten 
,_,ji le t' lip-.. I’ei-a'Mial de\aiti..n (k".li'"_\ed in I r all reason. 

Love made such ha\.f piopriely in Nanna tha^ she'had 

ri-pe.nO (lly lie-,ci_a (l I ha Madonna with prayers t«r the 
re turn to hai- piimao .d lha ' Pi iicip,-/,.#^ 

When N .Ill 1 Cl w aa g' aia. Pi'iiii-a Maiicall i s;it down isn one 
td tic iinmaiic; sofas in tic foi.ni \'.lia;o sic had talked one 
(lav with Itolon s. ITow hoiiihly largo and loicly it seemed 
to-lilghl, and how sIP lit ! .\lid loin lllcss i/as hedore her 
in the' long and dark Ik'iiirs of tha night. Slu.' was sick at 
heart. Put soric I hhig i Pc'ye as sick within her—her pride. 

,\gain aiiel again sic saw lha 1'wo skif's-rs pass iMsfcirc Icr. 
SI c sasv tha lh.d\- .d Cesara which in so'na str.anga and subtle 
way had tokl her a draadfulgtruth. 'Sin; In.ard the pt^tty 
Barcarolla from (’ae/cs d'Iloffinnn. To her— for she Was 
very Icalian in most of Icr taste'S—it seemed e'Xpre?siv<i of 
sentiment. ev( n <d tic laigguors 'd genuine passion. It 
made scales rika u]r hu fore her. *- 

W’us Doloi'as t'unnynge- uuf petite chattels The Princesr 
had wonde'rod. But ne>, she did not really believe iFv It' 
was itrangi; that Dolori.s almost attracted, her, that when 
'Ahe looked at Dolorea she was nearly always conscious of a 
feeling of pity, such as one may Ihel for a cliild who is des¬ 
tined to sorrow. There yvos soTjiething grotesque in the idea 
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)f her pitying Dejores Cunnvnge. \Vhat must be Fiielores 
'’aiiiiyifj^c’g f' eling fur her ? 

Through all those r^ronth* (^le Piiuesss had Ijesii holding 
11 quiescenre the turbuleuf dejilJis ef le r iwdure. She had 
_H'cn making a pi.>asrful .'lud e^'^ime ,iis efh'rf. At the end 
if her Aaison willi pt ,iie t'ari lli there lied biyii terrilfle 
iCeaies. 'Idle ^rine'^^ had nul alhe.'.,,! [pr |,,\-er tu'k'-’ '■vith- 
>ut des]'it''rate effoiqs to l.es |i hiiii. Aff i I'’A :iI'ds she knew 
that she* had In. Inbh'd le r-- If t-. lie' diut. !»i|f,at the' III 





she hael anted i^tinntiveli', h.id e'le ■ n t In■ I'l ins 1. > 
hael be'CU careless of lO'er'. I hing Is f'li'e ('loare. Sh^- had 
been tike a hiad <;re'atni'e and '.In' lead in it/sern | A d ti • let him 
km iW it. If, \e In-ll he' lii I.a 11 r h ft h- r. Im had g' ’In' ti i a In it her 
woman the Ffineea-, nm. 




III line e IS aiinn 


d a 1 1 act Ilf '.'n il ein s a 

Aml'she knew it.* Hut had init d'-<Te tliat. lb liad 
siirqdy nli^isf-n to*resinm' eeniph te fr's dein. If'- liad 

realised that he aas in sia",*il iide, and In- lead had the e7ld 
.strength to hu-.xik niit <if il. 't|n- I’rine -^ and h'- had 
measured tjmir wills, and ('a aia ' had ei,iniU' I'ed. 

Stnee Hiat li'ininpli (In- Friiw' s had s' e|s ||\' |.i\-(d (’esare 
nnare ■pussii uial ■ h', and d 1 1 f- la n 11. .sin' li;.d hi'.ad him as 
one o\’er vdi'iin dn- had ihiniini'iii. hut who now 


hdd doininiein ever In 
S'^ul by-are's el'ealur*-. 
]i 'Ved am >tln r \'> > in-nn. 


Sin' hm'\',' that In e.',' -he \','as in 
S' ail I in ■ ei'i atiU'e i d a man W Ina 


All the-e nt’Sith's -In' h.ad In-ld h*i 'If ill. tPlnn th'’ 
riqitiire was an aee'i|n|ih Ii' d fa''t,*'.'dn'n -In' hail m> nnu'e 
h' ']se. tin'll sin' Inn 1 !'■ 'I nrm d t^ 1 n r ' < If', had si 1111 n n 'in '<1 t he 
pride slie had niirir^" the ',\inda liad trnd t" eut I’amdi her- 
si'lf in* it. Sin' had goln' 'df ah'ln' f'l S\s 11 a rl a ml. had 
j'li^d a party ■ d^ lAiiieJi f^ml', had kept Ini-elf \m H 
She had, ys it wei'e, run u|i the tlag t" tin' mast- 

he;M. * 

And evisr suiee site li.'id kejij: it iK'ing. Sim had luars'd 
the pify I'd Ibiine. Aii'l md iiiie wninan h.iTl In'rii h t into 
iTiT O'lnfidcncis Not om.' Wiiuian had In an alhuved to sec 
*nny'nmg of what she \vas feeling—unh.ss it were Delores on 
that day ju^t before Pacei mamc. ^ 'Fhen, perhaps, by acci¬ 
dent, for a morrpnt the Pdneebs liad^shossn a shadow rd th<j, 
truth,'-when she spoke ablut bridge. Put slm had doubted 
at theitime, a»d doubted no^v, whi;ther Lady Cannynge had 
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bought anything of it. All these monels she had held 
lerself in.^ But—now ? 

While she hod li'^en standing with^ie new Criuncilleir of 
■he British Eriil-a-^y. and talking gaily alnsut dijdniTiaey, she 
lad for a nione iit envisaggil a future' in vdiieh she might 
3e tvs she had never Imcii, miidit act as she had never theiight 
:o aet. She <'n\'i'ag'al tlial ('ninre ilmw as she sat alone, 
lorgetful of Naiina, who in the lija hedrooni el.sse by was 
^’el-'ing thin;'s ^eady fer the night, and fluttering male- 
hetiof/,- agninst the ■ Ihineiyino.’ 

If Sir Tl.eodore f a nnynge is .nl inia d geing to I'raseati, and 
if Dolors-s t'aiinyngi ■eliang' d -\'diat th' n ? 

Changed ! Ihanis ^Ianes Hi, the alkw. inien whis suet'Oisd 
in tier world, \mis a keen reader of charael i-^-, mn instinetive 
psycho!''gist. Ilek (sinelnsi.ins ah'int |i'i'ple were ra[iii.lh' 
etsrne to, and wsi’e si lihim igae e,',' \M"L g. But Dolrires 
reniained oddly ny feri'.n- i" lane It ihaps the truth was 
that the Bnnei'ss was [in/.-l'sl, (A'-ii lialltd. liy tie' natural 
sincerity and inn<ieenee \', Inch h'tiiig's'l to It'itass, and 
whieh soiiietinies had tr'iubl' d, ewn almost ang' ]-' d Dolsjsss 
herself, h'cause tla y had ‘'."ni' I ini' s mad'- la r f' ' 1 pajeifnlly 
apart from tic \\iirld sic e, H' rail'.' na eTT^r*^".. N'C. aial then 
the Brineess w.as .m tli'- >ilc' ■'f dn-imng Ihe. nelin-e, the .41 
again she said to la r-- If, ‘ IBs inipes-ilit■. \\'‘ women 

aren't like tlial, eania'I reinain like lhal.oii "ur way of life".'’ 
And she fe,ar<'d I" lie wh.il she ealt d /c/ee hir Dolores. It 
was Sis dangerous to In ho\e in aim oias 

Tic rujiture \s il Ic ( esaro had mad<s Bnneess Mancelli 
secretly unecrtain of la r ■'If, and not asdy vsilh men hiit 
idso with women. It had sirick a deaidv hliov at hsr self¬ 
esteem. and, So, laal \vi‘akeia-.d. la r, il or she was not X'ne 
to build a tem]ili’ on the ruined foundations of a Ia>nse tlgst 
had been dedie,ited to secret ple,isures. She gas longer 
trusted lasr intalleel. bi iaiuse sic liad /ea-eil to trust her 
heart. ITow (.esare’s di si rtion had weakeia d her I She 
wished she knew laov to hate him. 

Nanna hsriked round the door with tlie eyes of a sorcc.'css, 
yet anxiously. The Bri'ieess vh'l ''"t hear, litr, but felt 
rtrat she 'was there. Nanna, and ^11 she wo ild do, -were the 
prelude to the long hours of the lonely night. 

When the Princess got up froi)! the sofa, ancLturned round, 
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Xann^^^s quite^alarmed by her pallor, (be expression of 
iiiist rv Iil-i' cv's, and tJ^exIiausfion in her nwvements, 

‘ Ma—4 i.Tiua ! ’ Xanna ?aia, layiny an almost terrified 
sti a ss njMjn tie;' lirst • 

SluXjiLiri'i' ‘1 f'anl, with h^^c sj'M etful gait. 

't’oCoretta ! ’ '■li'. alni'.-.t hl'al'd. ‘ 'k’oii are*too tirecf! 

Y' s, Xahiiiiia. 1 .'Oil \a v'. I ii < li I< '-i11 l;! h .’ "-aid tin - Princess. 
Slie longed tia (tx*. iJul slw kiaw t"M w.ll what crying 
Wiiuld nii-an fir liai'; a I < iii| i-at in-na (aiflniTat in i*iitfch 
rnga- Would larmiiinc''d ^illi aonaiw. .\iid she dfrl/ffot dare 
to cry. 

' Wow I liala.;dl t],oo. jaatii.o : llo<f I tlaan ! ’ she 

said, w 1 a a I -,li' ■ ^',a a i n I I a’ I U | fo. a n. 

‘ ill it it i ^ 111- la \ oi 1 o, , I , , I a 1., ■ \a ,11 r | ,1^ a aina ' ! ’ ] iTi ,tia:at(;'d 
Nanna. And N'.fial '^oi^i^lla y do m IJoino Nsilhout my 
Pnia*ija ai ; 

' X'otiodx' i,sanla iiio! Xoli,,,]', wanla ii'^ii!' thr Princess 

arisw aria I. 

Again a+io a.iw fh-' 'd.ai.as >^aaa l,y. 'I'll,-' to.ai'.a )aiah<'d into 
la r e\'r'> 

liaat.^X a 111 la ! ’ a|a■ aa a I. ' All 11 1 ' so la a'rilde silly 

(llinaa ! ' 

Sha- tiiraos’ la r io\',, |a ,!■ ,\\ n adna i - t \ i''!'ntlv on the dressinL''- 
t«ddo.* 

‘ Loa.\w thoiii--|*ul llaina'oae I o-iiiolTo'A 

‘ Ua Koe'olirai/.a , - ' ' * 

To-riioiToiv-- to-iuoi I'ow ! d'liriioiii i ho light, ejuie'kh'.' 

As Xanna \Mail off lo hor h a 1 'la' \\*ia in a stall' of strong 
agitation. Sla oi o, | (he' Pi i noi | a i e,, \\ honi coukl he ever 

find oqual to la r Pi^ia'ijioa.a 'I Sla' T'aiihaod to make one 
la'-^(itto]igit to ai.fi, ii la^nl of I ho Madonna. Portiaps 
she, XY nna, ha,l ii^it put forward I ho.'.adnoaa of her mistress 
V i?li suliaii'*nt d'*iail, auHa'a nt o],,,pa la'e-. She liTtoel her 
lieaA’ijy wiiaal and hig-joint^d hand, aignyd herse' If, and 
mad * a e'ow to trv one,a more-. (lia-n,'\'er kia w ! 

If the morning the l^rini'eas wrote' te, M •antohruno who 
'^'’’tn^taying in lodgings m Xice. 

The coigiecrjim between the Prifieiass and Montebruno W'ai 
a not unusual fne in Ita|s', but in one rcsp<'ct it was exce;^ 
tionat The Montebruno family were, it might almost tx 
said, friends of* the iarnily of Torqnetaara t< 
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^vllieh the Princess bi'lonsjf-d. For inori vears R.an most 
Romans t coulil n-mrinhi r Tt^ r|uemaras and Montehriinos 
hud stiHid l)y I acli dtlicr, aiid st^Mjd up f..r <-aeh other, some¬ 
times a}J';llns^ alt nausoii, ta'iiictiriies e\a ii a'_e'iin->t all riirht. 

They tire our fri< tida ! * 'That as . 'void, red li^^i ither 
faniil\' tei he an all-snllieieut n pl}' to aiiv ehariy-, tierv.-«?ver 
well-foundeih ayaiiiet I lie ol h'r. And indi\ i<]uals were 
co\-ered h\' a siinilav cloak of charily. The father of the 
ih Pi hie,' T, >1', jii' niaia, a man of the s^'ietest reUtitude, 

put liT. ,p?meip|. a in his p,,ck'.l \Tithoul le^itati'sn for the 
sake icf a ■ 'i1 1 , 1 ,run, >. t.)n one , vcea -a, 'H I'hi lae, > oiitehruno, 
a cisuein , if ".ia'ra'i', th,- Prine,o^’s all\'. \sh,> had behae’ed 
abominably in a m, 'ii, y matter, iVad cheat, ,1 liis wife's family, 
ami had b'',n publmlv i.\p,,od in a r, e',iindmy prof^csso, 
prioeiit, (1 liim .i lf al I’line, 'I'lj' jUeinar.'i’s paku’e' when the 
Prince was ei\my a ImK'lr "I'l I' lrty. ,^11 I’cm,- had cut 
him oisiny 1 o [e , ,|i'y['ai'efiil l■,'induet. Ihd 1 h,- Prince, as 
soon aa 111,/ iiam,' waa amioimeed, ,,ri|>'r,d aiiotlcT plaee 
to be laid at th,' lable, ami r,'e,'i'. , d tlie mi, \p, cted visitor 
with jiei'fi'ct I'iirdiahl y. An i'hiylohman of Iml'Ii rank V'ho 
was pres,'lit, a le af r' lati,,n of I’l in,T, ,r,immiar.-tt after¬ 
ward ■, V'cntureijl to ewpi'i-’o his amah’' i'iI' i‘it that a swindler 
wu'i mad,- r/el,-,,m,' m Itila.'/,, T'-r, 111, 11 la ra . 

' ^V,/ kn,,\^ nolhiny al,,,iit Ihal.’ \',/o Ih'- Fnnc,-’s repljn 
‘ He is a M, ,nl , bri in, I ami , ,i ir fri, n, h’ 

'I'l lus an V hf, ii 1 1 1 1 in'! 11 , > \'. a 1 1 la 1t,, b,- a f ri', nd of Princess 
Mam/, Hi. Jiiil tlmr,- //as aiiolh, r r,'a ,,,n, a ni,sr,- stranyc 
and r,snianti,' ,>ne, for t li,/ it im:,,-'.- 1,, t\\,i'n Irr and this 

i_) , 

rum, d yambh r. ' 

M, ml'1 iru m\\'h'S n,iw hioi.,,! a-^ if mi y-'-ntl,/ feUiny of 
humanity e,,nl,l ha\,- lean ’i,ira,l in Ins bosome'had 

hael a p.e-.non f,,r Fnm-, si Mane, Hi. It had b,/,-n the only 
p.a,ssion of Ins lif,- ox,-, ]it th,/ mania f,,r ]'lay. .’Flu/ Prim-</ss 
had not r, turn, ,l it, and had m \ er ]m rnntt,-d M'sntelrruno 
to hope for any r, turn. .Vlthonyh not a woman of any high 
moral sense slu- was a woman \\ho km/w low to respert her 
own power of loving. Apart from her husband Cesare 
Carclli was the onlv man wlio Rad Iieen irrimatelv in her 
■life. But she had knewm how te| keep Mo.itebruno by her 
refusal. Egotist, cynic, pitiless!." sellish though he -^vas, 
and concentrated on thai driest and most unan^||)fble of all 
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the vices^the pa^^iun for gaining money without giving any¬ 
thing ih return—he had a bidden shrine. And in it was 
cherished'a curious d''Vistii a* Ar Frinei ss Mancelli. He was 
the Princess’s contidante. He had sti m icl* aside and, not 
unchiyalrously, ligd been pat>i*t during tin- ye5rs of h<‘r 
love feir Cesare. If he weo' jeahais h<‘ had nol sin ovn it. 
When that eiinneetiori emhd in doadiT fur the Trh’ineess, 
only he had knownitlw d' spair ami fin- furv that ednsunied 
her. Atid it vAs then, v. h' ri Ce .ar<.' h ft li'h", that 
bruno nw(ske ti/ a ^.<at sf sl.iw biirning lialnd fifyi^fesare. 
He did ne)t slmw it. 11'' stlddin. i iv ii. '.ir, sin hi*' real 

feeling. And ('<r;ar'' had ii" Mispieidii it. ^iit it would 

ha\'e been a '-at i -fael j( in td •if. ■ nti lirniio t' > kill in a duel tin- 

0 

inari,nho had daieil to bn ah away froiu^I.ixi t la Maneelli. 
Such a rejoctioii s*> < iia-d 4o h ave a i-ea'r-wvas it on his 
pride,.or on the I'tu'ious, l.air^tnplaeabh' affretion that lyid 
Bueeeedeil his passion ? * ^ 

The Princess religd on tliis afhi lion nioro than slje was 
even awarv- It smis hire a cold roek lo whieh sho eoulil 
elin!^, araUvliieh sin - h i nw^ \\ oiild i nwi r e i \ 11 nl T ■. .She trust nil 
Moiite^uno as she trusled no citln r human b'-ing. unh ss it 
^ Were jierhaps ]io'oP“dfP^ Xanna with In r ]ietitions to tins 
MAelonna. 


Jill tlys friendshiii >lnTe esere 'trango reihprocities. Two 
prides had inellsd ♦n tin- dull g|o',^ of its .mlisTs. Pv its 
light t^vo passfoiis haii b' l ii (h e]oo (f m fln ir nakedness. 
Moliteltruno knew all lhal (In- Prilfe, had suffiu'ed frisiii 
In-r love for ('isare. din- Iha^eess kdiew all the iniserv 
brought upon Nh arT^bnini' by his insatiable mama for the 
tables. • So eh i p did her kmawledg,- |->en, frate, so eom[deteIv 
had^Mmit'diriiiio's yride MBpeit that oia rumour at h ast of 
Reiftie \vas true. Pj illU' 'Sd Maneelh 1 i^d eui more than one 
oceitsioii phyi up ^loiil ebruno’s losses, ddn re was Xurelv 
little more that either I'oiild *110 for the other in jirex.if 
of frialidsliip I Eaeh had gi\'i'n the saered hostage of 
degradation —ttle Piineess svlnm she h t Monteliinno look 
\ipon her as she lay humhled in tin- very dust, MontL-bruno 
whei^e perinitred a womanto fill the ],in o- tlmt was empty. 

The link bet f’een thesj' two jier^malil n s was strong,* 
It had been tempered by ifiscrv and tested by shame. And 
it had beQ^me*much strongry sine*‘ tlv Princess had been 
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encompassed by loneliness. MontebninoUnew that he was 
a slave. ■'Sinee the Priner'ss’s/tupturc with Cesare he knew 
that she, too, was a slave. Siie'had entiTid his community. 
He was a eho iT fnaii. lie was even a decidedly inlellectiial 
m,an. Out for his vie. la;'.iViylit havi; lus'ii of value, to his 
country., ^hit his \ iei- was willu riny his mind as a disease 
withers a body. He was hecMminir lj|^c a sapless leaf. All 
Hie energies of his life were coucentrat d upon niic thiny, 
when by eireum^lane< s he sssas separ.ili il fr<na that 
thing a I ort of is-lap^e, that .almost nei nibhv! a dyin,g, to(_)k 
place”uitfii'i him. .\p,irt from g.amhlmg, only m relation 
to the affair.’ of brmeess Mams lli did he show any.sital 
interi'st, .any <ht' rmination aiu'l strong aefixify. .\t her 
call there ri'SouiK.t'd within this hollav ea\ern of a soul an 
answi.T. 'J'o the summons of .'lI';' oIIpt ihere was no r<.'ply, 
exempt tin; deep silnee whieh is 1 ss hum'.'m than refus.ah 
.\t Niee, im his uneomfoii ahlo loileings, Mont'.brimo 
reeei\a'(l the I tter in whieh the I'rim.s.., Told him that hi.' 
had been right, that Cesare load lanly t'annsng't. 


It was a 1 mg let t er, an i a i 

Ip. 

airing fo 

•m one \\ h.o haa no 

other eonlidante. \\ till- th' 

]• 

rmeess 1 

lad heeii wTiring it 

Nanna hail bw ii on Imr In 

,cc 

1). iCiiV'^ ■ 

?i eert.im Madonna 

in tin.- Chureh of the (kou. 

.s. 

in 1 heir 

different \^a^'s, two 

women loiikeil to Bl'os ideliee 



, 

Montel.irmio, in a dirty . 

Id 

dlSo^illg" 

-gown, sitting near 


the window rshieh look-.l mio ,a hael; sti'ecr, of Nice, r<;id 
carefullv e\aT\' xvovd ..f the I’rinei .She laid a habit of 

joining wi>rds and letters otic to .another by lines, whieh 
resi'inblcd tin; crossing of t’s prolonght. This made her 
writing look unu-ually symnielt ie il and si iongly 'eharac- 
teristie. Imt made d dillieiilt th readn '1 m; eun was shinin^VJiut 
Montebrimo had to gd his eva glissi s b foie hi; coiild nrake 
out all that she had pul down ou the grey crinkly p.'tper, 
W'ith the little coronet in g'ld, and tin; monogram L. M. at 
the top. As he sat tln-re, without a collar, and with his lean 
and yellow neck e.\p..scd. he was more like'fi weaiw blcHid- 
hound than even when he had sat at Countess Boccara’s 
dinner-table. In his lohg-nailAl fingers, wt'iich were dried 
up and thin, and whidi looked pijialatory, lb held the paper 
high. Slowly he turned the she t. His tall forehead was 
alive >vith shifting lines,' altliough he was not talking. The 
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big lob^'of his^arge and pendulous ears showed almost 
transparent as; tie - sun foil oi'them. ITo rn<>\'ed hi^ lips with 
a faint, piuneliing sound, mueli alone he loukiol, as 

ns) huina^i being ean o', or lonk win n tli'rods another ssithin 
his view. His straiie d and kl^od li,,! oves haif a jiiteous 
and yet a ruthhos lxju'i ssimii as h. road and 4’e-read fhe 
long letter. 

On a table iKsar^ his tuniblid bod stood ids lilaek Coffe^ 
gidting. eolil, with a li(|Uour-glass full brandy beskj^iXlfT 
At last he rci^ iiiIm rod,.' iii]ith (1 lie' contents of ^kte glass 
into th<; cup, aiid sipped. l|o made an uglv^,S»fee *is the'* 
ti ]ii(U'idxtTiri' touch' d his in'iiith, dra\s#iig Iriyk his flexible 
h[is and showing lu^ hing*», l|,,\v to. fh. 11 \» nature he was 
an ejiioins . )iify hi . <ha1111 i.d me s loo 111.lyo. .1 him t.> h\'e in 
.siieh lodgiiie-', lo tlniik s^;h e..ff.c. ('I'ln- braiidv was his 
own and ^^.as iT’ h^ iml iW'sn .a \al< t. IV'-soyth- 

h's lai'l til'.' 1 ' till' d'lwn, [rtdiod Ihi' grov ^nd bhii'-st ri])<.'d 
dis'ssing-g- avn, i\ha'h had f.illon op.'n, nmoli.-Miioalh- id'out 
luJin h' Id |t t ighi I \ , ami sat I lo i'.- in I h'- siiiisliino, \\ il h the 
h'm *5 darting ab.iiil in his f'.r. hoa.l aiii.l his 'ss'os staling at 

the 11 '^. 


Lisotta hail lo 1 i \'. 1 1 h ni. >n. \' 1 .1 indiilgo in Ifis \'ice. 

Ih iw \s'as ho g< 'I ng 1 11 1 iol p lo r Y * 


CorlainK' 

A # 

tl' -t 

by mg 

to the Mad' 'ima. 

Moiitol irmo' 

had no b. lo 

f ill 

a i*i< 1 oi fill ( 

il "1 I '1' a fill lire life 

11" did 10't 

e\'en desire 


1 ). hi'\ o in 

I 11 lor, Ho \\ as 
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reli^^n, or a tlnisj Hir^i(_inio4Hiing !.ie\iind tlae woman ho 
had loved. 

• • t 

T« her V: tUr, wlm h was a s ent .able outyioiiring—'almost 
the erpdvalent isf tlidso tears iik which she h.ad not indulgi.d 
the J^riiii.'ess had i xposod tlo' raw eif her soul. Slo' oi.ulel 
Hevei^forgi\'e, ^O'ligh she imght adisre, ('osaris for abandon- 
•ing her. But if tin.' break between th' ■m s\as full.owed by 
his >rrttering*ink.> some suit^dilo ei^eageni'nt with a young 
girl, w'ho w&s int good position and Jiud a copious dot, her** 
pride w*ould be al least pawially safeguarded. In time, with 
her inf^eoce »nd her self-ppissess^d cleverness, she -would 
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be able to create and diffuse the legend th^t she hud ‘ made 
Cesare marry.’ In time, if tljat were to happen, an im¬ 
pression might follow, and g]-' that she had done this 

because sle- had got tired of C'-sare. If- r ever smarting 
pride hinged des[v rat<'ly fi'V, i;ssuagemeiit, though it showed 
no trace ofdts gaping v.-iiiud exc'pt to Mi ci 1 1 1 ipuno. And 
what she iiad seen at Duchess Mira\ aiitrs hael terrified her 
pride. 

‘ If Cesarc marries I can bear it ’ ehe arpte. ‘ Rut if— 
'I can’d l-ie..r, that. I sh'iuld In 111'- tiiiLdiiiig-^tl lek of iteuiie. 
Fa'<;r\ l 1 (jy e. |leel s fiiri to nlai i \\ I liii 1 1; s ] e* iie ati i. to rnarr}'. 
I fi'cl it, I kiio\i, it. N olii Illy sa} s .mytiling to ui's but it is in 
the air. lIiN hiirrible- ne.fli'r of ciiuro- ea\'e he has no 
thought of luarryuig. linl I Imt guiems mitiiing. Slue and 
his father are buth lunging fi'.‘'nii,i ks tefe a aifes You 
kiiiiw lief so well. t'.iii't it 111 • ni.anage.I Can't Vem do 
anything'.^ Dh, Ciinrgin, I aill imt endiio* that it should 
be Iviiown in Kniiie fleil he h ft me fur aiintiier irregular 
relatimi. 'J’hat \\i‘uld niiniily pmse to laeryliinly that he 
thre-w me- away, got rid nf me' -of Ta m I ( a M.ineclli J—that 
he had iiei desire to iiisrry, but t h; i s a s siek arid tired 

of me. If he man C's I eaii si ill sa'. e l les situate m, lie nm g 
marry. Ife uiu-.t. 1 ha'.'- nol slept all night. Ry tlic wav, 
when he liad liiiidied sl.aling with her hg left her hrside his 
mother. What do y .11 tliiiik of lliatY I-’ot a moment it 
almost made nie faiiey .liat perhaps he didn’t reall}'— but 
it’s no Use. W la II a wiiuiaf.,,/i/ai:(f a 1 hing ■ a* I hat kind it is 
so. iS'/m is diwelopmg aiii.a.ungly. Rul y, annot understand 
her. Mv instinct tells me sla.' is a gm'd little thing Un¬ 
fortunately she is iiiti TesI log top 'low rare th.at g;^im- 
binutioii is! So rare^that jHihaps I ani wrong and she is 
really UIU' pcfilr rfuiitf. I ha\'e llioiight that too. _She 
pu7,7,les me. Pe.ipli- in Roipe are In g.nning to say she is 
“ an iidd sort cif womaii.” Rut I think she is more ailjiiircd 
than before. La pctilc jalonse fst iout hoiim ncrii furii^XL<<t !. 
Tell me wh.at cun be done, what you eati do. Or, bedter still, 
come to Rome. Cannot.you lepw your demem for or 
othree days to help m^ with mine ? You jvuow' Baronessa 
Vitragli, the Bostonian. She ha^ a recep ion to which I 
went two nights ago to yicet a Buddhist monk. He gave 
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. lcctu]if:"on the|riys of Nirvana. .Vnd \vhat do you think' 
lis definition uf Nirvana w.'s ? “ Nirvana means the ex- 

inction ^of individual ri«'\Mn, tlenight, siaisatiim—the 
mnihilauon of e\ ia\ lliing that ran he iift'luded under the 
arm ‘ I,’ tlie lui:^! dninl ■ gr.i t ‘if ai aia'/ii ms j>ar'sa)nalit^.” 

‘ Wliat a ji>y ti. i I. afO-r ! iii,:n Din / 

‘liar hushand f"i' cacr a 1 I'raaaati. 'Vh.u know why. 
\.nd can ym Inh'^Ni; it? that 1 )(mail —m'i avcrs'bcid 

s beginning t"V.ay- -ai-l nally h fl the aliildr*n fTi liis eai^^s 
niardian. aVu/ii"! f li'- Fngli .li im'i 


' Gi'irgi'i, can e'am—a:in aaiii a 


ma' 




'isi;»rA. 


And that nigfit, but oirlv nfti*T a li'iig strjl^gla with him- 
a'-lf, M( ml cl 4-1111* f,,r-iHil.; hi' d' iiaai, Icfr I Uc dingy hidgnigs 
n t*lic hack streak of Nn;^-, anal stalled m the cxjiress for 
Rome. 




—WfMTi.R XVIII 

Tiir, slioek of Ii'U' l^ii'band’s d' -lh ahanged Edna Deii/il. 
<5nc ]iarl "f li' r n^tnra, llm nmtlici--]Mrt, it dccj,ciir-d. niarle 
rialif-r. liner. Warna r tliaii il had b.-. ft befera. Her tand.w- 

ness, la-r h o-e fi a- I*ar e-liildreii inaiftaei <1, If. aaine ;i jiaasi. in, 

now that tile* ('are of a fathi-i^eas Mfitaheil fi.r e\a r fremn 
them. The |i(*\M>fof desotioii in Imr \\hiali liad been dis- 
persark eeliiah had done so muali evork in the esorld quie-tlv 
for^*»(-r h’ruie'i. a-'^eei 41 ^in ti^e la 'III'' f''!' lieT ehildren. was 
n(*iv idniost hiei'a'T.^j^ia' iitrat'd. S^m was thia muther-liird 
wiUr oiitskre tah'd w mg'. 1 >r' ’"ding' ivar 11 m nest in wlifali ware 
her young ones, dltit no \\"n*an is all mothar. I’lia Edna 
DenziJ tht' Roman ^^'r'rld liad kin’iNSTi anal ba'^a'ii cliarmad by 
-was jjiot softaiwd, n'lt improx aal l>y suffering. She was even, 
perhaps, a little warped. .\nd yet tie.' change was not 
un^rffhral, t.'a» almost inevitable. » She had been an excep- 
tmnat worfian, txccptionally sw( 3 et- 1 ;empered, free fimm alt 
jealoilsies, froirl feminine* pettinesses, anal feminine arts of 
attach and defence. But\h^ had ] 3 een exceptionally happy. 
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And she had always been conscious ofi wearing,the pro¬ 
tective arprour in which a strong man’s complete luv(? eF )thea 
the woman he l<ives. For y> hr: she had envied no woman. 
Possessed of a n.'dure whadi clung iiisf iiietivi ly to the essen¬ 
tial things of lif.' slir cai'c;'.' ..Mthing f<a’ lifeb trappings, and 
was inca|i'Me ef tie- small jealousi( s of aaimtai, jealousies 
connected v.ilh monev malt'Ts, clolli^a, g. ,Md luoks, we>rldly 
smas ss, men. lint slie \\as cajialde of eii\ and liow that 
was dead she kicw it. Hitterly, lie cely. she envied 
cNcrv Apiiian \\ he had at hei’ side a strung r'an t<a hsve and 
prote't In the deep rvati rs of lier s.ed strange weeds 

floated up at'd sho .veii tlienisep cs sometimes like' shadows. 

The change" in Edna Itenzildsas sharpie' tractsd in the 
transfcirmatloll of her f'diiig tow.ards 1 tolois.-s. (.tne thing 
she had to forgim' her I'ran/.i, ^t.' e l.e^ ping from her ed the 
kig>wledgi' of hie fatal illinee until the (,'\’e of I he''ojierutioii. 
She forgave hijn. lint she cMihl not foigi’ Uiileires for 
has'ing known of it befori die did, for liar ing jirepared 
ce'ervthing for Ih - ill man's i'omf,,rt rrhile she, his wife, did 
neit know h<' rsas ill, for having I'onsiilted with doctor'’Hnd 
nurse, discns-,(;d pos^iliilitpe,. hop^ feers, while ^he, in 
l.ilank igni'i'ane.', eono, rneil he reel f"fril ii tic pre'fiaratii.ins 
for a children’s pari \. .So haig . 1 , I-'raii/i wa-- ali\ e- the whole 
matter sciined snhllv different. ,\.i. 1 she eonld lieur it. 
She e.aild write lliat note thanking I'olore,. eould allow 
Dolores to kiss le r, eoiild be mo\cd bv le r tloo. If Franzi 
had rccoNei'ed /lom tic* op-ration she coiild have li.iriie it. 
But when tic e-.llin containing his body went i|own into the 
the ]iit be'iiealh tlie ('Ypress ti’ei.e h' r i.-.ai'e cried, ‘ I can t 
bi.'ur it ! ’ Uinler her veil sic looked across the open grave 
at DiF U'es, and she fell as if s, e; h.’ I d hee. .She was sh’o 'ke'd 
at herself, coiieleiniie-1 heiself, almose* k'lt-d Icrsi If fi.ir dhe 
feeling. Sic fought with it, but sic eljil md eTverconle it 
entirely. Theri' rcniaineel ith her a dreaiiful distaste for 
Dolores. 

That distaste throw a shadorv uj'ion thehife of Dilores. 
From distant Frascati far across the C'ampagna it fell, and 
lay upon a pialnce in Rome. 

Immediately after the death o| her hus/and *^i^8.:J)€n2ri! 
and her children left the flat inpthe Via /enti Settembre, 
• ^ home of the happy days, aad removed tojFragc&tj, The 
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liustle of a city luid licciirne teiTil)lr to th<:" 
widow.* founds flmt had liithi rto faltai (.'hccrfiillN' ujion ln.r 
ears wcre'now liidaniis to 'I’lir shock she had und' i-- 

gone had! aff^a'li d la r hoily as \vi |1 as hwr mind, mid fsir 
a long wiiilc - -so she afterw^'Js In he\as(.l —sli'* ASUs luat 
physically normal* 

She lied acrios the t ampaeiia. Ahvacs alieiwaros that 
rcnioCTil remain' il in hi r mi inoia- as a IIil'IiI fri'm a city that' 
had cliajiged, fi-^im a di'i ailfnl eil'c. It Iw. i.fi h*J' and it shi^ 
j>nt till- great^ilain tli.J wa-^ almost lila' a stwek'n sea 
dividing h'T from a hot lia|i|imi ss. 

Mrs. lilas^ingllam. Isdnas widowiil m^lh'r. Wild for siame 
time Tieell estalthdl'il III l*'»oeall m a ei.lnf^^atile [M illion 
— she liked •^leiiAioiis liM.kmg towariE ^"Hii . Ikil ’ hc‘ 
now fastened to «iii\e ijmi an ajiailiient hig i iioiiL'Ii to 
Contain hit. her d^nghl i^, aTT^^ grandehililr' n. Sir s. |.c|i d 
the upper part of a house in4la‘ \ la li (hule p( in/i as the 
new home. . 

This viaE is reaehid l>v a llieht of st' [o d' sis nifing at 
thejeft of the hroad tree-shari' 1 1 \valk \^hleh rims parallel 
to the J^^id bv whii'h eairiaLTi's cam the l*ia/,/,a b’oniaria. It 
is quiet, almost ilwin H]ipi aranee, and (saisisK iif a 
Mrrfciad terrace with two or three houses iphIIi'- neht. On 
the left the ground dr*.j )s shai’pK' 111 wiind a wall til thi- open 
spJc(‘ before the siyall railwav station. The ti rraee turns 
at riglit angle:*, and is hiiiden In hin^ a g.iiint and iielv 
‘ Magazziiio di t arl m iln wlneh is th^ hast hiEi -.e m ties row. 
Eeyiind the ei*id of Ihe t' rrae..^li i, m i * up a gis at \'illio\' 
building with a»fi-T^r, entimg the \ nas fri,)ii that point. 
But Mrfc, M assingliam, thiaigh not '-piiaall\“ i namouri il of 
natuf^ had—bi eami% ims.^vere ''Ulliiai'iit Iv spaeaous, 
and, not trio ex]ii^_^*(^ — seleeted :^ui aboiii.' from the 
wiiulgiws (V ^whii'h u gre.il pi'opi et was to In * seen. 
The ujrper *part i IT The houo,, whieh now In long'd to 
her aijftl h'sr daughter. \\as (siuiposed iif* t\^o store\s 
The r^onis in t'>p st''r<'\' ''jx’Uotl (Hi t'l ;i t ir 

hanging garden, whieh was the roof of ,i l.aigi loggia with 
pillaj^-'+ielowr This loggia, the walls and ei ilmg of which 
w'*»fe tinted *a detp red, was closetl iij at the two ends by » 
towers (>^ntainin^CH:)ms. tlther chambers opened by French 
window^^tp tM loggia, ^hich w ti^ arranged aa a sprt of 
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family and general sitting-room. Here, when th'?' w'eathe 
was not foo cold, the children could play. H ere Edm 
Denzil could work, attend to }^,T|lnisiness, or sit looking ou: 
over the Campagna towards that Rome which had seen hei 
great happiness and the ( IkJ v'f it- And here, too, Mrs. Mas- 
singhani could resul liedit literature, <mlii-oidi r, play patience 
sing and May aongs to tie- giandehildrcn, or talk t(' 

'iheni, th e S(.rx'.antor an\' \ ieitors \s'lio sought her out in 
what she c.-dJedde i' eusu di jui<j}ui. At tirst she rnissed 
the pi.-nsiMi, w'here sin- had eneoiinl ifed gi go, el many 
'forr.\ii':ri ah') had soinetinn s .ainus'd la r. lint she was 
soon tak'-n tt .oroughlv hv tlu- new d^ aicst icitv. She learnt, 
as good gram t. V ithei's learn \s'itJ'.out dillienltv, to co'neen- 
trate "ii Iff littr- (]■ se.-nd.ant^, W-an- n kO'e to tie iK-i-deil, 
Mrs. MasMiighani had the j'iV o|' ])!''o'-.'.dly ri al i - i ng 'tlnit 
‘Nonna’ could still he of '.hne u-c iy> tin' \t irld, Avas 
sometimes wantcil. lilled a -y-aial jilaco, .arid was r-virn of 
importance. Warmly she llinav le i -olf ir,jto the task of 
cpialif\ung as a first-class ii< ccssitw 

Mrs. Ma^o'ngh :im was not .a rcmark.ahli,- woman, hut,she 
Wins a woman wh'i led .'d\wiys hii-u lik'il, had li.'^l warm 
friends', and dt''rv'-d tic an h',- Icf katuXuais and ''ja n nature. 

Shi' hclongod a g.1 "Id family "f l.omharily, 1 he family 

of Villafcralo. wli,, h.'id a S'-at ll■■:lr N'iU'i'o-, and a house in 
Mil an. Rut hi'i' dot had not la (‘'n a Igrga 'Uie AAfi'-n sue 
married llemy M:f<aigh.'tni, and liis Lnglrdi estate and 
most o f his m. ■ nl'V led 11,0/1' to a S) iii of 'iiis 1 1\' a former wife. 
On his d' .ith his wd )\v leiV, r' turii'-d at one,' t'a Ic.r n.ative 
land. She was ral her lii'onehial, andcR.oi'ght hiTs< If far 
more broni-hial than shf w.'is, 'I’lio I'liinat'' of Egiglaiul, 
th'feft ire, madi' no strong apo. al 1 )( r. .Vid w heniL'nzil 
was givi.'ii the' post of ^t'oiineillor to i Ug Rrilish Embassy^,she 
had re'moA'ed from (.’.'denahhia, Astr re sIc' led leech hying, 
to Frascati, Roni'' mad'' Ja r f< e] I ilo‘.adless',' she nhvays 
declari.'d. (ttl'e rwise sh'.' \\ould lena' satth d there.' Fras¬ 
cati lead giiod air. aid its jirii'i s svere miii'li snfdler thar^those 
of Rome. Mrs. M.-issingli.am, therefore, had matle the best 
of things on the hill al> svi' the ('ampagmn And she 
'had her reward. At apolitical moment, a momerrt of trageVy 
and sorrow, four human beings tl|l d to her. (■ She ro.se to the 
task and the occasion. 
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I?^^caranee she was net unlik-s a liandsonic onl ef tfie 
bro’S^i speeies. She had a ratleT reiiiui face, thiek brown 
eyebrtwvs whi<’li ju'ched (Jii^iischa-s iieer ricjiid aial s’elliav- 
brown ey<-S, asle-rt iimm-, sni.ill rnll-li|i|M J niouth, and round 
e('irnf<srtabl<' Iciikuiy 1-11111. ;i |i| I' .-jri d to pf»sse_ss a yneat 

d'-al ef hair, br*\sii in eMlMiir, \Mlh a fi \v llei-ti^iy'sny^ab'lions 
of gre}' here and tie r. , end --le- aor-- it in sin'li^a evay as t^ 
make her le-ad k'l.k l.ng- and r'-niid. H-t hands -wt^ 
Ixautiful, ain^ >li* li id l.n"i'.ii lleit lli- \' w* re«-\ i r since she 
hud known ;^i\ t liine. ,'sle hsd :m agi ri al'le, ali^htlc’ niuined 
Voice, and a liabit of blinl.iiig aiid of eidd- iiK- cnlai^nug Ift-r 
eye.s \s-ljt*ii sho w.'ts talking. Wlinl li^r ag- nas she i. 1 k 1 not 

liapjK.-n to ne iilioii to r«i'. Ir> mg ii"i- ,..n^ Sle- looked not 

more thari 4 si\ 1 y, and v, agrowing goiiiy/ l!ut this fa<-t did 
net 1 |i - t rae't fl'oir. le r el i.gi 11 and I'al I e' l' addl'd to her (1 ignit 
for she txil’e hi'l^elf ILs^olTi l|o di llbel'ateh' Jlltenrled not to 
remain slight, i-on adiTing^^ueh a eoudiliou of b.id\' as wieall^# 
iinsuitabh.' ti; a g- nl h",',. im.-ui of mnlcffi' age. Slie was 
singularh' unlike In i' d.aughter J-'.dna. 

olfae'lng abandoueil tie- jo\’s of the jiensioii, and taken to 
a nis\j;^\\ay of hfe, Mrs. Ma-sinehaui e t her.a If to make a 

success 1 if it. Sh '. ^io\srd unwouled eueruv in getting 

'things into order ami making l lie 11e 'st of Ifte aei‘.ciunodation 
at the dispo^al of 1^ r-e|f .-md the I )e|i,,'ils. The ih ait h i if her 
"son-in-law had syr(irise(l and shoek'sd her \'er\' much. She 
haaJ been vi *y foial of biaiieu. idit eilher she- a phih.)- 

sc^ilier, (sr e]s, v,li,» liad kmoML ennugli of •the chances of life 
to be.jarep.'ii'ed for an_\' r'\ i nt.^ Tor 'Jm showed in this jrain- 
ful time a ci*i P*^e o If-pi i ^ ,1 ssiou and a Sort ed soft resig- 
natiiwi wliif'h i,\ere uo doubi of lelp to hrr daugliter, but 
w nevertheless^ni^e T'Hna feel that she eiauld never 
Igt her mother vhat havoe grief works in strontr 

natures. • 

‘ Mamma wouTdfi’t understand.’ 

Ejliia said thi.s to the only person whd she felt, indeed 
she^knew, C(*uld understand, to Fran/.i's friend of friends. 
Sir Theodore. She bore no ill-will to Sir Theinlore because 
^ li'^ known from the lirst of*Fr;mzi's condition. Mys- 
^terioiis sdx spoke in her, and procl^iimod that fact natur^ ■ 
Of course Fraizi told hi| greatest chum. Of course the two 
men ^fcotisultta togethei^ about ^ler, the woman^ Nor did 
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(Edna Dcnzil ever tliink of visiting upon Sir Thet/^lpre her 
secret jerdouisy—for it earno to that - -at the’ tluaiglit of her 
days of igriiiranee, Dohires’ day.^i^.kiKOvlodgc. Yet Sir Tiieo- 
dore had told U'EireN. Siie lilanud no nue, hut she eould 
not enduro ,1 he thouglit of ores liaediig kruuMi, and she 
couKl eiidun; the thought of Sir d'heodore's haeiug known. 
p\.nd after lier liusliaiid's d. ath. side- hy side witli tJie dawn¬ 
ing of her dee[) dislaete fi.f Doliires, there grew in her a 
iniieti deeper.J’e'gi'.rd for Sir Theodore tliah shf' had ever felt 
before, . . , 

'^Tiudr actions se<'med to ]»rove Iwr rigid, not that slie cared 
about that eonsei'iii'.K' oU(‘ wa\' or the other. Filnn was 

V - - ' f, 

vun^ rnurh Mini kru-w-Ju >\v tn Vh- lutrcMSonunlu. 

And she did not.--ser |i,,w le r differ( nt ni'ents.1 attitudes 
^towards the husli.ind and v.ife woiij^l be hl*dy to affeet tlieir 
mental attitud.tea,nab In r. lien tile t'Uier.il \tas o\-er, 
,iand Ihe Den/ib renioea ,1 hi Fra't eati, Delmee was the first 
weininn friend to nrii'e oiil from Koine and eall ujioii them. 
She was'received. It elianeed tliat little Tle o n^et her at 
the door. She’ sat \'. i(h J'idna .and ^frs, Mas -ingham in the 
confusion of the not ea t arranged loggia. She f' It geLDgnely 
full i>f d»ep syiiifiathy, and held 1 \'o.>-- jtov, s, her sorre>w for 
Edna, her prophetic sorrow for one not Fdn;i. She trieel- 
to be’ natural. sini]i|e. to show ahat sli..’ f.-lt. lint almost 
instantly she knew that \sould be inipossipio. Jvlna wouhi 
ne>t h.ar'e it so. Tho \» iman Uoloo s ha<l kisswi, had'heard 
whispering against h< r shoiikk r. the evornaii who had written 
the iieite sho la rself eovld neVer have eM'itti ii, was iieideaigor 
there. Instead tlii ri’ rwis surely the woiW’.n ddolores eeiuld, 
nay, must ha\a be’.’ii. had her cio’imislane’es been as Edna’s 
were. De'lores understood tltct sv^yiafi. As she sat *(»ifh 
her trying to talk geiilly, naturally, drying liaid tei );)e lurr 
best self; she was hideoiislv eonscie>us of irreNoeabh’ things. 
The wcctls in the’ rle-ep wati rs !, d’he weol]s in the deep dark 
waters ! Like .shaelows she’ saw them rising anel '\\ith- 
drawdng. ‘And mine!' slw thought. ‘ And^-mine ! ’ ^ 

• Mrs. Massingham, blinking anel thru enlarging her hand¬ 
some eyes, earnestly thanked her. for all that whg had ^otte, 
tpivisting and turning t^e .sw'ord round in |rer daughter'^ 
wound. And a sort of darknes.s c«/pe into tlj:b white cheeks 
qI Dolores. She was co^cious c^ka kind of despa^ and a 
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kind o^f\avy ayi^i t. Never would slie fetrget the aspeet of 
tile oil that day, a ^^ann, efill, hut inelaiielioly ilay, 

cloudy and yrey ami full *1 ‘^uesaai . Some brown teoket- 
work chairs atoo.i about, ddiese weie ceuM'd Avilh dull red 
cu-hiikis. Souie^|)ote \iith plirntw \\( re ranged ih a reuv rie>t 
far fruin an anyle. I’le y were to ' a,, si .iicar her^ ’ presently. 
Meanwhile they \m rt- lu danverou- proxinidy tei a En nch 
Avinehaw. Doku'es^ a'.;is -ure some uiie wouM o[)L'n thi't 
wiiidoT,’ brUM|Uely and do d.amaee to Ih'^ p'^s. And SO 
indeedit hajij^-ned. Aullaliaii lioiuemrdd sudde^nl}'puslied. 
the window with A'ioh nee oiiluai'ds. 'bwei |io|-, feU over 
and jme A*as siy,ashed |o pi(‘ei s. Mrs# >f.issuiehani, m her 
pleasant, niullleil \diei , * prot osl e,], u hile^d tolores lo,.kei] 
away <j\'er the y (.'ampayuia. Ivoine w./Tbul a blur in the' 
far di.staner', most of it^^iail off from her wedil Iw tlw 
yr-lloy t*iwer. '^•'re>nl he •blur, ue.ir ,a ti.ail of r^liite' 
snieike, twei ru' t lues ‘ 11 \ id bit .1 e!a s stoi i< 1 > ii^ She vs aidi I'ed 
what they wei’i* ti^iny to drdr.iet la r mind, m \'.liieh arose 
a sense (if juirea'oiiiiiLt niisen'^lscause virat she hail foresseen 
had oeeunssl Asith the window and the pots. 

1 lo ill Id Elina 1 >ei i / il be.'i I he bin s ki i ? 1 feiw (S add she 
Confront life, with its i.'^anyement^ of ■-1 raw^ehairs A^ith red 
chshions. its plants m jiols to be pul In re or there. A'.ith its 
endless^ sueeessiou opmieab. \Mth ils eisy days? .\nd oh! 
to gaze out o\sa' tlwd ('ampaLUia to tin bhu' ulueh had kx'eu 
the citA' of happiness ! .A sob ruyyled up m 1 tolores’ ]ony 
throat. Hut jf aaos for lu isi lf perhaps, as mueh ns for 
Edna lArnzil. 


She felt as it rWia Iteiizil Asi’i'e IjatiiiLf her and steaihly 
tiwinghiot to. When sh^ c,,t up to a,, die wantid to kiss 
Edn*!?^ Ik- Would he Hw^riluAl thiny to do now, after all 
thtrt, luy.1 been. Ik-r^he could not. Hit body stiffened 
at the thoiythl, and In r soul seeinrd to stiffen 

too. 


.'\it(/rwards .she had though:, ' it l bad kissi <1 Edna AAhat 
Avoukt Edna hi^e done ? ’ 

Mrs. Massingham Avarndy einbrnced Dolores, and said : 

de^ir p*retty creatirre 1 Cl*inie again. In a motor 
if is nothing.’ . 

She |al£irgcd ler eyes, Itinked and added : 

‘ aiali-QUt iorlj'Qu from here. It Is tuch m 
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'advantage bring where we can see everv" ai^ival Rome. 
The sightt')f a little life is griod, even if one doesn'T. take 
j)art in it.’ 

And nIv jiriitit'Tl with liri’ suinll and beautiful hand to the 
avenue leaVliug fr. ini tlie (Vupipagna uj) the hill in front of 
the Grand lint' 1, \'ihiidi vas full in \ nf the loggia across 
a dejwessinn of wad'_' goauid planted witli trees and shrubs 
vbeyond tie- station. 

' I shall h'ke to hoar your motor purring ifike a great cat, 
my dear !’ she eouelud'd, jaishing. u[i h'T lyg, round head, 
to giV-' another kiss to 1 )i (|. .po^, 

.\nd oftou sinco tkeii she had le ard the purr ofthe motor, 
but Doh.ires rvif. not in it, and kh'e (diildi'eti gre'led it with 
cries rif ' Here Which' d'hoo I 

Princess Maneolh h id s.aid 1 hatd ioIorc'Tw as nrit by nature 
a Uvkter. Perhaps that \sas t'ertt-inly slut felt that 

shceoiild not lo \^ in a plae-* m the Dem'il f.atnily. Even 

the ehildreii, siw thought, dishl.od her, y\ere not really at 
their ease with her, except Iris, \\lrn she sat down to the 
pianc). As she drove a\vay ttiat aftornoon, de.scending<thc 
hill into the \asl grey (’ani|>agn.i, she kne\s- that sj3-<i. would 
not offeii return lo the red-w.alled^Ugivia. ' I he done iny 
best 1 ’ she sail.! to liersi lf, ‘ T he done my best. And ni'.\'r 
Edna hates me.’ And il ^^as then t hii t she decided to take 
her social life up again wilh determinatit^n. to throw herself 
into its energies .and'to succeed at least in Kiem. She felt 
like one expelled. It v’.ks oerhai>s vrry .ahsurd of her. But 
she was intensely sdiisiti\(s If she made an advaiuce and 
was tneitlv repulsed she felt ph\sieally't.iisp rahle, and as if 
a rude haiiil had shot out and thrust her away. That after¬ 
noon in the Gampagna she w^s bes^ lii;,' a sensation oWa^ving 
been humiliated. ‘ \Vdiy did I go ■^*>'i\diy did I go ? ’..she 
asked herself almost tiereely. Put then^she recalled Edna’s 
situation, her sorrow, and the anger died away. She looked 
out of the open esindow, and sa^^' the tlorks of sheep',closely 
gathered together, life clinging to life in t>?e vast expanse 
of loneliness, where the Power outside our world seemerr 
to brood as it does in the desert ; she heard *the dfdl.^f a 
shepherd, savage and melancholy, with a lingering, doT^- 
ward cadence, and she had a (^gire for jfelease. ‘ Oh, to. 
be out of it all! ’ But—whgr(|/? And the motor rushed 
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towarcJi^tV donu-'s and the towers of Rome, carrying her 
back tij’the social life. , 

She hurried into it .ignins 'iefi.>re Sir Theodore returned 
from I^ndon. \\'hen lie did return he fofind the writing- 
table iq the green and red drav*r»g-i'ooai covered ^¥lth cards 
of invitation, and heard from his wife that sin* had been 
dining with Countess Roeeara, and h id already many en¬ 
gagements. ir.^ was ama/ed. Still haunted by the tragedy' 
of the ©peration and his friend’s deatli it t^i-eined to liim 
almost inere dil#le that ]iilor< s elp.iild alreads' hAve taken 
npi again the empty life of fnis.hly. I’nl he did imt < lijiress* 
his Myjirise* and, aiiot lier filling, his i.li^gnst. Yes, he was 

o il re ly, Dolores’ ji.art, 
er apparent deop sym¬ 
pathy, loeii of la', iiotle^y anxiety mid gra f. whieh had 
>eemed alfnost lo*moimf tei terror when Den/il had digd, 
'Urely slaosi.-d her |o po^o*,s a natni'ts ii^anahh. shallow 
ind ehange.dile.* ‘ And if f were to die / ' licr Imsbund 
.liought. ^nd again there came upon him I Im helpDss and 
huiftlliating fe< ling I hat he did iml \'el klmw ho wife. .Siiiee 
when h ■♦'.he t" gm i to f, , 1 m'l i \ e|y 11 lal la - il id i ad know her ? 
If he had searela d lsiel.»-liul Iho, he did la d do - he*might 
h.ave diseocered that the hirlh of this ('oiiseiiiiis ignoraiaai 

dated aftiar the e\e|iii*a; of Ids a-nllmi'-l eone, rmno his wnfe’s 

• • 

barrenness. U[ior» that e\imng I he silejirr had eloscxl 
U[ion tla.Tii bi d II 1 1 1.e :i idol id. mid m 1 I a^ii omi i of that silence 
had been eoias ood In, f- • ling, Il *1 m gan to torment him, 

• . 'P. ’ 

and to lender him oft. n ill ot oase iff Dolois .^’ eomp.anw. 
His instant, an^ i^S^n'ess, ,i di eidon nmlliir to go out, rmr 


iliegnsied. Fiir this is 
fi illi iwirig so .♦w i ffly oi 


I i ffi*, s f( >r p|o: 

he heels of h 


to eiiteitaiii any more that season, a< xpoided l.iy Doloiss. 
Yet d^fellJJ.JIOI1 la r^lil*' '^'elnilfe. She tri' d to harden her 
heart anj s'd la r lip* A;:yitl\- |oe, Ila r. 

‘ T«sh;dl h^iye a Ul to do n e-.i,,' .Sir 'I’ln-odore coneludial. 
But anyhow I haven't the he.»rt for gedug into soeielv.’ 
He rwarly added, ‘ And lia\e }'ou—reallv- I'toloi-elta ? ’ 


If hi had sair^lhat, taken Dolores in his arms, let lier sec 


nis surprise, hi.s gi’ief, but also some b- hef that in her heart 
they w’&s soiTiething ^esJ)onsi^a.‘ to hfs, she might, in lier then 
ctWiditinn of almost quivenng sensitiveness and longing, 
have ca^t pride aii’ay, and Seioded him with the truth. But 
he saidjiipthin^ |Qoje. Ipt the, moment pass, deceived 
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Ciby a physical detail, the tight line her lips ij^a^e jusi 
. then. ^ ^ 

And frum that day both of began to strive to gathel 
in a harvest froiii.hfe, Ihit whih' ])i-li>res set herself to the 
reaping id Sares, her hu,sb;M.’W went into fields where there 
was wheat (v> be gathered. And so it was that Kdna Denzil 
• preseiitK'\sas able to sav to herself, ‘ I am right I ’ both in 
^•es] lei't of ia r 1 1 IS taste for I )i ']< >ri s ami id lur gis ate r affection 
fi ir Sir Tliei^li Iff. 

Da}' afttr ila}' a big motor eanu' <mt froni-Dome by tlie 
VortigDiirlla and spun along the Hat road to\\ar(ls the little 
town on tie lull, ^\^itll its blunt deeded oliie trees and its 
\'me\'uvds aboim it, and the (’a 111 [ri glia brer/,IS dal icing in its 
fai'e. A le w lifi/! M gall fi ir Sir 'I'le oi lore \^ i I h tie, death of his 
friend, just as a iieNs hfe began for Mrs.'AIassingham, As 
alwpys out of lie dust of doit ntln', ^oiiirdd 1 k' flo\,er of life. 
Sir The< id' ire took up tie - new /1 fi- \\ ith a he,i,\ \' lesart. He 
was a man ea|i,able of ,so miieli feiHuig tleat an,}' sorrow struck 
him a stinging blo\\'. lint he was a failli fill man, and a man 
with lire m him. Soon le/ lieg,in to glow with eie/rgres, 
first of dnt}' tlen of fw r bom of dni y's fullilnieiit. Jthe love 
was tin're from the lirst, but his vr^t for Francis shrouded 
it, ga\'e it a meaning that \vas tragna And hi' even foughr" 
against the change that he fi/lt was tn.wards greater, unex¬ 
pected happiness. *' 

h'or }'e,ar,) Sir Theodore had been lom i' ehildrc'n. Jt 

was almost as if j ’r.'ineis 'e.ilt d from t fw ' 'raki/ mine ! ’ 

It Was ahiiost as if Ihs frebd stopje d hr-- ears to t.hat ci’}', 

but at la.et 1 1 e. 1 I'd it m di epil i ■ ed hi m o If I u.-ne it w'.as mean t 

that he should hear it. Now eliili.li'i n came into tlii^ man’s 
life- as f hev Iiail mw er com' -1 Store,i,l^m Ins midiUe just 
■when a man of rnenta) fori/i- ami go'Ssi^.'alth is ajd to b'agin 
counting the yeais that are left, with a secret ‘How lo^jg ? 
Horv long'/ ’ H(' had wait-ed, be had suffend, he had 

rebelled, he had e\ eii been cruel for eliildren's sake, iT'Cause 
of hi,s need of them. Now he began to leann someth,'Xig of 
wdiat children are. really are, in a life. For soon he began to' 
be aw'are that till Ftenzil's death he had iinjigirecd blit 
■Dot known. Intuition was struck away. He had totter^ 
Now' he walked hand in hand with knowledge. 

Little Theo must be hiarspeeial ^re. He bould be resoon- 
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siblc ^ Francis#f(ir what the buy bi came in latar life. It* 

was (ijfficult, aliieist impi'salile, tr. Iiave serious* doubls tvs 

to Thf'o, lie ^^as iim(: a s*ii)^ Itnt .a biay. But uu lualigu 

spirit ^vtT luoki d mil nf liis cv's, ]•i^■eu when Jie wtm in a 

teriipcT, (tr in a riny' , tie tliiii? fUi'i''- Imiiie is the pit never 

rose to emifroiit ymi in a le..lt er a mi I'.'euieut, ^n'crllielcss 

Sir Theeidore was bcxi 1 at llr I by llie auxn ties nf tins deejily 

t'oincierdious ^im/eiir. I’er the hiuf time he felt, ‘How 
* # ^ 
lifferent I am fi'nm a falhei' ! ’ iivideulh the lyeimet, the 

mfailiily insf ifiel, , .f a fal liei' is i_inl\' burn in a man v lien (loj 

and a ^^l'ylan make Imu mie. .Sir Bli'SHk'i'e must rumlde 

fur i*, but h e u*m-f mu'e;; |el 'I'he,, kiifiw he was fumbling. 

He wished tn s^rik' ll\(‘ !iap]i\' uieau be/\vixt laxity and 

strietuess. tn sliffeii the Imy's bae], AMtliuut dullitiy tlie 

l.irightiies^ nf his ingei^n*'i'^ eharm. And he was abu\-e 

all anxious ma i-r tn a - siiinejn Ibis 11. mr III I |e fam ily [Ui}'^i iri 

of right. I'klll nf di he,ae\' lie Wlsh' il In P#u|eet, tn hi l[i. to 

guidi; as a man mny. and as mily a gnnd and .straighl man 

ea^U but fte\-i r tn lie intrusive nr r•halle||yiug. In th's first 

(Lays after his return finm Lmidnu he \sas full nf teiitatiw- 

IleSS, eTrll full nf illdeei-,iull. Hill he 11 ■ i s ..l, e,.,- all^lUgll tO 
'■Idebnth. 

He had Ill's! tn tali; iWi-r hiisuiess maltiws with Bdna 
lisTizilt I'r.uieis hail lint bis u far winiig ssheii he bad said 
that tliere wnjild unt be eery mueli ^i .r bis familv, 'I'here 
was nut. But, \sitii the mmi'a' ci^ming funiu liis jiiihe\' of 
life insuraiiee, there was miniieii fnr Jus wifi; and ehildre'n 
tn liN’c ujimi i^uj^Jy. euniiLdi tn ediieale I’hi II tlmmughly 
well and to launeh him in lifi'. Birt it wniild lie neces.sary 
fur them all tn Ine oai illy^and tn a\(iid anything like 
extravaj^irre. Sir liiul gniie tn Lmuinn with a 

view' t(.r clpiiiging sfiim; nf 1'i aneis‘s iru'estrm nts. He knew 
more about*linaru*'»tli:ui braiieis hail kmiwn, and eujn\'ed 
the aclvantnge of having expert advice nn wnniiev matters 
from ^\merica.^ He had Mrs. Denzd’s permissinn ti.i use this 
advieei for her advantagi- by selling out certain English 
invest^ients an^l placing the money in safe American enter¬ 
prises _,w'hi(ih, brought in a higher percentage. Sitting on^ 
^ftem^pn in the loggia overIonking*the Campugna he ex¬ 
plained things |o her. ifae listened, agreed, and tlianked 
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The two elder children were out walkinjf with^Ifrianna. 
Vi was nirwcll and in bed. Mrs. M,as\ingham had gone to 
tea with a friend in the funii pi^-'nsii in. Sine had not wished 
to go, hut Edna had begg,d hrr to go. 

‘ Yon must not give uj)M?your little ](leasures, mamma, 
beriauso o^ tis,’ slie bad said. ‘ Wliy should you not have 
tea alone with a friend '> ’ 

4 

‘She has her own room ed course, ot|i('rYise-’ began 

Mrs. Massiilgham. 

tio, mamma, go. ^'oii must yntss your timrs’ said Edna. 

SoUy ehanis' she .ukI Sir 'rheodore ^^e^e quit<' alcme. 

When they had l^iidied talking of tin; m eeesary business 
there \vas a d'Uavl sihaii'e b< f^^eetl them. T.heir subject done 
svith. abru[dly lU sei-med to fall a^vav into a sort r>f ghastly 
space, a nothingness, ddis' truph of gred -atmospheric— 
cn\*-loped them, Imt tiny hadiianght to Mmg to. And not 
onl}' that, lhe\' ere almost ai sfrung.a-s to (,ur' anothrT. A 
widowi— could it be Edna Ueuz.il ? A man' doing business, 
discussing tlc' ehildreii’s moiielar}’ future emild it lie 

Sir Therh a-e ? 

In that silence ihev were ns strangers in sp'-^-. The 
brown chairs ,'\ilh the red eiislifflis now stood in their^ 
apjiointed jilnees. The plsni,, |.h.. Imd found their honUs. 
On a tabl e lav some li(Hiks, L'ltiilic, \\ K 11 d I Mrs. Mnsainghijm 
read and Edna mwer read, a piece of'euihroidcTy, a Viox 
containing t\so ,paet.s of cards, .fugicstus,'^too, was there 
reposing upon his left si.ie^ 

Sir Theodore sa\s the creature', ami \mis no longerlh space. 

‘How arc d’heo ami Iiis bear getting oh luTC, Edna? ’ 
he said, reealhng Imr. 

As she looked up he realised tidytUorrow ImA .irflTfti her 
plainer. Phs’sleal alt', ration he iiof.aTl^tad almost Ik despite 
of hinrself. He had not noted the de< peg change, • 

‘ I scarcely U"’"''.’ she said. ‘ I se.areely know anything.’ 

She hsoked at him. utterly cureless r>f t he jihysical vhange 
in herself. 

‘ I feel ’— she ga/.ed round her at the loggia— ‘ as if I ’cf 
! been pushed out of everything*and the door locked agaiQ»t 
Jttt, or—I don’t kno'rt. I can’t imderstand being here. ''I 
'■ Ciiv’t feel that I shall live hero. When I gef. up in the mom- 
V i,t isn’t like Uvlng, And 1 go to efe night— 
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She4)i^e uff. After ;i moment she added : 

‘ It *s stupidv^f me, Theodore, but I cnn't help it — I feel 
more da:^'d ever\olay.’ 

‘ The quiet here^he pure a^r, in time tiiey wUl do some¬ 
thing for you.’ 

‘ Yes, I suppose- tla-y uilh’ 

‘ And Edna, tie- ehililren ! 

‘ \^ithout tlu ni r don’t think 1 should be here any lonyer.* 
‘ Here ? ’ ^ ‘ 


I don’t m'jfin in Fraaeati.’ 

Again the silenee fr||. IPit in il tla.-y were no long^-r liktf 
strainers fn sp.-ieo. Sir 'I’la odore w.aaaaare of llii^ Latin 
fire, tile Latin d<opair in lltn friend. 'J’Tie eliarminy ife, the 
charming mrithei- maile eli':ing<-l\ foie Inl li\' gin f. He 
felt a \'iolenee in I.' i- \slii('h till now he had lied mi pected. 

‘ 'I'here*is vi air rii' r( In f t' n a* In ■ e, 11, |, 

‘ M amnia \as.' 

He reahsrd that Mrs. M aeMlighalii IMS ffld never lie very 
much in Vrd allghter’s life. 

•I made inr go out to-dny. friiiid asked her te> tea. 

P( X ir t'l*'- niiiia ! lint she has lx en a greal I n 1 11, ;i i id she h o'es 

the children. She an |o tlnm \^ln n tiny 'ri.- ^in bed. 

JMst think ! M a 1111 1 1 a s I n g 11 1 g ' ’ * 

Shejooked s'aeantjy tioMiidi I he Canqiagna and aeliled ; 


‘ ( antif la rondinella , iiacr x annsre 

f # 

ail til I’auig^urio fipilo iluj 

• # 

she sings th.-ft. Ins lo\e> it. *.\iid J nf In-re, when it’.s 
w'arm enough ^t^oight, listening.’ 

On the last word her eves met hi*, and he was able to go 
righfcQ 4 t^;n iut' > her <lgsp-^. >nd In- knew that he might go, 
tUat slj,e almost, ne-daps, wnlnd him to go. Her eyes 
seeined to*say ; 

You wtTc his frit nd. Yoq knew him. Ymi loved him. 
You r/iay go where no cae (T e may.’ 

In»that moaie-nt Sir Theodore km w that thoiigii Edna 
Denzil was still ymmg, tliough no dmibt she would again 
be charmisg t<o the world*- for Tiim- is incxeirable in his 
dealing^ with sorrow as with joy—yet she would alway^ 
be a wWow. She would never give up the name Francis 
bad her. 
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‘ Dolores has been to see me,’ she said, as he did '/id^speak, 

‘ Of course. She teld me.’ 

‘ It was Lr'iod Ilf her. Mamma,quite lovuv her.’ 

Sir Theodi ire wanted to say'^.varmly tliM he huped Dolores 
would often eoiiie, that he ^H^ied Edna would take her into 
the new life pt Fraeeati. Hut he could not^ lie thought of 
^he writing table eo\a-red \silh I'unU of ineitation. 

' ‘ Reineinbi r.' he said, ‘ tliat in Ilonie tliij'i' is always a 
home for yem to.come to. I sp-ak for Deileuetta as H’ell as 
myself,’ 

• ‘Thank you, Tleodsire—I know. ljut--you won't be 
hurt ? ’ 

‘ X'>, niI. Wliat is I't '! 

‘ I think it N^ilf bo a very long tiino lirr(a'e I shall be aide 
to conio into yoin- .ap.artniont. 1 oan't lio|/i it.’ 

‘ Reeauso— ] undoist.iiid.’ 

‘ Make I). iloros undi rstand too... .She has I u:i n si i kind -’ 

Edna swallowed, Tind two \'ortioal lilies sh'O'ed 1 heinside'es 
in tier lordiead abioc lh(‘ inner ends uf her j^a'ebrows. 

‘ So good. 1 shoiildn'l like her to think' nie-’ 

‘.She ne\( r eniild. .She isnild lie\sa- inlslllider.sl ;i^l yOU, 
Edna. 'She knows y. iii far t m. well.’. 

And I eloii't (hinlc I shall (.'oine to Kouie' at all for a vefT'"" 
longtime.’ 

Again she lo. iked out o\ er the ('ani]lagiia^ On the extreme 
right of the .View \isilfle fisim flw loggia 111! re was a small 
Section of tin; diftaiif ei'.y. '['he day \sas not v.Ty clear. 
On siieh a day from ?’rase;bi Home is as a city hiiHed at 
rather than a city soi.ii. In the great pWt- . .iliere is some¬ 
thing which suggests to till' imagination the congregation 
of men. .Smoke rises, traiKng ^.vay towarpls^ tjij^^k^ea, 
perhaps, or towanls soldar}' Monte .SVsyj.de. S’ague shajn's 
show' tin mselves, but as if .siirreptitioiislv. l).ishe.s of white, 
darkne,sses--are those buildi|igs ? 'J’hat' tiny upstanding 
shadow—is it (Im dome of .St. Heter's ? 

From the loggia Edna could not sis; that rhadow'. ..But 
she saw enough to tell her that Rome indeed was there, and 
suddenly her eyes lilled with tears and overtlo'.ved) 
g She chd not wipe a^vay the tears. She let them run dowrt-. 
^'her devastated face. 'VVhv should ^lot Theodore see them ? 

, too,,bad loved Francis^ 
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(list.'uit city pc<i|:ile u'itt' saN'in/^, and wrrc e^'e§ 
belic'('ii)g, man and the wnmun in tlic h->ggia were 

lovers. ^ * 


(IJM'l’EU XIX 

Mrs. M A^^ixe.jiwi r^ad III'- I'l aiila rl\'. and slw rr, uld 

nrit* iwni iJ^llma li‘ i' scraps cf its 

social iic\v». She l-ai. r,.liia \',a> pis .f.'amdK' indiffcrs-nt 
to all that W'lil ..|[ in IPciic s.,ciall',, p^ .111 icallv, iii <‘'vcr\' 
\va\a Wilt she,leal !'ii S‘v^ia I isi \ (‘ iialiirsa and an ahiaist 
pliv^sical desii'a p> alial'e lining-.. And as lie- \-ars iiiefea-.-!^ 
njx'ii la r she^Nsas ineliia d to ya ld nn'^; and iii'ii'e t" her 
iiadinata'iis, wlileh \\ere \ > ry iniaieint and harmless. 
'iVJhi’i ii lyli Mrs. M ai md la m Ih 1 na eai ne te In a ( d t he | ires< nt 
careej Ilf l)"lere-. l-'m'. as pis s.aited liv tlie //n/zV aial I'ther 
paiiei's, dpe y 'mg'. I 'lit .'^al tla- ei niiings m "f |), h a ei, assiimeil 
n'delilliteliesa, all llllpm lanee, whlell I'-' l'e i^aFing flS'lII tlaiu 

in her mr n e\a s. .she w .as tr\ ing t.. ' lind '-"iia I Iniig to do,’ 
dryiiTg t'> lill up s^'iia liow tla- \, iid of la r 1 1 fe. Sezas I miserv 
sketcla'd oii^ lishind la r ae|-i,ins 4. fainl h.jel.ground of 
dehance. .\nd I his hael.ground •impis s • d tla world and 
appJU’ci itly ‘also (he i;. iman* new.^iap' rs. ()ii<' exa-iiing, 
towards t\M Ml's. Massingliain, m la r [ilc.isant. though 

sligl'iilv nioiiot'na CIS s'oiee, read oiP t'l la i' d.iiighter .a jsara- 
griij^Hr"''! Ihe 7VT// .'(T alhiling to lla' : <j)i,iriJn ItiijH iiith: 

Lady (.a#rfiyn!V', 1’a n |iassmg on\'..ard to the If,die, whadi 
t'i her wfcs h 1 \\ a Vs a In nine hinedn'. reel I sd in Frei 1 eh«a passag'e 
descril)in>J*T,:aly* Eannvnge's s|..ating feats at the I’alazzo 
Mirifv- anti, and <;'l<jsing with an rdhision tii hi r powi-rs at 
bridge. ’ If JLai ly t'annynge drarvs e\a.n a modemlely giiod 
partner she is ulruost certain to win the pri.m at Princess 
Giarftjarcljo’s .forthcoming bridge tcnirnament,’ the writcr, 
conc l(ided. 

Mr|. Masaitlgham laid down the paper. 

‘ I f 5^|[^|knew. bc^re that pretty creature was so 
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rrmdainf, Edna.’ she observed. ’ And somelUlMM ,<Ion’t 
think she looks it.’ 

‘ No, mariima ? ’ 

Mrs. Massin^haTn took up h^k embroid'M', held her head 
back, and examined it. • .• ^ 

Of Course, she is very femme tin nwnde. Where is my 
ceedle ? ’ '' 

’' Isn’t it in your work ? ’ 

* ’ 

INO. 

‘ Periiaps'.t lias fallen nnd'T tic tidde.' 

' Uop t blither, littli- daiiylitei'.’ Mrs. .Massinyham nearly 
always spoke Italian ty Jedna. ' (')h, is it tlcrr Y ' 

‘ I can’t see it. nianuna. But w,.it a minute 1 ’ 

‘ Oh, here it is 1 I ha\ e fnimd it.’ 

‘ Where ? ’ 

‘ It was in my work all the tiute.' ! am se si.rry.’ 

Edna .-^at d'lwn ayain. 

I’ 

Of Course she is ffnime du ?mitide,' Mr.s; Massiiiyham 
resumed. ‘ But I diiii t kniov, I shnuldn't has'e th'ijjyht hi-r 
heart would be m that kind .if life. Do earn think she L 
quite happy, Isdii.a, darliny Y 

I can’t tell. B'tIi.'ijis I lu re are j»rit many in,,,,. 
people, mamma. ' But I think she has a yr,-p deal to niak'w 
her happy.’ 

‘ Yes ?■’ 

Eraiizi knew Theodoie throuyh .and inrouyn, anu ne said 
to me once that d fleodori.''liad a yoldrn nature.’ 

‘ What a curious ex[iression, hut I quite imdem'iand. 
I am sure EYancis was right.’ 

‘ lie was.’ 

‘ Then that pretty creature rtiust O'Yliynlv be V'‘-f.v-'’*iflpfiy. 
That is a comfort. OIU ’ 

‘ What Is it, mamma ? 

‘ This time my nerdlc really has gone' under the table. I 
am so sorry 1 Tliev slip a\\av so easily,’ 

‘ Ye,s, mamma.’ 

‘ Here it is I ’ 

I think I chose well for us, Edna. This loggia is very 
ttomfortable and healthy too,’ 

'M aip sure it must be.’ „ 



271 


THE FRUITFEL VJNE 

‘ H vi<-w ! Ni.'t tliiit 1 bother ver}-' mncli abou)^ 
that, fjf aftci^ll the Canipairna is monotonous. Still it is 
a line view, and^^‘ are f"rt*uiate to have it,’ 

‘ Yes;’ 

‘ Iris seems (n l<'\e niy |HMir little thi*ig ! I sang 

thr' “ Cfint.'U'a larogn '>1 ■ " to h' i' la^t night.’ 

‘ Was it that V 

‘ Yes. Yiiu^kte>\e if 1 m gins '• Fantava I’lisignolo staniattii^« 
cella yoein.a sua gAulit- !• lina." And \^le 41 I l^ad dole- Iris 
said, “ That i^ V(nir i X"nn:i !” \\'asn’t ll«it jir< tty of 

her, Edna?’ 

Thnx >fi-s. M g’Oiadiam w a M N'.'Sit to wliilc ,a\sav ihr- hrnirs 


Thnx >fi-s. M,i oi 

whii'li hrr d;i 1 e^lit Ml 


i la m w a M \'. Ml 11 to \vl I 
liait *l v if li Im r. 


liila fnsav lie- hriurs 


CMMuiiiMU' f"nd lli'iugli F<lna IfMizil \'.as of her mnthi-r, 
grate-ful for tie' varm aff- mI ion Mis. MasMingiiaTii imcnasinglv 
alrow'-d foevar<ls kor arekle r tlnldion, yot I liovowore moments, 
ami Hot a fio',-, \shMn llio^iaMl roso up as if conjiin'd a1me>st* 
malignly frotmout of llio ground Igv Mr-'f'.VIaMMingham, as by 
seim<.- s< i[<.'MrMMS. I'idna niood mg imrolv- th'- love of a 
Iftisband but tliM intM||(ct of a man in lisr m w lifo. Xk-ver 
bad i'yi Vmmmii a /•/<■//, m-\'Mr aspirMil r in cmusly to great 
culture, or iM.-Lrnima 'iit sin- li:i,| ipuMlly and fully ( utered 
inte) (-very sid'- of I’ram isX IiFm. sin- had*lH'i n aneuMtomod 
to talk over with hvn JeurMpMau affairs. SIk- had worked for 
liim, and alsvay-^-.iieers full',. Soun finios iiow, alien Mrs, 
MassinghainHalkod or rMad out parflgiMplis fi-'^m lie- Italic, 
Eelna would think*of lli< HijOcs of ^'ram-i ,.*and how often she 
had (,:t things right, vo-uld iliink vliat slm hael deme 
towards smi^itWyg the \',ay to Munieli, weuld think of their 
long •Y'ons'ersations Igv lie- lire in winka- when the efuldren 
tM> tied, ^Sh'^T;ne\^ uow that 'In- loveel the mind 
of a jnaiu'-’i^nd ijot meody tin- ni^nd of Francis, but the 
UJQSculiife ^mim.l for its own sake. Xes'cr had ’she fully 
realised tliis till*now when J-'raneis was deael. Like many 
other's she hael tei le,se in oreh r t'l kmsw. * She diel not say 
to ierself th#t the rna^euline- mine! was iine-r than the femi¬ 
nine, and that therefore she needed it ; she said to herself 
that'becjiuse* it w'as diffckrcnt fibm the feminine mind she 
needed if. H , 

Mj^. . Majsingham u^nconsciously drew her daughter’s 
attentid|HftLfthis need! And 50, presently, Edna grew to 
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value something in Sir Theodore which she i^t Jihought 
much of till riiov, the quality of his minder its o\\^i sake, 
and for its diffi renee fremi any i/i>man’s./ 

She hepan te see many tlrf’nps with^c; clear consciousness 
of seeing U'i'TU which hilli- iyo sh'' hail oycrlonked, or had 
.not truuhh d much ah(iut. .\s a i:in she Ic gaii to realise 
tile mcrit.<tl iinjii'rtanee nf ni.in iti tin- life fi niinine, as a 
miillwr to grasp the value of .a wortlu' and straight man 
in the hui|Jing h\es of rlnldren. (irii f, pi iliaps, made her 
sehish in ans i tain ri sp- I'l, i u’, if in >1 net i \ > he I hat, indiff'Tent. 
And \a-t the 0 inri'ct k m that w.as pn si ntly estahlishcd 
bctwicn P.ila//'! llpi'lcTini and Ih^ limw' in the 
Giuscpj)(‘ lt>n/i was n.atur.al rii'nTgh. It might uhnnst lie 
said that a d'sad man had il's is s,| || w h' n, nl his terrible 
hour, ho thought of Ins wifo'o and his oliihln n’s future. 

It eaiiio .about th.at Sir d’ho.C'loi-o'l,, ,j_,,,,, fp,-. pfg 

at Uraseal 1, and inoj-oly to 0x1 t i, 1 t ho b’ or nan life. 

Doloi'os did nofhing to hindor him. Sinee tlm doath of 
Ueuzil a f.at.alidio tondonew which poihaps slm had always 
poosiosod, had b. gun to do\s lop within lioia Piwhajes Edna 

Ih n/.il iniglil hav o attonuatod, or ( \ aai dost toyotl- it. If 

Palna eciild ha\a' takon l)o|oros warmly, into her 

Iwart and I Iw famil\' m st. ha\a' ol.uniod ]ior la lp ,uid syni- 
]iathy, havo uo (1 la r abo\ o .-dl, tli.al ! ■ all might, porhap.s, 
ha\c 1)0111 wo||. Doloio, nughi iia'. o f > • 1 \sitliin htrself 
a gouorosif . to onaltlo'dior to ooii,|uor le r 111 i-^t'iiro ji.alousy 
of the b.arroii woman dii'Cctod agramst tlm woman wtio rvas 
fruitful. It must have been h:ird to d<.. It migfti ha\’e 
been possible. 

Put the distaste of Edna for Dolores, bred liy Sir riico- 
dore’s sincere aetion, seiwed fi> (hapon^ho elo 1 1. zzo 
Burberini, widened the seiiaration lietw'en thisband and 
wife. 

Sir Tlicodore knmv nothing-of it. lie did not even sus¬ 
pect it. Du the conliary Iw thought that all the distaste 
w'as on Dolores’ side, lie judged people —e\ en women — 
by their actions, and the actions of Dolores during that 
Roman spring estalilishcci in him the belief that though 
she had been sincerely fond of Francis she could never have 
cared for Edna. He could not otjierwise for the 

apparent discrepancy betwyen h^rjpehaWouij tTancis 



THE FUlTTErL VfNE 


273 


was and her hclifu i'mr now that ho '\\ns (h ad/ 

No'\’o/\ad hi‘ Hcjlnros so gi\-(n ovi r t<i social iystrai'ti(sns 
as she ras inn\'^^Tr<_ haef h'^<n a aiiad deal hiirod, eN-i-n 
W'orricdiiSy Iwr > ti> finni a :-'irl of sdlun in the winl< i', 

but her lb' then Jiad Ti ' U i|ni^lT.din"^l peaei fnl, ei anpiarrd 
^vith her JriSiiiti life. Tie a.- wa-, li"\s,\',]a tli^ inije TtaiiV 
difference f*r him. I hat iimw Iw w.a . d' liint. Iv out r,f all his 
wife’s social l^ineT- ^''ll'I^■.as b. f.ui- li'‘ hail frit it liis duly 
to takt- a am,all],, p.ai’i in Ihrm. ilr u :ia*dri i^niinrd not 
to cotidriiin l^T ij-rs fur (*ihnlyiim'' i 11 1' ■ e;i|i 1 1 - s ahn< iI Iirfnre 
thr pravo' had laord lOrr i'laiiris'.s ei.llin. lint lir frit that 
hr n^aai, lia\' lirt hr rrldd. Iiro.r niitl^lC I" dll with lhr|n. 
Di'lorrs had hri^ filr.isiii'r^.* Hr ti.nl hi-- dnl\', ami that la\' 
at Frascati.* 

Veiy SMon he friiiT\ 1 ha^ hi . |>|rasui'i', a jile.asijrr hr had 
ner'rj till iiipht tii*lia\“', ^1',’ 11* rr tmi. 

The three ehildirn [iirnrd tr him 'Li/ the l)|r^sr,l sim- 
jilieity and e. .riliT ner ..f rxti'rmr yriilli. alni'ist ;js to a 
ni'eissar}'•^a \ni iiir. 'J'hr i)r,ilji rf her f.ithrr h.ad inad's little 
\ 1*1,1 ill. Her d.a/.ril and nnr'i iiiijn'rlirmlino lm'I' f of a ^■rry 
.sniidl »syd was e. |||| I ihr.'it . d Willi flledil. .Slir ei .ii li'.'el i.'d 
llie smld'ai d ira ] i[ m ;i r.a i ii> i.f I Irnzil with 11 i^k i n le, n finrrurs, 
sUeh .as dawn with such f.irihiv in a child's iniapin.atiMn, and 
c.ause .■:,Ueh unspr.ah.iblr drr.ad. Mill she had lirl tirrianr ill 
at once. It W'. t-^ifv' aflr]- the f.imiK' had lirrii fi'i' siaiie 
days at J’h'a osali th^il she sh'm.rd ^i||T\' the rff,b| that Iht 
father's dcall^ liarl nimlr npniijirr. Thin she avsis sick, 
feS'crislf; and had nain fnl Ills i d srrr.amin,p, rrprcialK' a t nipht. 
The ferau' and Urkii’-.s \s <rr ^i n.n baiiu I I'd h\- simple renin Ins, 
but it ^vas iw'idriil that \’vl.a \mis pininp. .She ti.id Imt all 
her alffrcitfs.', , h'*' pfi tt\' \'.avs, \',iinld imt respniid to 

Mpj. Mussinp^am's*!'. i.axinpr and srd^ieti\a- blandir^inirnts, 
canted alni'i^d: to a^i swer.ss, and marked lu' stianpr noddinps 
of the^head, st.artliiip riio\'rmi*nts, and a \ i^ieahnl.ir\’ <■11111- 
pused Tilmost solely of nonsense words, and Innird a cold 
.shoulAer even fii her mother’s < ndi'aeaiurs to chie.r her and 
hearten her. Only wdn.’n Sir Thi'o(‘|ore eanir ujion the sci’ne 
did she penjiit herself the inclulgence of a faint smile, a half- 
roguishj half-petulant movement wMeh rcieilled the Viola' 
whom ti^i^ ’''atched from behind the curtain one twilight 
evenjngi^ tipaetjibeteti just h«w he had felt that dav 
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' and one aftem(X)n, yielding to a sudden iripii' se irre¬ 

sistible tenderness, that ernl.iraeed a (h-ar 'man a' Veil as 
a living child, he nliuust rouglfly snateb 'd Viola ip in his 
amis, and^, forgdthiig tlie lost falhcjds iM-ardlcs', his own 
bearded face, he pr. sss'd Ifis^lips against littl creature’s 
/small moyth. And as he kiss' d her again aid again, he 
^sp'.'ke to her in his dsep b.ass voiis-. \Ndi.at he -aid he never 
knew. His Ivnart serni' d to eiy out ipdep ■ idently of his 
brain. Tif Mrs. M.assinghani, wlio leipp. iirs’ to enter with 
her card.s for jsiliener, .as he e.aifgld tin- rVid up, Vi ap- 
peari'd to be .almost entangk d in ins niousfielie and pointed 
beard, so tiny w.as \her faeo, ami so ch.s. y did he pi^C'SS it 
against his. Tlie gr.mdmoi hi i*' ' xpicfid.an outburst of 
shrieks. But vhen Vinia eni'Tgi d s'o was 'ilushed, and 
is'rinkled uji Ih t fac'' in a Miiile that swo .a’hnnst Iriuniphant ! 
And from tli.at nionnnt she^gi it Tieg st." Ib r spirits rose 
gently. Il'-r liH>e .arts and ininu'e co.]ui tries began to 
jieep out, like sno\sdrops d< f\ ing die kind‘'e.artli in spring. 
Ib r f( sars d'-ere;isi (l and rmally mille d. 

Mrs. M.assingh,am summed uj' Ih'- \^ho|e ma wdrds 

not with' lut wisd' im. 

‘The faet is’ slie said, as slie'^al down to lay out ner 
cards, ‘it is as I alwa\s suspeeteil, laln.a. Vi doesn’t rare 
for women.’ 

Mariann.a came in. and ^d iwis relutiu.ath' parted from 
Sir Th'ji 1(1'If''. ,\s slie p as Iji'i'iie awa\' sIc' lei'ik' d back and 

cried out to him : ^ 

‘ I want s y lu eve'y day ! 

And in her high little ■Viiii;e tliere was a Souina oi luiieiecru, 
desire, and a s<aund of liiipe, p' ll^'yis .also an arbitrar/' sound. 

Sir Theculore carne up t'l t*li'' t\sci \',rm(/io . U-^-UrTf^ht eyes 
were shining. 

‘ We sh.all Si loll h.ave' ii'a v> en a^tuii, , 1.''.allb. 

‘ You ! ’ saiij Edna. 

‘ She doesn’t eat'- for women.’ ri-jumted Mrs. Ma.ssmgham, 
laying the cards in l an ful rows and ]iursin]> her hpsi wdiile 
her forehead shiswed sjaddenly the exaggerated wTinkles 
peculiar to ardent patience players. ‘ She citn’t *help it. 
** I have knowTi even babies in arms that could distinguish 
b«tw©en — no, I shouldn’t done JM' wait a 

moment 1 ’ 
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Sh<>^f iijt^ilence, knitting her brows, and rapidly open¬ 
ing ana»!^ul:tirij^iT lurge yi'lliov-br<j\vn e}'es. 

As SirVriieodijrv was g"^ig away that aftt'rno*>n Edna 
Denzil wept with lint,-' as far as\f;he tsiiMesa. Tin; big motor 
was waiting for him dtitln; li>[> *if»Jhi; steps near the publi(.’ 
garden. ; ^ 

‘ Theeahsre, slw said -and she spnke us if \fith some 
dilfieulty, hx)k.i^ d<iwn—‘ Vi is iiicli;ii;d tn make slar'es of 

people,’, 

‘ Vi I R i<lieyions ! ’ ho,(-xelainied. ' 'that mitt*!’ 

‘A mite ean hh\o a eoiiifiaet lillh; \Nill. Sh'; has. tyiiat 
I wanted to*sa}- t^,oiia|| j, ili.p \\r, :i.-. ,i family, must not tr\' 
to maR:e a slave t>f ^ hi. ! I just tl^oiiaht of that wdnai 

Vi Called out to Soil, (iiiof inak' > pet.ph;-’ 

ltdna, 1 ask yo 4 i i,,it to -[I'-ak liko that ! ’ Sir Theodore 

interrupted. ' IVaiieis a>l*l«md( rst .1 eaeh oilier. We 

talked’the- till' matter o\ ( r*lhat day h'- toM me wduit he 
had to ju'epare fjir. I told him how it ■vr^dii be. D<.> Vou 
wish it to I)( (.1 herwTse ? 

' is’o. Ih.iw eoiild I? llut’still-’ She sjioke almost 

with a soi’t (tf ol ist iuae\'. ‘ \\ <• ii mst uof mak'- a slave < >l yisu. 
Women uiTfl elulilrori are a^it to cling and be tiiesomet ^Ve 
all Vnow that.' 

For a momeiit In; lo^iked at le v almost sfra'iilv. Then his 
face cha’ngcd, ITc J^'el lic.-n a diplomat, and krn.\\ when it 
was svise to tak* things lightha 

'You are quite rigid. I will di fi tid ni\'sflf as best as I 
can,’ he ,.an.sw'Aed. 'But I’m a^raid»of \'i, and I don’t 
believe I can jikiH^wiysidf together enough to disobe\' her. 
However, we .shall see.’ 

That.^i/J-qunijonm/ he .Ir^ws- d.*wn into tlc' t’ampagna, he 
recalled everVof^hat twilight afyunoem with Francis, 
when, their • talk had been intemipted bv the chirdren’s 
return, and Ke liad liiiMi n him-^If arid watched Viola with 
her fatllpr. And fe>r a niornent he f(dt as if* his action in 
snatching up tl'i* little' one and kissing her into hope and 
forgetfulness had in it something terrible, something trait- 
rous. He rr^merubered how,.when .the lud her face against 
her father’s shoulder, a knife had seeiged to be drie’cn into 
him, and how, at that moment in thought he had been 
unfaithfi:^ 
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And that now, in so short a time, Viola ^ild to 
turn to him ! There was somctliinj^; too dV^tio* loo fright¬ 
ful, in tht* pi rpotual transfornia''ioiis of lif^-. The^ were tuo 
merciless, t(.io unprepared. Ut was a.s ''it they .vere sdten 
deliberately designed to (yp.di the souls of men 'o the dnst, 
/Sr to wriny from the hearts of \vomen tfi^at n ost frightful 
of protest*, the era’ in \vhieh with despair a shirp rage, that 
"is almost animal, is mingled. 

The riKs'or paused .a gi.aiit cypi'ess ‘tree \shieh stands 
sentinel en the right of the road ,as one aleseemis from 
Fr.auisiti, and Sir Tla odora h.id .an odd thoagfil, ' The safety 
Lif that old tris; coiiipai’ed uitli mino ! ’ And li.e tis.es llei,! 
away e)n (Hher sidc'M.aeka.ards an the g.atliering dush', and 
the t’amp.agna, N.iau's full of faint narl'.nes.-es, with its 
piecnhar atniop)liere of dienitw and ot romanee with n hint 
of old sa\ ageiy, gave Os. If to, ' lid i )o| of I'ki; a pis y. 

Are]»ort like a jiistol x|i. ,t isn.goiil. I’nl ist li,-eh.anffeur, 
applied the lir.ik' , and wi'inld'd up lio faec into an ex- 
psressioir of r'oign, ,1 e(,nt( nipl that wad h.ilf [ihilosopliiis, 
but only h.alf. And instanth tlw ('anipagna was ehaiigod. 
No longer a ]sre\' it had l.iconie a hug", and almost threaten¬ 
ing pouer. desolati' and mV'A (aao^x, \Mtli Ih- hailVand bar¬ 
baric Sabine Moiinl ains planted hla | ]■, „ .ps along its fri mtT rr. 

Sir d'heodore threw off his coat, op, n. d the door and got 
out. Pie tro hat, (1 to be helped by le^gjiasler in anything 
conne('te<l with tie n. ,tor. So Sir Tl i, "d, a, ■ .aiil : 

‘I'll wsalk oh, Pii tio. When \,iube limdied vasu can 
catch me up ! 

' Sissigie ire ! 

Still with the half-(s ,nt, nipt iioiis expression on his face 
Pietrei lent down to g, t ii^d hfs'tiiols. Aiii^^^sn^J^eodisre 
walkeil on shiwly tow.ards dislant Konna ''fts ■ es'ening was 
falling,'bringing its gift of deheate romance to \’.'atch-t;ower 
and to farm, to puns and ilex tree, fo', \, ry fragment of 
ancient rnin, to all things that moved slowly in the vj,istncss, 
to every sound that lloat< d ov, r it. d'hevwind was* light, 
fresh, but not aetually e,ild. Sir Theodore [>ut up his hand.' 
Yes, surely it came fronfOstia yml the se.a. 

Behind him lights began to gleam here and there in 
Frascati. No doubt a lamp shone over Mrs, Massingharn’s 
rows of cards, illuminating her Kiistakes. Wimt waf; little 
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11 I ii M 1(1 Sif The( )d( ire 
llhi-c ah.llM li to* 
' I (■'(f’lTi (S^vith a bit 
'• il( ';j; l)arlv*iia,' at the 
l''ar I iff I hiT'* was 
'f ''■h' 'll all' 1 Jailil I . baaiiiL,a 


And ivhal Idliia ? IIo\v extraordinary^ 
. eoniina of niuht makes ever}' twenty-four 

hours in fhe life a\d f( (:Jing‘»<if nian ! ' * 

In the destanee lU^veen liim And Rome SL Theodore heard 
the |)ealiDg of htH'^ fi'TN;. A ImAhI*.! w iih' eart wa< a|i]iroaeli- 
ing. Soon eaj||ic up ;,u,i pa.s, ,1. 'I’Jie lug nvile held it\ 

head ]^J^V4 T-ad'1’ a si [ 11 ). d 1'liu ■ and r- ’’ .. 

diseirned the t^ini|i.d f'.rm of the ear 
sleep. Just beliii„f I he h'M',|, ,,|| a ban 
of saeking, sat^a wo',||\- Iswun aii.l In 

Camiiagna. The 1 „.|K ,||e,| 

the si.iund <ff a destaiil s|i' 't, I h' li > 1 

find inelan.'holy.^n'iiyh ern'i of l|,.ar dwph.a-.b. bliyhl , of 
birdw some *ueihy ,,r thirty t-ylher, e(M,e,l llir.iimh the 
sky mo\iny t'.waril. Albaii" aial R.ieea di I’ap ,. The liuy- 
ricks haikM hke J..I b|a'> T,"tnr''s, sU"l|e,, |,, uiinaliir'al 
M7.e. The solitary touers llial rise I,, r.' and Iher.^ m the 
solitude, narrow-.and almost fearfullr- al-ifT ^er.' |"u'iig th- ir 
aspect of ^^'hdil w and o s,mbl. d straiyht e'.lnmiie 'd dark 
sm*ke melting gradually aiid*alM,ut to be digi'Ts,;.! in the 
immeiisit\' , ,f night. 

As Sir '?1ie.Mh,r'' \\alk. l*on lielw^.a, I ti.' linge si refThes of 
g^»^-eo\a I,.,l Hal land hleh lay to h ft awl right of I he 
road he^was glail thal,a lyre had buint. lJut fer llial Nature 
Would not ha\-e biv», 4,Ki to draw m ar to him with le r hands 

full isf eonsol.u'vm. mvstisrioudv, and ?ilnio^t in ... 

hu' reason, laying his* b ars 1., rest t.^ikmg hmi b-yond I hem 
for H nmi lent, luealhmg ml', his soul Iff r p. ly Inal m.o^age, 
As I am bey I; 1. ars so si rail eae'li man, eaeh woman be 
at last-mind lor evm.’ 

lb"- Jj^k' lf^so^ild jii s|oU in ai'eom|.lishmg his task, 

lie Jiad ,1 ,,ul 11 ^ the Campagna alone 

at nightfall.' ^ Jb' haiUiot kimwii ils balm for tin spii-ft. 

A shepherd {lassed wii}, his .Hoeh mid his big dog. He 
was wlisthng. And his little tune came gariy fnim under 
the bilm of his'^brokeii black hat. whieh wa.'pulled down 
bver his eyes. He turned and stared aft. r Sir Theodore, 
but he rlid not etuise from whistling* Ri.yond Sir Theodore 
now stre^hed a lonely road. For u litHe w liile, as he walked 
along it,’ he heard sounds faint and esj.uiced ; a call t ha t 
stemed ^0 from, some f<^rtrcs% in the Sabines and that 
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' died in the shifting grasses; the whinney oU^'a|hcivC^'and 
those faint noises of evening in solitary plvOejs \Yliicfl, as it 
were, at the same time are, and are not,' which seem to be 
known by the spirit rather ihan to bt fieard b} the ears ; 
then the silence seemed him to bV' coipplete, and in its 
/eomjiletenees tremendous ai'id beautiful—l(1kc' tlie Ludus'isi 
Giutioiie. 

He did not know wliether he hu<l walked on for a long 
or a she>rt iime, when lie saw (.m tlie left side of the road a 
dark and'motionless object. It waa short, '^’’or a moment 
he tl: jught it must be a stone post. Then he- saw it was a 
man. The man did^ not mo\i‘ .as he approaeln d. There 
were no sheep about him. No dog moved near him. And 
his attitude and immobility \\ere so strange that on reaching 
him Sir Theddiue in\ohmtarilv stojiped;' h\en as he did 
. so h,c saw that this man was'Giosue Pue;‘i. rappee) in a 
dark blue cloak, with a si.dt and \ er\ old blown hat crushed 
down ypon his line le ad, and a sleiul staff m his hand, he 
waa ga'/.ing with his l•hlld-llke blue e\s , into lie night, and 
perhaps hearing strange \'iiwe. from lie pa,st ; from the lirtle 
farm of Horae<' near Ti\'oli, from Cicero’s villa on^the height 
of Tuseulurn, fn an Hadrian's wn' h-rful d\velhng at dibur, 
from the Lamian Gardens, or the sea-liouse of Nero b\'”Trie 
waters of Antiiim. 

‘ Signor Paeei ! ’ said Sir d'lieodore. 

Paeei quii'tly lookial at him, iswogi m and smiled. 

\Vh' n he smiled the evli'ole of him wa_s kind, almost tender, 
but the whole of him seemed to r< in.ain a little rein Te ; not 
bevause of his inl' ntion, but In cause lu (s'iuKi not help its 
being so. He w;us ee'idently not.st all surprised by SiV Theo¬ 
dore's ;i|'ipearariee. \\ h\' slioiihl not an';,^.'^^iiU<»^,ian be 
faring alone in the Cumpagna while nigbl was drawing cn ? 

‘ Busuia sera!' be miirmnied, still gently ,snMling, and 
looking \i;iy straight into Si, 'I’lieodorc's face. 

He stejijied down into the road, quietly joined Sir Theo¬ 
dore, and walked shovlv but firmly along beside him. ' If he 
had been let alone lie \s'ouId jirobably have continued thus 
till their feet trod the pavements of Ivoine without littering 
a word. But Sir Theodore, like many others, loved to hear 
Pacci talk, and to find him alone in the Campagna was a 
ebaoCe to be valued, Pacci ^\mtcd the Caippagaa, but 
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alwa\%wejit I'atn it, and naarly ahvavs came out of it alone.# 
He wa^ absoIutrTy indifferent tei c<‘inipanv, though^hc always 
seemed perfeetl}' at hena' wfam la \\as in it. 

‘ Do you kriiaw that araial .^d fi ll.iw (d’a cypress on the 
left ed the risud g'jng lY]) tn hra^eWi ? ' .said Sir ddiciid'afe. 

' Si—si ! ’ said|]*aeei. 

The COnvi'Tsal iiin was (sarried nn in llalian. 

* As I came itnwn tla^ hill just laov I e nhail T wtTc he.’ 

‘ Frotn love of him, or f'ar of ys>ur.self.* iiaji^ired Pacci 
mildly. • 

‘ I ‘m afraid it was tla' latl. r.' 

' M^ist Europf alls v h'l I'lally filing' aro full of fears. 
People liva in Ih^' jin s' iit, itnd I la' jiresi nt has tla.' ti riifeung 
(jnality of afl aetnahly. d'ha iiiysMes ao- t ss eowardlv lie- 
eaiise th'.'V (hvi'll *ln 1h ^iluri' ^^llh (umI, or pirhajis %sith 
Mad'anna, or v ith 7. .me klndh*.saint d< < piv al I ai'la d t' i tja ni 
as they might Ix' attai'hod Pi a gni.d si rvmit. Antiijuarians 
live chi'tly in *tht jia-^l, and tla again put asiih' fears 
uiK'' ins'.'ii i'*sly.’ 

* Ifa\’(' yi ill evi'T fi It afraid, aura Pai'i:'i ? ’ saii.l Sir Thriadiare. 

Paei.'i ',^is silent for a lit Ik' \\hil''. 

'The thinah rl H'll s w;^ im'I fall up'iii ya- at fir'i'Sent. 
FfiTgnr ,uid Suninianus will ht ua' do a little more work,’ 
h'^ iibv're'ed at hni?tli, jilia alh'. ' I ha\<' plant'd many 
flowers Vii.'t wi'i'u s > summits id tla ( a j u ti 'lira' Hill. ’ 

‘ What stoo?), ehi'ji.' ? S'liia' jilai'i' Tif ] usipitiifl ion ? ’ 

‘The .sanctuary i.d him whi.^cam'' from the loins of 
.Jupiter, •A'l'diovis.’ 

‘ To be sur'v ^1' e\ il .Tupiti'p.’ 

‘ Th'H' T disl allVhavi' tja ir Ihawirs, just as the active 
4 nua^ havT' tlair monument, clear of 
su(*h nibbFh id P»la7,/,i' Vi la/,ia as*ean b'.' quieklv carted 
aw;Au’ 

' "Wquld you la'it be .glad if*Vedio\'is overwhelmed them 
with jfle of his storms ? 

‘ But if the efV ains should be flooih il ! ’ said Pacci. ‘ W’ho 
couJd ajttend to that, wdien tin v will soon hi' bi aulifully busy 
joining tog|ther the threi* pdlaces on the Capit'.il, as a disease 
might my fingers with membrain? ? ’ 

He HpW tip his broad hand. 

‘ We^ muaft ' not ask toc^ muoh even of the gods of 
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irusfortune, • hu murmured, nnd in hi$ was 

just a hjiit of the gfentlest, most innocent sai^ire.* 

‘ How you mii^t hatr ni'nlrrii lv"ine !,’ said Sir Theodore. 
‘Rut-III) - I ixiii r-t ymi s'.’ldi)in siaj it. You live in the 
jjtliinrts }'')ii e.'iri' fur, and ViTy few nn'ti ih^-that. Would you 
■t)i lii \'e it 1 tiild }'iiu that this is thi- iirsli tiriis- I have e\'er 
walked in the C'ani|iayMa al infill fall ? 1 ha\'e walked in the 

Coi'M 1 a hundivil t inn s.’ 

Pai'ei stn]if). (1, IJi' luriii'd tiiwards thr liidflen jslace of 
thi' sea. 'I'hi' lir<'i'/i' hail eri'Wii a litth' atronyi i'. Sir Theo- 
di'Tiv turn' d with him, and it tih \\ din rlh' into thi ir faces, 
cominy ovar Ih'- yr'aay ['lain \\hieh nnlliM away into the 
dll'.Is. 

\<;s.’ Paeei said. ‘ P I'liiiii s from the si a. If we were 
in this (.'oisM if Would eoui'- fromyh'- nioiiuiiH nt.’ 

He opi in'd his nioiilh wnfo. ai'd stood thus for two or 


thrs-e minuti'S lus^athiny in d' i'[il\'. 

‘()iy should \Miik ssh' i's ihi' \sind <sat‘ ci'itiie to one from 
till- sea as oftiai as Oo.sililry h'‘ iSiuluiuid at hrd, walking 
slM;\ly Lin .Tyain. ".Nfitni'c is nol IiIh- h rii'dl-rn woman. 
.She requires to lii' eiieouray d. II is ui.t alvNav^- she who 
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‘'The imp'iaou^ Iliad i.f lainy yrat'ful to solid' one, as 
Kant says.' 

Idftiuy his hand Iw (|U''l' il ins an ahfost sinyiny saaice : 

‘ (Ilisi'Tse a mail wh< ii his s|iuil‘is V n 'st i ffU moral 

instinets. In the mield of a lieauliful sei iic of rurture,''in¬ 
vaded by a full, tint calm sense of wa ll, b'. inyn, there if^i/es 
him an impi rmus nei d to be ih.uikfnl to sonii- one.’ 

He pausi.'d, then in a mulll'd \aiiee he added ; ' 

‘ And the Campnyna is Nature's most beautiful scene, and,^ 
pccipled, thank God, only with memories.’ 

‘ Some of them scarcely ealm'nnd beautiful though ! ’ said 
Sir Theodore, with a *touch of irony, wishing to Ouse his 
companion up. 

1 But paoci did not geeurto h^ar^him. 
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Hadrian, Cicero-’ he nnimiured. 

‘ And Ncfo ’ «iit<Tjrcte(l Sir Tlcedure. 

Pacoi looked r'liunl at hii* ratle i' diar|il\'. 

‘I always ednii'i'l tie (liMiir^it of Ni in ^vitli heautv and 
with eahii,’ he ' I d',^ ii' id tn yi t*i .Vn/id tii 

forgiee.' Idri] for ht^*iiii^lak< s and Ills i n.W'hsTeeer XiTi* 
is kiidwn td ha/( h\id die. and \dii will dis('«\asr .sdue' 
yh.iridiis Gn.ek dip. I'lii lai't |.i'd\. ~, ilmt in tlw snul of 
NeriI exjst'al a ]m' rsi*^I riit |d\a■ ,,1 1 n ant \' and »in11il^nI 

‘I think thd ai'tdd\d ijf a. man is i.fliii a [i:is>iiin (juite 
ajiart from tin- rest df hn n.aliiri said Sir 'I'h' i 'd' 'iis. '^,\nd 

Ildt exprc.sshas i.f,if III Cl s ,a I 11\-.' 

In fhd distanec diit i.f <tFi' ya 11 e l iilarl.iM ss ri's,; the 
loud and Idi'^i- ei'y df :-,i.me sle | .hi-rd. Jl si.iilid'd at tlie 
same tiniw \aTy li^nc and \a ry sad, hul w. inddrfnIK' ri al 
and \dtal; *m' v ita IJlial S^'T lnii nil as ‘ fi 1 1 ;i s if 11 I ' 1 11 n yi d liini 
Hhrujdly 11]) tri till- iiick in Intmanily, is.arsi', ji- rliaps l.nai^id, 
lint tiriiyliny with thd alniicf tiarildd nitij^t i.f Jifd. 

‘ Men ai'i' ni}wti rfds and shdiild lint jinlyi . adli dl hdf,’ said 
Pa«'i, tiirnina' his head sl'a\lt' m tlii- dirictidu df tlm erv. 

■ M’hat an dniyina was in tlial slid|dii is|\ (sdl ! And yt that 
shepherd i^ily dddnd td i^xjasc^ sshal \mis in him .-it that 
rmaTTr-nt, and Iriid tn dd s.i with nal.'d sirflj ilinl \. Only 
he couh.l iidt lid|{) l^diny m\cti ridin. Ivdini- eaini; fisaa 
shc^ahercls. Imt ndt^y^dii Ihan'- i \ rr was ahli* In cxpri.-ss 
what slapln rd * IS a lly weiss And ndt»e\s n lie nii'nnineiit 
will he ahld td dXprdsN all that I In' m*iddrn ltdman is.' 

Sir Thcdddis* Cdiild Ildt lii'lp itiilili;# al I’ais'i'i lad srii- 
tencm in whiidt^ iW>'d ayain a fainl and siihlld iis.ny ylidnd. 

' TdlGnie tin; truth, Pais'i,' In said. ‘ 1 hi .ir Jlayi nhi i'k 
has undvppi'sdii ti^^npplya ni,s*yniliddnl edllrdti,,n of wiM 
bem^ts td^ Pdine vwdn nu rd i , a pladi J,,r | hdm in tin- Villa 
Bdryhese. •WdiiMii't ydii lila- tn In allnwi d tu feed thdin 
with—shall de say eertain hiiin^n mysti.rids v 

Pacei^oi iked niddit ativc. 

‘ Ar(fyou inal-nriy u mental selictidn, Paeei ? ' Sir Tlnsidure 
fnquircd, at len.yth. 

‘ No, no t I twn u great hwer of nnimals,' murmured the 
historian— * 

At tlrf moment the purr of the motisr sounded behind 
therm ar^ Pietro came up at top^ speed. Regretfully Sir 
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^ Theodore opened the door, and, to his surprise^^I'acci 
immediately stepped in, sat down, and went on -alking. 

‘ No, no ! And specially nob in the Villa Borgliese ! ’ 

Sir TlitMdore shut the (_}oor. and Pi- trei started. The 
strong lights <>f the niot<g’ ilhnnined.the wliite and deserted 
V'oad, and emphasised tlc' darkness of thy great spaces on 
^ either hand. " All that is done should be deuie in the suitable 
place,’ went on Pai'ei. ‘ (tlhorwisi/ ugl\' eon'usiou arises.’ 

‘You are thdikiiig that the (''ibos.ijia-?’ Sir TheO* 

dore bcg.wi. , 

Byt Paeci intemnstc d him l)y saying ; 

‘ Is there a wav of stepping it ? 

‘ Do you mean thd motor ? ’ 

‘ Yes. Can you stop it ? 

‘ Of Course. Do you \si''h me to ? ’ 

‘ Per piaeere ! ’ , ' 

.Sir Tlieodoie eoiiimunieated aith Piegro, \^llo applied the 
brakes. Paeci ojt . ^ed | li,^ door on hi^ sid< , g. .t out and shut 
it with a snap. lie then got up u|iori the eO p, and prepared 
to re.^ume tier eomsrrsatieii, noMing to tlie do.u with bath 
his hands and har ing his stuff tneked under liis I. ft arm. 

‘ You remember (he kneeling ayge] that I.eonauio painted 

in rroeehio’s' " Ikiptism ■ d- 

At this point l*ietro. nmler tier im|m -simi that his jiad- 
rone’s m\ steri<)us aei|uaintan('e of I h w.t '' impaena ha<] IxCrn 
shed into the daikr.ess, .m nt the motor on at a rapid 
pace. 

‘ “ Of Christ ? ” ’ s .id I'aeei, thruslmg oie; hand into the 
motor to make sun.- of .Sir ddesKhm 's atteh.i<a, and holding 
fast to tin- door with tlie other. ' Tha' angel stopfn cl Ver- 
roeehio’.s liriish. Now I —' 

‘Let me sto]> the motor, and ttieii- f 

In ' _ ) ' 

But Paeci onlv held more lirmly to .Sir Theixlore’s .arm, 
and, leaning well forward, I' .ntiriued < arm stly : 

‘The World is said to adrmnce. I don't say it da'‘S—but 
it certainly Irars'Is. I suppose tin- period* for using wild 
animals ifi tlie way you suggest is one from rshich we have' 
tras'elled away. But if a Leonardo could cai:^\-e another 

angel on a certaiy building and sto|r-’ 

The motor sprang across an inequality in the ro^d, and 
the historian executed w'hat looked like some strange, and 
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peilf^lp.s svmbnlif dance. Sir Theodore broke away de-/ 
cisively jirld shofitcd to Pietre>, who |iulli d up witl^a jork. 

Pncci ininualiatrly y^t d'bvn int'i llio road. said. ‘ Put 
have no Leonardo!’ ui:ide h%^Iow ^ture witli liis han 
and disappearc(i juIoxUh ^lyjujr T,vith F firm an 

composed tri*-ud.| I’ietro turned round, his largoeyes rolling 
rsitli inquire, to ask \\li.i1 w.as ^^ant( d. * 

‘ Ma ('omc ^Viuecn/ q?// qvr.sto sii^uoir? ’ he blurted out. 




I 


‘‘A onsa ! A cu.s* ' s.dd Sii- d'le ; h], ii-c, 

He leaned l^iek in thomotor and blcsssai PacciT 


('iinpTr:i; xx 

» 

‘ PRinisr, has (sue saiprcnio inrril, l( lalt^s jjossession of the 
iniiud. Wjiilf ojin i. jikayiny one is nbsoilw ,| and i.'.'in think 

fif ^irkhing else.’ 

PrinC'-^s Mane(dli had yiN' M Didoos a re<'ipe for forget¬ 
fulness one afternoisn in -Ue Pal.M/,/,o T’rbmo. Dcslitres re- 
mffTTbered tin- e'.ords in lhal Pornati qaing, and sIk' found 
there was ti'iith in the*n. W inn sh" was hatipy she had cared 
ve^' little ftsr brk^^* ii*l hough shr- had played soinetimes to 
make up a fortr, and lecause ewery i ]>la\'ed.* Now she 
plaved in or<h'r to ofiljiin short jieriiH]> of forgetfulness, and 
slie earns, to tTiink of liridgr' not as a frastirne but as a nar¬ 
cotic, are 1 to (^ITfor it as a wonianpn jrhysieal pain might 
care fof morphia. And asjier love for the game grew her 
skill as a p.l^yer j^iri^v ivcreasiTI, 

SJie r^as now Ti\gig chiellv in a wyrld in whi'di the un- 
esscrktial tilings of |,fp are gi\en wust imjHu-tance, in \rhicli 
‘ crazes ’ take the place of t.tstes. fashions suffocate in¬ 
dividual desires, and freedom is a thing unknoevn, perhaps 
scarcely drenmrfl of. And she was trying to trick herself in 
*regard to this world. Taken lightly it had its charm and 
its valu5. But Dolores was not in a condition to take any¬ 
thing li^rtnn She caught at a fcatber and tried, by her 
obstina^ of imagination, to turn it into a bar of iron. She 
wa^Htkej a child that, holding in its hand a pebble, shut* 
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- its eyes, clenches its teeth, and resolves that the nebK^ shall 
beceiiiii' a Jliece of inunev. 

j| In her secri-t iniserv' she was' gis i dy, and she desireel to 
seize every!hiiLy the' esnrld eeliieh slic was cliii/jinr' cniild 
|^^'i\'e. As Wi ll as its fi*| 1 1 '.',ilus sidi ’ i( liad an a|i|)arently 
seriiius self. It riiit ntile’ danei'd. sl^ati il, lincil, ata I pi ayed 

bridiZ's It a Is. I li si eiii d I " nnisi.-, disems. .1 |i( .lit ies, dalibled 
in ri liyii’iis, and pr. iti'innei il piilyni. iil niV literature and 
art. ()nlv in liridy a hnwiwi i-, di,] |).,|mivs llnd now and 
then fora tinir almost eiimjil'li' fory. tfulm . s. She played 
neatly I'very aftiTiioi.n as w.-ll as im most eveiiinys. Ihit 
on Sunday niylils sh.' n iialh' w. nl f.. tho imuse of a eertain 
Mrs. Flilridy . \'.liii pavr jiarlii s whieli wi ti- not milv smart, 
but wi'i'i' sujipo'i (1 to bo also i III poll ant 1\' brilliant. 

Mrs. Fldi'idpi was Mio \M(lo\v of a ss iy neb Englishman, 
and she had the ripiilation in i;.iiiii' of liiinp extremi.ly 
clever. She was midi llo-ay. d, s. If-I )l iNM 'S wl '( 1, and apjiar- 
cntly aetira -miiiil'i'd, lli.iiiyli ri .all\' m'ideili-Icsided. Her 
special pift was to put siibj.els on tin esnp. t and hsive them 
there to br- sv.iiTied by la r iii|i It etiial yin sts, \sliih‘ sh's'and 
the ym sls who we re mA inb ll. el iial mt round .ynd assisted 
at till' iii'i'la'.,. If any unwarv ■^M ison incautiously tested 
lirT by atb iiipliny to go jirofoimdly into the diseiissioii of a 
dillieiilt subji I'l dll' was oiil of III r d ptli at miee. , Xever- 
thr'hsss tliroiiyli all IJoiiian soon f\' sIT^ Msp.iken of as a 
\-ery elew-r woman, and i1 was eonsn l.i'i d '' t he thing' to 
np]ir'ar at hr-r Sumlays, , sh'- hail ehos. n .Siindar niyht for 
her series of I'. ei plions bi e.iuso slm eonsid<Ted' that the 
serious inielli el iialil y at w liieli dll' amiei'i was specially 
suited to a .lay that was a lidlo ap, 't from other davs. 
Komo did not botlnT about sii, h a s>PdJ'' i*i-lle as that. 
Mrs. V'.ldridyi-'s wealth and d'li'rmii.ation had captured 
it, and it ga\'e her a sort of s|)i eial melie in its gallfrv of 
hostessi's. 

One Sunday niyht Dolores came rather late intei Mrs. Eld- 
ridgc’.s carefully ih corated house which was in the Piazza 
dcir Indipcndenza. Wonderful copies of farnou.s Italian 
paintings hung upon the walls, most of their made by a 
Florentine painter whom Mrs. Eldridge had clii^yovered a 
great many years ago. There were also a few genirine old 
religiously separate^ ^om the rest js^ud. garVuUy 
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lighfW^ up. The cuh 'Urs of carpets ami hangings were siilj- 
duei. 1 , au^teri', Irut \a.Ty (h li'Mt'.', verv" hfii'rmjiii<ms. 

Thr few japextrics \\ ( I'r adAiiralT', the fx-w brcm/.es elax'^ 
Cully sinipha chix'.ieally ealni.^ <*11 llm Sti'iriuas’ Enmip 
piano nuthing '.vas^i \a i%pip <■ V(*|<^ini■ m. Tlier* smti. no* 
teio inaryv .Sofa cn^iiMiis, i!■ il f "o ma11p, a\'i;r.s, m) many 
bibelots, not ('\'cn t'’o mans' xma'anlx. 

Mrs, Eldrii In'' 11- ■ \^■a ^ an i ■>:, | n | _ 11, • a ml i aats', and sht 

had lieen ‘ helpi d \\illi In a Inaiar ’ li\'xi,||ic ,,iie wRo kmw a 
great deal inoii^ than she did. 

‘True bceiuly ix found in eei im lUis\\a . a faxamriti* re¬ 
mark of herx, 'dloii’t mistake me! ^).m't think 1 mean 
ecomuay of mone\'! ' Amf ttien xPr w.iuld cianje oi- In r 
rather large f^atinss mPi an ex|)rex idii , d palunt noliilits-, 
as of one wlm had tft eiidnre^i gd.id (h a I m[ nnxnndxrxtanding 

at the hands nf a *\\erld'linaitle to rise to the heiahtx»on 

* 0 

which she iixnalh' stepp<'d. 

Despite her au’^tetils'. Iiowin'i.r. Mm. bli^t^idge ss'ax cvceed- 
ingdy fond vf ' naniex ’ ami xigail ]m ep], . and xhe Ii\'ial up 
to ITer wateli\\su'd when it name Id cl:eaL'liIe a I’lief (u' an 
art 1 st. a fai\n mix |ec| i ii'er, dp a man Io re c I h' r |e\s cp,. im'eu 

Upon the lleiulltx she kcpi imlllietlhal W a , W d p] i 11 S'-\\-1 x. 

am hiTTid (T'sfoi-d Jliat ill .'III <‘\i'l <;[i(d‘ \sliiiy' ;i|| is xaiilt'N' if is 

"'■vrll t*) 1H‘ al'll• f 1 ' 1 *1 ,11 fi. 

• * 

-Vs Doharips cairn- fn Tlie |ax| bar of a^xlpuig ipiarfcl xiib- 
sieh'd, ajipareiillT' dn Ua hading iicl.^ .and p^dph’in gan P» 
iTiove atipint, t" bpeal. np iiitd gi'^mpc and Id ■-ae' things 
fthot they‘depcI Uduld be Ihdiighl bpiiriant and piloted, or 
j^bc thought (h'^i'^imL imslil.iOd e\iir. 'I'ln fiMU' pla\'ers 
‘disajippaifed. Mm. l^dridge ,im '. er hail Ion miieli string 
'music. Eco[.iomy_,l/, l’^'oi,»iuiy ! 'J'hi jaded palat's can 
'savour iioihiiig. 

In tic dibtHjye Dijofi.s saw l.aily .Sarah bb s bemhiig her 

characteristic head iow.ards an 1n\isilpe t’dlser. She .also 
. • * 
sa-w pTiiffess Mancelli, Ikmei. Mr. \'paTall. Mm. 'J'ooms, 

Count llocoara, Iffincess Carelli, and manv ol In rs whom she 

knew, . .She was rather siiipirised to^see Lady Sarah, who 

verj" seldhm wen): to large j’larties. But slie kmwv that 

Mrs. Eld^ ^ was an old Rcquainlantm of Lady Sarah’s 

iamily,_yfpd was sometimes ver>^ determined in her invi- 
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Mrs. Eldridu'i-, n\ a rernarka}>]'- go^Ti of br<>\\Ti velv'ac mth 
bronzo li;,'hts m it, canir rather invetorii up* auJ yucoted 
^oli>res \silli a oar< ful iiriilatiaa of the Moiina Lisa smile. 

‘ Vou le ard the last iieti, ? ’ she asked, in a soft C'jiitralto 

\diee. 

' ^'es. I am ;Lfrai<l I ’m \a ry lati-.’ | 

■'idle e.ur has to sii|ijil\' Mi' lay-iiot.. dda' coni}nsser, 
Moii-^ieiir Martin, de■^|yIM■(l it so to sIiiumI; te Ins liesarers to 
nil iTitell. e'tilai a<'t is il ' . When T \s a , in I ’aris in the autumn 
he allosNed me t" pen, tiale his n'W iii,'Mi'mU 

MIow interestiny. Wdi.M i . it evneMe ’ 

Mrs. l''Mdridy,' mosod uilh a eiidden hint of restlessness. 

' W'ell tin 111,' -In- wi.dn t,, inliodnee into musie the 
—the —liof,; tile .lapalies,- leliy ay,, mil', 'due 'd into art, to 
oarrv it--ves- <'\-en farllnr. \\', has', Im'iii tori p,,sitive, 
hil Inrfo, (o,, , 1, I a ltd in all, , \ • 1 ■" f'es sv,- must be led 
to los't'indi'ea I i, Ills, Inn K. W,'mnM 1,','irii I,, sii pph' f, ir rmr- 
.se/\'e.s' ,np H ,'e'fs an,I p.imtej's ir,,ul,|, hiit net lonye-r 

cho'ise to, tflS'e IJS, 'I'ln'l'e \ , ,11 lie' whoj,, method in 

a-'She was prol i,a 1 ,|\- y, ,11 ly lo say 'nutshell,’ biK- she 

suddenly ehei'ked her,, If and siil, .1 1 1 11 1, d 'syntlntic feirru.’ 

‘ Tiow i nterestIny 1 ' 1 )■ ,lor<'s .'^nn '^t nnch.'iine.''i|1 v ri'j'ie'a ted, 
lookiny into the hirye f.aee of Mrs. I•',l,lrldye \\ith her ^.aiille- 
lik'e eyes. , 

'The- ste-p forward!’ s:iid Mrs. '44IJridye-. U\rt in the 

sraise , ,f ..‘slhe'tie appl', elation ! 

She often quoted wiHioiit jiiittiiiy quotation marks. 

' W'ell ? ’ she' adde,.l, lo, il-.niy round. 

Her eyes lit ell a yroup of people t,'ihd,,y rather eagerly 
at one end of tie- room under aje,ipy 1 Uapiliael's ' Mueloiina 

del ('ardelliiio.’ ^ _ p, 

‘ Ah ! a diseussioy ! ’ she e.xr'lairned^ ^ Let us join i^ 1 ’ 

Sle' jiut a plump and hea\ dy-dnyjiled white hand upon 
the arm of T),doles, and ilmw le r towards the group. 

‘ W'hat is it ’ she said, as the talkers glarieed round. 

One, an eayerdociking man, an Italian of perhaps forty, 
sprang up to offer his seat. 

Mrs. Eldridye drew Deilmes into it with her. 

‘ Laely Cannynge..and I saw something reariy.dnteresting 
was going on here, and we are always on the ale.d for the 
keen minds. The Damascus bjades for us I ’ 



THE FRUITFUL VI,NE 287 

lool^ed roiuid with her deti rniiiied, but rather duU^ 

eyes. 

‘ What 16 it all alji.iit, Ddnna Idfuia ? ’ 

iJuuna Flavia, a thin, [dain,^Ijiil \ cr}' animated le>i>kinV 
woman wnU o\'er fnrt\', ri'[ili< d ii^ a-buaJi and eneT^^'t-tic \'(iice\ 

‘ We were talkuiV about tine Di'inui I>iHtiqiu'fdt\’ 

‘ Lorntmaso ! ’ Jud Mrs. KMridno, [iivssiny her f#ind on the 
hand of Ilnlorc.^ ' \ \. II y ’ 

Prineesa ^^aIle' Ih* e i me up witdi \’ei i all, ;i;»(l stiji'd oil the 
outskirts (if the yroiip, Intipnni'. 

‘ M areii ivill fia\e it that th' woiiian wli'i sins al\says^sins 
from one ruet niotiw.’ 

' n.Hit nnitis'e ! ' ii ptyfed .Mrs. lifldinlye sl(i\il\', as if 

i.letennined t( Ui v t In expression in InT iii'nn.-ry for all tune. 

' And what niol i \ e .. root mol i\ (‘ ? 

Love, la Some Urm or.jUh' 

Tlie’ It ah an ojieinil bis (o t.ireak in. l>ut Ikiuna 

FI,avia continued^ \Mtli exsai yri ater eie ry. 

\ oU (lid (Oiliteu'd that, Marc'i. .Vinl (.f eiiui'se tvi; all 
knoyt' exaetfv what viiu im anil d iju iiieanl sex love.’ 

I -’ 

‘ As a mail aJwavs does when lie speaks (if woman’s hodniy. 
It ijoter ofeiirs t( I him that W's ,are capable (if affeelniiis in 
which man has nei iiart, into wliiedi he (.Im s not ent( r at 
all-*-—’ 

Cara Fla\ia,i ichemently inti tjk isis’.nthe Italian, smiling, 
however, with his wh'de fac , ' I mtist l)(‘g'\-,iu to except 

children, tlioiigh even they are si/anody unconnected with 
man ! ’ 

^ 0\a, eivWATcvv \ ’ 

’Yes, indeed. Tynimk a'animm wonlil he as likely to 
commit a crime for TheVake of la r childr- ii as for the sake 
even id he^r hiver.’ 

‘ Her lox'er*r’ sail? Vlonna l'T^\ ia. ' And whv imt add 
—or hei»^husbandOr do you think wona*!! maar love 
their husbands, few exetlleiit reasons siijipliiid liberally by 
those husbands ? ’ 

Two or,three pi^njile laiigheiL It w*as the fashion to laugh 
at Donna O^da’s sharp or downriglit pavings. 

' This^^ profoundly interesting,’ said Mrs. Eldridge, 

‘ \Vha^c)| you say, Princess ? ’ 
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^ She threw the remark to Princess MauceUi, wiio rn^^iFe a 
tittle ^a-stiire with hiT Irft liainl ami said : 

ff Nijtllille. T ha\'i li't e|':i\|)rd l||r tlixeussiMIi Ver. 

/a sliL'htly ^!ltiwe;ll smile lUttsd over her face, ' When I 
({in mun- (srdiylil' le d 

She elaiie.sd at Mr. \ err.dl. 

‘ I v.ill a ld--^.r of aii\' man \slioin slie ](, cs^ h.ailjniatelv 
‘T)riH>t, said U'CiMareii I'la'am. ' 1 Ihis jus >1 i le deSLT\’ing 
huslsaiids ^i,a'''n'.II Ivome. I '.u|i]io'.(_ and somi- wnmeu who 
rewaril th'. d' scia mg.' 

‘ .\nd for ail idea. :^ald I )oii i i.a 1 ' la\ ia. ' Uu yi'U mean to 

say that no \m iman oul< 1 eommit a ei 111le for an id -a ? Wliat 
alHiiit women Nilnin., ■- V ' 

'They .■i]\<,a\a Work ill eon ms.'l .n with imji. I sliould 
contend that, if you eiaild tle iromaliK' look into the rami- 
tieatiiais of NiInh 111, you wsai' I tug,I that Le v woiked really 
beeause of men, hi cause of ei.lhusia'in caught froni men, 
comrades.’ 

lie jiaiisi'd and loohed i-ouiel the eirele with his large and 
rather satii mal eye.-,. 

‘ (.oiiirades ! What a word that is ! What a lot of secret 

things it ei.o ers in the uiouth of a vvouian ! ’ e 

« • 

lusally, Marco, you are the rielirn of an fJ/e jtivy I ’ 
e.xelaiined 1)(>niia I'lar ia. ‘ ^’ou siO'se.\ |o\ e in e\cr\'aetiien 
of e\ ( ry Woman, d hat aloiird inaimyg. W ennugej-, and t'.,at 
0(1 ii Ills Nlet /s('he - I lo, h me 1 1 men 1 IS I he w a\', tor Weiuiucer's 
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‘ I'-nt m the tirst jilace I eouteuil that Churl'rtto Corday 

did not sm ! ' I xi'lannei ,1 l)o,r>rareo. • 

He \sas e\,(l. iilly ]>re]iainig to taiTle Mrs. Jddridge 
Seriously eui tlie is laliou of \aoli nt acts to .’"he geiirTal goijd 
of humanity, and the moral psycho]. .g\- of r<w’i ilutiiuiaries, 
when a thin old man, a senator. Signor I’eraldi, interposed 
with these remarks, uttered in a fai.led voice ; • , 

‘ Mdicrc women differ from men is in this ; a w.j)mnn is 
capable of committing a^sin, and never realising it. sin. 
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be^llwse of the thought in her heart when she carries out he» 
act. A iX^n’s ^innii^ht does not Mind him in the^ame wm'. 
Therefore more .s( vcre jiuntshrncnt should be meted out ly 
justice to men tlian to won'-n. Firiidi juries are n|t 
nearly so ineomp' tcn^ for tlur ^ii'inAn ai as nrany J>eop^ 
think.’ 

‘The tlioiiplil^in h<T hrart, senaf i'to/ sanl DoirMureo. 

But the old liaii liad ali''':id\' ^^■aIk'< d awaw 

‘ Oh,, he UM'd the nylit suli.stanhve,’ saTl tli^ I’rinceSS 


ManealH. 

'J'here was a nioiiiont’.s paii-.o. Something eitluT i)^ the 
old seiiatof’s muiin< i’, or in hi. inaMor, hail [>riuluei*d a 
clumdt' in the ni' ntal atm *'*ple rna JliTl Mr .. Fldndy both 
hated and dr*ad' d pailo s .ul la r parties. She tlaiiielit they 
meant failure. N*''.'., theief.ire, \}ic madi’ u mental rdfort, 
and lluny tiown a »ilij.-et«.n 1^e erarpet, 

’ Ydn were spi al.iny i.f Ifidi.ands and—and \si\'ias,’ she 
remarkrd, y.athariia.' listeners to Ii< r einailar ^,dan(n\ 

‘I ha\'e noticed that different nations t.ake different adravs 
of «-hal ie due from the man to tie.' \^■oman and —and r'on— 
and vice \ evea in lie- m.aniay et.atia Xow v, liat is the 
Roman \ ii% II' re \\e ;ire hi Home. t us hu\'e the 
Ropi*n \'iew of the matt< r.’ 


s.atislied liH.k: spread itsidf (Sraa' her faer. .as sh'* sat baek 

on ^he hsfa by l)ol*re.«» .She h.ail me.s- (.niv to '.'..ait for the 

rni'U'e. For tin* moment she had fei'a^itteti Priifts-ss Man- 

Celli's rilations \silh*thi’ Bnnee. \eii;dl li.ean to speak 

quietly tojilie Ih'inees., bendmy to\\.ard< lier in Ins aqree.ahle, 

half-deferetiti,d?^iir-eedueti\'e \'.ay, pnd lion Maieo, after 

n quick pl.anee tow.arf^ tie lu, -s.aid ; 

‘Even in Rone; Juie manfs \ |e\M on tle.t m,alter are sure 

to be diffrreiit fiom the woman's.’ 

, . ^ ^ ' ’ 

‘ Oiye us .iirs. M areo ! ’ said llruiua J' la'. la, in a satirical 

. * ' 

voice. They may ser\’e ,as a yu.de to ns all.’ 

I asatime ’—llon Mareii tune d to Mrs. I'lldrelef;, \sles was 
rather .sfertled, anVl almost a little confused, at li;i\ iny more 
rftental a^ivity expecteil of her so soon—‘ tliat \ ou mean 
the Romrni view of marital unfaithfulness ? ’ 

Mrs. Eldjii^f^ had really not meant amything so definite 
as that.^t shi\answered : 

‘ OfA^iur^. else could I mean, dear Don Marco ? ' 
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(, Don Marco’s face had changed a little. It looked Ij^iuur 
than beh.'re. 

f I believe in the unwritten law—as regaius me nusDand,’ 
IVe said. ‘ I think ’—Princr^s Maiieelli and ^^?rrall were 
walki^e'■a^vh\'sh is unf/hthful and I he husband 

shiK its ll'.T, sk'iet justiei' 1 1 : 1 S 1 ii•! 11 (h iIk-. IiOin’tsavI Wduld 

dti it iii'.M'i'i, IT I '.I'li that I wi>.h it tn be (finna 1 only say 

'it is strict justiei;.’ ' 

‘ ()f eiii*;si ! 'i (Ciuld ha\'e said all than fur ymi, Marco ! ’ 
crii'd U'li'liia I’laviu. ‘And the aife who shoots the un¬ 
faithful laid land ? 

' T 1 lat i-^ niurd'T, 11 ' it jnxtiee,’ 

‘Ills fath'r o Sndliaii ! ’ said Diiima Flavia sweetly to 
th rise ali'iill b'T. ‘dlial ini'alis ale ait lisa; b'.nidred Years 
in the i-'sar of ni'id'Tii eudisalion -'-and ja* ’ud of it ! 

Doll Mare. I lai l ale 1 1. 

‘ P.o iM\' I am 111 tim baidiyb iiiiid im■ 11' a 1 be,' he rej.iirmd. 
‘Put I hare liar with ' his < \ao haji|ened t.i fall on 
U.il.Tes -a with Idich hni.n wh.i lliiiih ju'A ns,I d.i, that 

tlsTe' nimd —emm owuiy h. [ >1 1 \m< .h .yi.sd reasons^-be' one 

law for nam, aimlli.r f.T w.'iueu m llii- mailer. Wdiat 
w. lul'l “ea m r liu.band sa\', (hi \ think, Lad\' (atniOTige'i'’ 
.She smih d. ' ' ’ ' ' ■ 

' (hi. I 1 hinl; Im is far too ri; HI: i'' '".1 r, iind'T anv <'ircum- 
slaim's, to dr.am ..f dayyei's and [lOV.Iain r'on n'.‘cl i. in wdth 
bis w Ife,’ ssi'■ I'l j 'Imd.' 

Sh': l.i.'k.d li'_dill\' ammyib Put slm was riadly thinking, 
with d. ■ 11 and a ]. 1.1. n s. 1 1- .ii .mss. 

‘ If - what wmil.l Thin 1 m' hl.e ? WhatVonld Theo do ? ’ 
‘ And,’ s; 11 ,1 I ». .Iilia I’la la, \'d.’o \' ,|S a\\'. .iVS a 1 g! | m i‘Ii t a t i \'e, 
nii'l w h" '.'.a-, ■ . .as I be . . ti. d I. a I )> m ^[m ss ' if a husband 

elri'i''s his 'e.ifi. mt.i.sm la,- his (TiaUs', . .r his piTsistent 
rmgl's't V II I'.a \s.u ii.ilhmg to say f.T ly r, ar|d agains<t him, 
til' ll, Mar<s 1 ? ’ ' 

‘A lilt! a j.a!|.aM.‘ hit !’ iwlaiimsl Mrs. I'ddi'iiig.-, \vh') 
bv h’lig [ira.Tiee lia<l b. .s.ims a highly Vllicieiit ‘ boltle- 
h' il'l'T.' 

Again Den Idarco's fac... hTiiileiied, and his uAder jaw 
quissTed for an instafit. 

‘ I d" ii'it d'.feiid him, but I say that a retdiv' coobftivomftn 
never could be driven intei sin.’ 
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'* Thert- I don’t agree with you ! ’ said a new voice"breaking 

in. . , 

A snudl, tliiri, dri<'d u]» Eiigh ,hiii,-in was the *^]n'ak'.T% 
'Bravo, Mr. Jjrlt'in!’ said l)"iiiia Fla\ ia, swait ii V an 
ally. ‘ * * 

' An nng'l .dit Vi' diiNs-h iiiIm Mil umk r oaitain gi\'cn 
<.‘ircunistari(S'.4 .s:iii| Mi. ];i ]t"ii. ’ If lia- aiij;*! ware cd the 
foniale Si'X.’ f 
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Af this niiirii' yl Mrs. l-.ldi ids:'' liayii' ii' d t'l src that a \'cry 
irnpiirlaiit aiiil’a-.' idr' -s was I'lili istig the fiudli'T drawing- 
r<_tiiin, and sli-' g^. iTi,,. 

l)fai ^la^<s., wliat liatw yvu t'> s.i\- t,i that ? ’ she 
observed. ■*^t'.'ie erusi ,,f l,e :id a \ST\- ;idiiiirali|e simile I ’ 
Slj' niii\-ed ■iv,:i)r, and l).d,.|es rdse and fe||:w\eil lier. She 
wanted t'l remain, t'l l|e;ir ni*>re. hat senietlnng within her 
told lisT net til i*l'i s^i. .\s Mrs. I'.ldridoe rri nt In igreet the 
ai'^l.Kis^iLrlr',s.s l)oli>rt's pniiv’d, i'miiikI fnr uf |u;iinf- 

%nees, and*her ets s fell nimi^ a young girl wlmm sh'" coiild 
nrit fiTnenihiT har ing i en before. Ihis^ml was standing 
clo^ to the IM'ineess t'ai'elli, and Itnlores—she did not know 
why—looked at her elosely. rritli a serntiny that took note 
of every detail of Iht a|ijv'aranef' and <lress. 

She,jsjte evidently r'ery young, perhaps eighteen, and was 
ver^ pretty, but extraordinarily, ulniost unnaturally, like 
rib; In c^-erj' way she was whnt is generally called petiU. 
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Her iigure wa> narrriw, licr bones ^v^re small, her \faisr vms 

sS tiny that sin' linked as if at n nid<‘ t.iimh sjn- must Ijreak 

in to'ii, IIiM' hr.-nl, ermwin (I v. illua mass nd yi IkiW hair, in 

tn.\/urn' likn' sjnm sijk, was Hat at tin; back, k"ing alzinist in 

u /raiclit lin<' inki In r jM^ut^- and \a;rv white in ek. Ilcr 

<a>mjili'Xi''ll w.'is mar\al|( III dy pmk aifd \\hi^‘c. \ i-ry fresh, 

\'ery \ iryinaU ami h'r fcalin'.e wiwc <'amc(t> like in their 

nigulaiaty. Sim had briclil, '.laniiy bliii i \es, ^.nd isxi]iiisite 

littli- liands and SimiL, hut 1 s antifulle dressed m 

\vhite, sh<' sjis'd \ei'\ still, liHikiin' almiit Imr \',ilh an air of 
• ■ *, 

al.isiilnte si ■] f-j n is.i ssji m and ^^lllmut an\' eni'r I'll w 'I’his 
entirc^aek ef emnisitv' mi|'ri',-ed 1 )i F m s y m fam iin'ablv. 
It siiyyssl ed Cl ildin -s, a.hiii >sl he:irl|.U c ne', ,, in . aie sn xa niny. 

\ yiiunc man frsiin Ih" I'lsimh ba n I >a'S\-* ea i^ie up and 

S]>oke t' > ] )i >li il'i 

‘ \Vh" Is that little eirl ? ' sla y Iwij hllM. 

‘ wnieh little yirl ? ' he said, Im V. I ne ai'i a 1 ml him. ' Thi re 

are so many hllh' eK-ls in Rome, and imh ed phnost (‘Very- 

whel'e.' • ‘ 

‘ 'I'hat one ii'.e]' there b\ Ih'im'i'ss CariHi.' 
d'ln- Fri'iieliiiian f- 'lli eaed la r <'\'i's, 

‘Ah! ’.he said e \ pr. , a'v e|y , ‘ Ihil that htlli'^yij-l a 

\a;r\' im]-)i irl ant ] i> rsi m ! 

' Mav ' me a d: \'. h\ 

She Is to ha \s ■ the I i| eCi st di it m Ro| l^e,’ 

And that^faet iiiakm. In r Jiiiportaiil ! 

■ I )oes it m d ? ■ • 

' ()t IS mrse.' 

She IS ])i>lilia t I'oiia ail'll I I iniiiio. 

' A relat ion of Mai'ehesa M. ml i hrmio, 111^' ereat pamblef ? 

' The dan I nd I ter of ene of his j'oimb i-. (iiam a, m M. mtel mu no, 
who married Miss Mnlhiis, the onl'. e^ild'of (he Colorado 
oil kiii.it- ‘Ills Maj'sty has had the pood'taste to.die, an'd 
that little liidy \\ill er'entnally pi o.mss ' i-tioiiLdr'inoney to 
make Midas uiwse- in his era\'e. l''or she al o is nij*onlv 
ebild. No Wonder she is lerrild\' self-possi-s-^id, D oes' not 
her hair j^ditti r lilos a shower of so\'er< iyns ? ’ 

‘ Poor little thing,’ said 4)olorej. 

‘ But why ? ’ 

Dolores lifted her shoulders slightly. 

‘ I don’t—know I ’ she murmured. 
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But in her henrt 
laettii r lius 
ing 

di'llari. I buji|i'i-.i- 

I lUt.’ 


she Tept al' li, ‘ [Hu,r little thing ! ’ 
n rii;T\'ou'-. illnce.^. Slie is/ihvuys hreak- 
under the 'vuiglif of the u\’uhui(Vie of 
Prinei’M Cal' 111 is taking the litlleylady 


Briiri’ess 111 e:ini<' Up a 1 1 h Mr, Wi'mll, and the 

I'reiiehnian.^p''I.' ! ■ Madame d.' II d-r, v,1i.) was sitting 
close by, a,*l<'liiiie Hi'' ■■r'a.'.d \wlli la r liedil and sincere eyes, 
buicc Dadori'k had I" gun hi pla\' lii'ida'''' Y'.'gularly she 
had seen g"i"l .k,d --f l*rui<a .. Mane' iTi, Botli the 

Priiaa'Sa and ali'' \'.' r' a' er''ll'' 1 l.mg in l■a^l.^^ ir similar 
CoiiSi'l.afl' 'll, .•fli'l 111' \ III' I fairlc ''Id'll ill 111' Iii'Um; of ardeiit 
bndg'' plaV' r^,. Ph'' iMiie'-a |'l,i\'''l a, a laih; muidi li'dtcr 
than ])"l^irca, l.ul Ii'T ('has- \an''| hill'', \\lii'r''as l)olore,s 


■vvas r.ajii'lK’ iii f] 'i i i\ mg^li' r gam'-. 

‘Do ea.ii liki* I ll'■^e•]la^lf'■ .' aan.l the Prince.ss, t«ucliing 
thi; hand of Di 'l"rm f,i ii ulnirK . * 


Mis. Pilin'Igi-’s t 

1 es, 

■ \\ hv ii"! ? .Sui' le 111 '"-’ a I'' \ I'V',’ ph'a aaiil 

■ ^d's. dliiai', disi'U'-^i''ij b'.’ Ill'' \\a\’, did you flee 

from I Ic' 11' miia t'l.i \ i, wol iTir 


* t\’,is III'.' dia''m,-i"ii g'lliiig l"o li'ir a',la'll ^d'l'rall. 

' Wdas il Ilk'' lH-irig4n Uadiou I "ur at S'.'\ astopo] ? ’ D'dori.'S 

'lauglu'd. 

‘ P'.'i'li.'ipo* .\iid 1 III Hot \'i " "1 . 1^1 ae^bn’l''nt. It is 

not my liii' .’ 

‘ Pr>lg'i' IS >"Ur liii' ,' s.'ii'l 111'' l’iTu''''s^, 

' De' V' 'uT^alba y hml: s" Y ’ 

‘ Yiaii ha\'' eop:!' on \swiiil' i'fiill}’. I am g' tting afraid of 
you.' 

D ‘ Yyu Jilay far Ik U't tlriii I d".’ t 
iDut slpjll I -^ijoii ' d'lun- are still tell days befori.- the 
Gianiarclio loiiiiiain'ait. H\*lliat tiini- \'ou mar' be irrcsis- 
tible. • Anel I want tliat I.' 

Sfic said thfs as if in truth th'' pri/.c for the winner of the 
tournanieiit was the best thing slue r' .dl}' \\ant'd. 

‘ I C7onder \Vhat man I siml! draw,’ said Dol.ircs. 

‘ Not'i>fr. VcrralJ, I hope. He pkr\'s too well.’ 

■^rrall looked pleased. He was what is generally called 
^good all round man,’^and had already become a far 
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gTCjfJ^er success in Ivome than Franois Denzil had evef" 
been.. 

‘ Sijice I ha^'e played uifh you, Princess ! ’ he said. 

‘ T taiiylil \ei,i sm uiuali ? ' 

‘But,' said Vrrrall, heard from Prince 

Giainarelii) tliat nni; ef the best Ijiidye p>lavcrs''in Europi' is 
to be in the toi’riiaTiieiil 

‘\Vho is that ? ’ astaai Dulures. 

' Marchese aiti'briiii' e’ 

‘ Quit<' true. It' has eniiie Iciek naexpM'l-lily to tbiuie, 
no one-i'.iMOvs why,’ said Piiueess M.ineelh. ' Ihit Mdute- 
bruno is always ,a Tn\wl'a-v ev<'ii to hi.-, oldest fi'ii tids. ’ I have 
known him all m\' life, and N'et he r.ever te||s me anvthiiie.’ 

. o 

‘ Is he a line bridye plass r ? ' said Ddl.ircs, 

‘Oh yes, simply NSMinbiful,’ r< pill d the Prmeess. ‘If 
you have the luek to draw him, atfd pi/ v as you do at piresent 
e-f.'cn, I he jewel is \'i airs.’ 

‘ The cards miyht be ayainst us.’ 

‘ Y< 111 Wi iliM will all the s.'ime.’ 

Peiij-||r‘ e.aiiie U|). .\n Ail Irian bsyaii tn siny ‘ Muu eiTair' 

s’oiivre a ta \aii\.' Odliiris mad'' her wav In a se.at Inside 
Lad\' .Sarah, vde y w Inspiard a fri' j dlv yrei tiiiy w^th her 
fieciiliar ehariii nf manie r, whieh had its r<i"ts in tla' lieaTi. 
They sat tnyether in silenei- while the Au-lnan sang. And 
again D.ilorrs lunbrd at llii‘ litlle diilblrl.'- girl who was to' 
lin\a‘ the enonnmy ‘ dot. She had fuuiid a seat l)y Princess 
Carelli, and she liAened tn Ih'' warm passion of the semg 
without the slighte-.t en inge of expresaon. jler lu’ight 
blue eVes tra\el|. d about the room, lookiu ' frobh one pers.an 
to anotli'T. and linally they resli d, on l)o[or. ,s. For ne'arly 
a rninuti' the woman and the girl 1 loked at one another. 
Then Dolores glaiiei d down. She fell almost strangely 
repelled l»y ‘that ehild,’ as she mentally named Jie’r. And 
when the mu.sie ivas over she turned to Lady Sarah with a 
soft eagerness, ulinost as to a sasuoiir. 

But who can sa\’e another from what is ordained, by the 
Power outside, or peihu[)s by the Power inside, herself ? 
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CHAPTER XXL 

CrsARE CAni^r,^,! \v;E l>i(linp tjis time. 

He a slraiiLT'' p(TirMTV^\ Iiii'h was not 

at all uinli^t'Hul lis' lii^ men fra luE. It seemed to them 
incredible tliat pi'eare Nlimild b(' il lieiit«ft wni^ian in his life 
duruig these m..[i(hs. A ei, as I la ei ii:ld iie^ disC(s\'cr her, 
they were* e\i.aitualh' nblisred te ecinelnds' that, 

I’DroUt', ihi' dill let e;..i d. . .f tlem ehaffeil Cesare. 

tttJcTs end'■ I \' >11 red t'‘.jnti re t hii# in senic ef the predty, 
and ni't ^arhiiai,, a^'Hien '.rh" are pra-pidually passing 

thrmmh -|b'ine. He tmik tlc-ir yeeddninieured (diaff wilk 
g()i)d-li*ine iiir, e'.aai nK'»*le yiiiO' Ilian enee a li\el\' attem[">t 
to-jiretend tn r. .fiend lii»lli- ir eridea\amrs. Rut they wei^'' 
ail ngn'eil at la>t Ihat tle rr' \ias really m.filing in it. 

During the li^ng intrigue adh Prmei ss Maneelir they had 
undrrst^ii'd their C'inijiaiti' m’s situalien \ ery v.ell. He 
belonged tn ‘the Maneilli.’ That was setlhd. d'hey re- 
Speided^tlie inlrigiie, alld the_\ all adlllllsd lh» Princess 
despite her age. Slie*dill had a. |i.iw<t Ilf eheiting the 
\ssirship Ilf \aailh Ihiiiigh she did ne| pi.sM-,s yniith. Rut 
RiisdiiUg I', uig fall^iw Ilf Ce all had made them g"ssip a 
great deal ayeiiig I heneeR i s. 

Siitne I'lie said !«e had a nii>lres^ in Pails. Rnf that must 
lie a. li'-. U'caiisr fur nu'lit hs* in* Jr id imt gmie tn Paris, 
.‘\ni’ther di^i.eed that he had fniind a hoely eniitadiiia in 
the (^iiintr}, and fad hidden leT ih a entlage mi the edge df 
the Pontine Marshes. j^ut tn sunie nr. .1, ri. ais wav the 
‘no’ of truth, "thutgh md uttered. \m! 1 eften irresistibly 
ftirce tt.s.wav intd the nuuds .d nu;/i. .\nd thus if warn with 
th? gay (^Ampaitidns nf C(‘e.^rc. Net mie nf them really 

believ ed in I hat ci intadliri. 

» 

.4Jthough t'icy si uiietiinrss chaffed Cesars' thrw wi re cnrcfnl 
not to go tiH) far. (.'esare was a man ■wlri irnpi'Sed a eertain 
respect on otjier men. He ser ined so tlr m‘Ughl_\' master 
of himseR that no man ever triei^ to be his master, an^ 
though he did not ordinarily appear to be reserved, even his 
besh friends Jrad long ago learnt that he did not choose 
to hav« his life^ried into any*one. 
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ites absolute reticence, never deviated froni, conccnyng 
his ciinncetii'ii witli Princess Mancelli had taught evTry one 
that I L'esijn, 

M Ost Italian.men are and -."ii less hat mistrustful 

of others, and ('e'.:ire this traiTof li'is^Ciaiintrymen. 

He was .sti'Miia' I iieiiali ||,,t |,, tides a veiilidan'-e, .and, if he 

had a seei’et. (ail y er aisidei'ei I it siife so li>ng as f tuld it to 
Rn <sn<a 

4 

Perhajie, a^l'i lie' laipliire ssatli Pi'ires^s IMaiicelli, at- 
tended^^ns it had lieeii. li\' se. n. ^ ,d alid \'le|enC(.', of 

hunMha1i'’n and furs', ('e-.-ire h.-id lie. d'd Ihe^.e ne'iiths of 
quii.'seenee, sshe li s.- ne ' y. hl^ frea d^ niiiiatiiral. He had 
passed threu_di liS' ■ and had la i ii lairiad. .snd tin' siairs 
,iif t h.at 1 itirni ny he had ea i ried ss 1 1 li him ml a h aii li la .,,, ssdiile 
the' Princea^ sseid hi'ascis' le < l‘|e r Fi'aiieh frimida in 

zeda nd. d'he Mimne r after .dieii- i'n|ilure (t'-.-me lead 
SJieiit elilelly m I.'>ml‘'ydy "ti an ealale ,if hi. fathe|'\, and 
quite a I' me ss it h I he ei ml admi. 11. ■ a - -m ] .pe . .1 te he wp h 

his peiiple, lieeame Ij,- aus III Ih'ds'. .and 'Cl Ih'iliee ('.'HS.'lli’s , 

land. Put tlm Prim''' aiid Piiie''' . hml h. . n .at Sals's- 
nias'’yi"r<a'\'alh milc'. .'Ui'l \dai'. sV'i", ;md a-are' P at all 
wilh their sell le’n' Meii.'.i, .\n.| (' ai'' h'l'l hemi e'l,ad,..,f 
tfie S' dit U' h'. I f'' hai 1 f' h 1 h d he v - piu'' '1 it, 1" .t h lie n I ally 
and phyU'S'dly. P''!' h.' hml tml s'."n Jii.y.s.m "iit "f the* 
lony intriyue it h Pimm-m.. Mane' III ssil li"ut ii at . rti.m 
of till' ssill, and ssr.hi'ut '■'‘■mi.h mhh■ ni"r,',l aiiff.aiime .Vnd 
his ('icnpl' I'.' .ai'ei' i's' in l.'e' \s',e.|.' m.'iH' i’ leal e.i-t him d'.'ar. 
If li's ('"iild has.' t"M tie- \sh"l'' malhr I.. a U.,a al, a liiueli 
old'C man, has. I .xplaiii'il hn si I ii.'i I I'm, lUs e aslv'd mL'/icc, 
hasm liecn lim-h'd up in he. :k'li"U 1 ez :iu '.pmi.m that svas 
vnluahh', tie' e''la''e sS'.iil'l hasi' 'l e . ■'a lU'.'at. .\lth"ll''’h 

i P , ^ 

nobody kte-ss il, le' had li'nl a h'liy mssai'l '.li'uyy!'.' fe.'fore 
he hasl coiiii' t" tie' t.i i mse Pi'mi'''m Maiii'a Hi. la,r 

ymrs lie liad s.'i'r.lly l.myil tn lie- fo e h. f"!-'' h's hml at last 
claimed his fr'''al'im, P' l'liap-. le' ssmiihl re's-i i^has'e elaimcd 
it if DoI'T' . hml net e.'in. 1.. p.mi''. .-Miiee-.t certain!}' 
he wi'uld ri'.'ser base elaimv.l it if-lv hml imt been so .uiucli 
young''r than tlie Princ sy His sense of h"nour, aiNi^ierhaps 
also his deference to the traditions and opinion of his set in 
Rome, might have kept him dragging his chain; But yrvtvth 
has its riotous energies, its harc^pesscs, abcg.'e aU its pas-> 
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sionate dcsiv tn taste tin.' wiii'-ni)) only the yrars 

cart pui tt'i the lips (.]' a iiiaii. Aid it hfus a scej’ct aiiA flniost 
up i>f '.shat is (1 tis it, and nf vdiat it 
^aiss kiis\* llial 111 -' rrinC'sss had d'ai',' iiiin 


sevcr<J uiid' i'sia 
owes t<a itsdf. (' 


t 


a cru'd wis aia yi 
sav that Kalla 
But hod I I ^t la 

hands id his Knali .li 1 1 
isf flic \M>[’ld, wliM wa. 
life su jii’,-/ir. 


up'ifi lii-'il'^i'ant yi luth. Slas ini,a)it 
I ra Ill'll III I he' »pi' I d <■iyhtl'(■rl. 
id 111111 ? Hi' had I iiH-ryi 1.1 fn.iin^the 
li'V ti. Ill' M I,a d ip'iiii hy tliLs i\'onian 
ali’i'iids' user tliiiK', ajid who knew 
111' laid bi'i'ii I'ut a liaiidsiiine and 


spiriti'd eliild. 

dha liad fni'iiiil Inin iiit'i a rnaii, and ta.’ diiiiiC s<i liad 
taught him 'illa^ sill \'*a and in alial a eiinddinn }i<' \'vas 
li\'iny. ,rtlii' had lanadh him that li'- was in pi'i-im and that 
■she W'l^s till' Jirtliir. lt\'.:i. a h ne ’.'dilli' lii'ful'i' la' Wnkc 11 ^ 
ti'i. the eiiniplifi' imdi^ I y iTi 1 11 iw , ,1' ih - ii'.i'h' truth. *At lir.st 
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And till' I’rmaits Inn w hnw tn ma^U' afipi als that ’were not 
til his \amTy. ,'shi' swspt him yff hn lid \\ilh In-r luve. 

*Bnt til'- tiipi' I’ami' wla n ti'- l>*ii'hi d yr'iimd ayaiii, the time 
wla n ’he l^da d mil nil tin fri'i Ai'Hi id iilhers, ;vlien lie 
till iiiL'ht, ' Hi I w IV am I III it fn 1 ' H 11.1 ? ’ 

As sn (dll'll happi ns aimni lip'ii', s'diiii the Wuiiian is 
niiieh nlih r and m^ire*i -..p' l i, ne d than the man, Prii'icess 
was ti-ft'ihly ji ak'iis (sf (i san'. Tier ji'ulnusv was 
fnfindi'd ‘wn f'.aiy ,’md In r fi ar '.'.as based mi ri asnii and her 
kniiwledye ,.f hfa. She kiirw th.'d it imehl lie dillieult for 
hereto keep <^i sare, e\m thmieh she was a eliarminp' and a 
clever woman. Sla- kiii-w I hat shi' mivht have to suffer. 
She risked that elianee. She w^s a w.anan who was ready 
to take r^k.s when her heart spoke. But, in the beginning, 
she had not known how she waN going to lo%'e Cesare. 
When she kpew’ all that he meant in her life, a thousand 
live^ peemed ^ suddenly j:o bi^stle up within her, and 
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every one of thorn do-pended for nil its happiness on 
Cesar^ ^ 

Gradually he camo tn hate her oninph-te dopondenec 
upondiini, o\hioh lo- iJiviiii d. It'O-I.-M d in the- hnrizijiis abojut 
him. It cxli.-iu^t'd til'-"IW?-* it diilli.d- thcc,! jjiusio Ilf life. 
It shut tin- diH' -^. I'linoi-ss iMain-i Hi's kioe was sn great, 
and- SI I essentially passii.aiatc, that it i u'l-asiiam, jh' carris-d 
her heyntid her eleyrie ss, Sle- e.iuld iml uh'.ae’s ire cle-ver 
with Cesare, fliniigli fur ^lng die had keen ele-eiT en’eri with 
him. She hai.l ki sliiia leT-cIf tn him s'lnii.dmiies ne>t as a 
woman T,f the wi irld knt simply as a, rvuman. And her ei>m- 
plete .and inti-nsi- dependenee upiin him was as a lani[) ^ly 
whirse light h'- eami: tn psTis i\a- that lie NWlS li'it de|_)eneli.‘nt 
on her. 

And at last he kne\\ tla reiig shejiad dniie- him. 

The }' lUng men \rhn -sn-i-e |m, e, .iitedipi'rari'-s pa^si'd fnan 
olio ln\'e affair tn aimlly r, nr they mari'ied. Ik h'-ard t In ir 
talk in the -jink, at tin fne.atn.-, in the huntingijie],!. And he 
felt that alu.ays thei e was a reser'iat inn in l egaid tn himsnlf 
when pinsitde maiiiagns, nr flirtatinns, eu intrigues were 
discussC'i. 1. ^ lie ' kef mg' d ti I I he M ;i riU( ‘ hi.’ lie nut nf 

it all. By slnw degrei-s he grew almost tn hate tin- Prineess. 
And yet hr- was grateful tn In r, and he was aecustnmed to 
her, and he admiied hi-r, and she knew hnw tn gi\'c hinp 
pleasure. But he wantryl his frei dnm. Tie needeel it. lie 
began to fia-l as if he had a,right tn it, and,that in her heart 
Princess Maneelh \^ as juTj m'nally, and almost furiously, 
denying him that right, ^ 

In times nf ggeat Stress jienple have ti' act in complete 
accnrel with th' ir natural idp-iranters, 'I^he ch.aracter of 
Princess Manm Hi \'.as essentially intpeiinu. , and she was 
not wrong in tlunliing that in tier nature thme was sopndhing 
of a granite ti-xture. Wdien .she bee-ame ■riKirt.a'ly afrihd 
because she disiriei.! her ln\-er’s secret and gmrsing rr-sBess- 
ness, therefore, she snuglit to impose herself J^pon him,by 
the force of her will, to dominate him by her inflexible 
determination, almost to sequestrate him by the intensity 
of her love. She hid her new softness, her cringipg terror 
ai tha woman who loves too much. She showed the woman 
who considers that she has a right to possess, and fco rul*, 
because of her attractive force anc^ her pride. 



THE FRUITFUI> VINE 


*9! 


ThiB was Princess Mancelli’s natural way asse 
hefself,in atlilTicuIt moment, or period. t 

The other woman in her scennd almost not herseif, bu 
she began to grsiw insistery:. Ne%s-rtheless, using her will 
determined bj le; ^true to ^k t- ilic Piinc^ss streive reso 
lutely to hide this stranger, who \'.as vet hejself. When he 
heart was ^yiiig ‘ Deui't (h-sert me ! ’ to C’eSfire, her rnanne 
said often,'' 'S ou aii- fortunale to ha\'e been cheiscn b\^ m 
as "my comjianion.’ In hi r mone nts *o( aliandonment t( 
passion sl^- was lierei* and e\ cn in lln in iiiifa^ious. 

But there were laps. .Soni(_ tirin s the fearful, wid evei 

^ ' 

hymble worhan could red b(‘ eoiicealed. Sometimes tin 
nakeel truth ^if her uas^sleovn. Iflit, in the main, as C’esan 
grew mefre resthss iindiT tlie yoke, tie Prinio ss sought t( 
press jt more'firmly ^ipon Iiim. Slie km-w tliat the i. ,a]l^ 
('h'wr woman'holds j* mafi to her liv I’ords that si/eni rmidi 
of Ihistledeiwn. But there was the hardness in Iier cli*r 
acter, the prii^e in In r Bomaii b]oo^. Almost instineti\-el} 
sh( ru»]ie(l to tind chains fprt'esare’s binding. The light evas 
engaged bi. tween he art and braiii, and the lieart Coiajuered. 

And then Hi.dores ap[>ear‘ d in Ivonie. 

The pe-euliar and u'iuost i''nianlie' sofiu.ss w^iiidi was a 
cTiaracteristic td tlie' true l)ol.,r('S, tlie' *1 )ol. iis s unwarpi d, 
ha^j made a. eurtous appeal t,, C'esarc. bait it, had done 
mi.Te'. It liad'shotMi tlim <'Iearly the rehole of his manliesoel. 
It had taui?ht hiin that this manlj<.*,d had nm^T been alleiwed 
^ree play.^ 'Idle (rue man ou^dit to take, but he had l.ie'cn 
taken ; to make the ade ane’e' towj^rds the' saere-d eitaele-I, but 
he hael l.ie'en captured, dh > his restlessness was add'-d a cold 
Selt^-C. intempt. What Rael Koine' been thinking of Ihm all 
these long yeariS ? ^II* saw luiuself at last as a jU'ev, himself 
— a *m^in. It ic a man’s business- he said to himse If—to 
e^inqueryjie 'Wigiyiii he IsOs s. But he had ln'i'n conejuered by 
a (ictcrmirie'd woman. Wifh ne'w and te-rnble eyes he now 
locked upon Princess .M anci'lli. That she lowal him was not 
enough. Men cxe'usc % er\’ little in love when thev’ them¬ 


selves do not lo\'c. .'Viiel when a wemian would turn into 
fire, a nyin often turn.s into iron. 

Beneath the yoke that presseeV hcaWly upon him Cesire 
began to turn into iron. 

the benzUs not been in*Rome Cesare might not hava 
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more''than slrongly attracted by Delores. But when 
he b'e^ieved that she was deserted—in the sensd of the only 
real desertion—by her husband he he gaii to love her. And 
from this love he dre.v the strcnidli to tairst his bonds, and 
to obtain his fi‘erd"ni. wiiii tla- buretny^yid his lionds 

he felt as If, for^the lirst time, he eaine fullv into liis man¬ 
hood as into ,H vosat inheritaiieo, ij 

ife had to rest with it, to vvdw aeeiisloiiiod to it, bisfore 
he used it. The iwh' erilieinn of his Ivones v, hieh, he iiuile 
understood, must be turn' d n[H'n hini bcoaiio^ .if his treat¬ 
ment oft Ih'ilKO'SS M aiie.lh, did not serioii'ly uff'ct him. 
For he was fri.'C of that "tin r '■iili'-i'.m \'.hieh nis now e(j;i- 
scious inanl'iiM'd had eli.ifcl uii'l.-.. "I'lew tinylit speak 
against him .and say he \^■a^ iTia 1 no’.', tle v eonM no longer 
S^)euk ngaili'-.t him iM'.’ail'' Is' '.\a'^ ps. eak. ’ 111 '.' eoih; ..f 
honour tjid not |■H■nllall'■ntl\■ troi.l'l'’ him, not l.ee.aus.:’ h.*' 
Wf.s de\s.id of ,a s'Ui’-e ..f lion.>nr, out b.'i’aiiM', in his new 
lova he roalm’.l Ino'. .'ah.' th.’ taii.laril in that 

matter fri.'pa III K r., .\ii.i h.; ’.'.as^iiot mail.’ 1.. .nff. u mueh 
Ije'eau'o' h'- ^\a^ ’m'.’.-.l Im I la- I'rin.’.o', Main’. Ill’s [tride. 
She said ii'.'t a W'.r.l ’igam.t him, \n.l o. not \'er}' much 

had l.)''..‘n '-aid a.mm ,1 him in Ih 'iii''. 

1 

So the m.'litli’' p.r.s'sl all.] ('. ' ll’, li’.'.l '.’.llh Im frcaloin, 
and his laek "f fri’.'d''m: \'.ith he lili'i I’.'o't tie’ man r\_ho 
was no loiig'T h.iim.l fa-I I., a \',’.ini.iii res i .'i.vnis. d tis's, 
and hiis la.'lc of hh.rl'.- of lie man I'.li" . le art .’aniiot stray 
because it la aiiehori'd. It s. rm..l that h.- d\'.'lt in eahn, 
and his e. .mpaiu. .n - w. .i io.t. d, .Del tie.’ Ihmi.’.-.s M.a.n.'elli 
wut'.’hed. Ainl Sir Th''o..li,.re t'anmmgo 1 . gaiT to h\'e in 
the life at hha-.e:iti, 

.‘\hout th.’ tim.’ of th'- pai'tv at Mt... tjli I re Ig.'s at rvhit’h 
Doh.ires hail Sion the huh .t'llhlik'’ gill, I; e,',a\'.'r, (hamre 
became a'.var'- that his molh' r ua-. oiiei' naiy.’ h' lgipniiig t'^i 
‘make plans' for hei futni'a In f'.rm'r d:i_\ s h.ith sh..- iind 
his f.'ith'.T had spoKi II \'Ty plaink.' t" him \Mtli regard Jio 
matrimi.in}', and had done tle ir last to fois'e him to marry. 
Repeated failures had indue'.d a long 'lui' sc.-ne'c on their 
part, and CVsare had c aNed to fear tie ir cmrgjes. He 
tbeught that his obstinacy bad eon'iuer. d their hojics, and 
■ that they had finrdly decided to let him alone. ■ 

. But now he began to imdersymd that soinethinghad caused 
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hi": mother to plan a fresh earnpMiLjn against her (^nlv sf^s 
celiljacj^ nnrj* Ihat she was g"iiig to conduct, it witfiflcss 
frankness tlian had attended le r ]irioi(.ius efforts to settle 
him in lifr-. Sic- ".aid lad alwsiril to hhn ala.iit marradiig, 

but one aft' I'll'•'ll, i:< a '.s' ary \ .. ,^hc ramarko'd : 

' It is so tjri.Soiia ' I ha\e ["oti oli|iaod#to promise to 
cha]iereme nAurl to tho (.'.dlani/' I ti\ to-nigliT.’ , 

‘Have Soil, naaiiiiiia't Wliat giir,-'’ a^dv'd b'esare, quite 
unsu*sja-cl mg. ^ 

‘Litllo l#rsula MoiitM'runo. d’ho niotli' V ie ill ns usual, 

.ami (la 'iga < e.ai la ■ > 'ii an > 11 iba v ab. 'U t 1 1 f i' >ii i his c a'Tsin.' 

« 

',bii< 'rgio M. 'lit' 1 'ni 11 ",? 

‘ Yes.’ ^ 

‘ I tla 'iiglil lia .'. as 111 Nm' .’ 

' No., If'' mrs 111 la'%‘ y d' I'l'iw 1 kn"\\' (ii"i'gio so well* 
that f eoiil<bid *g. t ' 'ijT . 'f, it,’ 

‘ T'o'.a.'i'a malum.o' -.li'! ('' 'arc Liiall)', but r.atla r ta'gli* 

Tla- Frme''ss gi\a'iiJo eoiiiplamiiig, isprei.'dlv in the 

faTiiily eiivlo. 

('rs.'iri^ ilid ii"l go I" III'' I'all aiii.'S'l I i’-,. and thought no 
n a >re I 'f I la ' n lal I ■ r till 1 a *f' '111 id I I la t hi. 1 1 a a r v a-, eh.'ipi 'rs'll- 
mg Doiiiia I'mul.'i at aia'llar paih.' at Mr . b.l'I ra Ig''and 
Jlnri Ih.'Lt "hu ha. ^ agri''d I" 'lako tla- lillh' lliing about’ 

rvilh Ii' r till I la”' ''iid "f tla- s'a .oi^ us | .Minna Moiite- 

briiii"—tla- ni''lla,r -\‘,as a a'im|.^' t'- \rr<,id:, and would not 
b<' abl'' to E'I'I np la r la ad f- ^ ni"iiflis in all pi "bal uli t 
‘ .\nd sL'^.'s 'luit'' a iias' hill'- I lung,’ tla.' l’riia''.'ss added 
Iniigyidly. ' AlaI'la .t a bit ['..ill 

‘ \\ hv should shi' be sl.t'ilt ’ ask' d (d'sara, uitla.'Ut much 

- ' r 

interest. • ^ * 

■ ' WS'll, she's th'- gr< .at' st la ii' ssfin Italy. All the Mullins 

m^miy is n'Uiinj h' la r.’ 

‘ Veall}' ! ’said ('is.'inr. \mI li an air of coin]'late iia.liffcrence. 
He r.rali.se'^ that piobaldy his niollar \'.as once mope 
pledting to ni.'irrv him to a big 'dot,' but it la-sar occurred 
to hipi that Monti.'liruno or rrirg-eas ^fal:''. 111 liad anything 
to do \yitU the matter. He believr'l tli.'it the Frincess’s one 
desire was that he should never Jpeak t'.i another womaVi 
now that he, had left her. For he knew her jealousy, even 
to ite depths. And he knew, tfo, that Montebruno was an 
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oRiv ail'll appar'-ntly a devoted fnrnd (.d hers. Prinoess 
Car(^i had iv more idea tlian Cesare of Princess Mancelli’s 
part in tie.' matter of D(ji\na Ursula. She so disliked 
Princess Mam^elli that she vo^Id }ia\'e preferred to see her 
son remain a C'dihatc T^^^\’er ratlie-r ihan*sje him marry 
because Prine^o .Mancelli wislud it. But it n,e\ er occurred 
to.her that the Princess could vish sueli a thit^. Princess 
Mancelli hud, Prin^'css Carelh thoiipht, tricep to ruin Cesare’s 
life. Such ^ woman could not desire to see the ruin pieced 
together, rest'T d, by another weaiian or girl. 'Hie fact that 
Gmrgil^ Montel .uuo had lirst jait it into Brinesss.Carelli’s 
head that Donna L'rsul^i might do .very vU f(.r Cesar* as 
a wife did not vake tie- Jhinetss's suspiejoiis.* Misntebruno 
was an > Id friend ' d S( > many wi 'Uien tliat his strange affection 
•for P rine-' ,s M aiieclli .as not sir et^d in Bouk a JU looked 
quite itie.'ip:ihh- (d a strong aff' et^oi*. AnT his family tmd 

file Primress’s ild and ah. A hgondar}’ allies. Of 

Course h'* ^^as Ir ast liTa nlfond of Lis(||*>. ‘That meant 


nothing. .And Montileruuo hadtalvaw iMen intimftt<' \si tlh. 
Princess Carelh, as he \','as \\ith nearly e\eia hody. He had 
iwver suggoslod to Inr that Donna T'i'snia ssoipd do for 

C'es.al'e. iP' hade olily doj,|,,i', d ttc’ pol-pofllad illnesses <:d 
liis eoiisin, (daeoUioA wife, ,nnd e.a si i.al Ih m f ed that it\^as 


dangerous foi- the grealeU hsiress ni I,'tune to be so h'tl]^ 

loofoal after. .\nd Ir; had Wondel'ei] w’llefher J’l’ineeSS 
1 » 

CareJIi ii.'uld (‘haperoiK': Uroil.t to the, Callaiii/ettis. It 
Would be the ehild's lirst ]itrl\'. arid d uas iu'poj-tant she 
should appear under go. id an I iiees. 

Princess bar. Ill's nnn.l'ha.l Iweti s.-t g''^'i"!-U hke n ryatch. 

And III iw it ti.'k.il oil rigor.'UyB'. ' Allhoiigli --h.' had ‘ giram 
Ci'sare up’ sic N'.as (pul.' r.a.l\‘ t.’ iVial, ■ i.n.- last eampaign 
against his olelinat.- eehbaew .\n.l tli.' ‘thougln. of littlv 
Ursula's irnniens.’ ‘dot ’ roiise.l in h. r t hb Vtrang^' and ugly 
avarice so oft. n manif. s|.'.| le, n.'h pe.ipl.s Jfe-.i.l.'S, a.s she 
often said ^^ith n dr\' pi, 1111 1 1 \en. ss, 'In fh.’s.- dayc of 
American million,aires lai Itali.an is rich. We arc .all pictur- 
estpic ji.Hiip.rrs rvith lo\a lv.naiia s, trying to jin teiid i\i' can 
affi.ird the necessaries of life, when re know quit'' well we 
(fan’t.’ So Princcs.s Carelli set to rvork with a will, disguised 
under her habitual manner of languid indifference, to try to 
carry into effect the wishes «f Princess Mancelli. 



THE FRUITFUL V^NE SOS 


W nmen^have strange laciinre in tlvir jealousies, '^nnocssj 
MiincTli tad leciki.d rmee on the fair hair, blue eyes, narr^^ 
llgiire-and flat littl- lusad of Donna, Ur\ula, and ift once nad 
known that shecoiilil never be joaloiis of .her. It was as if 
iier body had crii d th'- truth aCiid,,a,n,'^her souLhad at once 
accepted it—on^ttn.- loVk tier of tho b^-^dv. It was the way 
Donna Ursula'# head went into her rack that l^id made the 
Princess know she could never be jealous of her. In that 
straight line thet's was soinething eoMf unimaginative, 
lirnitetl, and hard in a sniiill way ^shleh the Prineets accepted 
at a glance and \\ithout luental jiark v. 


‘ Ccsare* shall* n larry, and Iw .hall marry tlrat doll!’ she 
had saiil ti i le r .elf. « 

At Mrs. •Jshliidge's party slw h.ad looke d from Donna 
Ursula to Do|..r.», .and ah'- li.id fop wilhin le ro lf two ex¬ 
tremes, Tike lle,a»en .aie^lbih she lhouc.dit. She h.ad seisn 
Cesare belonging to th’e ofl.'— .and to the other, iee-fioiind 
and fire-bounJ. .\nd .all th.at \s,as ii^percus ninl all that 
was cioljit within leT h.ad risen up to deeree the fnaniage 

tif the d.ill to the III, an A'.ho*||,ad icj.-eled le i' lire. Fisr the 

first time sine" (.t s.are h, id .ab.a ndo| e d le r sh" fi It aga i n a very 

fairit thriW < if llw /.st of lif" at h'T Iwart. Sh" en—for 

» 

what ^^■|1<1 di'e.anis do not ll.rdi through Hw heart of the 
Wisinan \\ho loa s - h.nl a ijuiel; \isi..n of ('e-.ari.' learmng 
turoiigh Doiin.a Urmia vli.d h" h.ad thrown awav when he 
broke fis Iin Us- t l ,a .M.aneelh. 

*•41 lit 1 tohu' 'S ( 'an fi \Tig'' ■ ! \\ hell T’ri neesd .Af.ain’elh t bought 

of I toll g'es w ft h k'l .a re slie k n e \\ V i, 1 1 I her< ■ Were some things 
which no w.ffdan oi|ght to be mad" to endure, howeea-r much 
she nfay have sinned. And from Ihis time she set Dolores 
apart. ^ ^ ^ 

‘ Anv' eirw but 1). .Ih-es ('aunsmge ! ’ sh" s.aid to herself, and 

• ' ♦ 

mo^t cifteb \vhen slie lav awalm m th" niedit, ' Auk one but 
Dili iTes U.aruisuige ! ' » 

Her* W( iiu.an’s instimd divined the exact truth of her 
lover’s desire.* lb wanted the oj.jiosite of her. Lisetta 
Mancelli. And Dolu-es was Ict oj>posile. ^\■hen they had 
sat together iirthe Pal.a/zo bdbinWshe had felt almost sternly 
conscious ^f the power i.if her natiyc, and of the romantic 
•oftness of Dolores. She had known that she had the strong 
fibre of the rhler. And then had come to her the thought. 
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*^kclt(Tc<i, })it1i:i[is worsliipp' i.l by si r'.'nirHi'f'’ a <s>ld 

S(.-ns.'dii)ti f’d irii[ii d' lii'c h.'id slippi-d Iln'Miiyli her. For sniiK'-- 
tliiny li.id siu'i ly h>T in that niuiui-nl tin- nn'it-cause <*if 

thf rii|itiira Iwt s .saia- and h'I'M’lf. 'J'hi'y ’ivare too 

much akin. In In.lh id tlurn \^'as fha lilirr 'd tlia nilar. 
Her inipsTiit'is sli-i nylli at la-d, had idfiaid' d da' straiigtli in 
IitT I' '\'ar. 1 la had laarnt ti > hati; aaniat hiny that was alnaast 

of hinaa lf whialf la; had dha'. rnad in la r.' 

Sh<; I.ra' V ni nv la a.', mad '-.la' laid ham \\ la'ii sja; huij strivan 
to ruaki; la'i’ vaka hard upon t'a^ai'a’a shoiildai's. 

ran a'ass M ala'alh was si 11 m i s| 1 1 a a is. Sla; laliyhafl at 
uiia-ns, hut thafa \\as'soim thiny In har, fisiin of nld suisd}’ 
iLial inarai I laal da, siiha'h lalarwd in Ihaiii. And Nanna 
fostarad tills sotiiathiny. rniiaaa. Mam alh would lia\'e 
sniih'd had an}' ona hint-d to 1: T li il lyno/ant Xannafsiiild 
]iossdd\' inlluaiiaa lar mind, Jhil oi |l \'.;is. Naiiiia, with 
liar a\'as of a .‘•oj-aara'-s and har hahaf. ,d ’]’i,'isla".'ara, and har 
daap and axalus|\'a |o\-a, inaanl .a y. lod ihal to t ha.lVina'ass. 
s\fid Nanna haljam d jn omans, and mdaad in almost a\'ary- 
thiny that rras aiitiraly unsaianlilia and I hat a.aild na\-ar be 

jii’iwad t r 1 la a I ml h. 

.■\s tha myht of | ha (dainaiaho hrnlya tournaniant fli'i'W 
ado;-,a Ih'inr'ass Mam'alh haaania po^as- d of a aoUN'lal li >11. 

She fi'lt aartain that sha and I)o].>ras v.ould lind t luriisa-h'es 
opponaiils 11 I ha final slruysF' f'''' that jewalon whiah, (.15 
sha had said to Mrs, Fid 11 'dr'a. ; ha had sat Ir r haart. It ,S'as 
a Ijaiiulifnl jawid, a aiiiiiMmlv aut aim rald m a sattmy of jade, 
Vary oriyinal and \'ar\' i;ffaali\'a. Full I ha "‘I'rinca'.ss had 
qualltitlas of ji;\\'als, .hha W'alllad (his Ol'ii; l.iaautise she 
belia’ead that il-^ lo-s to Il.diS’ras nm-'iIiI ba ouiiiious. If she 
and Dolori s fouyht for it, and Uoloraf, won it, that. wouVJ 
be a bail onian for hrT, In the niyht, '^vhaii she <'onld*not 
sleep, she dwrlt iipisii this idaa till it biaeame ahnoyt an 
obsession. .At one niomant sha sasv herself wearifig, the 
jewel. At ariothar it gk .'imad m its lairions r.al e Setting on 
the long and graeefnl m ek of the woman she had begun to 
fear. She resailveei, with d seeret ^'iolenee, tri 'wir^it. 'Sonie- 
times she said to herse'f that probably Dailores Cannynge 
and she would not play against each other in the tournament. 
LaRy Cannynge and her partner might be put out by another 


. 


toil ! .Are you not brirn to vir ld, and tej be 
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pair long fjcfurr tin Imal was machnd. Or she, I^incess 
ManoeUi, uiightHraw an iiupMssil,].■ partivr and bcrlxjat^ 
in the tirsC ganie. The chaijces wrrr jaaliafiS against ]v;v 
meeting Lady Cnniivng<.- ns an advcrsafv. Ne\'erthel'ss 
she felt (]uite ei Hain that 111* lii’-Id, the j*\\'el would 
eveiitually he heHsis n firr and Lad\' ('.-iiiiienige. 

She gathereiy t'>g't In r all her fMi iN- m the V'soF'e that 
the jewel shiadd hr In is, 

Thah she played' hi I (r)' than Lady ('anir».iiye ^he kneav. 
Eut Lady Ca|in\'nge wa', impi'i e. inx e\er\- Princess 

Mane(_-lli was ahlc te tiiaiF that fael . f..r lx l\'.ei[i the ii^rht 
of the Isld/idg ■ reeepi nin and tins niL'Iit ii[ the n iin'iiaiinait 
they plas’ed tee-. I her in ,-i rh* e\'er\' a f I i<nn i.iu m i ine heus.- or 
another. A.*id eaeh afterne.in it s. enn d to tin,- Priiicess 
that Lady (_'anny*ige jdayeil a liith- letter than the- ufler- 
noon hefore. 

Dofore-S, too, wanted to \mL the Jewel, ]f slje did It Sv’ollld 
mr-an a sneers-* lhat she had a el, i e \-ed,^si n i11 11 li i' at \'.hieh 
she had il^linilily amied. ,\ p. ,or htlh- mni ! a po*.r little 
unmeaning sin-eess ! Peihajo ,so. Put it would lx- sonie- 
thing to leaeh an\' goal. .And if e-ei re thing sin- ri idly 
wanted—ifloi’i- in . d( d e-.^s lak' H fi'oin he-,-, 1 h n she- must 
tr;,’ t>i g. t some hlth- thing for herself, .-A’je-'.wl m jade I 
She must try to g t tjiat. 

She did not t. ll he.»hushand of her small amhdioii. In 
her heart, peHiap . sin- was er\'ing ^wer d a-* a niotln-r, 
"ud??4t of In-r child,’ might evy o\-er tin- n..|l-that eoidd 
stay. She feft .Sir ddn od. ue's e. nupLte- s< paration in miiul 
from all (In-A'nings In \',hn-h sin- now (-oiieerneil. .She 
eyen I’elt that \sith e\-| r\^ day In- mo\ed fnithe-r asvay 
from her life. Jlu| she n^-eh- no i ffoi t tei jum him. 

For, often she sepnn*d to lx;- conse-nais of the inoyeinent of 
the 4 urrenl of her jifp, -e-tling away from all that she needed 
irresistibly. 

She t*ri(-d tei put all In-r In.art into hridg*. Sin- Irietl to 
set alf her heart^on that jr-wi-l. 

On the night eif tin- teaunament she eliin-d alone ^vith 
her hu;?band. Then was ncyer at* Jdaseati at night. But 
she dined out very often. She had o^ered neeer to dine out, 
but her husband had begged her to do os she Uked in vrords 
she had not fdrgotten. He had said : 
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‘ Rcl,^embr-r, Dn]oretta, I shall never wish yi‘)U to give up 
^;?_\h:,hii',g that hi'ings innocent pleasure ints) year life, I 
doti’t think I h.i\''- .'inything 'if the kill-j'sv in nw. I know 
you u III lei'staiii 1 tnv 0 (''<;'ii[i:il i. .ns ainl ilutis'S. And I can 
quite realise vhat yeu;-_pl. a, ifi s neoan tn \-(,u. If I cannnt 
always share th' Ml y<.u nni 1 -.a / In \sau'si'|i, He’s a good 
ina n\' yars i if lei- f I lan 1 a n i." ’ < 

^ That was lie- lii'st iinii- Sir ’J'li's .d' 'I'l ■ had sp.d.'en e>f the 

diff'.Teni/e in ths.r ae'i'S as if it iniist sid Ihi ni a[iart Mic niie 

fri'in till'■■ether. 'Ida.' tiainght si,'id thr..ngh the mind of 

I)l ilnJeS. 

Is he g.'M ig tri n lal.M ■ that an —< xei isi ■ ? ’ < 

Tla 'll 1 ill d I Ml ■ I > 1 A S' ina I 111 a.,'.. Tla ■■ a’ sh('‘ had answered. 
' The sea''! .11 i 11 s. .1 .n 1 II‘ 11 \ (T.' 

‘ W la-ri' ai'i' viiii g'iiMg tii-nighl, 1 )‘i|v I'll I a ‘i ’ said Sir 
'Thr-i ah ire, a s 11 a 's s.. I d' e/, n t. h . 1 1 n f r. 
do a I >a i I \' a I I hi l a'. - ( i lali I'a I'el i. .'s, ’ 

diiu li'i'k Si. n;,iglilv siri'.iis, s.. d. I I'n'niiii'd, that I 
faiH'ii 'd'.si .ini■ I ' \ t raI a . 1 n ai r\' nlal f i r iiin d la.' in I la\ iml.’ 

’ N11, ’ s h e s a I d. ^ 

.Sla.' did la.I el .. tn li II him jud I la ii ala.iit tla.' ti.nirna- 

ment. dh ■ . .Iild I hi l il. it sn.-h a pal I rs' a ffal r. 

'Is it til lia'a tag I .a I'I I,-'.-' ’ Sir Tlai'di.n' a'-.le'd, \fith-a 
cle\-er, Imt nf ei.iii a- ulli rly u < h s-. pil I. nipt at seeming 

inti.Ti si I'd. ‘ 

' I hahaVe Sn.’ 


‘ d’lia (uaiid l''nl;a. I 'snp|>.>M' ? 

'Oh vas. Ila 1, g sing'i \ I rv'.'vla ra. Rut he is only in 

Ri.ina* fi .r a f. ut niglil v 

I mat him in tla- (.'ampagna^ 1 .'-da\', nil.ti.ring with the 

little Ri .eaara -1 aie ma'^s . .f i» \ I ra' >gdl nar\' veils.’ 

' He admires la r, 1 la ha\ e.’ * 

■ * * . * 

'I nearly stnppad the ni'diir and lipgij' d her ’to gi’iie us 

the danee of the si'\'an \'ai! , iti that niar\i Ih >iis si. tting.’ 

'■ She rsiiuld lht\'e hei ti dahglitad. And she danees beauti¬ 
fully.’ 

‘ Not so well as Mareliesa-tla nigh,’ said Sir Theodors?, 

mentioning a \'ery jiretty woman ■who had once tirade a 
^ iensation in Rome by„appcariiig as the moon'in a uharity 
ballet at the Tcatro Argentina. 

‘ No. How is Theo getting on with his ferfeing ? ’ 
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‘ Wu^3^^ftllly %vrll f, n' such :i chiM. l-’.rdardi is <lel^htcd 
with hin», but far»t('ifi martial to say sc.' I 

‘ I suppose he will seen lie geing le mlioel, won'i he ? ’ 

‘ To school ! ’ Sir 'rivs.ideri; said, rather sFatply, as if ho 
were .startled. 

‘ Or dries Efliui'mean fe eduraile him ^iit herr' ? 

‘ No doubt he Adi ge to sehed] in England ('virtually. T 
think Edna will be gnid< d \>v me m tin matter, as I am 
Theri’s g*iardian. Itut I la re is ph nl\' ef lim*.’ 

DrF.ires knew that sIm' hud teiielied npeii a subjivt whieh 
already had treiilihal la r lin band'^ mind. Itut setm thing 
in her felt cruel, alid she e, .nimued : 

I am suri? I’r.yaas wmi lU 1 la \ e seiil, ho s( III III a jiublic 
selleel. Ife \»as sUeh ,a thefeligh F li gl O. Il 111 a 11 . ’ 

‘ Franei.e teld m*' ef his wide ewneirmng 'I’la.'e hefrire 
he died,’ said Sir TH' edeia^ ' ^knd ef eniirse I ahall be care¬ 
ful to carr\' them eut. Unl^Tlae is mily nine. Sia. its I 
said liefore, (la Ts- is |ih'nt\' ef time.’ 

There \^^s a sliert silenee. 1 111 ].ires had laalised how 
fond her husband had beeume ef little Tla e, Ians- already 
he dreaded the inenient \vhen the child \'einld leave the 
hi 'iiie nest, itnd ge i iiit I e be yaale, er marred, by I'entaiit with 
others,’* wil h siraiig' rs ah" weiild beciina.' his friends, r:r 
perhaps lus enemies, j.iut lie, in an\' e.ase, must inlluence 
him for geml or fer i^ih If she laid gi'.a n ta r husband 
a Son—ah! la^w different i.c.-errthm^ veiild lr^\'e beam! 
ri(i\\'*d'heedere wmild haw- \\ ersl 111 i^s d lai'as the nietlicr 
of his Son, tlie'gi'.er to him of the*gri*Lt gift la- had always 
I'.ingaal for I Vfie lad'd hi lb 'I'li* e m la r hii .band’s life. 
She Cisuld net ladp it. Ldlaj was litMe Tliee's inetlaT. 

‘What tirnr- de yen e;.. ct te be b.iel., I )i ill ii'etta' said 
Sir Theodore at last., * 

‘ V»rv latay,! thinjc, ^Ve are going te phiv bridge.” 

‘Oh!’ ' 

He Ijerjied hirnse]f to some cl.arer. 

‘ Should you riTlnd if Thee .stayed la rc to-morrriw night 7 ’ 
he said, after a minuti.a ‘ He Cl iiild s|i ,gi m the little blue 
room. 2Ie has “his fencing lessen late, and Erdanli has a 
sort of tournament for his pupils in J:he eccning. Theo ig 
longing to go to it, and I thought it would be better 
il-’ 
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cuursr lot him sleep hero. I —shall loe'o have him. 

k^erhf^s Edna v ill conic too ? 

^ ‘ Oh 11*^,' viid Sir Thoiidnir hastily. 

' Dues 'll'' li'^V' T til Iti'liiv ? 

' She hn'ii't as vet.. Aiie' — sm-II, she tuhl me she couldn’t 
Corns' til I'Ur apartr.ii'nt fur a luno'tniis, Ijssausc of the snd 
UK nil il'ii'S A ’UlU.'sti d \M f li it.’ 

' I niidi'rst.'iiid. Thai 's ss'ri'iiatui’.'d.' 

Th'.'i's was aniither Jlau.'^'', Sir 'I’lii'fidiiis lonke.d across 
the tail]* I wisr' .'it Ills wife, Slic felt csriaiii li'' h.'od some- 
thiiiy in hi' iiiiiid whieh he wish' d to speak "f tn her. She 
dll'! not liiiow what it w.'ia, Ihil she su|'.[i" iil it must hie 
ooniieet'd with the faiiiiK' at Eia'-e:iti. She \vas lieginniiig 
to uiid'Tstand a liltl';' more c.''vv da\'- - S'srnetMi' S it ses'Uiod 
to Ik r evsry nioiii'ait - Ik I'w ooiiecntr.'d' d d'hoodoro was 
hieeonini!;' on tie' ll' inul', kVhaE' '.-ej' h( ainl sh'e iiiiyht he 
talk ill a "I slie kill W Ik' wa 1111 M . 11 I Lt ' ' f til' ill. , \ 11 d S 1 K' f 11 11 y 
real I SI I i I ha t I Ik ' iiH'i'e 'hh' "i |, ,i'i ■ , [i, [ f, ,|' | h,' )i 'H/ih the m'sre 
he \Vi ilild I' e. I I Ik in. Ill I mis Era n ei ''s d- : 1 1 1 1 w ".uld [h i'll a] IS 
nliiKist sei'iii to Th'iidore thi' e'isnt wlneh had yi'isii hiVfh 
to his own re.'il Ilf'', X'll for a I'Tia tmie eniild t liat ho, hut 
Dot 'r'». foi'esa'.s' that il niiaht he a I l,i U . 

.Mthi'iiali .So d’li'.'odoi'e s\id- ntl\ li'i'l ."III' thine, pi^ihahly 
importalil, lliat Ik' wi.li'il In ''a\ iK'^dld imt sa\' it. And 
Uoloi'es put on h'r eln.d, to O" t-v the (■lamareli'I’s, still 
■Wond'-riniiwliat it 

‘ O' H id-niehl ,* TIk I I, ''she Mild. 

Shs' st.1 in such wh}' tli.it it w.is nnphsxitJo for him 

to know that sho wi'h' d liiiii t" kiss ht r. ''jlTdly iinpossiblc 
for him to hi; sin-i' that she did imt. 

t 

‘ But T expi'ct I shall till he up. when you come hirck,’ he 
said. 

‘ I sh'.'ill he \'ory lati', I kiio\>,.' 

‘ \Yh\' so sji'.ei.'dh.' I'lte to-r.iaht f 

‘ W e are In'cmna a, lindge 1 oiirnameiit. And of course 
that takes time.’ ^ 

Sir Theodors h.i'l eoUK.' ipiits eloss to his wife. And she 
believed he was going lo kns'S'In r. But ,■^t her \'rords he 
made a .slight movement away from her. It was very slight, 
but it meant a lost kis.s. 

‘ A tournament! ’ he said. ‘ Well, I hope you n'lay win it.’ 
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As Dolores ^’ent d'i\vn the groit staireasc to get into# he 
motor shc*fclt alrni^st as if the expro-sjiai of her husbti^d’s 
hope had kille(*l tn-v own ih -.io-. 

Did she wish any ItniL'' r to win tl^at j' \'o 1 ? 


(llAl’l’M; XXfl 

Tin; Giarnarelios librd m 1 ti la,',/.. Cliiei I.Mikine ,,n Tiaz/.a 
» , , , , ' 

Coloinia. Tho\- lia^l laiZ' m M'li ean;', and for 

Italians were ri.*li. d'le- I’rineo v, a . dull and Miffor((l from 

e'old,^. And ^the I’rOe'-' ■, 'j^a . a /'i> ea.se, a pialione non 

unnsiial {iniofio Ualiati., dr» \'.a- liandeonie ami smaid, 

and had known <w rr\'ono in Ifoiia; all li'a life, ha'ema Ira-n 

born a Taidmi, aiTil^a ne inb- r of t||,' lAlyri' hraiieh of that 

laid S'ld falni*im faiiillw. And III' had tircn adlniii'd b\' a 

\'erv giaaat por onaeo, a[i|iar'iil ly 'a-illi th'- appro\al of the 

I’rineia, h>‘i had iiillmii/a so ofliai lliat h<' almost Coasi'd 

to eiiunt, So*a [iarl\ in Itala^/o ( hian was an ms nt \^•hieh 

broiiyht ^slial Ha- Ihdir 'Sail'd III' I'liildvom* ' loy'dlier, 

am I nob' a j y who is a a a; id an i m. i tat ion is fi m'd it . 

'bhe ajiarl imaits in Ri'iban pahs'S arc usiialb,' imimaise, 

and the (diainan'li" aiiartin'id was m* e.X's i ,tioif ti. the 
w • V • i 

' genelib'^ule. Mull il mlis of piiiph' wh'i \;'rc not e,.ine to 

pluv in the tiSurnaiiicnt jmt m an a['p'arfims', but flaw wsme 

supposed to keep a\'.aE isliLU'indy from the gT'Sit room 

deeoratr'd \^it[l b'leimdi tap' di^e^ m \^lm■ll th' bridge tables 

were arraiigi'd. d'lie, pla\s.'*s enl' issl thi' palace and dis- 

appea^'ed. rJiih' t tie ot V' r f:m si s dispers< ;l I hroimdi the ro, .ms 

to talk,»'.>r in ;^dLst;gA, Lr-ilt.r.^ Inteni-d to tsi-lii/./r.s Isand, 

wliicli prT^i'iTiied in a paint' d aleo\1' derasrati’d with tlowermg 

shrubs. ^Ilit details of the progn m made in'tln; tourna- 

m.^it leaked out us*the night wi.i'c on, ami the j.layers who 

rvere already put out of tlnr hamiieajr erm rgi d to receive 

consolation* fnga ‘their friendk, from Seluzzd, and from 

an excellent buffet. 

Mrs. Eldridge, w'ho played abominably, being too intel¬ 
lectual for cards^ was the first to com,e out of the sacrosanct 
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ro^i, with her partner, Mr. Belton. And thfy were shortly 
folliwcd by Countess Boccara, in an extremely bad temper, 
wit'I her Grand Duke. The latter personage was taken 
possession of. by his hostess, while the little Countess was 
quickly surroiu^ed by Mixieus veun^f Jiien, full of instincts 
that had surely 'deseeiidi.d fium the Gnod Samaritan. Sh(' 
sal do\wi on ,a hard chair with a gild<V back, and looked 
crossly arseind her. 

‘ Mji" is *geiiie f,, \vin, cara Coii'Lessa ? ’ asked Prince 
Perrefe, \vh'> liad ri'd entered f ir the tilur^iauient. 

, 'Chi 111 sa ? ' returned tic- Ceuntess. esith a coldly bored 
intonation. 

‘ \\'ell, l.mt tell f-is u h" h:» 'dra\Mi Ns lmm ’ said Perreto. 
You Wi re hniioured i.f e.inr-.e 1)\' 

‘ 11 onisured 1 ’ inlemijiteil ('nuntexs Buee.ira, in a decidedh' 
ueid \iil(‘e. ‘ Tin.ie'ine 1 He r —’ 

.'^he jio'ired fi.rlh a ealalugiie nf the (irand 1 tube’s 
mistakes. Ttrliops express:.ci re|ie\.ii her teinirer, for 
she’’ e\'entuall\' b.caiiie a littl.' inure vmisdrle, and 
condescended to satisfv the (Miriiisitv nf her circling 
admirers. 

'The Tiiiiitit'i’ He’s g.it^Marchesa Vern'tti, and Ilere- 
ward and J^rim'es-, B.:irl.iMi ar.- jiarluers. ’I'hex''brut us 
owing to /d.s — ' 'I'he ea I ;il. .gu.', r<;e. i\-ed .mlditiens and 
arnphlleatiims. ' But ef cnurse I,C. tl.a and Imr partner are 
V>imild til \\ I!I, iiih ess Iti'l'ires (.'aiinyiigi' ]ilavs up as she 
never has till m av.’ 

' But wh'i are 1‘heir partners ? Who are their men ? 
exclaimed Carle \'ilah. '('lira C<>fitessai*a llaming sword 
has dri\'en \'ou out of Paradise to make a Paradise' for us 
peiisr mortals here. Be'’m. rednl to us! Tell us what is 
gfiiiig on-’ 

' bhider the tre-e of kiiowl. dge,' iiitfTjected Perrato. 

Vitali looked cross. Ke tried to shine and gfeatly dis¬ 
liked to hast' his eff. ets intercepti'd. He now fel,t that he 
had been almiit t.i say what Prince Perreto had said. Tljat 
this was not tlm fact did not subdue his ill-hurnour. But 
while he cast about for a moi Countess I^occ^ra became 
informing. 

‘ Lisetta hM Verrall and Dolores Cannynga has Monic- 
bruno,’ she said. 
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A H nmeric'cornbat ! ’ said Pcrrcto, pressing his hai^.ls 
together ami scT)arat'ing tham. 

‘Such luck lur lM)th nf tlcin ! ’ Ci'Untf^ss Bucaaril (fm- 
tinuad. ‘ If only I had had MMtitohnitiM nr '\\ai’all, I iflust 
havo wi>n. I play '^V'^v so iniioh l>»ttiT l)"l,ir#s (_'ai\- 

■nyngc, and alnio ,t as \m |1 hs Lis. tta, .|mtr‘ as on my 

g.scid das's. An.l In-niyhl I kti.iw I should liacc^j(.-('n at 
inv vorv bust. I f.'. 1 it. Il is too di-yiisl iuy.' 

‘It is \'.*i]r (j\vri fairit, m\' .Isar t'ouiilo-^,' niurmiirod a 
French attaehc. 

‘ \\ hv ? ’ she d. nian.]. 1 1, lookiiiu into Ins .■\ss, ‘taking a 
header tei^bring up a' c. Mn| ihiii'iit:i’~ an Lnyh^liinan stand¬ 
ing kiy aft.Twauls dooTil.. .1 il'io a fl l< lid* 

Tlic Fr.'U.diin.-fn li. Id h.T .-ns-s for a inoni' nl. 

‘ La join fa^t ji.ruv, » It s our o'.'.n fiiull if Hi. lmj>. rial 
Ilighn .‘ss was not abl.'#o .'0111111 a mi all liis issou to-night.’ 

‘You alwas’s tall: su.di iiiVt iiou-, nsi-, tn rr-h-ft'rr/'V 

eXi'laimed th.- t’ounl as., in a \oiaa fl|o .k.a^p adga of whiah 
began to be *lllll' d, ‘ Fill ha .'a it al 11 1did play his \*ery 
Worst for Some raaoin .jr othar.’ * 

‘ (.)f r.siirse h.‘ did!’ rxalamiad \dt:ili, anxious t.s raguin 
his intell'-ctiiai'] losp ion. ‘ L./rji ('on t. - - a, is it po..il d. - Hiat 
you d^ nftt yet know Inov -disturbing }-<,u ara 

He ^gazpd at lu r s'.agd, \shiah ^^as enanakul bv a gold 
band not ve-rv' much big*gar than a bra.', kd. 

‘ In L ondrin tlaV \\onI(i arr. st \'ou,’ In' hdda.i softUn 
^ W li5*^ ’ asked Loiint’ ss lioaeara. taking anoThar ‘ haad'T.’ 
this tiine,intri \htah’.s bki.'k ey. s. * 

‘ As a disturkfer of tAr jiaac.',’ he answerer!, si.enking in 
excellent Isnglisli. 

Some of the men bggati t-* make sm.all l.e is on lie re.siilt 
of th<; tourifiame'nt. Jv.A-y on.- Mas a^ne. .1 that Frineess 
Mancelli* and \j;iTall, ,or T.ady Caimynge and Monlel.i’nino, 
must proye the ’.vinners, iink ss the e'ar.ls ran in an alt.r- 
gether e^traordinarv warn 'rie.- gn al ej'i"stion •^vns ivlH.-thor 
M,ontebruno’s known tkill would eounterbalance Frineess 
Mancelli’s superiority over Lady Cunips'iige'. IMe n the 
discussion ^.'as (jt it’s liaight Ci'Sffre Care'lli came into the room 
fdono. He had just arrived. Couiite"?;! IJoccara saw him 
at once, as »he aaw at once rrery young man wb« wuxto 
within the range o*f her vision. 

i m 
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.Cesara, come here ! ’ she commanded. 

^Wliat is it, Contessa ? ’ hsIcsmI Cesari*, bonding to kiss lu r 
‘^\ith his air of stosncj and manly prihtcness. 

‘'■iVlin-li sv.,iiil(l vuu b< t n|iMii to win tlic bridgo tisiiriia- 
ni< nl, .ho' f ta j^nd 1 1 all. or y.^riif'S C;uin\'iig<.‘ and 

Maliti'lirallM. '' ' • * 

Slif Ii^ld Iwr ])ri'tt\' Ip ad diybtlv oin 'Ap' side. Thera wa, 
an alni "4 up inlao’dda- a’-;! n , ■ ,ii of nn-aliicf in Ipt lifll" 
sliaria I ail fn \a'|iai-, faar, wlnali Ipaaa'IiM.kad tllaMghtfnl, bill 
ri'\a H i| J d stM|i|d. 

'I'll'* "f III'- IIP II livi'd I IpaiO'lss's "ii ('< sar's 

V • , 

'N 'ill kil'iW ll'iW Li'.i'lla |ilai.s-.,’ ('iilild'' - [I'iee.ar.a ipM' d. 

V'".,’ sal'l (''«ara aalniU'', ' Mnt I di'ii't lapasv 
Cannx'ny' g 'Iip'.' 

‘ I'ut sina la liasaTid '.'"U a',,.* \'.illi Ip'V ? ’ 

\iip \' r.’ 

It d'l' ai’t rnalt' r 1 W lipdi \'.lll V'ill li' t 'ill? Wd; ai'a 
all lia'.dng iiiir liyl'^ \\ae'aa. V,.ii laN'jiii'a \mIIi iipa’ 

• 'W liS-'lPil d\ liat diall ll bi' V ' 

(d'liiit'os Il'iis'ara I'l'ila'd -o'. r"nnd, I a i s'-a if a'J 

tip' iiP'li \sira aji|i|'' I'lal ine Ipi' i i i i al i i ' f. 'J’liat snina 
Miigkl ai.n-id> r ll I'i lii' in bail l;a.ti' dal iP't triaubl'p iiar 
at all. 

' 111 ])r"|)iisa lip- I'liip-. ! ’ --lia su'd in a iiioinant, turning 

again tn C'" an:'. 

' ()li W'' ! It i- T' iv \a ill lii I'lp K i .1 tip lit, 1 am nre'iiarai^ 
til fall in with wliab'd.i'r | il'i i| !■ i-a I \a.ii liia!.-'.’ 

‘ Xo, ii'il I aiii'sii'f; Ilf .'d'.N.'ias liaxing ni\’ i’«n \s'av. I 
wish \'i ill to sii gg''-t a 111'I 111 IIP'.’ '' 

' If I dia Villi will be lia\'ing,Viaur ia\\li a.'is' dnei.' np>re.’ 

‘ Ifisw tii'i'siiiiic yiiii ara I I ,'.^'i'll //'/a I" lia\'e your vay. 
Bat (ill wlii''|p'\a-r eiiii]'!'' yiaii i'.\]i'kl tj. win.' 

' B'ut if I dmi't kiiii\'. an\ lliing .'Jniiit Igalv CaitTiynge’s 
game ! ' ■ . 

‘I’ll I'll yiiii. .Shi' plays abnut li lliird k. ss's^elJ than 
Liscttu.’ 

‘ I was nlwa}'s a alas-ii', ipwcr n matlp inuticiaii.’ 

Cesarc had assuiiiaaT nn exprassion almost jes mischievous 
in its masculine way as the Countess’s. 

‘ What have mathematics—— ? ’ sh« be^an. . 

But at this moment from the bridge room came Princess 
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Bartoldi and Aertwajd Arnold. Countess BoccaTa tunned 
eagerly to^^rds thefti. 

‘ \l'ho beat you ? ’ she said. 

‘ Lady Cannynge and Montebnino,’ said /he Prin/css, 
with a smile and , I'liaruiing g^turc v^iieh seamed to 
^ay whimsically that shc'had rm nmre'to expect from 
fate. 

She passtd on, but Arni.M, ('xisting lu^ mon'-taelKj with 
a hand that looki d Ind'and anu' ">', ''lud : 

‘ Lady CannyiMjo is plasano* like-- Ic |iaUM‘d aht^iptlv. 

' C'linme le dial'b’ ? ’ Mice' 't- 'i I*' rr' to. 

' Lixacfjy ! I n< \' r kii'"-'- li r ]hi\' l‘■.Mld 1"' so y .h m 1 it 
is tis-niyht. M< III ti I y i 111' >, 1 1 li»l II ''hi d*t ' rmi I 111 t ii ill, nnist 
ha\ e inspir' d h' f, W'' hadn’t a '-liana's And e'-d tie- cards 
were with us.’^ 

He starml at CoiinPi--.. H'*‘rar,r lait it was c\id'-nt that 

• * 

f' ir ' inw' hi' did 11' it S' l- In r 


■ I’l'l’lnyis if I lia.'llbl 

foir l l'-a\ •ii’s -,a!o- d' ai't yi''' m. a, list ' .f all \-'Siir niistahiss, 
4Jcri-ward ! ' s|i<- inti'rrii|it''1. 'N'Ca, C'-sar'-! W’lmin will 
you biai.'k ? 

■ Thi- C'lnt'-ssa lliint.-. ^^an'■'lli an'! Mr. \'<i'rall 

must VinV int';r|io 'il \'itali, sp-akiny t'l ('c.,af'- alm'ist in 
a w hi-^-ier,. 

H'- iri'-niit to yi\i' r.-ir'lli a Innl what to d'l in or'l'-r lo 
pilcasc tli's C'Siinf'-.-. lint s||i' ' i\i-i li'^ii-'l him mi'l i-x- 
clairncdT 


1 )on’t inh-rfi re-, t'a ih ' ' 

fh.it Cesar'- had i-'-'-'-i'. ■ <1 Im '-vi-nscjo dn what ■-'-'-|•<-tly 
he wished to d", an'l In- yri|i|i- -J h . 

‘If you think (le-.Ihims* and*\'iia|| must smii, ('"U- 
tessa.i he murmur'il,» wil-h pt nth- ami^ihility. 'I \sill b'-t 
against ffiem, of,e"urs^-.’, 

' But I-,-’ 


' I wilLbet you a hiindri <1 hr'- to fifty, or a riiou-aii'l lire 
terCi^'e hundred, that Lai.ly Cannyug'- and Montehrunn win 
the prize.’ 

‘ I never said I* thought Liietta dould win ! ’ said the 
Countess almost viciously. 

‘ ContessaJ ’ a small chorus of protest anssc. 

‘ Will you, ral^p my bet ? ’ said Cesare. 
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J Very well ! A thousand to five hur/dred. But T 

naer-’ 

vCantcssa ! C'ontpssa 1 ' said the chorus, almost bouclu 
fcr^ih, and led lo' rrTn tii. 

‘A thonsruiil to fu.-c* hnndoil that ^T-ady Cannynge and 
>h pfjt'hruiio an-'lln; wilin' r> in 'he final ! ’ said Cesarc, in f! 
firm aiH^’1 riexjiriw-.i\e sniee. 

And hof'pre the ('.iiinl' ^s CMiild say anpitla r word, he turned 
and \v'alkod <LS'. a\’. ' 

‘ \^'ial a rnonl.p \' de' is ! ’ Iw was tlniilrjng. 

Did she realK siiyi'et hi, SP ef t ? Ih’ did Hot feel SUre 
i.if that. Ifis ■! 1,1 1 1|sill' oiih' etii ssi'd that ho adnnrod Lad\‘ 
CannviiL'o's a|i|)o;i,';,anei-, and<h,idiod to^find out if thore was 
anvtliiny !>■ hind Iht g'l'•'S. Ho had fi - i*, sm earofiil, had 
held his doairos, his [la'.aioiis, si/tiyhtly in ]e;|sh. But oh I 
thoss’ eiii'a' d wate.liing o\-o*- of ! 

' lie eiifi red a small, oiil \ory hia'li and eireular 
room, vhioh ^ iisod h\' (li.in larofip > as a .srnoking- 
roiiTii. d'lioro was nohodN' in it. He sat (U-wn and lit a 

I 

eiirarol to. 

'I'his otoriial 1 uud' noi ! Hu ho e fi t T)i ihsros was aeciimu- 
latiwg in it as tfio nmii' y a minor aoenfmilates duriny 
a long minnrit'.n llo ep.m|i,'ir' d his soeu ey witlf what Iw 
hellos 1 11 to he the almost hlaf.inl, imliff' reiiee Ijo o^piiiion 
Ilf Sir Tfioi m|p .m, and it so, niod I" him that ho was as delicate 
ns .Sir VlesMtir,' \<a, ind'lrsato in aolmn.' Why was heso 
nstmiind? ' \\-as ii fr,>m f sir of J.is, Ita? \\h.^ wolild 
she— ^^hat eoiiM slo- u, > if tm slmwiil his lore for ahrither 
Wpiiiiaii','' Ih- kii,o\, .'Is li<‘ ',,'il 1 li, rh aloii,', tleat something 
in 1 ), 'I aos li:id iii giir, d his eanI mn, tie- 1 , ,ng n'straint which 
was 1m ginning h, ti.rt-unr hi,s Ii, ry, n.-diire. .S,imething 
deliis'it,’ ami mysf, ri,,iis in In r |ihrs,giality had made Ifim 
very d'lnml,, \ory s,'er,‘t m I'p lalnjii, t,> hgr. He"did not 
think slm I'lVi'd him. .Vfti r his exp, ri,-1100 wit.h Princes.s 
M aneolli In . alnnist ad,ir, d tin' soft .al,>,,fness of, Dolores. 
It se-t a t.'Lsk h, f, him. H had to uiidln-r. The morality 
of the whole guoslnm diil in-t trouhle him at all. To his hot 
bl'i'sd it seemed rjuite unnalural that a w,gnah' as young, 
and as beautiful, a,^ Dohares, should li\'e a Issvcle.ss life. It 
was her right to have a lover if her husband fieglected her 
for another Vrmman. 
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r ^'er 

i;in a 
ilrm.ist 


Evety one l^^iew that Sir Theodore’s motor was for 
traversing<be Cainfiagna to Frascati. 

And now, this moment, ‘ rnannn.i ’ }»egan once (Tg.| 
matrimonial cangengn ogainst him - ('■ sare ! .It was alf 
as if she liad dis’ineft J.!ial lier s'sn’.f Ic art Ij^d tlxed* itself — 
'Mie wriiild ha\'e said ’ agai^i ' — on a niaTrfed \soinan. She 
was there to-niglit nvith l)'ihna Th aila. 

Cesare rmas’ed i'estle.>^l\', kiioeta d tie- a'h off his cigarette, 
threw one leg across the otlc r. Ilow he long. d to Inyst all 
the bonds of eti(|iy-I t e, ,.dl t Iw-ei raiab, ef cn \ ■ n t m, t cat eh 
up l)<dores in his arms and ean'\' her a\^ay from tlie watehmifc 
eyes, fror^i cverybo(1\'. 'I’he I’onlme Mar.lie,, eaine tx.fore 
his imagination, th*- add, tf»' di mIm Iplaces, tlw river 
nnsuth, the loni^ seashore. He loswd tie- opi n. d'o have 

it—with D< ih^res ! 

Would she beat Lis^tta 

He too, like Frinei ss M aneilli. began to tliiiik of that 
eomliat of cards its straiige|\ importanl, ^>eg,an to f./el ns 

if its result w*uld be ominous. If 1 >o|or< s won, then Lisetta 

• # 

■•C-is con<iuere(j, Was slie- not .alr' .adN' eoiiipierisl bv Dolores 
in amsther battle? For Lnofi.a h.ni fought for his hrart, 
had fought lil:8 a tigi'e-,. to l-asj, him. ^ 

(^uite ?inipl}' ('e-^,,are ae|.no\\ |. dg' 1 in hii thoug ht Kii 
supreijie value in the lif*i of Lisclla. lie ^vas not spi.ciifiit.’i 
conceitcil, perl:a|i-, but In* knew ver} well th.it m 
c^i'sidi.Tcd him 111 
aesirabh^ He \\a‘ 


tin 


iiith. streiig h. Vigour, attract 


>t me 


d t. 


sort of thing’in hi- 


\'iew Was unman 


.^If-deprw'iatioii. 

h', ^ir 



ThSt 
was (|uite sure 


that a great mane' \V(iiiii.-n in Ivoine soer'^t 1 v wantei.t him. 

He set 1)oIores a|iart from ^11 lie 'SC Women. Tie los’ed 
her, but unit because »shi' ha*l clioshn him out, liee.ause .she 
had meant Wnin to In',!' iter, because sly^ had wanted him. 
He had ^o mal;^- her ,want him. That was partly wdyv he 
loved her.. 

Soon the Roman si asrm would be o\ er. .\11 flu sc peO[de, 
w]|o now Were crowded togother in Rome, would disperse. 
Where would Dolores go ? Ami where Sir Theodore ? 
Would the*6unyner be his —Fe*sare’s-V.pjiurtunity ? Tliat 
was what for loijg he had been secretly hoping. And lately 
he had heard a rumour that Cannynge was trvdng to get a 
villa for the *6utnmer at Frascati. If that were true then 
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suiT'lv hi'^ r>p[:M>rtunity rnu^t CMme, uult.'Sb ^ady Cannyng' 
coi|>enti.'d t<,i y'O to I'l’.'iM'ali far the vtlhrjiiviiiiro.f Aiid tlial 
wainyaiv than anv winiiaii, willi i-\-eu a traea of pride, would 
eoii^ lit I a d' I, ha MIp] I' ' I 11, 

AVaiild Ilia ^iin(ii 1)* I a \ aural da ^ \\ railrl Lisalta ba 
baatah '! t'av,-ir,af, p willuri linn'll at raiiy axaitauieiit. ulnia'sh 
bavish, Vliiah Ilia I'litrsaid mall did iiat 

A frialid af Ilia aallia llila tl|a MI |al. 11 1 a'-raa|ll. Sat dawn 
mill lallvail ta llirn. Sim.11 aflaia\ard'. la ya1 U[», aild aliCa 
iiiai'a »iini'd t ha ar.a.S'l ill Ilia amta ..f dra\'.jii;]-ra. .ms. 

It rsaa aa| tiller lull n.i ,,||.' \',aiil a\\a\. It seemad ati 

iHidairsl.1 Ihmo that a\-ar\d mi 1 \ Wallin await tha ra.Milt of 

f 

tha 11 IIInlaIIa iil, , , ■ 

Mal'a pla'.'aiw had i-aiua alll fraiil tha bridoa vaaiu, I^ra'S- 

entlv tha ruiiiaiir \'aap abi.ut th'./-'i I ha /nlal ■i'.aa an, and that 
it lav bat wai n Frii la. ■,> Ma< la. llj mid \ 'Trail. Lady Lannynya 
atid Ml mill nil la I. 

'I’ha httli wi.rjd a.ilhiTad 111 Ilia (datnarahii apartniant 
jU'ahssrd H kaall a >; a | t a H 1 a I I t , alld ' O mpr, , | j, ' JiarluipS 

lj\’ I 1 li'ir I l\^ 11 pl'afasslall, | 11'a a'n 1 I\' 1 ) i C a ll 1 a p. I 11 11 II a 1 y U1 1 aT- 
est' d in, iwam axaita,] .■dmllt, tha Vi suit. I’llaa. wha had 
inada waLl'Ta prat, ndad hylitj',- tn Irauihla fmi tliair inaiiey. 
Siwa-ral Sal"? \a.nny nan \'. la. alnne’ t.i llaar mii.'.II iiieans 
b(.a;an ta faal raalb, anxiaim. Vial t'asara, daap dawn in his 
In^jirt , w a a m 11 a 'a 11 1 ra I ai 1 I III tha I > 1 1 1 1 11 , 1 1 a ii 1 Ldi ha was ] u'cteiid- 

iiry ta *-alk la Ironna Liwiila M. ml aliri.n", haauny b een 
Cajitui'i'd li\^ III-. iiialiaT i)nila a]. arl\ and natni'allw 

lie did rial a.ara fiT Ilia littia tiling. Ib rlilaii |a freshness, 
la r doll-Ilka daini iiia-M. did Hat at I rai f him. ' Arid her nhnast 
haral ,>alf-|ia.,s(w-|i III aM.inaii la him rapallanl. But there was 
an add littla ilatarniiiiatlan atiaut la r \shiah prevented her 
frami bi iny a nabaiL', iwrn in his mms. She sea.meil to him 
riaith'T Italian nail' Aniariaaii, but a alall a\itlpiut natiamahty, 
who, haiwever, kiiaw har a\v n \'alua, .and. naf in. a avlmlly 
vulyar sjiiriL waiiM praljaliK' um' ler knawledye to gain 
anv little ends sha miwht ehanae to haw' in view. That Jjie 
might be one of tham did imt trouble him. She was a doU, 
and he w'as a stramg-man, who had last and regained his 
freedom. As to hi.s mother, she had tried to make liim 
marry before and she had failed. 

Schizzi’s band played better and better, and Sehizzi him- 
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self was indited hy clianipagiK to be f'T\eiit on the |ie>liti 
as only Jie c<->uld be. But peu])le were elistrnit. ^b' Nj 
wanted to kAow the r- ^nll of the tonriianieiit. Anti § waT 
nearly two o’clin k ia tli<‘ niorning- 

' I can’t stay an'j t - ii_c i',’ ol .M iaV'I I’m w. ns Cai'oUi, looking 
elark and wary, aief liylHly di'a\'> mg i|. .n«i n her Hat iioatriB. 

‘ Ccsarc, do go .'iiij .e-.t; foj' tie- mo|.,r.’ 

But do.',n't lloniia I’rmlo I .j for tln' noult ? 

he eaid. , 

He knc w \shat gi'llmg l|j.' iiio|,,|' |t ,v 111 -, inoth(# ' 111 Id 
mean, yn'olmbly*Ht lo;r-,l |i:,||' nn hour's ho',, nug m tho ha^. 
Princi/ss t'ai'^lli esfi'. foarfull\' 'do\\ m nil le i'| ii oc,hngo 
She worTld b, in tho cheilvrayin for h niinuland 1 hon 
Would liiid last, or, Is t,, sny g, miiuiiiorabl,,' frie-inls at the 
top (jf the stairs, ]us,^i:iM'^h tlio b,,tt,>ni al-o, 

' I don't iTiind,’ i,'4urii, d Tie- i^il, in a '/old s,,pi-:ino \micc. 

' ^Vhat do(‘^ it malt,'!' \\ ho wiiT, ' N'Sio of us \s'ill g,,! tCat 
jewel.' 

C'r'sarc loijn d d,>t.u at hor aliicisf shinlN with Ins lai'gc 
blaAk e\'os, l),iiina bl"'.illa l'fiimo,| hi. nl.'iln',', .\nd he 
Yhollght til'll h, r blinhl bins- rvr-., lla,He'll 11 1 ' \ [ il',' o -1 \'c 

coinpari'd n'.iWi most p, ..ph's l,,,,l.'d i,l,lly a rbiki'ar\'. 

A siglili^i shal'p anl.'oSiiu in aguiol llio lA I h' liari'ow- 
liinbeel croatui',' was b,,rii in him. Bui ho ,,iil\' ^aal ; 

' [♦will fi'li'ii \'our f,,,iViian, mamma. .\u,l thou 1 must 
liiiel Couiite's" Bo*'oar.i. Sho and 1 lla'^l'•a b,'l on Ui,' r,'sult 
■erf the t^irmpnont. S,T w,' .a ro not ab|,^|,. b,' --,1 disinterosteel 
as yen ami J)onna I'isula.' * ^ 

' But suri'bv' ^iii caudal:, im to tho m,,to]',’ bi gan I’rinei-'ss 
Carelli. drtmsling out hoi- \'oiid^. ' (',,nnt'ss ItiM'i'aia 

At this moment I le ro \‘,^s a slight stir. Tho band had 
ceased playing. 

Is itjinisln'd saul siane eine. 

‘ 'Who has evoii ? ' ,s;u,I :m,,llior. 

Then sJ'Tcral \'isie'i,'s, s[M'akmg togotlioi', exckiiiued ; 

’ \Vho*lias eson 

*'rhere was a general nioNoment, in ^^hleh Cesare found 
himself, quite natrirally, separnted by two or three people 
from his mother and Donna Ursula. ,lle then began to 
increase the ^p;between himself and them by liis ow'd almost 
instinctive ejertiotis. Very soon they were out of his sight. 
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He Ii|lt that, perhaps for the first time in his lifeyhe had failed 
lin eolrtesy towards his mother. But she ii^ally madden¬ 
ing slmftimos, with her plans and her meagre pints. If only 
she r^mld l ave him alniie! Suddenly he was couseiniw 
of nil almost hot anger ag^tinst her sueh ly: he had never hit 
befiire, and had usoot llimiglit t* ferlT It replaced soini'-- 
thing that,'had hi;en u (piiel ;uilusennait iij his mind. 

Ih- \santeil to lie h t aleiH'. After all his \( ars of elrise 
bondage surely he liad a riehf to guvcru hiimelf and his own 
life, if iicil\- fi ir a hide w laha 

^ He loiilo'd as'.'ay to the h ft and saw Dolores at scime 
di^taner eoniing do\\l\' in hi^ dii'eelioii) And at eince he 
kleos that die had \vi iii 11 s' ie, I. <■ 

i d <• 

She loi.ked ralher tii'd, aial there Was m,her fare a sort 
rif strong e\aate|I|i 11 1 , coiil I'olh d,^^ liieh made h(;r more ex- 
prs-ssis'e (aaii than m iial. ,/ldit wa^ a lilth’ red in her 
elieii.;s_ her loi'g e\o s \s i.'i'e' s h I I’l 111 g and her lips smiling. 
\ e't t esare tlioiiehl, as he lool.iil at ley drawing slo\siy 
neari^r and speaking to jieoplo li,Te and': here. Ip- had ne\-er 
bidoi'e Holes d ho',\ pafle lie'leT e\S's and le r lips naturally 
Were, 'riiers' was sometlnng ahiio'.t ehildidi m hoth, laoaT 
at tins moms'iit. lb' bad le-ard p'opie in iinan soeeAv 
say that she t', as ge| I mg to looi, hard, and add t hat ;,io ijouht 
her hiisbated s desoteai to tlie I'rasS'ati aao/iige aceriunted 
for that fa el. I tu t iio w lie said to h n n o - I f that 1 )o|i iri.'s siever 
Ci.iuld loig, I'ealhr hard. As she eanie le ai'cr he saw that she 
was wiariiig 'lie- jev/. 1 set m jade. •Montebruiio -v^s elo.'W^ 
behind her. 

h'esai'r' made hi'-, way to'.Mirds her.l 

' I ei iiigratulali.' \’oii on voiir triimi|ih,' le* sael. i 

As lie saw the shall 1 gh uh of the eiiieraki at her throat, 

‘ f , 

a.gain he felt as if this \aetory wepi^aii omen. 

I had Marehese' Montehruiei as m\' partner,’ Dolores 
answered. ' I fn l it is ahsuril for me to rceeivc congratu¬ 
lations.' ■ . ' 

‘ liut you have been playing woieUrfnlly to'-uight, I 
hear.’ 

‘ I believe I did phir my l>est.’ 

She'glunced round. Montebruno was farther away now, 
speaking to some friends. 

‘ Marehese Montebruno had an ixid influenegj’ she said. 
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People, fceir curiosity satisfied, were beginning quickly 
to disperse. ' , ! 

' In whal way ? ’ Ccsare asked her. 

Dolores lowered her voice. ^ ^ 

' T felt as if he wished me nrit^o win althe)Ugh,he was my 
partner, and tliac fnade«ine play my viirT bei.t. lie roused 
my lighting sjdrjt.’ * 

Ccsare fickcal at the twd mi ^pnfs iti laT cheeLs. 

' Yoq have a tlgljiiig spirit ? ’ he said. 

' It seems so. I scarcely hni w I had I dl ti i-nigli^.’ 

There was a’siiimd in le r pr had icit heard I'lefiare. 

‘ But did MentePrund jTiy h.adly then ? 

' Ntf Th.' cdiiMn’t. Birt^ 1 think he tri'sl td,’ 

He IddkecU at T'T in sik nee. I’.ahajis sdiiictlmig in his 
eves made In-r cdntinie^al h'T i]uiekly, 

‘ But 1 fniistn’t ^iv Ih^e uU-nrd tilings. You v.ill (nrget 
them, I kieov.’ 

' When ? ’ . 

‘ N' nv, jah sasc ! * 

‘ They are f. .ry ittcii.’ 

Sdini.' rua:- spdl.c td h'T. She turned ^l^^'ay smiling, and 
vas sep:ira4cd fi'dui him li\' p's.pld \',lid cams' up Jd Cdu- 
gis^t iil^t c her. .'X n li I ml c affi 'PN'. ard s Im a\s' l>inci' Maneadli 
savirig gi uisi-hyc t- 1 Brinci ■ (, amlarelm. She, ti .d, as smiling 
an^ \sas talking \riAi,licr usual edm[i|etdl\- srlf-jidsss'sscd 
animatii ai. >u iiilchriind \sas miw cki-*.- Id her, kinking Cdld, 
\vear_\^ a plan \siticNit Ir'pd iip rc.ii* ('.■ afi- ga/,ed at him 
rviih a ne\s', ulnid.t liard int- i. ^\\a^ l.ady Cannynge 
rigid ? llas^Mdiitc^rmid vsr le d td hring akdiil her defeat 
in the Hiin nament, and had his in .1 ifiet i \pa^smn fdp cards, 

his mstmelive skill. I'eru ing td tv cdntrdllesl, assertesl tlis'in- 

• . • 

seha-s 111 dppdsitii.ii t'vhis de'^l^e ? 

Prqieess-Mancelirsjidke t., ]tdldrcN.'took her hand, presssai 
it, tiiriis'd ffaind *td gd arvay. Mdiitetiruno jdined her. 
Just as*Vhe Prinei.'d vas nearing a great ddij-way vlueli led 
into u'furtheT d.^'-Miig-rddHi thidiisdi srhieh s|ie had td pass 
*to go to the eldakrddiii. she' kidkeil Pdimd and ne t Ci'sare’s 
eyes. linniedia+rlv she stopped, 'and 1 h ckdri-d tm him, 
making akso*a little eharaetcristie ludremeiit of ller head, 
C-e-sare went to her. Monte-bruiid gkaneed at Cesare, nodded, 
and walk^,v(fry slowly on. Cesare took the Princess’s 
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hand and bent over it. He seemed to touch glove with 
\tiis liik 

Vi‘ I iret<Countoss Boccara as I came out of the bridge room,’ 
the Pr\ wcrss said. 

' ’ said (de-are, rneeling her pierein|g eves steadilv. 

‘ Siie me ymi were kind amniadi to hat a tliousand 
lire to hw hondred ngaiir-t me. I only wanted to thank y<in. 
. Goeid Iiioht. (’arelli.’ 

Slie sjiok'- ii,' a ninnii'iti.iiiol 'Diis;. And fes she 

tini-lp'd iji-alniig -Ii'' a'a'Se him a lillh’ faniiliar smile, and 
left him. II e saw h' r aii Mmil■ I>nnio in 1 hV fnrtlieT rooin 
and walk slnN'.h- aw:i\' \'.ith him. d'h'V d,'a|i [h arid in the 
vista of dra\s niL'-i'M'>nis. Ce-are st'Hid f.n' .a nnnnte looking 
after tliMii. 

' h'onld I.isr'lta hate na' ? ' In’ th> 'la'lit. 

Tiiom.-nt afl I r\Mird as lie wV'nl to ‘iia.l his ne ither, he 

thoiiedit : 

‘ Iti.K.s she hate na; ? ’ 


CHAPTER XXni 

WiiKU Dol dn s start'si for Paia/./o Barberini it \s-a.s between 
two and three ei’eloek in the' morning. Sir- did lasE know 
she was tind. .Sh<' w a- strong! e\ei I' d, end h' r exei ten lent 
shed thr< >ngli IcT a S' irt d fe\a ri-h hf< , w ha-h made the dark¬ 
ness, the inijitiiiess, of ships .'ilni'ist nndniost hour seem 
vivid and strang' lv inl' ii-e. Sir had done ssh.at she had 
meant to do. Slie hadwvon. Tlw jrwd ih.at was the symbol 
of heT tnuniiili was on her las'k. She ^allied off her long 
glove, pnt nji Ina hand, nnfa-teni d la r eloak and felt it. 
When she' got into 1 hr Tiiot'ir she had turnejl off the dectric 
light, Now in the darkness her tmgi rs elasjied tightly over ^ 
the emerald and its setting r.f jade. IIow hard jeavel and 
setting "^re ! She theinght they felt ugly. Cut she kept 
her tingCTs upon therii. And, almost immeeliately, their 
hardness made her think again of Montebruno. W*hy had 
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she told C(^r<? C ;ir< Hi cf her about Mont<i:iruno 

in the tfUirnaTni’ift ? Sli>' kii'-’vv le’ wmiM neeoT let^afiv oi^' 
know what "b hi- had aaid. It dill nut ociair to In# fora 
moment tn dnubt hiin. X' \a rl h'-l'as she ^^■as angn' with 
lieTseif far li.a\'iiiL 4 s^"!,eii tu hiin*niiLai.ii i!a<!ly. Ilut in her 
prior little trinnipli sh-' Fiad foil (Ire.adfiilly alopr. In the 
bridys' I'oom it li.*id -e. ni' d lo hor som, inu'o as-^f she- were 
fiyhliny n"t onlv li> i' ml'. iT-arn ; lail al ,o le-r own [lartner. 
And \\ li*n she and 't! oi, f. 1 ii u no had on had die m Ijisaton 

three peoph- ^.S||o had f- h a lialdle .. Ill hiT \ielory Until 

she hud stood li'.’ ('o' ai'.a And tie n- 

The motor si I .p[ W al I n id' 'F J I e a I eade of lie' palaei a 
s\s I tuh as a \'. r n t,l I p lie' an ' I si oi,(■ ■. I S 11 ea a ■, aeeol ei] I Sillied 
by I he foot niaTi iio le ld hi I h' ' 1 . el i |e ha'hl , die nonilered 
W het her 'rijei M lore r. ■-i ilo*>^'e a'.'.ala' and l.lesv',' of ler lati' 

return. .Siie'i' he h:td oi'-i* n^ittoiny oiil, and ale- had yt'iie 
out so null'll, I h< laid 1 1 aOI n I ' ’ | 'laa I py pa l.a I e I eal To. ii ns. 

[t disturbed hmi*\'.^e ii de' eane' hael, II r.' I lie in tie' ^iiylit, 
alt 1 eai pd 1 1 e »[ le \a r 'a. e n t to la d ^a rl_’. . She had heen the I irst 
.o snpyeat the new a era 110' ne nt. And 'de- had done this 
V''cause ale- had f- ll :m if The'-dore \'.|.,le d lo d . il, hnt Would 
lot for fear hull Ills' ler r»ilms,'o Ih' had ^e-aant e,^ hut 
dme^st Ss if i s 1 1 lel a 11 11 .^le' lleaiahl lied hi'i rehielance 

had C'snie from the fa'iA that 'he leid tal.i'ii the uiltlallN'e in 
the niatteT. Mill shs' wa* led ipnie '.uii^ 

Perhaps she' 5sa'' ijileiiiiiied led^to lie^cjuiti,' sure of 
that. 

Af the footman put, lie' k. v into fffe front doe.r of the 
ajsartinent slesTeinemh' i-d a iiia'ht '.'deiii sle' had ssit sv.aiting 
for her Jiml la re I, had ealh d oul lo him iln'eetly he entered. 
Iriciw long ago lhal •aei ne <4 ! lie' ih'iir shut laehind her. 
She ■^'alkei.k tow ariM Uep tie, | room. , 

She (Jiauld *li;i\-e g;yi»eil il sMllemt g'sing into tin' green 
and red elfa\a mL'-i'oom, whieh mljoini d le'r husliaiel s viitmg- 
room. s^nd she had meant t'l do si, ^^hen sle' eanie into (lie 
h|ll. But now shie pausi a I at tie' turning ed the wide eon idnr 
close to the entranee t" the reeepfion ro'sms. Sles felt aa 
if her htisl^and*was still up, and was md in his bednwra. 
After standing still for a moment it seemed te, her that she 
knew he wa 3 ,sittii^ up. And, with a mind peculiarly alive, 
she recalled mia| manner at dinner, her conviction that he • 
’ h 



raE FRUITFUI, VINE 


_ had Itid sciini-lhiii^, ]iri)liably im]Hjrtant, to sn^^to her. Hf 
l|ad iL t ^aid it. \V.us he sitting up, perhaps, in (.irdor to tell 
it to lyr iiiov ? *■ j 

Sli'A^uriP'd .'inO'iv fi-Mtii fl|(; e..rrid"r, and niadi- Imr way inla 
the yri I II Mild Y'A di'aw ii/y-i'""iii. As ,s|it switehirl on the 
r-leetne liy'yl IIm' painted cy^ s id Mi'- laaileieli priftruit met 
hers, 'oitli',1 sernliiix’ tlial M i ni'd li'I'l-r, ' The' snaky veins 
on llii' alni'iT tra11'.pai'i 111 fi-nipl-s Imdied di'e'adfully alixa/. 
She- w at, aliii' I d' sta rl t d I 'V this < T 1 ii la li. w Iji im' int" 11 '‘ct was 

I • 

jire'se'iit' d liy line y- iiin^ Ilf 111'' (lainti r lil.i' y wi'ithiny fnrei- 

tlfk'Ul fl'i 'III Ilia 1 1' 11 ii 1 ' d ha da t t ly a el i: an a T ' ' t alia lO'S. ^Yhat 

(lid lie ex ant ' d In i' Y ( >r - - v. hal did ln‘' t liinl: al h ait her evith 

his ]ali|i'^aly aeill i- I’ld Iiiilnl ? ' 

She' pasai'd him, aliinid dra\'. iiier InT al;irt< ux'.av, ojicneel 

the diiiu Ilf InT lin-,liand’a I'n'im l'iM’-,. d in. 

idle had In I'll I'iylil. 'rir i; \v is ■,lill''up. His ronm was 

lit ra I In T faint ly 1 1\ I w ' > n n niS'd ih ■ ti a' I i ny lamps ei oa-i'e'd with 

I'ei.l idn'ieh's, Hy r» I'l'enl'. my 1 . 1 .easr, ni wliinli I'le- ale\a\'s 

ka'i'it till' eailumi's III' es.'in iijlir''did m at tin- nn iirnuit. h'- 

was i.illiny in a lares and ds' ii arnn'hair. with his luny limlis 

. - ^ 
,st ri't I '1 ii'll out, and his ,'iTnin K'iny al-iiiy his hislv and Isys, 

evith Ihe- layid^ just 1 1 lUi'lm,".' lai'li iillnr. 'He was nut 

readiny. His In ad, in an "dd p'lalinn. l'','ini'il tm.'.ai'ds lii^ 

lift slniildiT ayaiiist tin hael; i ,f 4 h'' I'hair. She had a 

iiniTneiit nf li iTi-r, f^hmlnm.e ' In' ih ,'id ' ' 

d'heii she saw thaldn' had fall' ii aT ' p, ' 

He was ahsavs a \s,ry sihuit slinpias Hni J)i T-re'S, ,ap- 

pruaeliiny ysutly, hi''ldiiiy Inr yiwii yulli huth I'aiinls, tould 

Imai' a faiiil snuiid 'd his lu'i-al hiny. .dine stood still and 

looln (1 at him; at tin' hr"Win. di.irply-sut fae'e, the thick 

hair with its silesr thrsfnls I'^'iny .diin.d in sk'ilis alony the- 

sensitivs fori'ln ad, tin' 1 1 n ai d aelne'ai id jniint'd heard y.hieh 

suited hin fsa I ure'S, tin' a id i die I >ro'a i-. ,',ia i id-^^^tlie levy li nibs. 

And as she I'l'd.id sh'' ]iut U['i In r hand ayain t'yher neck, 

and touehi-el the jewel she had evun that niylit, ajid sleiwly 

her eyes lilleel exith tears, ’ ^ 

Sir Theodore stirred slightly, theji was motionless again, 

but opened his eye s, and kept them open, J, coking straight 

down at his hands a7id limbs. lie remained thus for perhaps 

a minute. And, daring that minute, why she did not know, 

he rentinded Dolores gf a child. Then he raised his eyes, 
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nd saw standing r>etir limi, and gazed at her ifor an,* 
astant Tn sjlence. 

‘ Duloretta ! ’ 

He moved la'usiju'dy, rlr' U in ^is b gs, lifted hi:j la/ids and 
tood up, 

' De'loretta ! W hy what tinie is it ' 

The chiMish lo'ik lUL Imn aiirii|it|;, and e. )iuf h-tedv. 

I must ha\n liren a k an.’ 

1 a’S, yi lU ' vc. 

lie 1 > naked at* a e|ei ■ t: i >n t*l le I iiyl i 111 a 11 1 • I pi' i a.', 

‘ (ietlilig^ali f< a,t hn i.a N' > Wi aid- I' 1 1 la \ '' }’■ ,u ju^t e'olTl 

aek V• 

\’es. Wdiat Iliad'' \'"U sil lip t 

■ W liad-'-I \sas I'la'liiy. 1 e.'1 inter''-,! ' .1,’ 

' S' 1 Uit' -f' si' d I led \ "S d' pi ! ' 

m I A 


1 W^I^, l'Ti 




\\ ithiailt Ivla O'- 

\ hi'i'e ks-? 

ile hellt d< O', n. 

% lien' TMi' li""k, l.y J"’. .'1 ' 

lie pieked Up a \'.|uin' ..f t'aiT. k' fn>ni I la' (l.e.r and jaiit 
dl»\^'n ('ll da' l"p "f lla' l>'"'l'.''a '' 1" -I'l - Im ('li.'iir^ d’he 
elnai, pi'i'leiiis, iT'-iiLdil IMm d' a kill ('. .*j-ea ,ii-n.ss laf 
iruunistaiiu'.s ;iiul > - f liiiii-''lf in 1 Ip in. I '' -r as li-- straii^Mitcip-d 
im*elt he bald, \‘. 1 1 li *a ^ni"!''' naliiral riiez in hn d''.p kass 
nice ; 

‘ To lie sure t li-'n' vhis a r'':n "H t la ii»(di ' 'Ua' I' iiirnanient 
t the (Tiainareia .a in a liH'h V"n v, e *' I " pi,; w I k.a did V( lu 
t on f 

For aI*s^^■''^ l)..|..r''s e.un'' up t'l Inin, I'Ul her hand to one 
f tlic*(.'Iectri(.' lamps, aii'l lufii'd it, hulli Upward-., s'l tliat 
le light, no l"ng''f e'.ye.nd'd ky lla' i'<.d shad':, f' II o\'er 
eriaobiinf and ne'']*, and lla' gn en j*:\M'I m ils .setting of 
ide. 


II'T lfu.sk;ind ti'git, lifk il the j'Wi 1 from its n sting-place, 
■kl it and examimd it wilii lla' elosely arila.'al lyes of one 
ho loves.bcautifiil things, and Nsho knows what is beautiful, 
‘ The first pfizo' ? ’ he asked, in a moment. 

* The only woman's prize,’ 

' It was \jell yhosen.’ 

lie let the^ewe]^ to its place. 



S24 


THE FRUIITUL VINE 


‘ It is original and clianning.’ 

I ’m gjad y<ai like it.’ 

'■ Anl'—you play so well as to beat aU the determined 
pla\'ersV ’ ^ 

‘ I had Mi 'nt'itjJino for ftiy I'laii ner.’ 

Sin- pansyd, than add'd, in a \oira tliai waa rather hard : 

‘ Ihit I ti''i)e\'e I dnl pla\- astoiia,hingl\’ A\'il—f'>r me.’ 

‘ I coiigi at ulate \'ou. It really is n tnunipli.' 

' Isn’tr it V 

‘ S"in<‘ of the woiiH-ri mn l hi- h ating saai l.,i-night, ' h ! 

'ih.' inaila a bound soiir Ihing like a laii'di, and turned it 
into u laugh. 

‘ I rianoay tli-'V nra*'.’ 

Shi' spok(_- wilh a|.|>:iri'nt Tool iii'h ffiTiun'e. 

‘What d' M ‘s it 1 na I I' 'T w In > lia t/^a oii'- *^1 > h iTi g ijs one d'bCS 
rvh.'wt "in' iMsh'-s :inil 1 11'to Mu- « sh' * mT' hil. 

It Was her h 11 d eii II I's la I luh w ha 'h liai I bi 11 1 la a those Wi il'ds, 
the nyuiiiiT sh'- a'".,■mod at this lU'inis iit.^ 

Sir 'riioodoro loolo'd at hiTg.liarpIv, and a-, if a-irpristwi^ 
Isn't that ralla r a s. hi h ]ihilo,o|ih\ ? ' la' said, 

‘ You thin k so? I think olio mint liglit for onoself in 
this woild, oils- got-. A'orv Uttla. And oni^ aan't light 
■wi'll if oiii- is full of syingalhy and I'oii'ud'ration fTar ifne's 
eneiuii's.’ 

‘ W'ho wore- voiir i^^noniios to-nighr? 

‘ rruiei'k. Mpio, III ajid .Mr. \'orrall.’, 

She' iii arls' addiil 'a^id Mont< In uiio,’ hut siie flecked 
herself. W'hat she likd told to Cosary she dal liot feerin- 
clila'd to tell to hor hu hand. 

‘ .Vnd you really romainod iifi lu'eaiiso you wanted t« know 
the result Y ’ she' addi d, \Alh a I'Kango of tone', whiidi might 
hn\'c told him somodi.uig if lae had h.Vl ij<u's for t]ii> subtilities 
of Dolores jimt then, ha\ i' told him tUii a litt.l/' real mterest 
from him would turn asla s into glo-vemg i inhers. , 

She re.ally l:ia ee- in la r la art that la r tiiishand had stayed 
up for some otla r re'ase.m But she longed for n word froiv 
him thiat would preive her heart in the wrong. 

‘Naturally I wanted to hear how things Jiad’gone,’ he 
replied. ‘ You haveovon a very beautiful thing.’ 

‘ Oh—yes. And a thing I shall be able tp keep.’ 

* WTiat do you mean ? ’ ^ 
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‘ Good-nVht, Theo. J really rnuet gu to bed. And you. 
ought * 

' Yes. 6l], by the \va}', DeJuielta- ’ 

‘ ^‘3 ? ’ she said, turning. 

For she had m'j'* d us if tn geiFait 'd tl *- roomT 
' Tlie seuMsn ^vill \ ry s^hiii be r hmw , Weii’t it ? 

'Yes. Tlai'e-^ai''’ a f<a\ Ihing-^, tli'' fel'' al tin* (Iraiai, the^ 
t'(.ineorsi) Ipjiien, and (Ian T Mipjx'e'' v.r mn t tliiiik ef start¬ 
ing fer •England.’ 

‘ 'I'hat la J n V: what I alil > d t( i spaal: t^ y, ,n al MaUt. ’ 

‘ Ne.W' ! ’ sli<; sail], as if sin r.i'ls' d. 

• ♦ I 

Ara^ sliS' tni'ln d li'i- (.-yi s^ I ( iw a l'< I s lli^ eti(;k, 

' Yisu ’re Iirei 1 ( )! a. iinte ! WC ’1+ di an 1 1 t' >-nii irmw.’ 

‘ Xii, I’m*rxa|]\- n.it abil liisd. it .''' in, Miah an 

(sdd time.. Jtnt '.',hal o aiasra t" di-su-., 'I'lax. ? 

She sat d< w, n aff>^a ty«in*'5d tie' laiiip^. The la.dJight 
frnlll it lav n\a T lial' M i la 1 1 . a, a I faat ■. 

' ()nl\' ■ iiir ]'l;tns f"r t In m inina rd 

She saii^ la'1 liina, bnl kaiajl lual. m Ih'gisat cdiair, and 
put U]s liar hand 1 1 > I a 1' I n a I'a Id. 

' Tint it really i. I • lat .■ - 

' 11 ' I. ' (ii. , ill, 'Ida • 

tdir Tdi'sidias' \'..nt I" tla- high 111 a n I' d pi' i'a, saaralual 
alsi^lg it fi'T S"na' nia*<da f'linal I la in. and lit a aigaratta. 

1 fa- glana, 'll d' .\\ n at I )< ,T 'i' 1 h i\'. pi I'l 1 1 la r sla' k '"ka d with 

that light I'll ta i' faj'i' ! ffi' f, |t ajiii'ist si^ if she ware a 
strung'*!' ii^st iyid<rsl""d by him. « 

■ 11 —^h'- s.atvh'W'n. ' I ’'III' \'.as ah t'rniined to 

get a'vvay friun that s''ns,ati"n tlait ha- vnII'' was a strangar--- 
‘ I wafit to hi'ar ymir '.ims-. ;J"inl I la ^iiniinar, L)'daireltu.’ 

‘ .4t three (.’a'k'al# 111 tha*in"Vning 1 
Ua- heard, la r laip"rh. * 

‘ It *s ditli'wlt tu ii.ts'a' ail}', d’l II nia- ynurs, 'i’he's. What 
date doAV'U pra'pesa far tla- in'>\V 
■Move?’ 

" ' Our move tr.i England for the siirnnu-r.’ 

‘ That’s what I -wuiitaal to talk over.’ 

' Welh^'he-* ? ’ 

' You see this year things are so ehariged—for us.’ 

‘ Changed I .^n what way ? ’ 

' My de^ Efoloretta 1 ’ he spoke quickly, in a suddaa 
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♦^outburst of irritation, \\hi('h showed her he strung up, 
pyhaifc partly lacause he had slept and'beta a\'rakeucd. 

‘ n(jw yun ymi usk ? It}’ the death of poor Francis, of 
course !y 

’ 4 

' Oh—I see. IJjeg your^pardi m, 

‘I Ill siiij\’, he said, I'l.ili^mg that lit had been cross 
^ \'v]tli''ut iiiueli ri'asiiii. ' Itiit 'd e'lursi; it lias made a coii- 
sid'-ralili' eliange, not set inueh in t’oiir life as in mine.’ 

i T . > 

1 Iku’i- duties How that 1 liadi'i’t In f. u'l;, tljose children to 
Io^k after.' 

‘ Y'o. md'-ed,’ 

Refi il'i' of <•' iU|Oi ‘ t hail l|i I I 111.;.’ 

‘ (.)f C' ilirse la it.’ 

‘ .\nd so I nimtii I onl\’ Ihink o(«i<'n\-,i lf no-.',.’ ^ 

‘ F". I .Jillte ,M-e that.’ ' • 

‘ 1.)' I iii'oa ■ that lam 11 a h I I h-, I). >1. 'i'. 11 a . ’ 

‘ , 

' Jt Ihi'ow.s siieli—.sill'll an ^Jiyle hglil uii r Tli.at's 

mueh liitti'i'. lint 1 |iarl leiilarh' ai-h h > eoii-.ull ’tour com^^ 
\’enii'Mee will'll- eh.iiig'-s mighi .o . m m e(-s'-,:Lr\’ in the more 
important m,'i,H'i’s, f.ir iiolano,- m r-gud t'i''oiir summer 
plans. I want to he pei'f( etl\’ frank, and 1 sjieenlte Want 
}'ou to he SI 1 h Ml. d 1 1 ' -11 it \'i III all he [dan I --ai 1 11 ig,' 

1 )o }'i ii I I hi Ilk of ,'p terma I iiir 11 -1 i.-’i! a m i m- r [ ila n then '! ’ 

'krankl’s, 1 )ki. 1 would inueh I'alp'-r uoi g.i to Fuglaiid 
till - S’e.'ir.’ 

• Not at all ? ’ 

‘ I ha\ e just he. 11 tfa-re, S' e.’ 

‘ For—li'iw mail}' dass \s'as d ? 

Ttoes that matter ? ' * '- 

Again the irritation app'-ared in Ins Yniee and manner. 

’ No, of Course n"l. I’mt -tie ii do u 'U pry^iose t6 go to 
St. M oritz, I ir Vi nie. c u w h'-n.- ? 

Sir Theodure madi- an ahrupt mimemen^ in his ehair. 

‘ I might as well g'l t'l I'ingland as to aii}’ of those places. 
My rcaseiii fiar wishing to make an alteration in ray—in our 
plans is because of the Denzil ehildreii, but- chiefly, most 
ey^ecially, because of* little Thco.’ 

‘Oh—I see.’ 

'.<1 ‘ Of course you see 1^ My dear Dolorjtta I It’s surely 
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pretty obvjytu'^., ■nii r'- 's> notliing '. (.ry extraordinary about 
it. Fr%iicis\ .'-|i(#('ilica]ly left his cliiMrcn in rriy charge. 
\Miat can T d" I'ut lie faithful to that charge?* /\nd rfiis 
lirst yi.'ar .sjseeially I fed — 

lie broke off. frU uj), searehi**! fnr aii'^ther ci%tai*ette and 
the niatche's. \\ In|e le vhd 11 1 is In Iaef 1 ns 1 lai.'k to I'lis \\ife. 
She ^\■ntehed hiki. silling ahnosl lila- a ereatiiri’ Jetritied. 

'It’s Theo ! ’ hs' said, luriiiiig. ‘ n-sj-ioiisibility is 
grr-atrst tiswards fI^■ b.i\'.’ 

II e reinainial sfaiidiiig, ;nid lhni-t Ins hands int'^ the side 

poeket S of Ills si llol^ 11 ig J a ei.. I , 

' Let nie*te|| Vi’iil. h t, IMS' I ry lo make y^u niulei'dand just 

h‘ OvV I 7e.'] in the yial ter,’ 

'i’es, do.’ • 

He lor.lv'ed I'.alinej'. mie al his e.ao', UMiis-’ nalur.il, 

• ^ 

‘ .V woina II of (s ar.' > k 1 1 ^ 4 '.'. y 1 * -1 akoiit gnh.. Hut a Ispy of 
Tiass's age, the ,sime. |,| ili],' age, lie- age m whieh ehai'acfe-r 
has to be f< irim ■»k le od., i ||o i n 11 iiei irs - of^i imam t )f ,a fa I hsU', 
if p, >ssil ih * if 11 1 ere IS Iio fa 11 11 r of oIie who 'lands in his 
place, wh'' -mIio ri ,iII\ eais s f(ii- lie- lei',- almost as if he 
Were the liox-'', o'Ali f,il||'r, I \',I'.|| lo kake the pk-ieis of a 
father in 'l'l,%o',', hfe ,o f.av ^m, 1 earn’ 

He .>toJ)ped, lliel.od ll|o a'll f|o|ii hl^ eigaolle, ,qnd, 
speaking rapldl\ , d<'\'*lo|sd to Itiil.iles, who sat IilotioiikoS, 
his Tdeas regard] ng I In' ati 1 is a g' lod fa I ler should lia We'. r\ ould 
iiatiirallv lia\e,*for hm hllle '-oii',s ail\anei monl . *iiot in the 
inateri,'4. Ivit in lie nioi,d sense, ,\s his ,s[ioke he- warined 
up. Perhips The ni'^kt lioiir ipi id-eaiiei,! his Ins'iiii, excited 
his heart. iTe -poke alino-t elogiejiHy. Ife sleoM.sl un¬ 
usual Lehng about III Ik I'lyo. 

Witheiiit lieiiig agai'e ot il he sieo'od to Dolores strange 
glirypses i>f eertain J' pth- in his In-aip 

‘ Th*s i.s Ties., th y /id her ! ’ sl|o s.-ud |o herself again and 
again wjuk' he rsas spi-aking, ' ()r re. ! this m I Im .shadow 
of what, Theo would har e be, n if I had gir eil him ehilJren, 
Lilt only the shair.w—only the sli.edois ! 

.\t last he paused. 

' But I^m lettuig inyoslf bc*run away witli,’ he said, with 
a short, almost shame-faced laugh. ‘ tonly wante d to make 
you see why I feel that this summer I ought to stick to the 
boy. Nexi yec^ he may have to g.j to school. He will b# 
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ten. It’s early of nturse, but—tlierc's''time/'enouyh for 
that. I shiiuld in any case want to go to'Einviandathen to 
look in\o the matter r.f the loot preparatory sehuol fur him. 
But thiV s)imrner I sheiiM wi^h — I eniisider it indeed almost 
as my duty' -to re^iain euittn ic.’ 

‘ I sor. I ipnte sr-'c.’ 

' I know you ^^ol|ld.’ 

TTo>piil;e witli almost warm hoaitiiK'aa. 

' Ther; you 'uish to romaiu li-is- un Roine .all the 
summer ‘f 

r 

' h)h re'i, Tliat would bo ni aiffondits I shouh.1 pr<:t]so>se 
to do as hits Ilf tho liouians (1...’ 

‘ What's lhat V ’ < 

' Go t'l l-'rasoati fm- lie- }'iih 
()h - \a s.’ 

‘ ’I’ho air is ihFoi.ais th' r.'f 'pup' <1 1 ffo|.aif from the nir in 
Homo. And m tie- siimmor tie- so- n.-ry is b. .aiitiful. Tliere 
are suyli massos i d tj'oos,' 

' 1 )id you moan t o g . I.. I ho Iiot. 1 ' 

' Woll, I haeo bo.'u thinkuiL' alimit a \ illa,' 

So, f.sr on CO, g.. -Ip had j u -.1 1 lio.l il s.| f, g. .ssi | > m the mou t h” 

of tie' fittlo J?( M’eara ! At that pe lUioiit Iui a fo|t toosards 

the C'suntoss JP Mssara ahii' .si as Edna 1 )oii/,il had fo|t teiwards 
her, Dol.iros, in that maltor of igii.^jsineo and kiioss'h'dgo 


1 

lion the x’ordiet \v,ao gi 

eoii 

on 1 

'raifen. 
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As ho spoke the oloi 
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forward, then got up. 







‘It's not a' bad olio,' she said. ' .\s you say,lots of 
Romans spi.nd the smnmor at Ei'.asoi iti. Shil-—let’s talk it; 
over to-morrow, sliall sve ? It's so awfully late now. And 
I am beginning t<o feel a little diit tired at last,.’ 

‘ Of course you are,>dear, after all your exertions at bridge. 
We ’ll leave it till to-rnorrow. But I wanted you to imder- 
(tand the position and just how I feel.’ 
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‘ I perfe^V iindcrstiiiid —pcrfccUv. Well, good-iiight. 

Then.’ 

‘ I'm coming too, Gc on, and I ’ll turn off the lights and 
join you.’ 

OiiGide hor hclftH-m di i. ir hc'ki'-oih ,>r, and hesitated. 
But she aeiit into the roein j-.ul her .|uie|;l_\’ sv^h a '(food- 
night ! .Sler|-| ',V<'11 ! ' * 

i.'lollii came over llls face. 

' .She de<-.n‘t van I me,' he t la ■ught, 

« 

.\nd hie went) a\'.a\' to hi-, own h. disMini. 

That night Doliiss lud a thought, recmTent, persistent, 
vital a* n h ^ e thing I hat ha ♦ I > < 11 1 . I hat gi laa s, 11 was this : 

' If I couhi^uw^'i'lioo a s.iii 1 1[ 1 could gU's' him a Soli ! 


( II.VBTBIt XXI\' 

f'A.SllTiSN' rnala's ' seasons,' ,aiid \' r\' oft. n makes tie n* at the 
wrong ^mie. The time (h(a^Ml hy fa hion almost suitahle 
for a stay on the T.al.e of ('iinio is a eiaiji!' of m.infhs in 
the#spring and a eonj*i<;of months m the autumn. In thie 
winter nol lody ant s to live on tlw slewe of a lal^' helnnical 
in by mountains. .\i«I in the green aitiI 11ii Iif^troiis sunmier, 
when ttie oleainlers and thr loa s |^e[^ osa r tin bahvinies to 
bee themscls t* in the ?ool gis. en waters, go, ,ji|e go to Switzer- 
land, or»to take ' cures.' Aial -o m'the sumnirr, the ideal 
time ot the year at Lake ConLe Uie Iiotels are deserted, and 
the big villas are nLsst^of th'm shut up. Green e'emstiaiis 
opjtti.se the sun rayL But nobody is'hiding behind tluni. 
The grorious•'gardeTi.s, with tin ir willows leaning o\er 
mciulderlrtg staircases and bahioiiii s of nios^y stone, with 
their r?d arbutu* trees, tlair shining magnolias, their 
tegirnents of enormous cy[ire^ses, their ileX'.s, their aizacias, 
do not ecTo witl> voices, witl>the ripple of laughter. Only, 
perhaps, a bale-ai-ined gardener moves slowly among the 
flow'ers, and gives water to the smooth green lawns, or some 
footman or groc^n, in his shirt sleeves and wuth sleepy eyes, 
leans down*to t|iejake with hus line, fishing for agoni, Th? 
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calm of a sie,sta is o\'er this wisvM cA green moimtains, green 
^v^\ters, green fore^ts of chestnut trees, 'ine fountains 
play. Jlut fees' tleTi' are tn lii jir them. Tii'? hells oliiinc, but 
fe>r lish' nii n ne>t fsa lus er^ The monn hl^'s lier he>rn abos'e 
tile eastern hilh,'I'ttel h.'iug, iii a sh}' of*trenil)hiig clearness 
lier sih'er lajup. .\nel the \sliit(- lire f.iHs upon tins shadiiss's 
uialer little 'I. (irim, ' a ] letlmp ^ 11 [h ai the 1 m i\s'(srs e[ C'aden.alibia 
and the lege||,J;iry grev.-s ,,f tl,,- A'llla Cailetla. But few 
Ijo.ats shv''d "ut h' gi'eel h.'V frem the heat-li''iwes that hide' 
under the' green and tie- perfimii d llece. s lliin'g us er tlicau by 

tlie g.ardei 1 ,. 

11 1 I le t t I le ' 1 1 11 1 e t e gi i t i I ( i > ll 1 ' c 

In the early dny^ of ,fnly, d- eppe ige ;h_erees of fashion, 
D(.'lores arris'ed .at the slatieii of (1 ano with her niaid. got 
int'i .a Jh and I oM the neni to i, rie her to t he'lh go] A'lihi 
Dhhte- at Cerii'il il iio. d'hr ni'.iid .end the higgoge followed 
in a motor oninihns, 'Fhe he.it s'liw int'use m the town, 
nin 1 oi, the d' serf' d' pi; i .e-'.a h\' the ha he - t the sunshine svjis 
almeist blinding in d ■- inleim.ts'. But when Di'loves stm.d 
on the li.aleoiiy i.f h' l' sitt iiig-i'ooiii, loof.ing down on th" 


long g'lrdeii with it-. el;il'(.r:i I e Ih.w or-hegiP, palms, its 
huge pi a lie I I'l' -s, a I id its I'oeo-. f'l I h ng 111 e how ( rs o\s -r tlie le»\s' 
railing ss'liieh ssa-. the onl\' b:ini' r helwc.n the gareb.m and 

the' W Sal el', she thought die 11 n | el |os. - n* W ■ II. 

.Surely she would f ' I the great p. aee of | |jo ‘ emptv time ’ 
at (homo deseending n[.on Iwr .pint. eXnd it ssoiild increase 
as the d;y\'s ss e| 1 1 b's. ^ .SUon e\cry oU' .liehi ew would li,'|iS'e‘ 
tied fi'eiui Italy. .Sw il'/.erland ssoiild He laowd d.* But here 
tlie' peace ss'oiild be only iiiteiisilied. 

.\lid Theo ss'oiild soon ly; ('oniing. d'lll In e.anie she wssiild 
Ixs iplite alone —with a thoiighi, Ih 'l llioiight sshieh was 
like a li\e thing ssilli gnawing teetli. 

.-After that night when sir had won tlb lirntbe tournament 
she hue! I'een e'Ulte delimtely eoine'irilis of peissibilitie-S 'within 
her which, till then, she had iies'er eii.'isaged, Perhaps 
almost es'cry ssi'inan j.iei.-'sessed them. Sin- elid not know*. 
They were possibilities connscteel with lo\'e and, its needs. 
They had been—as she edten thmight—touchVd upon in the 
discussion .she had heard between Donna Fda\'ia and Don 


Marco Turani at Mrs. Eldridgc’s. Wqs every ■woman a 
Jk»t<i.ptial dmma ddinqae^xtt T Dolores sc^ietimetf,wondered. 



381 


•THE FRUITFUL VI^E 

But u^ualhVshe was coni^entratod iipnn herself, and shut out 
the oth%r w<\nc» and their peseible bins. 

On the (fay nftn' h. r talk with h-a- Inidmrid in tlie deail^of 
night little Th ''0 had wane ('(a-r fia aii Id aae«ti f^r thi f' neing 
at Signor Enl.'u^li,., and had 8- ['I at l’ulu//a^ ifirhcrin]. 
Few the tii'at tini'' a (diild had alayd Nvirhlhetii in the npart- 
irieiit. For llwdirst tina- Di.twea li id ■ en Ini' Iniskand in 
liis own In 'na ‘ looking a tt. r a (duld I'diom ho ], wad. .And a ho* 
had kn»'wn at one.* that it 'AoiiI.I !..■ inipoSsilile fyp her to 
spi.aid the asljol.. Miiiiniof at Idaseati. ddea'o ift-c u few 
thinga a avcanian who dl■.■p|y |o\oa eaniiol d... 1 ). >loiaw kn»aW 

then that th.' O..'.' e.ail. niplalion ,,f Fh.-o m tho liosom of 
the Deii/.il faliillg w.iiild f*- a trial *h.' '.'.a. Iiol litted to 
endure' for hnig, \."^orlh t'.-, di.' had niaih' a aort of 
coinproniiae' e\ilh Lo^^.■]^and a.ith fat'-. Slio had told he'r 

huslaaiid that a he at' 'uld^r-.inj iit in ll ah' for t h. - suninier^ and 
wejuld a.(‘ ho\( hda'i'ati aiip.d lei’, hut that la' iniiat h.-t 
In-r g'l to th'' l.•l'n■s f.a' pail of t h" tine'. lie had aa'.i'nteil 
('agerly, a »d had 'o'in 1 that h'- \s oiil. I i it I h<' laki -• too.* ddi'an 
h'- had aiigg''^t''d that th'W '-Iioiihl '■'tlh' in a \ ilia at J-^ras- 
eati. Doloia a ha'l opp.o- d lhia. S'I'l. tly ah'' hatl shrunk 
fi'oin till' (h'.’init' iH'se of '..rlt Ijiig ih e.', n in a house of I ht-ir lawn. 
.And tlt-y h.'id tala n rooms at 11 e- ( dai m I I lot'T and ha'l g. iri':> 
there t"g'th''r at th'* "inl of Ala\'. lint tie' hot. I hml keen 
fiilf of fi's .ph'. dde '. h.'f' 1 got 111-' ' I "f 1 1 'll I'l .'t l\', aii'l I)o|i ire 
had he.'ii ohhg^'l t" ''onsent to hi-, r.^'ining for tift'ee irionlha 

' ■* ♦ . fa , 

and a iialf a a. irt of paiili'iii will^ a tin\' g.'irdiui a'ljoining 
thd DenzWs’ honi' . ^Sle' ha'l jn t ''.cie' from that |>a\'ilion 
now after a^'orl night sjc'iit m il. Fh‘'"l"re had jiromised 
tei follow her in a e.iupk' 'd ^’vei ka. Ih' i,\as acting as tutor 
to little Tin'll, and t'sik Jus duties s' li'iu h'. It had In'eri 
d'-'gided cl« linitely tljat fie' te 'V de mid jt''t' > seln mi] in England 
the follow i ng,^\'ear. , Sir Thi'o'i'ir<' had d'-valopi'd tr'iiiendeius 
anibitiryi^s for his goiLon, and \(aa ‘grounding’ him in 
\'ariouj( liraneh's of kno\\ h'Igi'. Soiin tinn'*! it si'eincd to 
*I)olores as if alt tin- amhitioii rvlmdi In r hnsliand had 
trampled on in a moment 'd disappointment and anger was 
reviving,* but; wais centring "it.aelf upon the career of this 
child. And she had been almost am;*7.ed to find how much 
of the boy still Jyigered in Theoiorc, despite Iris tale of years, 
his knowledge Jof the world, bis diplomatic training. Hie 
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ineradical)le boy had risen within him to set little Th?o at 
his ease. 

^hdh in s“li:i(i sri Ti h'T husband F'aiiisitij;'in ) la'garden before 
the pa\ ihdti with tie; l•hiMI■|■n, evhil'' lolna D'.ii/il hiok'cd un. 

Ib T n'aid a rri\ \s il li I lt4 hiygag''. S}|^‘ bhang al In-r g'lv. n 
nn<l ees III to sit in t la' gat'd'n iiiKh r llic iniglil e jilara- tri'i^s. 

TT"W ll|l■-,’■'d -veas Ih-' nliang'' fr-an bd'-isiaiti. aVt this 
'ni"na iil sla' dal lait l ea ii e'.ant Ii'U' hinband. .Vhe ^^as 
thaiil.fut Id Is' Vjiiita aliaae Sli'- had I' ft "I'li' d in f.'ia \'cn' 
midst (if *1 hs' T.'il I n d' [ a aa 11 1 \'i rl >; \e 1 1 h h 11 la Th( ‘ei. 11 'was 
aik ' aes'l:wal'd na'iia iit’ fur him tn d'liiic a\\'a_\'. Aial imw 
she evas nlad la- had la't ciilii''. I■''l^ sla' \\as edn''cidUs rif 
I'eantii'ii. What 'icn,' nii-' ly ^l.a had rnd,'n'''d at l''i'.asa,ati I 
111 I d Uia' ''la- had liad dI 4 1 'a<'I j. ai, , uid alia liSd Iidt —se e i'i. 
At 1 ' rascati dia had --i ' ii 'riaiMh-fi- |il,y\'nig tha fallasT in 
a faliiib’ Ilf X'dih'li sh'- alait t,h'' / 11 <'11 a ' f. 

That \\'as till' n nil'll f' e I 'at'- t" d- 11 lai id nf aii\' \vi iinan with 
a iia ( no ■ Mil'll as la a w 1 1 h a I' oa ■ si a-h as ia i i. 

Sla- ‘had Ih d friilii Tjas-ali. \'.ilh III-' lAailsu final lay 

ft I • 

la'.altli ini|i''ratrei'K' ne'ed' d a e-'iii|ili ti' rhang'- fi'nin tla- 
la'lghbi iinlidi 1(1 Ilf Iti'iiii'. And shi- \eas s 11111 n isi (1 tei Vie 
gi'iiig b.'tak \sitli 'J'ln'dildra 111 'inili- n slairt tine'. Hut sin'-' 
dal lint na'a n t' ■ g i ba ale. .bla ‘ did ii"t 11 a '.'I n a\ af f" ' •'( fan it 
in tliat pa'/ila'iidika h"ioi- with tha, lillla gardan agirin. 
Tha lllldaralll'I'alll s I'f (II'' fallllllal' hfa lhal'a, slla fait SUl'a, 
W'liiild SW', 1-^d bar td SI.Ill-' sad aal if sla- r' liifliad. Ifoina--- 
\'(.‘S ! l-’rasaali na\ar again! .She W'l iiild liial seinie<latur;'il 
axaiisa. > . _ • ' 

A t.'lll and sfal’/.al't lad |ias'a,I liy the ,saa( 1 1 J'e shi’ was 
resting, ee'alking \mIIi ila- biild.aiid siipjila gait a.f one who 
lives 111 tha d|ian air, and i,. iiarpatjadle uxi raising his Iroely. 
He wura \'.hita diti'k-., and a w hite j'-yay, whiah e.X(|Mased Jiis 
Cd|i))' i'-ed|diii I 'd .arms. 1 )i T in s ealladi'i^. hini._ 

' .\rn you a la ait man 
‘ .Sissigiaira !'" he- said, saint mg laT. 

‘ Take me out in a Imat, will y.iii V 

From that monieiil Ddloies began almost to live on the 
water. She w as seeking --strange irany, vehijmen'tly seek¬ 
ing I— -calm of spirit. .I’erhaps she would find it there. She 
glided over the sheltered green waters, lustroips, silken almost, 
ii^the golden heat of the mornings, in the trembling magio of 
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cvi^ning ho.urs, snrni times in the roinantic stillness of night. 
Often ^he ^^i^h Silvi^i, tie' l)'>,itrn;in, nn^re often she 

wae silent Hinder tlie- eaemg'.'-ei it .ni'''d awniig «\in(eig ^thc 
white' eiishieiiis. Xuw and llii'ii sir' lisik lh>' lieht ears anti 

• C> 

rriwed, while- Sil'\i(e silting 'ili^dikr npriglit in,tl^ plae'e ef 
heiiii'iir, seilh I h-■ 1 1 llii'^-i i| n-s in hi'-. ki;f, ^nrd hands, ste'eTe'ei 
the heat tei tli;' |il:i''' s sh'- I'l'.-cd h< n : tis liie dark green 
shad-ews iiiid'T tli- wall of \'illa \'o|j.i, te the Madeama l 4 
^ ilia l^k.'draglie w ly > si ■ nI' d I e m ni|e anleng ii- r roses, to \dlla 
riiniaiia willi its ee al erf.jll, it- giant e\'| aess.'-, ifs pathiss, 
almost il s s t *rii hi 11 1 me - of old and h i o|,i n romane’e. Rut 

always alhoiigtit gna\ee,| al Is r nniid. d'lie gieat silenia?, 

I he ^fi’eal ii<*'anl', of 1|ii'- ten-' II g nature, whieh ]a\' ahoiit 
her, \vhieh tradt'd Ii'T hodeg <-onld not -I ill its ai'l i\'it\', its 
dogged per-l gi II'SS Vftel, ' lie f, ll |l|e I'lror of heing the 
powerless pre\- el", a Ihiiig 11I kn<i\es no relenling, that is 
ineapal ile i ,f fa I igi a-. • * * 

Milt d’lieo soon e(.niinLe Siion die woidd has'e him te < 
h'-rself iij I Ills [ff-aee, fins heanl \'. Taftle 'I' la o \'o .uhl nist Ise 
t here to tala' all Ills a 11 enl ioTi f I'i 'll I her. I'a I na \'o - i itl no t ha- 
there' to |o( ,k on at the man and I la - <'l 11 Idi'' 11 , with gratitiuh', 
\s'itli appi''^\ al. 

,II' intolei ahle I la - I'eaT relaf a 'iis 1 ie| 's.rrfi Fdia'i and her¬ 
self fia d heeii, I I a '11 ed 1 1 la ' oi 11 a I'd T' 1 a I a ' 11 '- had Is ej i e’oi'i llal, 
fl^eiidly, era'll inimial'! Al l-'ra-a'all I loloi-e,- had he-isitne 
quite eerf a ill ^ 1 i.it l-'.dlia had gl'o\'. n lltto s.eret (il-lll'a- ed her. 
.\nd "Jie Jiad da >\s li*, sla' I aid 1 lei n i fi ■ -1 -1 1 1 14\' f. ii'e'' 'd to sla 'W, 
♦t-O Edii.-q la r* um-' al^ -ide, I he w ofnsyi , d I la- World w lie haei 

beim de\e]4jie,l !i\- e.ine. at d III I ha I Ipl Iie'.s. 

Ape! then tlie mother mud .mri h* liars- dirdiie'd a dreadful 
faet, that Dolore-, e'oiild u*! lik'- la-r ehildr' ii, eoul'l not hie 
really Tpatnral. woni.'pily, r'.ith ihem, espr'i-ialK- rrith little 
Thco. hetla r Tidiia l-mer',' w h e. Id .Im e- had not Iiee-n jihle 
to dcterniine'. I'Tit if Edna did kiiorr r\hr' sla- li.-id surely 
been L.ard, she had not eared. Her orvn great sorreirv had, 
perhaps, rnade^ta r mdifferenl to the sorrows of others for 
a time. Mut Drdorcs, imjaelh d Im her secret jeale'iisy, had 
come te douhtdadna's aliiding grie-f for tlm rmnisheii husband. 
The great <leeps faithful natures coneeal. And Edna con¬ 
cealed hers from every' one but Sir 'flieodore. 

There^ wert Very few people in the great hotel, and ther* 
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■wa-s no one whom Dolores knew. She dined apd lunched 
in her sittin^-rexirn, and made no aCijuainta^mey After the 
stress of till'' Riiman sioisnii, the niixietv ano h-rre>r com 
nected \vit h I r;iihm Di ii/irs illm s'^ and deatli, and th'/ rimmit 
episode l’j';i'e;iii, sh'‘ lia(^'-ni'i'(l(‘d eianjilitM:- '.‘mancipation 
from ni'’!''' vli,' li.id knu.'vn. ;m'l ■-.h'' f'.lt that it 

was d'lini^f lu r hinly l!nt pi rhaps siahi cmplete 

eolitii'l'.' was leU a Iv.‘ailin' tlima fiir In r niin'l. As the f'ov 
tra\''.‘lI r-^ (in tlk’ s1i(it‘( , >'l lh'‘ lake Iwyan ki dis.ajipi.'ar, 
afrai'i i'f1«h'‘ cT'i'a iny h'at, as Ihc (^‘alni 'd siimiii'‘r d(‘('pi'n'‘d 
ah'iiit li'‘r. shi‘ (lid leil lind llial (‘aim sjn'isuf ihi'iinah lier 
Spii'it. F' If in ■ I (1 i‘i I ‘dii‘ was t.fl. n at |■'I‘.‘‘lS(•ai i.' 

Rut s]),' tvii(l t'i li'-. In i' nnnil^'iin tlic near 'tnre‘when 

Th'-i'(h >]'(■ NSiiiild jdiii ler. Tie', \'.(,inli| In- .'uhiidSt alone 
toO'tlcT in lh'‘ hdk 1. Sh' \M‘nl in Ei Alilan ('lie d.'iy and 
boiiyht Sdni'.‘ (‘inl'T i' ii k I'liy (ir t \\ (i liT‘,in/(‘a a'li<;aut ifni 
pair (>1 111 'W( ‘I’ \'as( s df \ ( I e t lal I Ola ■ ' SI e ‘ si C al lol] t Ijnak'ini' 

( thi.‘ sitl iny-rodni ' lidiie y, Slis ydl a [iiano frdin Tiinii'i, aiK.l 
e\a‘‘n 1 1 ltLM‘a III (1 1(1 1 v( a I e ‘ f( w ss ai e ‘ ■'f 1 1 ' r hnlan 1 1 s fa \'i lurite 
books. Wh' n (Ie‘\' arj‘i\'(‘(|. s|e' j.iit th'an about, di-cw npi .a 
small table, piisleil lle‘ ne'sl edUifi .-[‘l able ariiiehair iiit'i an 
angle iK'^r it. 'I'hat \'. as lle‘ si,il ,,f edi‘n(‘r 'l'h'‘d Jjked when 
night came andtie sal (Id'.Nii to sfiidt.e a hist lagar, hikI rejid 
a ‘ l.ieil-bi idk.' She slddil trmiig III iniagination to see his 
liing hnibs str(‘ti‘lied niit, Im le ad ri‘iliiig against the bai'k 
(.‘if the eh;'in‘ 4 , ho blight, r.‘itle I' (Til leal I‘\'(‘S aLil his bri'iWIi, 
long-iing' ri il haiejs. Sit- < \( n thoiiLdit .'.f tle ir li(irji‘Vj;-ioon, 
more than ten vi ars ag'o. ‘ ri rhaps - pi rhaps ' ^ 

The (]ui(.‘t ila\'s p.'issed, and a siirl (d f(‘\Tr id ,T.itieijiati'.'n, 
of anxii'ius di -n-(‘ wolo ' in te r. K\ ' ryboih' in the' l^iitel 
kn ew that th(‘ ‘ Sigieire ’ \v'cs ( xpei^’ted. rh(‘ si iwants had 

noted lea' pri [larate 'iis, and, ^^llh Ijie aetirc s'l.'jiijiathv 
Italians (if thejr etass feik aiel sleiwwilh tfie In'|ies'anil fears 
of a jirt tty and kiielK' spoki n W'linan. wi V('‘ (|uir'‘ anxii.iuslv 
alert for hi.s an‘i\';it. Sib, io -was spi laally on tie: ijui tirt\ He 
considered himsi lf, in a piificlly ri speetfifl way, the par¬ 
ticular friend and adle ri.nt of the .signora, and had already 
been devising with her water exeursions that would'delight 
, the signore’s heart, Dol(U’e,s had arranged to hire a vaporino 
t belonging to the hotel wfiile her husband was at Villa D’Este, 

; Silvio was to be allowed to take charge of it. The day 
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before that.on lA'hir'h Sir Theodore was expected he had gone 
into Ce^mo .'mdjjonglit quantity >>[ little flags. Now the 
vaporino wa'gaily (h enrated. 

‘ I ’ll go into t'oiiio to ni(‘('t tie- siynore, Silviet,’ Dolores 
said. ‘ I ’ll t.akt a ftiir/c frotu pi.i/.'a to tln^ station and 
hack, and we "’ll liring hijii h< aue by :iU (-.i 

' Cotm (ima {I ! ' said .sib. C’ to^iis esariirndes. 

lie wislied he had iMiiiylil more llayo 

Sir 'Jdieodorr' \s:ja dm' to ari'i'.e h'oiii Miljn .a liltle before 
mid da V. _^nd 1 tolm'^ ^ li.jd iiiado a plan for liia e\aming 
rvitli h' r. After liiii'-h 'IT' o \>,,as to i-o I till 1' a-l irm'. Then, 
tK’ing Till its llag^, tli< ;i/p'"/;;e Voaild app' ar to take tfaem 
t'' (.'.'Wl' iiaJJ*'ia. Tlii'i'i' a iiio'iii. Tiii'y \'.onlil dine' on 

till.' boat eot^iiiig ba' I,, .fll'i ads' -Is'^iad 'ird' r' d a. d' lleious 
Cold ditiiier. .^l e ■ a 'I ii y I o i nala ' Ike salad li'r'a 'If in a essay 
that d'llef' as ] i.'Hl lell la I'lI' '^a I ■ d. 

Idle da'.' dawiii'd, isS I i*i nf I et.ir. Uill, proiiiiang almost 
ineffabl'' y|oi'i;'s. I.'"’l.my from li i' b.ile'iuy Dotii'es .saw' 
the far .-jih' of tlio l.al.'- ,|,.p. .| III ei#.| yr'''n shadvws, the 
'eliestliut '.'.'o'lil'. oil Me' li’yle*!' pill's ''f lie' lillb ioiieli'il with 
till' pui'i' aiel viaiMiful Imlil 'd Me' '■liiMlil.'' hour, svliiedi ^^as 
kwi'h' a-, i^il h.'i'l bill pi .t fall' n ''ill I'f I he la|i "f l,le' Ui'mIs. 
'I’iS'o V" Hits. oie' eoiiiiny fr^iii 'I'orii", "le- fB'iii b"m", ere'pt 
OS'er tie; \\ a S ''kii, a 1 1 r, \'. 1 1 edi t " 'la 1 1 m'^.t le, a i e I as if its 
trt'U'ie]Uillit\' '■manat''L fi'oiii a '."111 Miat w.'o 1 " aiitilul and 
at pieama TT'l' i' Me- ros' -- of \hlla V'lirayli" .’tgi'''.'d b.'irg'S 
was beino roNWil si'iwK' mi ha Ion?' \'.a\' b'ei'o. Sileio, 
W'l reiiiylij ilui* el' 'Me s, 1 lis a I'lns a s *10111 baled I'' t le ■ sun rays, 
sat sidi'W a#-. ''11 a I'w.illti'lle I'll, put ie s'oiid I le' Ik.'wer- 
gar(.^efi, siiiokuig .'i I'ly ii' 11 ' aiel [eililmga li>liiny hie', d’he 
garde'Ue-r was eari'fiilh. U'iny tl|^' 'talk '>f a eliml'iny rose tis 
the rail f hat ran at 'iiy tie - ' < 1 s'' "f Me - lak'■. d'le I'l■ w as n S' ift 
fresl^ne'ss*ii[ the ,mr th.il '.Mm lik'- bem elietiom thei'i; was 
a quiet o\'(.'f the rfmld th.il ee.is like an answi-r to jirayiw. 

For Ike lirst tine sinei' sle' h:el I" < iq at ^'iIla D'Este 
Dolores felt \\’i*hm le r'i'lf s' 'methmy that sei'iieil closely 
to Correspond with that whieh lay around her, sonerthing that 
was not yet, but th.at p' rhaps e'ouhl s'.iine day tie, in complete 
accortl with*the peace of Nature. 

‘ I coul4 be—’ she thought. ' I e*ould be—if only-’ 

And for a foment a great sadness overcame her, and she 
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felt as if she had sweetness, tenderness, f^uodnesg. within her, 
and as if they were, perhaps, becoming nt,re)}yiied ^because 
of^the nupdiing inlliicnce ed tlie eireiinistaneLS of her life. 
Might they imt dirive! up, di'' mit id h'r altiig' tlii r, unless 
her life l^ e.'uni' diffi reut ? ^iDiuily sIn' fi-lt Itiat it sheuld nest 
be so, that the hif"riv.n In itig sh'aih) ne\e.r be ei.iitrnlled by 
cireiunsta ne'e^., that the' siiill .h'Sihl 1 x;- a thing independent, 
,a llaine tliab ret aiiis uniiiip iirnd it-, i|uahl\' ^^hate\'el■ its 
surri iiuidings, \\diat is yilhin <'iirs.-hay jriaka's us g;-eat or 
small. \h y- ! I lut is ii'it lliat^ N'.hieh is e.ithin ourselves 
formed and t ransf^ .rna'd b\- [Mai.grat ing inllue-ne'es froiii 
wiflmut ? Ihdivs knew that she wa-, aliUnst te'eribly sus- 
ceptibh? til inllusness. \\'a^ thalyliiT fault ? feaiod so 
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and 
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he we'uld, he inu-d b'- happ's, and '-^a niaka lea: hapjiv. 

IleT (i\'es hlh il \\|IK tsars. .Sle' li'ale'd r.'Tw al'd. i O'er the 
stone (d the b:ile.m\' tie.vaiaR ti|i' be;int'e id nature. ,SiI\do 
saw her as In' s.-it le'lding hv hie'. lb' h"ik'd at le'r feT a 
nir)ne'nt,,_ She reuiained niel e ede-d'le-n suddenly she 
btai'ti'd, anrl turned hrr head Ineking tii\\ards the.roiam 
Vieliind hr-r. He sae. In r nial.e u ge-tui'e ilh her right 
h,and. A Avait'-r ap|ie.ai'ed lieMing liiwards le r a saha^t. 
She tiii'k sigiiething fi >in il, and the \s alter < stepj’nal ljuek 
and \ anished. 

Sih iii felt a faint tup ?,t his line. Tb' hai'i g'>t a fish. 
When he gl.alieed lip again at tie bali'eti}’ he sat,- his ‘ pad- 
rona,’ as he had talcen td ealhng D-d,res, rdelently tbi^ring 
SCiinething rrith beth her. h.uids. bragni' nts i.d paper 
fluttered diiwn. .She tuned, and y rut ^1 il 11 the sit tin,g-room. 
He th ought there vaas siknething \a r_\' odd in h'T m'ovenjcnt. 
He threw his fish into a [tail of water srhir'fi stood by lurn on 
the .shingly patlp got np, and went to tie- plaet' in the 
g.arden wdiere the fragments of jiaper h;rtl settled. He 
picked one of tlein uji, and knew it for a piece of a 
telegram. As he returned'slowly to his fishing he wax^idered 
ii there w'as anything wrong. Ilis mind wen't naturally 
to the great event of that day, the arrival of ‘ 11 Signore' 
Was the telegram from him ? He lit acotlier ci^garette, 
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took up his l|ne, and dropped it again over the wall into 
the wj^^er. 4 , 

The vd))mno was ordered to be at the steps tit elev«i to 
fetch the signore. In g^od time Silvia changed into his 
smart wliiti- c^st^nriie. Hie s;kv tn tie' nianr liitle jlag>. 
They -vvere firmly f.istiinril and \\'’iild iK brai’ely. lie ar- 
rmiged the vliite em lihins in tli'; cabin. Tlii ji he turned on 
till- motor, took til'- wli'-'l, and Iiroiield tie - Imat cleverly out 
of thejKiatdioir-e «nd round to If'- .^leps. Ke fad ijist waited 
there more tlian a <'onnL- of minnlis b--fori' 1 )i5ores, in a 
white dress and liat, ailli a ulnt'- '.e-il and para--.ol, ^nd 
carrying a boot, came out, s;ilnl((l Imn vith 1 i<t usual 
kind5' ' SibvTs’ and, [j^iMing ouo Icmd on hi.s 

doiibh'd an*, slopiirdolown into tin- bojt. 

■ Will you go n^to th'- cabin, '-igiiora '' ' fo ask'-d her, 

‘ No. I 'll olt («lt ade.^ 1^1 #S g( ling to be I'erV hot.’ 

‘ Davvero ’ he aiisw-r'-d. 

lie was abiriit to climb up on tic- edg.- of wood that rar 
round tl^- eal'iif, in ordor |o Lr.iui th'- afl'-i'-part of flic little 
craft, and sot th';- motor gouie again, \^ll'n Dolores said to 
him : 

I'm m 4 g' 'i eg to ('omo.' 

’ li'- i-v'-laini'-d in 'Uir[iri5(-, 

' He isn't ei lining.^ 

•Sih’io star'd with Ilfs leg, bold eves. 

‘lie isn't .tlih- to roiiio to-da\s *I'\o Ini'Da t'-l'-gram. 
So I to go rigft up III'- lak'- t" (’ad'-n.-ibbia. That will 
W d'-liglyful* III all'll W'-atli'T. Tal*o nio u[» along the left 
hand sir iri.-,*und 1 11 coino 1 lai-k lu' I he ol li( r.' 

‘ Systiirfiora.’ 

Silvio climbed pp, ai^l jiul Uis hand on the cabin roof. 
In a mojnciit thcUir'^b id tic- motor made the boat quiver 
os if,with hfe, and. Villa D'E.-.Lc was disappearing in the 
golden ciistunce. 
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CIUPTER XXV 

Thf 'vhich D(;ili.)r(V h.ul receive^, ^nd which lu'id 

evidently In i n di d in traiiMiiis'?^in, \sas from her hus- 
h>aiid, a lid wah ua fulhavs : 

X'liL'M Middi'iily faki 11 ill, li.ai' 1 > 1 'n'd-jn iim aii ny, ctuinut 
haea; till h'ttf'i' n<\ss. \i ry suri'a, wi'i ti ny, .-d'lii a n n iiii;.’ 

It had l'’■(■n hand'd in at I la- < illh ■■■ a I I’rascat i. 
f^Mnadly Di.k.iaa had .'■'an Ih-' \\ait'r at I I a * m 11 i i iy-i'<a( >ni 
v\indi'W \'.illi M'I M' ( 1 1 1 11 y I'li a salva-r “-li'' had hii'iun it waa 
a t'di-yrain fruin 'Ida ^ I" say h'' v.as lail nCa/'iy. ‘ Ih-r 
priajcivati'111\S'ii' u.'li''-. Ill I' a^'t aa I la I a ii i( had bisai 
hunnliatiny and ladi'aih.u . \\ hvn* sla-^had l.irn Tiji the 

telrgraln slis had y'lla' in I’rmajhs lia|ai*.|\- and liinlnal at 
the sittiny-ri 11 iiii, hh la, cia^iiitya l>r'’ii/a liiMih-i, thusc 

A'ases—a II fi >r I la ' ■ ' \ r id I la ■ i ■ iia a i' \\ 1 a is I a ■ \\ a to sit 

the Iasi tinny at inehl, siniiLiny and 'tiadiny feeliny 

thnriiiiyhly at la iiiii' ! I li ii11 1' 1 \- da'.Mail ' • r I ■ i j L , [ii ilhsd 
iiut till' arna'Iiair. to'ik tia' luniks fi'iiiii tia' Idth' taljle. IIi.'i' 
ehaisks ;nid la I' hands wi'is' liiirniny. And la ivlasart a\'as 
burning, tmi, H'lirniny \Mth iiafiynal a ai. \'.ilh a sense .fif 
nutragia 

J'wan lai'A, as -,la' ^al in I la' i ■'/"'/ /taa \\ 11 h lla' Iji.m ik slftlt 
in her lap, ‘ssalahiiia' lla' sh'ii'i- llit bv, Ih'- b’liy gardi'U of 
\ ilia \ii|pi, t hr *a| 11' I I'I'l d la’USi'S i if *d I I'a / a i, 'A li'iii, Cif 
Carafe, lla; more solitiyry*;';i'y'' wla ic ^|a; roall ii’^rs befiaixi 
deseeiidii ly t' > Aryi 'yiai, si ir \\ .-as ii nal dr la i 1 n; 1111 i li^'rrasi iiiable. 

He la.'X’rr Nsanl' il ti> erinr ! ,Hr la \'i r na ant to a'li^ie I ’ 
She w.as sayiny that t'l liaro lf. ,\nd sly was bi'Iieadng it. 
Slie liail bi'i'ii (iiisti (i from |a r plari', tL'- onh' jdai'e ,>^10 eared 
feir, in Ihaodiiri' S laar*!, b\' htlh- d'heu, liv tla se children, 
and — she now fop the lirst time drhmtelv adi.lrd thij — and 
by their inaitlaT* l?i;eiLiis(; shi' had onl\ gi\ t;n hri* Im^band 
the dcveited have e>f a natiirr cap.alih; laf yri^it de\’otion, and 
had not given him a child, she was to be put aside—oh, of 
course, in the most gentlt and natural — nattiral way I—and 
left to what ? To brieve ! To skating 1 To—^huska 1 
She trembled as she sat there in the sun, while the moto^ 
Y^obbed and the boat rushed on. And it was ajiger that 
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shook her. sle hated little Then at that modient ! She 
almost^wsiird^j— • 

Argf'gnf) aVis Thf ^rn at shvdch of the Jake, w^ich 

seems to be piuirdnl liy far-off Ih lliyin, an almost fairylik(‘ 
towi under its^elimbiny evu.Ml^, canie inti) \’h\v^with the 
peaked ami rmAy iiiniigtaiiis that ■'^nniitlier land than 
radiant and siiplinsf Italy. 'I’lia b^ral snddi til^’ s\sa}'ed <■^^■er. 
Di'lores lixaki.'d ha lilv I'l.iiiid. and aa'.s Sihio clambering 
tiswar^ls hei'. J^' ik'i i iidi d aitli a <’i>u f’cnnes-sol sat 
dl;l^vn in thi' aiid^tiink tlii' tmiiiii^ liis eyes 

towards tin- PiUy la aala-s i i.-t ac.'ii I l|r III and lb I lain I). 

I)ii|i>ri's* fall tiii'i' li'' had I'liiiii' liicausi- ■)! a fi'i'lina nf 
ss'nptath^^ h liir. .Vmtjliis li.ncli-d h'r, and at 1 he same 
time iidifid,l'i ri'V alhin (if aiiiy-r and ilisti'ese, and i d 
acute hnmilial nai, '1' 1 aeal; eiy , ,f y . if p. .-aMe, -la- Iteyan 
t<a talk 1 11 the lad.^n id die fei 1 ^ d her- elf f,, tall; aa il\-. 

‘ p. rhaps I dl i.lav til*llTi- end Ilf the lake all daf,’ sha 
aaid prescnfb', ' .\nd I'eine haef. la- 11 ie>'ll h yh I. ’ 

‘Rut T^'e lia\a* 11''t I'l'i'iiadil lie dilile^'I said Sil\ e*. yfa/iny 
'at hiT ual li a lea'. e-enl lem - ♦ 

‘ 'J’lie- fane 'HS dllilea' ' 

TT''W ehe^hail lall.i'd alii'lit it, had enj''\'ed i.rih rjng it ! 

Olj, I can due- at Cad'^liahhia ''S It' lla;^'' m file- "f the 
hotel-,’she said, ' It ■I'.ill be great Inn. 1 -hall l"Ve to come 
h<^me by ne" >nliylil. 

.Vlolle 1 

They pa-o-d the1ii"-t lieantifnl t ilia "n•the lake, an e.y- 
•^uisite g.^Lr)l'*ii rnnnjny alne'sl w iM.^snrroiimJing I \\o houses 
and U li 11 le*-am I la 111 1'■ -'t m a -.''lilars’ plae'- I'li a jeiint, with 
teirfyi* rising, dro[i]'ing, t" I'S raei ,’\mI h old wall of cnrvcd 
and wcathr i'-kissed si ■ 'ie^ab( '\ e <^11 \'. all, w 1 1h \s illows pouring 
their preen trt-sses—ulnji'sl as if in a liliatie’ii— o\’(t damp 
and puassV stairw'ays cf -t'.ie- hainny down into 1 In? lake 
depths. 1 his \ illa hail f'T h'lig S ears bis-n deserted liy it.s 
owricr, ajml perhap-. jiartly for (hat j-easor; had accpiircd a 
lerok of romane# w hieh was poignant almost ns a soft and 
beautiful cry' in a solitary place. As Dolures saw it she 
thought ; 

‘ To have seen that witli 'I'heo—loving me 1 ’ 

And all tht hardness of her anger melted into a sort of 
anguish suct^ As she had neyer felt before with so orueh 
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poignancy’, the angiiish '.if yearning uscics.sly for something 
the hir'art kni:iws could satisfy it ahsiilutely. 

^Ivio, sti'iny tliat hi,> yadisuia was gazing at the 'lr'<a'Tted 
villa. offi.Tod t" turn and run lli'' lx sit int" its tin\' liarl.xiur. 

‘ It is T^ autifiil ! ’ Iw I'.xi'liiun'd. in his t aid ainl rnanh' 
yaicia a\'a\'ing Ins I'oia.n arm y'WaisE tin' \\'ill 

‘ \"t 11 x 01 ',' sh'' ansiKT'd, nit I'. .Illng hi'r I'.iiei.- mth s. .irn:' 
ditli''ulty. ‘ 1 will g.'t Milt at ('ad-'iiahlna.’ 

‘ Si^sigimra ! ’ 

P.-rli ij s I ’ll hirs' a Ix.at tli.'r'',,and g . f..r a rrov.’ 
fa ht'rit'. .v/’evaan.’ 

■ I 

Driluri'S felt thal slw TiiU'-.t .'.eaii.' fr.ilii tin' lad’s sil-'nt 
s\un]iath\', alfli.iiigli slm was s.'c.i .'fl\- grat<fM!“^,',i'^ it, Sli'’ 
must 1)'.' ''itli'T I|u 1 1at ill.', IT will s. ,|ii.' si l aIig r w h. .in slw 
hail ni-za-r t..'f. >r.' s.'.'ii, w In. kin'w m .1 l^ing ii t all . .f In-r, And 
she must rmt alli.w InT .'If t.. tJiink |.... nn;eh i.f what hapjii- 
ness is in tlw ws.rM, .Sii.'h tln.i'igiit w.is dang. i'. ms. If 
might in tilin' ant u|i..u tin.' spiril hi..' a sk.W' [i.ii-,i.n ii])..n the 
hi.ihz 

Sil'ziii Ins.iisdil the In.at in i|..^e to the w'.ii.den landing- 
stag. ' at (_’a. |. iia 1.1 iia. 

' Uo r'nl lia\e \'..ur luin'li, .'sihm’.i,' T)..|..res s^'iid fo liim 
as she g. .t out, ' 

’ So. igin.ra. W'liat tun. will }'.U walil t.. start hai'k ? ’ 
She h I'^itat.'d, l....|.ing aiT.iss t In.'- snn ... Ih ual.'r l.atlf'd 
in tin.' Imrngig ra\'s ..fg||.' eiin, tli. ii U[) at tinwi'..e|:\’ turrets 
of the rii. .uni aim, !.■ hiin'i Jkllagi.. ami race... And ^In" felt 
that at this iin.nn nl of Igr lif.' it woiil.,1 he well for her to 
ha\a.' a long afteni' .on of s. ill 111.1'. * 

Cads'iiahhia I.i..k.'d almost iitt.'rK' d. '-erl.'d. Tlie'rg was 
not a lioat on tin’ lake. It was the In.iir wln ii |M'ojile eat, 
or i‘'njoy tin' si. sta. 

‘ I don’t think I 'll go'till quite tlio era iiinge Silvio, pon't 
bother nl.x'mt nn at all. liut 1 m' lu re ab.iut six, and then I ’ll 
fix the Ivlur for starl ing.’ n 

He l.aoked at Imr lallnr iin]uiriiigly. N'.i doubt he felt 
himself to be almost in charge of In.T. II..iwever he only 
said : ' ' ' ' 

‘ Va hme, signora,' took e.ff his cap, and caught up his 
jacket from the boat, 

‘ I will go and eat macchcroni,' he added. 
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And he went rdf ah Tig the straiglit read by the houses, 
swingi^ig h'.s h. lul,fers. 

\\ li';li hi-V,Mi do:i]ip' :in (1 Dul'Ti s felt a straiifji' le.nel'ytoqs 

suiMi’nly d'j^ernd ii| H ill In T. II T'lirn cb i tm If \ jigin'h' \r it h 
I hr- gi'i at h' at, < 11 n ‘i 1 al 11 n > i 1 1 ' ■ yart id 11 in' Jici^ . ] t 'Iiiiid 

her \ras the Ihili I ItJliMn-, Ulll, >1. 'big and gliltering 
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npi>n ter fi’ein eiie .-f die 1 -ale- -line, willi an air 'd l^xml 
atb'iiliein Iti.r'i'is birin'd yniel.h’, and NTillad d'Tvn the 


r-'air 

*th.'^^iW 

'Is i" 

• 

tin 


Vi 

rii (a 

il.il 

bi. si 

0 

1' ■ w, 

'IX IP 

d 

liniigTV. 

Sill' 

r'".' '1\ '»1 


1" 

Ill 1 n 

'll, blit p 

I'I si'iii K 

' tM 


e 

ti'a at a 

hltt, ! 

/it. 












Sh 

e lin t nil 


n 1 In' 

r< 

ei'IJa 

ll s 

aw a fe 

til 

iirixi 

1 s. 

t il rmaii 

ainl 

J-’.iiglnli, 

11 k < 

I ly 

♦ 

r 

ll*' f- 

n 1 ; 1 

le s, X 

1 1 H 1 

(-11\ 

|| 1 

n*l\' un- 

InalTi'nl, s|l tiug 

dm 

, , , 

t' 

M 1 na 1 1 

I f 1 L*" 

- in a r 1 

M dir 

s bv 

tl 

ie w ati'r. 

\s ith 

an ,'ii r " 

r rule 

n> 


II 

lal \'. a 

X h 

111 ir 1. 

W'llll In 

; 1 * 

t lai'k- 

lustl'i 

1 ■ 1 'S'l's 11 

M ' d 

a I'I 

.1 

al 

Idr a 

.X ' I 

In pa-i', 

d. 

('rl 


;->?m er as 

v, ri 11 

I'll all 11 \ 

' r III 

'III 


d 

'ln'\' \r' 

T'I'f 

a b:i 1 n il 

lin'd 

, 111,' 

' ■ ( 

li'i'i'llets, 

to ll 

n- I'l-e^'e- 

- ( S ( 1 

r 'I 


■i 1 

i' 'll. 

1-:^ 

full 111- 

■ ('*'■< 

dlf V 


l id the 

\'dla 

.(’ailell: 

1 sill' 

1''" 

1 1 1 

'< ( 

]• Tl 

n ' fi III n la 111 \e 

' If 

I'I 

a rang in 

a nu 

ir\ i'l (d 

I'I 'S' ^ 


SI 

If 

\s ab '1 

If.l 

the d 

iinm 


al 

er fiT !l 

ntorn 

I'lrt — 1 In 

' ll\ il 

1 1 r \ 

'*f 1 

f- 

r -am 

1 si 

l|e I'i-Iin 

mb. 

n .1 

.'1 

selil e'nce 

once 

spi d:i'll * 

't" In 

'r 1 

1 »v 


i 11 m 

1; 111 

flteinl 

In > 

1 ( * 1 

' !' 

iimg ; 

‘ 1 im^'t Jia\ ' 

■ .'iff- . 

'Tn 

'll 


'1 'Tl 1 SI I 

1II' 

I^iiily. 

Affi 

(‘1 I' ' 

fl 

tl) nil' is 

4he wal'.r "f 

life.' 

« 1 

''M' ' 

Veal'S : 

am- 

1 1 a 1 1 I n 

ll tl 

1 ' d 1 

hf 

Ilf that 

sente 

'nei'. ‘Vi 

et all 

III. 

■ I 

■ d 

,1 ars 1 

I'-r 

Tin n n -rr 

liai 

i kf 

I'I 

it (dose, 


like»a*treasure laid up in la\ender. 


‘ Jlarca, sti^ri'Vq ! ' 

An I d d liiialnian, \vitli a wiinld'd faei- alnuast tire erilour 
of riL'die.daiiv, was addi'n-ing In r, Slie- luaked at liiiir, and 

. ■ ♦ ' tL 

ds'i'ided at eaii'e. Tin- rsculd init s\u 11 jial 1 11 -e, wnuld not want 
to tajk. wi iiild j 11 't lie I liei'i'. r 'V. ing 111;;' an old nraehine. 

She stepp'd iflt'i hi' e'.nif'Ttab]'' b"at. 

About a I'piartef to fi.ur that afti rin'otr Doleres began to 
feel a I'tnginj^ ftir tira. Stietold la^r "I'i maehinc, and he sug¬ 
gested taking her to a luiterin whiel^ stands alrsolutcly alone 
on a knoll above the lake. Near it is a liluir grotto, which is 
ehowTi to sdsitors alnrost as solemnly as the grotto at Capri, 
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As they were dra'.\iiig near to it, but were still at some 
distance, Dolorrs sa'.v a ao ry '■.mall IMaiT olij.'ct a g'md way 
off tlio -natiT. Shi I'Miki'd at it fr.r a minutct tlu n limkcd 
away. I'lit yr' -. iitl\ sla- tnriiiol lu r eyos tnw.ards it again. 
T1 r'\' u'i'V ni'anr to il riov,. atnl s]|c va\','it \\;is miacnng. 
Sho 111 gall tri wali'ii it ^Mtll a faint inti r- -^t. W'as it a dog ? 
But \\li\- sIii'uM a (l"g b.' M> far out in a |on< 1\' jaart of tlv' 
l.ikc ? Couli] it bo a man. a s\\ imiia r .S||o liogan to tliink 
it must lio. X* \\ '-bo follow.,1 ilio jn-,,.'!', -, of tlio dark 
objs'Ct ^\|th a oortain ,|mckonuig .of intor< ''l, loa n with a 
da\yning foolmg of ai Inn rat ion. ]f, as so,aiiiil iioarh' certain 
to her now, il a'- lb'- boad of a s'.'.immiiiL' man. bs' was a 
\'cry lino and iiilr<'|iid '■-rMmmor. .•.aid mmt ba\ •'-vo.mo a long 
distaiio,-. I'oi' tb'i'o ',',.ro no la.ii^oo abma Ibisiparl of tlis' 
lake. Only fai' o|f ibo ,-1,, ,■,! \illa of an |■’,ngll■■bnlaIl stood 

at I he gro. n foot of I la ■ |oi|, 1 y, n I a i n a |, ■. .\nd in I tie 

distanoi', bi-\iind. wa’- Ibo blllo /.,',"o'ss;. .\n,l noi boat 

‘ nceonipann d Ibo Ilao mg la-ad if ll '.'o-w a. boad, I-'l’oin 
wbi'iieo iiad it Como? And bil la'f ’.'.as it going'.'',’ 

The old maolillio b'ld bis b.a.'lc lo it .t- la' roWod with a 
slow sli'oko fli.'it la \a r \ ;ira d, staling '-bgbtly sab.-ways willi 
bis smalli 1 "TS-l-e, ,1, , 111 ', , I < -. 

' W ba L ’s t ba t'.' ' 11, ,|. .n -. aslmd! point ing I > ,v. ards I bo, black 
tiling, ■ ll mU'.t Iw a man. I '.np|.. sw i n m i i eg.' 

Tbo boalmaii sl,,\'.|'. liinio,l br. b-md, and lo,,k ,a bdig 
and stoady I<'iok. 

' \ os. 1 1 's a S'.'. 11 11 n mV. I m and, iii a rat Imr boaj'si^s laiec. 

‘ When' is la' g-’ing, d-, y'oii tlnnl. '' 

The old man sbriigeod bis sboiilib r-. 

' Wlmre wo .’ir,- g-'ing, ma\ 

But be stars'd \ oi sTi.'ii d al I la - mo', iiig la-.'i,I. and an .ahiieist 
fierce ko, lino-- e.mm into bis ,,|.l oy, ]],■ pulb d h.ardor at 
the ciars. \', i v' s,,,,n 1 toloros l■,,lllll s, o a mo\, niont the 
lake ns tlm -N'.'imni' r I'baivod In . '.'.av lluough it with strong, 
almost Miaebiia-l.ike strokes, tla.m a gleam of wlirtc ns his 
.shou]dor.s, rising a little ont of tbe ^sator, caught the sun ray.s, 
then a regular ll.iil-like motii.m of hi- arm as he changed 
from the lircast lei the side stroke, 

‘ What a fjace he goes^! ’ she murmured. 

There was a concentrated .strength and energy" in the 
man’s swimming which made her heart leap ior a ijiomcnt., 
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nncl took h':T 'jut I'f tlial;sailncss whirh still soeined corin'-clcd 
\vith It^aV ^huiiiiLO and ^sith th-' ' Hiptinoss nf thr h'^air 
of siesta. 1 s'l' ’i'>' "f Imina n IV. la >ld of IVt won^mi’s 
iiiiiiJ, as it <'^i la '.sr tuko Ij-M ..f ll^■ mind of a man, 
givmn .a ]ii l•llll:^r, .almost tm^liiiua lo’il^ In tli.nt 

recurring ll.ail-Iil.i' luo'.’rm.iit of ili.. .irni sirs s'-cm. d to sar 
a byriilsol of masnilmi- sh'ono|-|i, '.'.ill, d^ t'fmmation, and 
■ dogged \ igoiir. * 

It.*mu'-I li'‘ tl*' i’rinoi|H- ('ar. Hi.' ■■H-- iN d l||■■,(■ld li.cit- 
inaii. * 

' I’l'im'ipi ■ ( 'ail 111 ! ’ Mild I )■ if ■!■ a. 

'Ij-'II ( ''_M H''a aald Ijr- li'silliiam. ' Ik' r..m.‘S Iia]'a 

Soiia I nr^r'Ti I tli'- 'iimni^r. and i '. a,., im Id,. 1,,. 

do,..’. 
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at the fo.it of tli<* k I mll.^ ■' liiiid Miiali foa tha moiintain-M.le, 
i.he elaiTahiaad of» 11 la’ ill i im r w , i s., ]■'wl y tra\a Hing to\\'ards 
the ^hisrc, *il id avals' al la d 11]. lie path t.. lie h 1 I ks leUse 
she m.an am laaiia'' a tov'.. ], a panama hat, and .a ani; ill 

leather suit-e.a^a k)n se(.ing In r he sinilad, and lurning his 
head, shouted : 

‘ Mfy-ia ! a lady's coming ! ' 

An amp4e woman, rustic and kind in appearance, and 
browmed by the sun, came out of He house in response to 
the shout, a«id, with smiles and salutations, conducted 
Dolores to ^at under the trees, received her order, jind 



I'lIE FIU ITFUL VINE 


walked clieerfully away tu carry it o^it. Ilofijre she entered 
the house she sliach d her e}'cs with u small }'.roj^'i: hand, 
on ^vhich shune a h' .icy g hi ring, ami geF^cl down to 
the lake. / 

Di.iloresF.iig her parasol afi'd luT bi"ik m, 11w wi>ciden tca- 
tabl'- aiul sat still. le l.i\s Ip i-. ,.11 I'h'- fartlwr sid'- "f tlir- 
kni'll, she Miw smart boat I', mg. In it w a s .d's | img a l.a sat- 
man clad in sisarM and wlnl's 'I'ha Italian Hag llrw at the-' 
st'Tii. ^Va^mtll, sitai.s- wrapjasl the cIm’I'- pLa'ia all I he 
scene thnf lay 1m ire her e\as. ' ’I'he sliMpitg Imatnian, 
whiv.e attitude and la I'.e t liis es. i[ bae|; head .ng p , c , 1 a si >rt 
of eestas\' (if Vi'jMaia .Ifa'i'e f,, fhi' I'letm'e a sll.Cig ' lait;'’ 1 if 
Stillness, a \aali|e ediK'li 1 iei< aasi I'lc 'dfeet maih' f'\ Xatuna 
Hushed aclisili's W( ri,- liana Th'' s'',n and tic hnur IckJ 
■sealcil the fi.iintains. ((nh' that swimimr s'/mli.liaal by 
his determined stisihe the lei'ise e."ga s* 1 if hfia 1).hires 
CiDuld nut see him new, but slm felt him e|ea\ung his wav 
to\\ards her threugh tlie i |eni( nt that can ih.striiy, but that 
SU ]>[>1 '1 ted, nla. le ] ie -s.i hh a his I M ^Id and .S' I'eiie aet II r V. 

Alai thi’Ugh she at na it I'mle-.s in tie' midst ef lla.- peace, 
the eXi|Uisile sohliaha she Isiaa'. ii'it p' aca lau’ cniild she fs'el 
any (.'harn'i, m' sa^i^luess, ,,f siihtude, 

FVeseiilbr, it seenad 111 laT 'imiIi, she lasaril a (irstaiu 
sound (if \s.|ee,_ and she kne\s- that tla‘ ss'. inimel' had gailav' 

* ^ r 

the lainl. 'I'he bneAn-faeed riiSiman eaine eut iif th'- laiusi^ 
bearing a li'^ay, and s- I, lufiire la r a l ug' china teapnt 
sugar, cn.aiin, milt; in a s. |enatc jug, a lag ciipi uia'i s'liieer, 
bri.aid and butter, and a hnee eiirranl eal;ls , 

Diiliip.’S thaiil.e,! hi'i’ in an ali'eiil-nuinhd \'.ay. .Sh-- still 

heard those \a>iei s. 

^ l.)on ('( are is eiaiiiinsu’ sithl the 'lo.irnaii, standing beside 
her. 'lie has s\>.um all ,j la- wa',' from tlae \ ilia .SnJna.’ 

‘ ’Wla.i’e is that 

‘ At B( llagio. lie is a s\'.mimer 1 ’ 

‘ Thank you.’ ' 

'Fhe woman snnhd. 

’ Very few’ swim as he does.’ 

She returncii to the house. 

Dolores began her tea. always listening to the voices. 
Soon they grew louder, drew' nearer. She heard steps 
onijnching on the stones beliind her. But she did not look 
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round. Thn noise of flic stops .iiid slie honrd ft ssiioc 

that sh^' kn'uv ^a\' in Italian ; 

' Si. si, • (\r. la r(‘ undi V tlie ti'r^ s ! ' 

d'h '■n for a\ioini'iil tlarc \^ a. a 4 ornpl<to silruia-. .Sho 
lui'-w that Ecs.'r'^ ('aislh \\ aaV Si i idi li.di'V ^he liouo- 
aT)d loi.ikina to\^ar^!s li'p. Ihil still sl^.■ (.hJ imt turn round. 
At 1 ast he sail 1 : 

‘ I.ady ('.atinyiiyo ! 

Tlii'ti shi; loi ilu ■! h.a IIII ' a hi 111, ..aw him st:kni lin y i" ■i' 'eh i te 
liiii'ii suit, with ,a pi [ I ■ 111 i.'i h.il, till' hiaiii turn'd W'wsu o\-(;t 
J lis IW'I'S, a Infill'd eiusiri ill' III Ills hand. 1 I i - il.ud. faer‘ w aS 
e\l r.aiardinanh.' To h .and i la i U' I a s III liyir'' s'lnii'd to 
(whalT' • \s ait In hulVe'l Ih-' \'iiilli ''f tin' hoy, the' 

sti'iiiiy'-r, i.w*'!! nioi’i' \^ilal \outh 'd The man \^ho is younp. 

' Xoon'ii'it ila'.'.n 1 ' \'.as h' r ouii'l. thiiiiLdit. 

Cesa o ■ ea 111'■ 1111#!' I h' r. 11 \s a . i id- n 1 I .'imlW^h.al sui'- 
jirisf'd to liinl In r tin I’o, hiil 1 ). .t aa... saw il at nude- -he 
Was not ast ( III 1 d n d. If'' loiil. h'l' hand, alnl In Id if in lus, 

and sho U'lt all fin' f I'l' d i li''nf tin' lalf m Im hand.* 

' If'iw ih liphi fill, .and h'of i x 1 I'a''is 1 11 la ry, to r''m'.' ujiou 
*\a ill In T' ■ and all a f 'in ■ ' 

‘ 'Idn'll \a^u w ' I'l■ tin' ImIII' r I 

• \ l%i 1 \a 111 tin' 1' n. ' I I: n I d 1 11 1 I n ' 1 n '.i I 

' ])i<l \,iu ii"li''' ly V I \wd.'In'll v"u f"\ .a I'liip tune. I 

thtiilphl .'it til'll \ "U 'ft'i' a 'I' 'p. 

.Sin ' la I ipl n < 1 . 

- Ma 4 ' I.haw' I' .'I ;Tt >our lahl'' ^ -li,' adnrl. 

‘ Of (■' .prsi'*’ 

He eanplfl' 111^1 a I'hair, jiiit 1 1 "pp"sit'■ to her, and sat down. 

‘ lillT V'm see in it hi np I Inia' ! ’ sin' s.'iid. 

‘I like seeinp . not hi^p,^ In',answ< r.'d. ‘.\nd how did 

ysu C'Uiy' from Villa I> E I' V lys' tin' st-amer from Cer- 
twddiua?’* ^ 

Dedijl'es put d'lWn tin hip I'llp 'I'diieh sin;' w;is jU.st lifting 
to hi't; li]^. 

‘ You knew I ^'as ;it d ilia 1 ) E I'' “f 

'Of course. It is ljett':r for yiaii t'S hi' th'.ro than at 
Frascath’ ^ * 

He said the last words with a.-siuh^i n, and almost intense 
seriousness, lik^ a man who had, or he]ie\'cd himself to have, 
a right to judge of what was good and evil for her. 
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‘ Oh, T think I'rasrati is delicious in summer,’ said Dulorcs, 
quickly iin<l dicidcdly. 

‘fUut \'ii,l ,irc at \’ill:i D'lNte ' 

^ L 

At this III'Client 111!’, wsciiuii enmc out ^^^'h t'esarc’s tea. 
He sjiohii In her faimlinrly enliiny her Mann, and iinjuir- 
ing for nieiiilx iN her famiK'. Slje made a \’oluh]e and 
deliL''hte(l r( |il". When nhe had goni- he- said : 

I'l'oin a ehilsl I 'se heeii I, II 111! lake. A]'a uncle, Prince^ 
(.'aiiiai ;i, has tin A ilia Sireiia al le llaauo.’ 

lie look" dal fiei'alid I ! |e n, \'. 11 h a d igli I snnle, re]Sea,(ed ; 

■ V' ci are al V illa 1 I'EsI e,' 

()iil\' for a fe'.v da\ s, ! 'in e\|>' e1 ing nn,- hii-.hand.' 

lie h.a ai I <s cne lie n 

lie Al. a s III I ia\’e a rnI 1 1 tin- 11 a an 1 n 1 g.' 

• 1 I 1,1.AV.' 

'■ It 111 la s I ie e \ I la 11 1 asl, .a 1 1 MI ' I will a I ■ a ]el, of a ligein 

' ]l s \aa-\' slinple, I was al hr;, eali thl'e,. daes ago. [ 

hai .1 lieeii Wilh ni\' Till.Ill' J' in i ,1 .| 11 1 .a in i\ -' Ih’ sildde'Iih’ 

dri.AV his I I'lisiA 1 .|,a el I I .r..',., s ([. i, a la I |. .o|.T . I all in s t 1 irutal 

^ A 

for a moment. ' < ine mu-1, m.ii l.m.w, s. .met mies ! 1 

t lloiiglil \a .11 \'. .a'e si ill at h'l'a - 'Sa I I, I lia I ' . .li h... I e\aai I'eul 'aP 
a call a f' r I li'- a i miner. ,V nd I aa on I . . \ . r -O' e. It aa as 
a gloi'ioiis da\..\- I AA.as eomirig mio lli.’ I’la.a'a Homiwui 
I eneoiuitered a j.ieme parly going tokl'U'<ailnm. ehildinm 
on donkeys, t aa o lade s m a p. 'U ea rri.'. g. a ,a iid \. >iir In e-l .and.' 

■ 'I'he l)er,/lh of eofll'se ! raid ll'.l'.no. Ir'.llig t'.) .s]>i.ak 
carelessly, '.S'l'lliat AAash'.AA A'.II kil'AA ' 

■ Vos, 1 AA ' 111 AA ll h I h'-hl ti I Til elllll n, .’ 

' V''111' 

,\ sieM'ii liardie aliiio-l a lull' ness, 1 raie,f.>rmed her 
fucrs Tesai'i' saw hefore hipi .a le A^, I )"loi'' .And htoleires 

hci'self, a moment l.atia', sal aa rapped in hid'li n aa, .niler gt 
her oAAUi jMs.ssiluhl e s. es. n at le r own pi sent reyliU-. , H'ew 
.she must ha\e eiiuni' d u|i'.n this man's seeiet lo\aaltv,to letr 
to has'C fi'lt tha' ll'. AAiis a Ir.aitor h. eaii-e lie aaoIM tej Tirs- 
eulum I ft A\as as if s|,e h.ad hrok' n .a <'oifmi.andnient, nnd 
was no longer the- AVoinaii sh'- had hi.'.n. 

‘ Tliey asked me to. Tie- smallest girl askerl^ me, dn.si.sted 
on my coming.' ^ 

‘Oh—Viola 1’ She forced a smile, and .then \va5 able 
really to smile. ‘ She is devoted to men,’ 
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‘Evidently. And in^n will (.;LiLinilv dcvutcd tij her.’ 
‘ So #ny l)^sli;uii.l t(4d yieii he here ? 

\ eS. Tli^ \\ h\' I was swiniiniia just in*w.’ 

Dul ores loiili^l at hini, and le-r \vi r<- a (|Ui.-stii.iii. 

'I tlnjnvht hi*\\as In.re— aP 1 )d hte *\M<h }'ihi, I 

moan,' 


\\ liy are \s a.i ii' >1 1 1 :i \ 111 e \s iii i' I ■ ,i 
‘I wuuted— I h"j''d |iwha|i-, y'lii ’.'."eld paiir it e'Ut fo* 
me,’ 


.^he drew Ijis (.aii..! s!o\'.le O.w.ii-ih h-T, 

I miu| yi t :*i a 11' I hi i ly I a 'I 111 1 ■ ■ n m .' ho add- d, \\ it h 4iis 

mo'.t laiiylidi inaiiii' i', ^ ll a lanl\ l-'iiy' 'o,',iiii {r-am 
+F llayi-a^^iilTl i4 ha-, d-■ll-•lll'■ -r.I,i 


.Sh<' jii au-’d Milt ( h-' ( 

folt tliat *la ' 1 O ld fvi'an - 
Iluw y.iiid that sh^' iaa^ 
‘ Worlds ,,f y.1 ! ' la 

.\iid la- siiiih d at h- r 

* 

tho dis-nPii laiiii 


-a a 1 a I o'a ' h 11 11 
ll Inin t- -r h:a my 
I ^ .1 J -' ^ - f 11 ,■ I n I , a I 



ad-1- d, as h>' I ai t I 1 1 - oiq I t -1 Ins h(i^, 
a s 1 1- ■ , I r,' :, , I!- I w - - 11 I la - oiip and 
I ' r IJ 1 1.1 I - 11' ■ s,a hi-, hi. a - k a'\’oS 


gloaniiny wilh ludi'. At IImI na-iiant Ih-ir lir-a s'a-iia-ij 
st rally- I'.’ e- -nv- n 1 1 al - -1, a -. sun im \ -- ,'ii - I a hum my ylas^, 

■ Fh'r-- 1 ^ m-llime hk- ii-i-'Ian ■.--ii \\,nif to rid-' 
yoTir l^ind --n Ih-' -•uih. la' ai-l )-nllma' lla <'n|i ilo\',n, aial 
sliahlK' .-.tr-'ti'hmy I*- I-e - in a '.'..i'-.' th.il imal-' h-r f--1 tho 
ha| i[ la^si I. lid- - if Im Ti- --1 ■ a fI - r I I a ' ^l 11 - ■ - I f - - l I if ha -1 niai I--, 

‘This is li-ll-r llj.'iii lo'iia'. h- I 1^ r I li.m^ Tn'- 11111111 , aial 
how ii'i^ii'h h-lt-r I hall III}' I’al la im plao.- n-ar .M'-n/.a \\ilh 
Ifltlo T)oifn,^ Vi - nia*' ' la - -I.'i 111 a ■-It \silli an ahii'ist li-)}'ish 

Sound yi hi-- \s 

■ Ii? D- ama 1 'r-.iil.i t la i'- ■ 

‘ Oh y-'s, ^’lalFno',^ m.'i ninia*w ani s na ‘ t-a man \ h-r,’ 

. ‘ You-*-J)- -ima L r-nl.i ' 

Tla? littl'- «lolh ' vhl, oli-.-'i"-,uit, hriyin-i.'N -.d. iian'-.>\\, ro-se 
up b-sfeuiHtolovos, 

Costro Toaiiod hill-- for\'. .1 rd o \. r I h- l.ah!<-, 

‘ You dnii't think \\'s .sh-ail-l suit ? 

‘ I don’t kno\^- that 1 can h 11,' 

‘ Mamma aays we aro mado for oaoh otla r, to supply eaoah 
other’s deticiencio-s.’ 

‘ Perhaps she.is right.’ 

She if ice can supply the deficiency of fire,’ he sai^ 
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in a tone that viliratej with o<:'M tpnnit, and almost with 
indignation. ‘ Do von think it oaci ? ’ . ^ 

Vis eyes’ were a.slcinD lier many more questions than his 

Ups. / 

‘ No,’ Er'loiTs said. 

Cesare lo.'ksd sih.id' iilv hrip|iier. 

‘ V ou undelotaiid tluny^ I hat pour d' ai' mamma iias m.) 
oonceptis)!! of. 'I'on und'i. 5 tand ah'. I took tliat lony^- 
s u' I rii. ’ ^ 

' i I' iw tfn yi 111 kin av that ? 

' Dsiii't yi ai ? 

Porlnqis. I am iml qnilo .snr-a Xo, _\ "ii nci dn’t explain. 
It ds >s‘sn’t n i.a t tr r w li< IJ “ T I (lo I a not 
‘ To nil- it ilo.-a,' 

‘T v , .'; III n lo 11 o of n I I f.’ 

' \S',rre \'on ? Do y.iil oft' n'lkiijk of \a',ino,rlf y ’ 

‘ Vory I 'fton.’ 

Sill- pau.sod. Ill'll a'l'l'il, v'.illi a .S'a'I I'f s.ul .siTionsri'-.ss, 
ahn'ot Ilk'- a ''liil'l \s'h'’ has iu.at r'.ali ' d aometliing dib-, 
trebdul ; 

‘ I 'in afI'aid I am an ( g' ajt.’ 

' X']" d' ai't I I lin I. ^o.’ 

' V ou can't kii' i'.'..’ 

‘ h'' 'll d'' III't look li 1.0 an ("-S' ’I 
D') ni'iv'' yi'ur okair S'> tliil \'iii'caii til'/ \’iow,’ she 
saiil. ‘ I ' jih t' ■ lial '■ t'' 'i' '' \ oil with \a ai r I lai •l.d '' it .all.’ 

lie gi't up at oln'c .and ['III liP okair bii.Je\'. a n'S, at olio of 
t he oiids of 11 r.' 1 1 11 I' ■ I .al li'. 

‘Don’t voii care for b'-aiit}-, for Xatina ?’ she added, 
alrimst entioalDn 

'S'os, \ (.rv miii.'li. 111 m\' 'vav',' In. said. ’ 

‘ What a\' IS t hat ’ 

‘ 1 hko nionnl aiiis 111 calls!.; laiio cam "liml) Micni, water 
because one can swim in it. I lo\'e tlm open, for a p.allop on 
a good hunter, l,ko my Iri di marc, M'.dnsa ; tlic marslies for 
the duck shi X'ting.’ 

‘ And sunsets and moonlight nights '? ’ she asked, almost 
obstinately, and with tlm air i.if oiie whe> is gotthig an adver¬ 
sary" in argument into a corner, 

‘ A moonlight night—yes, I could care for that, I could I ' 
Ifc pusiied his hat a little upwards and backwards. ‘ To- 
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night there will be a mor^n,’ he said. ' l!v the way, yuu have 
never t.<^ld Iidw you came fruin Villa D'Este.’ 

‘ I came ii^^iajKirino,' 

‘ All alone ? 

‘ Yes—of Course^ At least I Vad rii^vio.’ 

W ho's Sil\'io Y 
‘ A very nice bi '.atniaii.’ 

' Si ? ’ ’ 

He A rank soine'niiore tea \'.ith frank ri li'di, piit^envn the 
cup, and saiii^; 

■ W'e h;^d r< e'jlar remj'iiiv at d’li eiilnin, Voiir hueband 

was almost like n, |s.\o 1 didn't know Inni before.’ 

% « 

sji\ h;^^''in y*'ii eal an;,^ liiii;t Y 

' I ne\an' t*:;! in tla- afI e l Ie "'ll. That 's a line llLth' boy e>f 
Mrs. Deii^'iks.’ 

■ '\'es, Ibe ’s lll1i"W^Jtyot l^tle ehap.' 

' 111 Y ’ 

' \hr\' ilk I'm afraid, d’liat ’.s -lli.il 's wliv my hmsband 
e( illldll'I 'll |e. Ib‘ I'heiaphid at the la'.t ni'iliieiif. You 
.see 1 m.‘ Is t in' eh I Id’s yi lal dia li, al id si a iid ' to him alniesl in tllC 

place (.if a—1 mean he f. i Is a es'i tam la .pion ahility.’ 

1)' I'Ss hi»Y ' ^ 

•( tf'l'olirse he does. They ’I'e aflaid ll is l^O'.'d-poISoning.’ 

That sol 1 lids 1 sai t' 

^ I shall lia\ (‘ a h 11 er*to-ni' 'ns <a\pl.ai niny, 

‘ .\nil if it fs bad ne\vs will \ oil h.i\e to y. I I slek t'.i Fras- 
eati Y « 

'I! Of e. a.irse n*'t. \\ hat yoo*l *'onId T be Y ’ 

'I wr.'iid'a’ \^hat I he niw\s \mII b's’ said bes:i.ri.', after a 
parish. ‘ A\hll \aiu do som'.|limy for nie, T.ady (.’annynge ? ’ 
^ What is it Y ’ < 

Will you let nu,- know the n.a\s whi np\’ou yet it Y He hs 
such » fine iJtle b'^r I should like to hear liow he gets on.’ 

■ I ’U teiid y<lU a <'ard tln n.’ 

' Tii tI1f*Yilla Sirena, Ih llayiei. Thank yv*u.’ 

She I'.ioked at^iim with a S' arehiny directness. She had 
eyes that were incapable of looking aetuall} [liercing. .\hno.st 
always fhere^scemcd to be in tln.ir'cloud} depths u suffness. 
He thought of her nickname, ‘ Oa.a lV-.’ 

‘ And anyhov you will stay on at ^hlla D’Este for a time ? ’ 
‘ I supfiose so. I think so.’ 
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She had lijwertd her evt'S imw aird spoke with some faint 
hesitation. 

NAnd (jiiite alone, it Sir Tla-odore (ain't gt^awav Y ’ 

‘I — I like si'liinde.' It rests dtie.’ / 

She kitios’liy his expis s^don — she wa\ again hsisking at 
him—that tie lia(,f seen llirdiieli [i< r harrieaile nf u lie, had 
Seen at h a^t something id tie- Inil h erniiehing lie hind it. 

I don’t, for till, li.iig. And I m aloi)!- ;it th'.- \ ilia. Mi''" 
uncle is SaKomaggiore.' 

' \\ hy 'di I yi 'll stay tleTe I lim y ’ 

I thought 1 Would collie, I fliiiit: I oill stav u little 

V.llile.’ 

Ills e'.a s no\\ t old 1) S'to IS s pla I n 1 e 11 |o I rm h, \\ lie >1 a I re t 
she kne\', thoiieli it had ne\< r Lieuu spol.sn,' though, till 
-.-r.rV;'.tl ii trail iie\si' wi'.li'd it to In' s j iiyl.i a I. 'rdl ti.i-day ! 
Sineo^C'esuis ■ had eonie up t o'hsr/rsiii tfie sinter, since she 
liail fi 11 I ho I ro ,Ii I res ( if t ho la 1.0 i 11 1 1 1 . I la I id , u I iis ■ he I mid toll 1 
h' r of tied I no. I 11 ig is J i leh lead oi |, J, ,1 u i hi ■■ y .i i ii i u.' the part o 
to J’uo'lllum, a 1 ' elJoss fooliii^r Imd g'ls.Wli willillAIier, Jiad‘ 
ttolen through Ira-, | o i a t ra 1 11 ig - il -through evei",^ 

vein ill her hod}-, yie; had liolid it, \\ 1 1 h a darthai thrill, 
wdieii he'r miiiiWor a iiiouieut l|,id glim|> ml IhN man’s di'- 
feetloii. .\rid at lliat moiuoiif, loo, spi' Imd flllK', nakedly 
realised that she l.iiilnsl upon tin' ]), n/ds ijow sshoHs- as i^ier 
enemis'S, eneniii s of hyr hap[ .iin - In i' [i.-aeo, ('in iiiiins, |ier- 
liaps, eSS'll Ilf In'i' safetr", Alnl in tin, I'lai'lliili fi'oiil that 
momeiitars' fs'ar of def. etiyii -dn; .'dmosf -dill \v;is (t flot onlv 
almost ? ’—wisheil Cs-eue to say plaiulV that hi^- \<as on her 
side, that tlieri* was a.feoliiig in hm lie.irti f.iv her, Mhieli 
ranged him I'li her side, not fi, r a monn-nt hut for''e\'er. 
Stricken ] iv the fn hi i g < d I m »u g i in ice 'essa rv something wit Irin 
her wailed lo tic m e,(i d, tin n, at tied lei-i,' moinenf. Agahi 
find aga In, as she sat l.)\'11le tea-1at de, she (had sign the Mriiulv' 
party, tlm eliildrrn lai lln ir donk'evs, Mrs. Ma'isii^'hifm and 
Edna, Theodore, k'loarr, niountmg up ii^to that eyrie of 
the sun abus e the sn-.t- kniujiagua and tin' shining of the 
sea. ^She had S'.t'n Theodore romping ‘ alipmst like a boy.’ 
.Although she still SCt'Ili'T.l fi > fcC I the t. 'Ueh <nf Cassare’H .strong 
hand on hers, in her rilatigiii to him at thE moment there 
was nothing of the physical. Her body was not speaking, 
a^hough she felt as if it independently kue\j something that 
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was stran^'c, and tliat she wishr-d it did iKit know. She wus 

win illy ^mental ^aiid affectinnal in la r desin’ tei be iiwaled 

here and !n_i\V t<> have that need stall d in wurdsn She^vas 

ashamed nf h^ d' ^ire, she \si"-h'd tl st^anyle it, to knew 

it dead. But her^--hanie had ii%ji'a'. .V ()\s r it.« .Uid Cesave 

must lia\s' si <ai it in h(,r e\rs, in Is r U at^iriss, jssniajis ewen 

in her haiiels and lea- esls'le allifieis. 

‘Itulores!’ hs‘ said, haniny tnw.iok Is r, layiny his ariif 

on tly.' table, e'.ilh hi^ l'ise,\n hand f«i ling fs>V hers. 

‘I),,],,res-' " * 

.’she sa\'.' his fai'e ehanye eiininli lid\' ini'i a sudden, broad 

smile \\dlieh shewed his lag h 1 1 • ■ l■ ^ l h. 

.^farla ! ’ fte (•alh d eiif* l.i|ipniv hi- linw r- idl\' en the 
. -1^ * • 
aViR' in a v^iy I ha.l \^a- inaiehalaiil. ' I ha'.as mily six seldi 

with nTe J". a- fiel h the bills.’ 

The iiaili'ena i.f. the rii’^wiib eeniing laif ef tlie h<itise 

• 1 I . • • ^ ^ « 

wit h I he es ait''. 

I]e exidiaiiL'^ d 's aiie h\' he idiaff il li le r 111 Italian. But 
V heai slm lee 1 ''es I' > g' t s. iHe' I'l la i ig^' f' a' a t' n-l i ^<■*n"le lie 
said t" I)' ■!' aa a : 

■■ ‘ I am g' a ng O' dine with \ ' 'i i t' i-n i vi d . d’"U 1 11' r-t ht rne. 

'I'lere is ii"^'ll'' hut ii" "la- in tie' le'Ol at ( aiienabhaa. 
sVlid 1 will ei'ini- d''^'.n tfi'' lal.s' \'. 1 1 h '.'ifi- nut t" ^ ilia 
D’Este. Y'-n can l^ul He' a-h"!''- at (’al'at'' Bri". 1 dl 
Ik 1 'ael:, I 'T n . I ^1 g' I hael; S"| le 111 <\v. 1 )' ' li"! lare 11 ". 

I must do it. * I will d" it.' 

AndJ'j tlial la .f* a-.-'-rl i"n "f hr- will A'lie thing in her 

*SS' 'lit' ei.^ as 1 f i I W i*i'e IIT' ■ a -.1 11 ||\- T' J'Ced t " as'e I it. 

’ Let hiifl t( 11 III' 1 ' that ^\as le r lh"iight. ' Idn'ii it will 
all hi* owir. iVsill exjilain. T will send hini a\^a_\^ And it 
will all be o\ i r. ,lhit 1 ym -t leyr him t' 11 me that he wants 

Igs it ng'eekl' -v a Wlekeil \"ie'' Wit hill lerV .She did 
not tlyyk S" tli' ii. It seinii'd t.i h'r the lediiral x'laec' "f 
allien,eX'ery S'."lnan sslr' had lu'd a.s shr' had li^a■d, 

' .who had laevn tifatwl as sla' was 1"mg ti' at'sd, h" needed 
what she needed. 

Of ally ^\Aong' to Cesare did ii"t think at all. There 
was a force in him that prevented Igr. then, from thinking 
it possible she _^could wrong him. She felt too weak. And 
he looked and seemed so strong. 



S52 


THE FRl ITFl/L VLNE 


‘ Will you come in niv bruit ? ’ 

‘ No, no.’ 

‘M:ivE< ?’ 1 

‘'No,’ I 

‘ Thru-’ he lM,,k ,.ff hll'Iiat. 


it. hi; h.'iikthl (liffiTi'iit, a_hltle iihl'T than before, 
a little grai'er Si nu'l hiiiy in hi. e) >| irunmee, thus rliani.,'eel, 
(fieri t a ih iiibt i iiti I till' 11 li III1 Ilf I )' i|i M'l's, 

‘ You M- -I think I'nii M ImSIit imt eniii;' In Caili ualibia to 

(lime’ shhi»';.:iiil. 

‘ 1 art! Cl >n Iiny,’ le ■ aniT' 1 1. 

‘ Ei.-rhaps 1 nia’v' iinl bn Ihnin. I imi', lT" ilneen tin- lake 
bnfnrn (linni r.' 

He nlll',- Innknil li f 1111 V lllln ll'l' m,', s, (H'i \\ llla-tnie'l: ornws 

(li'ieeii ;iint . in I il ; 

I am ra iininy.' 

'J'llf'll Itnliirns li ft llini ami I'.nut tn ilnl' Imaf. 


Soon shn lii'.aol In hind linr .1 ii ynl.ti' pl.adi nf r.*irr. Sim 
ripe-md d ha bunk in fc r l:i|i .aml by.in InYn.ail. <And she 
seeiiiail to be raadiny si r.idily ‘ I ill tin: Imat tnuehed land 
(ippisnita ti 1 Villa C'.irh il I a. 

At a fi'W I ninut I ■. Ill f, .fa a A Sib. m .a\', bar aniiiyiL,'-ti ovni'di 

llilari. ha si I iod ttaar t hn ; n'pn/ ;/,n. 

‘ I think- ’ sin: baa,III. 

Sha stnp[)ad. 

‘ Sissiani )"a Y ’ said .'bis |o. 

She Innk'ad at till' kaka, ’I'lia water seemad if pos'il'dc even 
rahner than Imfura. a,s if it had suiik inti a draani.h.ss ylecj. 
a.s the aeaiiine di'a'.'.‘ nil. d’ha siry \'>as nbsnh^tah'*e'laar. 

' I think I dl start,’ slia said, var\' shaslv. 

‘ Now ? ’ 

‘ Will it be a \ ar\' |n\-a|y niydit, do ymi Ijiink, Sihdo 7 ’ 

‘ Sissi.ennra, T.mA at'tha sky ! 

He waeaal his arm. 

‘ IIow 1 icautifiil it IS ! ’ he exelainiaij m his Ini7?5 leoice, 
pronnunciny tin: Italian eerirds with th' aeia nt eif the North. 
‘ You think ? ’ 

‘ You should stay, sirmc.ra, aii'd return with the moon.’ 

‘ Y^rai think so ? I'lie u—t will.’ 

‘ .\t what time, signora ? ’ 

‘ Halt-past eight or nine. No, half-past eight punptually.'* 
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■ f\j heni\ si^nura.' 

Sil\'i<i Iniikrd aftr-r hiT sti'ailily as slio went away. His 
• jnii'k; infeUig'^ce had gra'-p'd llic diffliriice in Ikt, a dif^ r- 
eiice arisen sin\? tiie ninnniig li"nrs. 

‘ La sinuora t'un /m’ striuai! '^vas li^ mentaH’'iniiniad. 

At sea’en t’esare arriee(l m the Mnari ls«nt freiiiHiellaglo. 
He 'Went at ( Una; (■ i tie 1 fel .1 ] tile \ lie I m h h ik the \-|Mte|s' 
list. There wa re' \ i l'\' few lialii'es, and leae’ id [lahans whnin 

li^ knew. And lle ia' were nn J'liedi .li names. He spuke 

* • * • - 

til the Inaad waiter, and arpinged In ha\e a tahle m a (]nii. t 

Cl 'I'lier Ilf the | 1 ' tain a 111. I'le n Iw enl niit In lind l)n|i iia^s. 

I fe l;ni;w 1 fial he*\s niild |ii,d |e r. 

_.SIi''*^eas sitlyia in the liT^le garden nn I he far side nf Ihe 

I'nin^Vfil^' tn^tlie W ale]', nieh r a Irelfl, nf lie es, ln,d.i||g ,at 

tire rnek^v' IliniriitaUls, whieh NM'I'I' snl>l|\' ehaliiTs J, '-.. 1 --*- 

tn the inirilenia; nf'llie deheali^ e'.eiiing la'lil, .Sler Inilied 

her head as he a pprnaeh*d, and In' Ihniighl, ‘ ^ es, sTie is 

like a ga/e|ie,d Iv.eli lie tllniight llial he ■ aW in her eyes 

the half-f|'ialil I iP'd, half e.'p as'g/,’. aiiT whn|l\- gentl^' Innk 

eharaet eri si le nf Ihe i ws s nf t He ga / e| le. 

- Is it 11 III nei'-t line a I Tea 11 V ' she said. 

('e-are had meant tn s|| dn\Mi h- nh Iwr. Hut *,lie gnt 
• . ^ 
Up !^t nner-, iwidelilly tn aeenfn|iany hlln tn tilt lintel, 

' If yiiu wish il In lie,’ he said. 

S+ie heard a plash n| n«rs, 

' But there imv'iur bnat ! ’ she said. 

’Yes.’^, 

^ Gning away ? ’ 

'I dll niit*Mre tn keep the man here fnr .so many Imurs. 
He ha^it f amlK' ind likes tn eat \silh them at hniiirs’ 

‘ Let us dine ij'iiekly I ’ sh* saiij. ' I must nut get hnrne 
tun late.’ 

?ilviii wa,^ liv the \valeiside with tw'n Imatnien nf Caden- 
alilaia. lie Innkird after Dnlnres and ('esare with deep 
interest. asi*#iey isntered the lintel. Tlnai he Jalked rsigerly 
^with the l.iilatineii.* 

In the restaurant there was nnly one persnii dining, the 
red-faced lad}', piiib.dil\' Geanran, whn had sl.an il at Ilnlorcs 
from the balcnny. In a white bli|Use ^he Innked fatter and 
redder tlran before. Upon her bedes illed hair she still wore 
the mustard-coloured Iiat. She stared at Dolores and 

M 
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cdiicatid liiin ill III'- la na' irnlli^ df [( iniiiinn jdalnusy. 
He eoiitinu' (1 Id talk al"Hit 'I'liaailiiiii, iiainy liis kin i\s Fajae, 
riT'iny in il far tIn' lirkl fmic. lli kni-w In' \saa In'iny eruel. 
Iln <lid Ink 1; In'’a'--1 1 ' 11 a mail li'' n.iiil,l mit kinav—tnaw 
cru'l. iln Iiail cdi 11 f, ,]'l d, I ])(ildi',d. NdW In' (nvderid her. 
And iiiidnr tin' tarluri' tin- rcnld' smu'ss iiuln r yrew. She no 
Innyim eared at all [" 1 - Ihusn ( ym uf I In; world stariiif^ under 
a head of bediwilk'd hair. The Eennaii lady—khe really 
was German !—left the reiom, after a hnal .stewed pear, with a 
most unfavourable opinion of the ‘ ridieuloinsly thin woman 
itt the white hat.’ 
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ITer departure iiifi'etcd Doluris with the thought of 
departure. 

' I ouglrt to-'fo,' she said. 

‘ We ! ' snidV( 'ana ‘ lliii il is sa ri' early still.’ 

‘ It is a long w'a\'tM Vill:; I )'!■',»^o.' 1 
‘ Not long oiioiiL^i for n-., '.silli .a nio.in,'* 

■ I 'ill afl'ald 1 lull t go ti.nd: ,|m' 

Sho know—s. .in.li. o,', di.' know ne.' I' rioiidy-~ I hat shr-» 

i^'lalliK' Was not^g.iiiig ataio. Mill Iic \4i Jiod lo as'oid 

hat s| ir- fo] t I o 1 w ■ w I ' .1 i g p. ‘ a .1 ■, (.f I I s . ■ ■ \dio I I i*iTk as as Is 
eaii h'.' \^To||5. aliiio.l ;o. \',isiiig iw loid aol-nin. --and sjii.' 
TosmI (1 15 mala* n si iiiggl. ■ ag. 1 11 1 -.1 lie- a 1 1 ] a ■ saidl of iw il. 

'Ilf faot I r*.ill\' lull I *Jio addo,l, 

*> » • 

Si^-rTTis-oi^;is il I.. gd ii|I. 

‘ ^'oir ws niT on ;i 11. or,- nw iii\' owais I I - ■ ’ V ' o,! 

'()h woll, tlial'i-. Ion li;i(| and 1 will lia\e oim 

ton.' • • * ' 

Ifo g.i\-n ||. r.^>lio. lad ho III a laig'- Oigar. 

‘ \'ni 1 -^1 id a I f g.i 1 '. I d ■ ! ' dr lid, • 

' If I siiinla Ion mall'.' Ilr f Imid m\' llu'nat. Aiid I ha\'o 

4}iiok'd ton maIIIn-day. 

Ills hr- III a do Ir r I lillil. of | )-i i/il, \\ lr li Irn.'ll ' Jil down 

into I ho d: LI 1.1 r - I rad 1 r Ird ^s 1 1 a h In I rd I r r I • I lr'd. 1 1 I: I r ss 
AhruplK' sir- '.'.as -. ■i.'nl ii|ioii h'.,' a md.mo||n|\' 1 hat mads' 
Ii'f do,iro, alnio -1 w I ill I•■I IS a I of II g. a 

‘Plo.aso ln| *1^ ^d .ad of ,|n,,r-,,' -hl■•sald. got|y;g up. So 
lirrco '.\'as t ho iiiolah. diollhat sir* had 1^ dlshiil) it hv 
l>r U'ol I r nt. • » • 

‘ Vos, in rtir Id do gai'.loii ||\- til'- lafm. I [a\yoii .'i wrap ? ’ 

‘ Ii*Hio Imat.^ Mid .haid foloh Id I d.aid want it.’ 
Them, mil was lint iip\'.t.* As. .ft maidl.- . .f sileory grov, 
^^i1h a hipt .'f dim Muo m it, ’.srappo.l Ih.' w..rld. In the 
hn-ust of tho lar'U sihaio.' s'.ii.s-s w'l-rr' almost liko p..ints 
of llatiy' in Mar'kiiosn d'ho s.am.l of strps oil tlr- mad 
\vas rianw^e. Motr.s'il ing f.a'iiis of p.'ojtl.'^ jxa'haps ugly, 
pr.ssessed the stftmgo h.suite' of sharliws, la Ilr' little 
garden there was no ..ne. 

They ;^at do'wil under the Itellis nf r.'s. s now colourless in 
the night. * ^ ^ 

Cesare took her hand. She tried to draw it away. He 
held it fast. And she let it remain in his. In his hand she 
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felt his exeltrrnent. It both frightened and fascinated her. 
It rrms' d in hor no evil scinati"n, bnt it made her think 
vi(^]'titlv of H jiossib|.,ity that no d"iibt waj^ e\-il. Never 
had sill- f'’U niiii-c nici|!:il tlian at tliis niiani'ki. 

UoMiiig liiT hand fast iii, Ijis (.csai'e b' a.i’n to speak. He 
did not make low to'her. He 1 h on, to eve her his secret, 
.the Seeret he had In ', , i- 1,, told to .n human tieing. And 

d)e nnaifioned no ^^onlan’^ name. lie dnl not ask for pity 
]>I.unl\' in \\oid' , did not rnake, that is, a bhilant a])peal siieii 
as a l.ioy in siiidi eireunistanees w.iild alneot (‘ert.ainly lia\'e 
m.nde. Yet, siihtly, all that he said was leally said to 
estahhsh a elailn on tie'' s('ftliess, the tsnderness. of the in- 
tens' ly feiiiinim- woman lies:,liwnim. lb- da| not ask her 
ni;\er ts) beLra\' his ss er' t. She f( It that he- knew lf“ivos not 
: . ^t'"> •’ d I so. 'I’here was eoinphete trust in his hand. 

That was her feeling. His Ih'oh, boHeS, n'lTN'es tohl her that, 
and toiiele d le r lireai t as Wi ll as tier liaiid. For a man 
/■xpeets to bi- trusted, blit a Woman lovas to lie trnsteil. 
His sI i n\' was t he si oi e of hi ini 11 gi m \s'it li 1'-.'me. ess Maiieelh. 
An l-’mghdmiaii \'omld imt ha'.is told it p"rha[)S, An Italian 
Could Hot 1 lave tohl 1 1 \', it h t he- ret lee nee ('e-,are still was aid 
to presr rw- in this niom.-nt. His wa\' of tejhng it, the 
volubili t _\'. the' fersoiir, I la- eonmiand of language, the 
do, jiK iiee-.-t hat was llalian. d'he deheacy in all detail 
had somelhing of lenglish jiuJnir, honi only fe>r her, tiiis 
■Woman win in he kne\\ to be pure. 

The narratiem \^as a story of slaw-ty, of jrossessiein. of 
youthful winity and st-nsuahlv. llatlen 1 and devi-lope-d, of 
the waking of nianho, slyMlh its restlessness bonr of incipient 
nriile-rstanding, \'.hieh beeanie complete niderstandin^ ; of 
the- shame and the misery (A tlif bondniaii, r,f the self¬ 
torment of a traehtioiial sense of honour often at war with 
the naked I ruth of things, of the torment, iinp''>sed from 
witlioiit, eif inleiise anil eti rnallv \vatehfnl jealoiisv. De- 
s|-)ite (’esare's instinetis'c carefulness in many clatters cif 
detail Dsilores was h d liv him into a new and terrible world, 
a world whose tumult, whose warring impulses, wdiose 
spiritual and physical tortures—the former realised by Iier 
far more keenly and set/sitiycly than by Cesare, and far more 
clearly than the latter—blotted out for the moment from 
her eyes and mind the stillness, the peace, the mystic beauty 
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of the world that Ia_v around her, sih ntly waiting for recog¬ 
nition, hut roinote froiTr any apjioal. The subtle misery 
of the body ’'Sis thei'e, a fngtitfnl, mil. it srenied, an iijde- 
pendetit thiiig\;i foi'ee .'dl' g ller d' llelie^l from the- soul -- 
following ite own eoiir.oo, (li'i\<% b\- ils own demons, going 
tis its own porditiim. It suis 1\’ the \* m lan's f h h 1\- that 

I * - 

was jealous, that foUossed, that s|>ie(i, that, eisuis i, th^ 
cniweil ; it was sunds’ (.cwares boi[\' that angnh' lougi d,* 

it fi;Ught agaiu'J: sense ,,f honour and tlai111 ions, for the 
liberty thal \^a^ Ilee.o,to it. .\nd all this »,*is i[uite 

hide, ms t.) I ).*I. li es. 

• • 

.\nd tlien tie iiai ra I i\ e eain.' to h'Ts. If. and a soul scismed 
t/g tie*rel. as.'dBale 1 to aris<.*.j—she' thiiuglil hl.e a d'.is'e lUit of 
a pu^TT hlaet a le-,. 

^Ce'uii'e di'M*rib.'ii liow it was le r eoiuing iib- ■ 'it ■ ‘'"O 
made him linall}' iV>..lve to g^'asp his lib. ity. Ife dal not 
speak \\-ith nil}' s. n I ' ne*nrah I y. or pav ler eomplinn'nts, or 
ra\'' about th»' .‘ff.'.'t lier boaut\- li.-el ha.l upon him. Hut 
lie sp.ike^wilh it. Ip si'iitiiie III . and \^ i1 li a s. .rt of \a*lieineiit 
and clear pe'l u i - ■ ^< | le‘le'ss s'.l'ie'h jiainlo.l whal she had be'eu 
(a those earl'.' .la\s h. him, what lli.mghts and desires she 
had engeielei.d m him. \shat aeti.in slm ha.l ali line, n- 
seivusl^' |i (1 liiiii t.i. 11.' sn.iweil le r le r o#n sofin. ss, her 
own roiiiane.', ler im. .b, le'r riedits, .wan h.'r l.inging^, ley 
de^enbing his suminoie*'! into b. nig by le r. Tbav mas.mime 
his w.■)■..' 1 lT«w diff. I'.-nt in libr.-, as ft w.-re. fr.^n le r own ! 
But tli<;\'imp.ai.ms. He pr. seiited Irims.df to her a.s 
a rn.ai'i wlj.i \fas sta»'-mg, becauseftiy lia.l been f.'d wbh the 
wr. mg f. ft 

An«l*lloloresVeit that Brine, ss Maneelli had {lossessed no 
food f. ir his s. ml. . 

^ Finally (.'. sare t.il.l Imr how le* had cast off the' yoke from 
his le^'k, feyv lie'Tiajl f. .re.'d his \s ay out into fr. 'e.h mi, not 
compl'.'te fr.'i'.lom, p. rhaps. but a lib. rts' su.'h as he had not 
hithe-rlofttiftown, su.'h as le- liad iiardly liop..d f.m. 

'You are cru.ft,’ 1,)...lores almost whispered, speaking at 
last. ‘ You are cruel.’ 

She dtew Ijer'hand away, but g.?ntly, 

‘ I believe all men are,’ she ^idd^d. ' As s.'ion as they 
don't love any ipore.’ 

And as she i^d that she w'as not thinking only of him. 
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‘ I don't kimw win th'.-r I was oriicl or not, and I don't 
much cai’r,' hf- an^wcrpl. ' I Jiad tu d's it, and it was you 
\vh(),masl'' nia ih' it.’ U 

It SLrliU'( 1 tM \ hA< .at tli.at iiiDiiiant vr-rv fvondridul th.at 
sins had Ix'ias ahk- tn lay ari',aii'li a li'S'cian s--, i>f .action, that 
stw had. 11 a\\ 1 11 1 : as'.y, (sru-.li-d a Woman d^avai into tlw duat, 
that slio had |',i'ins-d into ,a ni.an lli-- aliviiyfli of di-.irr that 
hau m.ad'' liini riithloxs. Ihit di<- la'InoaMl F''''aria and she 
was .al nio-, t f iiyh ‘ o.' I ( I ]. 

'll w.ao \a.nr soffn-ox, \aaii' yinlI'aicss, saair -the haak 
in yi air eys. Jt sssa ^ V' ai.' 

11'- soiiyht for h<T ii.ind ayain, hut sins yot up. 

I nin t yo.’ ,-,ho sanl. 

I am la aniny wit h \a an’ 

I am (■' .miny ,as f ii' a . I "rn/,’ 

.Shis lo.ik'od al him. and -..iid inahmy mors. d'ln-\- wouf 
towards tin' hoat. .Sihni'' '.‘.as llnis sailin' l.oalnnn. 

Ho oalmod Doha, s. 

' \'ou nan hrmy tho hoal, .Sih. |... I am loads' to yo 


in isv.' 

‘ Sissiym ,ra.’ 

As a iiiom. h'. l.aOr ,Sil'. io w.y-., holpiiiy H.,|or. s into fho 
1K i.at sho said to him : 

' 'I'hi s siyia ,ro n, no|, m ly ,a h I I |o \s .ay do\i n tho I, also f, ,r t'ins 
sake of tho Wa [». 1 'll oil \'ou ■.■. Ina-o |, > put hin: ashoto.’ 

‘ Sissiyiiora. I’.ut it must ho whofo tin i'o ’s a, landiny,' 

‘ ()f O' 'urs'.’ . ' 

Dolonss sol I I' d In ro' lf out- id.'' tins oahin witiv .a oiishion 
at her li.aok ayaiiist tin- partition. .\s ('oonr'- was y</tting 
inti'i tin- hoat ho s.iid somothiny O) .Sihuo m a h'W s'oien. 

‘ Who,-', shall 1 o,t V ’ ho ad.'sl. 

Doloi'i s pointod to the soat oti tin- ia|‘)[ I''s 1 1 1 ■ Mi.hs of tins 

narross' ymyvsas'. 

' Or sh.all I 'I'.or ’ ho siiyy. s|od, pointiny to tlfmaheel. 

' If you Ilk'.’ 

He sat d'swn on In r sido hy the wheel. Silvio climbed 
inti.i the stern, t'l his fasVinss.s behind the cabin, and bey.an 
to back the -rapririno oufi inter the lake preparatory to turning 
her prow honieward.s. 

The moon woa just above the crest of the mountains. 
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The first ray of si]\ fr lay ou Ihf wat' r stn telling toyuisE the 
heat, as if ill an effei t t(_*teueh it. 

I t hink yi 1 )i tter in it eijiii'i.' i )i ih irn s siaid', in a Cjyiek 

and \ ery luw .ici . ' Why shniild vTi eejne ? ' 

Before lie i/nuld aiis\vi_r lhe»yi.i,il luriii'd e,%\lh', ami set 
her course for the smith. And. yi i’h:i|is '^ e.ius. If that, he 
did net answer el all. \\'ilh his hand en ||y wheel hi; ^ 
sids'W ays te 1 >1 .|( ii'e^, SI 1 I ha I she sa \', hi- | n'el i f a lei ikini^f^E* 
u^d al^iie-1 ni_\'sterjens, i'e||e \ e, | ay a I ir I 111- Ji-lii-ati; ill /in ess, 
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ahsusH evrai ti|heree|f. H.iw ei.nid she haw- livi-il so long 
in her Wi irlsl, ha \ e^l: in nvi^ si mnueh, and \'e| ri main se ah nest 
ludiereusjy Biirilaiiie't A man had made a surt nf luve to 
her. ^he*h;^d net igspund'd, ;\mT \a-t already she felt as 
if she had sinned a;5amst I he liylil. 

‘ AniaAj^a- geiiny \ er\' sle\s|\- ’ she askeil, 

Cesare was agafn at the eeheeh and I In- 7a/yia///e was skirt¬ 
ing the* left-hand, here deserted, hank ef the kike. 

I don’t tlunk sm This i'm't a *. ery hiyh-peo\ereci boat.’ 
lie relapsed into silence. ^ 

Presently, ajprost directly, D\leres hegan genuinely to 

vfonder why he had come. He would be out probably all 
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night. For thore were no btenmers plying so latt', and Urio 
wiis a leiig \vay off. .Tie was not talking tj) her, i;tot even 
loojcing uf lieT now. hVifh vluit Seeined to her ii business¬ 
like air of ('ongieteiKJe he sat at the whetd guiding their 
C'jui'se. Fi'i-^iafis he fsas the \'ie'tiin of a, reaetion after the 
strong f''.\ing he hud just he. n slioyeing to her. She ceudd 
.or,t divine Ins mood. Rallied, her eonseioUMiess of his 
Ntrel'dh increased. .Sh'- began preo ntly to womh-r if sRi? 
had h'lrt him. "When he j)Ut on Inr amp liad lie ];e'rhaps 
felt as if blie shrank from him? It woiiM b-- a g"o(,l thing 
if <he had. Rut she h.id .^Ins inst uietn,. ly shrunk from him 
when she had r(salised alial she had i> almd ? 

She iie.-irK' le gal! to_ cry. Sudd'uly slie ft It like a P'as>r 
weak litth; thing, liattered aboiil. llnng tin • any aiiefdhat, 
-fi<ssperHt'l\' ah ill's It \MIS (''' ..al' 's lli'lie.'. his gn,nT retreat 
into l^ii[is'lf, ,’iftir his stiMugi-dy frank and e\en passii.nate 
outburst, will'd) ga\'e hi r I Ins I'HI'Iv feiduig. It vas scarcely 
bearalilc. Shi did ii'd |o\e this man. Her 'll eal't was pos¬ 
sessed, unworthily' pirhaps. 'J'hat she' sh'diild e''er come 
even to wonihr if licit \siie so! Rut she lov< d si'inething 
in Cesarc. 'I'hat day IkuI amply pro\ed it to her. She lovcTk 
Ills love "of her. .She fill as If she iieedeel liis.love of her, 
not allot Tier ii'ian’s, hi .. Then tln re was S'jivcthmg 
special in Cesarc that se t him apart fi'iiin other men in her 
estimation I 

The pro\<"of the boat^turned, slipping tliron^;h the moonlit 
water, and sending a silver curve, like a ruff, to. right and 
left. It was as if it turee'd in answer to Vi thought.. 

‘ Wdicre are we going ? ’ said Dolores. 

Her own voice starth'd her. .She was st/'l more st^lrtled 

y 

by his silence. Rut she del not rrjieat In r ipiestion. She 
looked, and she saw rise i.uit of the moonlight the thickly- 
wooded proni'iiitorv where stood the deserted \illa.which 
had so painfully moved her in the morning lay its aspect of 
poignant romance, 'bhe ru/ierbio was headin;J’' straight 
towards it. She leaned forward a liltle* moving with a 
gentleness that was almost surre]>tilious, and she saw that 
her companion, who was looking towards the shore, was 
frow'ning. She drew back The shuttered houses, blind, 
dark, with the flowing uarkness of those w'eeping trees 
falling to the w'ater below them, showed diitdy on the rocky 
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pfiinh Thir wrinds, S'l 'jlark. so near, seemed gi’opiiig after 
them. •The sti^idy thrub of tho rnoti^ failed. 

‘ What is tlr' matter ? ’ 
l.tolores leaned foTward apain^ 

‘ Why are sve st»[i|imy liere ? * 

Cesare was slid fr^‘Winriy. TTis (l^a^vn down hrns\'s pave 
(lim in the nipht aJiai'd atid hnital exyie He tui'^^f^ 

vitli a deep eiph, liiit "iilv l(iMk<‘d .at le r for an iiielantj^^he 
fi'il\^■n M'as pMiii'. If'' eaid ■ 

' I must le',eai‘ ful. TIfe haileair is sm.ilh’ 
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‘ Rut it is 
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‘ Theyr.rrd 

.e 1 1 ^ T till a 1 1 .' 









‘ Rut if»’^ 

ik i-rti 

lb bill 

'M 
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‘ I |l^ve lll'ellidlt tlle k,-\- ..f (he I n l'I'llo 

lie showisl iti Sih io to(i; i he sleae \\ilh the liook rif his 
peile, ste.ailyinp tile 1 m la^ 'I'he ';ie m' nljahl- was gisne. Tlie 
Irttle h.artaiiir ua^Maek \Mth sha(k*\e. 

‘ Wf are ;dlo\ved*fo ha\a.' one—at the villa. We rnnv go 
in at aiiy tiin.a’ 

Sihdei T .-aped ajiore, and bent down to bring the swaying 
boat cle)se in, gently. 

' Ilavf yon.g(jt a mateh ? Dolores asked Cesare. 

Her voice wa^ very low, very level, almost unnaturally level. 

‘ You want-? ’ 

‘ To see the time, please. I ’^e got my watch here. I 
only want a light ’ 
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He felt in his [Hjckf-t, fdiitid and'drew out a hex, struck 
a match, prMircted itl^with sme hand, hcinlicig d'jw.i. The 
e\'rfiing was still. Th<.- tiny tlanie lit up Ins facL', slnswed 
the exact ex|U'^siMil iA his ly'cs. 

LlulMre'^ilid iMit Imm^J at her ^^atch. 



I ’ill IK't g( 'iiig asln ire her<;,' she said. 

The - ^ 

I 


■ U'ui iK't yMjurr asliMi'e, .Sihio! 

' .Sin'll, pi.- 

^Ve lind it 's I MM IuIm tM g. I ashMi'e, 'hake the l.iMat ecit, 


jileasi? ! 

‘ Sisugii' ua ! 

' .\lid -^Im|) at the' liiareef I a li?luig-|ilaee’ fl'Miil w the 

sigiK ii’i■ can g‘ t a 1 k lal Iimidm.’ 

‘ Uu bene, .v/a/a'/u.' 

'I’ll! tlc'V usielied Arg"gn/. ■,,L.''h r l)Ml,,res HMr Cesare 
spi ik'S When he gM( up tM |ea\ e tins is; ye/ //;a lie said, ahiKast 
in a h's|)( r : , 

‘ Fer (hill’s sakl- ferglVS' llle 1 . I [ V M 11 k 11 e W—i f n'miI kiic w ! 


■ (hiitd night,' she ans\\'ere(l, 
.And iimw lief \(>ie'e \\as Insiken. 
' That I'nrd- ,vi ai 'll send it ? 


' I said I \Miuld.’ 

' .\nd if t lie hM\' is ws .rse I shall eMine dMU n te A'illa D’l'iT''. 
YmU will I"; I Ik i'i‘ .1 iMy-'.' 

‘ (h M 1(1 nigh I .’.she said in a \ eiis that \s a s searei |y aiidihle. 

.Sll'.' get up Im gM lilt',’ the little e.lhlll. .\s -.Ilf did S(‘( 
L'esuris g.'We SI III K'l 1 1 111 e t M ,Si|\'1m, 111' sImmiI li\yt|,e eelge' UI 

the water watching till the ru/'er///e di-appea^-ed in th*'silver 
traek nf t he nii m ni. 

T\\m da\ s later he landed'at the sSeps thht h ad duwu fruIU 
the garden m[ \'illa D'Fite tu the water, die had icceived'a 
Citrd fruin I (Mlures Mny\hKdi were written Uiese swsrds U 

'I am .smitv' tu sa\’ littli- Thcu Deii/il i.s My 

hushand isn’t ahle Im (-Mrne.—1). (-'.’ 

He Avas about tci ci'mss the gardi ii and gis into the hotel 
when he saw Sihdo a little way off by the- wall lishing for 
agord. lie went towards him. Sihio looked up and took 
off his cap with a smile.' 

‘ Fishing ? ’ said Cesare. 

. ( ^^i^ Eccellenz^a.’ 
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‘ E the padrona in tln' garJi'ii unyuhcrc ? ’ 

‘ Tlii^padi'i'r^i Ilf till-' hi it'd, lai'i It i^/a ? ’ 

‘No, tfie lad}' wliiiin }’ou tonk tu tadciialahia tin: cj:hcr 

da_v.’ 

SiK'iii ji-rki'd li*.-' le ad sliplil4\' li:i''k\\ank ^hi'jibting uul 
hi-'i sijuari: chin. 

‘ Slie has g"nr,,lhi: lu aulifnl :iL'ii"r.a, Jn: sanl, 

.■^^dly. 

‘ (iiMic ! ’ said t’loarc. ‘ 1 )o snii nii .an sIc' lias Jtft \ ilia 

D'Esic r ’ , 

‘Si. J'i 4 'is|lrii,'/a. tlii-, iniirniiiL'' snd'li iil}'. And she Had 
ordcri'id I hi: I'll I'l'i I ii'i fi'T Ijlils af 1 1 I'ln H'll.’ 

‘ \Vh\' did 1 ( * (_r u Ml s 1 H l^' iil}' ? ’ j 

Sil\'i'i Inland sl'sidiK' at (''■ ai's. d'ln n III Ills liiiid Voice, 

♦ * . 

thro\vinL> I iiil his .ai’in in an ampl'' yi . lnri-. In' an-^w'i-ri il ; 

‘ l'’.cci ||i'n.:a, I di'iii't t-^in^wt lint sic ^^as l■^]M■clyly hi-r 
sigiii il'i'. 11 1 ‘ 1 1 ii I In it Cl ilili:. .\l id 1 t Inn k ; 1 n ■ lia k' hack 

to him.’ * 

\\’lii'n*(.'c'ari* impiirid al^llc linr'.'iii id lie In itiT Sih'iu’s 
surmise was cniirnmed. lie was mli'riind that l.uil}' 
t'iiniA'iiy'e had snil'hiil}’ made n|i In i' mind In I'llurn to 
I'rasca 1 I, a Mil I nil 1 oi i| n- a \\ :^\ 1 1 h m a 11 I n air i d I H'l* i leci sn iji, 

li'.-ts'in^ her maul tn fnll'O'. \'«ith nnid nf In i' Iny/aye. (Inly 
the da}' Ijefi.i'e she l(ai| said lliat sin: wniild la} i .n perhaps 
for su^ eral \\eeks. ^ 

‘ 111 ) s'liii trunk sl|j: nn ans to cnin^' haek f ’ t'es.arc askenl. 
The F'll'k and ayM’eeal.le man iti the hms an pursed his lips 
•into an t*;^iressnin ’if dould. « 

" CliJ III sii^ ,S'i'e//e/' ]'/ iih'iI’t' y ’ die murmured. ' I.adicS 
clmngi: their n^ink from oyc da} to ;iindln:r. Chi lo .sa ? 


CII.M’TEU XXVI 

In August Holoies ■was once inoVc living in Palazzo Bar- 
beriai. She l>ad fled from Fra^aitr to Villa D’Este. And 
then •she had fled from Villa D'Lv.tc back to Frascati. Each 
time she.had ^een driveo by a powerful irapulsci And e.a^h 
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time her decisive action had been^ fnllowcd by fear. She 
had \ieldod to fear left Villa D'lVte. Aiid nnw^sho had 
vdeVi'-’d t(i fear and aOairi left hVascati. Tin- siriall house 
Sir Theisdiire lia<' taken was not \'er\' conifiTtuljle, and 
Doleires h|V_i ?aad<.' tlnw fach'.an exciiM' fur.hiT v<-turn to their 
beuutjful a|iarlnie'nt. Sir 'rie 'mI. .r'shad ad\'i"^'al her against 

turning, feaiing, nr seeming t‘i fear, , tlie effect of the 
'hea'b.-bi Ivoiin- an her heallli. Mul she had 1 linn. ^ 

'It'vid alt iKSiieetise alieiit Keni(‘ IK11 g i 111 ]iMssi')10 io 
sunnner,"she had said, ‘ and I am g"mg t<i [looe it rmiiscnse. 
I *an often motor over and spend the day. at Frascati if I 
want to,’ 

< 

‘ You must Come every day anci go hack eit’nindit. ’. 

But, of Course, Dolores had not geiiie every diiV. sli^ had 
never meant t' > g' e 

Litt.le Tlieo had been seriMn,|y dk d) dang'r of death. 
In sonie in\’sterious wav his l)|ood h.ad b'-en [loio.iied. Isdna 
Deiizil, alreads' so feai full}' varm d of the ime 'i I umtv of life, 
was terrified b}' tlm sudden in.yl.idy of her son, i’roni th'i' 
moment whi.-n tie- first symplonis bisnune niaiiif' st she made 
up her mind Ih.il he \\'as going t'> follow hi^ father to the 
gras'e, .She fold Sir I'le odere ,if Iwr eon\ietim*, wliieh she 
eoneeal'-d from evrv one idsis. And in doing so shi' dis- 
pl.'U'id the strange nakednoss of a S'ei] (hat sorrow had 
rather warped tlian rejireoi. 

‘ TheodoA-,’ she said. , ' I '\'e been a Jool an'd I ’m having 
my reward. ] ’ve onlv eamd for the few things go'oA women 
cure for, the so-ealled g' met W'sineii at le.ast. .All my lieart ’S 
been set on niy liome, my Imslmnd, and my ehildn ri., I ’vc 
never loved what so many women lo\'e Anri.[ty clothes, 
parties, jew/ls, money, usbnirers. • I ’v'e unw'er wanted to 
shine, to be witty. I ’ye never cared really one_^bit for ii 
all. And see how I ’m punished ! i'A'erything w»lll be 
taken from me. Franzi has gone. .And now' Tl4,:e I will go. 
It seems to me that God hates sinude thir^gs, natural'good¬ 
ness. Poor mamma alwas's says 1 ’m naturally good, and 
could never be nnytliing else. I siuppos^g God W’ants 

to punish me.’ 

Suddenly she burst iato F^ars. 

‘ AA’hat dioes He want ? ' Oh, w hat does He wont ? Will 
never leave me alone ? ' 
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There had beeii a sound ultnos^ of furs', and dTl-ninlv of 
enniity^in that craa AThI Sir Th' od.^re roah 'd that m Ir r 
heart his'fricnA, cvi-r .since the d. alli of lier hn-hand, mu .t 
h.ave chi.Tiehed liosidits' ac.iinet th-- (hid in sshotn'siie 
tr.lies'ixl, in whon^, |i( liiay^, ii'%, els- would h^ise heen ylad 
to hi-lies'e iio longer. Ife tried to eoriifi *t lier, ^nd almost 
iniinediatels' shr- dl l' d her tears. 

Do forciS'e Ill'S* dw said. ‘ If old'.' I e.'llfd he lik'e^fi^'l 
ss^arieji, like DoloV's f''r in lanc's uii'l liii'l ijl my is aj^iijoy- 
Mlelit in tile si.i-eall' <i ] il; asm ' s id Ilf', how m I Ifc’ ft * , 1111 ■ 11 T 

I Cl mid he.’ 

Sir Tlieodols‘ had tn-en conscious of a < 1 1 aiyis i ahk' feeHnc 
that was ahiro J sharp r*i4i. nt.al jiain ss le n she said that. 
I'ut' lie onlski' pli'd ; 

‘ \VA sj-ill ifehl f-r Theo’s life.' 

h'.dna’s face eha^^'''d, sidli'U'd 

' Oh. Theodore ! •'srie'sa’d ’ What should I hass^ done, 
ss'liat should J do now. ssitlioiit yoiir c.iuaams, di.'-m teimst ed 
frieiidsl^p ? ’ 

‘ I undei sf aii'l you.’ he saVl ipii' I ly 

' No one I hi; di les. 

In these twsi sehtenis-s, witllolll kll'iSvillC it,,th''V ]‘iut 
irJlo .sssirds what was h'*commc Ih'- ti:«j;'d',' of aie'lher 
Woman’s lifra .And tlm d'-p' rate illin id hllk' 'I’lmo 
rfl’i.'w them ra|)idl\' *nineh nearer l''y' tlmr. For duriiiij; 
it Edna I)i’^i/,il sa\ss as no one e^a- saw--f'^r sh'' al'iiic 
had ti.ie.niothi r’s *e\ao -the intefwity of Sir d'lmod'■ri.'’.s 
• hive for, lii’r chili^, and his ca|#acil\', unusu,i.l in a man, 
for compffde unselllshliess where llis deep.'st feehnys Were 
rriuh'd. Inst'jactivelv he now hid these thmes from his 
wife. He was sensiti\*e man, and Imr dislike of the 

Denzil yhildi'cn, carcfnllv, seriipulousk,- eonceak d though 
it w^s, hij^sti-rioiuly touched his* spirit and affected his 
words amd actions. 

AUli^’Upr'Iic had had a secret reason fof wishing Dohires 
to remain in Erffscati he was niore at his case when she had 
gone. xAnd he took her \dew of Koine m the month of 
Angusf. Sjie'dcclared thitt Rome was ‘ Delightfully quiet 
and fascinating.’ No douht it w^is. Kecause people ran 
away from a place at a certaii) season, that did not prove 
that the season was maleficent. jAnd Dolores had told him 
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that shi' was siciag all the lajautiful tilings she had not seen 
pr()|)erly 11'fiiri;. I 

lie Ih'Mii hiiie stlv to tliiiils, whm he tliMU'dit ah'Uit the 
rnal t'T al all. I h.at sla' ^^a^ li.a\ llig ‘a \’rry ui t <'iisl i ng i iiiie,’ 

Ihlt h<' Ii;kI f<'\\ iMMin. iil (.yii-t tie ii giv t" aii}' thiiiight 
ure'Miiieet. d \mII, hill'' 'I'le'". 1'j' ' n 11 \' tie- iinnuie'nt 

galling 1 ' "f d'a.jli a\'.a\a and lli'-re* hig.ili tie- j'lcrlrxl 

‘“IS 'I"', S'ilili'f Ilie-'S a'-.-alh'd hv f'-.'ir, hut cli tlli' \sle>Ie 
gi'i'sTy. I'ldiia, I)'ii.nl aii'l Si r d'l i''" ha'',' sh:i n'd h"',h f'oar 
HIi'l h"]Sn- as lle'\‘ Wall'll' '1 leaer.tle' halllllig rliild. 1 taV 
hy day iley wn.' di.iwn ("g llei' neu'' '■l"sil\-_ by tleir 
ei a n 111111111 Ilf f<''lilig, M I'.'Ll I w 111 1 ' ■ ll.iliii's had le'T iipjear- 
t unity Ilf 1 M ('"111 Iiig ;m'' I ilallil "d ll li Jv "lie', ill .\ ilgust. 

At lirat sle' h.'le '.sir that llere 's,a', ii" lr.',-ng eTrature 
whi'iii sle kill \v li'fl in Ihiiie'. And she \>,as gkiil. She 
tli'iiighl she nmeh pi'i feir-d t,,i ,‘^ee III. ",-a'. All the jialaee.S 

wel'r e|"S> d. 'J'le're \1 . l s ll" "le' III ill'' gl'e.'lt h"l''h. Her 
ajiartlie III in I'ala/.a. Ilarh'iini .a. I he 'iiil'e "he that ^^alS 
t eiian 1 1 (' I . All In ■ t na I a I ne ■ I 1 1 )id 1 1 1 n' d le i' si -ulet I ines, 
hea\y like a.'iiie ll'"!! light lln|)i nding and leal' its fall, 
reigned in it and " i ne d "Id. She fi It a ■■ if il weiT a sihsnee 
whieh lid he t "I |e| II 1 1. d ie heat a s gl'ea I . 1 yi t lest i oasr- 
avle hning if "in' I'eniaiie d '/.illiih d""rs during the niii.lne*st 
hi'iirs "f the dav. d'his ])"|"ris ah.'.a;,'-^ahil. 

She "fled 1.0 d'lwii "ll a siifa in the gia en and red rlraw- 
ing-rni'tii. 'd'l le w 11 ll ]' A\ s ei-e priih i ■! < d h\' a sOn 1 1 igs uie Ihy 
gi'een Idind - w he'll were kept d"'.', n, S"ne lines a-U'-, ath isf 
wind slin'iil llie hlinds, d''''dneing a rh \u aiel \'i.;r\' small 
ratlliiig siiiind. M"ie "fji n lhe\' were ni"l ii'iiless. Halurr'S 
faneiisd lied die fe|t 1 he -lagnald eily l)I'""uing "lltsiire all 
around tie p.daee in the lila/.e "f 111 ',' siin, hki' a thing .solidi- 
fiei.1 insti'ai.l "f hipered h\' the aelion "fje at, it'^ tlio\ing 
mi'vcment and nniriiiur liune'd out "f ih.. In tie great and 
dim chaiiih' r Leiih.ieh’s old man I'l gard'd h' r, and his eyes 
seemed waiting till they sleeild seis scne tlilng InaTfuey had 
not yet seen. And the ‘Donna guardanao il mare' "was 
surely waiting too, looking over the rlesolate sefi. In these 
hours of solitude Dolores aarne to have a very strange feel¬ 
ing about these two pii.'tures wdth wliieh she liad lived so 
long. Her imagination ga\V to them life. T<he w'oman was 
edive and expectant—for herself. She was ev, sort of^symbol, 
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or wraith, of aniithiT woman. AihI tho man was alivo, that 
(■'Id mar^ and (‘^:p'ctant ticoan-.c h'- k|icw ^^^lat woinon are, 
what theVd", \^hat tla y liaA'c to do. What an cxia ri'jRW 
of hr(; was in Ins cV'-s ! DmI^ii-.o id' iilili'.*d lan'a'df with tlas 
Wjinan ssatchiny ila' s'si, and % alln' s'suof life which 
tliroSNs u]i strany ll"t :pn and j' t nnn. 'Ww "Id an would 
not watc-li for csaar^in \ain. Slw 1" yaii fo con\-iriccdjp'.w 
fEs, and ti‘) fia'l that she ha'I alwas's siihlls', siili-C'inscio^(*?lv,* 
kiRiwr^ it since sh'' had 1" ' ii in Falanai Karl >'aani ^ And 
she coniRa/ti I h' ■ ' 'Id n la k s e_\. s \', 1 1 h til'' t li' 'I I yl if ?hat still 
gnawed aj h'S' siiind. What W''iiM h" se,- al la .t ? (yic 
day jt si'ennal t'l h'T <iuil' siid<l<nl;. lhal slie kicov. So 
nbrupth’ diil fli» knowl'dij'' I'urat n|i"n Ic r, ri]>|'iny uwav 
d'.'feiRi \ 1 cfiTi' r-,, I Hsal iny d"'.MM lo"io, I hat d i> ‘ a 1 1 no-.t eri' (I 

out. finj' i''! f"r a nioiii' ut ■'h'' 1 u li'e/' d hail (M'ie,l ..ut. 
.She had I'l'en Iva 1 iVf, j 'p ^li^- ^rifa. .Sh" "■ |' I'a 1 1 y u 11 , \viait to 
fill' picturia lool.'d into tlio-.e ma s. Wn, sh'' al I'inpl in,y 
delianci' ? Nf', Sla'anil he shar'd lhat k la'\s h i lyi a They 
rW.Ti' ell.'tineil tN I aell I'dc r ti\- it. * * 

Ihit lii'W C'luld I III' fulun.' lie t.no'A'u hs' a human lu.'ing 
with till' I 'I'd 1 nar\' ca | laci I a s and | n 'w ei's of a 1 lUliia1 1 1 lei1 1 y Y 
d'ha t da '4 1 )■ 'h 'I’es w I lit "U t much I al I ii r I I la n i Mial, and 
h/tdon* tl'H.- m'l at heal" had siihudiil. Sic al I. - d till slaj 
was tired. Sic e\a^i Wont on \salkiny s'dc n sic was tio'd, 
until she' \s a s a In ii " t i \ I la u sh ■( 1. When she w i n t hone sIk; 
foumd her hu*liand in tic |ialace. ^.sTc' ri yr' tl'Tl this. She 
fi.'lt as "f^a- 'iiiid s e lic' kiii'i'di'dR' hale,7 1,\- her and the 
s.'ld man. the kno\‘.*l'i lye whch had diiseu Icr out into tins 

sun arpl an ' ni|ify 's,oild, in In r I'Viks, e \, u m tic look of her 
hiady. T'lit Ic* e\ id' ntly ic >ti,'i d nofliiny. Ih' onlv stay'd 
a short tme, and 11 1 ' i* nc'I"O jd hack t's l-'ra cali. T.ittle 
*T.hi-(i tint day Imd SI I Ill' ll to fall I'^ck, arid once more Idlna 
and Sir Tlcvidore ^s'l re msay d Im fear. 

It ■\7as mi die fidloi'iiny day that Itolori'S found there were 
two people whom shf^ kic'w si ill ill K, line.* Sic iii' t tlcm 
l:>oth, SI.jiarately, I,ad\' .Sarah Id' s clie,.- to the Piazza di 
Siena in tin;; \ ilia Itoryhesc, and Nurse .TeimiugN, the Irish 
girl who had fndped to nurse Ffarcis Dinzil, in the little 
restaurant on the Pineio wdrere ,she4iad gone to have a cup 
of tea. . • / 

Lady ,Sarah, with a loose and shockingly adjusted veil 
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over a shady hat. her bag in one hand, an old parasol 

in the other, was st.an^ing vith hi.r l.iack to t),ie garden of the 
lake watidiii)g siinie airily (dad Italian bovs running and 
bieyiding mi the traek around the Pia/za. Dolores saw her 
before' ehe \a\v Dolores. aiaVlr ^itated foi;. a inonieiit, dtbat- 
ing v\lr th'T to sji' ak to le r or to niooe i|uietl\' uwa\’ un- 
lb\<.T\(al. Allh'ii;gh Dolni'es almost lovad I,adv .Sarah, 


thV^elav she f. It half afraid 
sho li.yl I' t Lade Sarah info 


I 'f her. ( )riee, ; 
a secret, pel bap 


I long tune 

ho Secret 


il. 


b I 

sine 
II til 


: res. ia etl with h( r. She 

nty shoMi^^in this middle- 
d more (,'\in than Edii.a 


of her he u’t. \o\v \h<' mu 

ki lew that. And I rnt li am 

ag'd (S' mian w In i hail 1"' 

Deli/,i I hail 1m 1 n I raed, 1 iiil \s Ie > 1 nid not bei.-'i fi amd wanting. 

— ^ 

Ami Doll s had another riaason whiidi madi' her nowliesi- 
tate to aeciisl h' r fri' iid. Soim llni’g within her almost 
dreaded I,ado .Sarah’s ahs.'hity lyetil m to'of heart. Ita haps 
she (S'oiilil has e- st'ilen ,awa\' liml mil l.ads' Sai'.ah S'ery 
suddenly tnrm d round, at the same time dropping the bae, 
which a.s UMi.al hm -I o|M’n. 

' My d' .ar ! ’ she ern i], 

Foi'g'tlmg the hag she surg'd forward im}iulsively tc 
el.asf) t hejhand of 1 )"l' 'n s in le l e. 

d i'il has'- eii'iiii' 111 ris'in t'raseali.’ 


Idir'iiigh the sail ler l.iml ises ,a i rnyd to I tolores to be 
re.ailing '• 1 ^ 110 '^ in a face that Ini'l siirels' ehang'd \'erv much 
in the last f«w wi-elis. ' 

" ’\’on ha\e dr'tj>[M '1 s'our bag ! 

Dol ' TI.'S J'lli'ki 'l it up. ' 

‘ II ave 1 Y (_)li, I'si rything is coming out. It'is ftlways 

so. I must get a m-w one. Newer mind, h have been in 
^ <■ 

Englaml \(ith mv hr'.)th':rdn-law.' 

‘ Tlv doet'sr Y 

‘Yes.’ ' . 

They were b'.dh sih-nt for a mom'-nt. I'hen I.ad}' Sarah 
said : . *■ ' , 

e you g'jod-bye. 

I 've been seeing a good deal of hospital life.’ 

She sighed. , 

‘ llow human beings b/ ar tilings ! It’s t(oo splendid, and 
might force an atheist to befceve in God 1 ’ sh& exclaimed. 

‘ Physical things ! ’ said Dolores. 
fi 
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Lady Sarah pudi'd up her veil in a bunch. 

'I hgard in, Englind you had g"#ie to Frascati for the 
summer.’* 

\ t'S. W c both liki' the air there, and the waiKs are 
lovely. But for tiie munient l>n in (he jinlazto. ^\ hy did 
you come buck so ’ 

' .Mer\'yn was gyiny tn pay an annual \usit in .Seetlajjvd"’' 
uihI I \\ as get ( mg hard up. lb 'ine la i e. a a •lineal in s 
.A-iid !• hu'ir 11 a l\’ ii I sun 11 imItnn't \ eii ?'• 

.Suddenly Itehiies TeaUsid hew tiiwiiglil liadTilf 
servati' >iu in luT. while she had lieau out I hat dav. 'I’lll i>»‘i\v 


Se.dla-V.r 

1 sui/mier* 

.( 

kilh'd ob- 


she had imt bein a'.ra 


.f 


I i\a 1 lie ss ( 


• f 


ms ivnian 


plefisaunce. .^h«' lia'd led’seen llie ci'esi.d darlmess at the 
pile s, the Stspet twihglit that lieh s, as if (• aring pursuit <>{ 
its b(;aiit.jU under t he e|, . ( gis i\\ i i ig h a fage • ,f | he il.-xes. Tier 
long wall.s had le Jn^t •» I 4e r f'd. Her the grass\', l,a\s ns 
•Sootled her -'yes with tle ir nature’s (a.loiir. She had not 
e\'en heard tliT- frail s. ,ig ef the f.ainlains, 

‘ ()f (♦•urse,'* she replied ,liastily. It is (inly real Italy 
then. W e \s ere \\ isir ti i staw' 

‘ And h'lW are tie Deiizils V ’ ask'd Lad\ .Sarah. 

.As shi- p*it th '■ (lUeUioii tleu'i' rsas a s'liind alnflist as of 
CfjpistIntuit in li^ r |>It :n ml, s|i^Mil!\^ \'‘'iltdl 

B'l'ir litlli' Then,has liei n ih -p' rat' ly ill ! 

-All the Ciiiistraint sanuli'd at ni^ee fruiii T.ady .Sarah. 
She put her liTuel 'pijeklv mi the any '>f 1 )<T'res. * 

‘Oh-.ufii!’ sle- sai'l. '.She can't be int'lid'rd tii go 
through J-hal. 'I'here ari‘ MCie' ^^nng, .Sh'- cluarked 

herself, thinking p. rhaps of lu r (iW4i life’s tragedy. ' Is he 
bett'U ? ’ she a-Ja a I. 

And a whole heart, witfui, cneryietic with love of humanity, 
deemed in leu \ali^'f'. 

‘ Dokires r<y'li'-d. 

I.ady "Saral^ook'd at her and reniaim'd silent. 

‘ lie J? Ik ner, but he is still vi.uy ill. Now, dear Lady 
Sally, I must leave you. But do corne to Palazzo Barberini. 
Will you ? ’ . 

‘ But are w>u gi .ing to stay on tht-re ? ’ 

‘ I may. It’s deliciously quiei—nobody there but me.’ 

‘ You haven’t^ got another dogf ’ 

‘ No, npt yet.’ 
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Will you 1(1 ru<“‘ gi\'c yr)U one ? ^ I snw one to-dav being 
c-arried by n man in tU' Corso, a pi rfi etly (I lioioiis, pnppv. 
tubjshapi-d at prosrnt-dnit that (mII pass !—aith an “ All's 
right (\illi til'' ('.M'ld” (.•xpo-.s^ion in its r\s.s that siinjdv 
SWeops you lo optiniisni.’ <' 

‘ I I'oulda't ha\e a pup|iy in the palao.-.’ 
itU All \'our iM.aiitiful IhiiiO^ ! 1 m i-.' 

* took th(‘ hand of 1)(,1 m]ts and h' ld it rather dosely.^, 

‘ Y''Y'T bcantiful Ihine-, ! ' sli.' rop- ali d. ' An<l \S't, isn’t 
a liltlo bfindhs o[ hapi'V lifo, la-o.i if di strudioo now and 
ttu-'ii, ' 'l l h t h' 111 all --1' all \' ? 

' h'ou (‘an sa}- that, you who haiiiit clini'ali's and niusruins, 
and go s., ill. II t" .kind In fi.ro tho “ ]‘|. H v 

‘ ()no tala s V( fugo - \'os. (>no r. di i’.-ou m kt ths' storm. 

But, oh, my d. ,ar ! Ilioro ’s nolhing in all Iho art in Koine 
Wi.ii'tly tho toll''ll 11 a hand I Irr' ' \' s. v ''l.’ 

II'T ryos at that inoui' lit l.n.kod as if oho- slea tho aoul — 
WrTe til'.' sjiaeo of a a..rid awae. 

‘ But I d" 1. .\a‘ tho boa III I fill thing-, all tli'- ha n io,’ olie said. 
Ami .sllddoiih' slio \^ as t hoi'i; b\- 11..], ,|. s, \\ ilh 1 )..]. .res, again. 

'rorlia].! v.o o.aii soo soiiio of tli' iii (oo, !||, r. Shall ueT 
Thrao are no arias now-,’ oho add'ol, willi .a s.*"t of gontlo 
tontal iwuioss that had ill it soua llin g o\traordinarihr rltli- 
catc. ‘ lla'.S' yi.ii a liltlo timo fi.r an o,'d NSoiuaii V 

UoloT' S loiigoil to ki s ho]', and |oiig'd to ba away from 
her. 

‘ ('oiiie to r.da'/./o Ba 1 b< rini, dnar I ,ai I v Sails . b'l I’lio-’ 

Slar seas about to say ‘ phiiiorrov.' ' to gv an h .ur., but shir' 
In I i shod it h ' ('..mo w 1 ii.no \ or you lik's' ^ 

Wlioii at lialf-past livn sho conio into th» I'ostaurant on 
tire Binoio, sin- at onee l■:JngIlt s'l^db of. Nurso .fcniiingw, 
\sho \(as coiufoii ,abl\' ostabh hod on tlna- niall terraer- irr 
the op'Ui air, \sith a loapot and a lal^'o pkafe of fjath'T 
strangely eolour' d oakos b.-M.lo hor. Shr' ha-,-1 not Si*en the 
Irish girl sinee Frainas Dcn/il's d'-ath. bid si m'- TuuS kmown 
she must see hr-r again. Sineo the night \(hon they had 
talked together, bofme .Sir 'I'lieodorc eaine lurek from the 
children’s party, Dolores'had felt that this girl would be 
some day in her life, and in^rnately. She had a premonition 
of this. 

Nurse Jennings looked up and smiled. 
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‘ Oh, it’s Lady Caiinynya ! ’ slir > xidaimed. 

IL r ylaasuir \sas (il)\a..us as ,s]|i |^r,,f ,||| and, ^vilh uii- 
(■inli.aTr.asMnl frankness, a,'ini'- farw.-iiil Id sliakn hands. 

' Lnt Ilia lia\a t' a \mI1i \a.u,' said ] )"l.«ri'S. 

‘ I’as, (,!'' I.ad',i ('a n n \ I in'a.’ 

Thay sat d' as n ■ ida 1 .y' sida. 

liagaii t^a nurse at ani'a. ‘ 71 m «lia\a n’t cali^ 
fisr me vet.’ 

I !.’■ 

‘Diiii't ea 111 I'aiie ml laf #.a ai said Ima \s ai d Jii-i' tn na\'e 
me \sul li yu if (j\ ar \s ■!i wan^ ill 
‘ Yes, 1 ramajiiliar.’ 

iPeS h " .i-Ta(4 k Il'ir 1 [ll'» Ilia ll< .ill ll\’ fl'- a].], d faca i )f t lia 

■ • 

nursa. 

\\ li\'<vhat is il Y ' Nnr-.a ,1, mm a,' asln d. 

I dmi’t kmm,, \ii.l ^ifl^ 1# J'ai 1 \ all Will niiiwa mi-^ a, line 

day,' 

' 1 )a \’an ? * I 1 11 III Iv I 'da- I Sail \'a ■ 11 :1 aM I n.' 

' [ w a^d' r. *\\ I la I 1111 1.1 , \ all I 1 111 17. a |a| I a I hi; ii' ' 

• ' 

' \\ ell, J eaiik i j , 11 1 a la| a|' h' alt lilt a il , I 11 link, nuiwing 

\a'ill.' 

' I 'm vkaj \S 11 ) fi al III,a I Iiat.’ 

Wde'nallm’ 

A I id \a 11 1 I 1 1 111 I. t l 4 .a I \s a| ik 1 Ilia ka a ei'' al d i ffal'ai Ii'a. allld 

hilja me ti 1 I'ais a, I I', I im .an ? 

'1 expi at ft Waiikl. And \a I 1 1 ’s all a .ea I II ft seiani'a, I 

; 'piise. ^>n<l T 'm all fa)' aaailaa.' 

*■ Tlnw' t^dkail all Tk.ai rfiills'. Itftk.is a natiaid Ihat Nurse 
.Tenniyv' ra-ry salf-|.a a ..va,] and. lian< s|, and \ avy ex- 

pai'ir'lieail a\a's I I'l af|i|i all li'l' fai'ia alniav| hki; the eyias 

laf the eld man m tlm ^laitrait^ .\nd aeam Unit sansia ef 

4 ;ireplietii^kne\sk ^Ij^e asmik d li' r. J )id the nurse-'? 

^^’lHrn tea»r\a^ e^-t r, and ])a|aras was ahaiit fa ga heme, 
she sard : 

dNihift: aia^'eu tliinkina alimit m.-, nnrsi«? 

‘ Tliinkiinp—Lmlv ('ann\'rma v 

‘Yes.^ llfi s’en't }ain lam n thirikiny semelhiny, nearly all 

the time wc i\'e*been tee, thar ? ’ 

‘ I don’t know that 1 have.’ . 

She spoke a& if she were ceufidcring, perhaps searclung 
herself. 'm 
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‘ Have I ? ’ she added. 

She sat, loiiking fiMl at Dolores. 

^Evcn if I have I cenildn't riLditly say what it is,’ she said 
at last. ‘ I s’jios^.- one leas a lot nf (‘|U( rr th"nght.s tliat go 
before one can catch thcnT,''like a snako in straw.’ 

‘ Whakan odd'Simile I ’ 

, .'Oh, I saw,, one once, wlcn 1 was a I'liild. d’hat’s whv 
IsO.lthat!’ 

\\d_‘n Ihcy ji.irtcd I)ok>r<-s asked Nurss Jennings to conre 
and dins' aith luw on the f. .It w, ing e\ eni[ig. 

She came, anel a relation tli.at was akin *^ei frieialship was 
establistied betueeii tliem. 'J'here was soni' llnng iji the 
Irish girl wtiieh .attr.aeti'd Di'twi s strongl\'. I’erhaps it was 
her powerful grip upon tie- Luirn facts of hfe, die odtii and 
the unblushing wav in which she stood up tsi Mother Nature, 
not iij) eiimit'v', ne\-er in enini‘v,, byt ju, ci imr.id' ly manner, 
ready to sa\g ‘ 'I'liat is so, and has got to Is; so I ’ to all 
Mother Nature’s dictates. Her kiiouhdge of physiohigy, 
her frank \say of speaking about fads [ly some c'-insidered 
improper—as if tlie\'were right and beautiful bi.'C,ause they 
Were natural, se(,'med tii clear the mind of lliilores iiif mists 
which li.rd, perhaps, g.athered there l.ieeaiiso slfe had li\n,(l 
for long in the midst of a Iiil'IiIv artilieial civil'sati-on. 
For anything t hat was ' again d Naluge ’ —her own jihrase 
-—Nurse Jennings hagl a great cont'mpt. ihit slie was r-x- 
ccedinglv lenient in mind tow.ards many wlio are usually 
condeinneil as sinicTs. .\nd now and thi'U she,, sturdily 
enunciated propositions,mat starth-d Dolores. 

Once, for instance,, wln.-n diecussing the sujjertluous 
woman question, wdiich in England hai.I bee nne important, 
she said ; , 

‘ I think e\ erv womap, if things are to.be fair,'Ought te- 
ha’i-’e a cliance to ha\'e one child. I don’t yiy nna'c—bu-t one.’ 

Dolores had immediately turned the coi',versath>n from 
that somewhat- delieate subject. Dut the nurse’s remark 
went down into her mind, to take its place by the gnawing 
thought that for so long had never ceased from its activity. 
And it had a pow'erful influence upon her. Fore^he had from 
the first looked upon the freckled and radiantly strong 
Irishwoman as a sort of eii bodirnent of wholesomeness both 

mental and physical. 

0 . 
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‘ If things arc to be fair ! ’ How often during that summer 

in RoriiL' those words rose in the mirfl of Dobsres. They 

• • 

came to hc^ more thnn once wlien she was witii Lady Sai^ih 
—for slie saw L)idy Sarah sornctirm-s--aiid slie w(_indered 
what Lady Sarah’^ view on tlifA suhjiet w<jiJd be. Rut 
she never imjuired. S.iinelhiny k< [U her tecretlv'#rcse-rved 
when slie \sas yith ^ady Sarah. L'>iil' .afterw^r<ls she kneve 
that it was an intr-ntion \\hieh slw must has’e fornietl, ,^Vr- 
ha|^ niotiths Ix-forw she was eomyletiR- aware that sh^had 
formed it. L.adv Sarah luid a sli’oiie strain of r'-liu nui in 
her. Nurv Jeiuwnys, alllioueh she w.as a (’aflrihe, and wjis 
very reeular in lier aLtendanee at Mass, liad not. And the 
woman who sit’S. life' onlv*throneh Nature 's eyes is very' 
different from the \soman who sees it throueh the eyes of 
the God*r(i\ eaUd in a reheion. 

laidv Sarah saw id-^eri^oy l*ne shntliny out the imrpense 
possiliilitii'S of God. Nurse .Ji nmngs saw a \'ery clearly 
marked one shutting in the rallaT crude possibilities of 

Nature. • * * ' 

♦ 

In her then condition i.d mind 1 tolores did not want to l(.)ok 
tod far, perha[)s tot she should sei' daik clouds of con¬ 
demnation. ,Slie almost frs'ired Ladv .'sarah, and sofiir t inieS 
she»wisjir(l she had never shown her that trTith \shen they 
sat together in the ^uetoria on the Rineio \sith Nero en¬ 
throned betwei-n lliein.* She had r.nened a doiir into her 
sjiul ll'.at da\T ami she was iissarK' sure Ladv Tsarah had 
s'^epjied in* an<i had seen niueti. Had she not sern too 
reuch ? , ’ * 

Scptemiber came, a golden Sept' mber, and little Then was 
quite out of dan^'iT, and was growing stronger day by day. 
Witli a nuliant fa<*<.‘ me jift' i noon Sir Theodore caune over 
W Palazzii Rarlxj-ini to make thc^ announcr-meiit of the 
child’s *tri(l( ;>towar^ls health. 

It his which shows it most strongly,’ he .said, 

and as.h^sp'sife his own liass voice took on mstronger, more 
’ tesonant tone. 

’ Poor little, chap ! It used to b(j like the voice of a gnat 
almost. But,now ! ’ 

He stopped, moved about the ^ ™me to Dolores 

and said : -• 

I Dolorejtta 1 ^ 
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‘ Yes ? ’ 

' 4Vliy net Come oUl with rne t<;i-Jay to Frascati,? It is a 
d^-y of rejoiniiy. Won't you come and .share in it ? I think 
—1 faiicN' if vou did I'hlna rsouM fed touehwl. You liave 
scare Iv 1 o \ rr at all, am'f t la ti only foi; such a few minutes.'' 

‘ I waVafi'aid U should he m Ihc way.' 

^ 1 know. .Ih eaiwe eve Wi ll- all So inj:( iit on Tlico, riatur- 
hIn;. Rut it ’s diffoi-eiit la c.s 
'Sit'.'’' 

' (./f (tairsc it is. Won't yoinediiie? You mourned for 
Francis. Ldna knew that. \\<.ui't you Wikc u }»ai't m her 
joy ' 

' Yes.’ 

She yot up nn<l \m nl lo jnit on her hat. ‘ 

‘ I "dill rejoice ! J te/// ! ' sin; said to herself. . 

WJieii sla.- re.ir-h'(1 h r hndrnojn,, faYosul of only putting 
on her hat, .as slw liad nihnded, she ehaiig'(.1 her gown, 
.hhe reiiieinhererl hou cri11e.'iIII ho(.. had |o. ij.( 1 1 ,at tic.' gown 
she ha'd [lui on f^r I he p]'i-sont-gi\ing on little TR-o's hirth- 
da\'. Ih ha<l thoiighf it to.i g.i\'. Miglit he not think the 
pale brown hiion she \eas woering lo-da\' not gae rai'SiigTi 
Almost^hke a ehild that furioiily wi.,h'o to yho g. .od ’ she 
summon I d lar maid and got into a f< ol a dress, : 11 ii 1 a pret t \', 
though ^ iniple, hat. 

W hoii she (Same do\Mi li'U hndi.'ind said : 

' Wh.it N time you 'p e boon, l)o|.a'o|la! 'I Ihoiight you 
eMUe rawer eoiiiing. Iwt 's Ijo off to l-'i.T-eal i.’ 

1 le did not la d as 11 [o '■ha tigs' she had'iiiad<, 

.\> the\' Were driving in tlas motor over the east,expanse 
which was the ]irov' of ita siin^Sir 'J'heo(h u-'. who had been 
silent for some time, andpvho ha%' more than once glairccd 
at Dolores I'ather doubtfullv, or (’rilieally (she wyvs nut sure 
whieh) said : 

' It 's vary good of you to I'onie, Dolon-tim,'^ 

‘ Good ! wh.st iionsoiise 1 Isn't it natural i shAuld come 
on a dav of joy to eongralulate frieiirls '? 
lie obviously liesitatss 1. Then he said : 

‘ I hope you don't miUl my .saying suniethiBg.’ 

The almost difhdei>cc Avith which he spoke, the evident 
discomfort and reserve, showed her the gap which was now 
, between them. 
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‘ Of course not. What is it ^ 

‘I \si-4i^\-ou Would inaiKigr really to look upon Edna us 
your friend.’ 

‘ But, Tlieo — what do you nrs^u V ’ 

There was a of hrui, 1 ^']ilite sin^’i'i^'- in hor 

voice. 


‘Of Course I l.iiT u['oii Fdii.a as ni}' fri'*tid. She hys"' 
uh^^VS l)eeu «’hai'iiiiiiy l,o ui'-.' ^ 

‘ I kfiow shs' h.ss! Slp' e.pild ipst ho :ui\- iTliliy eK^;./ But 

since Francis Ji^ d 1 I in', e 0*11 e t lines I liouoli I it W :iily him 
V' lU weTis ^ UH 1 of*, thal Volt did not erne ahoiil Jvllia. Alfti 
—I dwiid kno\\, of Course^ hut soue limes I hu\e thoiiglit. 

too. that I'ldna Tia* 1 souis- su?pieion ^ d j I 

‘ But ,what l^aS e f done. (Sf left Hill loll e s 

‘ ^\'ell. *0011 hurried uwuy from h’l.i'e.iti to (.'onio after 
\v'e had talvsii the h'^** t' 


‘ I came hiiet; direetlv I knew \ou (.'ouM imt |oin 
• ' * 

me.’ 

■ \ es. iiul _\'ou di.l not *'imim at i-'rascal 1 . And rasu 

-Itl^rci.'h' e\-er IS me; I I I'.' 

' M\' dear ’I’le o,' she said, smiltny. ‘ I’.iit I atn coinin.LT 
over ni >w ! ’ • 

l*or *the moment she smd im nioi-e, 'Idm feel that he 

willed her to he at htao'al i for Bdii.i'e sk -, h .1 I'idna miedit 
fi.-el seeo'lls' off. leh d or eiirnris.el, mwid.' Itolms s f.sd as if 
her heart \M;r.; as h.'ud as llm . im iwld she Jied \^.ln at tie' 
t.U’idgc ti^imnyment.^ She reineinh^a'ed lie- j. m l's ugliness 
fi., her tof^^'h m the dark, and it #. eue .1 to her I leaf licr 
hii sh.'^nk in a st rang. ■ 1 ni e .rale'. , was* se| 1 m o < , 11 1 t. > cm ri pass 
I'lis own rlishoiefnr. Wh. n tie w. re le.l far from tlie foot 
of thcjiill which a*ei nds*to I’r.i .,al 1 le spok.' again. 

• ' There*.is a s[»eeial r.a-.oii,' hi;.saiil, still ilh oli\-ious 
res.I'Ve’ and Tlisr. mwfoi I, ' why 1 think it would 1"; nnu’h 
better iTT'o^ Edna saw u little more of each oth. r.’ 

‘ Is there ? ^\ ^li it ? ’ 

‘ Well, Dol ores, es c lir e in the rr oriel, anel must reine inber 
the evil f-yes ♦inj the shaiji tjangue/ Xoho.ly, perha[)s, has 
been more trtiiired to cousciousne of their existence than 
one who has beeit a diplomat, as I ha\V. Komc is a watchful 
old lady ’—as he continued he ♦r idcntly became more un¬ 
comfortable, ari'i ’\ras trying to speak more lightly and 
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easily—‘ and can be ver^' mauvai'^/’ hin^U(\ T cannct help 
thinking that if you are not a yood friend, to Edii'u people 
maj" beyin t<> talk.’ 

‘ But what abi-.iit ? ’ D'>lorrs asked, with an air of yentle 
ignorance. ' Hr shall saydt ! 1 ’ll mahr him say it ! ' she 

was sayidy in that In art \shi<'h felt hard. 

' ‘It’s \'rry absurd nf (smrsr, Imt .'v’siut my seeiny so 
mutb of Edna. Xaturallv. 1 cuulil ns-wT care for s^ch 
nonst| rse on my own .•irrouhl. But shr has no man novi- 
to protect her, and it is rnv duty to think f'y In r in tln.'Se 
matters, 7’ou sec ni}' poMiim.’ 

‘ Could pei>jilr re.alh- bi s<i sill\- ? 

‘ We must remeiiil)rr that Iv'uea is still yoimy ! ' he ob- 
sen’ed. alna.st as if he wrrr sliyhtly iirttlrd. , 

‘ Ves, that's true. Well, uh.at is it you wish me to do ? 

‘ I think it woiilil 1)1' wise i^ye il s.a.-*,--^. little more' of I'.dn.i, 
were more intimate with her. It \sould neake thmys apje ar 
in th(/ir true liyhl.’ 

‘It's a little dillieult now.. bie.ause Edna ne\Vr comes 
to Rome, nc\‘er comes to see nie.’ 

‘ TlnTe ’s a yooil reason for tliat .’ 

‘ Is there ? 

‘ You know it as well as I do. Koine has tewiMe mtmo'ries 
for Edna, and espi-ei.allv B.alazzo BarlH rim.' 

‘ I did not people Ije' [’.'ila/,zo \sith them.' 

‘No, of Course not., Kut it is obwously f.ir iMsier for 
you te) I'isit Edna Ilian for Edna to \ isit \aiu.' 

Dol ons said nothiny, She feared to saw sori^iHhiny sh^- 
would reyret. ' ■■ , 

‘But pi-rhaps-' Sir The^.dore hee.arr, He stopped, 

looki'd at his \\if(_a and (untimieik ‘jieiisaps it lior^s you 
comiiiy to I’raseati, eiCeriny into sueh >a homei'y famil'Y 
circle? I’erhajis you don’t care for th^ ehildten anti their 
prattle ? I know it is not every one w ho i5sy_i ^uire'for the 
simple things. 'And you are- sueh a sueis-s.’ 

‘ I—a success ! 

‘ To be sure, with youv prizes for tournaments, and your 
skating feats, and your salon.’ 

‘ Would you have mt ai^ utter failure ? ’ 

‘ I certainly would not nish you to be tfored because of 
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‘ Wo ’ll see huw I get em tu-d.iy,’ she said, laughing. 
‘How sei'i<iusly you take everything *-now ! ’ 

She forijod irony into her r'oici', Imt iiKh'cd she fel| a 
faint sense of irisiiy. Tln ri.' ari' few wcinu n Avlns have iK^it 
woiidered sonietin^es at the naf*de "f the inun they love, 
1)' ilores almost wnndcixd now. >et sh'-4vn< \v tiiat Theo¬ 
dore was eleveri'i' than sli'- was. Hut not alHUit tin' things 
' • * 

of the heart ! In thoo an-, he not as a hliiel man stnmluing* 
in Tt d^U'kness th;ij: might be foR ? Ur —was he s'ylfully 
blind? 

Aiyarro^v of jealousy pi' reod her. 

‘'Idlings tliat ai'i' sorious ought to le- talnm seriously,’ 
said .‘^ir Theod^if, with ui^iaial 11111111,11,. •\\'c all know 

how tii'esona- th'- iicojilo ai'o \s'ho tala- frissiloiis things 
soIiunnlU, I’.iTl tho,.- who take Ihs' \utal things fru'oleiiish' 
arn Worse e||;ai nieis b'jir<eoyii.^’ 

' Is that a rebuke to nie ? ’ she asksil, still smiling, ainl 
wit h more us iiw . 

' No. •Ihil 1 Inust eoiifess 1 don't think you alw.aVs (jiiite 
H]giis. eiati' w liat 1, mi| n 'Vtant in liumau li fr- and rvhaf, is not.’ 

■^’Iie motor turned in Iho l. fl, and earne into th'.- straight 
lilt of ri lad wjiieh hsids to the bin /./a lioiuana. 

‘ J mjist ti v to learn from r'em,’ siie aiiswere?!. 

He said hoLliiiig myis-. 


FHAPTFU XXVII 

* • 

i’iiAT day.Edna lUm/.il was ha[>]iier than she had VieeM since 
her Friiu/.rdiwd. S|(e had (merged fisan a gis.at fisar, and 
her feau had ta^dit In.r shaigily a I s^on. I'm- months she 
Inad bij(.')f bffeiding o\’er tie thought of wlmt sfie had not. 
Now she r<.'ahs(‘d ffliw much she still had, so much that (Fid 
miglit yet take awav from her, if He ehose ! because He 
had choseli ty spare h(.T son, Fdm^was able at Last t'O turn 
to Him although He l\a(.l snatehetya\vay Ikt husband. She 
was able to do what she had not d(.^ie for a \’ery long time : to 
go quietly’ and alone to a church,^ to kneel down and thank 
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11 Itii. A'^ the Caiiiiviigc's iiiutor ascended the hill, observed 
by Mrs. M assiiiyh.'Uii bvhii, as usual, was iiistalhsl in the red 
I'leyia, with thi' llalu', a nsn'e], and a jh' i''' cf embr'>ide]’y, 
Edna Hi.ii/il (^.aiue alniii' fmni th'' Callc.dral nf San I’letris, 
wh'Tc sh's bad Iti.iai ]ir;»]'iiiy berore iy ]ii''tnrc of S^unt 
Ant h"ny(, d I’adn.a. 
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ti) 11 1' lu in .a I'lii 'a|) li 111 fi,1111'■ w a ' 1 ’is 1 11. j-a a S. Antonin 
di Pad' asa,’ bryiiiiiiny \silli tie' W'lisE: '() nci^f yra<'iTais 
Saint A.iPaiio, Iwar iny hnnilil'' \ Ml.','.' 

Ihil J'.diia iTid led |>ra'/ t'l ally saint lAi-n tn M^ubcina. 

She \'.as able, ind's d slas fell eli||s, ,|. te ceiiiiMunicale dirs'ctly 

with Gild. .\nd as she did sii slw fell an iinnieasur'able 
iwlief, as she dll] SI I slis' was awaris ef ler h'lia bitterness, 
slie knew the ti'i'tin'i. that wrinys tbe whieh n Syls ayainst 

the deei'ees il eann"t I, iideiNl a ml. (inly Ihsii.^when she 
esea]ied friirn it, did slm truly kmivs it. 

She praS'ral fur a lniiy tune, and in that jirayer found 
renewal. In thankiny she ubfained. True yratitude re- 
Ceiees tlw ni'isl saered yifls, and Edna kmwv that in tb'' 
peace \shich deseended upnii Ic r sniil. slie staaf M'nne teears 
while she ]ira\ad. .\nd they yaw.' a strini;.,,;^’, a ni ire low'ly 
hfe to the llnr'.ers '.|irinyiny up in la r hi ait, '' ^ 

She canic mit intu the sun-sc« ireh-'d piazza before the' 
Cathedral with the- dre.ns of the linl}' veater still wet upon 
her forehead. And as ^he did sd, as she 'stood ad the top 
of the stejis for a momei t and lnoked at the triple fountain 
bubbling among its ferns fif the base of the barrack-like build- 
jog vfhich sU'xniy rises above it, as she heard the clang of the 
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bells that ring untirLnL'ly out i r the vims and the elives, 
as if Sending their message t<a Uenic, m*>tlieT nf ull ini ssages 
of l.UIs nf aH Catle ■ lie ehnre'he's, slm wundsrsd if Fraiizi eeiild 
See- her. sVt this iiemmiit, fur tie- first time sinee his de-alh, 
she fi.'lt as if he \\ei^- ali\e‘. Aiidj-he fell t liat J)eeau^(s she 
lead re lie-We'd tie- tl'i|e lifi' m ler -e >i|[Vy 

She' ere.ssed the Fla//:i, and eallle el|t llefere the ItllslMlI 
Re'lle' Vue', and ill ttie di laliee sle- leard the seimd I'f a 
luet^, riiniii lie 1 e l ■■.'v en 11 1 .l^uMe i-, iw . ef | r'*-' ^ that s)-, 'Her 
th'-' public 'A alt. s 1 )\- tie- - I r. !, ^1 e\ er lueli ( ti | iba Idl ^U'lUides 
(>U a. n^iarbU ped.^l:i|. In a nieiie nl ''.he sn',', that it" waij 
Sir TheedMre''s met^.r, and as it drew up di,' xteed mi tie- 
jKith by its dem* fulll.f lie|* IIIw-f, ,und p' aCe ; eehieh was 
happiness. net*si|eli :r-, she liad enee |•,ml’'.^n, but -aieli as was 
prepai'eiUfi^r le^- nms', al this stave in the hiiiv piU'iimage. 
AmUls tie - del ir I Ip< le 'J^|e ne,! ni"t "f Sir Ties m|i ife, 

W hmn she Wa e \ p. e| n ig b . si e, but ef I )mImI-| 

She wa-i surpried. d’et at this m-'inent she esiiiild ha\'e 
b- i-n I'eadv te 111* ei i|'d lal, allii'ist in tlA- eva\' ef t ha I ■* I'id Iia. 
l)<n/,il wile had due d ete- iiiglil in l’ala//e Marie rmi tu 
bh s* a reef tree. ! 'I I 1 t d I I'ee I I 'S sle' net the e\a e ef I )e|i US'S 

she felt as if sy1 1 e l hmg in ]e r iI Ie red u[a \ et I le , w'es 
\veT'e ^liijing abe',i‘ '.milinv lips. A liand ela'.'|iid lieiw. and 

r'\’en held it '.'dllle h Uel^'.'e U'l I \'e I'e sp.il.eU. 

‘ ri e-ard ef yeim jey afid I cane' e\ er \sith 'i'hee te shanr 
it, if yell w ill h f me.' ^ 

TheS(.* w^l»' the 'I'eU'cf., Ill le r ear-.. Sle'. lee* smiled. She 
retiuTeal tin, leind ela^ji. Mul je\'’s f fferl h ss ease was gene 
for the moment right eiit ef her life. 

Sir 'llieedeis g.^t eiil, aiid at eie'e I'idiia saw that hr- was 
no lenge-r the happry tie' .-Jmest exulbud man rs he liaii h ft 
h(4f but a fasr lieurs^a-ge, 

‘ Whey slinll.I tell tie te Celie' fer yell f ' he asked his 

wife. > • ^ 

‘ Ileisw l^ig*all Veil le al' my eempaiiv, Edt«i V ’ she said, 

•fmiling. 

Edna made a streng t ffert to reiyipture the fei ling of 
happines.s, cif ggo({ness, that had drsjemleil ripen her in the 
church, and luvd marie her at jieace v)itKherself and with the 
world. • 

‘ Stay a long while, if you don’t riind our dull little house 
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and ways. I always fcol we are quite dreadfully domestic, 
Dolores. Stay till aVter diniuT, wuii’t you ? ’ 

/ Oh, 1 think that would he almost t'.io late. Besides I 'vc 

got-’ she \'-a^ uhoiit to say ‘ Nurse .Jenninys dining \vith 

me.’ But she reuiemhert‘i uheut I'raugis, and after ii pause 
slie said,*' I ’\'e g'd s.jho one dining \'.itli me to-mght.’ 

' Have >'oii ? is it ? ’ said Sir 'rheedure, as if in an 

effort to make eheerful eonrsTsation. 

'Nurse .lennings,' she said qiiiekly.- 'Let me sta^ for 
an h.*iuE Edna. At h.df-past siy, 1‘ietro ! 

- The chauffeur took off his cap, and they furmol and 

d'.’scrnded the steps. 

The III'ntiou "f Nurse Ji'nir tigs tvail dr.rply reciilled to 
Edna’s mmd all tie' iiorror of the op- ration cukI Eraneis’s 
death. She had leaer sisn the nuree since rheii. and could 
not liear er < n to lliink of lun'. s\nd^us sic had nras-r heard 
of aiiv fri' iid diip 1 >et\\' ell h'T all' 1 ] I"!"] ' s sic ^^■as surprised 
at the nr id loll of t h'- 'limcr. Sir trr 'I t'l dciniss thr- matt'-r 
at once from Ir r miirl. Ihit, sic C'liild no,. .Sh* was haek 
in I‘)da/,/.o Barhenni. Sli'‘ was wit h Eran/.i on tlm sofa 
waiting' for Ins smimioiis to gi't ri'ir j\'. .She recalled tIr ‘ 'c ing 
time when she airl 'I'lcodor'.' sat to'.ellr r in yli ir'e waiting 
to know the t'erdct. H'r ])ra\'> r m tic Eatlr dial of San 
rietrt^ liad reh as'il Ir r from hill' rir ss, airl tlr- lutterness 
did not now ri'tiirn. lint t h'- go at sadness did, with a S'lmse 
of th'' t' frihle realities \shieh make U(> siielv a large part of 
life. .Sic di'Eiiot iind any words to hr''ak tlr: uleiice which 
hiad fallen till tlcy W'-d- coming into die house. And tlwn 
her Words were hanal, 

' D'ln't YOU fiml it vi-ry dull in Bonic at Ihit time, 
D< ilori s ? ’ 

‘ Well, it i^n't d' lirioicly gay, Iklna, I collf< i^s that.’ ,, 

Sir Tlv 'idor'', win was tchind tlcm, frowned. * 

‘ And the Beat ? ’ 

‘ Oh, tliat ’r, quite bearable, if one shuts oneself up during 
the middle of tic day.’ 

‘ You ought to come out here more.’ 

‘That’s what I tell^Dohiretta,’ said Sir Theodore’s deep 
boss from behind. - *• 

‘ To cheer you all up 1 ’ said Dolores. 

Silence again fell, till ^hey reached the first floor. 
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‘ Is little Thco up ? ’ ask<-(l Dulores. 

' Oil a chuise lujigui' in the logpia. Hut he must verj' soon 
go t'l hr(f’» 

‘ happy you must be feeling I ’ 

‘ I am Very than|;fiil unleeil,’ 

Slie (spened a (le(_)r, and th' y <^Mie iiiti)«the sit^ing-reiorn 
wliieli ga\'e iiu t'l tile li.ejia. Ilus'iieli th'' I'r^iieh uind'.iws 
1 )iil'ires sa\'.' the l^reail liai'lc aii'l l.icee b^ll\^n head of 
Mrs^ Mi'i ^slngham, ^ d his head \s'as ie " li 1 11 le, a.iid a thread 
of S'lfirario vmec, \ary sijffdl, but I't ar and sa^etr was 
audili^v sinain5 : 

( 'eine ■•I t:i la ^ai'e, 

* ^'■lili’le Il'S-Tn, |;i 

hi |"■||-,L. t.ll'C, 

I'.'l un lii'l liaei's Hi'i M'i'a.' 


D' ih'ires st' lod still. 

‘Walt!’ slie. murmured. 'Don't I<t us o" out till it's 
finished.’* d'lie ^’ouii'l lead e'.ntinu'd 1" n"d, baeltuards 
and forwards, and from one s*le the nlle r. a , if tie' sin'mr 

O 

wen.' oruiduetinL' in a m w \\a\' \Mthout a bat"U. 

r.e'e I'lie \ iie'e 4 euoo', 

I', r le- il 1 '.'I r Ilia r.iUa, 

• 111' s(■; *■ r ^ i I 111:11 ' I 111111 r , 

I lie ('(il I era lia 1 1 u I at la - 
I 'aee ' lie I h irele v11 
Miila t'‘iiiTani''i ite 
I t'a’C rVisi ri 11 1 e 1 11 -a 
I 111 ra -1 i in ainiai I e, ’ 

The eeast'd and lie'-le ad stopjied nodding. Then 

a small vijice, with a t'luidimg geaIt. ness and slnuilii'itv in 
if: said ‘ _ 

‘ Thaidr you, i^nrt'a, 1 ’m sure I should hate to quarrel 

now.’ 

' Is that Then spcnleing ? ’ said D'.il'sres. 

' Yes.’ said Edna. 

Dolores»saw that her eyes were fuljwif tears, 

' No one shotdd ever quarrel, liifl why now, dear ? ’ said 
Mrs. Massingham. ^ 

‘ I don’t know. But I feel now^s if I liked every one.’ 
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‘ That’s a very nice fcchinr.’ 

‘ V'vs, i.Mi't it, Noni^a ? 

Dnlnri's ^veIlt nil. iiasM'il tlirnich thi‘ Fi’i hiMi \^iI'’lll^)^v and 

k . . 

c,arim intn tli<- Inncia. 

‘ 'J'hnii yoij iiiM-t Ii1j‘ nil'; Tie'll | ' slin v.uil. 

Shi' \S|nt '.lr;»;clit n|w''iii a Iniic ''hair, mi ^vlli''h rs'im a 
till}' fi iriil 'I iN'iTi 1 1 w 1 1 h a rue, a la :ii I ',■> 1 1 1 1 aa I'l fu 11 'V I iri I da d 
' lirtmii h.'iir ,sii|i| h ah . | la.- mi^hii aia, and, liiiaiime < 1 m\\ii, 
ki.SM 'll till' |i:ili'dl tt la fa I 'a I ha I had 11 ii'ia d tn'.v al'i 1-, lli.r, • 

In^lhr.ie thia '-.ha had la'I 'amnliah \'l' Id' d tn .'ifiaafa'd 

yi II id ilil| ml a, I 111 I \|. Ill'll 'd|a a.'iw' t ha I I ii'.'^y, ,I1 | n t la J 11 th' 
Imv’s I'Vi"-;. .'Liid laard hllil aa'.'. ‘tlf i-imr a. jhif thaths 
la d hill e. ia il. 1 M I'a 11 .a ', I 111 h a 1 a,i,i' friar ' I ! \ fall -la'* a, luld 
li I\'a thia ah lid a a II id'- 'i 1 Iia I uralh, la' h a. ad ;ill I'l 11 li ll'i'ii - - 
it mil;-.' aha waia alha'.a,! t" ha h r liia' 'th I'lnt 'di. tn 
linvi' a smi i ,f h' r n'.i, n ' 'I’l i ly' t la' riadiM'iil ' a.r nar. I la - ji ‘ah ,ns 
jlmai'aanr nf a (dllld ! T'> aac a i'1 1 I l'X"h I I'11 11, d 11 I','d Ilil'af tia 

fill', put lar III fi 'I'l I I, ,ry nia', a \ in i1 , fa I la r,! 

' \’n‘ii d'.'ir, pi'itl'.' ar'.'ilnra' Win I th mrdit.r'nu rMra' 
iia\'i r I'niiiine laair na an\' iii"Va.' 

Mr a. .Maa n India in I dn il,' d ra pa ll\' m- ala 1 .1 -ad 1 )i i|. m 

Sha Vi'ai'l hiaiilm and aaarmh^' had a alrniiy l•:Ulina tn- 
r.ai'da lliiiieahlial , I'a 1 n'l 11 i.h 11 1 and |iai'Mina whn aljiiiie. 
Fliin'e'd 111 d'Ilia 'til'll V aa 1 a ' 'a.aa, and thnrniiahp- happy 
in it, sha iia'.'i'i'l Ill'll a , I'niihl iail milii'il'.' ilitai'h la r uc.ind 
frnlil till' L*‘'| at \\ ni'ld , \ 1 a I alia 'a ^1 a ' had I'l . i T an n M a'h id M mt 
Dnlni'i'S in tla’ ll'diali papal', |)‘iliiri'- had hr'ajiina in har 
vvas an aiiihndiiia nl nfi.ill that, la r n'.sm ili .ip daiiehtar rva,s 
lint, Sha Im'i'd I'dliia, hilt aha liad anii a'111 la a ' , i ^had that 
Edna vi'i'a a tin\ hit mni'a rs'nrMly. iimra laa/a/n/uc'. ^ X"\v, 
Ilf aniirsa, that was iiiipn-,-ihla. • Mi-'. Ma, .hiLdiam was rpiite 
Ital laii in lu-r \ u \v <» f tha diiitahia fifr f, ,r a, « idmv.^ 

'Sit dn'.i.n ha'idi' ilia and t'll na. sninalliifia uf \'mir 
wrindcrfiil lifa in Ihmia,' sir' addad, kai'plu-fii r hiyiil nil the 
hand of I)nliiri,.a. and drawing har intn ma nf tltf sti;' 0 .\v cliairs 

.'—1 y , 

with r'cd ciishimis. 

Ednn Dmizil and Siv^ Thmdnra W' lit nver to little fChco, 
bent over him, then s;(^ dnwh by him. 'An'd by the way 
they went, together, ,l)\^their whole manner of being with 
each other as soon tas .she was —as it wer<y--detached from 
them, Dolores gathered tli|‘ir much greater intimacy. 
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Tlifre on the chaist: lonfiin: lay tin link which hcM them 
iu tiylitly toyoth'T. 

‘ My vfiiiidi.rful life, (k'.'ir Mr-'. M.i--oncluim ! 

‘Yes, yes. 1 all y"ii arc (l"iiiy iu the 

nc\N s) iapcr;>.' 

‘ N'ov ! rshat faM'inal me I' auii -/ it ini'*.! iiiak^' ! Lady 
Laniiynyc walled alent- in tin- \'illa ia acrli,-s,. ; I.ady 
LuiiiiN’iiy' sat at lihiim and V'.id I)'.’"! 3/i'd,/-/( /V/rnyu’. 

I,a»^' La nil \mc'‘ 'I im d at ac ■ i iii a 1 m ,^1 i d a aji i at ■ ndit, and 

\\ent t'' li'al at nilm I 'Idii' f a i ii i a 1 1 at s nni't lie at thiai wits’ 

V]\i[ f' 'T I ' •[ Ht’Nf 

^ • • 

MrT. M aasincliain Ian dad. She he. id t'* laiic'h, aral 
Ihi'ile^t \aa'y '.I'jiall tNiiL'a, aald hy ] n ''|i|e '.'diein slar Iliad. 
I '.yi'eineh' aiijn -me. 

■ \’on»are a '1 M aa\,,iiar' | a'I I le aid, | > a 11 i ny the 

hat,id aim V| ill 1,1 Id. ‘ Lnl are ymi le.alh.- ahaie hke that ? 
1 ll< >n't a| Ipl a’, e ef t I r I 1 “|1 Tl I T ’ 

.She was ah'jit te lai.^e h' r \s.|<s .and -a \' .‘-enalhme !i> 
Sir 'Ida a M^I .re, s'.Ji., \\ a . I a 11. me I.. Ii t fh* 'I'li. . . and Id iria. hi it 
1 ), >1' .res .st' .] I]d la r. 

dN'c 11 '.. I m li'.i. 1 ha'.' had'. .Sal'.di all s, ,i'ts nf 
l>ei.[.|i'. 1 talk t'. tla' 111 ' ii i.n dnl\ III I he niuseuins.’* 

' Hut, my (T ,i|- child-’ 

‘ t\ hy, e\'en t'.-nieht I ha\''' a I' enlar dmns'r-]iai'l','.' 

‘ ildlat ’s Inueh 1 a I t%' 4 

' (.)iie .Ilia w. < di, hut a \ 'ly I nee t.i,. ' 

.V ^vr.nl.Jn 1 ' said*-Mr-.. Mii^-amjlaun, tur*nmy lar laryc 
rmiiid cy<ws sl*\rl'%- fi«.iii lar ] .rel I y Jaand. al '.\hi<-li she had 
L’tanccd. asVh' eja- , ,f|, ,, dal, t.. 11 le'f.ice , ,f | ),.], ,t, s. ‘ Ih .w 
tla/ ItSlTaiis inusl admire \a.u, all (la' -inait men, 1 mcaii, in 
i\i..me.’ s 

I la'pc Ml,' Said li'.l'.r's, siirtlmy, and trxine t.. lie.ar 
* hat tlic at. .uj. I .f*f hj'. '' at I iie ' .1 la i'' ; id ' .f i he h .y ei;,, w ere 
talkiny ^ihsiiit s,.^m^|y. ' H,n1 tla i'/ are i,,. smart men in 

Ihma/ ra^'. •S'. I h.-u..' t" jnit up r'.ilh \',(.Tn. n.’ 

.\i'e yi'U Ilk'/ \ ' mijuu'eil Mi''. .Massmyham seii.iiisly, 

■ In what way ? 

Vi caif’t be’ar r'. c.mem .Slat ' Hih’J.arc' f. .)• na. n.’ 

' a\o, I hke women very much. ¥hl^c yi.u, d( ar Mrs. Ma.s- 
siipyham.* , 

And this was true, Mrs, MassiiArham wrvs the only person 
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with whom Dolores could feel at her ease in the house at 
Frascati. 

‘ But where is Vi ? ’ Dolores add'd. ‘ And wh'ire is Iris ?’ 

^ They were sent out for a elonk'. y ride to ^ive Thee) a 
rest. Edna ! She doesn't hear me.’ 

Mrs, Mii-'Oiieham turiisju more reariid in h'-r chair. 

'Edna! IMna ! ’ 

’’i’es, mamma. hat is it ? 

E'lna looki'T round. A lauedi was ju>t elying away ,^soir 
her Eiis x-inl '-ves. 

, ■ W hen will till- children lie hack ? ’ 

I expi'ct tin In 'O'Cy.' niinut'-.’ 

She turned again to tic* t.oi 'Hieos. Aji'-' tin- tiny laugh 
of thi' still Weak hoy lose Up in chorus \Mlh -Sir Tin 'oelore’s 
big bans sound. 

'Do you know, Mio. .M:.jeajnghani aesunied an alnu'st 
port'-iit'iiisly myab mills iiiaiinei'.'’as*sln' kant a little ii'-arer 
to Di'l'ii'i'S —'do \ 1.11 kin.a, I really tlniil: sh'.* is hi.giniiiug 
t'S get o\ cr it ! ’ 

E'lna, do you nn an ? ’ 

‘Ilu^h, my di ar ! \ es, Enina! Sim must not kine-- I 

think it Be'.ple di.n't like sin-h thoiights, Jhit since Then 
is out of dangf-r she is a diff. is lit er. aluie. I can't tell you 
what I has'i suff'.r. '1 with her all this long time.’ 

'Ilaye you ? ’ > ' 

‘ Yes, See'ing her so change(.l, like a stone ulnnast, except 
when your husband was In i'-.’ 

' lie ch'sered Imr uji, I iiope.’ 

' I think he did. But I coul'.ln’t. I am so gkid you are 
so hajipy with him.’ ' '■ 

Again she pn.sssed the hand vd Doloixs. " 

E'lna t'.iUl Ill'.' once.’ 

' Till'! you! What, d'-ar Mrs. Massjngham. ? ’ 

'That yoiir hushainl hail a gol'Iim nadir'' -T remember 
the very words, tln-y \vere so odd 1—and thereAirewthat you 
wt're a veiy' hapjiy svoman ! ’ 

' A golden natirre ! ’ t 

' Yes. Wai-^n’t it ap odd expressi'sn-? But I quite 
understixid what woq n'^'ant, as no doubt you do, Edna 
has an extraordinary opinion of your husband.’ 

' I am so gUid.’ 
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‘ Yes. And whatever men may say women can really 
judge a man best. I am #ure I la ver .sluv any human being 
more devhted tleiii he is to children. They really worship 
him.’ 

’ Do they ? Dear little things 

Mrs. Massinghain again hnib.d nivsti ri...,^1 leaned 
tijwards Dehires, protrudhig her larg^ hea<l, and opt ning lier 
eyes eaiy" witlc. 

' —hush !—if litth' 'I’ll' ti hail died like his,father T dnri’t 
know eslcit vniir husband \sj»uhl lia\e diuie'. 1 di>ii*t' llunk 
he could have-^Mirne it.’ 

‘ W’e ha\’e to hx ar things, dear Mrs. Mtosinghain.’ 

‘ Ah*—1 know L 1 kwow !*, Lut there aro some' thiuas that 
are toi:i mueh.’, 

‘Yes,’•said hiiilores, again looking towards the group of 

' And evhi 11 tJii'i/ eoini —a^ II, ni\’ di ar eliild ! 

Mrs. M: issingham lift'-d h- r po tty little hauik, raised her 
chin, and yiad'- a,faee siiggi •'tiee of eat .*i-l \ un. 

' .And I don’t tliink eve shoiilfl judge tie ni 1 ’ she eontimietl, 
oraoMlarly, ha\ mg appan ntly tliouglit eontmuou dy llnough 
the hiatus in her language. ‘ Hut, o[ e, airs , we' a I a'As do ! ’ 

‘I don’t tliTnk 1 should eate v,hi tier I s', i*!'!- judg'd or 
not, 1^ 1 liad done- 'Ahat J was obligi d to do,’ said Dohires. 

Ai*il there Was an al?iii^.t hard sound in h'-r \oie-e. 

‘ You ! ’ said .Mrs, Ma^singhani. ’ W fi_v, \'on de.Ar, [iretty 
creature, ms^tody eoiihl ever judge you. 'I'h*y could only 
pitv you. *l-‘uh, thank Uod, there- is^io m <d for that. My 
Idfiia was riVht. A’ou an- a hapjiy v'i'onian.’ 

.\t tills* iiKsment tliere was a sound of shrill voiee-s, a patte-r 
of feet, the door i*[iejie-d, and 4ris and \'iola ajipeared, rosy, 
beaming, arpl excit' d from tic ir iPonln y ride-. Iris (-arried 
in her hand “a Vilup)*al;uost as big as Tc rs. lf. which 1 tolores 
recognise'!^ at (.inci^^is’lc r jiresent to htlh- 'bheo on bis last 
birthdav. ^,^.Sh* walke'd firmly towaiels the loggia,, with her 
J,egs rather wide apia;^, in a manner suggesting that she reide 
almost a5 often as the average cavalrv ollicer, anei tliat she 
always rodb astride. And as Ahe cj/nie in she announced 
tvi'ice : 

‘ My donkey tun’ijDled down ! My eloukey tumbled down ! ’ 
Behind her the httle Viola, dresse^ in wliite, with a shady 

N 
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white hat, je'epr-J ^\'ith aiixi'jiis eyes, perhaps to see whctl 
any men were nf thv- partv. 

‘ My d'Mila y turiiM. il it.wn 1 ' repi at' <1 Ins Icsallv, fe>r t 
Elird tinic, as sha aailad thi- LViIn'Ii \S iij( i. .WS ai\j[)a on 
tile 111 
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ditsvn to tile eliild. e’ 

‘ No, I dond want to ! ’ 

' lint-! ’ 

"1 tloii t want to!’ r>|>eated Ins, I \'. I.liny ler faee and 
avoidiny the j ,r. .ff. red 1. n 

' Ne\'er niin.l lie n ' said ] )o|, ,is s. o. 

]>nt she fi II nif s.iiiii; one had slrneh her. ■’ 

‘Tell us ahoiit the had lilll - doiila 1 ' ( Xidainied Mrs. 
Massinyhani, loohiny une, .n doi tah]i_. ‘And tliii I daresay 
kind, dear Lady Canii} nye \\'dl j)Ia\' you a pis tty tuned 
‘ But he wasn t had. j^Aiad I don’t want a tune tis-day.' 

At this rnonient Inina, whs> was \ (.r_\' paitieular atxsut hca 
children’s manners, and v ith a mother’s instinct had yuessed 
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that something was not (jiiiti' as it s|ii,)uld be, got up and' 
I'aTiif ipiickly ovi r to Iris* 

‘ What F it ’ die asl.od. , 

‘ Xothiiig ! ' said Dotiiss hastil}'. ‘Iris was going ts) 
tsll ns hIm lut h'-r (h jils y.’ 

'I’m afraid nsIi'Ii IIm- doiil.c fi II i^is dr^ppod h'r 
manii' rs.’ said Mrs, Ms msliain. almo ,1 s \S'i^ ly. 

‘ I must go and sp. slI; to \ i,' said I (' diis gat 11 lio up. 
Ifarjaeo rvas biinU'. Ilii li-s!, Sli-' \^'nf o\ar^to her 
l.*^d.and and A’|o|a. 'I'ha.iil [ la girl v. a ^ I ill ill ftis^iriiis. 

aiH 1*^1 til Ijol I* h' f t 111 hand . w a ^ w ry i 'a T' full', and n i ta n t K' 
arrariLung his lliiaf, liair. Ir.ins' to ,nia.i||i iL down (.iii aanh 
side tha parlfti*.'. * • 

‘ A\ Ire, w h« I 1 - \ 1 d- '1 IIS' to yoiir hang d'h' o Y ’ suid !)< 'lores. 

‘ Isn’t sir, s:il ikliad '.Mill I ha a\' you N'oar it Y ’ 

Sha triad to spaah gail-e, h a l' .Idmnioiira,! el^ill'ing 

intoiiat ion ; but. d' yi I a Tim ■■ If, I In lr"n'^■ \'diiah .Sir d'liao- 

^rlofi’ had baiar un|i|aasanl h. a\'.ara ..f in tin- inot,,r empt 
aralli ini' InT* S'oii'a, Ai.iln lurind’lnr lead, |o.,T..d at 
Dohnso, than abriiplhe tnrind Inr Insul auay. She began 
to wnlha in .Sir 'I'ln -'d' 'I'a s arm s 

' I wants g ' a, i do\Mi ! ’ sha w hi yaiad to him, nliking a 

* * 

faea, 

lb' ]mt liar do\sn .'^t onea, and slir- imiiiadiataly ran over 
I o ftaf niotliar and Trn, * ^ 

‘ Wdiat was tha doi n V to yoiir hair 1 lot ‘I'as sifid. 

1 b r <'\-as^ind In-r hu d -aiid's n lat, ai id for a iiioniant —a long 
inoiilaiit 1^ sdaiin d * va.'' d. And ^hih- Itohaas looked at 
har husbaiTdjha afh.rt sha niada to.ratain hardihood sent 
lliroiivli liar a hid'oiis saii'.ilion of saanniig, alifiost of 
aetualb' lining, il*ii|»ud' nt^as a had N'.oman is ini|)udant. 

‘DoingJ I doi^d know . \\ ho kiy res 'A hat littla ehildren 

are up V' h* IS tiii^ad. 

lie ]ii^t up Ills oisM. n hands to his In .ad. and Itoloras sirw 
a liistiuii't.thouLd) onl\'[lasting, agpisosion of ,*iali\s' hostility 
■ in his eyes. And siT'kuaw that at I hat niomant lirr husband 
rvishrd her far u\say from him, ami ^oiii thosi; ha was with. 

'Vi’s alwa^'s *up to sornrthing s'. ilh L nela 'I heo,’ said 
little Theo’s weak and gantle vmi/ f»om the chaise lojigiu). 
‘ She can’t leave •Uneh- Theo aloi^e. She is naughty.’ 

' Is she J* ’ said Dolores. 
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ll<r voire WHS almost chuked in la^r throat. She sat down 
quickly hy the hoy. lie, at least, still treated her as a 
frii'iid. She texik his thin hand in hers, tryiny to feel very 
tender. IIdw she hat'd lhat uliMjihi'al ['■ liny about her 
heart! Ifov she dread'd what she win hecominy at that 
inoni'-nt ! 

' Is she' ? ’ slw ri p' at'd, et aiiny her thr'>at with a faint 
littl e si'und whieh tuld Sir 'J'lv ■ m|i ire iiothiny. 

J diin’t nil an is alK' nanolils hk'; lead j m i i]')le,' litt'e 'i heo 
e'X[ilanii d, willi a |M‘euliar iiar.' t ' "f manner that seemed 'o 
spriiiy fi'iini hie stal'- nf Iwahh, ‘ \sh'i el" awful thinyw' s'ou 
kii'iw. 1 "iih' III'an Uial eli,^ dm s yn fur 1 nele Theo the' 
whi lie tinii '.’ 

Sir d’h'-i id'ue' yul up and wnt afl< r \’i, pulliny at his 
priinli'd lii'anl willi a hand lhat Imik'ii n'-lhnus Doleires 
saev lhat Iw did imt widi I" h' ir e'.lial Iw did not eeish her 
t" hear. Hut In' as I' m siil il t' In .^ 1 ' ip lil I le- 'i'lw", anel the 
tiiiv wi.'iit (111, in hn d' hi'ale- wnee, telhiiy Itdlur'is aljinit the-- 
life of (ler husband in this fannls' evln n sh'; was as av. Sin' 
had se'-n S'liii' l hiiiy of lh'' faniils' hf's ' S'en toei iiiueh, when 
she had stars ,1 ayainst lieT ssill a 1 Idan'ati. Tut she now 
realisi'd lhat e\sai e'di' ii Iv had plaV''l in lh" htll" yardeii 
befiire the has'I In 111 w ilh tlw ('liildriii, In r Innban'l h;"i n ever 
been realK' iialnial, hail iiisii' ipiil' aband'iii'il himself 
to til'' spirit that liad eaptiir'd lie la sn t'asih'. S' i fie us lUyiihn 
Her presen'e'i; had east a shailosss 

Smiii Edna eaiii" ovt and ml' i i iipli d tie' talk "f her son. 

Th"0,’ slie said, ' Villi' IllUst yi i t" Iks'!.’ 

‘ (_)h, must 1 V () ni'iiiis. dn let ne' slay a httie Ipuyer ! ’ 
‘Yes, elo, Edna.’ said Dohires. witli an ahieist anxious 
eariu"! le.'ss. It had ('"lie' t" llii-., tlial sle; fi ll as if the 
renewal t" arinlher rmiin "f htti' d’h"" wniild lea\'e her 
with'iut a friend, l-’or the m'liie nt ,de f"iy'it .M'w. Mas- 
sinyham, sle- tli'niylit only "f I he children, their mother 
and her husband. 

Edna Deii/.il Imiln d d"ublful. 

' J)o, Eelna—for me ! " 

Sir Theodore came up< 

‘ Now, Theo. old 1 ; iy^.,-be'dtimc ! ’ he said, in his deep 
voice, beiidiny down to take the chikl up. ' 

‘ Eut, Theodore,’ said lolores, ‘ We want-’ 
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‘ What is it ? ’ said h'.r husband, s^ai^htening up. 

‘ Dolgres ^s'a^ts Then to stay uj) a litllo longer,’ said Edna. 

'But you said lo your mother just now that he«had 
already been up too hiiig.’ 

I asked that li*.- mielil staNs^^aid IhiloroS. * 

' But la; mustn't,’ -ajd Sir 'I'le ■ . 

‘But, Jsdnu, \V(,j-iii't y.ei g'ling !.> allM\\»)iim to?’ sai(J 
Holores, in a that was ulmo\| agitaled m its pressing 

i.-agerHess. , 

'v' Well, I 1 ^ 0 n t realiy think I imglit lo,' mplietl Edfia, but 
wi N. ;)b\'»ous la^iitalioii. 

' l^y (bar ])ot,i;s,’ ,-,aid .Mr 'I'li-- m]. ire, without any 
hesitatiiui, ' a niTilleT, aiH.roiily a iijolh- r, can judge in such 
matters, anfl Edna snid it \mi. lime for d'h'o ti; go to bed. 
You mu,>t no^inli rfero m ih' kindness of \'our hsart, or you 
\\dll do mischief whi(;l itiifhl .all ri gi'el, und no oiifi more 
than you. Cona , Tla o | 

And he took the eiuld up with to mg sti<'nglh amj carried 
him off fo bed.* 

When In returned Dolores was saving good-b}n; to Mrs. 
Massmgham, who was sirokmg h' r hand and bs-gging her 
soon to retu4n. 

■'Yrtu larmg us a wliiff of tin- grsut world, my dear,’ 

Mrs. Massingli.am wi*a sa\'mg, ' and tliat is g.d for us. We 

live <|uite buried. Of course it is ■'^rv nice,’ she ha,stilv 
added, fearing to hjrri Imr (laiighWu's fe. (jugs, ‘ and verv 

healthy, (b1it still we m.ed \Miluiig no now and then. And 

• • • ^ * 

you are sw brilliant.' , 

Shy JpoKed at Dolores with a sort of large and materna] 
admiration. ^ ^ 

' When your eyes shine like th^t you are just like a jewel,’ 
she added^ * 

‘ M\* dear "Mr.i^ V;n^"'inL'hani, \\hal a llatb risr ymu are ! ’ 
said l)(»lore:^ hastily bending t<i kiss Mrs. Massingham, and 
releashi^ her hand^ljut gently. ‘ (.oo(l-ljyc, Edna,’ slm said 
in a moment, turning to Edna \vho waus staridiiig by the 
parapet the h^ggia. * 

' But I \vil> come with you as fa/ as the motor.’ 

' Indeed you mustn’t.’ 

‘ Are you goin^ already, Dulonis ? ’ said her husband. 

‘ Yes, i must. 
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‘I don’t think Pintr.i will he thorn yet. xw,. said at 
df-past six, and -- 

14 was aliijip t" tak'- smt his wati'h, whon sho said 
ocisivi Iv : 

* Gsm nl-1 i\s •, 1 li' (i(|nri', s'l'i’Iiaps I shall si'c V'Sii to- 

lorrow. (»'iind-ht r, In-.. (im m 1-1 isa-, liltlc ViiEi!’ 

Sh's Ilk lla ui t\Mi lanoliinw kiss('>, hut shs' did lint t'aa'h 
holii. 

' I r'salK' am I'niiiniL'.’ '-■aid Isdiia. 

‘ Oin'o th th'- sh-ps th'-n. It 's ''cry d' av nf ynii.’ 

|tlho was y'Mi's 

‘I’ll 111 hank in a niniiinnl,' Edna -.iid, liHikiny at Sir 

I'hoiidiim. 

'Yn..' 

Hn had mad'' a mm.-nm'-nl if In O" '>\(sh hn’ wifn. 

Ehnii Iw I .I slill and lO'imdil a'[i\ i'il,a. 

' W'l; 'll I'ink mil h' aa- Ih ■ ini.dir y"m'' dnwn llo.' lull t'S 
th'- CamiKiona, w< ni’t w n \d t 

' \'oS,’ shn rnjilind. ' W'lll’t WC ! ’ 

.\nd (iiK'n nmrn sli-' h- _oan wiMi hnlh hands tn smnnth his 
thick hall . 

‘ I ’ll <''’>mn tn th' t"|i 'if the sh |i., l)i ilm'i's,’ .Edna said, 
‘ I ’rn rnall'i' afriiid s'nu will ha','- In wad fnr tlw nii(ti.>r. It 
isn’t half-jiast six,’ 

‘ I'i'‘trn a \aTV pnnclmil ja mni. I mnsl tnll y,,ii htd.v 
glad I am aF.o.ut Idlh- Eh; n,’ 

E'hny hny:in In gu slnwl'O ii|i the id'' stnps, walkmy sidn 
by side. 

Ediia’.s new ]n\-, aiahliw N\a_\' in which sh'- iiad g'.iin- 
niciiinratnii it I'V 111' \ isd In lh'‘ catlc dial, made In r much 
less snlf-i'linerntral' d, h sa ' O'li.-itic. I.haii sh ' had hrnii in her 
long hith rness nf ari' f. Slir ssa-^ ahlr tn-day In Imss' kind 
thnughts fnr aimth''!' vsniinui, rsm tc.. sir uini-r oirarly 
than she had sincr tie (hath isl hrancis Ie>w tin ,'ntliei 
wuinan might be aff' ct' d by the appairnllv trivial ir. ilent; 
of life. 

‘ Thank ynu, Dnl ores,h she said ([Uitr \sannly. 'I die 
wish so much that ynur chair thought for old Thco——’ 

‘ Old Theo ! ’ said Dnterls sharply. 

* Little Theo-’ 

* Oh, yea.’ 
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I did wish hi- oinilii h;i.\ r .sh'i\'( d nit longer, but-’ 

Oh, y: was nnicli 1 h l|Tr fur liiin Im jj-d tn l.nal. And now, 
Edna, I 'rti nut ,Lf"ing to t ^■ou cohm aiiolhi t sb p. — 
really! rHsod-liy., and tlianl: yi iii fov .a diliLditfnl hour, 

I foi l th.at litth- dJi'o 's L'oino t*t O' I i|iiilr stilaiL', and that 

voii 're out of all \'oin tronh!., at, la I. *( iood-Wva ■. N'xt 

■ • \ 

tiirio I (a>nio 1 .'.halj hnna o.um' t o\ ,, doIU. o|- soniothiUL^ 
for tho litlh- ora",, ; a 'l^■dd^ 11. ar. a '.'.Inf'' oia . for \\ -and 
I iT tllid S, )n a till ll!( I I la I ill j d a a I I'I . a 1 1 d*T1 a o 1 1 g i. ’ 

^'sho hardh' kii' a \'lial ‘-la' a-■ a:i\ni^, .sip- .'ind 

'i^s^'iuuddo t^ fla- road. ball'o a , liol (h'l'a SRc 
look'al at la-r '.'.atah. ft V'W o[|l',- a i|Uarf' l'-|ia I U\. For 
a i|uartar of an*hoi ir* la ','.*u a k la d ,al 'oiil aha a ■ in 1 h- an i all 
|Mihlio yard'll, dda n I la‘ motor an-|\ ' d. .\a :-.la‘ it aia-nd' d 
I ho liilf ^h'- l^''l.'d aoro a th-' \',a-t'- Ln’oillid, alal, b'Aaind 
alftl al.ior O til'- slataia, l| •a,#\', lla hoil at ll h tia' )»'aWia., 
anrl fiyuri -a at a nd ina'' h\ lla' 1 a I U* I l ad -( )l a ■ \s aa \a TV tall, 
nnd.ayainat il'tli'r'' \\ a a jialoliof \',hil''. 

Th. o holdina^ Vada ! 

l)olori -r li'ala d haok III lla motor and aliul la r I \a 
\\!a'n ,da laa'dad l‘ala/,.ai Farh'l'llil that .'\'nmT. and 
aa n a' mt >' 1 1*1 ■ hall ' ' f lla' a y a rl n a 11 1, 'la ';y. a I'a i' 1 1 v m y 

0(1 th'' W I la 1 I d'' I'ddi' Ilia1 'I.1 ''k--,'- to Ih'' fl'inl il'M.r, ,Sho 

Jiiok'd it ny, and I'l Ija nalia ''f ('< -aia' Faia Hi. 


CHAl'I'liK XWITI 

•Tn.\T niyt^l Xui'-%■ ,1'niiiiiy- oana ^o iliH'' with ll'iloros at 
oiyht < iVIoid-;. * 1 | " ra ia'-d o\a ■, a.a'.', al wiaa I hat. a^ she 

would flax'o ^■xpr'"s-,i'd il. ' a'iial hiny 'xaa wr'ony with I.adv 
('aiinjl/ffo.' ,‘\t duiia r Foloi'o talk'd a vV'a.I d''al, was 
iiakrod imicli uiori.' li \ < 1 \ Ilian uoial J'ut llaro r\as to the 
nurse sovietlrjno unyk aaanl ,in la i^ li\■ hu' a. It did not 
Sound or seerti natural. And anrdhmy that .ala- could not 
consider natural uhsays sat the Itialfv. oiiian oil her yuard, 
even made her letl almost hoat^e, unk aa she eould trace 
it back tij some ^hysieal cause, she could do that then 
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'iher niiTsinp instinct p,t once came into play, and she wai 
interested, roudy t(i help, jierhaps even pitiful, in ,her calm 
and tlmriin_dilv S'If-possi/ssi el inaiiner. 

Aftir (linii'-r tli<- two wonmn sw-nt to sit in the preen and 
red dr.'ON ine reKiiii. DmIuTi s lit a (‘iy.wette. I’he nurse 
never sm-'de'd. 'Indeid sh<- lliou^ht siunkiny a ‘lillhy 
haliit,’ hut sli*^ did tiMt sa\’ sn. Slw \yas einuforlaljly in¬ 
stall' <1 in an ar(n''!iai r, and D'Aircs half s.-it, lialf lay, curled 
up on u Seda, wal'•hiiiL'’ Mi'- litllc rilips tyf smoke- m<>’mf up 
ami Awp'T->'.- in tie- 'vv at hiah r""m, IL r livcline-ss Imd 
li*ft li'-r now diiiii'T was ^ r, hut th'm was a faint lip ■n in 
li'T UMialle' \s lilt'- l■ll'''■ks and li'-r i-ys w i-n- elitl '-riny. They 
lirok' d, til'iin.:lil Nurs'- .T'-nniny-., iila- tli-'Sc ,il a fe\’t-r jiatient. 

‘ 11 avi- \'iiu l ei-r h'-'-n ill, Teidv ('annviiy- 'f ’ askeel. 

‘ N", ii'it daira ri'M 1'%' ill, W li\' d" \''>u ask, nu’we ? ’ 

‘ 1 d'lii't kii'i'vv. It jimt e-arO' in1", m\' h'-ad.’ 

' ^^'U d''ii't llunk I l""l, ;ll t'l-iiiyht V 
‘ f d'Ci't thud: 'll l'"'l; V"ur 1" si.’ 

’ D'Ci’t I ? ’ ' 

^^llh a hruojU'-, hut pra'-'-ful na-ni'-nl T)iil"r'\s ewa^ on 
h'-r fi ' t. Sh'- cT''-.',''d tlu- riM.in 'jui'-kke and star'-d at lu-r- 
S'If in .■kyla s, Aii'l it s.-.-ui'-'l tn h'T as if sh'- l'i"k''<l at a 
l.iad w ' 'Ilian, hiiI ,'it a W"nlan \\ h" ha' I 1" 'ui furi-' d ti i hi- liail 
ayainst h'T will, alni'i--t ayainsl h' l- m lui''-. (.’"iiiiny away 
fri'in the niin-'ir she v, ip t" fh'- jiiaii" amJ sat ei'iivn on the 
piam> sh" >1, 

‘ t.di y's, d" play, I,ally hannyne'-, id'-ase- ! ' h'dei Nurse 
Jenniriys. She ealm- t'l sit li'.al- lie- Jiiali". 

’ d’( 'll Wi 'Ilk 1 I ' ally like it ? 

‘ lnd''i d I "h"ul'l. 'S’l'U do play so W' 11.’ 

‘ SiiUiehi'dv refll-i '1 I" h'.SU' III'- |'laV 
' 1!'fiw'd t" ki'sr \'"U ! \\ h'"-\'''r ci.nl' I I hat 1" ? ’ 

‘Soni' h'.ilv at 1 r.'i'-'-al 1 . W’linl s|i:i]l I nlae'? 

She- struck tic- [.''.'s ]t"'vV'Tfull\', lilhny tic- rocim with 
goimd, im]ir"\n u d f"r a m"ini-nt, st"]>|M '1 aliriiptly. 't- - 

‘ (.)h, don't st'ip ! ’ exel.'iini'-d the nuis'-, draeving her e-hair 
closer to th'- fiiami. 

‘ But I must think "f somi-thing to play. That was '>nly 
nonsense out of my onn Lead. ^Vait a minnte-.’ 

Dolores had an excellent^ meme.ry and playeei much music 
without notes. Now she thought of various composers. 
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Of late she had piven hersUf to the ijtra-modem musician 
to Debi^ssy, C\Til Scott^ Ravel, and others. She ha^i come 
to understand, and even to deli edit in their strange ^and 
elusive effects, tlndr (jften pale sul ith ties, their intric-ate care 
in avoiding the i"us, tludr IBmI her-of-pea»l mannerisms, 
and their occasirinal tijindn s of moonliehf mv.sti».'ism. Rut 
now in thought sh^ rejected them ihid tlc ir -^orks as unreal, 
bloodless, tearless. And her miml wi iit back to the gTcac 
cla^siijs. Rut tin.*' s<‘<.nied te Ic.r tei.i r'diir.t, toci gjorieiusly 
.<me, too free from the o»ucl fco’er of life and the^ ag^my at 
theV^ad vf hunmn tlntigs. 

Nurse Jennings sat \\;^lehiiig her, but at tins moment 
Dolores was i ]iriW' uds' lf-eftiisi'iMUS. And tic nurse tlinught 
that she lii^l iieNsa si-en a sadd'-r face Iban the face now 
bending*i\'er^lie keys of tin- pianie Slu' Iri'd to think that 
tlris tragic b'uk, uhiel), ([yAeifroubli d Icr, micht be caused 
biy the way the liglil fell on T.aiif ('ann_\'nge, then that Daily 
Camn'iige's f.dee ul\\ays lookisl ratlcr sad simplv because 
of her (^ilou iTig, the shapj <sf Ic r features, the J' plh (.)f 
darkness in lar large eyes, and tic- duskiness of Icr hair. 
Nma.-rtheless sic cuntinueil to be truubhd. AShi- s quite 
changed to-jnght ! ’ the nurse said t<i herself. ‘Nhe isn’t 
hcj^/ltut all ! ’ • • 

At last Dohuey iM^.ein to pla\'. Sic ]da\eil four preludes 


of*C'lio])in, eaeh one, tTie nurse 


dit, more sad than its 


forerunner. *]dien she st( 


d. 


I caigt think of anyl hmg 
Uiing thaJ s realhg mu'ie. has 
al;de til express more than an\' o 


to-night,' 
al«avs s^ 

, t ■ 
liei'.art 


sfie said. ' Any- 
eined to me to be 
t ill to-night. Ibit 


to-night it doi.'sii t Seem to nc to be al'h to express aA\'thing. 
Life IS so sad.^and the, sadness is ^,ii — se> dei p. Aiii.l the 
sadness of music ,1s shallow, 1 thinly now, Jtut llcre’s just 
one tliHig'f knosv tl),\i is iinuttcrablv sad, out of a symphonv 
Viy Tidifiikovsky. ()f course one ought to ha\'e thr' orchestra. 
Rut e^AJi on the piaic - ! ' 

She began to ]>lay again, and continuei 1 fi a se veral minutes. 
' Isn’t,tha^ terribly sad, nurse t 'Uhe asked, stopping. 

‘ Terribly-* indeed ! ' 

* Terribly sad, and terribly true.’ 

She came aw?fy from the piano, and stood for a moment 
looking bA the I^nbach old man\ Nurse Jennings noticed 
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Wiat she was p'-rp'tually ch nehiny and unelrneliing her 
hands. i' 

‘ II ow 1 liati- apavlni' iit !’ alia sudd'nly (‘nad (aut, 
tunnny round. 

‘ L;i(l\' ('aiiinuiea ! and itni> -o I'aaiihrul^and apl ndid ! ’ 

‘ IIow I Inafa il,»,iiid 'ip ! ho\',' I liala Riuni; ! ’ 

‘Whv?' 

■ ‘ Sh.ail 1 tall von ' ' 

.Sin- sat (lo'.N n-.al( |., ip.’ nnr^a. Soinailiina uiia^aaein- 
ahla si>aiia d to In I' to li.i'-' anpl'iiK’ .ariaan \sitliin Inyt 
bind iiilU alaiiioui'iin/ a , ,iil |. I. 

‘ Shall I I'll '.oil a ’ IH ,1 n d, loid, 11 la ml M I lie nurse‘a 

faea w ith ini' n a,l \-. , , 

‘ If it 's ri'dil lhal il ' hoiild ho h ,M 1 ' Xmaa .TenninL'-' 

r*/]ilio(l \\ 11 h lii'iM 11 • ' 

■ 'I'oU (h I 11 l.a ■ I 1 I " ' ,, I 

*I do, Taidv' ( ' a ): , V [ I o. X/oij'ro a ti'in- lid\a’ 

‘ A lad'.' oh ’ 1 111 n liuiiian h. me ' TImI ’a all ! ’ 

' Ainl aiM ,m.|i n u I ' 

Dohn-os put li r hand on lln- nni'v 'a kiiao. 

‘ I diouedi ! Un'l il 1 o., muali ’ 

" \\ hy .'oo uiuah 

'Jneaua' .a hninau homo lia-, pri.lo, ainl ini', a^, junj a 
brai II. and a ha.'irl ',o niuah 1 h:il aan 1 1 .; w oiiin h d, 1 111 m I F il, 
tortur'd.' 

‘ W’hal I lln' I nal h r b.'i,' I \' ( a n i, 1 1 e- , \ h lln' i' \ ' iii 11 

I ’\'e S' ''ll th.'it \ oil of'' Hot at all ) "Ur ' If.’ 

‘I am iiis'-.'lf. ll ’a jtl llnd. \ oil '.a u''\i'r ai'-'U iina 
luyaalf lill to-ni_ht U'\''r, na\''T I ’ 

‘ I ’ll I n' '1T\' if 11 la I o I.’ 

" I ’\'a ahsa'.'s l"'iii pr< t' I n liny -I aiK hny-’ 

Sin' bur .t ini o I' a m. 

Niir-.a ,h nniny'. lo<.|: indd i,[ In r Iniinli s''nHy, but ^iruily, 
and halil it. hln- dnl not ' .xjir- any aiirpiio' or e'..naarn, 
or inak'-ail}'and'a\oiir Io stop 1 )olor'a from w apine » .And 
h'-r nianin'r. In r toin'li, maih' Itolov a abn- 1o wep on un- 

asharneil, m'r'n ylad in dn- r'li- f ahr was obtainimy. She 

even leaned her head ayainst the nursa’a shoiil'l'-r. At last 
her sobs ceas'ui. She frit 'aliout for soundhing. 

* What is it, Lady Cann}mye ? ’ 

‘ A handkerchief,’ Dolores vhi.^pared. 
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• ..,re ! ’ 

The fingers i_if Doings i'ImS' d ein hruidkerelii. f. Sl^ 
\\ipcd h';r eyi's. Still the te-ars eaiiii . Sh<- \vi])id her '-yes 
again, shut tlam fur a nininenl, aii<l eat up. • 

' Vou said mii'e’ tn ue-.' sli*' li' ean, in an une\-iai, and 
snnietirnes elmken \'iiic<e ' that if e\. ret ^iurr \<,hs fair laa ry 
woman ought to hi- gieaei .a ehal;e" t,, ha\s- r,Tn' child. I 
haven't got a cliitil. I w itil t>> ha.*- a el'ild 1 I ^vant tr) 
h'^v.' a child ! 

IIe*r voice rose .)|1 the lj»,l eetiletie,'. 

y 5d'S, es"* ! ^Is I li.il it 

' ^wai’it t' 1 ha', <■ a I'lnld ! ’ 

‘^danv \soi' 4 en llwat ar'.inarri’d iumI lia\'e no e'liildrcn feel 
It Ic'rrihl}' ^nel hl:e yiii do, at,d iioUod\ kieo'.s,' 

1), >l.iree 'd^H il; le r le :e 1. 

. ' Xot’as I do : ■ de aid. 

' 5’es, l.ady ('atiiivre.e*' ^ 

‘ r can I Ir'.ar it not lia\dng a elnl.l. Tlie \:onien c'ou 
mean s^aii t a jdi i Id on I for lie n i < I •. * I ti 1 1 I \'. afTt oni.- for 

nic eelf \aa, lillf Hot old'. Tor lilt o If.' 

■ ‘ Iiir lill'.kalid '' 

' 5'eS. It iMi't old'.- Ilial I Neaiil lo lia'o a (dill*!. I lUt'd 
I o h a V e a 1 11 d.' 

.■\ Tfern. fixed, .and .aliuoat ||a niirae llioin.dd t'rrihle 
|o,ok cani' into le*r *aee. Slc' al afiiine alraialil, do\^ n 
at the poor., 

I iiei.'d to lia\'e ‘a (dIdd ! ' .lie I e 1 1. . !• not mo\ mg her 
eves, and m a \ oi«e I | ail * o n 1 11 1 < ■ ^ fa I al. 

‘ I )i ml '■ pe.al; lil.' I lial ' ’ 

‘ FVhy ? ’ 

DoloJ-ea look.aj up. 

‘It cloeaii’t souinl I li* e oij ■'♦I'akiiiLX Xe\aT mind ahciiit 
lady or I^ it ^ady. ^Itid [ dou I Id, ‘li. k. ar an\’ \sonian .speak 
just I'ke' that.’ * • 

‘ Xi,| ? 4hit you liaseii'i i.dil me wlie-.’ 

‘ Ifeeause it d<ii\n't sound to nn- nalur.al.' 

Dol I'lres wa,s silent for a minute. * 'J'l leu she .said : 

‘ XuFac, eh) Ton krieea- how i.jM I am f 
‘ Xo, inch ed.’ 

‘ How old sli^mld you think ? ’ 

’ Perhaps--twcnty-se\'en.’ ^ 




896 TH£ FRUITFUL VINE 

* I am thirty.’ 

‘ Young enough stillV Why shou/dn’t you hope to have 
child vet 7 There’s no reasm against it, is there’.’ ’ 

Htr eyes met the eyes of Dolores in a straight, clear look. 
‘Only—so far as I knoivi that God hasn’t chosen that 
we should have a child.' 

* Ah' ’ ' 

, ‘ And Ixse.ausi of th.at ’ Dolores paused, looked at 
Nurse Jennings, th^ n nnos (1 a little nearer to her-—beeavse 

of thatjoy hushaiid - rny limhand-’ 

Yes ? (Dh, ivhat is it. Lady Cannynge ? I ean see th.n 
you had much liett'U say it.’ 

* He doesTi t care for me any myi-e.’ ■ 

Slie hiolci'd do\s n again, and a slew Hush eia pt over her 

face, up to hir hair, dean to ler ueek. .SloislvU died partly 
away. lea\ung le r face ainl le-ek motth.d with r< <d. 

‘ Nevi-r s.ay that ! ’ ered Nurs'- Jennings. 'Oh, Ladv 
Cannynge, new r say that ' 

It’s 1 rms. lie ne\'(;r \\ill care for me again unh.-ss I give 
him a child.’ 


‘ Fe erc l 

iod\^ must < 

'are f, ,r 

VoU.' 

■ 

‘ .\nd d,' 

you think 

1 a : 1 n t 

mv hushand to 

care for me in 

that way ! 
the nurse. 

l)e>l U’es 

cried. 

\e it h a til rcelles- 

- that startled 

‘ You Je 

care about 

him ! 

she said 1 leJs 1\’. 



‘ Yes. Tl.'at ’s vhv I cried.’ 

There wa-s a ha g sileU's-. 

‘And tliat 's I'.liy T haO this .apartment 1’ Doferis re¬ 
sumed in a r'eiee that ua- n<>\v ha\ hicI steady, an 1 almost 
v'ithdrav,'i. ‘And that s why I hats- Ivcine. I wanl to 
get a^vay. I want tu gel him as av. Hnt ly won’t eome. 
I shall never be alile to m iks' hiiii eonie. And, do you 

know-' AL'ain sin.' p it her hand on I nt‘ nurse’s nrni. 

‘ He bl anil s me because I've ha\'e no ehildi’s 

‘ Does he ,say so ' 

‘No. But he makes me feel it, e\-i i-\i da\' and all the 
time.’ 

‘ That ’s hoiv men are ! And 'ihe Holy Modna' knows it,’ 
said Nurse .Tennings, speaking with a strong brogue. 

‘ If thev are lilce that then-’ 

‘ What is it. Lady Cannynge—my dear ‘t ’ 
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‘They ougJtn’t to be surprised ae unyuung a woman 
docs.’ ' 

‘Blit riicy are thr)imh' always. And uhat’s more they 
always will lie.’ 

I )(_if(ires lirgaii tn <'r\' acain, t'ii^ williuut jiassion, silently, 
a sort of ".Imiot elnldlike le'l|il'".-.rii:s\.^ 

' W hv are they lila- tl^al t ’ sle' naii'nmred. 

‘ Boe.uuse it’s Xtilnn-! It 's so .'umI lias'e.g t<s be so,, 
Tsuk' C'aiinynee — my dar. Now, diei'l ery any more, 
had to at lirsl, and lUwas yood Voii ds'iild lUT. But 


oil 


nc N. loAV ! 

Sh'^po’ke llriiib.'. .aliiioU lilo-- ,,n-' is.,uinL' a eommand. 

AiBl 1 )<_ilores,,to 1 l' j-o\s if^sinyinse, aliuod inini'-diately was 
able t< I obey^her. 

l’h' \' talk'll ipiii tly for a littl' while. 'I'lvn Nurse 
■ bjiiiinye got up to go. .sIio as staiidiny close to Ihe pi.u- 
trait of the old mall wreaf, [nir^iiig tie ir eons'ersatio'n, she 
said ; . 

‘ It wsjiilil bo. a good I liiny, I le iiiyh. jf iie ti Iiail it iuoiight 

homo to lle iii a giMn] (io.d (ffl. i!< r lhaii 1 ho\' do.’ 

‘ Tni iieaiii tliat it im't ab'.ay'. our fauH ? ' said Uolores. 

‘ .‘\lld I ’d gis fal l le r I hali 1 liat. Lad ( a 1 1 1 1 \ 1 1 oo ’ rotuniod 
a , - • , 

Nurse Ji'miniL'’s 'Aith lei- el»i,rael oii g |c doei,iMii, which \sas 

free from any hint of tom|e r or \no|o||,e.. ‘ 1 'd -.im tleot it 

is uist as oftoii, aiiTji^rhap'. ofloie r, lle ir faiill lhan ours. 

Bring that let^ne to a man and yoii m.^l.o liim a l*i Itor man 1 

But it is di,llieiil I to In'i ny ari\i hme IPme - | (i y lein I 

.She waw I'Tid' iitU' plo:i-,o,l a, ith l^or phra o. 

When ‘Sio saving gooddwe s.^io sand : 

‘ >TaV I giro von a kio ? ’ 

‘Yes-do.’ , 

Wdieii tho kiss was gi\s*ii, Niir ,1011111110-. adi 
‘ I don ^ h|,:e tf. soo \s,ii mihap|i;<». If I had 1 ho ehanoe I 
should like to brAiip it Immo to \siiir liu-.band.’ 

‘ Wd^it ? 4 

‘ IVhat he's mais- you -nffor.’ 

‘No—ii'S 1 ’ Dolofos erio.l \a leT^i.n I hn ’ Promise me— 
pissmise'ine <*iii yrmr honour you dl never tell liim what I ’ve 
told you to-niyht.’ 

.And Nur.-^e Jepnings promised, sincerely intending to keep 
that compact. , 



398 


THE EllUrrFUL VINE 


When shp hael gone Doleres w;ilked rosUe,siy ahiiut the 
room for some rninhtes. Twiee'jshc stojijAo.l before the 
portrait <if tho old man and stood looking inte his eyes. 
ThVn, ,as if eoiiiine to sone' mont.d d''eisii>n, sin; sat dei\sn 


at 

In r writing 

d 

all 

le- 

aln 1 

y n 1 

i-kly 

w rote 

the 

fi illowing note : 





■ 






• la 

1 A ' I 1 A miE M K I, 












i/' nx>:ht. 


‘ 1 am s< 

1 ed 

IK 

1 

S 111 

; an¬ 

ba, 

-k 111 

1 o line 

. ( 

'< mil- and si;e mi- 

to 

-m< irrt >\v 

at 

li 

^ k‘. 


il 1- 

. 1 i-r 

rilily 

dull. 

1 , 

]< iii'l know wlmt 

to 


III y 

S' 

If 

to 

p,-e-. 

Lin 

- Iim 

. I I 

iflen---’ 

.'sll 

i<‘ jiaiix' 

■d 

and 

1 

n-sil 

.-di-d 

for 

SI mi 

I mmuU-s. Then, 

fn 

1 \Mlii 1 g and 

i '< 

HI 1 

pr. 

M-m 

e In 

r lifw 

. sln- 

\S Ti 


' 1- 

1 mg to b. 

■ b; 

1 ' • 

Iv < 

m 

tln 

lain- 

. 1>. 





,S||o ]'U1 

III 

IX 

II' 

iti 

- m1 

< ► an' k 11 \ 

i-hpi- 

, all 

d din-etru it to 


C'esare at tli'; l*ala//,o C'ao lit. 


( If M'l'ldf XXIX 

WltCN he foiilel tlial I )ol, ,r> e lied hfl \ |lli h'lXde in a‘lit 
(if \io|oi,t cinei'i' (' '.'ii'i' al laiid''ll- 1 1 I’m II, I ei-' ’ e I id r-hirn-'d 
to hiN falli-i'e ill:!--'' n, ar ^^l||,■a. li-'iiiia I roda was etill 
th'Te \\llll lilM Iii-illi-r. ,l|.' Ii,i-I I,||0\S|'| li-' eo'-lll-'l lllid Il'.T 
th-re. d'liat \', a ■■ |':iill\ win.' Im' liii'ii-d. lii-*his anacr 
Si III II t i I I.M‘S ti'-ar-' sll-i'.'.i'd a e-ilam -’1 1 1 Id l 1 1 1 1 -a-,, i-r lio\aah- 
iiias, 111,'ll ;dm''-.l 1 11 i:i I r- 111'll \\illi lio. '-Ii'.rio ni:i o-u|i ml v. 

lb- \(aiil'd to I'liiii li |).il-it-^ for all it eli-.- lead d-.li-a 11-- 
felt siir-' lli.il ,li- li:id .'111 111 .1 111-d r, - di dl.-' f-i’’ hni-' Itoima 
Ursula. .'So li-' Iniiii.il baek to ll.'iilia bl'Oila. Wli-’U he 
reeo\a']'ed from In .lit of t-an] n t In ‘ 1 i,ai I evna 11 \’si riandheued 
his nioth'r’s lioji-s. Sli - '.srol-' to M-.ill . Inamo : ' C'esare 
sraaiis miieh rnori' iin'lm d for tin m.aleh inov than he was 
at lirst. Ill' Weill a\‘..ay t'l Ins imel- \ \')|la at ,Un llaeio, but 
hasti'iied b.aek. I'A n.li fit 1 y I rsiila’s lo\s lim ss and charm are 
making an im|ir(. ssiem. I b- gin to liars- gn at liopi-s of him.’ 

Montebruno passed the P/.-ws on to Princess Maneelli. 
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I.iltle TTsnlrl till), was \\' 11 s.'itisll' il Slie was inoapaV)le 
of any \'^ilnntjiMV or \ i'V''nt yricf. Ifi t a]i|V'aran('<_' of a 
doll was nftt vJi^.lIv d' (S ]>fi\s', F.ut ^h.' was a d"ll with a 
\sill, ;yid sh'' had I lar \'.ill to \'..irh u]ioi> h''s,ar(.' Carilli. 
Sin- lilt' iid' d I" m^rr's Inin. Si1» l.in's. In' di^l not intmid 

to marry Ir r. 'I’h il m:n|'' no diff' r- .. • H'.- \'.^s a m''''d 

match and I liat fant^ a| .| f a I .1 I " In !• .-"I' I lit M.■ s] n nt. ]fut 
site had ain'lli'-r iva"n f-.r '.'.i hina' !<' iiiarrv linn. His 
str'afiL',. da rk, and r\' Ina .lailiin- a ['I M ara In''■ ajipoah'd to 
h'-r. ..VlilnniLdl osaiv Iv na^faM- "f xh'' Wax wfli^'^ln of 

d' x^.-^ sin- *1' -.n''il (''' ar'' a^ In i' Inidiainl, ali'i xin' wa^ 

ancuxl'im.'d to ha'.'- In r \'.i-.h' x an'aliind, hioiii hah'.dmod 

• ♦ 

shi' had h. ' ii xjifijt ht- a r'>i'*li h iin'lln r and a d'stiny fat In'T. 

N"l elm. ' r ' !»■ 'M' dl I ' ' JI id I' la 1 I \ ■ ',?d 11 ' ..hill d i a I'j > ' Iioll ah 

to s'l' *,'Jial Ml ' I ra' 'OI aia I".' ann'iiiil '■! 'I'l'a’iin'c and 
an\ions d' ao' lM'sI wiallU *:'.in .' . in llal\-, she tlnniadit 
fii'Ts' If a hill'- ) M r ■''liana ■ ''f ^^rmniix' n 111 n n'l aiiee. ddnv 

^irhitrars' l'"i|.’iii In r hriahl hlin - ■ ' , \',.ix 11 n I nsat i\-e of In'r 
I' n i| n a'a *n n t. 'As x|n ■ , 111 1^' I ('' -a T' IT' III, it nni'^ crime 

ul I' lid that sin' r\ "111' I I la ■ In m, 

Sim Was iii't ill a aoal Iniri". . tsln' 'sas voiniit. 

Fin T' ■ \\ as II'J I n ' ' M ' I 1 lx 111 a I'l 1 I li it ( t a T' ( ’al'*! 1 1 T nus t 

I'lirn '^ha.l 'In' Wahl' 'I, amrilnli tarii that h'- a x th'-ri'- 

iifion tim larth to a^W' it Si In r. .\fl'r hm ~ni|i|' n return 

fP' nil 11n' A ilia Sn - [m 1 T, nnia I r nla 1m t' i I lillil. t hat his 
] I'ei'. 'Ts a . a | ti| 'll ' r- ■ in c mi ■ of ij' a ' lo| 'im nt .• d'his w ns 

all \aa'_\' .n hi ami jir"|i' r. .Sin- wax not ' lalt d, Iml sin- was 

not I i I xx,;i I I I 1 XI I. « 

1 lii^ w 1 1 ' 11 t I ' a I', 's lit of t' 1111 " r ,j' ' i'. ' r In' 1 iea;in to hate 
iriori ■ than 'r tin' m' ■ \'d m'l i a . 11', 1 1 n !■ I o t a la ■ [ l'•xs' ■ xxion 
of Ins I IT'Ill' IV " '1 I ns .' fi 1 ’< 'if I )'' 1 1 1 1 a I r 1 1 1 a 1 11 in I < ■ linn 
]iut a fr'-vh ralm; on l>"l"r' x, ‘Ih' had e"iii|iar'd Itofiri'S 
\s it h 1 Vi nei s. jMa I n-'^J 1 1 al n I h I'.'i d I n T f' n' I n P s' .ft liess. Now 
h'' c miyari 'd In r with 1'' 'i 11 la I r xiila, ami In' mh ir''i 1 In t for 
In.'F wmmlhT Sin- \'..'ls tin- inidwav |)' rfi'et rsi'inaii. fi ininine 
hint surely pasxi'Ilf d''. d' lmate, e\-asi\a', Imt how full of 
lat' iit pr^'tiiix's ! 

.\nrl did n‘*t t*liat thcdit wlneh had at host so aiiafjr'.d him, 
even that, hold i.ad a jir'irnise ?, , 

For it surely kmplied ft ar of him ! .And the woman who 
is afraid the woman who is im),) I < SS'.'fJ.. 
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He en'icr!::'‘-(l at li>st from his fit of anp^jr, aiiu all the 
maseiiline spirit in liim told liim that he mustifolhlyv- Dolores. 

Ths’ \vh"Ie nf his struni: nature was riov^ fully roused. 
That (‘\u iiiiiy und'T tlu- t^''Ili^ .and on thr vtiftnrino h.'id yi\'en 
the linidiuiy-tMueli t<i hie'.ardi nt passidt.. He had tsTl his 
seeri t un,d'T lie tn lli-., lint in the litth- harhoiir of the 
anil,a on lie point, wlii-.i Itolois s Iiad h;ole (l at him l_iv the 
liylil of lie- uiali'h, lu- h:id (old luT ano] le r sreret. Often 
111' Ihoiielit of (li:i( |:r.t .srei'i l. aiiil iio\\ h'' Was ed.ad he'liad 
toM ' I h' did not IH 1 1 , i [| lU'i 'at ret le. neo with .a wi iriv'.ii, 
mill hi- kle ■ w 111- Ind ek ai'od I lie eri uii id. Xow I toloriy Knew 
all th'Te was to know. If sha eonl mnail to lie friends with 
him that ^^'ould mean all tliat ho- wish'd. II mu.^t now he 

one thme "r the otleT. The lln/ht of 1 ).Tires mieht sia-m 
to indicate h' T I lit ' ii I loll of I ml 111 m an end to I h' i r f r.endship : 
liut \\h'Ti (’es.'ire h.ail eni'TO'i’' f i'm,,lio. aiim r lu' often read 
till' eard sh'' had s' lih liiliiS Ali'l a. lu' looh'sl at tlu' WoT'ds 
he s.aid to himself, ' \fl' r that nisdit slie N'.oiildn't h,a\'e smif 
it uiik'ss .And fh'' hi'io'l sane' 111 his ears thoiirth his 

lijis wiT'' smiline. « 

W'llhoUl I'.ii'osine il. I' d li'Tliaps h\- liis star, he eaiU''' to 
Itoriie ar.d e.all'al at Itala/.so I t.i rl " n 11 i .'it llu' f s\a'li'T'oieal 
moui''iit. It wa... a. if as In' arns'il li'dor'' a ih'iir it s\suni' 
softh' opi'ii. 

\\ h' n lu ‘ r' '<■' i \'' ' 1 III'' Hot'' I'f 1 )' T 'I's lu ' ni. as eonseji ms of 
what s''''m''‘'| a slroiie Toi'k in hm lu .art, aiul his wii'T' hoih' 
res[ioiul''d to it.‘ Ills iiafurr' ksap's! uji. Ills rsTMi fi'lt as 
if it h'l'l \'.llhm it i 1111 lU .a''ill'al Ta sti'is S id eolu pu Tl J l rt \'ii;our. 
And lu' Sin'.', like a sirii'k' ii eiumis' at his feet, tlu' m,ai rvho 
had hi'cn a pi'W, srho had er' pi alone uiul'T tlu' eh.allis that 
a Woman hml huiiL' ahout him. Xow lu'- rlim fri'■ indeed, 
free to win for hiinsi lf tlu- o'niv thine lu' wanted. And that 
not'.' whii'h lu- h' l'l for so hme m his h'lui. sshieh he read 
again and amnn, loM him sui' I\' that lu' must rs'iu it. 

.At li\ e o eloi'k tlial da\' lu' I'ane tlu' ki' H at the doiT tif the 
Cannvner's’ apartnunit. 

Carliiio ojii'iieil tlu.' doisr. Dolor'-s ■w.as living ''■vith a \'erv 
small estahlishnierit, and had no nuiestro di casa and no 

footman. 

‘ Is the signora at home ? ’ asked Cesare. ' 

The boy gazed steadily viith his anxious dark eye.o. 
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‘ Are you Din Ccsare Cun 

: V J. 

‘ 1 hi- bif'iKjit is lit home. 

^ /"v 1 * * I /-> 1 


Hi ? ' he ajked. 


' Only t(.) me ! Only to nio ! ’ tlmuLHrt Cesare exultantly, 
as he laid down hik hat and folh^Wed Cailino, 


Iiistinetiio ly he hrueeal his niuset s 
his strenyth, tesline it, fevi Umy in iC 
Carlinu suddenly le,.Led veuiid. Ce' 
kinfl ajid familiar C > hiin, and Carlinu he 


' Don Cl san 


UllloUneed till 


Iil?e a ii^an fceliny 

are sanl something* 
yan 4 i i smile, 
hoy at th^ d*>or of 


‘ ^ .. , . .■' ‘ 

fhi.^-l^en and red drawiny-roiiin. 

Tl^e awninys and hlind^ were drawn, and th'- hiy room 

wius rather shatl»iwy.* (d -^re saw Dolores a yo. .d way off. 

She was stalidmy up, and af onee Tie reeeisad from her an 


impression of^lceision. Es en le r fall tiyiire lool.isl dei.asii e 
aa'she came to inei I hiin^ • -4nd when Iw saw her face just 
for a moment he a,a, start W* E looke.l, |„. tlionyht, 
•straiiyeK- p.ali' and h' r e\'es seeiiwd to him inteiio h' dark, 
shad ow -f, m\'sl Orii >us. d'l lls^Woliian wtis Hot sureh,- ‘ ^lazelle.’ 


d'hl.Te was iiotliiny (’.vy/ee/e in this faee, If. r iiand returned 
his yri]i with a sort of pis • ur, that he thoiisdit mid from 
a w I iiiiaii. Jt was .almiol lil.e the jiressiire sonns i^ie miyhl 
LUV , would pTohahly yi\e. alion nial.iny a eompaet. Ariel 
whyn she sjioke Cejare Ihoiiyht that e\en Iwr voice- helel 
Some chanee m its 11 iiies. 

We twii are all ajouo m lomie.’^she said. ' Doesn’t one 
doll I '’oil feel in tills iskiiii as if w'e Wife .all alone in a 
desert jili^ee .e • 

Fic»an instant he del not iep|/,, and in tliat instmit he 
was aware of the eoniph tene , , of the silem-e wrthin the 
palace. It almost went.to ^li^ head. 

Flit •voiir hushaiid I ’ he * said. ' Isn’t he in the- 
desert*? ’ ' , 

'No, he N still at h’ra-eati. Fiit he ina\' ]iossili]y come 

in to ^$^^y. He conies eji'i.T Sometimes.’ 

She sjipke- in a careless s’oicc. Cesare was silent. For 
a mejmenf—^Jio did imt exaetjy kiiotv wh\' he- felt alimsst ill 

at eas<?. • 


‘ How ’i the little boy ? ’ he asked^ a4 they gat dow». 
What had any little boy to do srith them ? He had ha<I 
to east alout for^a conversational opening. He waa suddenly 
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with hims'lf. IJr loam cl fur ward, and ffl'fore Dnlnres 
vas ahlf tn answi-r he said : (• 'j 

‘ II yoiir husliaiid is eciiny to stay on in Irasrati I am 
yoincr tn ri'iiiain Ir vi' in Fniie-. d’leTn is nn op' iim,', no 
one \shnm wr hiK.w at la'^V,' W'r is mid syaiss F; tiiul a sat'T 
jslacis fur riji'S'l IMS'III. I.i't ini' m i' \'iiu s('inijtiiii''S, and not 
here in 1 In- jialaisa' 

' Ih- I 111 illL'Iit nf ('.'ll lili'i. 

‘ Yi'S. Whv Ikiit t ’ '.aid I )| ||| .I'la. 

‘ WT V i*nd you mil a a f r. m FYdlii It t, a a ' 

Jle draw hi'^ aha ir i a ,1 Far la la i'... .Si anal ] n nd iii har, Kiis 

oddiia'vs (if dai'isnai, ] ii'ihai 1 a-.a'ili-d lillii "Iralia' Ks alliinst 
ti'rrilily. 15ut, aflir (hat sa.iia.in tha litfia harhuuf hy 

rnalahdiehl, lia Iia aid I I'l l.a, |) liiiii If III laiidl'iil, I'li laliL' at 
least as ha I.iia\'., , ,|' 11 1 . I , 1, sh' i lii d 1 1. i , ‘ 

I had Mil'll had ii- . fi'i'iii i''r,' a'ahi ahiait lillla Than,’ 

‘ I’liat a a 1 1 \' I I e- i \ak, '' 111 1 1 . 

Ills a.yalaiii'il n ai ''..i ' alnii ■ I hi.' a lainah, 

‘ I Ihiandit I \'. i nild w i haah. It a ■ h I la ha.’ 

• Tn nil ? ’ 

’ It AMus a sinldi ii iiii|'iil .a,’ 

’ 1>() ynii yi' ld ah.'.ac In '.'i.iir sndih'ii iiii|inlsiM ? ’ 

T\'). htaii ii 'ihhi T I am 11 | d 11 idla 11 .' ^ , 

She \cas t Maiiinimt i d a n a i h.' In niaiia"' tin' a. .n'.'arsal I'ai, 
to turn it tn\', aids a h eh I In 's \'. I nail af tin' lin am id In' hal a',1. 

‘ (Jh I 1 n' (' \ i 'lai 1 1 n 1 1, ^al n I I n d I n_ I d 1 a. ‘ 1 )' (i i I I: ita' 11 le 

(s ai eaiitii aial an'\c' nf tin' llahaiis, W'a ar'' capy .iiiK'li like 
nthar ].[ill'.’ ts 

‘Flit anil ara half Fir.'lisli. Ynii aaii't spaak' fnr, the 

iialinii,' t 

1 niily \sant In sji' ak fnp lii\'''df.’^ ■ t 

' llu'h ! ’ Itiihai., said, ifi a diffi'i'ant \niaa. ‘Yiai did 
that u Ildar tha t I'l 111 s at (' adi'iiahl aa, i aia.^' and Ur all. „ Yi ai 
let me inin ymip hfa 11n n.’ < 

‘(Only iiiln a [lart nf mv life. .'\iid ynii vmi‘luu’u never 

h't me iiitn yniir hfa.’ 

‘ No,’ she said, alii'inst Mapnh'. 

‘ I wish—may I chaw iiji niia nf tin' hliiids ? ’..said Cesare. 
‘ The sun is not very strung now. It is almost evening.’ 

‘ Y^es. Shall we go for a walk ? ’ 

‘ Oh, but-’ 
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He hesitate 1. lie scarcely knce\ what he wished. Then 
he rcnieniber* 1 Ir r wunK alniiit Ik r fnsliand. ' 

‘ And *f we nis-; yniir Ansliand ? ’ he )^^kl'd. 

‘ It dues ne , matt' r.’ 

‘ TIk li let us eo.’ 

He went t'l iCK'ef the uiuddV.s uiid |im 1|. d’lip the blind. 
.•\s he <“'.anK.' bae'k te lEl'Tes slic was -I andi ny #1 k fi iis- the 
Leidi.ach purlrait, na/iny hxeilly .al it. lb- «anie and stood^ 
bes|dc her. 

■ are VI Ty h uh I of I l^a t pie I lire Y ’ he asked. ^ , 

-yl ilihnirt'jt \ eiw niuehf W lia I (|o yoi I 1 111 Ilk of it 
‘ I'^ink that old man loo|,s as if he had sem evi/rylhirfg 
and iUieW e\(T'^tlime. ’ 

‘ ddie fnlure too V ' she a'da d, Inr^iinc and lookiny at him. 

‘ N' '.olio ean km '\s I lie fnl iire.’ 

‘ \\aira nioiii. ut. [ \',iil jiiil on ni\ lial. I shall be Na ry 

I jiiiiT..’ 

.^Iie left him. 

‘.she Si ems verv earoloss about Ikt Im d land !’, t'lvsarc 
thoiiyhl* 

He was slill before the pieliii'e, aiid \^a■. si ill loiikiny al 

I I . Ill it he iio |oi I r'er ]■' al I \ a\', it. 

(.'an he- •eaii he '' ' ^ 

fli .*mii id 'Aas oeeii|ii'd 'A il h d'li. lore ( 'amnmye, v, n n t m.' 

;/i(biim‘e al 1 la- eah. ^ i nj 1 1 1 1 I he . i ■. i. f f: 11 1 1 1 1 e , 1 111 d lalids. 
What had o^eiirred al br:i eali siiii’* I he lliedil from \'illa 

Ddb-.le? 

1 )o|ore ■ is.liinied v'.ilh h' r li.at on and a [i.ar.asiil in Ikt 
hand. * 

‘ \*’h' I'e are \'o' goine f' ' ■ he a k'd. 

.\nd there a ne\'. Ir.-Jin- a lew vai- ly in Ikt \a)iee. 

' .\nyvdK re ‘ihe \'ilko .M. dea., 1 lie llorelr .e'; ' 

I.et lu yo to the \ ilia ^I' (|iei. J know a, seiilptor there.’ 

NT I here 11' 

I nd' eil ^e is. I fe ha . j II t eoiiK ■ bael; from dkab maeimeS. 
He ha? I he good I I e t o I o \ e I; oi no ,al I h i -■ lime ,as \i, e du.’ 
As they paso d Ihrousdi the h.all ,1 tolofes said to Carlin" : 

I d"Ti t think the sieno&- \\ill eonie. (.'.arlmo, but if he 
dees t( II him*! ’VC gone "ut for a si is 'll, and may imt be back 
fur an huur.’ * 
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‘ Or two, Car]ino.' 

Thcv went out. Atid apain Ccsare \voiuL|,.about h'r 
u si) and. * 

' J)Vliy slioiild wi; p( i to sec ynui soulj>(. .r f' h'' said, us 
they d i;soi ihli il tlio hill tow'irds the Piazza Parboniii.* 

‘ I liko limi.* And it is au rxciis-' to oo^ukI wander aliMiit 
that d' lii'i<us yard' n.' 

' Now I und*iotand ! * 

He spiilo' I nere.'l i.'alh,-, .ihncsst jiissnwlv. ^ 

‘No,Ji^it I realh' liki' to see tl^- seiilpt'^r toil,' she ;?aid. , 

‘ I / isri t think I und'Tstand yoif to-dav.’ 

Don't you '? Did you at-? ’ 

She stopped speaking. But hf did, not Jet the subject 

• * / , . 

‘Did I at ( adeii.abbia, you mean I es, that eight I 

think I did. And you understoisd me— I d^m't Tnean at 
Cadi'nabbia—toi i svell.' 

She said nolhmg, d’lii 'z o d the jiiazz.a giid Came into 
the \'i.> Si^tiiia. h'e\v p. oph- w, r-' atiout. d’wo or three* 
sleepy looking men yawneil m iHe doi.irwas's of the nesertes] 
anti(|uity shops, and a s'eteran, in a long 'zhite bloi^se,'^ 
snored ams'iig' a white a-ssinl ilage of small plaster statuettes, 
with his hi;ad against the je deH-'l of the listeiirtig Mercury. 

‘ You see it IS t he (h s- i t ! ’ he eald. 

\ es. A\ e ehaII ecrtaml'i' Hot uo I t,an^' one we 1)0 1 h knots' 

They \sallo<l ou in .ilenoe till I le \“ e,inie ti^ the obehsk 
that stands bel'-vei n | hi' top iif the S|*.inish steps and the 
church of the .Sacre Co ur. A man aa-. baning^)n<(he' stone 
balustrade lo..king out o\'or Koiue. d'le could oigly sec his° 
back, broail, evilh ratlcT syuare shoulihrs, a lead ro\ered 
with thick hair, and iTowned vdh a soft old brown hat. 
But ju -,t as th'W canw u]> to him he i urued slo\^■!\' round and 
showed ])ol,.r< s tic f.aci of P.aeei. She es .as startled. ^\’ith 
his honest blue eyes he loolced steadils » ito IcT face and 
into the face of t'esare. Then, ssithout any sa’utation, he 
resumed his fornwr position and stared, steadily oud^ over 
Rome. 

' Do—don't yon tlunk he knciv us ? ’ said Dol >res, as they 
went on towards the ilexes and the mossy fountain before 
the Academy of France': 

‘ Fm quite sure he didn’t. Pucci is such a strange 
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He maj' have been dreaming and seen us ns if in his 
dream.’ * 

‘ Cut \13 
‘ \\ liy not '| 

(.)f eoursi , Why iiist ? ' Doloji^s rclen'd. 

She nridd'd and smiled ut tlii- man m lyerv, holding a 
staff, who o]M;ned the yate.to h i thi:m jnto the \ illn.* 

‘ Monsieur Lcroux 1 rit\ ;iille nujourd hui ? ’ she uskual. 

‘ O^ii, niadanie ! ’ 

The gate shut belninl them. 

‘ 5 i<;'t us go t€) tl^e studio a*t once,’ said D . . .. ... 

had ase^wded in silence the little hill which leads uj) to the 
big an^ almost wjddouking l^arden. 

‘ But why ? W*hy need we go tW re at all ? There is 
nobody there.^ ^ 

‘ I really want to go to the sl^idio.’ 

If we do go he is surt^ t(t comc\vith us e\ery\\ here.’ 

’ You d'sn't kgow him. Ib.- ism\s oil:, r.’ 

‘ I am ^ your hands.’ said C'esure. 

III.- drew a little iienrer to htr. 

" ' I *11111 in y< lur hands.' 

It is the last studio hut one.' 

In the deegi'shade ..f the gr<«il Ines thev timn.d do\Mi the 
path'tolh e left, and pri.seulh' eaiiie to a door on which was 
writ.ten in chalk the ft .ml ' L'Tou.k.' X. ar this name svas 
scrawled the i.ll.iwing h g.nd : ‘ Ca ^letile s'esi ameiiee 

aujourd’hm ^a rtj et n’a trouei' perTuine.’ e* identic' by a 
model. ' • • ^ 

*’ .\m I XI km lek ■? ' asked (’esare yluetantly. 

T’he *sTlence. the sohtude wev. so delicious to li^m, so 
temiited him. so^w.soed hnn io tli- truth, that Iw hated t.i 
summon a strancer from oiil . ,f linui. 

’ Bk use < 1 ^saan tok .ree. 

And again he mWif. d an odd deei .ion m In r voice and 
manner. IT. struck on lie wooden ik.or with his stick. 

♦ V 

There was no reply. • 

' lie isn'r here,’ he sank 
‘ Please'trv'*ag.iin, a little louder.’ 

He knocked again almost violently. This time he heard 
steps. The door.w'as i.ijicned, and a small, good-looking 
man, with gentle dark eyes and a black beard, stood before 
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them. He wore a lonp sculptor’s blouse, aifri was smoking a ^ 
pipe, and his handsVere partially covered ^'jith clay. When 
he saw Dolores he bowed and smiled. i 
c ‘ friend of mine, Don Cesare Carelli,' bie sail 1. ‘ Mon- 

siirur Leroux.’ 

The M'ulptor^ briwi il nvain and berre(‘(J ('i .sare to enter. 

]iut,"mai]ame, yoij mii^t \',ait f(.>r a moment, I'l oase ! ’ lie 
Said. 

(lO iiii, Dnu ('esare,' ^ho said. 

.\s be- \'.i'nt in ('i.sars s.i'a a naloil ui'mIiI eoiniiiL'; av.ay 

fro’iji the s'lfiieh on a plalf'Ciii iS’ li*' lead pie ne as 

a dyine m.an m aoony. lb \'.as from the niount.soi \ illaye 
of ;\ntieoli, .and had the pi.Teiny i-y,-'- of a^.Mld anim.al. 

.\s ho went by (’eea.-e into a room to tile h ft of the studio 
to put on sonc elolhes, he stao il at him, a.s an animal miL'lit 
look at the nii_di1 around it m a foresl. niiiment after¬ 
wards the senljilor let iiyDolopi o 

lie w.as at Work on .a l,ar_'e -.l.ifue iif ,a niej,. man Kune 'u 
a twi tecl attitude isn a bed, '.'.itli an e\|iressioii 'if ei.nern- 
tratsd mental aneiiuh but als/i of aeiilr pliv'sieal pain on his 
face. In isiie hand, ahieh looh.-d ll.aeeid, and as if h f o'* w (*Ve ^ 
dying out of it, \sas ,a hotlh , s.'areolv is l.anied by the barge 
iierveb'ss ling Ts. P,\' the f.rt .and ii.ands ofthe man. and 
by somethine in the e, ,i 1 1onr of his fae.■. and thr- arraiie' nlent 
of his disorijered liair. Ins bm- p i.,ilii)n m the seaD of 
hurnanit}' was m,ade’‘m,an i fest to the sp. el.atoi. Neia tI hebms 
he was h.andsc me, ano in his grief and |iam Ihe-i; \i,,a.s some¬ 
thing of dienily, somellnng even of pinb., ,as bf tiie soiil Iwld 
a s'lrtue vliieli perlia]!'- tin- li(i(|\- \'.;u- e\pl.at 1 nge A strong 
moib.rn realism a.as impis .-.'d on the ahob' work. 

Dolores, Cesare, and llw snilplor .1.1 Ih fore if, and 

almost iminedrately tlm n od- b m a p.ur of thin troiisiu's 
and a jaeket tiirm d ii] • to the chin, enterid Mb ittlv on bare 
feet, sat down m a is>rner. and ga.'ed at Vhem with his fierce 
eyi.s full of reirioti'iiess. ( os.ari.' askeil f.ir ad e.xfjan.ation 
of the subjoet, and tlie seiilptijr, sjie,along in breimh. with 
a VelW griitle \'isiera s:dd : 

It wa.s suggested t'l me by a paragraph f once ri ad in 
the ZVfh Jmtrnal. \ man of uotoriouslv e\-il eharueter, a 
wTestler at eountrv' fairs, hail a mistress to \^honl he was 
passionately attached. One night he came ba 'k from a 
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visit to a Ullage at srnne distance from jiis home and found 
that his mistrL’S had desi rti d him for his own brother. He 
tocik poisorb an . dii’d. Ife was found umdothed as he is 
there. I ha\s.‘ rissl to slinw In hi-, fae.-, (acii in his svlu^i- 
bodv, t] lat lie has vjlhin him. in •gili- i.f ||i^ l.>\v origin, hii 
brutal mil lire. In [Sai n . and Ins a I > j- el d s| la i ^ the thine that 
can ii<-\'er l.ie sidiolK- iiiHln»niried.’ 
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c'i caret te. 'Idle studio, in whieli I h' re was not .-i b'aee i.f 
luxufs' or of CMnifoi't, but in tlinli I lere w.-i-.^Im- hoini-hl;e 
ainl familiar |oi ,|: df . irb \'o II he., d i\“ t Iw 'w ■ .rh.-r, \'. a-, e....], 
'idi' In I eiiese .if I ihisl .-r 5 1 id inal h|e w ;i . s. >. .1 In lie. nd the 
pl'eat d es'■ rl ed •e.arden out-.lde '..iin.d Ui ev|ia|e ah atiiios- 
Iill. re of [Mn.*'!., and e\s*n of r. .nlaiie.■ w Ilieh penetrated to tins 
bare and spa.-f. .iis elTui ib.;r and 111: H ^ ■ il alln.ist a saln'l uar\'. 

*• Wl^it \5.iil.l 1 Cl'. .. I.. b - a w..il..^"; ' ■ ai.l l)..|..r. s at l.as't, 
lo' .lime rouii.l h'T sh iw 1V. ‘ T.. I.. . . > 11 . If in w iak ! • W hat 
a eonifoi't, what 1 J. s .mc I Ir^t nnist be.’ 

SJiec'otijp. 

I dn.af/ai. 1.1 o si lu' an\' h'lic r Iffae. Tt niaki'S me too 
eiiN’ii Ills,'* sin■ said. * 

I pU^' allThos.. who do hot work,’ said tin- senlpler very 
simply. 

,\s huMiiiods of misenided p' ' all I lose who do,’ 

said Dolores, ,i^»ir*g tow.anls th' door. 

She noddeel to tlie mod. 1. who putgiji one bony hand to 
his jacket, held it under his ciun, th.sn got up, and bowed with 
a curious rdertness. 
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‘ He looks as if Ije could make a spring ^ike a panther,’ 
said Dolores. ‘ Good-bye, Mous^jur Lcrouil. How I enw 
you ! ’ !i • 

’She gazed out over the garden, \vhich fr'i)rn here, looked 
almost like a forest glad"- with its grri^ trees, its tangle of 
tall gTass an<l rs ok growth of In i bage. 

Whii eoiild lliiiik we SMTi- 111 bbiiie- '! ’ 

1 lie seiiljitiir leietked at her, with his ijuiet, almost tender 
.smile. 

‘ I dme out here in the garih n at night. I am the omy 
iien.s'mnnaire. Tie' director, mv Comrades', all are far dwav. 

Would-’ he hesitated, then added, ' W'ljuld Mot you, 

madaiie-, and your friend, dine with me Vo-iiight ? ' 1 will 
have the table put thele m the mnlst of tin- Irgli grass. It 
will lie 1 ike dining'm the depi 1 1 ". of a jimelt- w Ir'-n f Ii’* darkness 
h.as come. The food will bew'ry simple—very sim[)le!’’ 

He gdarieed from Itiilovgs to t esare, and he saw that the 
pri'tty, tall wi mian win mi he si i miieli admired- was hesitating; 
with lltr eyes lixed (a ■ thr- face of I In- h.iiidsorne It alun whom 
he had ne\ er seen befi Ue. 

‘'I’liaiik you, monsieur. WV will come. It will be a fete 
for Us,' she answered, .at last. 

But lln re w.as an odd soiin-fniiiLO that v.as akin tc' a -Irv- 
m ss ill her voice as she spoke. 

■ .\t li.df-j i.'ist eight, when the darkness is f.illmg, madainc.' 

And 1)' !< 'I’l s ('I'ln II (1 : 

' .-dt half-pasv eight s\'hen the daikin ss is falling.’ 

When the seiilplor sh-b In. do.u Dol:,r,s said to Besare : 

'I will meet you und.-r the oln hsk at (weiitv muiutes 
[last I'ig'ht.’ 

But voii aren’t going rmw 1 ' 

' Yes.’ - ■ 

‘But let US stav here till dinner-time. Wdn.rc els'^- could 
> ' 1 
we- 1 

‘ I must go home now. I wish to see if m\''nu.slvmd has 
come from l-’raseati.’ 

‘ Why ? ’ said (Y-sare,' \Mth an almo:>t brutal intonation. 

‘ At twenty minutes past eiglll ! ’ Dolores rephed. 

And without another word she left him. 

H«5 watched her going down the path -in the fllclceriig 
light and shade. But he did not folio le her. Shebras rous- 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 


+09 


ing the bnitalitv in him by the way st^e was treating him. 
Yet he only lojod and d<.">.ired her thr more. He did not 
understand.her! The face that she lead sent for him after 
what h^d oeeurf 'd on T.ake Conio, niaib.- Iiiia feel certain tlfat 
she not only wanted liis love, ljut4jiat she meayt to accept 
it. • 

Nevertheless there \\as'«sMnii thing m her deineafiour that 
puzzled him am.l nTath' lum vagic h' uie as\', something 
dusi'#c', at lu'sments .almost r'lsll. iit, Sli'- siem((l now 
n*ady to ds'fy pnlilie opmi(ift, and cav' h ss of lu r l»i<band. 
V'.'t tils' hasl Hunaeil hoinis t'S ss-e if ho \v:is in 1h<‘ p.'iTace., 
Why ? ^’esaje long'd to know \sh:il had rceeiitly ha|iponed 
at Fr;Fcati. lle»f^ It as if a*» irnni' use ehiinc' h;id oeeiirred 
in the life of,l)olMrrs since Iv h,ad»s'''n ler on tlw lake. 
Perhaps-^-yhough il S'-omi d .aln.o-t im|iossil i|e- sho had nr>t 
und-rstoosl tin.' relations exi^ti^g holwicu h'r husband .and 
Mrs. 1) enzil. and h;id jU'.f (fls('o\^r^l tlwir n.'ituro. Psrhaps 
-«-eisuhl Some <iTT;mgi [iient h.a'.w li.sai eomo t'l bs'twecn 
husband gnd wife m roeeird to Ih' ir neig'ii' d life ? • 

Ccsarc f( It lhal his pa-' iiin lU '-w in unesri .'un tv. 

At* civlit o'clock Iw .as .at the I..p i.f ttic Spanish stcj-)s. 
While he waitsd he p.ae.sf np and do’.'.n rat In r puiekiy. He 
rems'inbcred how In- had Concern|ilal- d, had n fopcs'd to 
contcm]ilatc 11w misery, ewn the ainuw torture of Lisetta, 
hov, he had f'It .a sorf o^eontempi f,,r it, as a hs.althv man 
often feeds -iif op]i'e,it i(,ii to his reasenmg faeuky -when 
he looks at a man striekrTi with an ucl'.' di e .a'*-. 

Now he regan loha'.e a crei jinn^ comprehension of such 
menta^ an^ phyneal torment as ley ^lad obliged Lisetta to 
undergo. If such a fate as le rs slimill be res. rved f.*- him I 
As this thoiigjit .Hash'd throiisdi his mind it seemed to 
,binj as if ay I he fI .pees of his n.i I if t leape<l up to repel it. 

.‘Urd pist* tlu'n fw faw I)<dore., cotiung from the Via Sis- 
tina. She stoppeiUal" tie sli'eet corie r bv the hous( some¬ 
times galled* the tempietto,' and ga\-(' some nionev to a 
robust ami chcerfuk rmi.'dege. d man. 'I’hen she came on 
slowlv. ( e.^are went to meet her. ' 

‘ I have beep Here a leuig tiiVie,’ he said. 

‘ Have you ? But am I late ? ’ 

' Did you -^ ’ Cesare hesitated. He did not want to 

ask a diretlt question. But something irresistible compelled 
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him to do so. ‘ Did you find your husbandjat the palace ? ’ 
he said. 

lie was re liny to say sotn. Hiiny he scaretlv kiiew^ uliat — 

\vtien ])oI,iri N exelaili|i-(J.'ll :i fixs ly Vijjcc. 

‘ Voii don't know lio\v I nni loolciiiL'' forward tei our even¬ 
ing. I'fn l liLo a efiiM out of .se|io(,l. ()nc ne ts so sick of 
;il\'.a\'s (loinytho sane' lliinns. I^'as rr (linucr in our soeirfy 

is like lacra' oflior diiiieT. One yts aecnstonii'd to tin:; 
moIlOl «ili V, of ri 111 I'M a and aearef-h' lii il lei s it n III ll olie raeaf t'/S 

frofli it. d'o-nielil liasoi o’a|i'(l. .\rc s'l'ii yladllis 
eyes wefo fasti li' d oil in r fai-i', ^ 

.\nd 11 m 1T old\' 11 1|' 111 ainun y." h'' said,*not, ans\\nriiiy In'r 

rjin stii III. I XCi Jit |l ll kw I'N'i s. 

■ 11 'e.v tin- 111 amn11 ry 


‘Till' iMamiiina of \'our ; ea|ii'. ^'ou must yo further. 
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staiidina .'doiiis llo■.■,- d no hjlil, '■ , 

And I In' d II I el I T a I II 1 lie | n 1 1 - Ion r lai', i ■ ^ w (We far away, in 
mountain wdloys. jh rli;i|o.. l.y sandy plane,, or lo' the banks 
of th use lony risers of !■ ranee to svhieh the jio.'dar, are faitli- 
ful. Tfo'.v they were faraway to-niaht ! 

' 'rin re is a liaht ! Look ! ' said Itolores. 

They stoeM.l still on the gravel and looked through the 
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trees to the left.- Tin re, in the midst uf#tho tall, rank grass, 
\v;is a roiiiy:! yellow aiid hy it a dark object which 

mos'i.'d aTid Hentjand idNc np and disnpp' ared. 

‘ Oiir dinner-tlbli- ! ’ ;?aid I)i it iri s. ' Mi >Il^i(■ur Feri mx ! 

Sh'.' 'Ciit hiT V'liei* I hi'i iiiah thel#i'i '- iii'h ulionsly. 

And suddnih'' C' ari-, in tin- oalin and *1111(1 nl^irrasscd 
^^av of It.aliaiw, I't |ii"M'a luitd f. i m ii'‘\ ■ lii'i ■ in ' I.a dniina e 
nadiili',’ thr(i\s’inLn a|i|>ar'nl 1 \, liii nlinl'' iialiii’'.' into the 
light-ffcaj’t'al o>nc, luid niaki^ic a nui'^'- m > iKarcrfiil as jo hi; 
aim (ist astoimhinc. . 

' I'ut what a \^ic(' \'iiii lia\c!’ ;:iiil 1 )uli a;\^hen la-< 
stojipi'i^.^ 

' W'hv not ? ' said ('M.aiv. 

'And yi 111 n^isT told ni'' \ i m i.aii;'.' 

‘1 hari'ik' i'\i*i’ dc. Ihil lo-niglit this is n<it like 

other nichls.‘ 

He 1 1 II 'k li' r hand III I In stim k 

- \V e sine \\ IkTi I Ji' a’s is s. ,ne 1111ng I'' nlaIn' ns sing.’ 

Di 'll ii’es^lre w an a h I S' ha III I, I e 1 1 g' n ti. 

A Ai 111 \'< lU clu I '!■ the '■ doll n a (.' n iohi |ishe .said. 1 \ h V 
v.as that r ’ 

' I dill not ^iiov, ;il I he iiioineiil. Ihil no dsiihl’l \';as 
t hinktiigv if > I 'll,' 

' \’ou think nil’ \ ari^hlo 

' A1‘ C'adeiial i! n.a \ oi i i i i,l iio| I , i I.. - a ' ea^' \-on r li. 1 1 n I. \\ h\' 

(.](1 \'oll take it a ,a\' t on 1 1 e h I t W le ^ I e, n i le I o I ffe | lakaei'- 

ii.i-dav Voii \fnhed to (Sini> In ns Wli'ii e wen- here \'ou 

W 1^1 lid Hot sl,iy . ^'oU hill ril'd hack 1 I > lie I I a laee. Xori,- 

‘ 1 ant iiof in dung a'.\ a_v no\\,' /. 

' X'o. 1 'ti 11 ho\s' ealI 1 fell a li.al \-oii a i)I do 

‘ Often We do ntit Xnow' .a n *■ h. e ; ha I a e dndl do,' 

V Rut thi;re are i^ ople '.'dio eafi'inaln iillieis do as they 
'.nil.’ * * 0 i 

Ills eon'e hail ehangi d. 

Do \"i <1 think \'i 111 are one of 11 lem ? ' a .k- d Dolores, 

Lo\'e gi'.^.-S seine people •.ti'alice pin^'eTs,' Said t'es.aris 
‘ And fngn otln rs it takes aaay tlw jiower.s tle y posse.ss.’ 

Powcr.s (,if resistance, pi.rhajis. Is that ahat you mean ? ’ 
She did not hiiswct. 

‘ Tell me when'you sent me that note yesteTrlay what 
id you mein ? ’ 
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‘ Monsieur Lerou.: ! ’ 

Dolores sent her voice again i) to the dar i:ncss 
, ' Alio ! ’ 

' Here he is ! ’ 

Their \vh<_i liud put on a dark grey suit and a larg 

and liio'^e Ijlack tic, came tn meet them, beaming with a 
pleasure and c,iirdi;dii.y that seemed 'ary simple, led them 
at (iiice into what In- call'd llv ‘ juusde,’ and installed them 
at tlje small dinieT-lable, evhieh was elnsely sunormcled by 
gro'.s tliat gi'ios' oviT two f.ael biyli. The se-re'ant, a big and 
dark Italian, mmediati Iv placed li'.f.ire them ^ bowl of 
smoking \s grtahh' smiij . and poiir-'d I' d wine into their 
glasses. Dolores svae not hungry. Sh'‘ would rather not 
have eaten at all. Hut ^le- I'oneealed Iwr lack o[ aj.ijie-tite 
fru fe.ar of hurting leT hog's feolmgs. He was Ji-eply and 
opienly interested in the food numitely d'escrihed to his 
guests wh.at they inielit'f*.- -eel , .and "hen it came' tisok care 
to draw them int(.i an amph diseus^ioii of its merits‘or 
dements. 

‘ This nm (led an 'snion to m.ak' it sa\duiw,' he \\isuld s*;,', 
and the talk woiiM turn upon (Uinuis; or 'they do not 
undersLand lln‘ use af tlw cabbage m Italy,’ and for some 
minuti.'S e.ebliages \'oeiM be the theme of llwir ifisemirse. 
.\nd ahvavs tie- lirelleo danced th ir rounds above the 
(leliceite heads of b'e ems.o,. and the darkness seemed to 
draw cl'jser ab((\ e and iiound the globo (jf light that illumined 
the faces of Dolores and tlc' two m'sn. 

.bhe too].; le r diare r i the tall-: for u while, l.vit preseiPlv 
M. iiisieur Leisanx mel b' mre fell into a diseussi(jn fis nt which, 
(piite'natur.ally, she \s'as able tis ih. taeh Inu’self, She lislened 
at lirst, now and tlmn putting m a wor(l. ' And she noticed 
liow easibe her two co|[i|i,anions Inul slijpisl into uctpiumi- 
uiic ship. Tlew b( long'd to different worlds, tlnw had hal 
In ■ys .alinosl e.xtr.aordmariK' different, y'et a sort of free- 
ma.sonry, tlm fi' em.asoary of s' x, m.iw drew them'together. 
Already they surely understood each other, ns C' sarc would 
never understand her, as even d’heo, after all these years, 
did not understand her, and as, at this niom'ont, she wished 
no woman to understand her. 

There was no moon. The night, though clear and starryy 
was dark. Dinner was over. The servant had’gone away 
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with the plates and the dishes, lea^■inft only some fruit and 
wine on ^lie t|ilde. Cesit^re was offering the sculptor a bigl 
cigar." * i ' 

■ Dnlores lielrd tie in diseiisdng clears. Both of them 
spoke \eitE an amination that s^cne-d to h'*i' strong and 
unforced. C'e'sare's l yes were often upon her. Slie beliee’ed 
that he was eh-libij-al< ly leae ing le r iii li' S silence. Did. 
he think, could he thinl:, il sseuld ep. rat^ in his fa\'our ? 
Whtt did he think, \shal jnu ,L le tluiil; after he^ yote to 
fiiin ? It beeincd to her 41101 us ho lalln d his \oice%grew 
stroiigiw, llrinier, liis manner more amneitod, ]n tlm nuriost’ 
eireh^e^amphclil his gevtyres were oflon i,nly half revealed. 
She sa\s' his musrular lirow*n haIel.^^slth Itic glo\\' u])on it, 
leioking umi-fualh' .ali\e, lien shad'C.'.y, strange, as a move¬ 
ment toi»k it ^ut into lie ilarl.ie'ss, Put the helit alwavs 
shone in iiis e\'es. 'I’o-uuTi^ stii.- \',as CMn-.cious of his \’outh, 
his strength and the g|or\- of#4, die had lesm when he 
rame u]-i froiii’the lake. She locleil at tie; darkiiesi^of the 
niL'lit, tlTe .■.tar-., tlm rowerii^^ feiaio of I hs- Idack trees, the 
**>ft.Hud nixelerioiis dml.iiess .if the v.'e,g,.p,, .n m whose 
bosom the\' Weis; sunk as in a sea ; at lie- liri-lle-s full of an 
ammalion th¥il x'.as magieal,^aiel thal s-. ni'^i remote from 
all ♦;irUily act ix'ities, and -die e. .iild - cal e, 1\' h. he'se sle- was 
in Ivonie, onl\' a few 4111ijuts-s' wall, from 1 Ir■ pahn-e in which 
sle*had suft^ is-d so much, in 'i'. he-h sle; ¥ as d. iiie^l, |Serha[is, 
to suffer so much nuio;. And \xillt a stroijger forrs- tlian 
shi; had c-^T-r^fell h.^f.irc falidisin se. in. ,| to ,sx>,e(-|) through 
b';r like a«dark aiel tidal \\a\. . 'fie- night alem.; hi-r and 
about*Ler X'.as Ida a d.-i'I'e.-, Idi# ^lars W-IS; desfiotic, no 
longer geiille ill tie 11' disl,-uil x'.ond.-r and b.-autv. A 
breathing of w il^ i-.V.- from I tm am-e nl LCirden that was like 
'■a ^ladc in^ some /oie-d reniote^am,^ \ irgin. .die- f.dt as if 
forces Wei'c lafiiigjUeir h ind^ upon le;r, w. I'e taking le r--- 
w hit her *sle.- ^\oul.i, or \youjd iml V Sle- did led c\'.-n know. 
;\rid sh'itfelt that (.'.war.; al-o was donimat<;d tm t lese forces, 

V 

though hewiid led know il, a^ sle dul. heeaiise his tempera¬ 
ment anT hiy n.'dur.;, and hi^ int. 11< r-t \\i,Te different from 
hers. She dri*xv her chair softly a little away from the table 
and back into the darkness. 

What were they'' talking of ? Vaguely she heard name.s— 
Raphael, Bellini, ^lichael Angelo. The sculptor, wormed by 
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the gencrrni . winr, l>C(;iluiiie,' |•x^l:Lnsi\'e If'" sj)(_>ke of 
the transiti' ei w le n aii i^t^, no |i r satislirdj with tie' t'ffict 
th^t they ci'iiM produee with iiiaihlr, juiil srtjviny to express 

I'l/lieioUS ellliif |I 11, hri'aiiir jiailil ' rsMf Mad: itiiisaints.' anyels 
and II liand’iiei. ^\ hal p, [ (d s.arr'■tliiid; id all that? 
Ilut he S'riliell filtl.Ti.sled, intejit. \\ll<ll sll"' Sa\'. Ills 

eyes liiried ilpMli he r, d mi ■ ve r, she kleu ’Sell | liat lie did 
net eafe w hat w a' said. I le was w il h le r in I he nieht. He 

wiw eeine a\'.:f\ pi-i -,eiil |\' al'i;e with Per. .\nil for' hiin 
t liat|evas eiiMiiah. la reii \ epi 'ke ■, if I.ei .|lardo ()a \dnei, of lij, 
inaiiy taleiil-,, and ef liw I'Oe f,.r mu-ie, and Doings feiind 
herself listellillL' I I 11 a efeater lljlelitnes., rhe did llok-klloW 

why. Ife iiiehl a i||e, 1 Ike n.iiiie nf T>oreii.,ii di' Medaa, and 

tJUoted, in I’l'eneli. I.oi'i n.oi'a roiieiliee : 

‘ 1 1 ll ' 'I lie I .1 jep I MeM' e- I lie| |e 

I ,t I [ilieiii, re ' ’ leiinv et ri■■ 

Ik ^ I li 11 I 111 Ii‘ '> r II 1 

Ik ^ <'c I Hi P 1 f ‘ [ 1,1 - H r (1 ( H ' 1 1 11 

'Hue (d oiii' p' 11 - loi 111,11 IS . lias sH it to iniisie,’ he said. 
It was doll.' at oiir ei.iie.'il kwt M.iw' ‘ ** 

' I )U t , 1 1 w 1 e lie]- III 111 11 a ! lal I,' '..aid ( V^are. ‘ X, )\'. h-n .-n. 

and I e|| IIM■ I f r is n. il 

He k'liiiiil ferwai'd a liM|e to l)..|.,res and the darkness, 
and, in I in. linn, ek ar \. .lee, an, 1 nar, f 1111 \' a'l \ n le a'' t In ■ in isie 
of tin; woi. is. In' r. O' il. ,l : 

ylas a I I I,.'I 1,1 ei. e. I lle.'.'l, 

• lie r,.j n I r L'e 1 II 11 l\ i :i 
1 111 pel e-..er llete. ,-, 1,1 
In ,1.. In 'll I III. (■ ., .'I'l 1.,,' ;,1 

I like it \a re nni.'Ii in iii\- laie.n.iLa ■, id lli.' Mail[itor, 
nsho had alr.a.|\' le.|i ni"iV.iiiie Iwo \a,^r, liiit'e.inld /nst* 
speak six e. il 1 ',,.'.'ll I I' \\..|sH of e..rr. et hk'illal'i, 

■ .And _\aiu '! ’ a I,.'.I ('.'oire . d 1). d as 

‘ .\nd yoii V ’ In ■■■nd aeain in a nionient. for she h.id not 
answer.'d. 

She hail d ra wii I e r eha ii’ s.. I ;i r 1 >aek III I o tin' dal'!> Hess t hat 
In; Could not see In r fan'e dnl in(;tl\, Imt he saxv ln;r put her 
hand np to it i pin'Id}'. * Tln n sli.' sai.l : 

‘1 think it ine.iniparably more eharminy in Italian.’ 

She paused, and then added to I.eroux ; 



' You know h'uv I drliL'hf in Fr(‘nnh, biif this seonis to me 
much more mU'.ic.il, and niuoh nioro fral in Italian.’ 

' I wiU siriL,' it to yiiu|' .said C<sarc. ‘Thorn i.s a settinq 
(nf it fiy Some.Italian, I fovyot \\h'*m.' 

Ami hi.' Iift*d up lin pownrful,voice nf a .stronq arid vounq 
man, aiKhsanq th'* Il.'ili.in 'ai.rds : 

‘ qilffirtt',' 1 m‘I Li, u |e', 

*l lie -1 ■ 11 iz' _o' I 11 I I. l 1.1 
( 111 II el e- . I , r 1 I. ' I n . - ,,l 
1 U I I e ! j I , #1 , I 1 ' '■ I ' I' r I U , .1 




noil, || :,e, 111! d that in tit- 
it I li' i’o \\ as SI iiie I Itiiiq im¬ 
ho I h ..pel ir \', ill Ilf I l|o Illqllt. 


And to Doli^rosj \\liilo s.ho 

voice ■‘M t'osaro at I hat nio 
yieraTi'co \\liii.'h t^is lililn d *i 
She felt as if Iw \^':w i h iiii i iia I' ■ I, l^ul a^ if Iw \^,a^ aUo aii 
instnml'^it of* d. .mi u.al a m. If. h.id le. u elii.cu by futi'es 

lam lid lad iindor-.land to e*. fill ■■ a d' c;-. i ,f \' hioh Im knew 

* 0 

rad hinq. I le sane I la.' \ m-.o I ^ ,'i nd I lie see. ,nd time w iLh 

j,iiuoh mom oTiailioii. IL'. ahnl l\' llio true meanme of the 

lilllo Mjiiq land q.-mad iipeii him a< Iw sane, aH ! )ac,v 

^oaiil ifiil -danv beautiful is \iiiilh' IliiLios fi.reol it uas 

( o ml'i.' \^ ho s:u iq. , \ I a adIll'' I <11 . I aid o. .ua ■ lid" la r o\'es 

\\la'n t'e'-.ai'o I' po.'d' d t ho ',\..rde N"C, lla"\' oaiflo jieam. 

▼ * 0 ' 

Sla; Wjis thirtv. If.T w.iitlT was dippiia' ;r.\;Ly- -f..r alas I 

stio was ,'i weiiian. ^And the na.rrow ’.Mas uncrlain. Sla.' 

iiiitht lisy'l" h" old. ‘bill da' ma h.'iw' mih' a, sla.rt 

tma- t'l li'.o, Y’ I'h'i].'. a \''r'V 'da>rl l^na'. Sla' fAl that la r 

hands eri* s|lehl IV I is nibliU'S a . I la t'l si eif ela p.'d oil hof 


4f 


la' w I I'. 


I da' III unl■#lp[llIa"^■I, mi mndi'rstood, 
a' o 1 o to (ho and I f yli* r < h 'a t h \m f'' la.l to be 
roer' tt.'dl If sh'' v.oF'' to di. au'l l.. t .'u. o H'. eift* b' hind 

la i'. no qift to r^' 0 ,'»ll la r o.'icTi d i'.' 1.' Ila- moinors' of one sla' 


k la 

* t- riU 1 , 


I'. ai'.'. ale 


I'.'ial 


i.h- 


a|o m a. la .'irt that 


oiM'o h^d oi'i'lfi I 111',- be,. d h' r 1 If .'*la' w' I'l' to da- and only 
to I"' ri»moml'oi'' d, if she im i'o ronambori d at all. as a poof 
little t^liiro^ 

^ ‘ ^li 1 via) I io -I'l I aUn , ,-i:i 


♦ 

■rU'.M.'i 


, 1 h llnlll'lll III. ( 

• • • 

Her heart e}r 1 ne''<l. It was as if into it tlaro burst a new 
inmato. .\nd '.'.hon ('.'saro sloppe.j diu.mie, '-'ll'' s,aiil ; 

‘ Wlaat fool t*[io man or woman is uho avoids hajipinoss 
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from the fears or the scniples connected ii\ith to-morrow ! 
Don’t you think so, Muiisimir Lcrniix ? ’ 

' I do indi rd,' rrliinird tie- Kcllpfnr, in his ^pft^.voice. 
‘ Rfit siner I a.'is a very ytniny stiid'Sit in Pai|'s I have lived^ 
for the day always.’ , , 

‘ I don't kiiowy—hut I don't heliisve 1 fuive' ever lived for 

the dav,’s.ud 1 )oh iF' s. 

‘ You must i-sarn to,’ said C' sars-. ' Yrm could learn to. 
One rnas' hi- d-sid to-iiiorrow, Chi Id sii/ 

And ayain the ti rroi- ..f <.h atli .011110 upon Dolores. 


(IIAl’TF'l XXX 

It w.as lafo wle 11 D'da' s'y.' ; oj) Im o.>. \;sain and ayain 
she ha'^ tlioiiyht, ' It is finio, I mml e'o.’ .\yain and ayain 
sic had lodki d into ('o.aTo.s f.K'o and she leal |»o\|[)(ined 
the nionii-iil of d']i.n l nC's 'I'lio de.lant ehiiiis- of a e’..n.'^^ 
souiKliny o|,'e, n hr'endif Ict al last to doci-.ion. 

‘ I must h a\ V oiir juirel's’ sh- said. 

Sho look'd loiind, si'.ai'chiny lh'‘ darkless. Sic iFiaisle'd 
her linysTs hyhils' o\(-r tic lead' of,,th- tall yra ,s' S. 

‘ I cannot hole \s' i( i' in the midO of loirn-a’ sle: added, 
in a low V oiee, iMid as if -.[icakiic' to Icr .I'lf. 

‘ If onlv it \MT'' not ! ' said (d.sare. ‘ If ’Sri'y it were 
reallv the junyle ! ’ 

Itolores lurie d, just’ll.- tune to S';e t'es.'ire L'lance at the 
sculjitor svilh a ncaiiiny Ih.al \sas uiuiiistakalile. By a 
Word sic niiylit ha\'e null^k'ed its eff-ci. .‘die kicw that, 
and just for a luoin-nt she ihoiiL'ht of Sjesakuiy the wedtl.' 
But the lew inmate in lu r heart loM h-'r to keep silcice. 

‘ Chi I'uul t'sscr lu to, sia : di dniiicn no e'e crCczza ! ’ she 
thouyht. ' 

And then sic tlie-uu'ht of her luisliand at I’rasc.di. Pro¬ 
bably at this moment Ic was sittiny m the red. loyyia with 
Edna Denzil, 

‘ I wish it were,’ he s^aid. ‘ I wish it were really far away, 
out in the wilds.’ 
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Monsieur Lernux shrnc'Ljcfl his small shoulders, 

‘ I like to pri'triKl that it is while f am dininit, but to 
know ij^ ri^’ heart that n4y studio is within a few yards. 
Ivcn,' jioor-.sjiiriti (!,’ Iw said. 

His ihild ey(* \vrTr siiiilnien buiJb'lore^ thoiiL.ht she dc- 
tectid in tliiar smifr a traer- of ir^nv. Sl^' h'dd out hru 
hand. , 

' Tleank you for }affir /'t../,;. I'hi . h.i . Im-cu ttie meist char- 
aetfa'i*! ie (?\'i ■iiiiie’' I ha', o 'v r sp' iil in 1,'oino^ ttiio foryets 
si> many evenineo lint \'oii^, I .di.dl le-vor r..re' t.' * ♦ 
Aeain she lirii'h'd lea’ IliieMo o'.,r thr tall yrasses if 
in fais w-^. 

' Tli^nk you, ir^adaiuo. m h]-I 

Tils t w (S III' u I xolia n;s d a a nl li i h i*id ei i [ >. ('' oar<- sjwsl;,' 

sonii'- M Oi* I of (Ji:i II I.S i' h a si loll'; s| ins ri I v that o\ad' ail 1\' 
d<dioht''d fii-, ho I,, II I lioi^"'j I , I, , 1 ,;i niil o in I' lliy iiiS' 
was fillK' ai'.alco to III'' f:n'l*lli;il I Ill.illin’s "r,(lihitlc was 
not nii'roh' aroii^si'd b\' a <liiiin r, ^ 

"^dii'\' hjl iilln stalidlli Ill ll|o Iiild'-t,of tin' swinno'S-'\'dth 
Ills hand on tin' Ian ip. and a ■* tin \’ w a 11,. d sf a.', 1 all a\' up 
th"?^ d^rl-: p'.'it 1 1 Ill'll !. 11 1 -- tin' 1 1 e d i '.'o'! II ' 'f tin ea i d- n 1 s 'xa anl 

thf' stinlliI ln'\' sa", I la' '.a llo',', lielil t I'll'. I'l aa'.' loljn'h'ft 

and disa pp' ar.* Tl a n 11 a \' I asi i d a '1', a' '.I ell■*'^ ,r. ' be, 

(.'i'sTir'^ si ood still. llo dro\', a d-p bi'oilh and look''(.l .at 
rtob J'( s. laid ' ,1 o|tp. li 1 m at' hi 111 , a I n a 'sl n a ' 1 . 1 1 1 1 a; d IV. 

Both I'lf I I a 1 11 Lad p' I 1 1 I p . 1 M o| I .'irro'.l of] | n 11 a i r tlow pro- 
yr'‘ss throiindj III ' d,'iil.*b\' that soiual, mIiio|i -ia^ hla' a last 
wisri 1 S' lit a H I » 11 a 111 < 11 111'' n In III In’ I la' sai 1 1 pi or. 

•‘Did yoijJ.h''ai' ho'v\ la' shut that il^or? ’ said ('''SareX ‘ I 
am snr * fa' is yoiny to spond I la' nielA In I la' sl ialio.’ > 

‘ B>ut.—’ 

‘ Ida IS' is an infl-r room x\ la r-- tjjly' na'd. 1 w nt to (Ir'ss. I 

fleurt flimlnxsiu sTnv it, 1'i ol .a! i|\-J Ian'’s a sofa tlawe, 

• • • 

sorni'thiiio that he eififsbs p on, lIi' has niada us free of the 
parden.’ 

‘ Till' iftan at the pii^o must be w.aifiny for us.’ 

‘ L' t liin^wait. \\ hiah wa\- sli.ill v.t' y.i ? ’ 

Dolor's \ball*<'d ^> 11 , and tool; H la - pal h to I he riedil, but she 
went sl'iuly. t'esare eould lad sao la i' fac ah .irly now, 
and perhaps she kru-w it, and f'It la rsi lf safi'from ob.seiwa- 
tion. For Jier face was set and almost rigid, and in her 
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fi;ir(.hf‘tul thiTC tssu derp linrs. The gentleness, tlie 

wistfulie ss (■ll:l^:l(•te^i^l 1 C nf her Ii.uel disappeared. There 
rose te till' snrfiie'f tlie- rc rcec eshliat lies, ])''rh:v[is far d(.)\vn, 
ill e\ic-\ eri atuis' that knows how to lo\'o aipl to suffer. 

In nc" lin y eani' /.) fln‘ solitary studio, that was like 
a linl' lioiiv' in llioiiiid.^l ofaSNood, Ih re sare‘ steippeel. 
Ih' eaueht I ho hand of I)(il )ri's. 


‘ ’l'i>U :iro 

fiol 

noui'j hoino y, 

■t. 

I sihll 

Hot let you go yet,' 

l|o said. 





4 

1 Ih ' irds ea 

tin- to In-r 1 lii'o 

r,edi 

;i d'‘op 

1 ii'i 'at hing. and his 

hand a^ In 

.1 a 

nd li.ard upon 1 

1' I’s, 


' 

' 4'ou are 

nol 

t' 1 pl.ew \t 11 h III's' 

In- sa id 

I am in d oi ihig 

to allow t h: 

d . 

4'oii w rot o to 

, Ill's 

4 0,1 

• 1 -ki'd me 1 11 eoine 

to \a ,11. .afl ' 

r 11 

la 1 in 's'! d oil 1 h 

'■ lal 

a . 4’. 

m \M'' it'' that i.ifloii 

eajli lolic d ‘ 

[o Im Isaol. o|, 11,0 1 

al.o. 

1 h:e. 

o d tin I'-tt 'IS I 

shall ,ahwa\- 

. k. 

■ '[I d . h olid, 1 

'S' . 

v.ln 1 , 

\ oil a\ rot ' ■ it, w hat 

it lin aul . t 

1,0 , 

■ Illy nn'V'iu; i 

1 'Ool 

aid 1" a 

r 1 o nn' aftor \\ hat 

happ' In d a 

t ( 

' m lo. ^ ' a 1 ' a 1 '. 

11" 

1 0||0 ( 

■ f tin' w'omoii who 

1 liink tin 

oa n 

Inal 1 ladb.' an\' man pn 

-1 In IS n U e‘ In ■ It iVos 

1 lli'iii. 4 ho 

0.0 

al' lie an wf' 

n n 11 

\M 1 h 

hid' fill natufi s — 

i'll II il!! !i':< - -e. 

■Hill 

;/h.v, 4 0,1 ar 

'■ Is 

'1 hi.'' 

1 led . Lot'e'd- I, 

lii..o nano e: 

min 

d ho 1 r. :d. d 

. lo, 

a '.'."111 

a 1 1 II fa ■ \i m. That 

is inipo- ,ihh 

■f 

And V' a, l.in 'V 

1 ha 

1 a- w, 1 

1 as'l il'U 

.\ll 1 ho tinn 

ho \', a > sp' :d. 11 lU 1 

11 , hall' 

1 \'. as , i|)' iiiiig and 

elooinu shai 

h',’-- 

on h'aw. 111, 

' r, 

' \',’ord . 

1 nm !'■ Jiim esx at 0 ( 1 , 

sold throinj 

i 1 1 11 n 1 a I, o a 1 lie 


w allin 

i'-l 'of aiiaor. Ami 

Ihu ancor r 

' t'l' 

' ' 1 \s 1 1 1 1111 Inin: 

dl II 

1' .'ilT's 

/a iioo 1 hat w Sis jcirt 

of tin- In 

In: 

m 1 io' 'd w hloll 1 

i.id ' 

sni d 

liiiil to break Willi 

I'lincoss M: 

1 1 lU' 

111. 




‘ h’ n| f liiiii.. 

h' ' oa n 1, and 

in 1 '.' 

I|. o| 

' d Ills liiuid and 

pTos.o'd In r 

. 1 ill .In I'll pain. 

' lha 

it 1 's. !1 

all''’.'. 111 \W( If to l.K' 

jilayod will 

1 1.; 

;lIi\ 

how 

'W ' r III 

lioh I hmo Inr, I 

kne>w t In i o 

i-s :i 

^.H-i uiii 

'■h w 

ill '-1111; 

i'l iiie-'-hiiniiliaFou, 

will oinlnre 

an\ 1 liinc - ao a 

do'C 

ifr fi 

■' mi it I'l.astois I 


desjtise such le.s . 1 liat, sin-li lofc, I will'lieveT sh'sev it. 

Ne>, I has'e iiol mado m', If fis o for I It ,1 1 No, no ! ' 

‘ And I ? ' sin t lioiieId. ‘ .sli.ili 1 Inniiiliate ni\eself hecause 

of niy lo\'e V .'shall 1 cr'e[i‘lo the feet ’of my hustutnd to 
beg. to faw n fee' his lo\ (_ ? 

.4nel her heart ech':ied Cesarets last alieoA bitter exelama- 
tivn. 
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‘ Come,’ he excliiinied. 

In front <,if th<_' little hoine was a stone bench, with a hieli 
woode^, f^ice behnul it. ♦ At each ond uf tho bench, im a 
jtone pedestal, an :intii]ue bust coldls' n LCird' d tic ni^lit. 
r'ri.iin Kbuve a^'icaiitie it x tr' i; s^ijt down a ]irotecti\e dark¬ 
ness. Cesai’e drew* 1 )m 1 i .fos to thi-, -.oil \\i^h ,'in inipi.-ratws- 
[oreo that was almost Ig ijt.al. .\lid le li Im did s(* it sei.Iii' d 
to h'T as if tho olo^uril'.' e|o-,sl aroimd lleiti lila.' shutting 
door*, and us if the si !■ i le, ■ 111 11 1. ■ ais , 11 ^ ard> 11 I" eaiiie nil me 
Rit'.'nsi* hea\'i'r, Ifk'.- .it in*'' in a s. (ai I pl.ie.' wlylie r no 
one Could evi«' p'.netr.il ■. * loaue s' ei n, d I o w itbdr.iw ^ i an 
ininieii.e,^ distaiie,'. .S|e; no longer b.id any seusaliou oT 
bein^*in Home. « . • 

‘1 lolij saai .oiui. llimc of m\' lif^,' ('' -are said, jnso^ine 
tier liaiL/1 do\im ae:im t hm knes. ’ I n,|d \aai \sbat 1 li.a\e 
sutfeved. To break awa'.' 1 J|ad to e,,[i.|Uei' manv lliiims, 
c\aai w li.at ■'Oil le Imre i n’ b’*ime o^ld e,d I p- rli:ip ' m \' 'Oime 
i^f honour. Ail! Iml ho's, f,d'<^,alM li.'il t radi l nei i-. ! Thei-i- 
svas I’laiyy no lioiamr in llie (|m I my. | had to U' freia 
F\ei-y m.aii has riadk'. 1 loT.I, mine ;,( |;i .t. Hut I did md. 
taki'' llmm for 1101111111.0 I did m>| lal.' Mem ln.i.sause I 
w a 11 tei I t o a,) 1 n d I .a m 'W m 1 ■ r\a I )on d ■ >u .. i ■. I'and you 
fe. I how a mill 1 1 mmt lie, a^l. r sueh a I- - ,e|*a■. I ha\ e had, 
siieh a f hm y a s [ ha \ e , |, ,ne lad ea 11 d ou e, 111 d \a ,11 se,.- k 


'o'* e-,,’ J Vfi, ii'. ' eae f, I'« a \ , 1 k, \ , ,ie. ■. 

' I '\e lieM* unha|i|iy, hi,|,eii l\ ntdiap|i'. m, lo\e,’ he 
Coll t inued pi pid ly. '’I waul I o I le |i;*j ,| ,■/ 111 i ,■, , ■. .\nd\a.,u 

—yi ,11 wai.t tfi 1 ,e li: ip’,-. It 's Mm , .nlMum/ in whieh Mi ere 
Is I'eu^ Iia^piie'.s fer n \Mio are f.iuiea 'sMe, ean feej [ 
lia\ e nd oim lad ymi ' < 

‘You ha\e I),inna I r'ula^' ’ .md It'ika'e'. 

.dhc did imt l*no\e w In.' Im ',^id d. 'The '.'.i.rd^ cle e|..a d 

7 , ^ y * ^ ♦ 

.'esare s ouMaimt’as a (kamhe ..f e,ii| walev ele el.s a ri-.ina 

• r , * * , , 

llunii.'. ible I'e was fi*,!!, ne, . Tie 11 he said ; 

'That i.s t wie. And r, a 1 lem e \a .nr Ini band ' 

In the second sihjiee soumthmy iiio\(a,[ m I he trm.’ abo\-c 
them. 

' What's that*'? ’ said Dolores. 

The leap (/her neiwa.'S showed fer her bodily condition. 
For an instant slje hael tlirilled with^ear. In that instant 
brusquely » 5 hc had moved nearer to Cesare, 
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' A bird,’ he answered, putting one arm behind her. 

' Of course.’ 

She tried to Liueh. 

* \\V‘ shall wako all the garden up,’ she added. ‘ We ouglij; 
to e,).’ But sfiiiielhinu pv tic touch of his Urin made her 
wi>h to it ay. l/jr it told lar that h- re sle - ^^as wsmtcd, sic 
was lo\ci<l, and, slranciny.Ueri 'iclv, luit powcrfulhy 
it told Icr sor.clhmu ' 1 ...a In tic darkless she seemed to 
See the eves of belli.aril's old iiiaii reyavdiiiv her stssiddv. 

‘ \\\iu,ld you yive niy life into the hands Of Donna Ursula ?'•’ 
d'' save said. 

His \a iiec wa^ low ef. 

‘If you Would you are ncri.;, encl than, T. For I oiilv 
N'.alif to tal.e- ’,a>u a\'.aji' froiii some <iue who (Joes rest hjvc 
Vo 11.’ 

11 u di 1 ’ sic \'. hep. r. d sR; i j il'.a 

\\ ho do. s 11 . .1 Ic 7 p( ated inlh xihKa ‘ t\’ho 

(J( i.‘S Hot t. I 1 . iW l|o\'. 1 . . |. e.w A ill . ’ 

.dll.U' Illy hi:> arm ejoo d liriiil',’ .ah.iuf ter, \',ilh lyi almost 
hai'iI I'n te. n. .s, h. h an. d d.c.ii and has ..d h. r, and k. pt his 
lip', pi'.' '. .1 on h" is, 

' 'I'lial Ish..'.'. I 1. ' \a 111 . I I la 1 ish'|\^ I I-.\a ■ \a .i i.' 

Dol.ii'.'s sat, wry still. .Si,'.' made no r.bp.insiv .She 
Miff' I', d Ills l.i.s. It l.ihl h'l' mich. far more fhaii an\' 
Words (Siiild havel.ild In r, In r true, am I ' p. iln n v-'ith 

ho'.'. ..wcr y,’i .at a sue.', ily. .\nd as s] r ■ sat , p i i.'.e si ill, almost 
like one p. ■! 11 liad, s 1 1. ■ \w'is a'.l. 11 c in r . if a cam an. 1 a v.a m ; 

.Sh.all 1 iiiaa pl it V Shall 1 t.'il.. it ? .Shall I'Us.. it ’ 

J'lna r.'lm.te s.iiil of In'r a . ■ p. a I. I liand sh» liat. (J its 
Vole,-, ahinot as one InCn .iiral .I.' mu. I h.at., a tr. .aelnu'V. 
But it \'.aa liie.a e. .'I iiahiia, .Vinl ('.-.-ar'' t'"'ls uwav lus lips 
uinJ l:is' . .1 In r a'eam. , s 

1 km.'W 1 sp.,,||,i make you lo\c nc ai last I ■ I knew' l" 
sin 'ul. 1 male w .ii he-... me ! 

'Id |.a re was 111 hi , \ oie.. a an nl of 1 Fumph t hatr was wit hout 
offeiii-'e, lieeaiise it \',:is \',h.iil',' natural, r.i.aiih', ami streiuy. 

All that 1 dnl I ( 111 ! ,'..r y.'ii, I.'Hl'' h. f..re vou (.'ared iu the 
Least for me. DnJ \s.iu ewm L'm.'.s', dnl s'eiu suspeet lieu— 
all that time ay;o--s'. Inv I in', .hs.l to l.e fi'i.c ? 1 don’t l.eheve 

you did. J knew I slnaild luce to wait... I was rea'.ly to 
wait. I—I’ve been patient 1 ’ 
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Dol ores drew away from his ana. I^cr sense of treachery 
was increasing as t’esare’s sincerity became more apparent 
to her^as^e opened his h^art simjilv, v,ith<iut self-conscious- 
pess or fear. She knew tlial he I" lie\<'d in tlic Woman^lic 
essentfallv hsI, and that Iw did j^it niid'-rstand, or snsjo ct. 
th woinaii she' haA III collie'. Hut had shoyei ti vet In come' 
that weiinan? Xeiw :Ju' beyan t" 'din'cch' ayaiflst the iii- 
I'Xoralele chance in* hi r.v If, sic le yan lo It'.' to lie what 
C'l c^e- thoiiehl that sic '.\:is. 

^ ' I (iidn't— 1 luiM ii't sai'+ I cared for eani. I h;*a* never 
said it.’ she unirnnired. 

Ayaii ^sfiinel hiriy nieocd in Me I fee jd,o\e Mi> ni. ddiere 
^^as .if ]ireilonce<k nrM k ■. T^c Inc dark shadow of a bird in 
lliieht piasse'd^ bet\s ei'ii then and lU' slars, \'ery far off .a 
bell chimed in.soiiie' dl .t.'Llil place |m |ow lie in. 

2 ^'oii needn't say it. .XT# \'di:il I -a.'io '.'dial I did that 
niedit on (.'orno, you \e'rol» and ."^.e.| me (o come to \ou. 
'^'oii cane hei'v siiMi nc fo-nn'Til. 'I'lial is eiiom h. If \aiu 
^^e^e anyth'r N'.om.im an\' oiler \'.onp'm - ' Ic l.ir'Hc off. 

ddiat i-. I liouyh ' ' Ic and .'nb'iin. 

'nils triuniph Ih.'il ll'e,'..,| oul of f.aiMi ahuo'.l horritk.al 


1 )< ■!( ires. 
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la'. all mill' 'll' 1 

1 np Wc lirsl 

c' mraye 1 

ml f' ii' 1 li'. Ml" 

11 e 111 ^ i 

I i had en 1 a ' d 

at icr mind so 

loiiy, ami 

^ thal ^ 

lad IS e 

■'I'.ed 

i T'^'W a 1 id a 1' 

rrihle streiiclh 

fiom tjle 

•I oiy h 

•of.M' 

o' 1 re's 

arm, • 'f Ills h 1 

Sic d.'ii'ed 

icith r J.< 

1 e o 1 1 1 1 

'. TiT' I 

■'"■ni, n 

' da ]■' d sic 1 1 

’ shut 1 he d' Hsr 


and remain *111 cde. 

• ( 

■dici she Celt Up f.rmi tic wooden bench slowH- am.] trernli- 
liny. 

iJon t no 1 A'oii nnisi 1 1 't ‘Co ! 

• ^ 

('I'Sare sal still ami s' l/ed Icr hipid, with the gesture 
iurely of a inast'U'. 'ro-myhl for Me iirst time she realised 
completely wimt she hud let Ich.isc in lum. Long ago 
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she had mystrriously kimwn that he mipht have an 
influence eii la r lifi'. But slie h.ad ne)! known what an in¬ 
fluence she inicht inivi- ujxjii hi^J Perhaps heiwj^r^y^urance 
had been eoviny t'l the f;u‘t that she' had net cared tQ 
knew. ^ . ' 

' W’hv ^ h' 'uM y ni yi > Y 

Tf eli‘ (^aild ha\<- L'iea n him tie: LrU'' r'sv'Hi ! 

■ le i ue h Iitlha I ihai't ku'iw that l)ird imiviny 

uleMiil has mads im: f'' 1 r. il.-ss, I e:ui't sit still li'-re in the 
dark.’< , ' 

I [e y d u|). 

' \\’> i's \ I 111 I'call \' start I' 1 1 ? 

‘ VsS,’ 

' EriLdit' li' d. a. it h 111 '; li'-idi' XS'll ! 

• I l.-ll' S'- I v.a..,’ 

llii\s' siraiic'- \',,an< ii ars ! ( le' saal, ;dm"W with a brivish- 
nsss. ^ 

liisl iiid r. I le sh': iia'I f'liiiid jiu.l 111 ' N'.crils l<i rh's'k his 
passi' Hii; w 11 11' a ; I s. ( i n i 1 1 a 1 1' 111 1 ' I’al ' h' I • i n ) il'i -s-, 11. Sle: had 

mad'- luin f' ' 1 pi'd' i-l l\«■, liad pill le i's If ;ihieis| in the 

plae.' -if a -'lill.h ' ’ 

• If I,r,,iild li'- ahe,;,\ . h. M'I" wei ' If I cmuM alv avs 

pT'iti ct ssiii''. le' snel, a'l'inie: ler -'>flie s, limilmiir 

I if bis' I I :l Mai e •' 111. 

Allii'id sa’.ii'C'ly lie' me I' r ,1 a I e 11'leif I le I r d a-l, .if l,i-ue 
lilji I'l rild I' d 11 pi || I ti im . ’lie' 1 1 e || 1 e i 1 1 . i s .d' ' 11 f M I, had 

trii'h'il him. E’.iiie' li'ie ariiimd llem. II'Sa sunii is.iiild 
eiiiiii' III ' held xsle ii all -• '.'.'iiild ii[i".i, \'.le a -.le' starmy 
lat '.s I iiil. I 1 H ■ 1'' 1 al' d. lb hail a \ i' 'h - id h a i em i e'« ' hi' ■! i I. ire 

him, I'vlaki' l)'i|'ii'''' a'.'.i'e aii.l mal.i le r his, and keeji le'r 
his. Seerii-y \Me^ hateful ti. Ipi-. ke.e .if hw, .and mstiied 

ti iM him lied tie- imi le ii ■)''d i ffe|. n.'e 1 m I w I ). d. n'eS and 

Prinei's-, Mall.-'Ill 'I'.'iilUi liiafs' a sllilajii.n II; I h ‘ heart 'nf 
In'p.ii'risy - '>ii.'li ;m liis f.ii' I'Uiy yeiuk *■ it h Eisettu -im- 
].)i.issil d'.' vith It'd'ir.'s. Tle'i'e as iiie-l hmg d . na seiisitis'e 
in h( r to endure I hat. 

‘ If I Couh.l take you'’a\vay ! ' h.' added, almost in H tone 
of d'.'spuir, 

Anri ayain Dolores yas uhieist leirrite.l bv the sim]>lieity 
with which he assumed from le:r roeenl aet.i.sus that her love 
was akin to his. She walked toward.s the jjreat open space, 
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the more formal garden, tliat streteliesfinay from the arcade 
of tile Academy ef fVanee. 

‘lyw'tHet us talk ot think of impossibilities!’ ^he 

»:vid. ^ . 

' ^\ hcT<s.ftre*y(su line e 

‘ I don't know. I \',;iiit to O't away frofli the jrees for a 

moni' iil 

' liul why? Aiiif we new m<'( t kei-ouv.' 

\*olJ Siyd you iSel'e Mire he \'.ae CMine {() slei p Jn the 
Ttiidio." 

'll'.- Miav I*ot. • lb lie'W eleilioe |||s Iniliil. If Iw docs lle^ 

« 

mu>1 eoi^i' this eiay Ic CO t^o Ins IShmu in lie pnlas’e.' 

‘ WTal does it*uiall’ r if \fe nieei Inin ? He kiiows we are 
walkiric Hboi>r in the cardeii.' 

‘ III 'W 4'an h»- km ov ? ’ . 

After a sliadit pan s ] ), .kirt^ sae| ; 

‘I sa’A \'oii locli al Inin pi Ij" i^n'e \sai said esied-It\as |o 
1 * 111 .' * ^ 

He th^uedit I Imre v..as I'es.'^P nienl in'lmr \ oiee, ami lie felt 
as il^ suddenly dm w.a'e Ir'Sine I" dmle Inni. ^'e| ski' ri'- 
neiiimd in ties garden \\illi Inin al lln^ leair. .She dal not 

t urn I ow aids J le cale. 'I'li- 11 a 1 1 a n i n I n i n I "Id li in 1 1 lia t Imr 

eonibmj must iiasaii oim llnife and one alem-, .and that h'.- 
iwis a foci, and less [ban a inan, lad Pi ,ael Iniilall',' U[iiau 
his •knowh-'dr’e. Mill llie Fnjlmlnnai^ in liiiii wliiymred 
somel liinc els.* And tie el.a h of I |i^ t\\o \, a-cs sent doubt 
and coll fii si* 1 I Ins Ilia li Inin. 

‘It is trraa 1 dal. 1 w.is .drai^ he nndil llnnk it his 
duty t^jmcT. iipiai r. _\ oil I o I Im c.i I' s^, . Ami I e. add md s| and 
llial. I had lo se|/o the oppor h 1 1 1 il y. I lia\'e \\a*l'd so 

lone. I ha\ I.' c|' I IT up so nilTeli.’ 

. ‘What?.’ 

‘ h'or loner^vliih^ J ha\eli\ed as imne of ni}' friends lire 
in IvoineF he said, in a low. but rnni \oiee. 

Doheps w;fs sharply eons.aoiis of a eei'l.ain Ijriilalit}' in 
Cesare's patiii'e. \s%adi crated op her seimil ivmness, 
the di liency of tim good \>.onian m her, but r\hieh gave 
iraare force to> ami us it W' la pisoed jusi, tlm coinietioii 
■vdiieh was rio\s' for em r with her. SHm thought of Nurse 
Jennings. In that moment she link'd (.'rsari.’ and the nurse 
together in her mind. Thc}-^ stood together for certain 
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things, unaba-shri], nlniost terribly frank, clothed in natural¬ 
ness. 

' Perhaj^s you eanimt r( ali>'' what it h.ws cost rr.o,’''hc said. 
‘ loar vars it is Iria Hiat I ^\as lik-- a man in prisoiy Put 
at least I w.as ni)t ahaic alisn . .\iid I jvus 1 tlu.Te, too 
mueh loyisl, p^r^>eiits(l ]iy lo\-('. IsN'iT sino- then, since 
I broke ase;i\', I br li's il Hs iiiiTi of mv age eioii't li\'c and 
I ’ve beiil 1 ' nil 1 \- loll! ]c.’ 


lb' paiisi'd. d'hi [i 
exeat' nfent, and an aei 
' 1 ’ve bi'iai 1' nil IV. 


In- n 111 at'd. \MtIi la idinitls' ,iu1>wing 

1 ‘ I ^ 

■I'lit that v.as almeist sa\'age : 

I ni \ f■ ni.ai li■ n n■ los'■, \\ ast ia t hrow 


awa\' liki- a lot of riibbi h nionlhsof nivvoiith. e'Wo can't, 
got an'elhiiiv bin'k one.' it ’s eoUe, l.ut'.'ind it 's the unlv 
thing esc can do-—esc can h\'e doubbe to niake.M[i. Dolores, 


/ 


vi 111 Iiv(■ me re|i.iTal Ion,' 

- ' ^ 

Ills \a lice Was a I [il' ist ell. 'la i !■ 

‘ h’oii o\M' me IS [iara4,'i nj ! ’ fie re|Msi,ted. ‘No! Don't 
let IIS go out I here ! ’ 



Tie s< 17 'd In r lemd, held le r e'di' re tlna' were' unde'p ^hc 
trees. Pv his loiieli ■ lir l.:iii Il|.' aiw r lhat was bojhng 
williin'hmi, a s.oii of rae'e of Italian yoiillyaiul streiiL-dh 
deli'i'milied to \ei|ie oiit 1 li a 1 s I o I' 11 '' Jiast of eehieh.he \Nas 
]ierh.a]is e\ ell seeielK' adi.imiil. Ali_lhe smiles of liis g.av 
coin I la mol IS \m re w ij h him imw in i he nicht. .V,l their'joys 
of the IfkPi, and of,Pie s|iiril Lsiiii'd thriVireh llie lle,-,h 
cl.aiiioiired abi'ut him. lb' look'd on | h'- lo.-,! n'.oiith^ Iving, 
like rsilli'-red ha', es, Halils fiet, Ainf' soiiieUiing lhat was 
almost hl.e furv si-i/.od him. P was ]ierha|is maiiV v' jd Vsieal. 
It w as' ] ii rli.a 11 s 1 hi; re\s lisa ■ of na I lire 11 [ II n I him. 

'(tnl\' rani can make uji lo'nie for all 1 ^ have lost. Arc 
N’liii going to 111 at. e n |i ti I 11'I',.? ' , 

In Ills \ oiee there s a sound lhat was almost thi'eatcn- 

( I 

inv. PiV iha 1 sonnd, b\- the rage th.at was sisei'ning him 
bevond all com.mit lonabi ies, that was slripjiihg him to the 
natural man. Doloiss was able, wns ttirecd, to i.jiulcrsland 
what she was in bis life. W itli an almost frightful swiftness 
she com]i:ired In I'self in relation to Cesari.- with In rsclf in re¬ 
lation to h'T Imsliaii'le the woman wanted, angrily, (wen ^vith 
rage, desired, the wnman unwante,!, negh eted, put gently, 
persistently aside, very often perhaps forgotten. And she 

\ 
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had no anger for Cesare. Hut sla' liad^ome fear. Till now 
she h.ad iH4t fully realised ^\luit. C'esare was. And she feared 
her ow^i luvelessiiese. Ifer heiiests' awnk'e, N'.as crue 1, fiti^t- 
itlg wiWi loiiyijys >,lie \\.,iild ji^t a\e\\. And lii-^ Imt re<.'k- 
lessiiess witki.' ni lief s. ,iiii_tliiiiy re\[TeiiM\tliafwas net kae 
but that \sas etiiuieeti 1 1^ a if h ki\i' ; a ilesire*to l)ejia]i[i\' fei' 
a nioiueiit at all ee'Js, te ferret for a iii'iini yt .at all eests, 
til liiv' hefsidf in the stmill. In let ki\e lii :il ll[Kil| hef WllIl all 
^is wiirt.ls .'tiid his lashiira i 4 ins. abniit her wilhydl his 

hghtiiiiiLfs, tlll^her ears \'.ilh liw lliuiider-. unreel |■|l■| nl. ^ 

fn that jniiiiant she kie \^ rneil \'.etiie|i si unetinies* 


\'l' ll 1 ,* ai 

,aiv ranid' 

■iniieil. 

■Me 

f. II 

as if, by a 

-1 aii'h- 

lieht. shi' s; 

U'. diwfli t 

n lie- 1*1 

Iti.m 

nf 1 

imnaii matures 


.\i,dino \\ 

InMIv nil 
■'s. *' r.ut 

nil| Illlse 

de- 

ill* 

'• le 1 ' hand 

|i ilelllly 

fI'l .Ill t'eef n 

dll'ieth- 


a : i •' 

fl'i e '..he e ,'11111 

■ le arer 

1' 1 linn, shi' 
intii Ins fae. 

1 lilt bn1 h 

ll' l' ll^ffl 

Is n 1 1 

i"' 

shniildi r '. ale 

1 In,.k. d 

(’i '.ar'a' 

sle ■ sain 

1. ' 1 111 

id. r 1 

a lid 

1 mehrst; 

m^l all. 


I'ut yi .11 *\ e 1 lei'ii 1 1.11 le 111' ■ t » 1 1 li IN' , r I li I n t. 

^l*‘ sliis'ered a 111 11 ' . 

‘ T' II I h' Illi'st ' he ea id. 

Ife .stimd [*'rreelly sllll, a|lil"el hi.' 'ab";^ I'liikrilg ililn 
h' r 

■ ^'ee, > ee.i 

' !vhy'?i^'’ , 

I dll Mill \M.rth il 
Zl I li I 1 ' ,1ie I Vi'l:: y 11' 11. 

» And hr‘ »yii\eil. Ihil ehe 111'! ^si.#li'r leinds dll\^n i.ii Ins 
ell'iiiliIs'f's. he r< 111'mb' I'i| ^he straiiee Ln i[i of her 

hand ^^hen le' had e..ni'' iiiln lie' l .'.iliadd "f lie' yi'ea^. room 
in l’,ala.'./ii Ikii'l^ run. .d'lne- fiaj-'- ih.it h'l did imt iinder- 
■M;*nd was hi' Id'ii Bi h' T s. .fl le ' ' 

‘ No, till, 1 dll li"l»'l< II I h ll . 1 I iil'/hl nd 1 11 ha\ e a^k' i.l \'i ii i 

» 

t'l ennii'. I ^.iiyliln’t ti^ha'i '- writt' ii I hat I liuiyid t" Ik 
baek iifi' i h'' lak' .’ ^ 

lb' loi.l.*'d siraiylit ini'i le r era s and said : 

CJii t'Aol /'.s'.vtT lirlo. sid I>t ildi/ian no e'e ee/h".;u ! 
d’ou are thinlfiny of to-nii'IT i i\\, 1 ean se.' it in ynur eyes. 
And yet ymi said only t'l-iiieht tied tlf man 'T uutnan who 
uraaids hajjjiiness frnm the fears or the' scruples coruiecteel 
with to-morraw' is^ fool.’ 
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‘Yes. l)n( if I aifi thiiikiiiL' i‘>f tn-nvirTow nut fur mvscif / 
but fer yi:>u 1 ' ^ , 

stranyc lonk had oriine into Iht cyi.s, a l.uik I’ff tf^juhhxl 
sincerity that wi nt riylit int,, hi . le .irt. He ijauyht her fac^ 
betwe'Mi hi^ hand'-. ‘ ' >■ 

' O 1)(.lyT' " h'- w hi^p< 1 'd, 'il<a\ I \^ ant ai ! Hnw 
I \sant yen 1 ' 

And Midd' Illy t'sirs nixlc’d inka hi> eyi'S, tears lu.m (ait 
ef (ill . ^ 

' 1 ['I\v I wall! \a ai —ant \a III t Di i ea ai f' el it ? HoViai 
vclit'r' ' ' " ‘ ' 

Ills hand', (ill lii'i' I'll' I \'.i I'c laii'iiiny. She fclt'a sly.'UiLe' 
si'iisat 1( III, a s if (■' -al'i ■ \M I'l ■ (' \ I r'.''i 1 111 ri am EsIa ■ eea. i’e m it hiiiy. 

' A’lai ha\'i' 1 il'il I s'd 'kil cN I'l"., 11. M1',-, ( \ cr'^ I lifiic,’ Ic' VM iit 
on, .al\va\’s \\hi''|i( riiiL', ami llm t'ai's slifi 'hili'.ne' in hi-, 

eyi's. ' HdW is il ? H'lss call |1 hi' Ifc'iS I'an .aieh |i(iuer~' 

be? En i_i".'l liiiiL'' yiiiK'-* nil,' viiii! It \ h'rrihl''. Hut 1 

\\(ai’t t"' ', (iiir ■ la'.'■ mai-r' Eiin'l think i1. I A'e learnt. 

I ’\'(_' suffered, I 'll! .'I Ilian iiii'.v, the real tliima. Ed ralln r 
kill ni\'-,elf 1111(1 ha\e ihaie with it Ilian he under e\'en yn*;r 
fei't. \\ hat are w (''_'(iiiid I (I (k IWhal , i re \', e y, ,i ny k i lii i ? 
X(i\v \'iifi M'e h'i'.s’ it m ! I'.ul vi'ii al'i',.i'.'e kne\a ' 

‘ Nn .he lin allied, ■ 

■ d’liii km ! A'oii km-w 1 Sia'li a Lt|ine ('anj hi; hiiideii. 
And 1 ab'.'arse ni' :in[y<ai ki t.ii'.-.e,' 'n * 

‘ Ndl tifi lii-niylit— ic'i re;dl\- ! 

‘ And-' true In y n-riily \ i iiee nea rly died a\',a)\', ‘ E'.'en 

tn-iiiyld m it reali\' - \'el .] 

.Shi' t'li'k 111 r hand-, .h'diii lin. 'in mid' i-., imt tlimn tai his 
haliiE. Vmd I'e]' a-i'd her face. die' Mri'iim '.'.dinali \\ hn had 
said, ' \dil '\e keen tdd II y 11 e A \'.llli im’,' ,’Sas yulie. ddee 
inteiisilr' Ilf he. eimilii.n. Mm larar'erv -ms it sei lyeil to Imr* 
— with wliii'h he sli'i'.'.i'd il, ('.'inylit a'hiiS' brbin and heart 
fl'dlii \\ at I'll f 111 I I's 1, fi'iiiii (|Uielml''.^ riiat fiiliiiy laf Ck-sare 
Ipeiiiy craerythiny, herself iidthiny, im'rea.M d ii|)(in he '.' l!ut 
she reas still able (n In; j'lina'idUs that it was daiiyardus. 

.\s she stiidil fri '.' df Cesare she was awaiy iif a isnft luaisc 
in the w.arm and si.'eiited niyhi. It came ft'an the fountain 
that plays in the (yK ii-space liefure the Aead''iny of France. 
Again a bi ll chimed in thc' distance belmv. ' It was answered 
by other bells. Rome was tlmre, speaking in the niglit, 
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callinc; from t>nvrr to towor. while fi^untain whispered to 
fountain through all tlu'^uae'iou^ eity. Th '■se Sounds sud- 
denlv—she did not know \'v In' hroiedit hiT liusl>and he^tir'i 
T)ol(ir<'<o, not fis an aeni'-iny, hiil a^ an indiffi rent liaure, 
intent Tin''sonfel hifta whieh hadinikol iii him thi; ohser\'ant 
faeultv. lie Seemed to tie stalidniL' ehoe^i) her^aiid to be 
e.ilie, 

Sl^e shuddered and \'.( nt oiil finm the trees before Cesare 
/"oiild pisd'ent her.* lie fey.e,\e,) her, alnao.t with a^ei)rine, 

‘ It 's truej It 's line !*' he e;ii(h eonunif up \siTh lye-r. 
She s1e)*il still ass'iin. I’)e\,,ii(l lls' darkle n the I ree,? 
she f It ^SS lost^iii 11je de ji'e of anollie]-, ihoiajh si ill it was 
\'er\’ dark. .tut bhe ■-,a\s I iTe si ars, and faint fiiiimo f palm- 
trees slalallfiL.' baek bihilel el’eat l|e,|e,s of box; she- had 
ineire’ Sertsi- of pos alik- fi'i ido'^i, 

' Whv did \'ou mo\s- ? ’ JTe s.a a |, almo I si. ml. 

‘ d'he fountain. r le ard il^ ^nd lie- lelb! I felt--I 
fe.alised snddeiiK' that e .-irein IJoiiie. I--1 doikt ,kiio\v I 

I ri-.'diseil lt( ane,' 

' What ai'e We- to I lo W ill s oil I hi-ow e\-eryl hiny u]> and 
ane- aseay \e i I h lie- ? W ill > 0 , 1 . l),,k,|-es ’ 

‘ Hush d*'n'l ! ' ^ 

Sht-*mo\ed aeaiii, and eniit to lie' tirvaei' that exteaiels 

iiloiiy the i'i_d 11 -11 a 111 k I lyl of the palaee {.. a b;dnslr.'ide from 
whe-h tM' il^'iie-s and toweis of Ihiivn- ai'e \ isibk- loolnny 
|o\earels .S| . Ikl'i' s. I'm tie balu*lrai|e s^e stopp.d, and 
turned. 

‘ .lint uyw,’ de ..eld, ‘ \'d e 11 1 l#ard lie- fountain and t he 
belE *1 se-eTneil as if 1 saw s..iie,' la^-le av ne-.’ 

■ .S. irne ''Ue ! \\ leaii 

‘ Me' husband I 

‘ W hatVii '' > oil -.s \ II la Y ^ 

He furie , 1 1 11 h*:* I - I e 1 1 | de' m e I si .U'ed 111 1 o I he dark. 

' .\jlel if l^'U ha<l s( .,*1 him ’ le- -..iid, lo.ikine aL'ain into 
le r ey\'i s. ' lias n't le - t you see him for saars with ^Irs, I te-nzil? 
Hasn't Ir’- lak'en \ ou to I'ra-e;iti in ^rder that \ ou miedit see 
him wielf heB I h*'re' ? He arranges his h fe I o suit ^I^s. 1 feuzih 

II Woulel afraiiye ea.iir life, too, to suit Iv-r. All Rome 
ki lows it. He- IS her loea.-r, ed course,* He has been her has'cr 
fur yeai sd 

By the sound/.d his voice »Dole»res knew that be believed 



4*8 


I'HE FRUITFUL VINE 


himself to be nierL'l}'’ expressing a truth probably long agts 
in her poss- ssion. ^ 

',Tt he hrel s'-en you,' li. n<M' il, ' jv rliaps it uemlf'i have 
been . Or are you aii aid ? ’ 

Sho niado r,o answ or, 

' d'eH IIS', aro you afraid ? 

‘ Afraid 1 d w liat V 
' Of your husband kiio\\ me.’ 

T don’t l.nov. vliothrr T am abaid or aot, T uon’r tvivav; 
anvtliing to-mehl.’ 

' Abruptly 'd|o d'-Ufi'd t.i Uial.o lillii uudirstaud sianirUiing 
of h'T ll' Ipl' ssnesa, b. aaiieo d|o kU'W that la- lo\a d'da r 

‘ Th'Te 's so luui'h tliat oil-. i\.'m n-o.-T uPd-'iataud, \\hy 
should you eaiT for m-- ? A'ou s.-ai--- l\' Im-iw lii-a’ 

‘ I kii-'W you bi tt'T than hf d---a. b-'-'aua-- 1 <'ar- '.' 

Shi look' (1 d-iwii, b- iidme hr-r I" ad a liftl-a and the mo\a‘- 
iiieiit, the Im-' of h-r ii-eiV, \- -ka agaui ulfhin him th-' raye' 
of c.'xei 1 1‘III- u I, of imp-it- III aha- r aa'ainsl (ho \'.asl-.d niouiths 
of whieh h-' lead s[i--k' n f-i h- r, d'h- eatiua hki; Mieei-ssful 
Mi-niies, ill pi ---;-0^1-III b-foi'o 111 -, mmd. ..\iid m his h-saO l.v 
cursed ( ll' Iil, 

‘Dol-m s, don’t 1 -t ns ask ea-'h o(h- r <ju- -ioiis. What 
doos it iiiall'-r N'.Iiy.—--r h-i'.v ? A'.-ulh i.ii'l iiia-ka f-n' if.K’s- 
tions. It ’s au'.'ou us 1 11 < 11 j. >v. 1 -sa n't yo --ii - - ’ Hisrkark 
face was sud-l-'iily iWlort--d. ‘No. I -•aii’t -ai .m. I ’ve 
C( -iiic to t ho I -rid of I ha' ! ' 

IF: b-.reaii t-i sp-ak aliim-t me--h- r- iil b’. aii-l a'- if to liiiii- 
s- If, (-1 tie- Him -1 I liat un '- lat - - -d \\ liat iio ol h-r ^i md e-mid 
fulh' uiidoial and. 

‘To the end — I o t h-' ond ! ’ Iv lap- al - d. almost furiously. 
'From to-myht all thal ’s imp-o,ib|-.. Why sh-iuld I—how 
could any man — no ! no ! ’‘ 

llis li[is (\Msti d, his br-i\\s eamo dowmN s'-ar Fih eyes. For 
an instant Ins fae-- was like a bit I-.r .'uask. 

‘ Feel ! ’ he oxekiim- d. 

n.:^ s- i/.ed the riglit 1 : m-l of U-iloies, and hrdd :t against 
his heart. 

‘ D’ von ask me to d- ny that any l-myer ? ’ ’ 

For a mi.imcnt her hand was still, and folt the beating that 
was his life. Then it twisted in his grasp. 

‘ No, no, he’s coming ! ’ 
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‘ VThat ? ’ 

‘ Monsifiir Leroux ! ’ 

‘ 

BuRevcn he s]v>ke he heard a faint fo<.)t^tep on the tiny 
stiinf'S of 'the I( rmr''. 

‘ We must sp' uk to him,’ s said. 

‘ No, no ! ’ ^ 

II. ■ tightened his orasp on ]ii r han.l. 

tint h'? \vill pa»s els.se ns,’ 

' N.s, no ! ’ 

‘ C'esani ! ’ she said. 

She Ij'^iit anrl liMd;ed into Ids fama At once h." let go her 
hnn.T 

' F.sririve Ine ! But-’ 

A si: ,di, I hit \\sis almost S'sh, eamn from him, .ami lie 
turned his fare ,a\\:i\^ fronf laT. .\ sli.idoe, ,mmyed slosvly 
from tlie darl.m ss. 'J’he fo, .i^i|| .1 s t an t r. 

• ‘ Monsieur I.eroux I ’ call d l)ot]ros. ' Are vou going to 
bed'^”* . • - » 

’’dl.Te svas no answer, hut the shadow drew slowlv 
nearer. 

‘ If it r\'er*‘ mit Isas ai\ ! If it were m v husllaiid U ])i ihiri'S 
tlu urtlit. IT < r rniinl ll.'i oli't f Isiel. Ii, I I,'.- ],:iTty at Ml'S. Eld- 
radLs’s. tisthe eoIl^■t:r^al loll al'out lie' ,l,<niia ihltn-'uriilr. to 

her thoioht^ 'If- Wliat \'. olild J'l a sj be like? W liat 

w.juli 1 Til' SI d'I ? ’ • 

' Moiisieiip Imroiix ! Monsieur Lsioux ! ’*she eallesi, m.are 
Bhari'ils' i^nd insistentlv. 

‘.Ulo!’’ 

' \Ve are la ri' looldng at Horn/’ 

The seiilpt I g- edme 11)1. * 

‘ You d^re gi iii*g to bs'd ?■ 

‘ Y^s. maifaine,^ \ 

' Do me ^ favour, bome with U's to the gate of the villa, 
just 1 :1 show thi- Htlsiidant \m- s'.ere rsallv dining with you, 
and tha-'- you are jiailly rs ponsibh; if v,e hase kept him too 
late out* of Le.^. Will you ? 

‘ But with pleasure, madanie ! ’ 

She began to valk rather .qui.'klv awav from the palace. 

‘ It is. 60 lovifly hsTe on a summsr night. We could not 
resist staying for a few miniy:e,s.’ 
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Oh, what a jair,r,'fod.tlc liyp''Crite slie fi lt as slic made 
those banal is marks, unwdrtliy "f tin" yardun, Cif .Mie niyht, 
unwortlu' Ilf hat'-, (,( l(:)\'ta "f lifi; ! It was as if shn chnceii- 
trat'sl 111 a cmiph- uf sanbin'i s all tin" insiina i'ily a’ld the 
clajntrap 'd thd AMald. 'mnd afb r tliat'h m' km\ hjeh Cesai'e 
had S'lit bi tin- si'uljitdi'! I’ml In r hfi', shd kinw, had 
trained h' r in ci >n\s nt h aia hi \', and ft)'' \'.'>rds had I'ume 
' rnia'lianii'idly. ^ 

But what nnrd b'dais- l.w tliinjviny <d In r ? 

At til'- eat' th< \' part'd frmn L'l'diix, Tin/ gate swung 
sl(i\if\' I". Tin' sir\ant was lib'i'alK' lipp'd alid wl.^hud 
liunur nuit. Tln-s' ^^all;'■d "ii t'|\^ards the Saef^: ( 4 ‘eur. 
And tn'^ari' H' \ '-r sp' T''. 

‘ \Vi' shall liiid a lia''!'' at tin- li*p "t tin' stnjis, dnp't V'lU 
think '! ' t 
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in a si ra 11 'Si in an alnn’st ;darniing subi udi-.r Arid sh'' fi'lt 
a si'iisat ii .i I I if L'nlll I hat I I'l leb'.-d In r, 

' hu'l bi'lti'T ai' b\' (hi- Dh'- Mai'i f'i in nv, I su I’lp'-'S' 
she said, \\ith an i ffnil In rnl lii r-i If tin.' smisal;imi. 

As he said ii'ithine, sls' add' d : 

‘ llailn't SM' ? 1 ladii'l ? 

‘ ^Vhat';•\'e^ ^'|>u phsas'',’ la alni"st muttered. 

He did net l"iik at her. Sin- rvalk' d mi witfi him at her 
side. .\nd neither of Idem spok'- till they had jiassed the 
Salone Margln rita, and were in sight of the evhite and 
illuminated tunnel that leads T’om the Vi;'\ Tyitoin' to the 
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Via Nazionale. There, elose tn the Siject Hotel, they met 
a wandering fiaci'e'. 

' / ’ Doh.res cabled. 

Tlie eiiuehnian drew up and DoIiV'S gr.t into (he'fi;n*re. 

Cesai’c stood 1 Fside il, still |oiikiiig^low ij. Then hr' foil )\ved 

her. 


‘ Vou will allow me se,' voii h'piie, of eours(*,’ h- said, 
f' irmally. 

‘ l^n^ it^takes ypn .Mil ef \siiir . and vesll'/ it i^n't 
nr ess.sarv.’ 

'1 coiiMii'^ le.'we _\aiii, at lliw hour. I 'm siir<' voi*will^ 

imderst.’i^A that, I’.da.'/o I’.arkw ini !' he -,,i|,| the 

Cl laehi nan. 

Till' liaei'e.ric ii’ed on aiid a'cain Ik' le aas silene''- ketwesn 
thi'lii. it lasUd I'.llh'iiil a hl' al. Idl lie' ll.iere eanie lo the 
gival rs'ite Ihal dl\ld'-. I le-^eaf d ■ 11 .'f Mi' l’;da//'i Mal'h'fini 
from \’ia (,)n:i I I l' > l''on tale * Tie l ^ t -e le e:d I d ' lUt . ' 1 )' Cl’t 
lirir e ini' * 

Tlw »ian -.loiip'd lie' leCO'' '.'.iMi e.l'i'l., ('' ■el''' l^rn'led 

he- 'Mill. IF' t 111 le'd :i 1 1 ' 1 ( '<'-, 11 -' | 1 1 e I him. 

' 1 'lilt 'A 1 1 no I I.' I' 11 him.' 1 e 1 Is -h 'i 
' 1 'll I'.all. hone'. I |H'i'f' r il ^ 

\\''ll tie n ' Sle' ah'inl I'l li'il>l*>>nl le i' ImIi'I. 

V. Ill'll le ' said s| ill 1 1 h fi iMi ei 111 m 

I ’ll aee. .mp,i ny \s > 11 1" ' iiir ' I' '"i'. of e.'in'-' 

The L’af'- '-a- f p' ii'd. Th \'.:dl:eT| t.e.', imU ile' al'eade. 

1)(. lores '.\,.s l>''eMnmiii’‘ I'l f'' I friehl' le ' I, #iol so mia'h of 


t'.'saV'' as of fie' '..'i"ie : en''iiiii ,1 ale''', lif-, faN'. all I h; 
stiri'' '*Hld»-“llS alel Mini im do le'l 111 e I'' lO tm d . eomliinall"! 
east out rillhh'-.-l'. 1 e. Me lUll l/e,’, Un'l'.L' 


D' 


I'k aread'. 


I' US'S st' 'PI'' d. . • 

We (.'ijn sa\ ^'"I'hniLdil her 
N't I 'rmi»t I al',' ',\'oii to w - nr do' c.' 

I Ir.sa- m\' lve\'*'^ 

Sh*' showfd it. 

have* oiiF,' t't \'oilk up tail's and e-ii in. You don't 
think I sjiall IH■ murd' f''d Is I -,'0 en tfe' earih n a 1 el m\' iloor 
‘ Von mnV hot be aloU'.'Till \"u ar'. saf'' m _\a>ur apart¬ 
ment.’ 

W'us she so jjfeoious ill his sisht '? Or was there another 
reason fhr his persistence tU hesitated. But she felt 
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that he meant to ^lount the long and faintly-lit stone 
staircase with her ; she felt that e\'en if she forbade him to 
come ^'.ith her still he would (siiifs. NeeaTth'-lesw si# said, 
with a Tap reluctance ])artly due to his uliiiost freezing 
formality ; 

' But iny husband mac ]>e at liniiie. I ha\'e ue reason to 
think so. ' But h'' nuLdd ha\<' is'iiik sn to stay the night.’ 

' I wish tei '.lid hi' W'Te in ! ’ ('i sarf- said, \vith sudden 

\ iiili'iiee. ‘ I .sh'Mill! hki' to lias'i' to (ji) with a maii.ti.i-im^it ! 

« * ^ 

‘ .\ri n't you fiiryi ftiny ms- ’ fjc' said, hut \'ery gently. 

' d'h' re is ,a hunt to things,' he T' plnal. ’ 

' Gi H id-night.’ 

' No.’ 

' But-’ 

‘ Nil, no.’ 

TTi' r\i nt teo'.ards tlc' ijn'at'g.goinL'' ''taireasr, ;ind she -was — 
ah 111 IS t I il ihyi '<1 I * ■ f' 11' e.', 1 1 n i. I It , si i '| i ^ rang i in I hi ■ si' Mi' - , 

,'is if he \M're till' ni.'!bii' I'l SI ihil I l\^ a ei ruling to what be. 
li MIWI 11| I I I hi III. t\ I I'l I III \ I O Cl M Irj, III' W I Mil 1' 'fiUp tei 
a gi'iat en MS in h-r hfi'? Nn'.'.' ulii' fill ei mi iph I'ly indU'' 

gnasp Ilf I'Si'iils. If lur hmbaiiil b\- eiiaiiei' < I'l' within sh'- 
flit that hi' mu'4 si'i' at a glanei nil that had hapjii'm'd 
b''t\M'i'n h' I'M If aiid ('I'wii'i' iiiith'' enrili'U at \ ilia ^^|'d.iel. 
Slw' did iiiit aryiii' ihnl that w.i'. im|i'' ubli'. .Slu- fi|| 
absi .hit I Iv that si i it \m miIi | bi'. .\nd t le n le r n 11 lul sti >|i]t.'i 1 
short ihiTi', ''' ' 

(.'i sare ^^aibd niid Imihi'd ruimd. Slc' jiiiiiid him. And 
they MM'iit oil N’.ilhiiut a wi.id till tliiw' sti’.iid In fi.re Iho dei'ir 
of till' apailrni id. 4 le n'■|l' In Id out hn hand. ^ ■■ i 

‘ ^-oug koy I ’ 

Shi' gayo him Iho k' y. Ih thrust it, roiijlily sho thuuL'lit, 
into till' k'wliiili', tumid it.''.and opinid I he'dm ir. iiito the 
enijit hall, hli'li was d.'wk till ('i snT'i' h t d . 

‘Now—gi loi l-iught,’ she said. ‘.\iiil ^fiaiik you.’ 

When she said that, r'.ilhoiit agaiiT'Ir'Idiiig mn Iier,hand, 
Ces,art's faei; ehangid. All tin' formalilf, the free'/Miig, un¬ 
natural restraint dioppi I'l ,'i\sa\' fi'oni him. 

‘ Dolores !' he said. ' I )o|ori'S I ’ " , 

She .stood and look'd at him. In opening the door he had 
stcpjied inside, holding it, as if to let In r pass in. But she 
was still outside on tin* stone of the landing. 
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‘ ^^hat. i3 - ? ’ bhe began, and bt<_^){)ed. 

' Letnye come in ! 

" 

' Lrt ne c'lme in, just into tlm di'awing-rooni where I met 
vou the (Jhe^davt ^^hl■n vu usKl'^d me to Come 1 ’ 

‘ No, I can’t, I mu tn’t.' 

'Ho yo j undi 10^1111*1 8 ir.avsn't'I mm.lc you understand^ 
.all tli.at yiiu mean to im t 

‘ f uryii»t me! • orai\ c ruo ! And-anfl I will foi-^rj^a' 

• • • - 

you. 

L' t n|e ‘\>n;*- in, otil'/ fi.r ;i mom. nl. .lust h t ine sif 
ith \a 'iWor a ii iouk nl, taIJ., \'. 1 1h \'ou f> .r a momi'nt. 't’h.at ’s 
all. Th.at shalff... .‘,11, 181 mr (III tlial. I yroiiuse that 

shall be all.'* * 

I niwst n'l .* T musl nd ! 

*.sho s'v Imp. r. il fli. \so^Hs. .Sla- |oo|:, ,1 ial,, Ih,. fuiU. 
ria II listen. (1 f. ii' I lie s. anid of ^n an11a .|... .r, f. .j't la■ sound 
*»f si. ‘Jis. .\l III si III da f' ll III I la ‘ a la p of is \ eiil S, li^ I] il.'ss, 
d. pri\afl of jdl a' nniia- \ olil 14.11. • 

yDoloi'es, you lias.' my promis.. f..r lo-iiurhl.’ 

He m. i\a ■( 1 a 1 1 11 |e from the door ; | a ‘ I. | a r hand, hint 

no\s' ]e.^s lik.^ a |o\ey I hall like a man of honour a^r, me his 
aorj, ,('linehiiiy a e..nipae| I 0 v.lmh la' r'.oiild hold at all 
'ist s. 

* ' • 

'Mv ]iponii'o', my lUoini < ' ' h-' r. |# al'‘d. 

'Why- \\l*y- \slal rsiiil.l we sa\*? ^\dlat can have 
to say 

' M\' promise ! ’ ^ 

•■I'.fit ^.'dop’t kia.v, -we I'an’t Uia.w v.laHier-’ 

.Slid.1.‘Illy, she la'\ . r l.la'a la.w ^ die ’.mis hi,.' a h at liaaaul 
by the \viial - ly dosw la r \t*ilhiy, aial I la' .|..or v.as slmt, 
dhey sWu’d t. Ilier in tlas ,iail l.i.'hmL'' mt.. .sach .iIIi’t's 

'■■'I'"- * , f • . , 

He Isn’t her.- ! ’ said ('. save, whispering. 
l)okg-es df!l not answ.r him. dll hiin t.i go again. Now 
sin f.']t Ilja.t niIvt hiim sla' e. a 1 1.1 d*. w*.ii 1.1 1 ' 11 1 . s^ ; that tri- 

niL'Iit a ek'rtam eonilmial a.ii ..f e'.i nts was d. ei'. ed in whieh 

• • • 

sla.' w.'is,t.() ti*' inwolved, hke a Ii.hIm in a m.ass of lierecly 
r.."vaiKing rnai'liinerv'. ♦ 

’ Let US go intiJ tile drawing-room.’ 

Ue spote aloud. Dolores fiassed him, and went 00 tni 
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she came to the grihi'ii and red d^a^\ing-r(X)m. As she 
touched the button of the electric light, and the roopiSprang 
interview, the eyes of Lenbaeh’s oi’d man met hei^ yhey 
'^seemed to be saying, ‘ I hav; wait^'d. I shall not liave to* 
wait much li’iiy r ! ’ *'" ' 

And as she sti ydih’ retiiric d I he ga/.c m uk/ jm) Liaic she 
felt da/cd. ^VIlal s' cnicd f<as kim\sd<°dgr was aliee in her. 

I r 

And y< t sMinellimg was within In r ready tu fight 1, t'S deny 
its identity evi n. . c , 

■Slie saf, all iKsst <Ire[i|)wt nil a snfa (a|)ji isite tei the 

pietiit'e, and Innhed at tie- liner, Slw lesard beware sit dosvn 
ehsse tn her. 

‘ Yiair iJl'nliiise ' ' she said. ' 'I'nlir pl'nli.'ise 

' I W ill kei |l il 

He did rml Iniieh her. hat d|^e f, 1| ns if all I hat r- ally 

him \Nas slretehiiie nig I.) I.aieh le i', LU'a-|i he]', make h-T 
hisn',\n, .\iid la r hn leiiVl ', W’a.heal hi'a si'al i, nr w i1 hi n 

lie- palace'.'' (Inei' he had eiiiie- fi'nm h'laiseati ipiite- Ute.Xi 

peetci.lly and \ ' r\ lal , and leel lept m lie- palao-. Ife 
had had a rea nii, she had fni'anllen what ll ^^■as. H" 
might ha'.'e had a Vi a s.ii tn-i i led il , 11 ' 111 1'd il at I hi liieili wn t 

he I 1 1 her' Iu hI's 1 ledrnni n, nr 1 m up is ad 111g in I usdihear'.'. < )r 

he might h,L \ e fal hn ash-r p , ,v. I d a I.k \'d i i|e '.s ai I i ng fni'J e'i' 

as e,ii t hal ngdil w len ' Iw r> 1 line d > nr, tale frntn He- 1 irii Ige 
tniirnainelit. Wilieeg s.isaiig a nrd tn ('esare' she a-, ,f gp^ 
ernsseil the I'ni iin, a I id n g| I , ,p. 11 . , [ I h' dn. ,r I 111 n the hhrar','. 
Dark] less cni I f i'( 111 I' d h' r. She Wait'd f'a' a inninent, tlii'ii 
turfed nil the hrdil. Tie, rni.ni \Mes empls', Sle' turned nff 
tie; light, shut Ih' dnei' g'lilKg and s.iflk,- : ut Itaklr tn tie- 
Snfa. .\nd all this sle' d' I wilh iiil'iitinii, and yet witha 
\-agn''ii'"ss in \'.he'h aim f'-al ourdnsi.' la\' sui'-K' di'iwned and 
inert. Shi' sat (h iwn. < , 

‘ lie isiid hi'fi. I ' said I'l sare, • ^ 

' W'l; dnii’t kii'i'A,’ de' ans\\'';r';d, \^ith a snft nf alm'rist dull 
obstiiiarw. ‘ s' 

Tie rvas silent fnr ijiiit'' a Intig wkiile. * SIc' diet leat Innk at 
him. I’ri'seiill}' sle' hegan tn weaider, kuit ah'.ar's egigu' ly, 
why If had Ijei n sn lii rei ly d' t'.rmiie.'d tn enter. Perhaps 
he hail ^^ ishl.'^l tn lind If.;!' Imsheinel tie. re-, to fence' i.ui a treigedy 
regardless nf lier reputation, her future. ' She knew now 
that, despite his usual air ofy^calm, even of almost serene 
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sell - possession, he was capable of complete recklessness 
when dnyen by s’iolent feeling. Till to-night she had not 
knoefri hfm. 

Dc^nies ! ’ he s.iid at last. 

She lookedjnji. • 

U hy cliel you e.ime in ? ' she said. ‘ Wliat \s'^s (lie use ? 
Tiiu rnieht haey liiiied nie. l)ii|‘\(iu ^^i^Jl tn ruin me?, 
UTiat (lid you e\isli And my liudi.iiid iiia\' be here.’ 

Slue*])al^e‘d. 'ITe n s||. ^dih d : 

‘ I Ix lito'e he is In IS 

' That cms a faney.' 

'No. ^ bi lie\ I In; is.lnre. I feel as if he \\ ( re in 
tin; palace.’ Sfit' sp.ilm \silln’Ut eiin'(i'-m sl'a\h-, alnnsst 
calmly. 

' \\'hy did _\s ai (s ain' in ' ’ 

*' I could net t ave yell lj?e tiiat, in tln^ slj-, ( t.’ 

‘ The stre. t ! 

’ * I f'slt I must be with \'eU, see \.,U - |oet: j|| Veil, iook at 
\’eu - a*lil tie lender, at .'dl«isem. ('fin't \ eii iindmel and ? 
f'..'«etl>’ I'm as'.ay flelii ymi ne\', i|,itl;in-.s will eeiiie 
di is\ n (’ll Ill'S and n el 1 11 ii su n ■■ le m d \ ■ iii n int r - 1 a nd ? 
And I sli.all J’e in 'lai tunes, je,! Innein -e hH,r III U 1 I ll \’eu 
aaaw I. • 

.She va/s (J at lillil' ill, sit in'e. and, '.'dilt -die na/.ed, -^he 
^^'as \'.'i'a pp' (I, III I lie I 1111 1 1 ami ee| im I lira I n ’ll ef l^n. einel leii 
as in a fur liireimh wlindi H” lemdfef tln jS’Id eeiild e\a |- 
peindrate., . 

, ' Tlia I '*^is m \- T' a .”11 ! 1 I Inn I. * In ll was m ■ ’ii l\’ isa s. .m 

Jl'ut if 'ur limd land had met u ,a I lit” deer I 1 >el|e \. • J -heiild 
ha\'e Ijeiui sdail. I can't Inlj’ if. I ''’l' if Im liad met i|s 
\;a luldn't it ha\^ ■ y*'sen rin■ a * i _ Iij o \ ' r \a ai d 
, ' IIow I'j iiild il •? ■ < ' ^ 

If tn- lia<r reiij*i*l me |||, re I aheiild lia'.'e li' ateii liim. 
If we had a JU( I 1 klii’N'. J dioiild 

‘ 1 rfi^h ! ’ ^ 

And rf—-In itln r, tlnui [ should Irtivs' lak'Ui \i’U awav.’ 

' III nhyht leave Ik lievei.l lln- truth.’ 

‘ The trutlf! ’ 

She li.K.’ked tciwards the deer b\' Nsfiieh tlnw had come in. 

If came in now-’ she pausi d, almost as if cxjiect- 

ing the door tii bt^opened, ‘ In.*niiglit believe it now. I-’ 
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she looked at- thi' floor. Her face was set. And apain the 
almost (lull olotinacy canc' intu h(T voic(-\ 

‘,I have never been untrue to my husband.’ 

‘ And you think-? 

He sti>)>j>''d. An c.xjioo.'.ion of strong'ustoi^ishrticnt came 

into his f:i,ee. 

You il'n’t .always ubih rstand ho\v things ar(n' she said. 
Ever sini.'e, in the v'.arih n that nicht, he had simki.'n of her 
husban(i’s fail hh ssmos ns if it, W'!'' a matte r‘of v'jurse, 
known, sinilingly uiidersti.ad tiy all tlw w.srld, had felt as 
'if her sihiiee (in that subject lead Ijeieii almost ss icLedilesS. 

‘ 'What do T not Ulideiatand ? ’ 
lie leaiii d towards her. 

. ‘ Tell me.’ 

‘You elou't iind'Tstaiid \''bout Mrs. I)(n7il and my 
husbiand.’ , 

‘ .\nd wind is it that l^hav ; mnuniUrsti.Mid ? ’ 

My huel.and go's^ to l-'ra '.eali onl\'-’ 

• Yes ■? ’ ' e ' 

‘ Only for the ehildn n.' 

.\tl' r a pausi' he hsunal back, and s.nid : 

‘ Si ? ” 

And ;d that V'srd for tie lir.d lini(‘ a genuine deuld of 
her husband's fail hfulii' s, eid' is d i;i|oo| In niini^_ of I toloi'es. 
That his lo\'c ^^as r;i,iidlv slipping from lnr._sln boliiaanl. 
That, unless the mii'aeb h.appened, sle; \(ould lose it entirclv, 
she b( lie\'od. E\'eii that, I’l'h asi d froiinlnr, it WoiiM even- 
tu.allv g(‘> to lie moth'a at l-'rasisali sles le lnswl. Again 
and again, whih she had bn n i' solid' Iv winning simress as 
a moielaiies \rhile she had bn n strising to till Inr life and 
Then’s ^vlth various int' rests, sin h.td lool.i d forward, with 
a leaden dn ail. to the da\'W''ien she \miu 11 has'e lost Then 
for e\cr. And dm had seen him slaiikng by the fruitful 
vine. But (.'oiild C'l sare be right ? *.\Vas it posable that she 
had all this tunc bn n dee'i\,d ? \\':ijS it jnssible'. No; 

even now she rejected mic doubt. Till Uen/it's death there 
had been nothing. She knew (hat as certainly as she knew 
that she was living. But since his death'? "Her last con- 
s-ersation svith Mrs. “Massingham rccurreel to her. And 
another thing recun’ed to her ; the way in wbict Edna 
Dengil and her husband had gone together, aetjoss the loggia 
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to bend over little Thi.o ; h<>\v th'y had'sat down beside him, 
how thi'yji:a<i tullvi'd and laneli'-'l \Mlh liiin ; the difference 
when*sln *liad pone o\ <t to litth.' d'lii i». , 

* And^tle n she saw anaiii a daikii' ss witti a patch of wliite 
apainst it? wl^icli ^le had liisl s'as slw dre>ve down the 
hill ahinc intri the C'ainiiaena, 


llail she b' cn livipe in*a foMl'-, p.iPidi i' ? ^ Ami did every 

one kiiijw it ? Soiie llinip \silliiii In r o i im d to llaine and 
turn iiys' ofld. i!iK sh<‘ sai^l dnllv, oksl mul ("Iv : 
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w.nl do 

Wll in1e 

’ » pF. 

Tit 

darl 

mess. Strnp 



(hil of it with a N ri'ihir -dfiirt shr p^t up sl-e,\ly. 

‘ I an* so t iri d,’ sh'- said. • * 

'1 •■sare pot up. lb- lout; holh Imr hands. 

■ Ta t rne e.i now ! d'oii \‘,ill t t nii' po ? 

He pr< s,( h;r hamli in silmic's Thmi- ^va.s nd wonder 
now* iir his I yss. 'Jdi'ro as i .nly I Iw s, ine I hirip i Isia 

‘ Ne'.a-r, Ho'.or ha€ tii- ro l.>-. n aies wiman so nimdi a 
wisniaii af. \'oii,' Iw s,l1(1 ,a( lasl. ‘ d'h::^ is \'d]\' I Toe Vou as 

r ’ ’ * 1 'I ' ♦ ' 

I (!'H That i:> \\\w I am >iila. 

• 1 ' 

\ I ‘ S - ' \ ' S, • 

H'T lipMj^e dros.p. d, aliiiop hko ^ lined chiM’s. 

Tlr.t is \^■h\' I shall eoiim bael:.’ • 

‘ Y<-s.’ 

He Wont a\s'^v so qun I K* I li; J- she did not leear him po. 
t>lie OnlvT'lleW Miat he]- hal|l»> V. efe Ho loliser ll'd d . .Vl'ld 
preseiiflv she felt ;*s»if the i.lom had prown iniieli colder. 


CHAPTER XXXI 

* 

Dolof^s .stood where she eius for a lonp time, but she did 
not know howRoyg. At last She lifted her head, and looked 
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towards the deor l)y which Ccsarc had pone out. She 
listened, A prufound .bilcin'i; iri^rncd in the p^Jaoc. She 
loiNei‘'d .at (he elnek. It was afl n'midiiiL'lil. Rut sue not 
po ti.) lii'd. Sill eat d' n .ae.ain i iii t h'■ m ifa iippipiti' (i> Uie piir- 
trait, anil ivn'iainrd t hi'na liki ■ i uh' ait ind- It sect and ti i her 
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and feelings that had’passi'd tlivoiigh her mind and lienrt 
had shifted over one iininuvable hasi-: the helief Uia either 
Then hael been to the palace bhile slic had Ixen away, that 
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he was in it now, or, if not, that \fuuld come to it that 
night, latig though tlir hour was. 

No^' siTc intaiit t(i liiid mit at aiiv rate whetlasr he ^vas 
^.'ithiii^th<.' pnlai i . .Slic \\( lO, \\ilh |ii'cautiin], through the 
suili' ijf ri’Cs'^t ioii*i'( H >111 s. All ii (I'-M rtt'd. Th' ii shi' 
strasd htfriTo tlv tl'Mip i.f Iho I m ((r. ,i 1111 \',Ii1('h h'j’ liiixliaiiii 

now ..iipii.d wla u Ji' pi in I la- . '^'ho < lupts' ta-d- 

rooiiis in tlie apartna nl \'.i ro U'Uallv' la'pl I.M-lo'd. Itolurrs 
tvied th'- handle of Ha doi J t I nria d, and 11 a■ d'a.r yi' hI'-d 
to her pr. ‘aam'e. 1 niil'd i:t I' 1V da' \'.aa aWaV'- of thi. faet 
•sla' dl'i i[ i| 11*1 [ m T 1 lara I. d'l i' ■ d' ^ .r w a ^ la i'.'. .a \ i a',- li 11 Ic^\s .'U"* 

opa'ii- loiilail ;il 11).; an'rliir-a and sa'.v lhal S'.ilhin 

' • • • • 

thf room t ia ri‘ \Ais a dun li/lil. .sli'' -.I'mhI \till. •■.laving at 

thi> failit ai.i'1 ion of h lu '.sliicli howi.l |a r tlw oiitlino oL 
a jiii’1 url*-f^anl^ on lla' \'..ol jiilt 1 h ',.,ial lla- door, .iial tliinlv- 
“i rfh t h.at ( '< sari ■ h.a d oi 1 1 \- p Oolio :i I', aw 

'Id a o \\ :ia in fla' room. .^Iiwf'll .ill' of Ihat. lint wlial 
\tas tio idoing'.'' And wli.al laa| la' Ih'Ii doiiia'' dnngg the 
last liaH'dloiir \ppaianlU- la hadha'I la aid lla- handle 
of t 'io door t riod and lla- d o. iv lip' la d. I' oi’ no M ill I a 1 can le 

fI'om within. Sla' pn h' d lla' d'" •!' aaain, 'd''pp'd just inside 

the room, ainl aeain lislwad. 'iial Ihi'. Illy 'la'*ha'ard a, 
souud..soft, ngiilar, vi'i",' Ir.uapiil, lla' -onial of a human 
l.M'ing c.'Llmlv hroatlimo i^, profound d' ■ p, 

ffad au\‘ 0^10 lii'oii walching la r at Uiis ni'iiia iil h'' would 
h.aw' S'srn an uadr' ''\iir' o.|on of :icii>' iroio' d' fonn lur face 

II' • /• " ■ ■ * 

and die ar'.^pv from jl . 

, ' L'ur.aci//W I ///(' .' ' -'.la' I la aiaht . 

Anadhi' rsholc pal.c ' s.'.natl full»of rli.p. I'■lllargv, ]sro- 
foiind indiffaTi'iic.'. i 

Agonise, ti'.ar yhiiiolf [o*pi'.;. a ll\^ inlo 'un if \oii hkrr 
d'awn i^ito ifii'.nana' h'-.s pl.^'. \ \', la ie liar nana'li.'sr deeid; 

arc doitc ! iTul lid,\a' s|ei p 

*Sh'- shrank hacli 1o, l.niLdi, l la n sla- \scnt into thr 

/ * 

room. • ^ 

.lust ti^'yond the door, and h'l'U'* the pielur'' which sht 
had SC'n'hy.tho faint light,,there \mis a straight chair set 
against the w*all. She' sat ilowii softh' upon it and looker 
across the big reaiin. Flic I'ed was*opj)ositc to her. It: 
head rtrs,against the wall in a line with the rleiur. Besid< 
it stood a littly odd talile, wd'4i sturdry twisted legs, whicl 
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she had picked up in'an antiijuity simp close to St. Peter’s. 
The light in tlie ri.ioni came fnmi a sliadod candle which stood 
oil the tabli'. lly it lay an opi ii bo(_ik. .\nolhcr bra/k lay 
on tho Covcrl't of tho tad. (e>y"l. no (.Iniibt, with tlw’ 
traialatlMii at'h.'ind ! liifuri- 'I’lc.ii Icul falli. n iibk r[j he liad 
bcin studi'Cisly OMiiia , ,11 \mI 1 i hi^ IvUsNiaii. 

She loiiL'i'd t'l utt'T a iMiid ory. In nitc r .a slii'ii k. lIcT lips 
never moved. Sic eat (|Uite sfill ami lo,,l.cd at the led. 

She saw Imr hndiaiid. He \\as lymy on his lefr ^id ■ with 
his face turiieil Inwards |iei-, bnl in siieli a pnsiti.m that sic 
Saw only his lead ami fnrehe.i.l eh arlw In slei piny, per¬ 
haps, he hml licked m hi . ehin, and shrunk dnwi.-to\vards 
the Imtli.m of tic bed, whcli was ,a maw Iniiy nic made 
«|ieeiall V fnr him. As 1 Inkaes Innlcd at lie t h clt, disi uah rswl 
h,air, she thniieht of ^■|^s hi I In hands earefnll\ , pnssvssim-h' 
at W(irk n|>nn il. 

Nmv his cniisianiis miml w; . d' ad. .'^Iie wniideisal si'lcrc 
liis siib-cnn e|, ,ic mind \'.as, \'h:it il wis linmy. Perhaps 
it liad gone to I'Va'.eaii tii en||,iw' some messae.- p.ilna 

Jten/.il. 

If I iiilv sic ('(,1 lid km iw ! 

llnw happy b.dna had Innked the oiler day -had iml 
site ? Wdieii Vhn liad sdaneed up from III I h' TIen's idi; ir her 
lips \sere snnliicn Tic eniaii rs of Icvi mniilh liad turiisd 
up. Iceti h'T nmlhi^ had '-aid that 'd\e was as'llimg o\'er 
the death nf her lii|sb:^,id. Slc wmild let hams got n\’er 
such a trageiK' unless 'Idcn liad bi eu at hand t,n .assist her. 

Alw avs it is tic man whi as..ists tic wmiian, tic man \\ ho 

* 

teaelcs the N'.oman to foryel, Ne\er is it tlw' wc>nian' \\lio 
assists, who teaela s tic W''maii, 

Newer- mw er ! 

l)n|nres heard Icr teidh trinding eme ro\s ujcn tin other 

Her gaze made' no impression u[ioiky,he sleoping- luan, 
although she was de]ili/T.ilel\' tr\mr' to \Mike' him. If she 
did wake him what was sic going to say to him ? Wl.at was 
she- geiing to do ? .She (fill not know, and iieov she liegan to 
wonder. \\ hat still aslonisheij her was that ,it had been 
possilsle for Theei to retmii at nnjht, to iiml In'!- out, and to 
go quietly to bed ampto sh-i-p. F(,r surel}' he must have 
called Carliiio and asked him where she was. And ('arlino 
must have gaid— but then she suddenly ren-vembered thut 
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fihf had left the palace alcne, Carlino*niust have Paid that, 
thfii. And Th i.ei i,V(juld suridv be astonished, uncasv at her 
beinj^onlTHlone in the nit 

• But no ! The (juii't lausic vssuit mi. And slie listened, 
hatinc'it.. , 

Had 'rin Ti I II a-^li'i |i \slii'n slv had s*rinf d to set' his 
fiL,u]re close to her in‘l4ie warden vf Villa Meiirci ? That 
wraith—existincf only in li' V iniaeiiial ion, of (anirse—had* 
looked, stri*nyfly iiidiffi i ' nl. 

Her liiisli.and stiired m Jlie la d, nnitli r< d sonieTImyy in¬ 
coherent. thf%w*out one arm and tueked in liis cliir.*stil> 

♦ 

more. S^e llioiiylit pei'lia|o he' esa-. yoiny to walse up, and 
a faitit ft ehny 0^/1 ar*sli ile 4 liroU'„di Ic r. 

V'e t all this lime she had luen ‘ -(^illma ' him f'S wake up^ 
His breiv'i hatid huny d'e/.n iT tin- 1 dee of the bed wifli 
.uwtsjsread lina''ers, Im.],jno•yvole epie. Jf i 1 behinyed te> ,a 
(h ad ii'ian eoiild il lo.,k Ilia I h^l ^ 

• If Th'o \S'eI*l' (h ad, llislead of .'I'deep. .'lUiI she wcri' a flT'e 
voinan*hke Edna l)en/,il! ^ \\ hat wwiild she feel? ’ What 

wen^ld she do ? 

He moved ayain. Sudd'iib.' it rieeuiTed to 1 lolores that 
sic; still had^oii her hal. .she aol up softly, and ♦.tole out 
of t^ie^r, II an, \eint to Irr le.sTi ro.iui, i)uleld','*undre'^sed, put 
on a white^ evra|ipej\ and I'lliiriiid lo 'Idiii.'s room. As 
sin* came be\aind I he eihy' i,f the ii^n-ii doiiv sic s:l\v his 
e', e , lixial olT 111 1'. 'i'lley were \sid^h,’ opened. ’%\ hen sic 
saw them 'lie 'slopiKd short. And she fe|l*as if lisr heart 
had stopj^iTif to,.. She sl.Mid ipnie still, and Icr hicb.-ind 
con t i.^iji 1*1 stale .'ll her \s 1 1 h he f.aTp side w a\'s on t hi - pilh asa 
llcrc was no penilration m his l^.ol; at lii'st, lail Ln*:iilually 
cousvioiisnes^ dawned in liis»e\es, and i\ilh it surprise. 

He hfti'R hislnsid. 

‘ WRlt is li*? ’ he-said. 

• He s;ft U]) on tic fi- d. 

• D#tV'rettS ! ’ 

■ TlcoJ ’ 

‘ Wtiat.is the mat!'T ' 

‘ Nlitliiny.', 

' But what are you doine here tlicr^^ Wli.at time is it ? ’ 

He t it for hiir watch. While Ic was doiii;^' this a clock 
in the Irall stri^ek one. 
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One o’elnok ! ' h'.-said. ' What made vuu get up ? ’ 

G(_ t u{) ! 

‘ YcS. gi t up out. of hnl ? ’ ■ ■ . 

^ ell, 1-T’m Hot at all ^ll‘| py. And I thought—it 
seeiiii.il to ii.M', I diiii't ’.ujow wire, thip vou W( re in the 

pal.'ii’L,’ 

I'eili.ipe. wilhiiut lii;iiig auai'e ( f it, vi'U lu ai’d me when 
I earn' ‘ to \'i lur ]■( " 'in 

She drew a eJi.'iir to le v aii,[ diiwn, Ijut not veJW n' ar 
1 o h I n I . 

, ‘ ^,)id you Cl'ine to ni\’ i'"'Ui ? 

\ ( ,e, ;w .X H 'll as I arri\ (s|.’ 

‘ \\ h.al 1 line wa^ final V 

\ot l.'il'a I'lUl 1 ,ni|,p('se' Ih'' '-e.iaaiils had gone' lei h'd. 
1 let myself in. ll \'. .a-, ln-l \',fen ami ele\i-.i. 1 .'.avj leel e-d 

to li I id \s .11 si III 11 p.' 

.\ 1 id \S III I'll meldin',' Id| 1 1 ; 

\ lint I 'A a ll.ei I S' 'fl ly. I "I lly J u - I opened I lli; ddd", 

and SMieii I found \ a a,' w (ae I la re I w' nl off I o tied. What 

is it t ’ 

' X' i| 1II ng. 1 1 do \'i ll I . I dv : ' 

‘ Are y, 111 —11 a 1 e 's I loi 1 11 na 11 le mall' r ? 

‘ ( )f ei'Ur-.e ,ail. Ohl yoii 1 iina a light willi yoij S'.la ii 
yi.'U ea 11 ae I " iiiy room g 

' t Ml lio. 1 onlv o|i' la d I la' door aial Iml. la'd. tVh' a I 
heard } oiiwo'i'' a d' ' p ( e'^'ue away al oias'. riul e\enthat 
may ha\ e di-l m l" d yoU.' 

\ I 'U I aa I d - dill I si ei 11 to I■ ...t , ping .si ai I a ll \' '1 

I doll I klao',, I eaiia- a'Aa' I mnadi.al' 1\' T..,' f. .'ir ed 
startliii'g \on, Vou miid,Ji.ree gone \-er\- earh' lo bed.’ 

‘ Jhil why di'l }oii eoine in P, Ib.iia.' and at niL'htt I 
didii I -yell ii.'\er siyd mai were cominan' 

‘ I didn't kiaor it.' 

^ T 

He leaia.'i.l "lie arm on I he pillow, and shifted his posili'.n 
slightly. . 

II s rather a iiuisanee', la' saiil, speaking in.a casual 
sort e.f wuiy, ‘ bul I 'w' got to run emcr to Isngland.’, 

‘ To England I 

\ es. 1 sliall get a,\s .ay lo-irmriow.' 

Yeru 're gehng to England to-rneirreiw ! ' ^ 

‘ I ju5t said so.’ He still ke;pt up the casual tone. ‘ The 
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fact is—but talking s<i iiiucli at night *sill drive sleep right 
out nf us.’ 

’ Xev-T».*iniiid if it d"r*. What dnei, it matter ? Why 
ipust yi>U gel ? ’ 

' WeH, you khc iw^alidiit til' ► Si ■ —ii*( t III I, Ilf Cl lUj’se yi 111 di iii't. 
It S lint ver'l iiil ei'i y iiig. Jpit lediia Iia* twn hnus' s in 
L'lndon which Eram i* J'fl In h'T., A g. m ,d pifrt Ilf h. r 
inoeime ciijri'-s fi^iin* I li' in. Tlc-v're- laig,- h' iii'.i '. -i ine in ' 
Weetiiiluriie' ’r<'rr,aci- and I he I'tlnT m l-ani'a-J' r (■at'-. But 

T ’ * * ’ * 

1 III sure- 

‘ Nil, dll || 11(^111.! ' 

' \\ ell, 1 Tie tenant in 1 ,a l aei .1 > S' ( ■ a I ' ’ I la J n ■. I e m| le si n Hall 
and fi'iltial. E'tfja's ♦ ei iliil^. a lias t'Iia'raphi d, and I'm 
giiing ii'scr a^ I.nee n, s. .■ v'.hal ^ I* 111- it'iie III gi I thing-, 
straighl. Th'-, fi It ea, ha-i Ihi^hiai-i- I'li a t'Celile’ Veal’.' 
^ejjse a Inf has I Mil \’ Inin in \ < ii m"ii I h 
M )nl\' Se', <M| ! ’ 

' 'riiei’e ! Ill e,v \s Ml h 111 i\\ ,alnii isl ,i , n iiieh as I i h e' 

' lint hy 1 11 list yi Ml ei I III r, lie la In I i ' 

' Mill I ’ \ I ■ i I isl -Mill V h’. ’ I III 11 I h ii >1; 111 1 11 1 111 ■ I natter, 

and ^i- Ivina’s snheiliM’. M irMis Ihiiie' I'M' hi-r if she 

li isia s IcM’ I’elil (Veil fi If a shi M’t I iliii , \ ' id I " I '.vs [ i i aj rsi|\ i s, 

I 'ill li'il \ ery :-,ai i -Ii' d \'. 1 1 h I h* w ale i ulieili^- h,i , inairagid 

eei’tan/affa ii's fur Ini'. i’.nt I ean l e' min all licit at this 

h'Mii' nf me hi. I 'll I \ I 1 1 I lea 11 L fi il Th- n si i n meh In 11 ■ r. 

<Jl hei’w csi ■* J l^ln'( think I i-imiIiI ha\i^e'Mii.’ 

‘^'iMi sahl yiMi wiMililn'l en In E ii e I a II d * 11 11 s siinniier. 
I)| Mi't }a 111 It lie ml il -f 

* of ^.'nlAl’s* 1 dldn'l lllti Ini In .^..-um’ 

said, ■■ Will II al'i- eaiing .ilid >a ,u-’ » 

' This is duty, mjt plia-nii^ Iv. i n at Ihv lini'- n[ niglil 
1 'ill sure, i^f ynij»t hint., V'U laan si%- Ihc' differenees’ 

faint srmt» lliel;. ;■( d n\ I r hi*r fae. »and dn <1 av.aw 
I Ill tirediH.if thiriieing,' ^lie murmured. 

.\nd#s|ie Intked dnwii, 

‘ Then much betl l•|♦gn tn le d.’ 

Ves. pood-night, Then.’ 

She gut up’^ai'd left the rtanni withnut looking at him 
again. , 

.And tJie shut the door firmly behind her. 

On til fi'illuwmg day Sir Thepdnre started for England. 
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CHAPTER XXXII 

^ 1 

Two (l;ivs ’■ Sir 'I'h' iid.n. 's d'-jiartiir.' * rr l'’rir;land a 
wtItuii iti';ik'.r'|i-T ill ()!.■'. all. 1 Riiiii^iain, hctwrcii lliirty and 
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i.ii the ir.' nial I r. ^R. ' s liiiniin.'.l i:i.al\' in . Ii.' arlMiiirs, 
alii' iliy i'\'. i'"^i'^, and i':li a .. la I li' - ya rd' if, ' .a tk - ■ I'.'Mt,' 

slnji.'S (if 11|.' Mlnd;i .'.-d lillE. Il|.' "Iir.-. dls]i|a\rd I'll ,, 

sulitlc li' alll'i', il' il.’alalli|i.-.l alnmf.i^r', (if ,S||\ ( |■-Llr'.''il 
and ij;r'’''ii siRa-r. d'la' ..f Ih'- Min-li,..\\ n.'d |i''aaanls 

nairio u]i fi'nin the Ir.-. '.'.iln 1li.' cii. '-. aiai Mn' laiiL'Id'T if 
nliiliiri-'ii, aiK1 I la■ 1 • - in ' d li'dl-> fr. ini 1 lie’li111- fi .wn •liial riral 

abrnit the ina-/-. nf yr'^v r.ick, wild dark yr. ii rduthing nf 
ahnibs and la vliag.-, and its ruin.'d bivar. 

OliwaiK 1 had 11'i( (diana. il. Still, la ar the mail to Siibiainr, 
tin' (inks of Ili'‘ S'r|i. ntai'a I'lialkd tlrdr Inar'os ar if in a 
chorus of thankfulness t(.i th'- vinantic artists who saved 
thenr. And tin- Sabine mountains la id to\rards vraming, as 
of old, strange messages of light freuu the decliirng sun, 
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messa,!;es precious and beautiful sent syr<'Iv to those moun¬ 
tains alone, as friend sends heart-words to friend. Val- 
■ montone,^lHome of the ea'^fle, San Vito, Uoeoa di Cave, sent 
up tlfeir smoke to enteh the last rave, that even it rni^ht 
be turned to patho:^ and elory, ti^:^aie tlniiy that stirred the 
irnayinutieln oj theoe e\lio beheld it slreamiyy forth inte> the 
hlnpiel inaeic that the ly'.iliejit \saa <‘0 < piny near t« enibrae'e. 

And Casa Truseki had not eliaiie',|. Itut, as llene- 
dette^ Tnisehi had said iiiaii}’ tines that summer, ‘times 
had cl'ibnyed.' He had ei'^med iieh id so often 
/ai.'.'.odi that ins (;roni. s in Ih-' to\Mi, to \^hleh he oftei^de-, 
scendeil frtiiii Ins ri inote e\'rie Ineh ‘aboea: e\( r\ l Iniise’ as 
he \\«,s fr^id of ^h elaj 1 ny,efe .pule asimmled leea' lliat 
I'ho sliiih d and loi'leal yay. They :^,|a d him the IS as.m for 
Ills nite'’ad 11100(1. \\'eis‘ tlie ^lainb la coiiiiny at last? (sr'' 

had Ills T)ree/,< a I ras'ell i ny i.e, ei 11|. ■ In ads ( d I he oh v es from 
FTT^' Alban mountains or^lles s( \^hlspornd of Enyhsh 
s^iinsters. S'. 11 li, SI I lal I neans l^it si net notions of lioinsstN' 
and \\'ee|d\' set t lenient a paid. 11 ly at < ) ,t la, N' 1 1 uno, or Hi'cea 
di I’npa. 1 ii'i par.ator\' to ,a raid on < th \ aiio ? 

Tv*ned'tto shook his laiyo and loiind lead, pnlh'd livst 
one and then tie' "tin r of be-, bin boe.-.n . ai ,, and njtored a 
loud n;,;ee//e 'I’h.'d did Hot,till tie 'a,'. ip*liiUeli, blit it 

rv a-s ‘il ^ I ho 1 n n I: oi p. r id e oe to till t I e 1 11 . lb' as 11 s my 
aloi^i' in tie-* inn n'.iIIi Ite. d.iinditir, tie' In fosi-nenl loie.il 
Eiininia. ' Er*ninia did not eone' do'/.fl into tho iown just 
tlioii. So sjio was no|- (pe ,,lioied. *l!iit thi* sudden yemd 
temper of Ik fe del 1 :e. sill I (11.-ev oeial ■ d 1 n’ iiioi'f' I hall 
(*ie yossi^i* 1 1 h a yn \' loip'do, Itip'd iiiolor \'.liieli had 
til" ^ ” '*• tlio toN'.n lie- (iavli'loi'e, dri'.a n b\-^Lnian 

who li H (Led n lai |o o^ ea p ale 1 e^ .'S'r], and he'l i, afl' r a sle .rt 
sta\' in the le lylib. iiM le " KI jn t*^\'. len- was not yom.-rally 
* k^own—di;>d ll^Lsidd baek III a<»|odd ^4 \'.hite dust down the 
ri aid to It 'ine, • • 

rhi'e^' whojnii \\ Iv'in (folio best f it sure tied Ins yaiety 
was (?onTieetoi?l r'.ith l*is poida t, ami I lio\' surineo il tliat the 
dariny modorniaii, s\ho had dri\sm sf fast but so skilfnllv, 
and V ho hadCiok'd like' a ri pi i sinl ati\e li_nire of niochrrn. 
pn.iyressand au’dacity, vas conin eted \mry piossitd}' with both. 

They Were riyliE 

The r|ai> whei had driven the torpedei-shaped motor from 



Roriv to Olrvano l^ornano was Cr.sare Car-lli, and he lind 
written to Bcni'd'-tto, an idd aiv jiiaintanee of his, to meet him 
at a Ci.Ttain plaee in the read IwVend the villat„e. It was 
no^ pnssilile for a meter te pain the tiOTaCe in freiit ol C'as_a 
Trnsidii, whieh ^\ab appra'a''!!' >1 enl\ hy a lenp fiMitway leMafed 

V)V H p'l'ae'la. Si I lieli'd' tie had desia IliS.d tei hi'ld a 
celh II I n' 111 t Iliit til the e.'trden eal'li 

‘ It was D'ln C' '.ai'e ('ai'. Ih,’ la- tnld kis v. idewed daiipditer 
will'll he e;m le 1 lai 'll I i i I lie h ilieK' ] ii il 1m ‘ i iIi the lli'ieht. Wile 
uM il ifteii te stay ^^ilh me \',hi‘,i he was a lad aiid 1 \vas at 
Teie'aeinii. It was diiek sh'inlmp la eaine t,wr then in the 
Pentine Mardies.’ 

'lie ih lesn I Cl IMI' here fi iV i lllp i, sh' i it j 11 e ih >e^ lie, p. ,pa ? ’ 
oheerveil Isriiiliiia. hMO'e a ]i:iir nf evi s, whieh Inekiai us if 
’ t hev had reeeiitlv 1 leen ean full v i al'd, en le i; (at he’-.. ' And 

in summer, ti h , I 

'\ii. lie’s ei.iie kife fi ir . M iiiet hinp different. .Vnd 

there ’s He eaine fur n, |,i ih.ike a lM'i at talk 'ilmiit it, ,Tust 

Viiii I'.line in le I’e ! ' 

At the' mi'iiieiit the hllle inn wa^ i |Uite emptv. Peiie- 

(letle had 111 I'll 'pi akiiia 111 hn daiiehter nn the teri’aee 

\\'hieh ii\el |i H if.eil all iiiiiie ir'.e \|e'A, and t||e tnwn, \ii\v 
he led the w my lea'. 11 \' and np le r n i \ si . reni -'l'.' \i| i tie- mit- 
Slde stail'ea-e 'lene til a liale.iii'.' Illel'r a ]iira'ila. ' The' 
nle' ''I It 1 le_-I I iMii I Ilf tie llili npeii.'l (‘,n tn llll'^ haleiiny hv 
I’reneh \a' le k es.Vile 11 hn daindil er had j Mined him t terc 
he 'dm id '-till f' II' a lie me lit. d'le ti le' '-aid : 

■ I n le I'e ! ’ a hd I III I I'l d I lie 1 11 111'S - re in i . 

'i'hi-- fasliem, 1 ,. d a Ick d II'imi' of \ i ry fadedv|'.i,\ik d'l'ie}:'., 
lame rnd iinmiii. die' e. ihnp nf wihmI \'.as eMkmri'd o-dh 
a se'td',' ■[linl.nh hue and \s as net hinli. < tn ties \salP was 

I f 

a veil' raid'' pap' r did'k'.vpia a palt< I'li nf inoipeiita mi a pah' 
pidel eriiimd. A e'a m.l,. 1 1‘\\ n, •' naik'd mai’n' |.',ielM''s. Hare 
^vas til he' seen the 1 h i] I'al le 1', Pills i, t,'.' d'l h I ll, W.'lll W h,l te' 
hair and a prax'e, alne'd sad expp esiMii, elad ,mi a red e'lnak 
over white, and admieil \^ith a puhl ehain frm'ri whieh 
dcpeiid'-'d a pearl ernd. pmmd idmiit him svere pie'tures nf 
weiiiien in ruffs A^illi dark hair and jMinited ni'S''s. And 
ahiinst immediately nppusite tn him \sas a jnsrlrait nf a 
eardinal with a red el iak aiiel a erms, bpaeath which was 
written in heavy black letters : ‘ Scipin Cardmat^is Rnr- 
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gh»=sius in hac D'ano rnuratu 
W'ab lixed a inandMlin. 

paiuti.'d*^! its surfarc reib C'ti 
uii a K-'d.LT'' C(.>\'iTi'd v 

j^risupx.f bi;t:,L;ars in attilnd's 
Mifa invited *tii ri pMM', 'rh' 
witli vliite antiiii.eei'♦■'ij-s 'in 
iiplnlist'red in pT- ' fl and in V' 
FatVa' tii'.rc ^^a^ a hainK'.iii' 

red darnaak. much wurn ati'i 

* 

its hicli .i\'"Mli n .mi'mi 

pildcd. A U'Hid-si/i-'I table 
cli st'II id cxaoij}' in llic'yii' 
'I'll' ■ 111' i^t^cliaraiM 1 ri -.1 !'■ f' : 

' \ < 1', SWJIplil 11 Iv 111'- 11' il'--. 

)iad in I in 'sp. n iiis I in a ^ f r 
III' i\'cd 1) y I Ill'll i"M I .f a'l'.tl 1 1 I 
Clllbi Ill'll I ll' »'■ Ni. it ll III- I 111' 

ll' 1 d' iiii'l I'l-he e 111 ■ l\’ i ii'-l iie ' I, 

^ S'-i pi' I t 'ai d 11 la lis J lure i I' '' 11 1 
yirl'? in \s lute, \\r'':il h- 'I \'. il li i 


IMtll sublilissli 111 til a b| Ii"p ' 
I'll ^siny. n • ■ t'lii'-liiiie 
iri'-rVa’-.'-d li\' the ant i-e|'-ric:il i 
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ind'-'# 1 

a 1 111 ' 1 1 
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I'liea' 

waist' 

ayit • 
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,suiil-; 
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I'lfilml 

11 
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I'-ft haiid^hir siislaiii' '1, a-. b\' s 
which the plifsiiKd li'nlv had rm 
And he extended tuwards the 
feet emeised in cjijld-culijurcd 1 
shap'-d|iuAuvc we'inan, \Mth a y 


s est Aiyi'i 1779.’ Near him 
A iiiirn'i' \\ith a I'd rcise 
■d part "f the rni.ini. I-feneath 
11'iw-ei-'-' II jilush was a plaster 
iif^i*niiry and lEspair. A red 
I*'- I'.'-r-- tw 11 , pink arniehairs, 

ba'-k' ami ariiis, si ti-ral chairs 

* 

ll'iw lep ; ami m-ar tn tla- IKiIy* 

■ i-ari 1MlaI ^ I'lla 1 r isi\a-red siuth 
fail' ti, but -I ill diL'iiiti'-tl, with 
S, and eal'\ ' ' 1 k li"! h'|jl.\’il\W 
ei '\' I’' -d with a <'1' an w hit's 
Ml'- "f tim ll.. 

J iii'i-' V if t hm I'"' .1 n \N '-I'l-, h'l'v- 
^KaU'l'idlv 111 '- jiaint'-rs, \sdi'’^ 
'■'Im-Iit' ' 1 til'- inn, ha' 1 In i_-n 

I'l'-, 0 .' p' I haps li\- falif.-i'W, t'l 

* fruit ' "f I h' lr y' linm. ( tm-, 
had pa y 1 1' 1 1 'III t h' - d'll*'!' near 

,i I' > 11 e I ii'i'-'ll >n ' if \a limy 
111 I, ll' I’.'. 11 ' I'', \\ im liny up 

Ml' 1 ' '-J'-m I' 1 1 la rae- Jiamls in 
lit I hm I'l ll nilgai U'li m it 

I' I m 'h -.1 I at I' 'll ' if a pa 1 lit' -r "f 

1 ll a 1 1 11 11 - ' I p: 11 I ' ' f I 11' - b ' ■nI eU I 

a lu^iiili'-r "f li' i»-''l\-d ml 
-' S Ul I' I pl'a 11|* I ej pupp' -td I l.a ■ 

I '■■\['r'". I'l ll ll an ard'-iit 

I 1 1 ' •! la'd. 'if til' I'l " 1 | ll . nut ' if 
"I -I ll Ipl'i SU' 'I li d. hm Uyi' I'l'-'l 

fl'-n- a Ilia 'll' r. l ' all'.l leallv 
. \ 1 ll 111 '- I'l 'VI' ll I Ilf t h' ' 1' i\'. er 
rat ' - »1 n a ea la - all i I'-lia ir (if 

II 111' - fl'i 'll t 'if a III' I'll i-si laperl 
1 ah s'Milt(- ''"liar "ll a yn-en 
hi 11 - I ll' lb-'. In In'. Ill nil 'I'sSs 
' ' 111 ' inir.-iel'- ' if t h'- w ill with 

ei'inii'-eti'iii, a lary,- eiyarette. 
uniw-i's' a pair 'sf eii'irmou.s 
)("'ts. N'-uv him a. ballcMin- 
ny head, f'. ll farward tu smell 





448 


THE FRUITFUL VINE 


a standard soniothirig erupting in a disease of pmk spots. 
In the distanei' two trei s, like two gollywngs, in yellow- 
pots, the same Colour as tlm hoots of the- inashei declined’' 
to fast any shade■. 

Slaiidina \\ith oiK' haii<,lioii the tahh- in the ce'ntn’of this 

r _ _ 

room, and pulliue at his car, It iicdi't to said to'diis daughter : 

‘ d’licTc U sonic one CMinino Ihtc _to-rnorrow.’ 

‘ I,^ 1 lici'c ? dlow many '! ’ ' 

‘It 's ,a lady.’ 

‘ Ilone is siic gr'ing to star- ’? 

' Chi h :ui / It os nis she ’s heen ill, or nr set, or some- 

Ihing, and slic ss.ints lo h(‘ yiiifc ipiict.' 

W ell, it ’s pmet here,’ , '! 

'Si, si! 'J'hat's wlm she ('onus. She wants the wlmle 
"'mil.’ 

‘ d’licrc 's nothing again S tar ha\ang it, is thi.Te? 

' Nothing at all. \\ ciMiii S do’thc hcsl loj- h'T, make her 
e-eiw’ eoinforl ah|c. She’s .Twaist'(iie d tia he e'er}' coin- 
fort.ihks’ 

.M' 'st Imln s ai'i .’ 

'Si, si ! llul tins one's a \-eiw' sje mal lad\’, and slants 

Speiaal Coll I f( ill .’ 

‘ 'hhi'l'e ’s al i a', tin- \ 'sd and -' 

' No, it 'si hi' I'i iolii 

' Shi' 's Iningliig 'oiliii' olii' \'.llli 1 , I', I d|-)o 5 e ’ 

‘ Si iine vUe with In i' ' ' 

W'i iii't ,'die ha\ (.■ a Si r\SLnl ? 

'M.irrJu'!' 

I’lie Ciili d eVes of Em Ilia Ti gardi (1 In r papaHvith robust 
Cliriia' it'V. •. 

'What dii'iild aiiv iiiii' \MLnt with a s'r\ant out here? 
She dl eoliii' JII'I as ■-.li'- Igr alal yoll must dii yi,ur host to 
make hi r Ci iinf. ii I able., w il h ut talking ahi'i.'t it. Ffia'<‘’s 
a chance f(ir us to tinish up as if we rl had urtistr all the 
summer.’ 

'I’ll make her ci iinfi'll abb.. W h re does she ce>me 
from ? ’ 

' Niiph's. I fanes’ she's an iAmeriean come by sea.' 

' What time is she eoining ? 

' Any time to-morrow aflerm.xan. Ilag e the bedrooms 

ready.’ 
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P^rrniiiia Cduld nijikc any furtHcr remark fatle-r 
went out of the ronm with cleei:'.!'>n. 

Oii,the*le illowiii'i aft'-ru^nii ahi'ut tW(i oh/lnek, wlvn a l^az^- 
•t heat huiiy uhoiit thi- llaiiks iif th'‘ ue luutaiiis, uinl iwirv 
pi.-a>aii^ u]i(l fiovn^iiinii wh'i i’’' hinis' K was ^l^t lu 

till' sii'sta. Mliiedi'U, 1 , fisiiit the t'Trais; rif 

('a>a Truschi. saw a iii"fm'-r;LV sl.ini i«\( r th'' hit i>f 

whiti; I'liaii that*\'>:i* lu kiw lassr lie- *tllMre" Ihaila, 

and ♦ipiisli,anajna,tle' losa .,n tie' lull (liat-lwl u[)\sard to 
tie- town. , 

' l'>niinai,’%'‘ t'oll- d. turninu. 

\\ iiat it? ’ erad a liar.h \siiis' frs'in tlu' il'jilhs of the' 
h<ius(^. * 

‘ (_? line hi-a- ! 

Tn a\ii<ini''Bt liis danelil'r *i]'] i''a isd niidir 1h'' |i''re'ila 
t 1 |l ' I 0| ) isf I I 1' ' I I 'I IS. » 

'riu' I’l'inniiin<I will In- Te i'i'^in ;^ni"iii''nt. I hi' jiwt s' cn 
1^1' nil iti ir-rar *| m .s 1 1. I< r,', 

' trill '4’ri iii'i j ii 111 I ! 1 fi- '■! ly.l a. line *" sli • p le ri-, is hi- ? ’ 

^ Xi it 1 I lal 1 k 1III w I if. I 'll il 
■ Is I hi' lad\' il 11 him ? 

‘ ('hi h'l ;^ii ^ I'liil anyliii'ss le' 's .iiri' lo riuiii' in .^nd ]oole 
at till' ]■( Il ii I IS. I ’ll L" I til till' fi, 1 1 1 ■ 1II i’.\ III n II I f hi 111.' 

.\ nd I II III 'iji I f 11 hn r^'i' 'd ' dl at im -e I I e' 11 i ( 1 1, and 1 1 n :i.] i| a ari 'd 
IllMt'l' I 111 ' till I 111 I Ilf \ 11 ii s and I'l I I I II no J il'L' 1 . I I lal I'X 1 i 'l idl'd 
diWNIi till' slii|*i' hi fill' I'l’.'id. Wllliu* a fi'W iiiiiiift's le' I'a- 
turiu'd. s'.aM-.iiiu I'l 'h i'f f 11 11 hut (.ilt.ine ijilili' faiinli.irlv, 
with ('''sai'i'*('’ari'lli. \'diii \'.iii' ■ 11 |i,il'' \s i|iiw hill'll iiiiitiif I'liat 
ami a*a:i^ ^ii'i it i oti'd '.'.illi a 111 1 - 1 1 *i^'>i n 1 1 u, aiii.l w le i was 
w i'll FT- as a nulli r with dl^^l. ^ * 

• t'l'saT'i' did not p.'oisi' i'\i'i»fiir a nii.ni' iit to Imik .at tlio 

niars'i IIIiii^ ,||.' ca-.l a si\i>| al.mi'i' aruiind Inm o\'cr 

♦ * ^ * 

t^i.' ti 'I'l'^ci' ai till' s^ I la II sS'i rdi 'Il III 11 it, Wi -11) i 11 1 i i 1 I e ' i \'V- 

Ci*,'er(.'d Tirhoiir noar 1*11'' sji |o. saw that it was i'ni[il\', raine 

out, a/ij at •oiu'c iiioiinti'd to I hs' sittine-roiini, fi'llii\\i d 
closi ly hy, lli'iii d' 11.1? , 

'Iheri' \‘*'rc nink ro.,i‘s on Iho lahlo in thi- niiddli' of the 
room. Th'.' Iliji.ir had hi'i'H th'irniiahlv sw jit that inurnmo, 
cle.an antiriiacassars s' \vn on tie' ri d a»ni<'h'i irs, thi' jiie'tiires 
dusl''d.| Crsare sfoml .still for a neine nt svit h mie muscular 
hand rlstiiig o^ the table. ’iMie sileiwe of sununer in this 
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e^Tie of tho hills wa< beautiful. It was broken only by the 
bumrniny of the hors, by tho \'en,' faint rustic of leaves in the 
pi/roola ovor tbo balennv as n n^iiuiuitan,’ brcTih -of wind 
toi?eb'(1 tie in, by tlw sniind of a church brU below rising 
out of tie* eall'y', Tli crl'- ll Cl asi'd alninst at oiiCThe 
httlr wind dii d '".vay. < bily tie h-cs huuiiurd on, travelling 

sli iwl V fri iTn 111 )\M T til 111 O', IT. 

L'i's.arc siebi'd, .aiid timk hi-; hand froit, th ■ t.alilf. 
d’lii'tii di'i 11 iiii I'. I'l'.ads' 'i ' hi' uski d. 

' J'li I', lli'(i7;i, si 1 I'.all lid' d.'iiielitiT.' 

' Nil, nil. d'-n't I \\ Ic rr u it V ’ , s 

Thi' inn had milv lie; llimr mi ^'.hll•h tie'.' V'To, with 
C'dlars and I illii'i'S 1 n il iw il. 11- ' 'd' 11 i < ijn ii' d a i k n >r '.u the 
left lear till' U'l'll I'll in Im.'. s ale I sle OMil I'l sam intiiasint.de 
lii'driiiiiii, \slni'li cnininnnii'ati d 'I'.dli aie'1 Ici’ shchl'y I'lTn'cr 
roiiiii ciinlainine twn bid-,. In I'aeli nf Ilii',,i' rm'ins wlmss 
I lf cliisrK' |iai'ki'd Miial'’ |iink o .Ci Icid bi'ii jiL'ieid. dde’ 
llniirs Wi re Ilf biii'k 11 In'av|i''1 1 d. I'.'siil'' leich In d lav a 
sniall'yidliiw .'11111 n d rue ddu'm' fi.iii- slno*. climi-s wm-e 
cari'fullv si't bar!', aeailn.l the '.'.alls. 'I’leT'' was nn utti ni|it 
at eiirnfi ul. lint c|. anlini ss ri'icue d. and I h'- bi ds k n.ik'i'i.f us 
if thi'\’ 'si'i'i' L'l" III oie s. 

Tie- SI c.iiel bi'i 1 1'l 11'III i.|ii'n''d liy a bri'ie'h \'.indow "ii In a 
iiarrm.'i' bak'niiv, \'diii'li Ian .'ikine mn' iial "f lie house at 
riudit Hnedi's 1 o Ih" \'. iiekei'.'s ssInV'k innk'd eml n|iiin the 
trrraei', .'iid emiiniaiiik d .'i spk ndid m-'W .f tic rneeml 
Sabinr niminl nns, and of lie la ir lull ekm, c e.a'ri.d \'.ith 
olivr tri'i'S, and ml si ■'ol ■ d Im s'.indme |s'dlc. Far In low 
tic whits road is iiild b ' sssn, 1 le i s.'a I |i ai line, h'i’".'n k ado ay 
to, H 'irc. 1 mil cd lal I I111 111 ,'d h this bak'oim a ekfr ^V 
]sath sliijisd lei'iilK' dii'.'.n, lien tuned abi'ii|ifl\' and nui 
liiict: lii'ko'. a stoiii N'.all o, Ills siml.sn eii’-d'ii bss'imd the 
terraes, A I hekI}'m . reb o'.'fi |isrei la eioars'l, and sntirc’y 
cmici‘u|i‘'d lie '.lenrid s'el Ion nf tic jfalli. so that uii\' one 
standi no uj mn lie 1 edemm sa\; only a rm if i .f i mss, i"v, and 
cliiiihiia^ rosss, and |isi,|,k' ik sei ndme'from tie- tsrraes, on 
their \eay to Ihs sunksn a.-inlsn, disajipsareii frmn edew 
directly they tune d tie. unilu unek; of thspuTh. 

Ci'sare came out on this balemiy, and stoisd there for 
several minutes with his motor cap pul'ed down over his 
eyes. Ih; looked firsi at. the rofif of tlv long pergola. 
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Bfi'icnth it was a narrow stone lioneft whi'Tr he ktiew nf. 
There one could sit in sh.adow, hiddiui, lookirn^ out over 
Nature's* heart - ^:;l:ulde^inL,f wildie ss, d’licre one coulJ 
•listen J;ei the louil son^s ed tho siin-iirowneil poasaiits, see 
their r’ohjist fieurgs passion oil fiioM' ♦Mndiiie’ paths 

of the rich, is arm earfli. His oy. , lra'.e*)l. d ass ay. The 
rssid to !{onie sssas nisi^axi out 1 1 \' .ui'' 1 i[ae|:-yi'een es'pressrs. 
d’lws' held llis ryo*. Pul ■ udd' Illy lie s' SSrl-o olisellfed Iw* 
a defiys eli»iid of ssjiifo dll I S'. Iiedi :ir. .sc from | ||c road, ss liieh 
nios'i d rapidly on, ss liieh .wld i I ..r ..-d m I lie e*!'!'n air. 
His eyes i^ho?»s • Ife luriie.l |■..lUld and sass Isrnmiia lo*|ving* 
at him o'ar le r fallier’-, fat shoulders. 

' Bunn yaaam le'senl ^mel.ls'. 

' Jaaalli'ti pi . l'H"n a,u'i /a', ' 

■ d’hd.lady t. ill 1). Ir I'e iri a. ■*'ione ,. Her motor has just 
.jyilie hs', tiel ler a eo,i(Lriii. . .f I. a. \oii Llioss le.sv to 
make e.,, id tea 

• ' l'’.e<s lleU/a' sj ' \1| I Iv s| yie .ri and I 1 |e siyie ife S', ho -’ 

‘ 'I'h.tl 's it I Mal.'mt s 'U'^' ls 'od. S'. 4 1 h I' 111 oil ale I 1 aoaiits. 
do es'. rythiiey you ean for lie' si uiora. .she ssanis to 
he s'ers' '|iii''t. l.et Ir r ,iloi|... lion I holler ler. Put 
niak'' ler e. ,iy f. .rl aide, she i .u' I hii i is i ny a 11 lael,' 

I [e j|, hi , ,ut im hand. .\^ le- d I'.a [ a r- ' r Prn III ii.'L si ood 
reeal ' llle.; a|lifl y 111 e je .1 e ss |1 h a hro;i, 1 1111 h of r.a pi Ml'e. 

•‘Is 1 l^e priie'ipe ^las■me le re. h p.ap.iV’ she a-.lmd, 
sssiiiyiny I'oiilul lo le r falle r. 

‘M.i, of’(•oiirse III.I Hi' h.'i'.. onls' eoiueln see that tie- 
lads' IS <s .11’ifi il't.'Ll .le.’ 

*' .VtuH's (*!'■ y'.iiiy ii.'iel. to pome f.j-d,'is' 

Wdial doi s it m.'il I < r to y. ''i ' 

.‘\ft''r a minut'' ie- add'd, 411 a surl;, s oiee ; 

' Hou t/'areMej.'. pn t 111. at I Iie . .nia .’ 

\\ il b a shrflss of -dioiildeih, le - k ft I le I'o' .m. 

* .'Mliiost at tie- same lie.lie nl ,'l 1a\ne,ih sh.pp-d at thr' 
yate tir' iyarden, aiei a tall ssoman sss.Phed in a s'olu- 
minoiis siliite sell ffi.t ,,ut. ^ ,.\s she del so (hoare 

opi'Iicd tke e^tti.', .She pas .ed ill 'plii'kls' iilid'T tie' pery.'la 
and ssallnal Hraiylit on, folfi.ssid in a ne.ne nl hy ('esare 
holdiny a dressmy-easi.-, aiel in' I le' 4 'haiiffeur ss'lei carrir'd 
a buy Is'ith an iifiusiial amiahilhs' that h.id heen produced 
in the^usual s'-.ayn The wom.'in, sslm ssas Doleires, did nut 
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enter the inn. She'walkn cl to the terrace, and while the 
two nn n carried in hae and ilressirig-case she stond with 
lier, haek lin iied to tlie housi- lookin;' ont o\'er 'the, view 
towarde Ivoiiie. She slowlv ij 11 f a s 1 1 ‘ I led and un'oeaind 

her \i il. C^>l^de_■ slill slie'sdood till slie he ard on,the stirne 
steps de sCr 1 idl IIL; feet, alld t'esal'e S \ oIi;(; saefiip: ‘ ddrat ’s 
enoiiL'Ii ! \ oil c.ui p'o now!’ d’he’n she turned sharply, 

anil op( iM.-d her lijis. d’he eliauffeiir took off liis cap in 
part inp sal uf at ion, 

' \\ ,ut a niouieiit ! ' she said. 

‘ .-.ieiioi'.a V 

‘ liat Is it ? ’ (a.sked t'esare. ‘ Can he do anythiny more 

, V ’ > I ■ ' 

for you 

' N O , I 1 o. ’ 

She liiriH i| i|Uield\' away. < She liad Hot meant th '■ man to 

se(‘ Ii< r f.aee, into whieli iiow a fiw aiiii faint Hush of ri^d 

, S' 

was ere. pi lie. ( 

SheJieard him yoiny a\','ay d' o', n t Iw pat h. 

‘ \'ou '\'e- act his ,iddr. ss ? ’ she said. ‘ I\'hi;re is he 
ac'iiliy ? 

’ llael: to Roma, \'i s, 1 ’\'i' sad his a.ldfess. te]. aratii 
ssill hrma him oc. r at aii\' moua lit to fi-teh you. And my 
nil d or y at I la ■ I >’ o| i i.i . ’ 

‘ 1 caiid llsi' t hat 

‘lie I'aii ahs a\’s d eiie m two la airs.’ 

‘ 5','s ? " 

She star' ll oiit o\a r the \'iew, 

‘ 1 )o \'ou want to S''■ the rooins ? ()r ^^oulll \-ou rattisr 

cisme into the arhoiir aeo laa'.'e tea tia re k 

.She L'lauei d to tla. n.dit and saw the- soft dark of ttie 
sha d\' pl.'iee. 

‘ I^i t 11 - ha\s ti .a in t la T' ^ 

lie smil'd at tln’ ' Tis.’ 'f*ill tli il Hasnanf he h.^d Reeh 
lookma ara\’'', almost trouhl'sd. Xo\\’ his face ehsare.R 
cliaiia'd mar\ > ll"ii^1 w 

‘ \'es, yes. It 's sla.'ly and eo(d. I'ou will rest, you '11 
love it. Come in.’ , 

] toloriss ohiy d him and \vent into tin- aria. ur. 

The i\y had yrow,. for ysars ven.' tlnekly over it, and 
made now \shat was almost a t\vilipht within it. fk talde, 
constructed of a block of gTe\ stone set on a sturdy pedestal 
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of briok and dried earth, stnrid in Hi* rnidelle-, with chairs, 
bronglit there by the tliniiylil ful ]’eiiedi. ttd, besidi; it. 

‘ Thriiiiglf the opening liyVhieh tliev < ntert.d Hie phiry <4 Hie 
*suii sei.-nn.'i.l tiy iny 1d idlte.v He in. Hut tic snft t\Mlie|it 
prevailed, uyaiiist* it. lHi"'hly t ' ar.' dreT feruard Hie 
cliairs. * * 

‘ I wish they were’ fe tter nie s.’ Jic saiil, .•ihiiusl anyrily. 

‘ iNe\er mind. Wind (Joes it mailer? 

* l*must*yet Smii>- Hime c^sc. 1 dll certain tliey a seirt 

of chaise lojisnie. Onlv ouf nnnule ! 

He' te'ol^ le F liaiid, l.is-,. il it, le Id il loTiy to hie lljes. Tiiell 
hi' let it e*! and hasten, d ;ii>.ay. 

Dolores list In I* hand fa 11* on tie lab], and lie t In re on the 
stoles. She as si I I i n a 'a l Hi le i' 1 la el; I o Hie p.i 11 1 b\' which 
she had.eonle*!ip l.i He' inn, .aftd her faee townids Hie ereen 
■Voall of the arlioiir w hu'li I i:dl\' shut oiit the yreid view 
towards Horne and m.ir Hie ^i',M*of ( »]. \aiio. .-Vs she sat 
Wiei'e she heal'd faint soinids ri anu' n[i li> le i' from oid.of the 
midst flf the tall and nari'i*'.', lear.e.f faint human Maiinds. 
T‘'e, little woi'M \sas '.\al.ina fr.im its si- -la. She leaned 
forw.'iial iieainst Hc' sf,.ne slab and list< le d inlenHw Now 
she llioiieht ^he heard ere of I'lnldien. He ys si.iiTided and 
(■e.'nseiT J'hil the human noises [e r ist.-d, ( Inldi'en playiny ! 
d ss, she' heiJ.rd Hi.’it.* SJe- eot up, 'a.nt o\. i' t,, the farther 
side of tie* I'etr. al, and lo.ifa'il do'e. n Wii'iiiieh Hie rosi.-s niid 
eanes, and fTie i'v\- h .-n. i s, lmmed4abH' b. iaalli In-r was 
a slo]ie I'oW'pol wilh ol'Ni' tre.'S, lea.lmy siramhi to t||,' lirst 
habil a 1 1 , lip,, crowd'd .ayajiisl oHe r hisdi Iniilses 'which 
cllistil's'd’about Hie ereat maw of rnelv on | he top of eHiieh 
j oac Hie fra en e nf of f i i\i ej', h I'op i He farll e r ed ee rtf this 
o'H'k a sisrt ed spite' of hoin-^ s dj-.'ipp. ared m I Im direction 
I'd the vaUe-y. iion_di lee,', )iafjied in a elorr'of surishine 

t*tle\arui at this nipTi^e nt to | loloieh loof.i.i bo| h wild and 
s,id. In coniiny to il slukhad pas,, d I’ah-.1 1 ma, Hena.'.-’ano 
wilh ifs fi.ulfess e.f tlm Holonnas, Cae'e, And I le'm too, had 
sir I'll wd to her 'W'lld and ■-a, I, wilh t lie.'!' s'i,\ a rm ine [lopulal loiis 
of dark-eTed., st^irine je opl.'. The ('hauffeiir had made' a 
mistake' in cidej ine (fe na/.’a le i, and had (hw iate,] from the 
roael. 'Jo pet back he* had niaele an ahimst eoriijih te circuit 
of the flown and hael passed at the ford eif the^ pipantic 
bastioiA of thi'^ fortress. Frolii a wineiuw far above her 

• ' I 
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Dolori's hail sia-n a FIl', hruwn \Mjman li'an nut hrilding a 
baliy at h' r hri a^it and suckliny it. 

She tlii'ULdit i>f tliat \M)iiiaii imw as slio lnaard the children 
playiny hi-ni ath le r in s.inn' hiddi ii jilaec, licveiKl Olovano," 
over its yi'llnw-tili'd rmifs, a errat stri tcli nf yenth' rising 
Country, rvh in cnlMur, ha/.y and rupiantic, stri tch'd nut, 
ending in a linu nf lull \\ hich, ih pri ssrd towards thn Centre, 
sugei stcd sra \va\a s iM V'ind, and to riedit and hdt rose into 
nmunt tin sunumts. S' imiev h' re i vit tliat line, \sas Frascati, 
wa.s I\onii', \\ .as l’,ala/,7,'i 1 >.arl ii.rini. 

Hut ehildriTi wrre pla\'ing -plae'ing. Thrir si.ift erics 
tilled h'T I ars, WluTr- werr tie \ ? She emild l.'it diseiUU 
any runniii'' and l> a]iine farms, ri '.th ss, dneen liv the \\arni 
‘"c'oung hhiod witliin th' m, .Sle- hfl'd ler hands, part'-d I he 
CJlIli.'S, tie- roses. Ihit no, sho eollld not S'o thoso .'llildl'en, 
as .sho had Soon tic hahv al th'‘ I‘~o;i\t of the li-aning \\oniaii 
in that old (’olonna foi lis 

Sh'-'le ai'i 1 a stop. Sho s| ,ai 1' d and t iirnod. .\nd e\'on .as 
she did so ,a eoii’o m hor o.ar so. i,|. d to a lic.[i.[' : ' t'liildr. n — 
ehildnu- tiny must h. horn! .\ ehiM a ehiM mu t he 
horn ! ' . t,|uiL.' e|.mrl\' si,,, sooned to h.-ar it spi aking close 
in le r e.ar. i 

Fosar.' slr.o.l 111 lie .nlraico of (ho arlecir, I'arrwi la a 
folding-eliair. t'lid.T liw 1. fl arm \\;,s a slrip.'d r. d and 
will iw eu !iii III. 

■ I '\-e got it,’ Ic li' LCan. ' I'ut h'C. slartked you look, ! 
],)id I st art le VI III ? 

■N-’ ' I 

‘ \'ou wof.' looking at tic \'io\', ■' ' ’ 

‘ 5 ’os, at lie town. It it SI oms to h.' full of ehildron. 
Don'l N'oii Icar f lemi ? 

Sle.- sli_ditl\- lifkil h' r rcliln'iaie I. 

‘ Little raseah, / ’iri.'itini TIe'y r'aays make, such a 
row. I!ut \\'lei has tie- le art to stii|i tiem ? 

II.' arraiig.'i 1 lie- eh.i ir. 

‘ .\re },’ou f.iiid of eliildr.'ii '! ' sic .aslcd, with hrY big ec'C.s 
always li.xed upon him. 

‘ '^'e.s, of coiirs.'. let nc put yeui inl.i y.nn*chair.’ 

She knew lesw he was for e\er longing to touch h'T. She 
let him touch her, draw ler down into tic eh air* with a 
strong pressure which was a caress tluougdi \shieh almost 
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his soul sceni'd speakiiu,' ti) Irt. IT'* ^uranged the cushion 
liehind her little dark head, fioiu which she removed her hat. 

^ Theij he°sfood te>r a menn^nt at tic back of thi' chair ninyop- 

4ess where she could not see him, 

‘ Wll at.is it ? ’ Jie said. ‘ wn.'fl are you doing ? ’ 

lie bent hiAI kissed lea li.air. 

‘1 am - I am —1 )(ilrtras ! ’ 

• * 

d'here ^\as ,a sound of ehina r.illliiiL'. (huekly Iw went 

overt o tlu. I itluT sjde of 1 h^ I able. 

‘ ll'To is your tea ! ’ 

Frilling eeajiie* V 11 h the tiaee Th're were t^\o eu[is tjesn 
it. Sirs j^et it iho'.ii oii^the stone e.-nsfully, tleii stood 
staring'. . * * 

' Ftmt 's f.ll ! ’ said b' s.are, ' \fe don't v.ant anything^ 
els(a' , • 

. ‘ F.rmima ' ' 

Fenechtto’s reiueli ncic Iitird e.-illing loudly. Fr- 

Ujini.a w nt slow ly a^^ ,ay, ^ 

' Doif’t move. I will gi\a^you yem»tea. I \'.ill do ev( rv- 
tleng for you.’ 

He peHired the te.a ollt W 11 1 1 e;i|e, .as if il V, efe a pTeeioUS 
iie|uiil, arid byouehl le r the eii|). • 

' I 'll ])Ul it here i>n the arfn of lie- ehaii. 1\ ill you have 

lemon V 
•d'h a.se ! ’ 

lie cut the hie haiioii in ta.p. .anil s( |Uep/,''d tffp' juics' i>t 
oni' h.alf inlo leT eiiji. lb- li.ail lainn off hr? eeat umJ cap, 
and got ml of the dii I wlm-li Iri'i ee\< ri'.l him. 
e I ,»e.a'?.’i'^ e\.er tal.i‘ 1':i. bill lo^Ja\’ 

1 h‘ ri(luri-d Millie old for hmise]f. 
t # ^ 

■ 5'ou ti ok it th^t dav on W' mi s 

' \'es, after iIiS' s\.mi. Hu'w li-^pe aeo Ih.al serans ! 

• ■ "N'e.^ Th.'fl sei ijTs \ ery I'liig aeo.* 

• lie brought his chair n ^iri r to hers. 

. ' I itm’t lA\c the table between us. Ts it pretty good — 

tlw traa V ' * * 

‘ 1 think so. I 'm glad to have it.’ 

* * ♦ 

'If only w? could have come here together! 1 can't 
liear yriu out of my sight.’ * 

‘ Doit't say th.al,’ 

' ^\ l(^' inustn'*^ I say it ? ’ 
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' I di-in't—vou mustn’t fef.l like that.’ 

‘ Wliy ? ' 

. —think of the future.’' 

^’io](_111 h' .tlnio'.t liL- r< ]ili'‘d : 

‘ I will not. 'ro-d.iy if Would hr mudmw'. t< 

The man yho irin't li\'r f'sr—- he Inokr off.'. ' You kimw 

whv it would he madii'' n ! ’ 

* _ 

‘ YrS,' sho ^ald, in a rhaliy d \'ojrr‘. ' It 'iViSulil hr. Xo. 
don't l/dj^U'' ■ Foii'l lot US 1 \V^ must shut it o.it.’ X 

Shr cdoss'd h'.T cV' T for a minut". Wh'-n str- did that tlK' 
child roll's eaur.s h'-lo w s. 'rmod to or. iw murh dnidn''. 

‘ 'That 's ra,A' to-dav -and il \mI 1 Iw ra.^n.T nucsmith',’ 
hr said. 

.Shr ojirnril li'T r\a.., .lud loolr d at him. 

' 1 frrl as if I shoiiM n< , r[' ymlr imdr|-siand ,you,’ he 
add' d, loolcmy d"'>vn mio h'a- ''y.^s. 

■ I )(.ii'l I I , I o. 11 's -i t 'sd). I tn- Hot 

■ lh,\l 1 f'-' l as if I woiil'i yu'r lialf my lif'- really to under¬ 

stand you.' 

' \'ou maa r C'luM.' ^ 

‘ I ! .\n(l an\' om- ' Is'- ? ’ 

Doloi-'.s thoiie'ld of Xurs.' .h nnine's. 

'If anv oiir 'Wcr eould.’ -Iir said, ' il would mat ))r 
mam’ s t 

‘ .Siu'rlv \'ou ilon’t ■ .Saul to tw umh i stood h\' a '.'.oiu.afi ? ’ 

■ Hut dors it mat t'V es hat ss '■ s'oani Y till no ! ’ 

■ To us it m.atl ' I's,' 

' d’l 1 us --hut 1 hat 's not hi ny, nol h my.' 

Hr yios'i'd m hi- chair, alni'isl, sir- llmuylit, hk" y.i, h iy 
Ulr else' ho\'. X'' ss and t 11" U, of I r 11 i le I' ' s]. sir ■ ss'as Con S' 'lolls 
of tlw ho\- in ('' sar's dr .|iil '■ his int' n-.rly m.'isi'uluic ] ilu'sn jm.. 
Hut uir .asiirsss ss'as rai'- ;n l,iim. -\nd sh lead ncs'er s'erii 
him look srlf-iaiiisrious. ^ 

‘ X'othiny'f W hat do you mr;..u ? I think it is every- 
thiny.’ 

Tlr- imcasim-ss scrnied to df'ip assay from him. IIi.s 
possrrful manheHid nss'.rtisil itsylf. 

' Onlv wnnt <.!i''uyh,’ hr said in his firm and strony voice. 
' I mean ssith all viU arc, ami you are' nearly, or rpiitc, the 
whole way tei gcttiny it. Hut some people, many people, 
don’t rcaily care, 1 didn’t, I think, for years anc years. 
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And lhai—I did, I did ! ’ Hr drru iif tlie fingrrs of iiis Eft 
hand hard till the hack of tlc' hand was rid.rrd. ‘ And 

tlr n I flTd. And—hr koM i-i d his \'nice—' I ’in here with 

, • 

yon. 

’ Ydn jliink it ,is re.ally (‘ll(a^_4l to nnnt ivith all one's 
forei' V Ferkaps it is. I don’t kiiov. th.it Wind ever thought 
of that hefoVr.’ • , 

Sic; fro\Mie( I- likY one who is thinkiiia, ea' wishing, pisj-* 
fointljy. • , 

‘ Rnt no, it isn't,' slw sajd. 

,'^hr paysif!* * 

r rcin^inhi r-' shr hrosin and ^l"ppi'd. 

'What? Whiit?' 

' T.olig ag s Nsli'ii I \\as lar a\'.:i».' fi'oin lioinr, it sacinrd 
tIS nns igs if si^ih' oiir at a gi'i di laiMSi- o(f ',\as inllni ni/ing 
-nisa’ • 

Sisnir onr ? Hid yon fnio'^- wl^ it was ? 

» ‘ I fi'lt as it it \\i IV \ I ill,’ 

'i'ho^ilood rnda d to hi - r^ar'-, Ih'' li'inniphant lilooU 

! ifillm name \ on ! \\ la n vas 1 1 ? ’ 

‘ ^t was in 1 hr sniiina r la t viiLiiii' r.' 


' \\ lu ll I ynt an i ml to - 





I j r hoi 1 e h t of Lisr 1 1 :1 : 

lift] 

; i 

S sill III, tfllddrllK' 

hr I'o- 

nji. nihrrrd h' l' pas- i^m. In 

r 111 

|| i|. 

O', aliiniot in alio |o 

ali iiis\'. 

hr? drsnai r \N In 1 1 hr 1 a i ikr \ 

Mlh 

In a 

,^lnl hr I'l iin lllllr 

I'l 1 1 Inr 

loi ill, tin' SI *11 id of In r \' 

an ' 

111 

til*' (.iainarrln 4’ di 

■a'.\ llm- 

room a In ti rln- said, ' d 

oil 

w 1 r 

r kind 1 iftiiieki to 

1II t ;i 

thousand Tn'r to li\ .■ hiind 

n d 

;m; 

iin-t inr. I oiilv N'.aiitrd 

to th’cik \ on. . (.rood nieh 

t. (' 

an 1 



Tl Tdsrtta ktirW ! If shi 

■ roi 

lid 

sn him iio\\ 


' ‘ \\ hy di > \a ill loi ik Si 1 r n 

1 'to 


-aid 1 )i i|ol i s, -lowly. 


hhr hftrd hf-rp'iip from 

tin 

■ iniii of Iho chair and 

drank 

N.oinr yiore tN'i. d\i^s lln 1 

■liT, 

d ri 

aifting di i\s n on him 

loo?’ 

• ' I— il was stupid of I go 

to 

U. 1 1 

o tin., gate and inre 

t you,’ 


hi' roj'hvd. •' 111 raliso i if I h' rhanffrlir.’ 

' I Voath Vrd that*\ on did it,’ 

' But y<)U j^aid nothing.' 

' No—when it Was eloiir wTi.it was tfir no '! 

' 1 langhtn’t to have let him see inr,kno\\ that I was here. 
But vlirii 1 kne\V you were tin ri- I forgot everything. But 
1 donit stippov? it matters. Uh, huw I hate all the things 
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that tie us (h)\vn, thal prevent us from being free ! Rut we 
won't think of them to-dav.' 

His voice changed. The' grave/aluKjst sad look 'wen,t out ' 
of his face. '■ 

' No one will come here'now. We ara on the top of the 
world.’ _ ' ' 

He stood up. 

' Will you ha'\'<' some more te;i ? 

' No, tliank yciu.' 

She got up, too, jas if in reply t.; hn restless moe-ernent, his 
chafged Voice. They had sought the shildi!', Rut surely 
thev iieeih'd tie' .sun. ^ 

‘ r,et us go out ! ’ she said. ' I base seen nothing here 
yet.' 

‘ I will show you eeeryI hie g.' 

She did nol put on le r hat, tut opened her jvirasol and 
Went eillt on to the tsTl'ni'e. ,\ lo’,V eopiiig of stone, perliaps 
a foot iLiid a half high, ran along it. Red g. raiiiums hloomed 
in iron-elani]ied tubs 'lose to the lii.iiise. Some' sm.dl pol¬ 
larded trees thre\\ p.'iti'he,, of ■ hade on the wrinkh'd e'arth. 

Erminia and le r fatle r had disa[ipe'are<l. The inn, with 
its gweeti' wooden shutt''rs el.,-,ed, wa-. like a deserted house 
asleep. Nothing rnoN'.'d Imt a wliile cal, which lo.iked as 
if it had just w a -le d it sTf for t Iw _\a .oi' so expnen ti ly clean 
was it, Slo'.ely, and, walking with a p' euli.'ir delieai'}', it 
crossed llie for end I'f te'ie teri'.'u'e .and 'eaiushep, going down 
the slo|ie which k'd to the p' rgola of | he lower g.irele'ii, 

‘ Shall I show \-,,u the hoii-.e lirU t 
‘ 'I'es,' 

' lie' 'led the W ay ll]i the step-..' 

‘ ’’I'hi s is I lie sitlihg-n M , 111 .' I 

Doh.ree shut her parasol and ste'jiped insulr. Directly she 
was in the reeiiu, she said : 

■ The Pop!' licre 1 ’ 

‘Why ned? "^’oii nmH lind his jiortrait in lumebeJs of 
houses of this kind threugh all It.dy,’ 

‘How sad he looks ! And all these women in ruffs, and 
the: doors ! What a strtinge lifth; room I 

She sat down by the table and laid her parasol on the 
white cloth. 

‘ Is it true ? ’ she said, ‘ that at Genazzaino, on tl e way 
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hero, th<*re is a famous Madonna, tiy;- Madonn-a drl Buon 
Consiiilio ? ' 

‘ Of e^iursc, q\utc true. P>ut- ' 

‘ As 1 ^vas CdTiniiLj out <>f Cf iia/zano a man, v.lio*was 

I* . 

directing tho chauffe ur, s.aid, '■IV- I hi' ladv want to Visit 
thi' i.'ha[it'I (sf ihi-Tf/ui/iomu del Bumi ('lOizi I'/h* .? ” ' 

‘ Cuming I*it df (II na/,/.aIII I ! Ihit it is dff llii' %iad ! Tou 
never diiL'ht to hav .CdiH't hiTd.’ * , 

‘ yut we did. Till- ehaiiffi ur mad'' a mistake. And so I 
did tluTe. Lift I did i%it se-e the MadminH.' 

‘ Whal does ij- matti-r '■*' 

She did iidf unswr. Sla' tjot iiji frum Ih'- lahh'. 

‘'^diur’Ai.iom js iri.hi'T'e,*’ ('i-s.-iri' said, diii iiiiie till' (Idor to 
till- li ft near tlK'*Fri'neh ssmdio'.. ' Thi' failhi r roeiin is the 
last, t'eeailsi' rif tlie Isdeoav. 

Sill' 'went in. If'' stood fof u mom' id, ns if iind'I'idi d, 
"Thi'ii he came uwis' froi/ the door, and wallo'd round the- 
sitt iiiLt-rodiii examiiiine th<'•[liel iiri s. Ho lit a <'iearette, 
Vi'iit yut to till- h.deoiiw and slooi) h\- tho rail staraiq into 
the distaneo, • 

.Suri'lv hr' had cliissiii svi 11. d'his jilaer- was remote, 
althdiiirh diilv 1'Ao hours hy iiiolor from lioin'-. sVnd it was 
in a maLUiifteonf |iioilion. ,No oi|o oul<l ^■oiiio. 'Idie inn 

aS tin\", and lloli.ris had tie' srliolo of il. 'I’le'S' wore in 
ai^ almost’iiorfor't •sollilude. Fho hlood i|uielvoni'd m liis 
e'l'ins. •LnUH'ilMri s had strane’ok,' ifllirid ho jnood since 
shi' had r iiL'i d at Itn'inii. No\ i i^had ho 11 lertoheso 
slranyo, si,'enyst ohous. ns lei'.'.', 'I'ho le.-iror ho drow to her 
• t^ho ^ler^ iiitiniatoly ho enne in^i le r lifo, tie- misre pas- 
sii.tf.'lforv hr- di'siri'd le r, lie' moro stronvh.' le' rsns eoiiseicius 
that sho was m\''dorious, lhat*,dio olud'il him. IL- had 
no\-or fidt thus -.',ith anv ollior 'Aouiaii. And m ler nnssteiw' 
, was Ihor*' iiyt a-eurioiis, an ue xplienMo saduoiS? 

Lis^eta liad le M^io m\story oueh as I his, eli'w r, hrilliant 
w'on^n of 1jii' World lleAoh de' \wis, Ho h.'id lii'i'ii so sun.' of 
Lisotta. Pi.rhajo non ho '.■.ould f' l 1 aaain He'd souse of 
Kuri'ie. .ss of donunalmv marih' i. mI, Tr heh le' now i.hsiri d to 
feel, which )T man ouyht alwavi to feel, Vesi. To-morro\T 
all W'd uld 1 )U ’difforr-nt. 

Ag^iii the bhvid leaped in his vi ins. And he flung away 
the Lriiii uneasimss which ^ad Ijcgun to tarnish his jov, 
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his triumph. And yvlien, prcsi ntly, Doloros rct'urncd to 
the sittiny-rooin, the elnud iiad lifted from his face, from 
his beariiiL'. Ami hr look'd like man, ■wlm, nh L[ist, Inul 
his hands mi his tjrralest (h xire. 

‘ The niems ur',- \s.Ty jinyiplr,’ he saiel. ' I 'vr been so 
Hcoustirnird to rmiLdiiiii/ it, liv iim' an\hi)\v, whrn F ’ve been 

t ' t 

shnotine, that pi ihaps I ’m a laid jmlye f<jr you. Do you 
•hate them ? ’ , , 

‘ X'). I havr be'Ui out on the balemiv.' 

It d' a, LU'Slt \'|r\V, isn't it't ' ' 

, ■ W'ondrifiil. d'akr inr to that prveola umh-r the balcony. 

I '\'e bi.en lookinr down on its yris'sn roof.’ 

‘It's a I'reiP^p hidnio-place._ Am' there’s a bouch. 
Cimie.’ 

• The y WTit riiit, turm-d I hr aiiLd'- of tlir inn, descemled the 
shii»iny [lal li bi-meith I Im 1 silci’n\' of 1 trl'Crs' room, and came 
into the prryoka. 

' Lrt US Sit down Imre,’ ('i sa'o' said. 

\ e.S' .\nd I lirii, [irrs' iil be I ’ll rrsl 1 ill towards e\-miiny,’* 
lie tonrhrd, but om\ jn^t fmirlrd. h'T hand with the 
back rif his, almost .as if b\' aerulrnt. 

You shall rrsl, I 'll k .ass- \aei. 1 'll an down to the 
Ivotna for a lit tE, . )\s_ r I lir s|m|,-; IcTr. 'I'leTe 's' a j'lat h that 
takes you to Ibr inn \Mlliout y enc throueli tlm tiosii. Hut 
nerd I sta\' awa\' fi'orn \'ou N rve k,ne 

lie frit, and strany'/y eonsiilrnny tlm cir(‘'um dan ms, the 
delicat'y of h'-r \'(imanhd'od, I Im atmosphr-rr of srpsitixaumss 
in which slv .always sc ne'd to neoss ')|i, t h • iliffcrenc:' 
l)r tween her and LisrI ta I , ,\nd le a sfn d I Im . |urst ii .ii yni ] v. 
tryiny not t<i sho\s' toil plainb' hi' d' 'irr, itut he \v Wrd 
with an ardour \sliirh was a'niost saeayr that the sun would 
sink ami tlm darkm ss f.all ah ait tlmm. 

Dolores sat down on Ijir nar"o\\- Imneh and hr sat Imside 
her, but not quite (dosri to le r. Hr did'uot dare to do that 
just then, Imraiisii of In-, mature, ESlm looked ,,down over 
the olive-coruTi.d shijies that sireteh'sd aw.av belaV the 
peryola, and saw tlm white road far off with its faithful 
CN’presses near it. Some peasants wstc passing on a winding 
path, singing in chorus as they went. They disappeared, 
slowly, among the trees, but their voices were audible, 
floating up through the sparkling air, afte-r tjiey were^one. 
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They li'fT, their suny behind them, li^<- a kind and liylit- 
heai'ted message. 

‘ I rn^ij: have a little rest,’ Dnltn-fs said. ‘ Do you go 
do\sli there to tlial r<iad ' 

' \ Flint s \vlii;ri' tlie Ibun.'^is.’ 

' I 'in tbid I eafin- nji Iv re iii t' ad.' 

‘ You coufd Iiot li:i\e s1a\'iil lla ia . if is rkdlt on tile 
liieli road. I'ut at,! Iiis't inie i,[ llu.'*year e\ ery one' is away.^ 
No olM' We kno\\' NMillId paas.’ 

Dii^cily he had spokn^ from tlm road arose a^eL'iel of 
white dust.^ 
It Irae’t lleif r|uieldy, dispersed, disajijM ared, lloal ing^.eaek 
fror^ a siitall, dark object,* 

‘ Tie re's a motor coniine ! ' saii^ Itel m'cs. 

' Not here. Nei one' \m'.1 come here. You ha\'e tie; wlmle’. 
hnll'Se.’' 

‘ Hut to an inn-’ » 

0 

■ No one shall disturb you.* I have spoken tei IV-nedctto.’ 
Hut^Dolores slill look, d lixedK' down at the pkaei* 'where 
the dnst had Iieeu. And Hie Inehl dfeai d d smie da d aevay 
into silenc''. 

' 'I’llat 's some one eoiiiL't o .Snbiae,,, no doubtsaid k’e'sare', 
fir mb', efiei ; fulh'. ’ .S ubai's i < j mt e laear lg.'re'.’ 

' 1 know.' 

' \Vh\’ do \'ou alwMys»loe'k at that roael 

' I do I't l«a .we’ 

She got u[> restlessly. 

' Let us go kael to the terrace. And lla n I think I will 
• re'st., see, it was a long, hot dri'.'e, 1 As- hioiiedil a 

bo( I <'an sit eiilt aliel look at Ale \ ie'W, and read till you 
ouii-' kiack.’ j 

' When may i Dwldr' .. i 

.sic \\'ailed, loolving at him. %'hen she said ; 

' Ofi tile terra(s»i'II tell you,' 

‘lAm’t e,jiu like this peTgeila I like it better than any 
other part of the garde n.’ 

‘ Why ? ’ 

' Because Ihi' house is liidden.’ 

‘ Yes, but 1 don’t know. I think, when I am alone, I will 
sit on,the terratv'.’ 

She' did not tell him that^ under the pergola she could 
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not hear the childrcri's voices, and that she needed to hear 
lle ru aeain. 

He t<i(ik h'T hack to a wooden te nch which liad jts hack 
neaKist t!ie i\y-eo\-(Ted arhour in wlm'h tle \' ttad had t'sa. 
She k>oke<l (jinekly awa\yt)' the town, which now w.i.s full 
of C’oU'i'S. 

' \’es, I VI sit leT<s' 

I 'll ei 1 the (,7/'n';.e loinjnr.' 

No, don't. 1 like thi^ 1)1 neln’ 

I h■ s'”) i/K 1 [i ip a minutis ' 

' Shall I feti'h \'ou \-oiir hook 

Vtill you ? I left it on a I'hair on th'- liah'i.ny,’ 

He Wont to fi'teh it, ami elanei d at thi- 1 ilJ.' aa lit- liTovL'lit 
it to hop. It was tie second jiart of toe tli'-’s She 

thank' <1 hini and ''ael : 

'L'li are Cl ,0(1 to rie .' 

‘ 0 ( 1 ,m 1 to ne-! ’ ho, whisje r d, 1'anino d,,wn to her. 

‘ Ill'll lna\' I e, ,11 io ? 

Sliodo,,k((l a^^ay to lie little town lixedlv. Then she 
said 111 a low e'oie,' ; 

\\ le n it 's ova iiiiio.' 

II e turned awav slovd\' and k ft le r. 


cH.M'Tiei; XXXnr 

(V * ^ 

WlIR N he had ooiii: ])oli,l'i ■, ojn leil ler llltl'' heiok/'^Slle 
plaiieod at tie- ]iae(‘ n' ar the end of tie' \ olimea aiel le r eyes 
lit on tie; esords, ‘ Mapuia I’oi'eal rixd Inme i 1 lal' le’sle' shut 
th'- Ijook. W hy liai n e ■ 1 ir,',n L'hl it In la ,h 11 ny a a a\' from 
Pala/'/o Rarhorini sle had eaii_dit it ii]i \‘7ilie,ut eea n poadiny 
the title. Ih r tlioiielil had ho, n’ iii'ri'K", ' I - ii iiist , has'o 
soiiietluno.’ ]!ut to-(]a\- sle- did ie‘,t \e .nt I'hilosopliv, the 
ruthless workino out of’]iuni'dine nt of sin, the tratn dv of 
■women hroiioht hefuroher mind.' She laid the h^ok down on 
the earth at her feet and, turning em the bencT ; he pazed 
at Olevano, From this beneh, away in the town shc-^could 
see an open space suiTounded by tall, narrow housc.s, the 
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playi^Tound oi thf childri'n \\liose vciic^s filled her ears now 
Cesare wins girne. She saw ehildren, diminishiai by distance 
to tins «lftrpes, rushing Uitle r and tliitlier, crossing nnd rc- 
creissing the spacg vanislnng, reapp' aring, nes'cr still Ps'en 
for on^ iystant. furv of life >/Hiied to govern them, life 
tliat came onj'of im itlc rs, life t liat fal ii' rs li*<l In Iped tie bring 
into being. At that* inom. nt, as sh-‘ oa/sd af the little 
darting shapes, u,liflo-,| f,,r tic- first time in her life Dolores* 
felt 4ierself to fx^yatlc r the mimitts fragment of a gigantic 
whole tlian an isolat'd im^i'. nlnal. • • 

‘ D'S T nift’it^r*? ’ she tlionght. ' Except as that frag^nent* 
without wliich the \shole wisiild be incmiipfle—perhaps? 
Do , matter t , * ** 

Ceimid'reriems ed g(.od and e\ il*noss’ drepp' d awav frrirn 
her. \t Wins •IS if h'r tir> d im^id elc d them, no longer able" 
to Isear th' ir burden. S^e sank into ,a cmious coiniitioii 
(sf <'ontem])lati\'e lethargt', diinn* \\liieh Ic r \'dio|e lieimg 
fC'ismed to lier tei be st re| cl I'd oi 1 1, ' x t' lid'd. till it \V!is like 
some Ik mg \'er\' fragile and thin that .alino-.t as a mi^t. tier- 
negated great spaci s, I'dintEg xer\' faintl\' and Wigiiely. 
sh' felt that e|i, liekiiig' d to tile iiili aid llw geual' ii. to the 
oli\a- sli ipi s, to t h' ■ little 1 1 c.>, n tic is ■ In f c,', 1 c r. ti i, t lie open 
space and tlie calliiig child*' n. t'l tie' '.all'*',' sh-i ]img in a 
golden ha//, to the d'lii'al'' liii'S .-ind fol.E of tli'' rang'Sof 

hi'E, to the naked and*liai 1 larm llaiil,'' of tic .^alniie iiioiin- 

* • 

tains. ' ^ • 

M agna Dccc.atiixg liiit leos' cmi an\' sm*cr be great, or 
any sin ! jE it h sii r' 1 v W' re sn i.i 11 .'i-. 11 e ee ■ id 11 Id I'l n n e o'l ng, 
alni'*.! dm *hmTving m ^' els. in | h;^l ep.'C'' le iiinied in bv tall 
hollS' s. 

Dolores hail U'.keii a st'ji Ihrft w as f.itefiil. She was on 
her w.'vy perhaps ro ruin, cTliinV'/ to sm. ;\nd sic was not 
,'1 bau^Womaii. Slii' ought, n i doti I 'i, at that moment to have 
Jieeii ill a Condition of febrile i xeileue nt, ' strung u{i,' h'clcd 
by iw*t\l impulse, carried away into some region in \shic h all 
values were chang' i4. 

Hut she was iieit. On the coiitrars', now that she was 
alone, her normal amount of feelmg sei-med f es- ned. Pres¬ 
ently she felt almost sluggish, like—s^^e faiiei'd —cine of tliose 
It.aliafi ■womrm nvho, with erossrd arms and staring eyes, 
lean y^r <*ver upon the sills of windows looking into the street. 
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But shf ]onk' (1 not’into th':- street but into the world, this 
pri-at world of eMK.ds, of .stjjMrs, of [ihuns, hills, 

nuiuntains. that r\as only a iniiii'.te fraymt-nt, ahhost, in- 
fuute'inial, of tho '.shoha 

As till' aft'-rniloii \\ani'd'ii''.'r evi'S did not wniide-r any inors' 
ovir (h'- niieht", landsra|ii'. Tlw childrrn’s? [ihu'Lrround 
hi Id thi'in. Lifi' soi iiii i' tn eoiie.nt’-a'ir itsi If in that small 
spaei- h'ninii'd in by dwilinys, e\hirr tin' litth- forms ran 
and |ta]ii'd, and Iho lillli- soicos smt foith thi-ir elirill eries 
of ha|ijiilI'sss and I'niroy. What aro wouvn meant for? 
‘.dll' k^ioiiyht. Aiid tlii.'ri.' eamo. liko a siyh,'throiiL'h the 
silss r-yri'iii olirs s Ih'- ans\M r, 'To yiro life—to li.'uul on tho 
torch to |M'oi,l(' till' |il,'i\ojromidsa.f tie.' sMidd.' 

In n till' I iiinu' \''.'is i.dliiie C' --ai-r ri tnrncd: eominy up 
by till' slopo lii'low till- loiiL' p rL'i'hi. 'I’hi' r'.liili' cat .arcom- 
paiiii d him on to the toj-i aiv, hf'iny In r tail, areliiny lier 
back, ssalkmy on f iptoo.'.uid .nrecsiny uyainst his legs, her 
yi'llow cyos dull of a mm.my d- sire. 

' "N'ou arc rested ? ' Ic said. 

‘ Yi's. iimti',' 

‘ I Ihink it must lie dirim r-time,’ 

He looked tiosards Ih' inn, and sau the hr iad form of 
Eriiiiiiia nioriny in flic sif t inc-room. 

' ^'cs, she's lasing the talT'. Xol.iody has disturbed 

Vi 111 Y ' 

'No.' 

' \’on sec, T cilOSc Well for US.' 

('Ill ISC ! ’ she sail I. 

' ''I’l's, when 1 tlioiis’ht ()|c\nino and Casa, Ti usi-'ni^Yi 

Flrmiii la t inkk'd a In II. Tie y w ,'dk' d t ow anb the In iiisc. 
Soil] I \s as smoking on the t.'il k k. t a i • n the i b i|\' t'aflii r and 
the cardin.'d. All lioiigh art i.icial light wa'miot vef r.cccssaiv 
a lamp vas liL'hlid. uiid .shi d a dnstyv }|4[ou gfow ov-r the 
vase of pink ros. s. 'The door into,the In droom was care¬ 
fully shut. Dolores sat at the cardinal's side m the table. 
Cesare at the end. ith his bad: to the ]iost -ini]>ri'S..ionist’s 
vision (.if s]>ring and of lo\sn IP- helped the simp. 

That evening he fi.lt it inipossil ik- to make r mvi rsation. 
To do that wouli.l be to-treat Dolores as a casual uciiuaint- 
ance. They, he and she, were surely beyond the impotent 
regions. He scarcely spoke. And he never I'elt the silence 
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to be awkward. Tl\e diniuT was a l>a»l une. Ho noticed 
diat fact and had iw uisli to apuh'uhse to Uoleircs. \\ hat did 
•/ nuitti'i'^oTi such a nii.,dit *ls llii ^ V 
* Fnniiiia pimrei.l out n d ‘^’lnM (h i Pai so,' into fhc 

tlie'lv L,dassi:s. H'i; f> ' I cm tla' niic-aam lirnsks 

as sin: wc:nt, r h'-a\ ily, to and fro. IWii' ch tto jcasscd 

bel iw on tljc' tc-nsic'e, ;nul lln- si r< mo., ra a siia 11 of^the black 
ciy.T' In: \\'as si.iolv^iu; [I'lictralod inlo lln room. Itells 
sounc*(J ill Hio hnl^lc n io\\n. Was it tin' .Anm Ins rinyino 
No, suri'l\' it ^vas too l.-itc, ^ukI Iho bour of tin- dnp^lifs was 

yoiie w'lh th'o ^v.'lrin, laialil clsy. Tin- rocl wnn' was t'jin, 

hmt not (psaor-'cabt', vatli-r swo'l. l*irha]is It nedotto 
had I'.pfind a sp*'j:i.'d* 1 lof l1#. t’c savo inctic‘ol that Dolores 
did not tonel ,!n r ulass, • 

‘ Ai'c'ifk yon^C'oiny to fry tln^wiin' of lln: eoiinlry V ’ lie 
uskc d her. 

Nil. 

Hut Bi'inch lto will In: ipiib: hurl if yoU don’t.’ 

‘ Bi'iiwili tt' I ? ’ 

I tiir laiidli ii'd.’ 

1 don’t waiil lo hurl his fc i-linL''. luil I doii'l care for .an\' 
iin- b i-niybt. Is il a,,, .d V 
' N'c't bad.' • 

F.rininia bi',,uylil in I he \ial. ('''arc was not wry 
hnn.uy, but In' ate i|un'l-.1\'. 1 IoIoT' s .'Ja- \ . i \ htlh:. 

Nieht fi ll.* I’ln: dmin r \'.a'. rmiT"<l. ( )iil\' A plate of 
oraiiL'c'S reniaiin'd on lln' labts 'I'lio hill'* T'ooni loolod 
diffoi'c nt iio.s lliat lln lialit of (la\' had t fl it. 'I'ln: wonn ii 
in ■ ruffs '.,A In* sm-O' an.iiiLad oii Ij^e aall bdiind DoIorc'S 
si.'i'iiii'c 1 I o ri'oard (b ^ai'c' \'. 1 1 h a si roll sn r i ' \ pi'c - nm, a .ff iylil ly 
yreab r infc.ilioc'iK'*. DoloO's ula ^e^ d up and nn't tin' eves, 
tin' Sad I'Ves, i/ lln' Ib'lv ballnV. Slio tlnmahl of him, a 
prisoni:f in Iris iiuimi in o pal,a'o Tio',^cmd tin' euiwinp hin,' 
ok tin' hill wliieh spiut in the \ ie'\\ from lln: b rraee. Sin: 
, wond(*iw,'d if.ffn his man'.' pra\a is. In' ofte n jiraw cl for poor 
wcsm':n. Thi'ii she •tinai'elil cif tin, Mddnniia drl Bnon 
('nnai'a/fo it (h-'na/,/,ano. .Sin: had not W'utoc 1 tin Madonna. 

'i * ♦ 

The Madonna wouhl not offer a ]iraV' r for In r soul to-night. 
' Have you ([uite hnisheel ? ’ s.iiid C'^sarea 
‘ Yes'* i_|uite.’ * 

‘ Shf^l t\’e go. out ? Then Frrninia can clear aw’ay. I 
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dare &ay she and ht i fatliir ye) to Ix el early. Or perhaps he 
goes di)an tie the town at niyht.’ 

‘ Yes, let us go out.’ 

.hhe gill up. 

‘ Di'ii’t yeiu want a wi^np ? ’ 

' r»h nr), I di'i-’t think 

Sill' weht to till' h.de'iine’ and stmKl lev tlv rail fur a rneuiviit, 
loukiny \'pr\’ tall, ee ry slighl, t'i'sare 'tViteh' ii leer, starding 
ill till' roiiin. She tune d. , ' 

‘ NY ,'lt 's quill' wanii.' 

t^he' di'sciuiili'd lie- eti'ps. Eriuinia uj'ipi aveei hy tue doeir 
at the' hai'k i if I le; ri m an. ^ 

'You Pan I'll ar a\'.ay.’ said' t'l'ana ,''l'he ledy wein't 
\\'ant anything inure 1 1 i-'iiiLdit.’ 

' Ei'i" Ik ie/a, si.’ , 

111 ' I'liiki'il a( le r. 'I’le-n ii-' : 

■ 1 )i 1 \'i III k s'k lip at I iivliI ■'I ' 

‘ (’ewe iMi'lc. N’lih'Mly isaie.s up le n 
‘ It l.ill t III I'l .is'ir',', j if iSiursi'. M/i'lti) rn:;}.' 

Ill' Wl'llt (lilt. 

I'U'iiiiiiia I'li'ai'i d a\'.a',' sIii'aI'.', shunk nut lie' elolh, spread 
it agaii 1 .< i\'( r tie' I a 1 i|e, s. t I hi ■ tn 11 p . iii 1 1, \s ■ pt out tu I le' 
haek regiiiiii, And 'shut tie' d'"'i S' lniel le r. 

4'i'ry late that niedil, ’eleii Oli'iniin sh pt p'i di uindly, a 
gh'ani still sliniie fnaii lie' inn, hut led fi'nin lie- sitfnig- 
riiiiiii wiiioiiw. It Was, Si I'll h\' a man who very slualv, and 
a,s if \\'( ak nr i>ppressi'd, made hn way in the gemle' starlie'lit 
iiji I he sh ipi.' that led fi'i '111 lie' lead 1 )\' the cspi'i sses, ti > the 
lung pjergi'la tieieafh K’le hale.in\' cf 1)('hii'ts’ ki'^ruism 
Ih fi ire ,sl .'Lid I ng uii his walk up llu' lull this man hml written 
and (h spati'hi'd a h lt(T'',ii a, wuman, a Idr' ssing it to a 
palaee in Uijiiie, and putl'wig in oiu.' eoinej the svoreE ^ Far 
secuirr.' 

’Idle night was still and undistuyle il liy any wind. The 
air wa.s warm mi tie.' lower ship' s of tli'- hihs. Inks grew 
fresher as the man aseended. But lit did ni.>t nytiee this 
fact. lie did Dot loisk at the dim outlines of t]ie mountains. 
He did not look up at the stark His eyes were bent on the 
ground, or roved around searching fi.ir the way, until they 
perceived the light in the inn. Then tliey fixed thelaselves 
steadily on that. 

i 
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It was just afti_r une (.)\‘l<jck Nslu n lli» niai\ drew near t<.> 
die lower walk of the inn eardon. Ik fore ent'.'riiu,' the 
pardon U' •jiausod, iuid up at tli'- lieht. It shone 

liriitK', ljut sti-adily, fi'oiii tie I' l- iioh windoiv whi<'h yjr.'e 
on to tk hah'onv id Dolores’ h' i[i>oia. This windoiv was 
a liltle liay otUUi, alid \ias pis ,| c i •!. , ] 1 )\' yisen shutter. 
The light shone lluoi^oh tli' ap' rtius-, not thn»iugh the 
shutter. Ihit nhno<l nniie diati h' aTl< r tlie^armsal ed the 
noetii*nal siandeTer and Ins pi-.lono^d pans' led far froni 
tho windo',\, it \ml-s pushed Hens- \M,k ly opi-ii, and tl*‘ iigure 
I'd a ni.an eaiui^ ■♦ut U[ent Fie' leileMii}’. Jh stood looking 
I'lUt to tle-’nieiit, arid fie’ man aneniy lie' oh\'e-(roes ift-ar 
hy, L.oti-n^l OSS nd Mnsocfi^ slaisil up at Inlii. d’hon he 
turned, spoke to some om- in lie- h-sjisn.in In hind him, wemt 
in and iJi-sod tjie I'ls neh iiiiidoa. 

As soo‘n as tie- \^llldo^>.■ \va- shut tie' man si anding outsiiie 
moved h ,S_-. eaullomK-, nlekas if w i^h a roiii-aal of slis-nyth 
o^ jiurpose, fo,-v,.-iid inl'.i t hopgarden, aiel arrived at the 
elit 1 aiie# to the pi i yi Ti vv le l s - ('e 1 s- and 1 t ,|i n s-s had kat in 
the afternrion. Ih- kiet.od hTs foi.l aL'ini-.l tie- sPme heneh, 
l>ent.''f( it it vv it ii one lia I id, and sal down 11 p - n i it hailing his 
Ijaek anainst I he wall. Ife v\:is ekoe |(> lie- enlraiiee id the 
jiergola. and Tieneafh the l i'i^iieh window an4 the fialewny, 
liiit div’iih il s-n 1 I hem 1 .'W lie narrow d - - s-- i eh ng path vv hndi 
w as nearly hwe] w il h I le ‘pei n- - la roof, \\ p, n le- w .w seated 
he sighed', to^k off his soft hal, laid iT down on ilie lieiieh 

l.iesii.lc him, then felt in his hip poi el, foiyid soiielhing, 
drew it o';(, and lain 1 hat a ko down on the- stone, vr-rv eare'- 
f .illy 1 * ij igeiftly. 'I'l 11 ', 1 lone, he Mlill f. if u va'Vv loiig tiiiie 
with ms lead slfedit h,' lent, appais-n 11Ir-lei img, or ad lug 
for .something. I.nder the jen^la it wa-s dai'l: ami per- 
feelly sileid. d’le re was not a s'^iiid in the iiieht. 

< Ihs-M-ntly, Soil lew Ig I e far av'a\',»it h- 11 fauiMv' 'ounded the 
hour. * 1 : Was two iT'i'loek dde- man ' 1 1 e h I I v ■- 1 n f I < d , ,n the 
^ stone.,* Ills keail droop. II'f. .rwaid a h11 h more. And aaain 
he sighed i>rofoundl\'» Then h-' jiul forth hi' hand aie.l felt 
for an instant at tie- olij.et he had taken fiom his hip 
jioeket and laid’so cnrefnlly he-ade him. S.ali'liei.l ap[)ar- 
eirtlv, he remo\-ed his hand and dropped it on his knee. 
Th eri fUgain he wt\s perfectly still, a,s if attentively listening 
for sismetiiii'ig. .Nearly anotUr hour passed by without 
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incidf'nt. Thni .su'ldrnly the man started Uolently, and 
uttered a ln'iarse exclainati(m in a harsh and alniMst shrill 
voice. uliite cat had stisleii into the j^eryea , and h.vij 
cainsf his leas. ]n a iimiin lit he Jiad m ize'l aiijl 
stvoncl' il it. Lie u lv\Iell liacV., Virsatlnno Vii-avily. Far 
assay lie liell sounded three. And directly afterwards 
there caiye from almvi- tie eiatiny ymnd nf a leidlv tiltiny 
wind'>w beiny,i”ehed dpen. Tie man in •'he jH-ryila '\iped 
his face- aii(l his hands with a haiidkerehief, ynt iij; took 
hold of, tie thine h.^ liad laid'on tie bench, lifted it, ariel 
mused tic the enlraiiee- of fie pi ryola. 

VlcTe svas the sound of a shot. He fell, drojijiiiiy the 
pistol. , r 

Uoloi'es came out upon the’ b.ah'onv, stood moved in—- 
a Hash of sshite in lie li'chl from fie l.imp and came to 
besai'e, sslio seas in tie ae'i of husiny fie sittmc-rooin bv 
fie balcony that hcl ti;, the oiif .ide stuii'e'asc. She caueht 
his arm. 

' \'-ou heard 

' W hat was it here did ii coine from ? tN'as it-?’ 

‘ .V ^liot tie p. isr,,|;^ niiih r tie windoss.’ 

‘ Hush ! IVi 'll! the IM re Li 

d es.' I 

Lie s' etooil hiol.iiie ,',t ( aeh other. Xei one .pirreii in the 
inn. Leieihlto und Ernnnia. sle piny at lie back, made 
no si an. 

' I III I et Oil [o See S', 1 1 . at s happened, svho it is 1 ’ 

Hn face w;is st-rnis' L'lase, IroiiMe.l. 

■ves.' _ ' 

' ]lll^- ’ le pailseil. 

■ I ’ll Ciclie SSlIh Sou ! ’ .MoloTeS SS Ills]-). 

.She eliiny to he arm. \ i '-s' .pii'lls le to, k hold of he’’ 
hand. .\nd hie ssas linn. s\-arnily jco,', ,-l i\c.'. 

' (.'arissima -ssait 1 In a moment I II be back.. Don’t 
stir, unless you le ar ans' oie coniine i i the house. If you 
d". yo back to the rooui, turn out thi- lamp, .yet, into bed, 
]>retend to be slee]iiny. Hush ! Zitto I 

He drojiped her hand and disappear! d in the darkness. 

Dolores reinaiiii'd where she svas. .''h,.- was s.tiaking. 
Bending her head forwarsl .he listened. ''■Vhat .lecmed to 
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her nn imrrfcnse time went by :>lo\v]y. V le inn was always 
\\Ta]'>|>' ii in silt.nce. R'.tu il'hto and liis dauyhter liad imt 
.stirred, .^t.last slie heard wliat suinided like a cr(.'<'|iiiiy 
foijl.ste^) nutside, and Ceeari' r<'-cuti;red the roiim. lb) loi'*s 
s]n':iny t'i him. He put his arm roi^i^l hvi arid elrcw her into 
the hi (lr<iiiT?l. She iTiiiked at hi^ eyis, 

‘ Oh. r'diat is ft ? ^\'ly| 

■ Hush I ' 

He lyade h'-r sit dersn mi the- tied. 

‘ It 's a smeide.’ 

‘ Uneler the- ^M-rfJiila 

' VeS.- • • 

' 'I’li' t mifn— 111 '- laiulliird*^ ’ 

■ .No.' 

His fai;i' friyljt' ned her. .She drew eln.se tu him, with a 
str.'Uiee idi*ejier Ueliny Ilf h'lrr.ii'. * 

II S Mmit ebruiii 1 ! ’ • 

.M' ml idirillie) ] Here ! 

•it \ ^e I ’ 

■ .\nd hie ’s r 

■ i /I ad —there mi the pal h.’ 

.she said (iiilhiiiy. Her white faee heoked fur a nirunent 
Cl Iliiplet ely si u|ild. ^ 

‘ Ih ',«! ijead^ Ni il liiny ti) he dmie- fm' liini. Hut—ymi ! ’ 

He ]iut Jiie liands tn liis^iead. tiiiik them away. 

‘I must eet«awa\' immeilial eK',' lie ithispeved. .'Biefure 

ane'thmy is i Ij set i\sTei 1 . It must ne\i_ ?\ >e kiiii\^ii I was here 
wilh \'i111 t(.)-n>,dit 

‘ NiWh. hut ' 

' Wan— wvait ! * I 'm thinl.iiie ahnut you. yeiur po'^ition 
tipmiirrow - -III I. tn-dax . r'da u le ^s feimd. ^^'U must yet 
leaek to Kmiie to-da\'. es r\' eaTTe, ii- fm'e I lie all I 1 h iri I ies are 
fetehi'd froVii Uie'toun, Ymi mi*-t hi; emio Ijefore tln'w 
Cl iiiiea if I'ossil ill a’ 

'^low ? How ? 

• «* W 

' Ymi d! has'e to uo t*‘'n''k in m\' meitor.’ 

' Ihit-’ 

'My man s'?!]!’ drire ymi.. lie 'll never sjieak. He’s 
ahvays heen wifli me. I dl send him early, \s ilh a letter for 
Renc‘-r No, wait 1 That won’t d" 1 * iiran Dio ! ’ 

‘ Let me go now;! I 'll go no\'i ! ’ 
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' No! No 1 ' , 

‘ Yes. I '11 1^0 now ! I can’t stay here with—him. I 'll 

f/o no^v ! ’ ,, 

«Sh'‘ tried to sjming up. Ih' In Id her do^vn on the Ixd. 

' 1)(>li ij'es ! ’ 

.'^he yield' d, tremhliny vi( ih ut ly. 

' If yo,u go away n"W vcu ’ll be ruined. It is I who must 

' But I can’t- 

' V'i'U mtisl. Uid'. ss-’ 

.Slldd' lih' he seized Imth her iiallds. 

Fnless yi'U will fac’ il all. let it all he kiiewn. let me stay 

:ill the dawn, prut' et you- 

An expressimi of li'crur disterted h'-r lae'e. 

'N'wer! N'oea-!’ 

Shi' iIti'I.'. .h'.'- a\' h' r ham, .. 

’ I 'll stay alum-' In ri'. 1 'll H'-'—1^'- nmant to ruin 

me.’ 

‘ He ? ' 

Sin- pi lint' (1 til t ho u imli m,. 

' A\ hat d'' s'l'll nn aii Y 
‘ He ah'.a', , niaili' nn' .afraiih’ 

Shi' slnii'l; miiri i'"n\uhi'.' ly. Her tei th diattin d. He 
trii il t(i put hie arm rumi'l In r. ^ 

' N", tn I ' 1 )' ill't ti nil'll me Till', ' 

'Then' -hi^ low Vdiee was uhini-.l stern--'you must do 

tills.’ 

' .'Nnsihing -anything ynu t'il me ! 

'\\lieii 1 gii V'lU must get mill lied. Trv'In riSs!. Ive-ep 
t he w indi iw I ipi II.’ ' ^ 

' h’l s, anyt lung, aiiyl Ijing ! 

'Direelh' yiiii liear It uedelI,i nnoiiig. direelly he finds 
tin l.ii’ih'. and eani In.'O' liiiji eall mil gs i tji tiv h:ile,inv. 
I^peak t'l him hef,ire ans' niie rise oai.'.i 'I "ii kinov neithiiig. 
But \shen he ti |]s ymi, m.'d;e hin. iiinlerst.ind that vnii must 
get a^^av. tli.'Ll \iiu eaii’t he mixed up in sin'li a tning. that 
lie 's imt til gii t" ihe I'AMi till ymi are gdiie. He ’ll liiider- 
Btuml. And- ymi must tell liini he will ha\e iiiuiiey.’ 
l)i,i|'ires f( It phs’sii'id n.'iiisea. 

‘ I ’ll Settle it witri him I,iter. It’s tlje only tlyng to be 
done. Then you must go,_,on f'jot down Ihe slype till you 
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roach the road. The inutior sludl fetch \Viu. My man bludl 
be Ihtre. G<) back to Rome at once.' 

* ‘ M_v tliTn^js ! 

Can vou carry the dre.ssini.,ocasr with von ? 

‘ Yes f Yes ! ’ . 

' Give Tin- tl*L' baw iinev. [ 11 tab'' it w illP me. And my 
man will manaye abenf it. Don't tlunk of all tha^. Trust 
to me.’ lie toucTcaT Ic r sleeve. ‘ You iiius*t get this into 
the difisiriLT-case.’ , 

■ 7'es ! Yes ; ' 

‘ .And no’4 • ’* 

' Mv thii^^s ! .Mylhinoej' 

Ce.eare Went to«the wiintPe,'., ,au(l et.Hid there in silence 
loe>kiny out iPw.ards the' |ier_el;i, uiiiftr wbieh lav the eeirpse 
ed .Ml'nt’jtruie pT while Di'luno Giruet intu the bay the few 
tbings die linj brmiedit v'.iHi IcT fidin Ibuiie. If' did nut 
offer til lielji lier. [fe ,li^ 11 (I hfi|; ,a t fill'. Sdinetlimy 
wt 4 hin him teld tnoi jiiet then t" |el her ali.rie, Hia dark 
faee wa^ grin: and o t. ,\i this nio^nenl lie w,a. raying 
aya*niit the f,ale almdi had turned llii, niylil iiito tragedv 
and feal'. 

■ Tliey are iy I 

Dijofes wav wliiyiiTiny. ffe Inrind, benl.Vhiil the' bay, 
t(II d: it up anfl te y, d |( ^ eiyhl. 

IVo'.v I Inl^^l yo. Dll V"U iiuite nmi' I'stand ' 

' Yea ! " A'e, : ’ . 

I '11 yet Te^ek to ]Ji Cue eel 11 ' ho\v. Thai V.a ifk t be di Hicnl t. 
A’ou had befter ye( niit in 1 tunic and t.'d.e tlw I'n^t taxicab 
N'citl SOAi to til'' palaG'-. M iiiaii si tid'I ’s 

gone wrong with his inaehine, and I hat Iw hiw tn niaki.' you 
gCt out and ehangi*. T' 11 lli i^edi fn] I hal 1 11 I’rinentino — 

shall coniiMUniefttj' with liiin at ipiee, ||e wdl understand, 
l^'cw'—ite inaij’.^a tneiVeiVeut til take h'-r m Ins anus. 
Sl|e shrank liaek. , 

Feff%-but*that wonian ! ' she wlii iiired. 

‘ W’omaT I ’ 


' Here ifi thv lij'usc ! 

Benedetto is her father. ^le 'll sre to her.' 

‘ flirt if she gets up lirst ! If she liinls limi 1 

I do'a* ^ * 

‘ ScQfn to be tlsleep till she ’calls h er father. 


Wliut shall 
Then you 
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must g(_t him ahsnfc before lie got'S to the teju'ii. The gri_-at 
thing is til make him understand nltnut the mom y. Thm 
he’ll silniiei- his daughter, lint you irnist iln that.bcfuve 
either e.f th' ni has any oiyimtunity of talking. If I con'd 
stay and- —' ' 

‘ No, no ! (so now ! (io ! ’ 

III md\ ('d towards hr-i’. 

' No, no ! ’ . hf whispoi'i d sharply. ' Not rimv 1 ’ 

His brows earne down fill hisyW' s 'i nhiio t erai'.'ealrd. 
Theii he lifted the bag and lefi the room without um.ither 
wi^rd, Dolores Went to the I'l eiieli w indoev..and, looked out. 
In a moment she sa^v the dim ligure ci f Cl safe bid; iw, alking 
sliu\ly and • oftK'. his right arm lifti d, the bag agaiiist his 
shoulder. 1)\' the mio’ nieiil of hu head she kai \v he looked 
U]> at her. He d' seiiidiik the .shi]iing |'ath till he rraidied 
the pdint where it turned abiiytls'. ."she slnidderial. Sl.e 
knew tliat iiow Im s'.as'.-ti'g to lie (saps.e He did not go 
into the ]iergola, but dese(.ndiil to the' h.ft. and was tak ii 

li\’ the darknes> anniMg the oIi\ a.-t Te<o, 

As he' disa|ipeared frem her sieht Doli.ris felt a g^'eat 
horrisr e>f utter hiueliness wivn p nea r In r- I'pirit. ,'khe shrank 
away f”om the' NsiiiiboN. 1’ hind le r was tje dpi u door 
bet\'>eeu the Vll'st III llrddlil alal the s 1 11 i 11 - rodln. I'leydlid 
that, slid kne'\'>, was I Im dpeii Ereiieh r'.mddw leading to 
the outside ste|is. ,She \Mls alnidsi mit of dodis. V.liat 
proti (' 110,1 had s||, a.'ainst the ntedil and--it? .She saev 
MontebriiiidC bldd.l hot and e'xli.'m-?-d eyo^ legarding In r 
with I lit I li -d s, 'I'll 111 1 . .She sa \s' the '.s 11 nkles nidi'ing Viiisily, 
like lu'ing indi'. idiiah I id , e,n hi s don eal f, ii'ehead. ' p lie saw 
his hanging imekered I'h'-el.s, his drodpiug lips. She heard 
his \alice diit tie I'e in tic d irkiv'ss '-ayiue. Tin re is not mindi 
rooiii 111 life for pit\'.' .\nd sic f, ll s||.l, yi'h repulsion and 
dread. Vet at lust il.'' il.'Uid not go inlo tic sittigg-rooi'n 
to shut the wiiiihu',. She sat on. tic ,(lgd of the' bed, wjth 
her hands lighlly clenehed, lulening, waitii'.g. Nliw sic 
wisliial alniiist that shediad imt let ( i sare' gii. He was ready 
to sta\'. He was unafraid of ojiinion, of_ sigind.d, rif con¬ 
demnation. .'\h ! but he \sas a man, and heed In r. And 
slie was u woman, and did imt lose him. Hoev she hated, 
abheir'^cd herse'lf at that moment ! She felt sick because she 
was alive, bccau.sc such a woman was ah\ e. The abrupt 
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intrusion into this and lonely plaerf inti") this dead hour 
of the uiL'ht, of oui-Avluiiu she kii'-ov, aiii.l of wlioui iustiiic- 
ly sip;' *]iad alaas's li*en .afraid : the mystery of his 
jireseiice, of liis iiLee|illeahle and frijlilfid aetion, seeined*ir) 
luive shTikeii the S'lyl ■ if hiU' <ml > dxi^i'eei' ei of maiii.a in 'wlii'.’h 
it had loiiu l)e ■'^t d NSelliiiu- She f..|f 111; ■ one wh'S h\' a violiuit 
blow lead been iic>l slupued, hut reea^led lo her ti'fle M-]f. 

IL-r true S''If ! • itfi ena l*e<'eal nx ! M.aen.'t* !*■ eeal rix ! 

Ihi^JliL- f .-ar of tji' d'seljiian inereae''(_l upon le r till she 
Could no loiieei' r.'iii.ain re sh ■ w.a^. And, inatirty an 
ini ' iise e fhy'ti.;tho will, elie stole into 111'' dark si 11 i iiL'-rootn. 
The nieht^iii' niel lea .at tie \sindo','.' like a walileT wlio 
knew*what sh" h%l d’ni". 4 t fell at Imr faee -oii'elv with 
linyei's of tlip blind lli.al are ('Ves—‘puekly sis' diew the 
wiiidow*J ow arW 1 Ir v, and "fl I-^s.'ci i r. d il. d’lieii she Ihad 
b.'ir'k inlo I he b'di'o.iiii, .'^Niflh' sh'' ealli-i'ed looi tiler the 
lllinas th.'ll h'l'lliued hi ff"!' ^ I'e ^ *1 ISO ea-^e. Sll" must Ije 
r'A'ulv to slarf dn'eelK' she h.id -.ii'.ken '.'.alh Meiii'detto. 
Sh" <lht*her h.ur. ^ , * 

4iyl .all the lime Ihe d'ird mall '.sas n'.iIIi ler, attrutis'c 
to \^hat she was doiiiu, a" if h-' had tra\"lled far to keep 
ss'.iteh about Ji"!' lh.i,t ii;_'ht. W h' li at l.'i^t sh'‘ ha*i e\ ''riy'- 
thinai'eadx' sh" l■b^\'ed t'e-,,1^,' ,'ilid Col nilotie(l. JJnt she 
left tils- lam'i biiriiiiic. ■'^he bed le.l Ih" .'onras'e to put it 

out .'.all hoiich sh" k I ie\s w . 11 i I oi i k | b. i -.or I o do so. The 
liL'hl iiMfieated w.'ilo fuliiev', to aiix ^ii" \\ Im loolp d at tie- 
mil. Sh" cAl oul :md elo-o-d III" wiiido'.v ofi Ihe bedro.mi. 
•Siirelv thro.isdi tlm shulters tie' liLdil eonid not peiietrati;', 
Thd tt,'i',i, dTreeJl'.' "h ' li.'id donej'Jns, she Was afraid shr' 
niiedit not heiar ll ii'd'tto slirrine oiiUidr- in lie- momiiu'. 
.'iinl sh" reopi'tioT 'he wmdo^w a<itlle r.ay. She must pnl 
out the hwhl, .She 1'. ;dlo d lll.'lC, Rut still she he,|t.'Lt(‘d. 
.^he knew wliat tip; dark \foiiliT Urmy. For iieailv ten 
n^nutes she’' stood hr' tl^e |.im[) ahs'ays listeniiiy, alw.avs 
stris'in3,aftef the- iK'cs'ssary eoiirays'. 

'idieiijkbird ultei'L^l a faint eall yiitsid.'. In-1 antly she 
turned oirt thy lam]). Treinbling slw felt her way into bed, 
and drew the elothes about Ifrr. 

If Benedetto did not cornel If Uo were not the first 
person to finel thh botly ! A peasant yisiny to work,miyht 
coiue it, ot see it from flic slope : might go into the 
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town, might bring’up the nuthe)rities before she could do 
anything. She would be rjuestieiTied. There would be a 
scand.al. She he.d known Meeitebruno, She \vould ha\;e 
say so. She would be asked why he' was there. ThiyV 
we>uld think slie must ‘''aciow. Kee ry Reaper would }.)e full 
of the matter. <■ ILr name, the an-iesers she ,gpse, everything 
would be'publisheil find lend b\- cu'ere one. 

^V1 iv was M mtebruno I le re ? 

That \s!us the I liing iiiexpheable, , 

.Viid'why 1 lad he eoiiie lii this lonely place* tei kill himself ? 

Jtolore.s eoiild not lind ;i reason, but Ig r* instinct told 
her that Mont ebruuo's pr' eeliCi; fit (tle\'ano w;ie iKit for- 
luiteius, tluit it mint be eonne(;te(l \Mth ,'ie‘rself and Cesare. 
She felt positi\e (,f llir,, aiid of this only. dil»e defid nifUi 
hiul klH'VMt IIh'V If'En. He had followed them, why 

she did riot know, .\nd I len he, had kill'd hinisi If. M’hw? 
What Could sindi an riekha\;‘ I'i'do with he]we|f ,and Ces.are' ? 

Se>melhing seeiii'sl to whii l round in h'i' le ad. She ,sl)ut 
her eves. Sle; lav \'er\' still. 'J’he wonl-. ' Mugn,, Teeea- 
tnx ’ forne'd tlems'bes in jiah' eelliiii ■ dg.d with giale 
flanie-hke bhc' liefore h-i' shut eyes. She rend tle'm dili¬ 
gently till a lM' viiess fell Mil h'T eV' hib. and she knew that 
the dawn haiheonie. 


'Hen eh'' opened le r eyes, and waited for tic sound of 
stepe in t le' inn. 
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the French window, stood Ixick against the Venetian shutter, 
Ifaie.d forwmrd uiel lookid out. 
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After \vaitiri!7 for t^V() nr ttirio' rninntt.* slie heard a ste'p 
outside, aru^ saw Heiesletto yawnini,; and stretching as he 
cAiiie very slowly from sofins hack ri'eion of Hie irm. fje 
wMk'.d directly towar<is the' {iere,,|a. Itolores drew i|uite 
away froniHhe opei^iny of the aiHiTiw helnnd the shutter. 
Ahiio.st iii'^tiuill*'she heard a ery, ' (;< ,u M.u ia T ( iesu Maria ! ’ 
'Idle' seeoiiel time it ,\ea:* k*ud. She tRiUedit of what C<esare 
hael told her tei elo, wi-nt, out eiu tic- haleotr,- jdy a^ sic wa,s, 
]eaneel*.ea r, tuid ealh d in Italian : 

‘ Who 's theje' ? ' ♦ 

‘ GeSU M.wia •• Mad 01111:1 ! Madonna'- 
W^o 's t4iere ? What isjl " What 's tic nialtiU' '' 

I hr V( kee si iun<htd shrill in^cr ears. Iknedet I o appeareel, 
raisina his anfis. 

‘ M.ad> inna l Mad' inna ' ' _ 

•He came under tic lialeoj\' eesi iculatmo, ^vilh a liorrilie'd 

expri ession npi m his face. 

* .Nla'loima mia ' ' Ic cried, looking str.aiytit up at Dolore.s 
\sith liotTi his arms lift' d to/.^i-.ls Ic r. « * 

‘ Wh, what is it k ' 

‘ Ve'nga ! ^^"'ne.'' 

.Sic hurri'/d •ae'. a\' tlir'Cieli He sp | nic-ri "'in. tr\'in» to act 
evilh'Jlt, thilikim,;. .\s sle- '.Ic l.ice'. That sh'' \s as 

woii'lei'ina ali'iul Hi'- \\''yiaii, I in 11111 la. \\ he 'hd .he not 
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white cnt, which had pri-ssed njj::iiiist Cesave, lying stnrk, 
with its head re ar the hand lhat had strangl' d it.. 

I Aft'aavards sh'.' knew that it w.as the Mglit of the defi.d 
bt ast whieh had lasla la T into a suit nf viuleiit d,'del'inina- 
tiun, rusi'inhling .'.tr' iigl h. ‘ 

Sin' sj'i/aa i 1 ha id' 11' hs arm. 

('utne li'T'.' ! ' shi' Said. , 

W li' iL fh'y W'T'- unt uf slelil nf tin" Ouijrse she saiij : 

‘ \\dier'-’s yniir danglil <'V ? ’ < 

‘ Cinne tn Ln t inllL ill 111'; tuw'll.’ 
f' V'r\' W'H ! Xu\', lialuii tu what 1 urn guing tn say, and 

nbrw nw stri 'tly ^ti-wtly, ynii’ nnilvrsta|id 1 ’ ' , 

' Sigiii iia ! ' said 1 ell' I h f I u, luu|. i ng aV li' T with a sudden 
atna'/'iii' iit, whieh shuW'il li'T that his mind ha.d f'T the 

f 

n'l'ani'iit 1 1 f t 11 1 '• (1 eai 1 n lai^ ' 

‘ 7’nu ha\ e gut lu dn s' ‘iiwl hyig f'T nw ! ’ 

* t 


(ifM'i'id; x\xi\’ 

A wr.r.K lal'T. r'.hi'Ti all tlw Italian ]ia]ii rs v.^u'e still full ut 
the suiei'h' uf Maivh' se Muntibfiiiiu, HuluiS's rieiaw'd tiie 
fulluwing iiute, ill'.' e|i\eli']ii' uf v'.lia'li 1" u’e t ne pustniark n( 
Tnrinn : < 

‘ If vuu <'unliiin'- tu S'!• Hun (''eare t'anlti aluiy, vnur 
husband will be infurfi‘.''l that _\uii v.'T'- with hinr at Casa 
'rnisehi, (tl'Waiiu bi'iiiaiiu, un th'' iia. iil uf S' 'pt'liibi r the 
t \^ I II t \'-ai euln I. \1 1 a i|ut r prei ,f I if till s e.Msts, and is in ni\' 

Iiands.— h. M.' ^ ' 

1)' 'lures kii'\\ at niiia' that thn ni>te eanie fruti'i Ih'inpess 
Muiieelli. Slw r'sad it in tlw evening. In« the ,\t.nrning', 
wh'‘'n thi; jmat had is'iiw. slw had l'^''l.i d ipnekly tri see if 
th' re was a h tt'r frum d'h'". On linding tluTewas imt slw 
had left all her letters nn the writing-table in Iwr sitting- 
rnnm, and had goiu' nut to spa nd u hang day 'svith Lady 

Sarak. 

Since the visit to Olevanb slw had felt "afraid to l;)e alone. 
( 
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Indeed, sint'C her abrupt ri-turn t(.i Paffizzo Barboini she 
haxl been })er])efnally t n('Oin])asM'd b\- fi .iv. 

.She lifwl *dii sidl'd h ,'.t, Jispite all that had been done, 

^ -f 0 

Tk ni de.ttii should spi ak ; or lliat, if la was cireunispset or 
greedy ^in^ULdi to 1^'op sik id, In'* flaueldor sieeild be h.ss 
wars'. And lylrr loivor-, ao-aikd ler. '4’hore ssas the 
ehauffeiir who had b^ai^ht lar fioju Itoriio to •(.)]< \ atio. 
What waa to ]>ro\-Fnt Inin fiom reteoippme Y Or the 
anthologies gt <)|o\-yiio mie^it liiul md for t lioiiiool\-os that, 
she had stayed al i’e-a 'I'ru-v'hi I hat nielk and liad s'flnTshed 
nivst'-riouslv flt^lAwn, ()n 1 ho ssay iIo\mi 1o I ho road, af^er 
h'.T int(sr\lew ssilh lionodillo, eho lia<l inot only oia- old 
man, *gentlo-eyod*. siiiTliny, ••oni t'ou Ho had offorc il to 
carrv InT (h'o'»sina''-eaao. Sle' had i|ineld'e rofusod. Hut slu' 
had that^kod Inm. foreod u Mnil^ to hor li|ia, anxioij, -she 
seareolv know wh'\', unk ^a il^ssaa I hat at I ho inoiuont i lw was 
a eras (sn- I o loas'o a good iifi pri^ noim [ion Inin. 

J’hat old mad ! nnehl ho not I. I1 Y Would Ins not be sure 
to till of 1 ho iiis'al oT'ioiis /Y/s.-e;.'/n \'.illi,llio Inirdou wlnfhad 
Coii^g ]o linn throiiLdi tin' o|i\a-[roos Y It so, iin d In 1 )o|,ims 
ini] lossilill- that hiT prosoiioo al tli,. inn shoiilij not boeoine 
k tnos n in fin - town of ( iha a im ; I hal . if |1 did 1 ioe, 'iin-J^.iiown, 
tin- fai't should Imt s'ot inloi*ho in;\\ spa pi rs In eouin otiou 
\Mt h tho snle^lo i_if Mo[il 1 1 irnin ,. 

N«\'ertIn loos a, \slioio weok had paa'',y, and, ao far ns she 
kinssv, t bore had not boon a hint of ajiy ssoman Irf ing Con- 
lioistod with* tins trae'iah'. 1 ])on tin' liod\' of ktonl, 1 u luio 
had bisoii foftnd a papor, wriUou by him. iii wineh ho had 
Coldh' fiat'*d 1 hal his doidh ssoiiM 1^; s 1 f-inlliofi d, and that 
his aetiisii Would Ims owms' III hw I'l o. lit eoiiiph to ainl linal 
mill at file Monti-/'ai'lo L'anil^hne^i abh ,, 'J'in n- was tlnsre- 
fore no ([iii'ot ioy j if mnid-r in ei<miiot|,,n with his doath. 
I flit tin- ]ia]')oi* had ■>o|e, d f ho•el n*r.'4 a'.I oin dn inn t I hat it 
slr^uld h;I\'is lakon plan,' \sj'i To it (lid. .\ tasnsib dri\ar in 
»Hoiiio Iti^l st.-fti'd that MI ii 1 1 obi I u io had ene.'ngod hnn on tin'' 
das' of tli'i tragodv. aftd had oKh I'l d ^nn to drieo 1)\- I’.ales- 
trina to Sirliiaeja. From Sulnaeo Monlobnino had loturned 
to Ole'.’aiio in,a earriag,- wifh one hors, b\- iimdit, after 
eisit’.ng tin-* .Alln i-L.r,, ]), U' sXiiioin-, whi.*i'e he Inni written a 
letter, lie had paid and dismiss.d tin' dri\or in thiiroarl 
not far fiofu the fVlbergo Koiiuf. .Vftiawards he had been 
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to the Rnina, Ful only for a \ rry fow niinut' S. The land¬ 
lord had not known ns ho Ir- \\a^. Tie had oi’df'r' d a eiip of 
blpek roff'.e .and a yl.ass of brandy, had drunk tfe rn quii'kly, 
and had inine dnat'ly loft f||o inn, l^’roin that moment, 
untd he. bl^ly ',s ao foifnd at tie' onti'aneo to I lio ' ju.-rijfola, 
not hill o .aa kn'ow n of he. aol a a i\. E 

ISul as the da\s liaij eoiio b\' IIh- fo.ar of 1 »o|oros, mstoad 
of sutoidino, iiad inoi'o:o-o,l. And she' kli' w- lead she' neit 
ktiown from llio booninma'khat it esa. a fom- e'diOae seat 
was dn IvT o'un eo[|.oi, neo. Aho \s;ie afraid, yos, of eon- 
sonuoiieo,, of :i hidooiis |Mil>lio||\n of oM'V'ir riiin. \7'hat 
woman is not '' Hut bohind all lie' uetly, lie' ('ojimioii, fie.'irs 
was olio er' ab r Ilian I le 'in , I -le ■ y 'od \' oman s f. 'iir of the 
other vsoiiian '.'dio hail Ioim 1 ho dood. 
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looked upon le r, mu-t kii'os. ' And de' felt as it Lady Sar.'di 
wi'i'e' too remote fi'o’a ;dl sin |o f.no'w, as if the Htmosphere 
of sir-iple yominess in whii'h she' habitually ino\'e'd must 
keep her from knowleelye urdess she were tolei alFthe truth. 
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Lady SaVah had welcomed h'T, ius slw always did, warmly. 
She had never hist her ^ern/re, .^e fur Dehires. She had never 
resente d J)i>l ores’ ri'Serea; \vith Iwr, a leserw- vhieh liael suc¬ 
ceeded that nionieiit of re\a la! ion diL the Idiwiei, and riw 
few inr^iulsi\'e words spoken I 41 tne tin- hpiisewarminy 
dinner in *l’alaizo VhirlMiini. Eut slie hedjelt surjirise at 
the dilijtence efith Nvhi^h Iteh.ies no'.v soiie'lit her iwit. And 
she had not faihsl Eiwiotiv tic pi-euliar terroi;vhieh Dolores 
nov e^'idently hml of liemp aloiK . 

Somethin!;' was ee ry vi'ofie. 'I'h,* elder v'oman ewi;* sure 
of tliat. Sh()» felt avif etioii, tiiriih'il, Indd'-n distress, when 
Dohires v;fs with ler. Eiit Iheiedi Dohae^ c;ime to fter 
dav 1*' da\*1hev i^nlv talk' d.of iii'lilf' I'eiit I liiiiti a iih a .antiv, 

# ■ ® I 

w il h fri'ndJii^' ss, hilt \',i11ioul ' V > n Ije- :imouii1 of frankness 

V hieh ouer hai^ i-sxi h'd 1" I ' n t h' m. 'I'li' \ \ l ati d sichts. 

Thev luiTehi d at thi' Constant ii^s 'I'le \' so nt one d.a\' a 
• - ^ '1 

|on£r time in tlw \ illa Malta Euhlli'V W're nessT realiv 
intimate diirm? tlaar ini' remir'e. 

*r,ad\' ,Sarali was \s r\' i h i nsal ■ 111 m mi I. She \mi , ine.a^nkili' 
I if I a k 11 ly ael ii in t' I f' 'I'ee a e. .ti I Id'' nei 1*1' m 1 ai 1 o| h ■. .Soni' - 
timesT seeri'tlv, slm had alni'id Main'd Imiai lf for lliis. Slv 
was not snri' that sh'' dnl imt d'sir'si' Mam'- mov. Two 
SI 11 ; ill ineid'idA v 111''ll ' lei'in I'l ' h 11 'l ii'/ I li'' I a-. I * ii'k sp'i'iallv 
troiilfl'-fl h'r# h'or 'la' lli'iiislil Ilea indn'al' d a dmloss 
Ihal^mnst 1"' e. .nii'i'l''1 • 1 ', il h llm ' ry d''p'a-.l thmys of ;i. 
ImaH tiiei Iia1 «re, * ^ 

TliiriiiL' h'*]' \i'it vilh D"l"r's i., (he ^'illa Vfatt'i- vhieh 
l)o|or''S hail,Ti<W'r ft'-f'ii'i,' s's II (.S'lv .'^arah hi] h'r lo lie' 
\'»ajk I#. i^'lriohiiiL' 111'' \'ie\\ p. lie \lhan moiinlains. d’h'a’ 

sal d'lssn loylhtr on tie- ..I' n^s'sl as'ainst lie' i>ar\'en 

s^ireojiliaens, h'lejith lie' small IjMli'. \'.hi''h lh''r's easts a, 
p;ileli of shade. Aiel lies' tall.'*il 'lumlK' lo (ai'h ol h' r. 
.V that IIP im»'i*l *D'T'I' , s'' ge'!•!'^s s.'el. h di lr'"^s. (^ 
lhan iis'ihil. Tim jft.tt''' of Mi'' h'aiitiful aiili'iU'' y'ard''n, 
p'lllmj^s^ laidd' Ileal' lefiel on ler spirit, I'lip pre'.'-ntly 
sh'- lurimd le r le ad !•> loi'l. :il lie' sa 1 eop]lae 1 m. ' d’le re 's 
some! hiiiy^s ril ti'ii her'' ! ' -Jie and. ' t\ hal is il, I woiehr ? ’ 
.'Vnd before Liuls" Sarah eouht ye ah, ;de' r' ad aloud : ' i^ui 
San eri dis,-><rrei'a roi xuni^ disacjiuli d<ile cose 

di Dill.'* Instantly sles yot iiii from tie S'at. ,She made 
no ('tsmne.^t on tjm words. ]!i«t it Si:''m''sl to Lady Sarah 
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as if sIr' fled fr^ni tlioin, like one disturbed, or even 
terrilb'd. 

Til <: Si cond incidcid \^lli('h Siuliv iinjiress'd L;idv Sarali 
odemT'd nil a Sunday aft' rnm-n. Dnl iiri-s and shn haa taki'-n 
a \valk an Ur' I’ineii>. n On tlu ir vay hnnic, as tlR'V drew 
in'ar til the ctiU''eti nf I lir SaeTe L'ecur. I/idv Sarah was [no\’ed 
te say : ' ' 

‘ ltd Vail I'l nii'-nil'i' r anec, u lany ^^hi'^ ••'lya, I asked 'V'au ta 
eaiiie ta ehlireh \\itll HR' lli'l'e' V 

' 1 *ld \'an Y 

' \'e,s. And yaii answareil that yau wera ■abliyed ta go 
ta "1 ta at t hi ■ b.xe' I har w il h Vaunt as. Maeeara.’ 

‘ I ri'inaiiil ii’T. I t'-as ana;,^.,.,| y, 1,, t.' , 

' Van araii't ta-dav S' bad',' Sarali ask.'d, sniiling. 

*■ but si la ls| l' I i n b a) I II ■ ! ’ 

’I’haR Wal'a IlaW 111 ffallt hf tl|a cllUrah. 

■'I'li' ii waii't yali (s.uia in w fi h Ilia liada\', and Ir ar the 
nuns sineina't 

1 > ilaisa hasitiit I d. In lei' larya, dark eyes T,ad\’ Sarah 
siireK' saw a eauihal Ijatiteeli ajiya,.(aJ fe'aliiiys. liut at 
ki.t slia said : 

' Varv va II ! ' 

liar \ aiea \sas la\',, aiid Iv r niaiiier Ivsiraly raluetant. 
Ah't sha iiiaiintad 111' l'|i, \sith a 'luiekuiss that saaniiul 

alneat i-aLe r. And taealle r tie aiilci-,',! tha ehureh .,,1 as'k 
saat s 11 uk a at 111' 1 M a],, and 1 . iia' k d i he,'. 11. 'i le' s. r\a<'' had 
alread'.' baaun. 'I'li'- ai-aan. ylaead in tha r.' llary bUnnd 
tle ni. i.aundail saftlw A ealni, and a \'i ry pure music 
jM-natratail thraiieh tha ilim ehuiah, in w laan ,,s,i nia.,v 

Valina le arl S af ahlldl'an ha\ a fi'|| ( h' ir liiat aa.fa.ii S (if 

aspii atian, ha\'a gaiia fie'i'.ard, ilh rayavant. Vet alurast 
aliiaraiis feat tawal'd. 1 h' idaal that a\ar ri eadrs. 

And tle n tha nuns saiiR si'fliy. 

'riiei'i' Were faw p'.i)i|a m |ha ehure'li. Xi'i aut eaini; in 
nr went aut, as aflali happ' IR. disturbing i the' yvaeis |,f 
warsbippai's. And bad,’ Sarah fai'gst llaliiras, fiii’geit the 
halir af ie r life. .Sle- was Isn'k 111 the' [Cist vil h If 1 ' elilldrell, 
with the two girls ha had difd. 

She was ri ('allied by a hard, law sound. She listened. 
She heard it again. It was a sati, a.nd caine from Daleires, 
who at tliis luuuicnt got up (juiekly fruin her ^knees and. 
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without a lorik or word, went out of th<; e+uirch. Lady Saruli 
followed, and found her on the stops. 

'hherti ,\s>re no toars the eyes of Dolores. As Lady 
.^aralf came to her she said : * 

‘ 1 ietif Lady Sallv, do plosso sl;*\»I I 'in so s‘-UT\’ to ha\(‘ 
disturbed you.* But llw olnireh is too airV'o for in<.'. It 
made me feolfjinlo ill^es if I wore bi iiisr ehokeil .•fimoi,t. I 
mustn't yo thoi's.atiiin. (loMil-byo. I 'm sorry,’ 

B\'«i movement in her biin' throat I.adv Sarah saw that 
anotlier sol) was l■oIll^ly. Slio tuiaiod sharply and di-*c<?ndod 

tlio stoiis. r: • 

.\nd Latfy Sarah woni li.ird: to tie- oliureh, and while rhe 
nuns Jane ?of(|y ho prav' (T^or tho soul of 1 )..|.-,|s s. 

She pra¥e<h linl sir' did not .■l^k k*o!or's why le r [uayors 
\S'ero so iorelv Jioi'di (1, 

Hail sLo stood b\' Dolii^i s now, and I'oad I ho \Ni>rds of 
Frineoss Maneidli, slw w ailW ha\o kyown v.liw 

.'If \'ou ooidinuo to soc Doll Cosai'o ('aiolli akaio yisur 
husband will bo infonnod llyil ou w4 ro vsilh Inin at t'as.a 
Trmijii, <)lo\'ano Ikenano, .m llio tnebl of Sopt'inbi r Ills' 
t\\oiil \'-ss'<.'ond. Aljo.lulo proof of this exists, and is in mv 
hands'.—L. M- 

Diflof os rs'nd ths' iiofo auaiii. Still koopjny it in h'-r hand 
sho ^at dosvn on tlr- sofa? whioh \sas plao. il upp.isito p. fir- 
Lonba^'ll^port^'ail . tin Ihw sofa ',||o I*i:i,| sat w lAll Cosai'o 
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roloiitiiiLr and Asfpotual, that»sho had oi\on small hosd to 
her hi 1 ' l\ . . 

Prine(»ss Mancolk openly threalsiied Iior. Bribery, flight, 
subterfuge,^ lying n. such had be'fi Iwr portion since her visit 
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to Olevano. Tlii' pult^r li.id ncvived her. ,‘Vnd now a 
sword was snspi iid' d alMivc Iht la ad. Slic ri ijk inbcred 
what Cl■^ar(■ had tuld laT in tin' pardin ,at Cad'j.alibia, and 
sht^ undiT.^loi'd tin- Princiss fully af last, Tla' Princrs;^ 
had suffiT'd .t'rribly, akiliH'W sla' was ii' ar ti> ciw'Miy out. 
Put why did Hot sh's nw' I'lit V Why did nul, sho jilas'" tha 
jij-oof of oshioli sh' in flu- luyids of .tdr d'himlorc? 

W hy sin luld sh" \'. ait ? , t 

ItoloT'rs fl it that Ihi i'o was .a ri .lmih. Sh" <won felt that 
it war a ;i ob\-|i m . ulna Pul sh' 'I'oiild in 4 IIml it. .\inl now 
it Si'i'iin'd to Inr thal it \sas h'T nuri'nis» phvdcal lUiiLiist’ 
\\'lfli:'h minli'r'd In r si ly ,id, ami s' i yi’i \ i nt' d In r from niakiny 
t In ■ \'| IW si n 11 in ■ di ■ I s a. ■ aw'. , ' ' ■ 

Was sin- m'liiy to br;alv do'a n |i|iws|n:i||\' binavii'n i,f tin'-* 
orui'l sti'ain sin- had In mi 111id' rmu1 1 a. a Orain whin'h lhi^ 
not" bi-sidi' In r imas ,i ' d ? ' 

'I’ln'o Would bn mauiiyi ban|, ' • a's siioii. Iln niiidit arn\'(' 
an\’ da\' nowa .Sh" did m 4 \'. i .h In I "■ ill \'. In a h's lanma 
1 Icsw \'> I iiild sin • nn ' t 'I'In " ? > 

Her [ih\'-liail dl IS III I fi III \'. a ^ 11 n as . as i n a". t tl', ]mrh.aps 

In.-iaumn h' !' mind \', a . so s|iia''au h, 'In' \sas abln to Ins inol'is 
con - nn am I hai i u - ua I i >f I n nl 1 1 \' I 1 111 n ' 

' Put \s hat ilo tin y I iiat 1 1 r V f sh" ■ .ml to Inrs' If, w 11 li a s, ,rt 

of aiiL'i'r. 

Whal IS Innhly dnns ai I fi ift win u Ih" luiml is li' Id f;ml in 
unaumh ?M .'s| i" t n i).d n - a 11 n al Ihnm'l'.bul \.' 1 1 1 n oi t I a’.my 
)t into h' l- hand. , 

Durinn tin' da_\as .sim-i' Inr I'lurn fisau ()|''V-uio she had 
not S' l n C' s.-Lis'. 1 )ns "I ly '•.In- had anas ■ d al Cn- |,ial.' cn ijl " 
had Wr-all'-n hiin a -Inat note, which sin had |ni,tid h' r-,i If. 
It maintained I h' -.e \',,ird'i 

' 1 )| Iii’t Cl III n ■ I o see nna | ih a .e, till I ask ' oii f - a I want 
to be oiilel fill' a few laS'-.. :Vnd hall uot rccei\e au\' ollt. 
J to not aiisw i-r. 

\j » 

lie had olii'V'd In r. TIi- had m i] ik.inie. and Ins had not 
re|ilied. She did I, lit iw'-u t;miw if In- was in Poima I’m- 
babl\', sin thoUahC he had left Ivouna to make thinys safer 
in Connection \sith the Iraandv of (thw ami. Pist sin knew 
if sin; did not write 'o mn ayam he w ould m lUie. She knew the 
unp' luosity of his nature. 
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Arnoi*(Li; all her niis( ri(.'s n muhII thii^e which trculilc(i fiei^ 
was tliis. She had Icsf her latch-L< y tn the front door of 
the api*rtriniil. She haij laet oe n it when Feoare luiel thnwt 
, it ifito the keyh"].' ,,|i I he ni_dif "f ||i ir return foMii *V ilia 
Medie^i. Prehalilv (h eare h:i‘l»itt Slie had ineaid to ask 
him aljout it* hut m the lurineil ..f ('\s iit* in the last d.ieo 

he lf!id not* i'emi‘iiii»( 11 d to do ^o. I'.een \\||efl they were 

• • 

I ■ leel heT at (dleiUfl* > she ha. 1 li.o ' I’ t Is .iiylit ■ if it. ] Jer milled 
had jiei'ii steailfa-.t lo li \ ' . 1 . 'ii . uw t hi no. .diiie - I like I h.- mind 

f • - % 

of a maniac. And siii.s-sli> ha.l r. 1 m iied to Ivom.’:df had not 
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s.eah .1 the ene. |o|H-, and yol ii[/. Il r mhiilion was to O'-’ 
.out at orie.' and la pol il li i'-'lf., .\nd Iw 1 . 001 ',sal that 
Ihl-. sfmul.l hi' h.'dPi I iiM'ii .■oiiiliiilliieation \Mth F.esar.' 
Iliat,ii*i_dit *iot Im; s'S'ii -..af' I', hy all llw \soi'l.!. 

Ea.'Fi tim.' sh.' .Ii4 s,am tinny sur^'.|>t it num n.iw it .seemed 
to hi. a as. if sh.‘ s.anl'. .h n a I it 11.' . [e. y ..t i n I .> t h.' niu..l. Tim 
sh.s.ik that li.'^.l fee,lit d li. rto Imr trim s. If li.a.l yu'en to h.T 
the yo id nesiniaii's e.ijia.’ite' of mor.al^suff.ainy. The atmo.s- 
phcre*in whi'di ruo t women .■:i|ialile ..f ilomy what^hlm had 
done C'.ii ild liavu breatheel w.lh .'omfort^^^ almei.st .suffocated 
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lu.T. Her instiiiet tn lii'lit liM' wuv uul of it. ‘And now, 
as she rne.\-. (1 to gn nut with tlie letter, sho had a straiiL'C 
sonsutiisn almost m[ roliof, d'hi iir>t thrill of i1m' the^ 

lirsh shuddoT of .a|I]ii’i heiisioii o\'';r, rvas ^ho not ahnetst i^lad 
that tho rrineoss kiio\\ ,'l'le' dnhif ss h:;d now lifted from 
lit-r iniiid, and sh'‘ undeial rn kI rshv Princess anc' Hi did not 
ery out, rviVnld not ery ont. unless la r adnionitidn rvas defied. 
She helieeed no doiiht tied to s])eak rsenkl he to separate 
Dolons from Sir Tla iKkass Ami \'.hat lla n? .f'esar# was 
waitiny.'' Dolores rc aln. d that th< Prima-ss woulel keep 
sih iM'e, pei'hajis for e\ - r, unk ss sH, diiea idinto actifin. 

Tf tfie Pni leess kn< \'. that ^-Im was shnitine the door upon a 
])ast evlui'h t la- w dnian w hom she t houeht sta' w as |)uniihin£t 
rdi'e.'uh' loiiyi'd fi> wipe (U't I If v],,. kne\\' that shenvas help¬ 
ing t he w ornaii she hal'd! Tla n sni'i l\'she • mid speak at 
onee. Put she e',, iiild ue\ ( r kie as, 

W ith Ihe k tf. r III Imi- tepid Iteka' s was ei'ossiiig the 
dra\\ iiig-i'ooni ein lar %va\‘ 1" lie- (k'or, \'.lieii She eeas over¬ 
taken'hy a. slraiiL'e s.n^alioii (,f physie.-il diseomhut, this 
tune aeeeiit Hat ed. IP r lead s\^anl. All alioiit lar Ihe 
room seen a d ahrnpih' to fade, Th'' oiilliias of the furni¬ 
ture grew dirii Pefi.i'- leT ewa d'la dalM,usk-(eovered realls 
sewiyeil as if th' y had no s<.ilidd\', and weis- ]ila\eel iipein hv 
a ind. 

She sank down on the- s'lfa. nieehanieallv erasping *^he' 
leltiT. .Sh ■ fell ns if the oiil\- p:iii of Ip i- Pculd o\a’l' vla'eh 
she had any ptower w ,as tla' hand tied I e Id it. And such will 
as she still possess! d sli!' stri'\'e to direet to that heiial. 

‘ Kes p hold of il ! K!,e|, hi,Id of it ! ’ hi r iniiai w’ln s'avirg 

t'l tla' I'.anel as sla- k t la r la .'ul fall aeaind tla hack of thi' 
Sofa. Sla' shut lar I'sas, I'niaiied still, o'al found herself 
thinking of Nnrs!' .Ti unines, 

‘ I want Nursi' ,Tennny_,er ! L want Niir-s'* .fi'iniina's ! 

Now tla' viiie.' Ill k'r nini!| r'ois aieing that. She had 
ejuite forgotten tla' hand aiel tla' k it' r. IT' r 'nsfii evn.. 
going to he jnstifi' ih It leal h-mi a jiiophetie uistiiart. 
Sla' \'.as going to har e sisriv' severe' ilhu'ss. No ora' hut 
Nursi- Jenning' essmld he ah]! to la Iji her thrisiigh it. If 
only the nurse weri' with la r now ! If only she (a.mlel get 
to the hell, summon Carlino, send him id search hf the 
nurse ! Fuintuess inereased upon her. She felt herself 
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envelopr'^ by it aN by a ganm nt. Tln-il it died away—or 
a'vnv- from In r. Thf tnrmml "f her brain subsided. Slie 
opened Jie^ e\'e\, imi I he e\-i s of tie' old inati in the 

^Mirtbiit. She s.il ;ij», .She stared at thuse painted eyi s, 
eonseii*usjy seekii^'' a inessaei tlir smuI which she liad 

always felt 8) ''xist b. hind Hi in. K'lnwledge seemed 
tromlding at flc' Ihii 'WmM > ,f le r 11 nn. 1, f. ( ling f' >r Sn entrance 
door with handj A4ittt' \aL'Ue, lln-neh I In ■ 4msiwledge itself* 
must he s^irely tj’eiii'ndmix. And the s'ld man regard'd 
her with his i.'Xpi' s.si"n "f^int'UiM' and almost horribl^^ cim- 
plete inteljih And Ins Un\\ said tei herd Wl^at ? 

You do ri"! kno\'.' esnir o'.'.n s' er- t ? 

‘ My si’cret ? ’ ^ih'' ‘Ihoiieiil. ‘ Mv s'-ev' t Y 
The fahit and siekb' v iimiI i'■!i* eis pi ahmit hi'i' aeain. 
but sh^' dii.l 4ii't Sink inl (i Ih'- el"Ui|. Tie- \Mdls did ii"l 
^swav. The iiuthn' s "f Jlw iTimw ;ih,,Mt Iwr is main'd 
distinct. And sla‘ k''pl h'*i' ' ■ >i» I Is- <- \ < s < if tie■ "Id man, 

lj!l thosf' f'-i liliL'' haii'ls f''Uiid lie (l""r. It up' led, ,\ik 1, 
lik' a ^■a\ e, a e' rt.iinfy eiit^a.-'l, II.hi^I' d le r li"art afld le.T 
brain. Sli" hll'l li'li'Wrd I, lee.'. kdci' e, .a al Ih" door. X", 
this was not kiee.vh dg. . Iiaisl knowh de". Impossihl" that 
it couM h" 1 hat. Il w as 11 1 " my si Ks'i 1 i" vl ,i ml y of wi mian, 
ami s"'-ne'i.l far nior'' woiek »fiil Ihaii l.nowl'flc" to Dolores. 

d’he'old rnari li.i'l \^ait'd,alld iiow it was lo led li'Wiard 
o.r pnnishne al ! lIow would il i-oiie' ^ipon te-r wle-n all the 
dti.s WM'.r'' .'f<'eoiiiplish"'l aO'l all 1^" su IT> ii i le's* endured ? 

IJ iW olleln sh'S to f's l ? |)ld eoliseieliC" ,s*](ak? ttdl'.Te 

♦ - 

\\:is the ni»*r.al sens.-? \\ ,e, it aetre"',-' \\,as it si-areliing 

ter oft t.-'lie - Tie- sui'g"on\ 1 .111 f: i n a »sliri 11 king 1 h nly ? 

Magna P-eealnx' Majua I'eeiMlrix’ 

- .Sh" t hop "hi "t lie- Wool ,^hiil, I le ■ - 11 e d to mean V'ly 
little or n(;fhiiey ll''r own Miieljeoa lea- own foreetfulness, 
flow almost i'*o|iny ii.sl om de d- ||,|* JJuL dw leel w.dk'd in 
nightmare e\’er sinei- That shot 1 lad rI mg out under t he [ e-rg' da 
al ()h\y.no. • Sle- had be' n anr.i\ in a world of aliominalale 
shadows. But \\hat*a r-alil) \mis sh'- ww approaching ! 

\ 'ss, m-s,' sh'- loi dvod at tie i di I man. ' ^ "ii liaxa- w aited. 
You will not Ijave to wait nnb'h long' r,’ 

She must' hav',- imaved In r hand. .For lie- paper of the 
note oif tlic sofa fnade a slight ^iois<-, .-\nd she rernwnbertd 
what she Jiiad be<fn going to d'.> when the .ynsation of illm 
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overcanie hor. Sh' fl.id l.'L'fn ^'cuiig to post a Icttcr^to Ccsare 
Carelli. 

A till': of T'(I W'. iit ov( r h'-r ohhcd, tlot^od again. 

Sh'* t(Mik up lh'.' li'tt'T, laid it in h' r lap, looked at the, 
addri a'^. And aa ■'In' liiiiH.i-»l sh'- tri'-d \'i_-ry s'<luseiously to go 
ha'-k, t'l ri1urnfi])"n Ic-r st'-p-,, tc f'^-l i-xactly as she had 
frit wh' ii^h' ha'l wrlll'-ii in it. Iliik sir- roLld nut. All 
' valu'-s s'-riii'-il dipilar-d. Sh'- iL'k' il hrrst’lf wlirth'-r now 
sh'* i'miiM pdst Ilia 1 I'ltiV, whaf attilil'i'- sh'- w/S ti> tak<= 
t'lUanT'.' ('>"-'11-'', ahal 'a a . In la- Ir-r fiitm''.' eniidiu't. She 
fi-ltAi-rrllil\' 'd, aiid iiiialih- tn judy' prnp-rly of any- 
ttiiiig bri'ausi- sh'- N'.ai irr'fve-ealilv i-nU'-'-ii(vatrd nil 'sne 
tr'-iu'-iidnus fhniiLdil. Sir- 'las 0 " Inii'e' I'.afraid nf hcl-st-lf, 
as sill- hail lirrii , \-('r siiu-i('l III- i-pisi id'- at ()li-\'anii„ Tt si-'.-ini,-d 
tn h'-r jiist Ill' ll that sir- "as iiiialil'- tn l.ii- evUier aUaid or 
uiiafrai'l. Sir- sari I" Ir i - if, ' Ir'iri ag" I knew this wniild be. 
Fnii'g agn I full -a" tliisd IJiit 'llr- fi It that she had never 
kii"\',n nr fni’i'si rn it. I'li'- shnel'. nf siirpris'- wivs as intense, 
as ove'rjanW'-ring. as if in strain' ami gni'ling enn\'ietr.nn, no 
unavow'-d pinr|in-'-, hml i-vi-r k d nr nin'sd h'-r. 

Carhiin l.in'-lvi-d at Hr- dnnr bet',n mi llr- twis drawirig- 
r'ai'iiis. ■Sir- ilrl int Ir ar liiiii. lb- kinM-keil again niirre 
liaii'lly, ainl llAn enter, d \s it hesi inr-tliniL'' "ii a s.-dsa-r. He 
eanr- ipiite elnn- tn ])n|.,re., b.-fni-i- sir r'-aim-d that any one 
"as in the inniii wil li^lr r. lint sir-did ir'l start. Shi-<(nly 
slrrleh'-il i^.nt a liaml lleil was nnw '.-ry i-nld 'ainl bin'"-vy,_. 
tel'-grain Ir li.^d brnii-jlil. .\irl as sir- Innk it sir- sai'l br 

herself, ' TIr n.’ 

s\s snnii as barliiin "as gniie di'- "p' ii'-d t h'- feli'-grani and 
ri-ad : ‘ 

‘ Iblslir-sS Iiiir-li lli'-nlt'il,' nbligml stay Oil perhaps 
three nr fnlir l.n --'I'll I .lO I r i|;K.’ . ■ 

r *■ ' 

'rhi'i-'- "''l.s nini'- "illniil 'Idi'ii, 'Fdliniit being'obliged 
t'.i nret his bir.'ld ami enlr-al ''yi->!*' .She wus ei.n-eiriks 
of a sense nf ri Ir f. l,tnt if Then did' nt return, if it were 
known that Ir- "a^ H'll in Ibinr-, "'niild imt Ci sare be alnio.st 
sure to enrne tn tlr- jialaee ? - Sir- must g'l out airl post 
that letter. Tlr.n surely Ir- would not eniir-, -He would 
not darp to risk bringing siseial ruin, donr-stie ruin, upe.m her. 

It was getting late. She'postponed th- Irmr pf dinner, 

' I 



THE FRUITFUL VINE 


+87 


put on hor hat and wt-ut o\_it with the*lctter. She walked 
all the way t" San Sd\'e.stro tn pi>.st it, nio\'ed by a childish 
fancy tlyit^it wnidd g,> saf'-Iy fr"in tlier(' than from any 

imalKr pnst ollic'. Th<'n she t'K.k a fiacre, and ordcred*tlie 
driver til yo to an addri ss in Vi;;i 4o (''arcano outside Uorta 
Salaria, Nur:>f JenniiiL's was Ih'-re at tins,time, atti iiding 
a n(*r\'r)us ea+a an lialiaii lads ^^llllnl 1 tolores k»iew. The 
liorse, a tliin araU i I liaUne animal,* [Ui ibalJ'V half-star\'ed, 
wentydniost at a wallviiiy pae' . ll \'. as if uT niedit wlu'ii lhe\' 

ri'.aehed tin- fiy hiius'-, '.'.Tmli slond iiiyh, s'.ith ]«iL'atc 

road arouni.K't. •] tolona rang and asla d for Nurse ,Tennings, 
after iinpuriiig if I li' ■ mi I -s of t lio leni ,c w, re better, • 
Uneh ^letfi I INis It T^'.a. 'I’lm mirso is le;i\'ing to¬ 
ri n iiT( iw,’ «ai/l t Im \’oimL' fool 111 a n \^i I h a smile. 

He aek'ial lu r to \\alk m, but sh<‘ r. fus'd, and remaim d 
standing ,al t lio dom I n t ■ Im w eTlt to fi t eh lie' iiiirs's Siime 
he hrul spokei i si ii ■ had i oini ■ f. i a s tl' n 1 1 < • i on, If Nurse 

.Teiiiiinys ri'all\' fiss' lo-nPirrow, ,and had no other ea.se 

♦ 

in liar*!, sha, I )o|ores, \',onld aU Imr to eomi.' a\s»\' for 

three weoks, I ill 'I'lmn ratilrind fi'oTii Isngland. W hat a 
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‘ T dll sure I Would bo \i ry glad ti*. W hat is it ? ’ 

She li-armd foVisard a httl<r. 

‘ You 're not ill ? ’ 

DoMres, rnoverl by a strange impulse, put her face close 
to the nurse’s. * 
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‘ Tell me, do I lord, ill ? Different ? ’ 

' My yinxliii .^s I But any one wuuld think you \\ished 
me te> say yrs ! ’ 

‘ 1 only want the truth.’ 

Xur,>e Jciininys studied, tjie face of Delores fur a inoment. 
Tie II she said : , 

' 'riLer<.' fui’t uiueh liylit lu re to yoj.iy. I?jit you don’t 
■ luuk fu me 1 |uit<s,uatlira!. And \sli:it is itryuu want ? 

' Mv hu^liaud is iu IsiiLrlaiul fur tlin e weeks. I wantkrigo 
awa\', <lu/t I wuii't gu aluii's If yuu are frew will you come 
Nr itll 111'-, ju d fl U I lire<s eeks Y 

Sfi' lai<l Iu r hand uu tlw nurse's arm. 

‘ I waid \ uii, I rMiid yuii \ ery hadlv Tu ee-iue.’ ' '■ 

' I'm glad lu flunk ltd 'm sure Lady Camiyii:*e.’ 

Sh' jiausid. 


‘ Well 

, 1 d. 

■ n't see 

' w 

hy 

I in 

/ , 

1 , ^ 

dug 

s.'iid. 

It w nuld bu' 

rjuite 

a 1 Ti at. 

Aru 

1 \S heU' 

■ - 

luw 

M 

\\ < ■ 


? ' 



' I 'll 

1 liii 

ik, Iu. 

■III.: 

silt 


Vu 

11 

\m1I C" 

me • then ? 

\'ull 

prutiiiv' 

? ' 










' W . 11 

, I s 

huuld I 

iK. 

■ it 


Am 

li 1 

duii’t SI 

(■ why III it. 

Hut 

to-nu UTi 

iW \\ 

uUld lx 

r: 

dll 

'T 

i|Ui 

el. 

ui'k, 

I nildii't it ? 

' 

There 

as 

a faint 

S< 1 

Ulu 

1 . 

if e; 

mil 

‘ill m th 

e nurse's \'i 

>iun. 

‘ Let ; 

me e 

■ ill', ■ I'l ■ 

nil 

.1 and 

( 

'O \ ' 

ill lu-nu 

iiTuw, ami 1 

,'ilk' it 

oyer. And, 

if we .1 

L 

g 

\\ <' 

IMI 

ght 

start Ik 

ii m-xt iJaw 



‘ Very rss'll. (i' " x 1-1 lye, n u I' e.’ 

’ Ws'll, liii't r'.aif a miiiufe, l,ad\' La m i \a i ge. Vuu I 

t(ild me \s hy } u|i isaiiii' lu re ! 

^ I ant yuu I.. <sime a\'. ay w 1 1 li nua' 

‘ But luiw la.iild '.aui kijuw' I \'. a . lea', mg lure Vu-riKU'i'uW ? 
Didn't the man tell \'uu at'. Iu- du. .r ? ’ 

' Ye..’ 

‘Well then -!’ 

‘ I wanted lu S(‘e yuU. ! felt T must S'-e yuii. It duesn’t 
matter whal I \ranl'd. (iuMil mehl, li'.'ll'se ! ’ 

.She gilt intu lie liael'e and dru\a.' aw.af. 

\\'lusn shr- reached hunie, and \\as i atting IuT small dinner 
with scarcely any a]>j>i ide, slu- uuusider. d \'>here tiu-y slu'ulel 
gu, .She was sure that the nurse wuuld eunseut tu gu with 
her. It Seeineal tu lur that the ehuice she was’aliout to 
make was very inijiurtaut. H< r head was now eleal, hut 
she still felt unwell. And amsense of unrest gnawcel her. 
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Sho ■n'ouM not 111".!' it till slio \\hs awav from Rome. \Mien 
dinner was fmishid slic went to thi' drawing-roum, W hare 
^should • tfiey giiCa)*ri, Sijiranto, Amalfi? No, ^ no. 
•Perugia came lx f.ae hi-r mind \\illi its soft and almost 
teiide]* \'y:'W, thosi* hme lini df Eit,l a ian hills which suggest 
the liA'es of life saints. And naaitallv she*rejeeted Perugia. 
That regiun^A as not f(g' her. She, renaanberes f the wi.U'ds 
sh' iiiid read in'tfi? gaiden of A'llla M.attei,*she remembered* 
the tjMe'es*((f the, nuns ii^ the ehiireh of the Sacre' Coeur. 
.And she darsd not seek d this nionient the countYy*of the 
saints, , * , ’ 

I \silljeave it till to-ii^orro'Ash thoiie|^t. 

• .A? sh e lay a\T' 4 ike in th» d.iils the eoii\ie,tion which pos- 
sesssed hi.A ^vas like a |Ma>on;ihl \ •eoinpmiieining h'r, Sla- 
liad prayed ithen l)en,'il \s.as dj^ina, but she had not prae'ed * 
•to-night. \\ Ia n at la .1 *1'ep beg.in tu appro.aeh In.-r, she 
seeiiad tc' be again on t h* high tetraes .at ( tf 'aano, to he.ar 
nisi no up ( O'er* the sh ipcs and the cn si ^ d oh \ e trees the \ (liee.s 
of ehifflreii, to sei' dulling 1^n\' shajie^ before her in an ojien 
Sj^is' hernnied in be hoii-' 

-And jii'isseiitly, as she was sml.ina do'.sn into tie* gulf of 
sh'sp, she he.ard the siehing 'sdu p-r Had laid eotiie to her 
thryiiali t he ollA'e trees : • * 

' I’o givi- life— to haiyi oil the toieh —tu people the pla\-- 
gianuiels of tile iMslId.' 


#* 

(lIMTldt X.XXV 

’ . • , ♦ 

In' the riKirning the fiwer of de^re to Vie gonr' from Rrime 

•1 aimed nf<irt'streaigjy in 1 )oh j es. • I ja uu na'iin' nt I < > moment 
sh'.' dreaded the art'it.al of ('eeiu'e. If he weis- in i\onie that 
^'11 eg jesst(«‘I the nhglit Tiefore, had la .aelie,] ]iim, ( )n an 
I'lrdinar'^ man it Asia^ld ael as a slagdde, keeping Inm from 
Pal a’/./,o Idarbi.rini. Put ( esare w.as lait an ordinarv m.an 
AAhen his passions were rod ed. She re.alised norv. in the 
light of HTTjrning, th.at instead of detejring him froni A'isiting 
lier, tlie Prince^is’s warning might spur him irjo some 
immediate and Tiolent action.^ The impression made upem 
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her by his rcckli ssiiJss after thi' elimicr at Villa M< dici was 
not cffac'-d. lie had wish'd lliat iiiLdit to j)rovoke a scene 
\vitl^ h> r liii -.1 >:uiil. ^^'hat miyli) ''e- not wish n'o\\-? But^ 
he mu 4 follo'A h- r dcsiri s, Aft' i’ what had ooenmd h*-’ 
was bound b\- I ho l.iw of'hMiour to subtnlt hiinsolf, ti/’’her in 
anv matter affoi'uni,' her rejnitation. She eaih d in Carlino, 
(tud teild him she \'.:is o’.,11-el i11e ^ \'Eit froii'j a ladv, tVie 
nurse evlio ofleU eame. Shs was not A/'eusu to nn^i;, erne 
else. Carhilo, IdokiiiL^ \ er\' seri()us, (juite undeislo(_M,li' As 
lie said b.i he tixeil upon her liis hirite and rather sad eves. 
And 1 ) 1 ihires ev;es uneasv. ITa.tily she said ; , ' , 

Va 1 HUie;. ( 'al l I llo ! ’ 

\Vh ell he ha<l luriied a\\a\’ slf' ^^as confeiMus of a Sense 
of dislinel nlief. She had bean oeeiiaken by the fieliny 
that she \va^ transparent. .\nd that fei hiiy \\as i.lfteii to 
bi.' with le r in I he d.a'. s 1 hat w ere ul ha m I. 

But', ihoueh she had e'eii Ilaf order to farlino she was 
not at e.ase. She \\a. sure ('es.ile hah le pt m r lateh-kev. 
What Was to I us 'o III him from u..my it ' lb- eiueht'iiot to 
use it. Berhapa la- \sould not dare to. I'ut she eoiild V’t 
fce-l sure of anything in conneelion with him. .A hwe as 
\ueilent ;'.s his nunhl earr\’ him be\aind all p'on\a.-ntions. 
niiyht induee *111111 to hr<ad. rnioush all bonds. If only 
Nurse .b nniiiLts ^^l.ulll eonie ! .\s :die sat in the drawiny- 

room Dolores lisl.ned p-ipetually for sounds in the bill. 
She had s^'t the doors 'leaf divided lei from the hal'h".s’Itle 
open, lest she rniuht la tala li llleawal'es bv ('esare. 

To-morrow sle would leave b.ane, whetler fsurse Jen- 
ninys came w it h le r 1 ir is,d . .\nd sin wa iiild stav aw“:b until 
her hus'iiand's is turn, ifow sle- would nea t him she knew 
rust. Just now she dared i,o| tliinf. of their iie etiny. Per¬ 
haps she Would lind wavs to tutor h r .e|f. to arm le.r'self 

when she was awav front po.ne. Sle 'lied to hasten her 
faith upon tie ]i riod of tins e wei ks wh’ieh div ided her from 

the ineimeiil wle n woiild have ayain to t.'.ke u,') whiE 

Wiauld seiun le r ordinary life. Jlow de*' would striv'• dininy 
all that time to reyain eonliol of her mind, to ‘learn to 
dominate her lesirt, and so to obtain outward self-coiifidi nee, 
lest the envelope shouM betray the eonteiits of tlTd letter it 
held, was bi.tween two ynd three o’cloek when Nurse 
Jennings aniv r d,, looking strongn healthy,'calmly self-con- 
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fidi?nt, she were suckled perpetu.'illy at the Vjrea,st of 
Mother Nature. 

As CarLmo was going jway after sluswing her in Dolores 
jreniitided him of ht-r order. 

‘ I tun not in cdsa for any onw #1 don’t Ciire who it is.’ 

‘ Sissignora V ’ 

' Y(tu quitf under'Jand.’ 

' si ! ’ retuii*i‘d the ehild in':i j)lniqtive voice, and, 
almcyt wth an air of Ix ing off. ndid. 

‘ Grazie. Carlin",’ said 1)ol(.res. 'I knew I ca* always 
have confid*icein vou.’ 

Carlino s face lightened, and he \S( nt out imt without telf- 
iu'ipi rtamfe. ^ 

‘ And we yem in the s.anie niiinj, F;idy Cann}'nge ? ’ in- 
quiisd Nurse,Jennings, sitting dean "pjiesite to Delores, 
.and looFing at Ict \Mth '■ery fr.^nk : eiutin\‘. 

‘ .\bout g"ing away—I sl^iiild liki' tn go to-d:iv. 
Y'-'U are mniing ? ’ * 

• W^l, I came r<’Und to talk it "\s r, .as I said I wmii^l last 
night.’ 

' d'.alk it over ! Hut will you conn' ? 

•She got Up, Weill Id 111'- windo\i-, did sdiiiethiiig to the 
eurtairi that liiinL' h\' h, uiidv'aine h.ai'k. 

‘ Are yen; coining ? d'h.al 's \sh:d 1 want to know.’ 

‘ And'if I <lon’t V ’ * 

’ ■'^’e,.gn I sliall go aw.a}' Iw' inysi 11^ to-day. I shan't wait 
till teei'ior.o\\'. I need ,a ehange at once.’ 

' ^^/here 'vould _\Uii go to ’ 

‘ lAan'c nfake up rny niiud.’ 

She frowned.’ 

' Lilt do you \yuit to go f.ar or near ’? ’ 

‘ I'.ar -far ! ’ * *• 

' IVhat,' for on*lv three wi-ef s ! « 

’It needn’t be far. I don t mean hundreds and 

Vundi'uds of#miles, iif eoiA'-i .' 

Therr' \\'as a soiled df inl'Ud' Udiwoiis irritalion in her 
voice. Nursu J(. nnin;^us surutiiii.s'<1 Iict umr*' ulMsm]y, alniccst 
severely. 

‘ But idl rue, please, will ymi conie or not ? Then I can 
decide*wliere to go.’ 

‘ Yes, ^I will come. 1 sli^hildn't care for you to go 
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'^off all alone,’ said* Nurse Jennin/^s, but almost ■nith 
coldness. 

‘ Oh, thank you, thank you, lUjirse ! I —it would be so 
phat.tlv to yas all al.iiio.’ " , 

For an instant Dnlords ,looked almost happy. She sat 
down. , 

' Now, \¥-horo shall it be ? ’ 

. ‘ I must IsHViythat to ynii, of course. tFsu]ipose you have 

SI inn ‘ |.iri‘fi_'ri'nee.’ • 

Dobrrfs was siloiit for a inoiin nl^. She look' d down. The 
I nur.o.'svateliod In r eliiM ly. 

‘ C waiit it to l>i' beautiful,’ Dolores said, still looking' 
down. 'And ipii'd. It must l>e \eiv miiet. 1 wo.idyr 
liat is the most beautiful plaee within, veaeh of 
. I’ome.’ , « 

Nurse .feiinmes reddened'siTV sliehtiv under her fri ekh s, 
and a faiiitl}’ s'slf-conseiif.us expr^'^MoI| e.auie info heU faee. 
.'she raised and di pressed pep liLdit-isTmri d evi brows seoernj 
times,' and twist'd lar H'we idinoet like a child. '-Then, 
elisariny Ic r I In i sat, she i ibseiw • 11 : 

‘ IIow d’ you mean within reai'h. T.ady ('anru'nye ‘f ' 

‘ W'idl, jH't nil 'I’e Ilian I w eid y-fi lur hours u\^ ay.’ 

' I ha\ e h' ard-’ 

‘ Yes V ’ 

DolorS'S ehoiC'-d up. ,, 

‘ I have F'oi'l patient of mine, one who had tr-*vjrtk’*.al 
too, told me o|iee the inii.st Iseauliful spot on earth rvas 
Taormina.’ 

‘ In Siialy I ’ 

‘ .Tiisks", Lady Cannymij.’ 

‘ Did he really say that ? ’ 

‘Well, I 'ill Mire! Il'e.wwer should you know it was a 
m.an ’ , 

‘ I do know.’ 

Nurse Jei'ininys redden'd more. 

‘ But I expei.d that ’s mueh too fur .she said. ‘ And I 
dare sav you ’\'e' sei.n it.’ 

‘ No.’ 

‘ And it may be V' rv hot.’ •• . 

'I 

‘ Tell me—will you lie \a.ry happy if I take you to Taor¬ 
mina '! W ill you ’ 
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‘ Wrll* I inn^t ^ay 9 is iny (Iriaiii* t<.) yet there—Lad^ 
Caniiyiiye.’ 

‘ W’l; y*. W'l; 'll start tM-ne araw. It takes less lhan 
t\vr^ity-f(>ur Iniiirs.' 

As,she Speke a huril'ii se i n eel*!', a a rnoineiit to be lifted 
fi'raii her heart. * Ih i- pal' f.ae'' hriehtMied, then suddenly 
ehan»ed, he^'ane' s' drawn. 

■ \\ hat is it J,'idv Vannr nye'?* Whv, whatever is the 

nur^Fer?’^ 

‘ Dtai’t yi'U hear-' * 

She yet Wp. . 1 !' ndiny bew n she \\ hispn-e.i ipiiekly : , 

‘ Nut'm , I in yeiiie le ni\' l.iedi'ei an. If an\' eiie e'ei»< s in 

.Tie' ■, at 1^1 nce, a'. I •sali'l*s' i all'.’ i aes I am ill, welie te 

> ^ ^ ^ . 

lie dew’U. Il 's I I II' ! 

‘ \'eu d‘l ['.>ek - ' , 

■ .'sifv \"U 're a niirs'' ! Sa\’^li.i! ! Diil net a wiasl ah"nt 

onr yeiny away le-nierr'#' 1 ’ ^ 

.■sh'’ I' ft til-' i'"''iii l'\' w,i\*"f (le library. ,\s tli'’ library 
deer#^lnlt l.M hiii'l h'r Xniw'' .t' nnine b' ai'l a dnbaij s'aind 
r'f sei'S'S, and idiiie-l iiiiift<'liat'l\’ T.i i line 'aiti. i'eil, leekiny 
Vei V ilisliirb'd. ()n s'aine NiiiS''.Tirniiiii'Vs .'deie^ le' stai’i'd. 

' W’l eat IS il t ' s.inl lie; uiir.'a att'ni[itmy It,alum \\ilh a 
telli'll ef Ilf' bl . 'yi|- , ^ 

'‘A'ln re is I le' sieuiera ? 

‘ Sh'''s 111 le r b.'h<i'i|ii lyinv dewn. Sh<''s imt wi'll. 
>’eir ita b'^e- ! Nell sta bcii'' ! ’ * ^ 

‘ Tlerri 's a .sjeie'i'.' wIm' ' a\'s he mnsl sie.'ils (e lesr, a 
siyiier',' rybe h.as*bee'n le i'i.' lu b'ri.'. I e:iii I e' t him te ye) 
awny.’ ■ • 

‘ I 'il y< t lihii ’ t 

Nurse Ji'iinmys walln 'l ml" I Iw li.ill, imd fennel V'sare 
standi ne I In a'a 11'' l"el.' al *'*■ r w il h liery eV'^s. 

‘ 1 )e V'a, \'.i^h b' s's'' l.ad',’ (Nyiis ne''' 

* rr veil pi' k' -^aid, w n li a s'*rt ' 'f hal’d ebstinaey. 

T»ni s'yi-y w ai can'I*.' 

‘ J)id-’ ^ 

‘ Nebedv’s 1". T.ad\’ t'aiirmny'' is iinw'll,' 

‘ d'h'- servant didn't sa'.'.-e.' 

‘I sai' S'>. I am a lilll'se', fete'lnrel in tu attend to Laelv 
Canfiynym’ 

t'esarc’s faC'- changeel. 
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» ' A nurse ! Sh'' is ^11 ? W'liet is 11- ? Is she yrn' ill ? 

‘She iiissls e(ini|)l( ti' resl. And I mean td take enrr she 
has it. Thai 's \sliat I 'in Il'Tc f'lia’ ' „ 

4 

Tkvy look' d at eaidi oth'. r for a mouimt. Then Ce.Sare 
took up his hat. o ^ 

‘ I ’ll ssrif' h'‘,said, in a S'T\' low \'oiee. 

II(' 1 to Nurse .h umiios, opi ned the d'l u, and was 

yone. 

Two-days lali r, tow.arde noon, I)(.|.ir< s ami Nurse Jenninys, 
with hut lilMi‘ luyeam , und no m.-iid. pot out of tin- train at 
(.Tiarhini Slati'ei. and dro\-e uj) lie- loup lull, hy the L)uke etf 
Uroiiti -’s lyarden.' and h\' .Saida ('at; ri lia, 1 lus i*. ph t hi'' MesAna 
Cute into T.'iovniina. Tin,' Hotel 'I'lnu o had jint ofieiieil its 
doors a ft' 1' the SI n I III i< r si' ' 1 :i. i'iii y put up lle'i'e, :n the 
risi'iiis amIIi a pi'i\:ite t''rr.'iee'’o\s r th'- sn e il.inp-ri.ioiu on the 
toji tloor. 

.And Niir.-e ,h n 11 u ips ' i d'red ii it o 1 1 i' dream,' 

She had alway. had \'dial h" 'r.oul'l ha\'' c.'ilh'l ‘a-pn/at 
likinp ’ for I )"|oi' e, 1 hit no\' 1 tdiien s hud v*. "ii la'i' for 'Ver. 

Without a \\ I u'l 1 of . \ pla iiat i. Ill, \s 11 h' iiil an at t ell I] if at foriung 
her eoi ihid' nee, 1 t, i|, , 1 ' hud uiid' r - food the ay of h'.r heart, 
had al 1 111 ist e.' I a" ii ' a lahh d I e ■ r to r' a 1 1■ a ron la nt le desiri ■. 
h’or lii'i.eiith Nurse .tinnuisw' slurd\ iiiih pendeuee thi're 
liirki d a strain id ri ui lu ui'i'. tin 11 e i ia\' \s le 1 1 I le 'V eaiii' ‘ | o 
Taormina t fje two rsou'i'n drea leui'er to I'.ueh iVi lie]-, 
nu rse in le t ih I i's I i I 1 1 e I led fai I I ■ i ri .-d i e 1 h' ‘ dei j i t roiil ile 
of her eoni|iunio|i, tleui: h de- hud led oi'iii e i d i e 1 1 1 ■ ned 
furtter as to its eaii e, Aiel lto|(,ri a in ler sl.aiip;, .md 
no\',- \'eri’ still, sudii'S',, syil.'pal hi d nilh the otter's jov. 

When tie- sli'iuk of hliii' SI a do. I'hd ler friiiii Italy sle:* 
was eonseioiis (d a LU'i'at ch.’.’nLe' rn le r f'l hiiLn She passed 
intei a repi'iu de'.oel 'd ' '..' ’iK, e.\,s pt id Iho,. \,hiih oeeur 
in tie- hi'urt and tie- iinapinal e in. No o.e kii' w wle ,■'■ sle.' 
hud pore'. She hu'l .oiid at tie- jial.'iei that sle- I'nuld si'iid 
le r addr' Ss \^h' Il sle wanted le r h tt're. ( ' sari- load not 
written }u t. d'heo dill led f.ieas of le r d' liarture from 
.Rome. A seiisi' of li'iiilom eii aini|iassi'd le r. Sle' wias 
liberated fi.u' Ih" niom'.nt fiorn tie- prison of aidimr .'uel let 
loose ill the immensity cd tlioupht. It se'Crirod to le'r."’just 
at lir.st, that she sank into rest. Horrors drujiped away in 
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tin’s wrn'ul of InHuty. 'rin' S'-rjEnt no sign <sf its^ 

pr. .st.-ncf in thi^ l.ili'n. I’h'' stillness uf siirrr>\v was alinrist 
jikr kfeatw it \\;is jllll. Til' LS'ii'il'n nf Villa Mi'ilii'i, 
•till■ fi'rrai'i‘ rif ()]• ■. i;]■ > 1Ji unaiii >—f la \V( 'is■ in a far ci iinfl rv, 
\Nh(Ti'^i''^']ili' I"'.,. la-r iillv and siiff'-ra'd, \'.'hi‘rr th<'V 

dri\'i_'n In- Mr wla ri- lln-v NV-'n- Mas [iris\' nf 

Life tTiat wa^a d'\'*JinnL'' l"'a--l for i-n-iw nna]i|i'','*vd. lint, 
Imri^^Jar crninl Kia • said; a\'.a\' iiil'i’1.'ssn,|, and, laTc. the* 
EuiTs [>rMtr,iiiidl_v si- j)l. iiiid- !• sliadi'N'.s east cNiT tlnsin by 
jlisi-s in a I'eynni id dr^ .niinie' blnis 

()n 111'- iT!i\' .^ft'i' tlii'ir arrival, di-spiti- tlii' lisat. Nurse 

# - • ’I 

.Ti'nniin_;s startl'd niit 'rsry larl'v' in tie' niurniny tu ‘^mik; 
idiiiiit lii'i'.' Sli , T' l^iriii'd.al lriir-|ia t l'.e. b,-(' m a statr id 
I'll till! ia'^i n Sir I i:i d b '' 1; 1 1 ■ I 1 11 I'l ' ■ I. 'I'I r al I'l', 1 1 ad \ I s 1 1 1 d 
till' anvil 1111 1 \ « dr 'I IS and 11 r 11 a d la \’i I'ld ila, ' d'lii- 1 'la / /.a,’ t Ir ■ 
•aardi'niif San 11-iiiriir'i .'slr^liad ■'•, an bian (,|i duiiki}'- 
b.'ii'lv up In Ilia rrL'a baTV'.^i n M"la*and Mr' (M'rba|l,i. 

, 'And I 'ei fnimd a [ilaai fi.r vmi, [,ad\' ('ann\'iiya,' she 
exals ilir 1 1, as I Ir y | irapai'i d tn a,, ,). a,\ n I ,, Innali. 

1 shall ba sat is|iial w it hi Iia Mr alI'a aiid Mi' 1 1 'rraea hare.’ 

‘ lint if viiu i'\-i r wani tn Im hiddi n a'.'.av' fi'niu every nae.’ 

' Wdial ha\ a \'nll fnlllld 

‘ I Ml slinw ymi Mia '"^-lai^ne afl. r 1. a, '.'M^n veil ’re rjuite 
rasti'd and it ’s ird sn hnl. M\' fraakla, will ba vs'nrse than 

(a - I' tn-tllnirilW, 1 I \|aT'l. Mill wlln aal'i d 
*" ' ' ’Elfi'Tl ' i'-Tllnlmd 'v I r I a W | |n |s ll laj V In a I'I I i a | , i^ 11’ 

■ (.)h. I di'ii’t kirw', thal 1 \ nii nav.a' sa^w anvthiiig like 

llr- I '-as a'd dnw n*Mia iiiain :dr- it!’ 

' f,.' >ri't*thinl. 1 shall mind Mrna < 

'I h it a\ 1 iiiny N'li'i' .bn ni n e a* I riia In har jirniiiNa, tmik 
Dn -.i'a, In a ingiintain eardi n, lildd' li a'liav in a ak ft nf tlir- 
hills tn till' rislil nf Mr- i.alTi ln*fln|a. If was iint larya. and 
was <riiistnli'ti'd lu tarraai '. Mr »la-,t and Inier st id whieh 
was dlviib'd by a i*li 1 nv.i'ernwn willi run s frnni tha stnny 

4bnltnjl nf *, yulK'. (tnlllL'a Wild liy Irai s, |ia|i[a r Il'aaS, tllO 
eiiealvptus and lli# .'diiiniid t rm ^ ya'ia In it their shada. 

On the dn'.M.^st farraa-' a fniintaiii jila'sad in frniit id a mse- 

ceverad nrbgur. And ir sib d undi r a yraat yray stnne wall 
aborv '\\''as an npiii pavilinn, with^a slnjnny red roof and 
brick columns, faciny a far rdf viaw nf llr- sea and niayical 
coasts of Calalnia. Round t!ie sides nf this pavilion ran a 
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l.K'd from iiinAsrs of maidiiili.'iir f' riis lifti-d thoir 

fairv'liko InauE. Jvost s oIuhl' round I ho coliiiniis. Jvoses 
and harha dl Giovf stri ani'd oV( r Ifio roof. oto. plv, o^ 
fln''far sido of tlio oull\u rosi tho uiiiuilti\ ;itod momitaindido, ’ 
Co\(;rod with (•.'lolus, aii(\ viHi uraos now soari.d liy llii' hoat 
of Minitiioi'. ,\[i nid (I'jiiodiiot oloM (1 ill tlu gaiafon wlicrc 
till' K.arrow 0 ( 1 . In fiouI doiio sloj i.s ciwih'od wifh cili'.'e 

and ahiioiid trooo, with viniw, and with fruit trogj, Ed 
uriidually do\\n lo far-a\Mi\' hushos of wild i>loini|i;n tlial 
iioddial♦.u'or tho cloar ciwotal dopths of h ,o(:'a ;dl sih'or shot 
with jialo bluo wlaTo tho roclw protoolod it. itiiil wla-re it 
slopi liy tho shallow shore. .Viid abm'o, in tho (piiw-riny 
shy, like a thiily diolainful of oaiyp. v,a boiVnd for a tiitio to 
oarl h’s topmost poat;, hh, la soared low an Is I ho s.un! 

For till' sun had not yet dopai'tod, though a ho ad v the liyht 
of o\s ninu la\' o\ oi' the h11 io'^oiii',Ep. 

(hily the .Sioihaii yard nor was* there. If,- wohamwd the 
two str.'Uioors with a hospita/do smile, mid assiiroil DDlora'i 
I liat li;s al'soiit padi'oiio would lie willing for them td'i.'njov 
the yard', n. ] !'■ led them \\ it h [ irido t o t ho pa\ il ion, brouyht 

th'in roinfortablc basl.il (diaiia. promnod Ih'iii that tin.' 
fountaiii sh' 'Uld ,al\\ a\'s bo srt i da \ mu w lion t la-v \V'■ t lii.-r'.', 
and th'ii disa]«,poarod to a hidd' ii I' rnmo, l''a\-iny thoin to 
wati'h the (^■ommy of t^^ihyhl lomi' the sea. 

‘Will, what do yoii sa\ ii'o,',, I.duly CamAiiU''?’ usl».'d 
Nurs'.'.Toiiipiiys. \'. d h I lip air of a dra'o\-oror. * 

' I hu\'o m (thiny I' > sa\',' said ] d' 'is s. 

.Sill' (amid jn^t boa]' the \shio|io|' of Ih'- fountain.' 

I'ut I know I sh.'dl oomo la ro o\'or\' dav,' slmmuldad 
JU'osoulh’. 

' I rsoidd ! ' said the nurse. ' 1 )o vai l.n,'>\N\ 1 think niv 
fr — my pali'-nt that I tdd plpii of \sas '|uito riuht.’ 

* \ Cs, ho \\ a-I. 

On that lird day Imw profoundly the f'lirios slept ! “ 

Till' s'isit of (d'oaro to l*ala/,.ai liarboriiii hail not V.oi.n! 
discussed b otwcen the E'o woiii' n. X-utm.' .Toiminys had 
.sinqily told Dolores that an Italian yontli nr'in. hadw.anti.ad 
to see her, that ho had been mad'' to undor''tjuid it ivas im- 
piossiblf, and that he had yoiie .away. II'.' had .said tae woulii 
write. ^ 

Ills letter must surely be lying now on a table in Rome. 
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As fhi' first fv'-’hill ss of flu rh.uiu''if niisJc (Sf life faded 
Di'Jmes enidd leit ]iut tlia th"U^hl "f lii^t f tti r away fiwni 

I ier inin«l. * It S' l iui d to, link ta<> laiaE, tuo liia s. Slie 
lad Tritliii to Th'-o in Eneland ' xplaimny hir sudiT-n 
depart urn, on th'' Lyoimd of la .ill W. *1 nd of a de>ir<- to liH up 
lier tinio plea^diitly I'InIr li<' \s.is .■i,\'.ay. Wut slio liad not 
had (ito rs iiin^e I o w e to I; on II- to ap vs ■ la r addis^s. Eaeh 
day Jail;;' resolisT 1» i» v.ritia Eaa'h day 'da- [xil off tie' task. 
Mori-'tdian ■' weel:,had eo^i li\a And ala had tail written. 
J^a n tla ri- irana- a t'-h an'aiji fi'oni 'Ida o m I.oialon. 

p’ • 

‘ .Slav oil Taitrinina f \m!I ooni'- o\ a r and fi tch you lupjk.’ 

'ddic na-ssaci- j^-\i\1-d i n« 1 to|i .ii a (la- intmlion shi- had 
fornieil iif honii-, to spiral tia- -Aii-ha of hi-r huahand’s 
nhai-ni'c in a ♦■Irict praparalion r,,r la r na-ilino sNith him 
nla-ii la- I'llurni'd. Sla- v^as toYuid wa}’- to (ulor hcrai-lf, 
to arm la-ro-lf. More thati a i '-I* w a'^ ah'i -aiE’ youi-, and 
wjiat liad sill- doiio‘' Shi- had h'ln siinl. in a straiiye 

lithare^', tla- \'ii-1iin of oai-lion. Sla- tool; the ti-Ii^^wam 

• • 

witli hi-r to 111 -- pa', ilioji in tla.- cai'di-n. N'ursi- Ji-nnincs was 
\\all.Ine in tla lulk. 

Siiici- Itohn-i-s liad Ill-Ill in SieiE da- had Ih-ch fi-i-liny 
la tter ohx'aie'ally, hut tla- rui'ala- eerlainl\- fiad la-s'i-r h ft 
hi-r for' a moment. Now and Ihiii. w la n -la- had nat tla- 
I, I- ' caze I if Nur-o' .Ii-nninc-o a|a ■ had '^o|a h-red \'. la tla r t he 
^Tirac yiiEl, ,1 Py any inaliia-l lo^i .sii-.picioii #f la-r eon- 
\ ii'l ion. .Shi - could Mot di aide. . \ ml r io\\ v a.not ahi ■ airia-d 

ac.-iiiol t la*/i.a'-.i- ? I'or ala hiaai (he way of la-r la art. 

't'h.it ’i.'.Hh* f;n-t i.s'iI' to 1 )o|o|-, , s, ,n b 1 1 nil"-, an odd fi i hny ad 

safe I 'z la - n the i mr .e's e\ .-s h' Id ■ i-a rc| 11 ne ex press, rm. 

♦ Nicola, tla.' kiibii cardera r, h.'isten, ij to I la lowi-r terrace 

to ,sei I he little fountain iila\ine.,.'ind l)olo|,o went into the 

• ♦ ■ 

pa\'ihon, amrsat do^vn on a < h,its^ h^imur. Sla- resle<l la r 
feet acainst tin.' har m tla- ch.-iir. 'J’la hn.di hact. siippiii'ti.-d 
li^r i» ijl. .Wmost directly she hi aid (la- whispi-r of tlu' 

fountain, 1 n.-cinninc. • ddu'oiieh t la-, rose-c.a , red columns 
she lookei.I at tjie distant sea, at mort.-di'-fant Itaha 
Th' i.i’s telecfum lay i.>n la rlap, 

A wdiiK 4,ail ajipeured on (he si a, (la'.only speck that breike 
(hr- nawh ssra ss oT the blue, Tiiipi-rcejitihly it nioi'tfd, yaiiiiit 
from the ^straits Mhere a city la}- dead i^to the dajep blue 
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distance*. Was it V(syairiiiit to the I’lu tuiiate Tslcs ? As 
D'llorrs wateln'd it an inti ycarniiii.', an uehiiiLT desire, 
stole thremeh all Iut 1m mo. 'That little white sail, slii- knes^’ 
nut \\ hy, made h'T Imiy tn 1 m ha]i]iy, jml tu he- hajipy and • 
at |M aei-, tn liM lindiiNteMMk 1.. he e||Ml-|sh' d heeaUSM 'sil'.' was 
underst'M.d, S!a' I'l-lt lhal di'' was Ira\i Ili 11 e. like that sail. 
.She l;nias’’n'il tie 1'iieth af lie: jniirrrw. ihmaii no c'e 
Sle' lead 1mm n m I' m|)''st and tiredil, Mael^ileht. 
And lee.v whille r was de' e"ina? Tn I'.liat yart \s,.s she 
sha|ntie' le v e, airsi' ? . 

.Sh" hines d alireisl d. sjeTaf' l\’ to tell Si 'iie oiis all the 
tn'llh of what sill' had diili'e And silddi iiK' ni' lie.r'.' |(laeeil 
lii'fiii'e her a man, a yre t, \',hi in sle' leut unc'' si'i'ii for a 
neme'iit, N'.le'iii she leev se irei ly lie n le'i n a\«ai'e that she 
sa\v. 1 le had st I M 1,1 (,11 I li" ]‘| le'ii I loyki lie I, e,\ flrds Sl^. Peter’s 

isn the (la\- when slie ha,f s|ii,|.i.'i fi'anl.K' t,, .Sarah, 

Ills lips leid ne>\eih inrliap-, ill a priiyer. If le- rsi'i-e in 
d'.e,rniina she niiehl p ihap, mal.e le r lainlevano tu him. 

It sMiani'd |,i le r that le \',,,iild ne\i r he ah],' |,i f.-el eleaner, 
till she had I "Id 111" I rnl h I,, s, me: "lie. 

Then’s teh yraiii hml in.ele le r In', id’.' ah'.e ass'iin. The 
neeessit’' 111 arm le r , If fi enhl "H,.,! her. She saw fe'rce 
meiit.'d effnrt'ln fnml "f le r. 'Sh" nniA prepare hersr-lf for 
hyp, lerisy. 

,\nd t hal III! |e sai^l \', a s s., while ! \\ as that w h\' it 'Was 

pernii 11 I'd-'' 11 \ I ,\'awe 11; ''"nsd I I h> h s , 1 ,|ili‘ 

(^td Sii7i Fih']‘j>o Xdl ilisi iiricrii , ej {lisrrpoli d<lk 

cost' di Din. d ie.' I lime'' "f li'id. I he liiise r^ ,,f ].),il,,res 
<•1,,1 I a in\ nisi \'el\' "11 the paper 111 her lap. ,'liiiI lie: in deyr:, ni 
w.'i' torn. She thre\s n il"',\n on lie' parenent of the 
]ia\ ilii'ii. .'\nd a'M sh,' did s,, .ele- \sas "\','’'laken imee niore- 
li\' lie- jM'iailiar feehny ''t famlie'MS rrhii'h hail assiLih'd lier 
in Home. .And I h, hil, ail aiiish'd fur a nioinein, 
ipiis'i'i'iny frniii lM'f,,re h,'r ryr,. 

CoeK'i.' ! ’ 

.A slurih' woman’s r nie,-, full and elTeerfiil, drojipial down 
to h' r from sonewvhere idMir-,:. .Sle- diil leit, answer. The 
cr_\’ ('arni.' ayain twice. Hut she shut h' r eyes and lay per- 
fectlv still. Prs'Senlly she heard steps, thi.n ay;fm a voic“ 

' T..adr Cannyny,' ! l.lelnd you hear me ? ’ 

She opened hef eyt s. Nurse Jeiininys,’her hands full of 



THE FRLTTFrL VINE 


499 


mysterious*^rreen plants that ah«' liari p^T-'d in tlm hills, 
i^’as standing t)rt\v(cn tlii' edlumns hn'kin^ in (Sn Ikt. 

Ys'S,’ D'JornS said, \s itli Si lino (lillioiips'. 

♦ ‘ At^d ynu wouldn’t aiis\fiT ? Would vou ralhor be alonip 
{icrhaps ? Shall I hsaw ^alu in rpiii-^? ’ 

' No, (lon't-aJouM ! ’ ‘ 

" Whi^t is it?’ d'ho nurso sfipipod in. ‘ Ho^' yollow 
and di’ins n yo/ 1< n d: 1 ^ • • 

Shf*''5id down 1ho pl.uits on a lillh' straw l.ablo that stood 
Iiy Dolorrs’ ohair. * • 

•*Lady t'ap.nynoo. is I In’ro anylhiiiLr s'.rouo '.'dth vou ? 
Hut I krnot tli'to IS. Wouldn't \ou liho to toll it to m*? 

It mioht o.'rto vi ni^’ , ♦ 

Sho (lid yol di opiini oumo*iI\-. Imt if ^h-' had an\" Doloros 
know it s'/as tho .affi otional *■ (’urio,rt\' ..f lli.^ In art, which 
is tlio triiiiito oT a \sairni and di-a i ^oi'oU od f. i lino. 

'T am all fiar \a.u,’ sho ^inlmmil. ’And I’m sure \aau 
fold that . 1 )\a no for pi oplo i-, inson ,o, and I don't l.idii.a a? 

inTioiisonso. lint .aflir what \a.n ’’.o done 

What I o di iiio ! mid I ••loios. • 

SI.o,mo\oi|. sitting slraiidil U|i in t|io rluiisr /o/,'aao, 

‘ Itrinaiiw mo to 'I'aormma, 1 nr an ! 

’ Oh- VOS.’, 

♦ ^ 

' I ffh.all always bo L^ad to do my In si for \aiu- in anv 
wav.’ • 

tilloros w as,si|iait foi- a minuto. 'I’lioft sho said : 

■ N’urso. do sit do\\n. Sil olosi' b\' ifio,’ 

■ W hy in t i ’ I'ot 11 * 110(1 Xui'si' ,b nnina . dr.a'.'. iliy uji a ohair. 
Sho ^ool^ it |ia 1 id of 1 )o|, .ros III h' rs. a in 1 o.alnil\’ hohi 11. 

‘ 1 dohd foi ] \ i4rv \M II. I think ^uV iiorv- s arc all wrong. 
.\nd bosidos — 1 ^’ 

' ^\'^at is it ? If you sa\' •--.air'^'.s I dar< sav I can \a ry 

S(aon t oil - -^ t , * 

‘No, J^uant you t^J-oH mo s.'m-tiling.' 

‘ Mv ! ’* ' 

• • Th.at«frioniT who told vnii al.iout Taomiina!’ 

‘ Wi ll, I iiovor ! ’ * 

‘ Wdn ro IS ho*n(vw ? ’ 

‘ In Idiriand,*! bohov.s.’ 

. Don’J; you km ? 

‘ Wall, he is in Eyigland.’ 
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‘ I wonder-’ 

‘ Whatever do you wonder ? ’ 

‘ I wonder if you wll ! ’ 

• Oh —Lady Cannynge ! ’ 

‘ I slmnld like ynu toJ)e happy, how I shouW like .that I ^ 

‘ You are I'ood ! ’ 

' U'U « * . I - 

‘ But why do you wjTiit me to be happ^- ? ^ Insuch a spoeial 
borl Ilf H way, 1 ini/aii.’ 

‘ 1 , U'i'ik it’s boeau.se I’m so flnhapp/.’ 

' Are yi'U ? ’ * 

(' Vi r_\\ \ iTV uiihapjtw’ 

' Ts it alwavv what yiii IwM rno*? ’ , 

‘N'l—Itiil'ii'is Inukiil at Uo' w Iiifi’.sail. ‘.It’s luueh 
III' ii'i' I ban \ hat iinw.' 

o * 

.Slio- oliiit h'T I'yi x, .V,]' .' J' iiiiiiiys’ fan' elianvi il. It 
had bi'i.Tl ''111'if I'Mial. b'oaui'- Mldd'-ulv priaf'.'^sii lUal. 

Sh'‘ li'aiii.'il ii\'i i' 1 )' ' 1 ' U'l'S. '' 

' T' II me what ymi hi' fi ihtiy lita ali'' said. ‘ Toll ihe 
ixiLolly.’ 

1 )| ih TI 'S ti lid In T. 'Ido I’l • was a h I| la' s| h a l‘a a 
111'.' nurso" ina'l'.' iin i.'i'mnii ut mi \shat Itnloires hud tnld 
her, 

Diil'ires ask' d In r fur iin iipiiiinii. 

At last Dnl'ii-os sai'l : 

‘ io-daya ^vhon yi'.ii wii'O' I'lp, T put a toli'oriarn freim U'-;''” 
hiisliaiid. 5 \ Ill'll li'- fi :i\'i;s I'ai'wl.iiid li's is isai'iiia hi'ro to 
tako mo bai'k tii U'iiue.’ 

‘ Shall yi 111 wish iiv t' i y, > w h' li ho o. )iinw ? ' , 

‘I di'ii’t think S'l. I \\,iiil ymi near mo. And 1 .shall 
'.',ant ymi mui'h ninro pros' iil 1 \'.’ 

She was .-, 1 1' lit. < 

\ mi ’ll hiv my luwliahd wh' ii ymi nsalA know him,' .she 
a I Idod afl. r a iiiiini' lit. , 

‘ I dmi't knm', I hat I ’ 

‘ He’s alwa\'s nioo in ryi 'rvlnidva’ 

‘ . V e, 

‘ Excopt ymi, by w fial ynii '\a' I.,Id me.’ 

‘ I fool porhaps I m.iylit H' 'a.i- |,, have dud you. But I 
c iiildn’t 111 Ip it.’ 

' .\nd why dn you nelp it in.iw ? ’ 

' Nobody could ever undoh.stand.’ 
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‘ I don’t know about understanding. Cut I think I know,’ 

‘ mat ? ’ 

‘ Wellf-liihe gentleman ^mu sent me to speak to in the 
. Qall. • When he gave me a look, bv that, and the way '^ou 
went oyt of the dra\\]ng-ri>om, I l^n^w a good deal, I think.’ 

‘ I don^t waMt ti.i see him again. I disn^, want e\'er to 
see hiriT again* Andjhat \i i-y Ihing, to}' uut waifting to, is 
wickedness nfov,. (^t^er \fhat I has e* (h me. , And now my 
husbauTl i^ coming here. And—and when I ha\e to tell 

, him—e. “ ’ 

*^he broke >ff, • 

‘ You mean to tell him tln-n ! ’ said Nurso .Ji.mnings. epfite 
.siiiipty, apfii.reutl^’ nMtlnT*|i jrei ing DoIdis s fis .a sinner nor 
accepling bi f as a moral la'oklim. 


‘ I slu 11 havj^' 

to- at : 

laE Ifo 

w ean I h'-lp ' 

1 1 lling him ? ’ 

‘ But * wvh.al I 

lo you mean ? 

• 


‘ I shall hav. 

■ to tell 

llil^l abe 

'Ut-*.abiml till 

■ eh lid. And 

tlii'ii—nurse, c-nn }am h 

elp me ^ 

( 'an ,an\' i mr 

‘ help me ? 

Sudd»nl}- si 

le boik 

e down, 

and eom]il 

ele|y. Nurse 

Jennings went 

ipiiekly 

to X,r,,l,a 

, and*begg.'d 

him gi ) on an 

erranfl to the 

ti )wn. 

'I'hell sill 

■ ndiirnial lo 

the [laxilion. 

Be-fi ife f he t’.V' 1 

mi'.-n 

Wi lit li.ae 

k to tlie hotel 

she l^iew the 

truth of the e^iisode at Ole\'a*jo. 



CIIAPTEK XX«XVI 

0 

Atofti that day Dolori-s f( It a e< rtain sense of relief, but 
not bi eaiisi' of anything N ftrsc^.bainings had said to hiT. 
Xhe relief *e.'i»oi* froiji the f.ni't thei she no longer bisre the 
t)urdetri*f hh'r Si ere> «nei .nip.anii misl. Ces.ire did not know 
it. bi^ i-Tily jiart of ilf Nurse .fmiinngs of eeurse laid 
spoken tvords in aeeord M ith her eharaeti.i'. Slie li.nd si:.de(l 
certain fagts. And faets li;id gone o\ i r flie spirit of Dolores 
as a tra\’elliiie*\s-1 lid gwes o\-er gr.ass, lem ing il jn-.f as it \s'a3 
evlir-n th>.ivoifd VHS still. Nuio; .fenuings soon saw that, 
■And difl not atteFnpt any fnrtle r eoinbat against ^he con¬ 
viction of Dolores. She had had patients with fixed ideas 
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befon-, ml knew l/.)w dilbenlt it was to ‘ shift ’ such ideas. 
And, pi rhaps, though she did not shnw it then, Dolores’ 
belief had made soim^ impii '.sion ujion her. 

The nalures of the two women were very dissimila^ , 
and in that dissimilarity D"lores had found the path which 
sustained lu i fia-t as sle- ws iit to eisnfisssiim. Once the 
Co nf essiiif. \vas linislu d, and Nurse Jennings^had ‘ Iiad her 
say,’ on whatgihi- jiickisl mit at Ihi- monient as the main 
fact <sf imjiortam'i'. Dohir.s and she seemed to fal| ^)ack 
into ob'ir habitual relations. Itolores did not treat her as 
])i iiitent treats ]iriost. And Nurse .Temiing-s did not express 
an*, opinion on tie- moral ipestion iinoh'ed. That lack 
of expn ssion bi Dolores ,a dee^wr eonlidence r.i the 

nurse. She' me ikd neither conde-mnalion mir srbsolutiou 
fre)m any human being jud then. What she needed was 
Hcceptance, to be ae'eejib/d' \\ i I h in her h.and the gilt ej her 
siiH'erits'. .She' knew tj"' nurse' .'lei'eTited her. Amd often 
she remembered tlc' einiph/ words, ' T am all for you.' 

It'wws |ierh.'ips llial se. lie III tlie p:i\dhon w hie'h'-ncrvcd 
Do], ins to write to P;ila//o diaibei'ini, .'tskiiig that any 
letters should lee for : irdi'd, bill foi'bidditig thi' Se'l'Vaiits to 
give her nddress to jmy one, Italian and .Sicilian posts are 
slow. Four d lys elajisi d bef'ge' she had any rejily. Then 
a packet arri\'i'(l. Sle' undid it puii'kly, amd at once saw 
three letters in ('es.'ir'''s hmidwriliiiLn There was aliso a 
letter froiy d'heo, wr'itS n Iw'fore he km.'W she' had gone to^ 
■Sieilv. .She n/ad d’heo's htli r first, IIow calimit sceTued ! 
She f''lt abmrdly ns if his eonpilete igrior.ance oi.all that she 
knew w.'is umiatund, ns d he hael sunk mt'.' ehilijifcymess, 
l?ut la w Could he know 

11 e mentioned the hollo m I.aneaster Gate, and took her 
bae'k into tie bi'droorn mdfila/,/,o Itarberini. .'Vs long as she 
lived cenld she eeci' forget that house in’Lancaster Gatty 
and its effei't upon le r destiny ? ' 

.So— that was d'hi'd ! , ■ 

.'\ .sensation of >ad irony posse'Sscd, lu r soul as she laid 
his letter elown. .She sni looking at the three unopened 
h'tt. rs of Cesare. If she had done what slie wished to do 
at that moment she e'.oulel have destroyed thein^c’iopene^l^ 
passing a sponge over the sl'de' en whiidi terrible words were ' 
written. She did not want to face the truth that she had 
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conjured up. She was a cow.ard. and \\iii*^e than a cawnrd. 
Fur sl)e had duri'e the unfurui\'ali|i' thinp. She }iad used l.a e 


w^thuut Pedilrniny it. 

.‘\nj slw 

saw {' 

. sari*' now as %'iefim 

•r^ther’than iuver. F.iil 

- at last d 

ie 'ipeni.'i.l e>n.' . >f his lettefs. 

She r-aid it. puiekl}'jiii.l 
secisnd. 

pul it d' 


Idien she . ijiened the 

She was siting r.n»t 

le Jiiedi t 

- rfatd' 

li. fui’.' her*l>edruum 

wind4f*.^■. It "US .n.h.*i1 

1 life.' ..'el 

<M'l: jfi 

the ;i£j .III.). >n. The 

heat v as gi eat, pm I 

Ih.y -.l.y 

V- U x 

gi'ey. Idna h naked 

■ ] y-yjiliarly \..!eanie 111). 

k'r- 1,1 lal . 

;id'y si 

\\ith a W!f\aHeSS, 

grey s.sa at, ii't .’.1. ' 

S'' s III.'k.' 

\ 

ieili|e str- aming out 

of the erat(.;j'. And t. 

lav the al 

• 

1 tSmlifm 

uf .-ni.'ke suggested 


darru''! tu Idului.*.., The Ti#eul' i' u > ne d tu Iituik], \vith 
eari'fiillv du\i.‘is d tirue, ni'^lil al iiie> si.iii'' dri.adful died. 
And Siei|\' lav*aruuiid it lik' u I.hkI ii'k' ri s\ illi fi_-ar, it^ 
radiant h' aiity \'anis|i'd » * 

She r< ad the ue.aid k tt(5' ai^d f h* tliiid. 'Idieri sh" sat 
hawk and luuked at I'.tna. 

l)''S]iite tier ktliswli'dee uf 111.' \,i|e:in.ks ti'Tnlie Outers, 

.sh-- h/ul rcjv.l I’k-s.-u'c's ^li< f- H ;is if tli'- pnwcr 

in a fully awakene.l Imnian s.siil iii.uk- all ul her f.iri.'es seern 
neyliyihle. ^ , 

iru;v had sh.' uver liar. 1 1 t u «is. lie- fei liny ihuman suiil 
as she h.ad m.'d sn'-e's 

Sl*(‘' desers ed tliat h<' shuuld puny-h In r. W'uuld h'- 
[lUnish n<T in spit.' uf all she e..ul.| d.^ y d’hc tel-Jtkile thine 
was that in*lns sin.s ritv he ri. ro I. niK' assuiys'd hers. Ife 
tuuk it fur ij^'ant.'d that she he. ed him. 

Ilis th.»t*letfer ^^as shurt, and express.d anxiety ahuiit her 
healtfi, b<“eye d u‘ an inteiwiew i^reetK' she \s.as iiLle to 
st-e any one, and,in a sa iled manner indieal.d I h.at, it svas 
essential t^e int.'iwiew ehuiiTd n^iT he Imiy ddayid. .Slw 
tftnlershaurf tRa^ in *his |. th r ('esure had tried to yos'ern 
himself, f.s attain tl*'.-* liserel mu sh.. ssuiild wish fur, tu sink 
.thf? ptTcsjTinat(^lovcr in the man uf the wurld. 

The se^-ond letter ♦was Imiyer anj much h ss prudent. 
.'Vlmo.st vi<?lentiy he asked why there had been no reply to 
his first letter., ’lie wtede that he must see her, and that 
p’- less ^^0<^ceived an answer of some jdnd—a word only if 
fche wfTe really unwell—he .shouVl come again to th< palaoe. 
lie fi.'md t^e time'of his del^y at twcnty-fgur hours. 
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And then tliert^Hvas ttn: third letter, written after another 
visit t'l the je'daee, and Ins disi’evcry of lur departure without ‘ 
leavimr any addo ss. , 

‘Dol.ire,-. eat nt Eliia. and forlmt: as if ihaT thirT 

l(‘lter h:ul •'(■Mi-ehod lii f I'ki a ll:iiiii' li'oiii its nioUo'i hreast. 
Tli' i’'' e^as S'eiM t hiii'_; une"Vi_TnahIe- in ('< sari-. SllC had 
hrciinvareof it more tlian onee, t( rrdilv ae.r re of it on the 

V ^ 9 

nieht eela'ii he liad taken her hack ti'e the M]iartninnUvhile * 
Sir Theodore slept. Ihit neve,-^— 111 it e.vi n tl ell - Uai ^he 
reahse.i it ns sh'* did at this niomriit. His passion nL4jhE 
pass awav. Slie had hesard ])i oph- say ot Me' Italian char- 
a/ lef that it v as full of heat Init of heal that was not lasting. 
Silie did not d;ne>w whether tins wa'l Irn'e. Ihir she knew 
that she had roused an inti nsity sshieh, thoiiLOi iV might die 
a\sa\', iiiiLdit eaiise d'slinelion lirfor. it dud. dShe felt 
the lixei I atli nt ion i .f a heait ee-u'ent ra I < d ujionh'.r. ,4nd 
it was like an e\-c that sMadd nkwa.T he rMsiry isf watelhng. 

It hegaii to li rrifN' her. 

'U/e f hird |e| fia had e\ id' ntly Incn written in a Vnood of 
I'l ddiol 1 xelh nielll . .4 I || I I < r S( use of iliJUlW llalneil o’-f of 

il. Dill still the inaii who had \M'itte|i il liihrwi.d in the 
\\oman's lo\'r. It w.is inerrdihle fo ( i sare that TtoIoreS 
Could ha\ e nolle what she h.sd doiio undi r any inllueni''e 
sa\e tliat of ])as^iou, lhit e\idi a it IIc.' suspecti d a sharp 
rraelioii of fe;ir, a ereipme [eiEs' (d prudence. ]'j\id ntly, 
he thoiigot he di/lecl d LO'e.it daiigei’ to hn lo\'e in this 
reaction, Agd hr' foiiaht .eraiiist tins siijniosod danger 
with an energy that was tii re-. Almost as h.n touch, his 
kiss had sjioki n to Ic " in llc' garden of 4 ilia 4h-dii'i did 
hiswTilteii Words spi d. lo her now. Rut Imw different 
sras her is spomo! ^ 

Til 4 ilia Medici she had in arl\' hei n caijied away hy the 
nitensitv of his desire, luthd inomeul when he had ser'incd 
all, she nothing, shr' had known liow tics desire to 1 ic nreded 
sometimes tirtras's goi.id ssoineii. 

Rut there was a guR lixcil hetween'lliat svornan and the 
woman now sitting on the terrace- at Taormina. 

And never would Cesare hridge it. 

There was, ns he .suspected, reaction. Rut‘ik was re¬ 
action which had curried a nature hack to its own essential 
truth. 
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And Cesijre diil nnt know the straiiL'e*and mystical c<mi- 
viction which, almost like that cis v s'-a down there, wa\’e- 
less at EtjUiis foot, onvekipid tin- s<iiil id Dolores, ehanedny 
jt* gie'iny to its cuiirsi' .a mav dn'i otinn, tnw.ards the rcoaflii 
of unkiKjwn fate, hwi-n no\'.’, in f ti iTor ed \^■|lat (’i sare 
was, cd what hejni*dit do, slw fi ll le I'M lf hr a wanuin 
a})art. For out "f tli^ sin, the ti irme the surdidnfss, uiust 
arise a llowiT wiit'.' With iifiiiM'i ui'r. * , 

Aiid^ siiddi'idy (lerr l•alIll• tn hn' tie' llmiialil, ‘ l*ossihly 
this ehiM hail to lie’hurn, imt fur nir, not fiw Tie n, i^n^fur 
tT^re, but fin lli'»wnrlil ! 

It was a Thouulit pi'rli.a)is f.ai'it.astir, iirnyriiy nf a dreaifi- 
iny,W(*nan farrirT nu mi I hi'^h.ui |ur l|ial m.i nlan ran laa-r 

(IltiT, thr IxiT'i^jUr 1 t hr w 1111 r' Sails l^.it al'r srl tM\variK tie' 
tl.awlrss blur. Jbit it "ivas a tliMiieht that liriir. f. at li was 
never ()ufle tn dir in fhr ynnd iff Iti'lurrs. And it was .a 
t hi lurht that liftial liiT, in (h* inianrn(*i d its Is a aniny, ahi aas 
both h'T Srlisr id sill alld llrV Si lfsr (d fr;tr. 

ifnt lUr y-Try lay ah-we Elna, and thr eMry slept atf its 
foot. And shr retumrd min f ar. 

WTial must shr iln hifiWr rhr '.Mail hark \',llh This, to 
Ri.nie ? T fn w r\-as shr In y,, rn 11 1 ■ n,a tu rr shr had psi issal, 
tn triad fliiwn’intn tlir rartli^lhn arm'd man*hnrn of tlie 
drayoiri-f h ml h’ tie had snwn Y 

Nufsr .frimmys, sshnsr rirdriii.m niiened ..n to thr trri'aer 

• # . 

wlirrii 1 »nl.irrs*wus sitl iny, was i njn\ lyy a sj, ^ xa py 

stri'iiy and inti'er wnmaii, and imw talmiy ai^ unrxpertr,^! 
holidav, shr- \Tas np*rarly in I hr mnrniiiy and, uinsr.aried 
in, tsiylO-sri d I yl inadr rxpi dit inii-. r^irh dasy hnt always 
returneif to tin- hi*tlr| tn Imn'li wit h^ tiTars, whn sprni her 
ninrninys ipiirlly, sittiny \silh a hnnk in thr (im k thratre, 
or on thr Inwrr tr rrare id I hr*'l'itfli Ml imdrr tlm palm trrrs. 
PU'sently DliliM’fT’yi uji andwinRh. I hr windnw nf the 
nurse’s A.Mni. The Mltitr mnsipiitn nrt s'.as elnsriv drawn 
about Hiriiril. ^Dolores stood m the a[ierlurr of the window, 
anil softlAsaid : 

‘ Nurse I*’. 

There was no really. ^ 

‘ Nurse vr.u awake ? ' 

-^Yhaf ? ’ said amuillrd voice.. 

There was a rnovtrnent on the bed. 
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‘ Did si.niK- one s^)eak ? ’ said the voice, still dr^^wsily. 
Dolores stepped into the room. 

‘Don’t niose! Don’t undraw the net. I'll.-'-dt down 
oGtsidis I Want ti) sje ak t<i you.’ < ^ , 

‘ It’s you, Lady Caifiiynye ! I d'>n’t know what N come 
to me to-dav. , I fed (piit'' laae v \Mth st ep.’ 

' It ’s tuily th-' sir'M'co. Li'- still, a;id let Jiie sit'here for 
a little. The.ji'.st has ciuni-, and’ I ’\'y Jiad soine lettj^rs.’ 

‘ Letti rs ! .\re there aiiv fur me ? ’ 

‘NVd ' 

‘ Well, el’ voii know I’m clad ? I dun't sis m to want any 

• f /- 

haters and such fliinys leT'-. Rut vniirs ! I Impe they 're 

... - ■ I 

nil'" oiiis r ’ ^ > 

.Sh" moved ayain and,put In r hand to the ne},. ' 

‘ Nurs", ph asi- d'lii’t draw hai-k tlw net. ,I’d r/.ther yeui 
didn't.' ' 

^ > 

Nurse .leiinmys lay >' dl. e 
‘ .Tiist a,s \'iiu Ilk", Lad)’ ( aiineoiy" ! ’ sh" . aid. 

N iw li'T vniee Was ijiiit" w I (1 "-a es al, 

‘ I had sdinr l"ili rs thaf'liav" lh"y ’\’e' mad" me very 
aiixiiiiis, 'I'ley'e" fiieht'ied iii". I eh'ii’t kimee what tee 
( 1(1 al M lul t h"m. 

‘ I 'm sdi’i'T. Rut i( ak.'.yVs a nii tak" Id he friyhteiieel. 
It's that hriuys Ihinys rihuiit.' 

‘ Rrinys thinys. .•diniil 

‘ Rrinns IhiiiLV dll ,Id p"d|il", I hdlice’ia T ’\'e iidtieeil it 
dfli'ii with patie'iits. R" afraid nf sdiii" [lai'tieii'ar illne'ss, nr 
Sdine' [larlieiilar d[i' ralidii, and a-s idtcn as not it cdmes on 
yiiu.’ 

‘ Ijldii’t think I 1 m h' l " in all that.’ 

‘Will! I thdiiydil Vdii were more inelineel to it Ilian I 
am ! ’ o ■ • 

‘One'" pi rhaps 1 Wa,'.. Ijlll I tri"d tu hl.liy Somethiny 
ahout hy thinkiiiL,'. d'siriny, and il didn't happen. I deni’t 
think eve' can dd sitv mui'h far oiiiseR'es, e\,"n ayainst our- 
sidves.’ , 

‘ Can I helji you ahoiit those letters ? ’ 

‘ You ’I'e' the only persdii in the world that ean, I think.’ 
‘ I '11 di.i my best. You may eiejieiid on thatiL 
‘ can do riothiny InTj'. Rut when ,ny husband eon*fe>, 
and we no back to Rome, I think perhaps you might.’ 
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Shr drc\f her eh air a little further away from the m<isquito 
net. 

^'tVhoit g<‘t to ItoiiKiilo you think you ceuld gn a^al 
• s#o sofne nne for iie' t 

‘ I (iiifi’t,see whyji'it.’ 

‘ It’s—it ^^■ou^ll 1 ) 1 ' lie' jii-rsori win I'.'uiio tit \ i>it^ni'' win ii 

you were witlnuc tie t-ille^r ilay.’ 

‘ • 

Dolitre-i ^^4ls eili'Vit, .Sle* del ml kmw Imw to em. 
41ii,ou gh she lead told Xiu’o' J-nmii:-. nne h sle' le-erieil 
(old her ev*'rT'tl*u*e. Ikit if He- Xur'-e' wi i'i' going to lejp 
her must sl^- not li 11 i‘\i r\ ^hiiig ^ 

‘•I Ra\'e had Soue' F' 11' r* from Inin,' sle' said at length. 
‘He doe^n*1 *mdi island Ihmg'^. And 1 in afraid, unless 
soiUtdliii^' is d»iiie, he might do ^le' a 'ST'al de.'d id liarm. 

I 'm afraid le' miglil ruin i»y life iilh rly.’ 

‘He shan't do lliat,’ san f f le^ \ oiA- liehmd the mosijuito 
ouiiiaiii with great deeinon. ' Nol if I ean slep him at any 
rate ! ’ • , . 

' diiii’t mr'an rnv soei.d life, Hiileres ediilimieil. I 

don’t rialK' eare aljout lliat. \\ leal f iieaii i> iny life with 
m\' Imshand.’ ^ 

■‘Ai^r 

‘ I suppose —I d.ai'es.av^ai 1V oiP' mislit llimk, afler \^hat 
has U p[ieued, thal m\'life wil h m\-liu V>el niusl me.aii \'ery 
hLtle*touie. Tied Isn’t so. || me.mi-.* \ er\l lung. ^.Vnd it s 
I h.'it —I i:no\V (]uiteg,ve||- ’ 

She stoppwl. I’le; Irving to spe.d, lie- pl.nn truth hrought 
il t horrivde*meaning home loli.r '.'.iHi a eh arie's^ lhal hurt 
her like too I'ler^sTight. Sle- fell .a 4 if de-eoiild ledpiiflhat 
tfilth into wolds v^eii Io X11 r.se^.|eiyimg . . \nd perh:ipsince 

that cons’er;», d loll ^rfter d11 1 1e- r in lt*la.'.'o 1 h11 1 lerini, I he nuI'se 

uftderstood*e\*'r\d hi n^e e\'. 'll \v 1 »lI htd.not lieen plainly told. 

‘ XurseF’ sh'' hegaii agaii^ ‘ the person I want you to see 
J.hyrks»n^' kn t^T than 1 am. He doesn t uiiderdaiid at all 
how kiad I am. I wafft \ on to iie'ilceiiim unilerstand. He 
—he ihinks*! loj-e^him. That would have keen s<une excuse 
for me,’ li'.'r sa^ce b(wamr' lower : ‘ I waul him I feel he 
ij^t kijcAv* tied-—that I hadn 1 that* excuse. k\ hen he 
knows that, I lhin*k he will hatt< me, I am sure ht must. 
I suppyse I am hafeful.’ 
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' Don’t say l hat.’ 

‘ Prrhap^ siiH'i- I s]Hik'‘ to ymi tliat niylit in Palazzo 
Barhrrini yi>ii niiih rsland a littL —I dcii'l know.' Perlinj.is 
no om;' c\'ir conkl. I don’t kiiow-^-iiow wholli'T I c'Aii’ 
nndiT>tand. But it's'd.aii . (.)nly- only if iry liusband 

sliould ' \'i 1 ' k'piow I don't fool I could live any loiij^cr. lie 
thinks I arn a cikmI WMtuaii.’ * y 

.'suddenly she yot up and went to the'viiidiov. . '• 

‘ ( Hi ! I don't know liow I u .n sei‘ l ini agpdn ! ’'.she ex- 
clairnehl. ' 1 dread Ins eoiuiny,' 

Nurse Jr-iinines thrust aside thi' n le e | n i {(» ref and eniergi.d 
iitio till' roniii, with her red hair in disorder, about her 
hushed and fl'-ekled face. 

'Couldn’t ymi leTs e> ye nae| f tell ynir husband—Lady 
C’annyneeshe said bluiil ly. '■ ' 

‘ But—I teld you ! Il 's niy husband 1 lor'C ! ’ 

' 'riieri eciul.ln’t you ki-u-.t, Inui ? 

‘ d’riisl him ! 

‘ Wit h just I he I rul h „ 

‘He would leaer speat: p, ne,' ayain. That 's h'gv'nieii 
are.' 

And'Nur-.e .Tenmnes, after an instant of s;le|it I’elheliou, 
said : ' " 

' I s’pose it is how Ihev are, (.,„J help them ! 

‘And T thini; , ' 1 )o|miss said, lonkiiig iiway froiu tie 
nurse, ' PMiinl: I wouM ratle r, ess u now, that tle-y ivere liki; 
that.’ 

Nurse .Jeimines gazed at le r st'adily. 'But neither 
wonder imr sarcasm cane' into the senburnt and ■‘'reelh<I 
faee.'oiiK' a \'erv huma/.’ ti ielerness. 

' 1 don’t see liow vour husliand could help but lus'e you,’ 
she said. . , ^ 

Dolores liii'iied roiirer, eair.e to the fiurse and toughed Iht 

</ > 

shoulder. . 

‘ Sas'e III'' from lo,.,iny him!’ she .said hith auacctirb 
almost of terror. ‘ When yesu yet to Uoriie yo to Dmi Cesare 
Carelli an<l make him understand. Trv topvake him forgii’e 
me, leave me alone. Only fry 1 But—if be elocsn't ! If 
he won’t ! ’ • ^ •'v 

‘ Hu'h ! Hush 1 Now,my dear, we ’ll go to the garelen 
and be quiet. Didn’t we coma here to be quiet,? I’ve no 
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idea mT spi^ilini: inv litll- liMliday, I (muI.H yn, a lot 

of hluok fancies that for nlnin-l le ilaiii ciaic' to aiiv- 

thiriy. 'FinTe laioiiLh te ^^lc■n ihiiie’"' d" liajipii^n. 

>Fiov, *A'oii put nil vniir hat and taka a Ijook, and '.^'n ’ll y,) 
and sit* 1.)/ that fyuntain. 1 ih* jnst Inve its odd little 

noisr ! ’ • • ^ 

And V. Icai Ijicy w. iiMlc aaoh n JX’iiis.r Jenninns, iisiny' 
a su^yejy iifirnrat t'* NMancn, A'.li' lla r snhth-*(,r imt, turned 
the e\'iM of Ik'h'res p as anIs^pii< I inh■ li\- thn simalniiy of one 
nee only. »\Vhon Nniola had duly sol th<‘ fountain 
f>la}'iny, sh^ i^ai^ifked ; ^ 

' 'J’here aje linv.s in a \^oInan'^ lifo winn shi^;' doesn’t owe 
it ofid’f to herself fij keTp he».( if from yri/zliny and frettiny, 
lait to SoIIlT' mie eKe Iimi,’ » • 

T)ol ore'*; looked at the nurse 'uphout sayiny a word, Out 
the expression in Irei' iwe^ *ho',\e(l lhat she had unihrstoiH], 
and that the words had surflc d^s p iftto the soft nest of her 
heiyt. ’ ^ 

Did tn D niirsf, iK-licve , 

AltJ. at nioiuerit Dotaes felt ns if her niyetical 1 m |ii-f had 
receirs'd th<' ru'iide aepuieseeuci' of Motlnr Nature', Sic 
did not real is'^ I liat lie true I i.f wouien may decii^e for a 
purpose eounei'ti'd rvilh oia •r.hom she has ifariit to li_i\'e 
and to pity. , 

Dijor.'s did riot aiiswa r ('esare’s h tt'^j’s. Sic ilarisl neit. 

WhaT Could sic rente |hal would sali^fe him, slill^iis lierce 

excitement'.'' Aiid bhe dared ict hi him km*w w icre sic 
• • , 
was. He wmild come o\ er to sei k her. 'I'lll Nurse .Tenninya 

ri -t uriie'd 4o*l 1 oin ■ I hi 11 as mm-t he h fl *is I h' 'z w ere, Dolores 

hated to treat I'esai’e wilh rrliat m^ 0 sei m to him a Turin- 

sh'ous, an unjiardvn.ihle, conhiii|^t. .Still, oiiyhl Ic not to 

haras sonc cj ’iisideraf lou fia la r stije i.f fi .n' afl' r tie' receipt 

of* 1 he PriiiceD's waTiiiny>lie lAi>*il to think so. She 

e\a u diiT Think ms. Tint, s.^srellc she pardom'd carclhiiiy 

jse^ans# i^T his t^na- for her. And she fep that she alone wa.s 

the sinner* To protect le r ' 'f from tk' I' rror of any ncre 

letters she *trleyrajihed to the jialaee that iiolhiny more 

was to he forw«.rded.-that sla*' iniedit niurn to Itoirc any 

dryifc flisne, slc r<‘solved to detai'k la r mind from the 

yreat fr^ar rd the future. Sic ^esohasd to use tlte time 

remainmg to her in* Sicily in ^ueparat ion fok? something else. 
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She must fiml eour;i.L[<‘ iind <';vhii. Slu' had sr»u_dit beauty, 
(juiet, with a ,straui;i_ piirjMiM' 'ivliadi she had ue\-er told to ' 
anv one, and msw she was net asiuy then\. She svould use 
th' an. She asiiild yi\s' heisi If tu 1h<aii. Sdenllv she strnf.'e 
til suuuiiMii aljiiut her tin sjiirits nf fhejiills and "hlhe sea, 
tin.' spirits of '.dll- iili\s- and alni'iud eiie'es', and id th'- still 
sea en\s-rns \\-h>r'' tie- n.-d hv'- 'd I la- I'a'.-d hides in the e|;i-,sy 
deep, d'l I a pai'adise she had isaiie asitili a del d leras.^ s- ili- 

teiitiiiii. .Vnduie.'- 'In ■ r' -"I■ i L.t ■ i f 11 11 i I jt. ,, ' 

Sli'-'N.'ink int'i si illu' ss. Ihit d s' l ni'd t i h'-r always 
it was the slilhi'-s. whieh JU' eede.s sti>rni, .Jl 'napji' le d that 
a^ sui'cessii in Ilf da\e id sii'M-eii i;;inie tn Si'-dy just th'-n, 
reiiundiiat h'-i- iifU n id that v inter la-eninp vdn n she had 
drivi-n tn en it lie- l’ri.\ei Mane. Ih. I-i\a i- K fine licr eyi-s 
Istna briinded \',ilh mvered lir'a, snink-l' -- . terriiie. Xnw 
and then the eTe\' sil- iie-^ that hririd'd ali'iut ‘ La ^^lld:aa•na ’ 
W!1,S r) \'en 1 l\' a dull a nt I fal'-nff We I ell a I I a | | , tin- \ a|l a- I )[ t hi ' 
rnountain sp' at.inp. 'I'lieii tin- sit nee elna d ae'ain. .'hit 
thc' e'iiiee still eehni <1 in a wnmaiis lU'-ninry. T'l Dnlnri.s 
it sei-nied Id.'- a \"i'- that aT'.se fr.an lie- ni'ilteu dept|hs id 
the things unn-.ai |., ihi' nl' ii In r. ''tie T'.- is lei d'-bt that 
shall ent i-vi-ntiiallv le- paid tn th- ill tenin nt farthiny. 
'I’hi-re is nil se(Ti.-t thine that ah.-ill unl .iie- da\’ tn- kunwii.’ 
Sii th'.' luiiiinlain s'-eni'd t'> ap. ak I lirniieh tie- still yv'-y 
wi-atle -r In tie - ' 'in an ni. le i e al ■ - le d 1 1 fi'i an tie- In sdi ti rrae'i.' 
abnve tb- still, yrevis.-.-i. And its \nien was as a yT'-.-der 
\'niee, iisine 'eiiipiiral ne aii-. tn evppes-, lie- etein.al truths. 

Three we eks leel (laan-d. \nd Sir Th'ndnre.was enniini_r, 
lb- was niL his \sa\'. ttnlny. , \',a^ le it aiii-n why lea ; ya'le. I he 
jn\iriS'-V tn Tanrinina unle.-el id ne-' line h- r in Rnriie. It 
inisdit li'- bei','iu-.e le- had imt yet seen.'I’anrinina. Ur St 
inieht be fnr aiinller re-i-nii ; frnni a ei-nl I'-nianly desire 
tn pav a d'-lie.-d'- atl nli'C-. In hi. wife aft., I'-aviny he-r 
fnr sevi.-ral weeks nn aieille-r wnniaii's huuie.-ss. Then 
was sninetiines \eiy e.-Lr'fill in litth- thines,* Uetad ii(t;en 
appealed tn him. 'Idiu iniirii'-y fiCm Umne to 'ranriniria 
iiiiirht pnssiblv be d' tai], 

LIi uv was sh'- yniny tn meet him ? . 

Nnw that she kiww he was aetuidly nu his way. rusting 
towards Sicily bv dav aiiiL'iiight, she cniili.I iin Imiger coutrrd 
her mind. An.^ intense nervous agitation took pinse.ssion 
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c»f Iit-T. But sh'- triril to irovi rn it. Anfl spcoinllv she tried 
t'.> eiiiiceul it from Nursi- JenniuLTs. She ■'hiAV'd it mainly 
by her ^uith n d'.'sire for p'Tpi.tual occup.itiein. No\', she 
ejiuli]^ not las still. Sh'' V'im- i.arK' in Ih'' morniny. ^le 

ai'eoinpjtnied Nurse ,]'‘miiiiL'’s in, i ^[h dil ii ins rnounti il nu 
donkoy 1 i.'tck. J’li *y \m' nt I oe-'Is r I o M, in ti* Zirtl I o, to the 
summit»of Monk' \'i ijin-. d' sei ii.!.d f.i l]ie*s-.;i, took 

a 1 M lat, \'isil I ill', e;^\'' s ;fi id I'l i\\ i il nldii y ( li'' j’l IT \ i ny sho]'( s, 
III time I'eissed \\ilh a f' lrfiil s\siriiii ss. .-Viid the dav 
of Thi it’s arrn'a^daw iM'd, 

** 'TJ'' eanmit kimw ! ’ Do],,res s.iid to le m If. ' He shall 
,1 .» » 
not killiw. 

sh'' iol-;i‘ W I hi fsi'l f f.jl In .III e. .11 \ let-1. .11. Now sh I' did 
not f'sel aCi'sid of Ih' I’lme. . ,d !< Ikns" Ih'' trulh. Sh.' did 
not fei'l ,,'draii^ of -^ar. 's rio'.-ii 111 ly d. l'\’ s.iuie ri elvl.os 

lai 'k of e.*111 1 loll or 1 1\' s. .iie ■ 't . .f \*^. .|. i n SI a ■ did l a . t i a i 'li 

li.,.k forward into Iha fului.', and \V’nd'T what sh<' would 
do ^\h.'ii Iwr lamlie.al e, .ns id atn \.. a l|■alldall■d into fact. 
Wlaat ,sie.' fiar.ii a ^ lar own I'lws lali'.ii ia.\\'. ||..w it.uld 

shi' ei.iii'i .-d Iha eliany.' in lei's. If fii.n’ d’li' l|..\v is.iild 

sla ‘ 1 i i^'er la T s. .T' I as Etna e. . \. T'd I li. ■ I r. i i a nd. .iis fir. a ? 

Sla ■ lo. .fa 1 1 a I 1 1 . r a I f i n 1 I a ' sda '.Wi ii'. I ■/ 1 a a' a[ i[^'araiiea‘ 
Waa l■halla'■''d. • .Sur.'K' tlia li^.-.l .'a.ilal »MUst saa tla- 

\Vi.>ma*n ‘sl 'a hitd 1 ne. .naa . \ i a 1 Tl a . .'s a'. . , had . 11 lar f. .r 
III ora t liaii tan Vaai" . h i1' 'da- had 1 nan a yood ..n laii. .\ 
sie'kiwiin;e dr'.ud poa, , .d lar. .Wma^ sla' liad .s^mad she 
III. loiiyar Ulie\ad in Tla ..'s imfail hfiihas, ^t,. liar. She 
fall lliat sla^liad i a 1'ar 1 .d a ■ \ . 1 in it. .S|a' kla'\s la.wthat 

if Tla ‘I* ha d ai • I. a I! \' SI n la d aeal 1 1 st lar la- a. .i i h I I a ' \ ar 1 ia\ a 

* * • * 

lahaii fi.'!' to J-'iatseali, spok'ii of ^-'..iiia t.i laT as h'* had 

spi .k. n. 

.Sla- hail i.rdarair a I'arnae.■ »iIKi* h^d iiitand' d lo yo down 
1 .1 Ilia st at k«*.n. ..» *< iianlmi I.. n^.'. f Ue' li'ain fr..in .Massina. 

1 hit w 1 11 ^ ^a sar \ all t «i*i la to I'll ||. r 111"' I'arriass ‘ w lus w ai f mar 
at tla il'g.r sl^' eoiild la .t "Ti la k< ■ up lar mind lo y.. m it. 
*.'\ifrl sh.'t'allad Nui’s.' .h nninys. 

'NiiVs.', ^shi.' said_ sha Nsas la ar to trainhliny, hut eon- 
trolhd lar hodd \rilh an aff..rt. ' will sa.u do sonat hiiar for 
ru'- ? \MI 1 vou yo do\.,n and ina. t m\' hu .hand ? ’ 

'Don't you fi.el up to yoiny ? ’ 

Di ill iras shi H >k her In ail. 
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‘ Wouldn’t it Ijr brtti r to and got it over ? ’ ;.aid Nurse 
Jennings. 

She s[M)ko Cahill}', i-von ohoerfully. 

^ Yi.-s, Flit --I can't gi 

‘ Fli<-n I \N ill,' said t li' i|iii'sc. 

‘ Thank you And and .say snnii thing to him. Say 
I ’m ri all_\' not \a i\' \S(11. kt of cnuro,- I would haeo' come. 
Exjilain-- ]iri him for—lo* ma} hnijyiio <•h.'lng'd.’ 

‘ Y<au niii'.l not Ln\'i' \\.a\'. or ho will.’ 

' kt. will ho nil righl. if I jusi grt this hour alone.’ 

Nui'so ,f<'minigs oanio eloso to hor, lo ld la r hand, gav'i’licr 
a /.'iss, and \\ out aw .ay I o 1 lie o.irmna . In a moinont Dolori s 
hoard tlio soiiiVl of a \\hi|i er.aokino, ' f wh ols and of ('ioi;sos 
trotting;. Sin' wont doyn to I ho furlhor of tin.' tvo ti/rraeos 
holow, and \\M Ilo d iiji and down in I ho sun. ^l^'or tt'c .siroiccrj 
had liftoil, and tin- ^iin ' liininu tloit daw. 

\o ono w.'is Ihor s .y,lio |iao((' 1^1 .'ind fro for a long time. 
Flit tho mo\a'm. Ill s' oiu. ,! to inia’oao' In r larwoiis agitation, 
and '.it last sho wont npsl aiiss, and sat do\'v a imco inor' on Ir r 
own torraoo. .Sho soiioht ahno.t frani lonH}' in hor mind 
f<ir .soino siihjoot on wlnoli sho oi.iild li\ hor attontion. .\nd, 
as [loojilo ofloii ilo \',hon tho}' lind thonuoKcs in dosjiorate 
ciroiinistanoo',, sho h.ld hoi-solj^ that nothing |■o:l|]}• mattL'i's 
in tho lifo of t ho \^orld. 

'I am nothing! Il is :dl nolhiiia!' sho said to Irrsolf. 
‘ It rvill ]r;'-s a\s'a\' and ho forooltou almost rhn'rtl}'. tjoon 
I sh.'di lio go|io fill' ( \ I r. Tlioo too! Ainl thoso who will 
coni h'I I in mo, if w hat I ha\'o doiio is i \ or l.now n,^ tho}- arc all 
hunwing into dai l.iM ,.s. \\ o ai'o ohadiow'. It ooesn’t 

m.'ilti.r \‘.hat lia|i|i' iw loj^.iis horc ! It doi'sn t mattr-r at all 
\\ hat h.'ijt| M ils to n|o. 

.\nd all tho tinio sho f. Il'tli.A it mattovod more than any¬ 
thing had mattorod sinoe tlc' 1m oinninc (>f i ho .'.o.'ld, 

.Sho triod to ro-oapturo tho woild-f ■. ling which .she had 
had now and thon. .Sho lookoif at h.tna--ty-da}' stjowing 
a jilumo of w hit o snioko —and at tho \ .-i st paniarama of peaks, 
and ra\ ines, of riiok and jihain and sr'.a. ‘ Thore is the 
truth,’ she said to hi-rsolf, 'That remains — a.'iKluros. 
Etna saw Empcdoidcs. and is here still. In a ^cpv years I 
shall be, dust.’ 

But she felt U.S if she were much more than Etna in God’s 
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great scli^nie. And then, al)rii])ll\' it Imd lia]i[ieiied 
heh ire. the strange wearirn-ss and jU'ilni.-t’ heset her. For 
a irionieyt ihe rsas m ci ei ene li\' a sense nf reinnteiicss, as 

^ if shi\Wi.Te it 1II ] II lii*i gre.'il dl^lanee. She eli)seil l^er 
evi's, ^Vnd the world-feehng eeiy •tn her, imt in l‘■lln^lee- 
timi with nalni’*' afid nature's glur,', Inil in lynmeetinn with 
soniethfng heljiless, fyul, I lial nnelil I'e |iul mit al^mst \\illi 
a linaith, t lyilhefi il eanie, iteiild i^e|,.|i,l mh (_ii"l 

thriiTnjj* her. Sli* liad funnd eliel she le ed'd. She 

fasleiieTl her iniyd n|ieii it. Sh ' lleiiiehl. ' Net fm- -jea nut 
*T''ir'\iesaris, n«t fur 'I'lr " t'lil f-n tie- w.irld ! ' She lirneded 
ov er t hat tfieiie fit, I.eej n 1 le r e \ ^ . e|. i-,ed. .S||e sank di i m 

inti 1 tiiat tiTi iilL'Ii tt It’W as lil.e e|, aid and lire itl M ait I nr. 

- * ^ 

l)■|\^'n tWe^nari'iiW read that td tie- ]iia/,7.a slie heal'd 
eheerfnl , nriises, tlie i hi ■ rn 111 ed eraelaiig i.f a \^'hi|l. the 
I'ulhng of hei Is, tlie ti'iit i^f Inir-.'^' fe 1. 'linu as eMining. 
Eut still she la |)t her eyes»-.|ii| I . .t^id llie llaaiellt had H"! 
|ef^ hr-r e'.a n n*'\\. d'he nais.a^ere\'. laid and eeased. She 

heard 'V'liie. s —a dee|, las-, \a aee | | u | 1 1 is a is 11 all hr married 

life ahiiut he]'. II- 1 h- art h’al -]ni'i.l','. I'lil sli-' sal still 
alal erring in ea l.i h-'i' th-'Uidit. a^ if llial al-ai-' eaiild hnng 

her sulv.at h III, Sli-' h- aid sli le, -ai Ih-' 'tail',, the hass \aiiee 

> 

sax'ina, ‘ WiiAii IS it V ’ a rajh- r laid l.iiiiek»i'n I tie diHir, 
.She tiifni'd li’r head, rsilli-ail up nine iirr ey<a, and trierl 

to e.all, ' (inne in ! ’ * 

‘ l»)i '1 >retta *. 

r , ^ 

11,'id shr' call'd? 'I'lie -1 a ir \'.,is cip--n. .Sh-' was laiking 
at diiec's I alMisin'i-r hr- 1 \\ n hal'ide, krisdit e\'es, tinek sih'i.Ted 
h^ir. •sViid li-'* sei-ni'd tn h- r new, la e,'inee of her sin. lie 
ei'i I ee ,f t he I'l I. aniLiid eanie out to ty ■ I --i raeis. 

. ‘ W h.'vt 's this M ai are ill I ' 

HeiidiiiL'' d"V,'n Iis' tiHik h- r'ienVl,’ Sh<' linle-d n}i at him 
st'iidihe. In*’ ]niig liei'^th'iiiehl in hw'.niind. 

' Not*iU ! ’ 

‘ lliyt you ’\y' grk Xurse'^leiininga, and she- tells me you 
rel.llv ale not wrll. , And if ram're l.imught her with 
you—— . 

‘ 1 brought hcras eonipniyv-ehirily.' 

He sutyij\wi ni'ar la r. Ills i \’e,s were senrehing her face. 
She saw^that, and*eluiig to her tE-iught more tirnily, almost 
fiercclv, 

» 
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‘ But you do loril;——' he beLUtn. 

He stopped. x\n ulniost puzzled expression came inb 
bis oyos. 

What ? ’ said Doloros. ' What ? * 

She novrr toiik luT eyos from his. 

‘ Not rx.aetly ill ! ’ he said. 

I'or ,a uioiiK'Ut he seened, slio thoiiedit, ernbarra.sst’d. Hi 
moved his ('h.air roiiiKl till ho fiieeil the view. ,j^Aiid he gazec 
at it in siletier. • ' ’ 

' Hu’v e||(i;is ! ' he said. ‘ Bedplc are riL'lit. N)ld ^lewmai 
’.vas right, and Goethe, when he wrote Kjmnst Du’du. 
I+uid ? ” hi re.’ 

Still looking at the view he repeated the lirst orrse^lmo.sl 
under his lueath. in a muttering voice. At (he end ht 
sighed. 

‘ \Vonderful ! ’ he said. 

He turned again towjirds Dolores. His face had changed 

It held a look of strong, sise genuine emolion, 

W chanee from --Lane.aster (fate!’ he s.aid., ‘ Vt h< 
shall d.are to s.ay that life is not worth li\nng ? But, tin 
worst of it is a plaee like this makes one -siieh is thes t'ernal 
voraeitv of human nature, eh! —long for more, fi.ir other. 
Itoesii't it?, Have vmi ever iiotiisil, Do]i^-(tta, that we 
reallv are f.a Jiioiied for Eteiaiitv. wh.afever tl's mat.'Talists, 
the atheists sav ? Ge know it im a plaee like this, where 
we are mveii^-well,' alinoP the ulliiiiate lieaklv. and V'berc 
we desire, and just in eonsi • im iiee of that, iijore, more of 
ever\-| lung. Well, now to iinpaek ! ’ 

Hi’ got u[( r.ither lirnsip]i 1}-, then stood lookj[ig dawn on 
her isirnestlv. 

^ ■ .It 

‘ Mole of (.'Vers thin :! he repe.ated, 

die bi nt down .'lid I.e-w ] Di'li.ri s. Tlwn he went into his 
bedroom winch adjoined iiei's. And whib ,h'vur.ipacked, ihe 
heard him humming,'' iv nifsl du da.^, band ? ’ 
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ciTAi*Ti:i: XXXVII 

T;i AT ev^ninl^ ilirmcr Sir I’lTi ndorc snid In his Avifo : 

' 'I'lVi arc riimiiii,' In sit mi tlii‘ In rarr ? And nurse ? ’ 

‘ In 11 MK^n'iil, Tfien,. I 111 list nn And !_"'I a wrap.’ 

•D V nil tliir.k _tli>u 'll m ( d "IIS ? 

' li'dit ntir. W'l*'ll he (i(iw 11 dir'ctly.’ « . 

•^hr Avnhi awliy fnllnw'dd hy Xuvss J'eininns. Sir Theri- 
d'lri- str"IT<:il nflt In the hTras" and lit a < lenr. ^ 

’I’jn nin^it \va4 w'uyii, li+e' a niyhl "f snnt'^i'T in a land of 
tfii' sun. , * * 

'TlitTf '.Aa*s nn wiinl X'*! i vi'n fie' lisdil st hri'"/,.' nima'd 
the h'MA'V I'su'ss "f till' palm t*'<'s, tie' clmdiiny rnsss that 
hid till' e'llunins. I'ar a\^ay h- l'i\^ tlii' niiirniur "f tin' sea 
was just au'iijtli'. Liln; lir' lli^s ah'>\a' llis wafi'r slmni' ths' 
tnreh'.is (if till' lislisi'iii' n, as llii'y pul niif fr'Mu (riard^rii fm’ 
tln ir t'lil nil th'' ds'-p. 1" I'lW Hi ■ I' ri'acc, Imyiiiid tins 

nafd'^n Ilf till' h"t'‘l. Sir d'lr •'d"]'!' saw a darl. mass "f tr'TS, 
.■\nd as hi' st'i'iil '.'.ilh hr- hand "ii tin' rad that iiridicli'd 
th" tcrrae. ffmii sdmis.s In r" 1" hes’ ami lia\"i^ him the Aauee 
of a man la up : 

-) 

‘A IT is'.aui iii'P ’ a • 

.S| -1 11 1 r mi u rai 1 nini f r", 

S' in " It _ ti I T I ai I il I la la la i i 
I lie :il 11 II I a Iavui a 

‘ (yiT-t'i' la i:i iItI |i'Tite 

I >11 VC l|llcl t 1 I'l ) I 

. \ lai lie a trail i r la l'i"iiila h. la la la 

# I ^ # . 

< nfi ijii barjo (1 .lyior 

Sli.iwly the vni(>‘•tra\a Ih <1, as tif" hidd' H sinyer mn\aal 
on amiij the^n-cs, yniny fTi\\ard> th" pi'mnml' h}- ahi"." th" 
ll>aa whhre G'li th" sa^- -it is sanl—\'.hi'n In' wT'iI'* his wcmdcr- 
ful Sony. „ It yrew ninri' plamtisa- a^ it yr''\A' faml"i'. I'riim 
the liyhted town sjiri ail 'Uit nn tin' hills Imlls S'simdi'd, 
Etna, likemi yTyantie sha'hiw, Iift'-d il s' If Inwards th" myriads 
(a{ stiAs. 'I’h" penetrutiny sc'^it nf llnwers stnh^ np fmni 
the garden belijw. .-^nd Sir Th'.odnre^ stnnd ijuite .still 
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watching, listenincr, hrld, bndy and mind, by the spe'l of place 
and (if niL'lit. Milijiiyated liy Sicily. 

‘ In a ri mm aln o'c liim N’ursi■ Jcnninys Ncas satiny to Hoi' 

‘T'.a, that 's it. T will .vtiirt back to-iiiorrow. dt 
bctti.T ao. Aii'l 1 'll niak’- [nm umlcratand. Now, my d'.ar, 
don't Worry. IvymcmlM t what I said to yon r.lmut thinkir.i; 
for HiiolliOi. It ma\' be. t\ ho '.s to Hiow ? Trnsf it to 
< me. Aii'l yo (l,own now, or h<:’ll bm (ycttiiny impayent. 
Men always do.’ 

' 1 Ivt ♦‘.a )U are ci irnimy 1 ’ 

‘ No, 1 'll stay up Iwrc.’ 

At'iut - 

'No, indi'd.' T can t'dl you tji.ht this j/.-.t ni'Jlit I ♦ha.’l 
ha\(‘ no' lOMi thouybis, jpid pli nty of llwiii,’ , ■ 

' 1 niidcrsiaii'l,' sai'l Dol'iia s, ' \’ou hai.l.y.iur tin am.’ 

' ()\\ iny t o you.’ ‘ , 

‘ .\iiil it 's oiiK' the beipnniii.;, Iftliinic.’ 

' W ho’s to know ^ 

Til'*-!'-'-" A'oiiicii exchaiiyi'd a kiss. Dolor'S Went vlown. 
,Sh'‘ saw Nurse .b inniics im iiiori'- that niadit. ^ 

As slm cani'- "lit, aii'l shut tlw yptss door behind Iwr, 
sh'- saw til'- tall form of la r husliaiid mi the farther t' rrac's 
lUotiolll'SS. SD' stoo'l for a H'oiii' lit watchihy liiiu, and 
\o'iid'TiliL'' ^^hv at tliat liioliiilit it \('as init t'l llllii tll,\t she 
f' It li' Ts'-lf traltis -S bill to C' saT' ,' .Sh'- li' sital' '! t'l ^l])- 

proach buy 11'‘ had S' iii'd to ac's pt the iii‘W V.)o|orcs that 
day. lb' had ' N' Ii, hi tlii'- Inav i 11 \'iroiilii'-lit, loa n muell 
more like tIw '1 h' o of "kl I haII Iw hail 1 M i ll sine.' tIwir lirst 
coiiiiiic to b’oiii''. 'I'll'is- lia'l l" i ii a softiiei^s, nlpu'ist a. 
t' li'l' Ti^i ss in his iiiaiiii'T ^bi his wifia Doksfi'S had fiar'al 
an iiol incti\as r''';oil "ii Ins pul. Ibil h'- ha'lse'.iii'ii fi'shly 
attract' '! by In r. lie Inul'S ' lb''1 I" ((isfi t's draw in .al¬ 
to li'T. 'I'ln- uroiiln saw '>r In r t"riin iil' il'Kciirt had bi em 
fulsili"!. 

And this fact niad' 'I'lico sIraimN t'l 1)'ilorcs ,that (rycpiniy. 
N' iw she Tvveiit t'i\'. .ii'ls him, walkiny s'^ttly arnoiic the littlih 
chairs and under the spiky h .’is’es of the ]ialms. Slv sti.pjicd 
down on t'l the S'fond uiisln ll tT'< 1 tirracc,' roofed only by 
the stars. And she came up t'.i him. Without t-irning he 

* i * 

said : \ 

‘ W hat a place | I belieyc in Ulysses, .1 lielioye in-^ - ’ 
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He niov (51 fiii'l I'Milci (1 at his s\ifr. ' r)(slMr(;tta, flrpfnd u]ion* 
it this WHS the Isle nf falypso. I.link ! I,ist(.-n tn that s-sa ! ’ 
Aftc» a*liwni-llt ll-‘ ylyilrd, ‘ II was a scrllr to iill a (hMl 
Ji'orn II'-a\'eii wiMi \\'oiii 1 'T ainl il' liaht.’ Vos, it iniist fla\a; 
h)een Jii-j’f- til,at Ji',al\'[is(i offor.*! *1111111,,rt,alitv t(_i I K swas. 
Cnl\ |iso! What a ii.aiip'! Aii<l lli' i'i- ,ar<* iii.o])],' say 

a xsor'l (saii't ln' huaulifiill Hut Iho', h'l^-ss, s yn V ’ 

‘ Ikit \\lprs-'s ^Xur.so .^| uninys ? ’ Ik s.iid, in a cliaiiL''d 

a-i^KS 

■'-SIk-’ s jiMt j,ftniny down any hkto lo-niLdil.’ 

Isn’t sJks ? la I U'. sit do',', 11 '-Ikwc l.iy 111'' railiny. ftno 
M'Hik thn wash 'fT.lho’s-','!.' , 

.S| K ■ ’f d' I'id' 'd I o si ai'1 hack I o ^o uri,' to-n K a i, ■ w 

I d'ii4 t Want to di'i\a' licr a\',a',’. .'she s, ' ins a ni,'':' • 
sort of woiiian, d'']"'!!' laUlc. I .sffoni'l Ihink,’ 

' I lik'' Iwr w iw much hi'li ' il. ♦ look Ufioii la r as a r' ld 

fg''nd.’ 

■ W^ll, no ih'iikt 'Iiall s',‘ h''!’ ayam in IvonV'.* Hut 
doii'l lit us Ihink idioiit l■\''n Ijoni'' to-niylity 

‘ Thco,’ JloloFi'S sahl, aftir a sil, ni'i'. ' W lial maih' Voii 
Colne hci'c Is, f'/tch 111 '' hacis'.'' W.i, it 1,, ,'ans,■ ,\'ou had 

.lf . 

iKsSS'l' S'.'cii 1 a',1 liiliia , • 

' X'it whoilv". W li\“ do \'ou ad: ’ 

' T onl\' ssolid''!’' '!. a 111 11'-.’ ^ 

' 'I I lioiiylu I -diouI' 1 111 ,'- to M'I ' .S'!'# I\' ii, i th \'oi^ aft■ r such 

a I' ,t of Ini. ii'.'ist' I' J la I' 

' Wil ii 11 "' ! 1 )i'l \s ,11 V ’ 

Til* V .iiin'l*iii Ik 1 v. i,',' iiKua d liim t'> ilra\'. his chair (d'>scr 
to hci's. If,' did not l.iio',', h'.'. ' V' n h"w, hut il^''' ni<'d 

to him that his^wifo ha'l cliaiiy'd suldK'. AikI tln'T'' was 
soiiwthiriy in llw clian>y'' whfi'li fiff'*''l' d him, \'.liii'h vcs, he 
fickmo\v 1'(ly,^I "iT t(v liim If ,-^nnd*!'^ Ih'- stars wIik'Ii fas- 
emat''d him ainws'. * -^h'' d k ' hai 1 1 iccn p, 'enliark' f, n mi mo. 

^ I'liit iici'fr sill »s''cmcd to of ill'' N'lTv issciici' i,f V,"inan, 
s^rany,'!}' appe,almy »nd y,'! strany,'!/ myst, I'loiis, He said 
to liiiiisi lf 1 haj^ jM i'haps IIk' maiw clloiis li' .iul vof tlo' cadre 
in ^shich 1 k' f'.mnd ly r aff' i't'd his oiitl'iok upon lasr. But 
si,imotl^iHyin his heart di ui' d it. ddu fe was surely a chanye. 
And it was a ch.dnge that couM not leave a sensitive rnau 
wdml^v unmoved.' 
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‘ Are you sur])risr(fi l)r)lnTetta ? ’ he suid. 

‘ I dond kni'W. And - -.'uid Hint wn, \'our only reason ? ’ 
‘ That w.'us niy rcruson. ] ). ,n’t lie l^ike Islsa tn-niL'ht. , 1 )on'l 
ask iij niue|I,’ 


‘It is a niieiake to ask .^lo nmeli of ariv human Aeino. 
Yes. ITeiw Ini'- liat is ! ’ . 

‘ Itut--eouKl I a k you too nimdi ? k Im leun, ,1 a litlle 
teiwards her. -I don t thiiik so. 1 )o|isr^tta. k oii Iii^'e a 
look of rii_\‘sfery, Ful I don t Ihn'k in alj \'ouiy inysUrs' I, 
esiuld es'i.T eoine upon a is pnnn.ant thine.’ , 

She said iiothine, hut she dis v: lii.r wiiHe '\sTap nr'rc 
elosVly ahout her, 

‘No, he Coiitinu'-d, ‘It is lynte tme, "T suppose, 'that 
one human beine 1 ,,-.* r is ,ni| .|ete|\- IvHow aiinl InT. lint 
one human heiny esiii atoohih ly know eeul aiiul hinyc uliout 
another.’ ' , 


Ferlain ) hine,, '! ’ > 'i 

‘ s\s for iiiel.'inee T ,ahs,,|nle|y kneia that tlieue .are sonse 
thiriLd esliieli vmii are inesa]iah|e of doiny.’ " 

‘ \'e,. Y ’ " 

111 seem surprise,! ' 

Wdien yon sa\' I li.it a e n al i v ijil I H v kiiow ! ’ 

I to yon I ii'h m to :, I 1 1,, i» I ah ^, 11P ' I 1. 11 o \s m are 
imaipahle, f,,r in-taiese of a le Irav.al of liir-t of mv’trnh, 
let us say 

‘ t )h I i.'i "k ! II e' re I , s, ii lie e 11,. si 11 ei n y ! ' 

She yot U[i ;nid si.| lee Ike rail. lie eanie'.and slo,.,] 

beside her. lie t . „ k; ier hai |, I, 

‘'Idle F.le of hale |oo!' le- murmured, ’'I’he (Myh.aiihsj 
i.sle.' , 

\\ Ir ii the \s,iee (ird a'.Moe le aid : 

Sh.ali We yo 1,, 11 e nppl r 'o n kei ■, , ,nr own t' rraee ? ’ 

‘ If you like, Theo.’ 

F'.eii her \oi,'e se, me,! to him to h'a\e siihlK' eiiane-',?' 

« .-St 

til he more apjiealmy Ilian il lied , rs r lieiui h. Vie. ^ 

^\ hen they pas-, d f hi oimli In r li_d i1 ad lie, [ro, ,m to yo oul 
to I he hiyh terraee. whieh hekuiy-d e\elii--i\'el v to tliem, he 
sts'pjied, and looked e|,,-,, |\- int^rln r ,.yi 

' Wdiatyour ey, s look -.o sti'anye to-niyht. Ihiloretta !’ 
he said. ‘So strange ! 15uh why are there tears in them 
now ? ’ 
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She hfjit li' T 111 ;i<l. Sill’ dill Ill'll s.A’ a wrird. IE’ driiw* 

li'-r tn liiiii till h' r faci- was liiddsii ai^aiiiist liis liiid\'. 

riiir Ji/^'ht in Xiu'se JininiiiLs' ri'iiiii was rxtini/ni'.li' d. 

‘ iViiat is it ? ’ hi" nlrnnst v. hi-'fii'ri d. ' Eut what is tt ? ’ 

Itwn’t .ask —tli' i'i’ arc sn niaiii’ fliiiics ! 

• » * “ 

• ' llas'c I—is it iny fault ? lla\i I hurl *iiii '! Have I ? 

Iwl nic (‘ry, d’li.ii ! 1 I'an'l Iwlii it tn-niehlf’ 

Jh; <Jrew*iii’r dyuri "ii'u s' ifa di > i In (lie indi 'w. and held* 
her W'lr .a !■ aiy 11 me. , \ i ae he le Id le r he t la 'iiLdit : 

^ hilt lia'.'^ 1 1 leeii I ii ly le all till'. 1 1 1 1 w ? ] V rhaj^-i-*-' 

Tliat iijy^t 1 1 - tune el t. I I ). ||. a-es. 


Tilt: Ka\' aflcr Nurse .1. iihinew' reiurn (n Ihiuie she imik a 
c.’ili and drier IS In lie- yal.u'e m 1||e*('nr'n 1 mlerln Eniiin 
r\here (.'I’.'ure t'arelli lived willi III I'.'iriiilShe h,ad Imt 
written tn sa\' she was cnriiiiiw. Iml .le h.’id i|iiil^’ decided 
that if ('esafe Were ill l,'nlm’ lie WnllM lie nlj|... d In I’l’Ci IVe 

her .ami tn ll si i-u tn w led she Iml In '..ly. die' .a 11 i v ed al the 

palace at ten n'clnch in the lnnnillie. As ; le' pnl nut nf the 

‘ • 

cah an n|d man w 1 1 h a ■ver\' r' d faei^ and a da " ^ e\ jivi 'smn 
issu'd lle.'Wllw I'i’nni I he ]in|’|er's |n,|ce nH llie |ett nf lie’ 
ell trance, and tnhi her I" cn ii| i I n lie- t hird llnnr. \'aynely 
he nyf,j-e,l h^’i' the ir e ,,f the hl'l.. She sinrdily I’efiised it, 
n mil lit I'd t hmit'k'at si a Ilea SI', ai ii lyal ly an e|eel i le 1 leU 1 m ' udc 
a tall dniar {lainted Mack. It was nyeni d h}' a larye man¬ 
servant. • « » 

» ‘1 want *(11 N'-e ,1 )nn Cesm'e (''*relli, ]ilease,' said Nurse 

JennihLs vv ii h e-a Imn. I'lslnn. 

Tlje wian linked at le r wilh .siirprisv’. 

Ma—-’ lie Iiee-.'^l. ^ 

' Is he h EmiieA ’ interriiiiled tlw nurse. 

‘ Si.' * • . 

' Is lie 'in the house ? ’ 

‘ .Si, siyrmra. *]Jnn Cesare is ki llii' tiriiise, hut— 

‘ I^jiiiiJly say I must see jiim, and yn. c J^ini tliis.’ 
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She handed fo the servant a card on whieh slie ha'^ written 
‘ Nurse Id.i Jeimin^s.’ 

Ltuii Cesare knews iiie and wiU,se<_' me,' slie ad'd'Al. 

Trie servant asked le j- tn walk intu tlie hall, and,<stil(* 
hiekine ratlnT SMleinnly Mir^)rise,l .'uid deijOtful, rveiit’ a^vav 
witli tlie I'ard. 'Afler keiny away ter se\'er'al minutes he 
came I lack. and asked Nui'se .teumnys if '1 )eii (a s;u'e had met 
her r< eentlv. < , ■ ^ • 

Yes. rieas.' tell him ijuite re(*'iitlv, v,,'ii:ii I '-.as akend- 
iny a jiaf^imit in 10line,' ' , 

The M resant l'"ik Itlis ne ss.aee atnl aim’ll hu'ie dlaTi'lV 
aslohl the nnrsi- te walk ini" a lariv: siltiny-reeim,, cvidentlv 
a man's reum, and t" sit d"\e in .■ “ * * " 

I)"!! h'es.are svill ('"nieeut "lie'".' he addeih 
'I'he nu^^e did n"! sit d"\Mi. She- felt active. She' felt 
hraced up for a i'"nlliet. li fore' she h ft I hat T'oeUii she' wtrs 
determined to seeiir-' ItMoi'e^ fro'n Ihe danyer of anv peT- 
si ('111 loll a I 111-' hands of I h' ■ man il h t Im lierv eves. 

She- l""keil ahoiit the room, .'A hieh was (.'"in fortali’ie hut 
not artistic, and was ralher dail, m ("iie. d'lie hiyyivm- 
eliair-. Were of hlaek' kalher nmeli \eorn. And there was a 
huye' hhu k hat her sofa h a nd i n y ayainst a sol id n I iny-tah|e 
iilyeil with a Vii'a rail, 'I’li'l”' \sere i n lok casi a. which to 
Nurse .fenninys' not uninl i llie''iil ywe-, lookeil as Ihev 
contained t hal I >d>' ■ of hi' l al 11 T' ■ for e \ er nni'' ail hv anv em.'. 
()n a ^nlal^^ahle ka'A th'’' '- or four ne.all'.' fold'-d m w. spa]ri,'rs, 
'Idw hiyh dark'I'l d evalls, which weni up lo a ii.aint'-d and 
('offia'''d ceiliny, AM V'e (h e.,ran'I wilh a f.'W pii't, ires ; dim 
and nn'sli ri. Ills oil lands.'apes, dini and ni vsh rnus ei! 
aneest ihrs, soiii' ■ eh w er sk.'' eh's of h' 'I's. s still and in meis'e- 
lUeiit o\’er ohstacles, s.'\'ei'al pairs (.if f.iiN, and trsn out¬ 
rageous caricatures of ilonian youny men, mcrr'ellouslv 
clever and mare'. llously audacious, hy (.'ir. lla, A laryk' 
photoyrajih of the Duke of the ^^nul an ins’crijitioii 
at the lioitom. Not far fr'iin it there s'.'as a f;hot( lyra^ih (.ff 
(^uecii Maryherita, ak o with an aU^oyrajdi. Upi.ui the 
writiny-tahle lay a book em the usi.' of areoplamW in war, 
Le Ki>{, a Frem.'h ci.imedy, amd Paul P'luryet’s Mt'usongt’S, 
Between tin' lea\'es of this last was tiinist a larye n'Virv piaper- 
knifc. 

The door opened, and Nurse .h.'nnings, lurning, was con- 
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fronted soy the man she had already one.' faced and got 
rid eif. 

‘ thifid m'srnine'' I ’ she* said. 

Osarc came uji tn her, and teiMlc^lc r hand. 

‘ GteHorning.’ 

He-,dr"ji]M <| h' T hand, whieh !)'■ had tak^.n fm^iially, even 
stillh' Hiiel add'd :* 

Id*<i[)e' V >U Uilf sit 

‘ Thant, eaai,' '♦aid .Imninas. 

Wslo eat d' I'lffi ( a I I lo hhok li 'a t la r S'd; i, 

'■“’H'OV i.N L;gly t'annyna:- y ’ aaid (VaaV''. 

.\a hef-a[)aki- h'’ ka.eir'd ill-. la''a,‘, Nurse ..Teunungs 
e?a\v that h.,' \', as'\ i. i1. ut K'*e.seiled, 1li"irdi his \iiiee did lot 
shiiw it. ' ' * 

' I sjj]i}os? \ou are' still eMtli^le r ? ' he adek-el, hefni-e s|ie 
had time tiI n Tilv. * 

'X", I ha\e C'.’ijie away.* I.on' ('aiiny'nge is \sdh her 
iTiisle^nd low.’ 

‘ W here ? ’ 

The wwT'd came' from his hja il. reele. Ife lenk'd angry, as 
if with hinisel f, and liastily e- .i 1 1 ilaa d : 

' X'li diiiilgt r.adv t'aime’iiee li.i. e.iine t.ael. to IN>me.’ 

'■N". If' r huslialid hast-S.ia d' la l'.’ 

Tfe saiel la d hlliLe 

The\' ar-' 111 .Sm'iIv,’ addeil llo niii«e. 

‘ In .Nieilv ! ’ said Cesai'e, a. if ,0 fliels '.‘,ilh a ^ern ania/.e- 
ment. • 

‘Eoana fryiii tla re- v< st' rday. That is 1 get lore'ea steaday.’ 

(.'i+.fti'e sat dyw'ii. 

' Ladv (.'aliiivnge has keen iif .Soily ever since slie 1, ft 
Kome ? ' he said. . , , 

lie loi kig.l slenight at Xiir-.* .feiiiuiigs, Ifis black era-s 
had ^'‘.cniiie pieisal^e, his lartid-.1'fi!*■ fae'e alnaest ugly with 
suspieaiii. When lie \va* net i.|>e.Hkitig his noiitli was set 
^nil* Irlistinafe'. And as his expri s^aai edianged, and the 
attraction of hi.s ^aailh and eiiifiehia ss slpiped alna.est 
mysterii'iisly»a.eedv freun him, X'lirse .feiinings felt herself 
change tow'ards hifn. Slie began tn pity him anel to feel 
‘.orneldilng that ^vas alnn.est liking feir*him. 

' Yes. 'NVe w'ei'it off siuleleid}'. bhe esao not well. She 
nec4cd a, rest.’ 
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After a short pause, diiriri!,,' ^^hieh his steadv eyi'S never 
E'ft her faec, C' sarc said : 

'{klay I ask why ymi are kind* cnougfi t<i conirt Iwtc ? 
Ih'rhaps yriu ha\r a loiter ? ’ 

‘ ()}i III), indeed ! ’ 
lie fruw^H d. ' 

‘ What is it then, phaase ? ’ 

Well.Isnh' EaiiiiNUi^e’ wide d Jiie to tun'ie,’ 

‘ Yes ? ’ ' ' 

' < 

Nursi; Jeimiiie's It an iineu,i',i iwo n'.a streiriy fks- " 
eoinfurt that sleeik h'r u-ual is.ni|H' iiie sew arelwf Slee^lid 
not know how ehe was yi-iny to ti.ll lliis man '.shat she had 
eisme to tell him. Aiel >he almost f' ais d what \\ould hapje/n 
when she s|)i]ke plaiiily. ' 

' Lady CannyiiL'e had smije letters fre>m you,''acciu'diny tn 
her, when sin- was at 'Iti'irmina.' 

' Yes ? ' , 

‘ They ups't h' r \ ery mueh.' 

‘ Did they V ' 

He spiike rather hnelly, and with little cxpriwsion, in .avtisrd 

oii'e, 

■ Terrilvly.' 

■ Ami So she sj'ioke til viiu alesht my Idli rs 1 

‘ \’es, she did. And sle was \ i ry I'isdit. A woman who 
has la'i-n thruuyh wh:i' hady t'ann'em;" lias nn.wt sje ak, if 
-he has a trY-e fre nd, \^ e aren't Ida men.' 

k'esare said 'aothiny. hut sat si ill and-stared hard into 

the nurse’s faee. k 

« , * 

‘ I’m liouiid to tell yol'i sene Ihmu.' Nurse .Jonningo.wen’t' 
ell with dillemltv. ' I linO'', all aheiil it.’ 

‘ All aliout \vhat ? ' said (w sare in the same unnatural \ oiee. 

' Aheiit I.aih' CamiNiigis ;oid veii.' 

’ Yes ? ’ ' ■ ; ■ ; - ' ' 

Suddeiilv N’urse .fennines felt that she must do something 
to break threiiuh the uwlv awk\\ardness of thiDintrTviistw , 

‘ It h;us all br'eii a dreadful inistakA,’ she said, ’ letting 
her Irish vivacity have free rein. ' Hut Vou voii’f let it be 
any worse than that I You won't ruin the life of such a 
sweet creature as she ii ! skiid so unhajrpy, too, for y*ars k’ 

' I only want to make her happy ! ’ he said, siernly, with 

pnde. 
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Sir ici’*Niirs<’ Ji n I u 11 i_'s fi;ul lir^nin f(i s|m nk: fraiikly he* 
pride t.. hi^ ;iid. And hmw, for tlie lirnf lime, 
tile iiwr.s^ fell the differeiiee lietu,‘en his rank ami h^ 
,'staO"ii. * 

iiei'cr e;in.' sin.' Idiii't'ii iflil Munthn ‘And f am 

hi'I’e t( l I eJI Si n’ 

C' s'lre A Ilf I. , 

• ' tl'Teely.^ ' What lir'.' \'sn> 

talki^ie all' .iit, '! 

hat I kr^iw . m m is r can 'k i nnyt liiny fer l^'i'Wiapfn- 
11* .'le. 1'nr* sin'’ks "lie as I'an nnle lie liapfn- tlii'niiedi ln\’e, 

and she (I'M Slid |i n '■ \n m. ’ 

''r'nii fcmav it'.’t hirie akniil il ! 

Tin s|*,nk_,e mill' wilki arj'n_nanee, l!ul Hi' nnrs.- did rmt 
res' nt it. djn- felt that Im' was nidy tryiny I,, elatin' himself , 
in ariiiniir. 

1 kimw this, that I.aW}' ('aiin_'#ns' knes nn i.sni' imt her 
l^iislianil. aiin that shi' sent nn hei',.- in tell e'lsii sn.’ 

‘ IT that is tri"' ' • 

‘It is ti'n<'. Dnn’t I say sh'' ’'■■ s'*iil rin he'ri' t" tdl vou 
S'l ? IIn\\ I'nllld I kllnw it, hn\'. (S.lA'l 1 ha\'e enUle hef'.', if 
sill' hadii't ti'ld me m sn mans' ss nii Is, aiid h - 'e;.'' d r^n ti i euiiie 
here ? 


‘ IT that IS true, I say, th' ii Iknlv ('.'InnyiiL''.' then Ladv 
(.'ellnvnyi' has- - ^ 

lie liri'ke nff, nhiinst as if ||e s\ny i'h"l:eii, ^\ll tin- tinn,’ 
he had m ser taken his eyes fr.irii lie niirs' ‘s fae'e, and slie' 
kiail seelytlre I'eai'ly sU'S]lieinii ''f the Italian fade into a enii- 
' letijiy ihaT seas eiiiel. Cesaie i\'as tnn inleHiyent tn he 

able tn dmjhf eniiiplele ■.mri'nls'. Th'' iiiirse s:*ev that, 

ayairist i.ii's will, he hiTieei'd \ehat she had said. Ills man- 
hnnd had r'Is 1 \'i d the last fii ,it, • lint tle sieli fnr a mnment 
’he enulii ifr it ye i ivi sjnahme, le ■, I'el ai ins I Ins arr'ny.'Lnl ex- 
pl'i'S'^i ,n. Es'en hi^hmh' Innki d stiff with pnele as lie steieid 
in fj'i itiT nf tiie M ifa. 

* ‘She didn't kin^e.' saiel Nurse Ji nmnns, hut nnw- ivith 
a certaiN fe'i-'lih'iv.'ss, fts nf nne [ileadmy a Inst cause. * Slie 
■was ea t ried aevasn’, 

, ‘ I'^s'.wliat '? ’ said C'esare, in u tniie^nf hitter I'nntemjd. 

Nurse Jeiinintrs Innked dnwrf. 

c was carded away^’ she rejieated^alninst elully. 
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(’r.s;tro ttirni'J and V:ilk<d lo t!i<" window. ; 

n- loiiL'. d tM his s' lisc (if (iulraL;c, his furv, iijion the 

Iiurs' , 1)1 caiiSf she kiicos', and hceausi' she had dari'd k.aeoine 
td Ifis house and to t(H him such a thine. And le- loneeij, he, 
f< It as if lie ahs(ihitelneeded, to eomuiit si.ini(_‘ ■uiohstit 
aidioti, to h i his h.idy eii in some treiii' tidoiis rhmonstration. 
lie sti M m] 1 ik’ th e \siiido\v aiel lotikeii dowi into till- eoiirtvard 
M'lf the jialaee. ,\nd an uyly ri d stain (Jjsfisur^d hfs/d'.ar 
white com(i|evion. 'I’hat sueh a tlyne shoyM ha\s' beei* said 
to tiin*., ftnd that it should ln' tiiie. lint was iV trui; ? Coyld 
it hi; true '! He did not know this \'.onian,'t|iis*]iyiii mrr.'e. 
Shiomiyht ha\a; ti'M him le s, \\ hat h'T iiioti'. e could he, 

, (L' 

if it wiTi; so, hi' eoiild not div ine. He' w;L,s'in no cond.tii>ci 
to si'i'k it. But he v\»iuld not helieva; hero-lte would 
not. 

Basta ! Basta ! ’ he saiu to huiisi If. 

H e turned round, and Bie nurse'1 hoiiehf Iw looked almost 
old, and (]uit e ue'ly. , 

‘ I (hui’t helswe wh.at Vou sav,’ Iw said. ‘ 1 don't h'elieve 
Lade ('annynye is the woman ymi are tryiny to make oijB’ 
Nurse .reimmys llane d u[i. 

I 'II tljanl; you not to speak ayainsi Lady ('arinynye to 
nie 1 ' she exekc'.riu d ledly. i 

'B is you, not 1, who have spoken ayaiiist her. kdsu 
know that quite well. , k'oii have accused her of an ahoniui- 
ahle action*’^ , 

‘How dare ^-1’ 

‘ ()f a e.'ipriee any woman miedit he ashamed of, I don't 
helieec Lad\' Cannv'iiye ii eajiahle of such eouduet', y,f^sueh 
a eapi’iee. 1 will never hy^'ve it. until she ei'hi.r tells me 
piTsoiially that what you have said is true, or until she 
writes to me to say so. 'ik fhaps you will he kind enough 
to tell her this from me. -1 suppose you rre going to see her‘ 
again. If she does not send for lue^ or wiite to me, I veill call 
upon her directly I lear she is in Bome.’ '• ’ 

As he was sjieaking the last words he*.walked towards the 
door and op. ned it. 

‘ I am much ohligi d to you for coming,’ he s^id. 

Nurse Jennings got, uj> and wa nt out without.living 
another word. In the hall she nu t the iniustro di ca^a wdio 
escorted her to the'fmnt door. 



'J’HK I Rrrj'Fl l, VINE , 52 .'i 

« 

'•Vithiji a week Cesar<.' rceiE i.d the fftlluwiiip nete \M'il ten* 

by Doll ires : 

‘ Alt tlTat she teild yny is true, and I sent In r tei ti II it fn 

y<>0.--1). ('■' 

. A feu dayslafe]' the ‘ tout-IbeM'' ’ ^^as yil.w ^t''il Is) learn 
tliat f)eiii Cesai'i’ (yir> Hi Iiad ih eidei] |.i iiiariu', ■nd that his 
chuic'i* liaiifalleii uih iji 1)(miia T'rsiiha M'iiil( briino. 

• j * ♦ 
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r)\T, day early in the foTj^eame l•'eyll'na^\' Sii' Th'ridiif' disu'e 
()W )• t'l I’raM'ali, wlwi'e tlie*|)eM'il faniile uii'.- elill li\ine 
Ma-ein eliani. 'Idle Iil.j.et ,,| llii, |ialtlen|^ir \nslt 
was til isiine 111 a deliniti* arraneei»|e||t abniit liltle 'I'lien’s 
itiinwdiate future. ] [e uas i" e" tn a |ire|i:irai iaa' M'li'ml in 
EiiLdand aftiT l-’.aete]-, ,Sir 'rhindure Ii:i.| liiiai ealli'aany 

partieulars*ei iiii'eriiine se\a r.al lil.e|\' \e||inj, fisflu Enelish 

frieivls, an.<l liad in hie hand a small pielal nf lilt-rs as he 
yiit iiut Ilf the rneit.ir9il I he t.iji uf I he sti pa haiilma' duun 

bathe hiii»e aith tlie la d t e.eaa. • 

lie urappeil np III a fur l■?l:ll. .\ftiT ^n unusually 

rvai'in and rad i a ft I \\ m I er lie' \'e sal Ir r had stn |< |i n l\' eh an pi a] 
aniF bia;;(’in'*' int' asi I\- euld. d’lie s|:\- was a hlael.ish prev, 
amh f strmip.wind lifav in In - Tae'e frum llie im laiiehi dy 
banipapna. / 

lie fiiiind ah the l)e[i/,iE ii|di'i,'rs. Mrs. Massinphani rvas 
in bed eVi^i ^41 aft ie|. iif inllu*n.ei. A'i had a emieii. Rut 
Irisfj.nd little '1'^%! us'i'e ill I heir^iisii.al lie.allh and yiirils, 
.After ^ I'linyi with then* and a tall-: \'. ilh .Mm. M,ms|iieP;j[|-|^ 
whV*nbw treabaj Sir 'riie.idure ns a sml uf elieris||e,l i-el.ntimn 
and did neit e\'en itimd Ins M-einp fe r -uith her hair in si iiue 
ciinfusi-m, IMna and lie lylired tn llie sit f mp-ri h' in \'.hie.h 
ripened (,in tti tin; Inp.pia tn read and diseims fie- h lti-rs. I'he 
Freiteh svindnws ware .shut, ^ sP'\t heale,] (he ratln r uply, 
but nut unconifurtable rouin. Edna Deiizil and bir Theodore 
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dreXv up their chairs'to a .sinull table m ar it, and bepaii the 
discussion. 

‘ As a rule Sir Tlcodore was very much what Elina called 
‘ on'th” s])ot ’ in com irsal ion. IIis mind S'-lddui wainVresE 
from tic- ni.ilter in hamh* ,\nd vh'-n tlm children w^TC^boing 
t.alkcd about hi.sAntiTrst was sincnlaiE' ah iv. Ivina wa^, 
ihiT' fore,dvthi r snr[irisi;d no\\ lo lind that h<'wws dcca-sron.ally 
riabsi-nl-mindi ( 1 . , ]l M i 'ni' il to h' r that he had 'te» mpl^c ^n 
I ffort to l| ii'ow hini'-rlf into this .-jlfair of^ tlm schools^ that 
111' w.as '..-I .alls' ini'liin d to think of something elso. isjev^r- 
th I |i ss he read IcT all the letters and Ci^nsMt.Ted t+irir 
eoiiieiits. Ifis ju'ef.Teiice was for a school rm^r Ascot. 
The oidy thiiiL'' acainst it was t,he fact Ufat it was mrrpc 

ex]ieTisi\'e th.an the (ither v'hools. _ , 

‘ If you really lx Irwe it to be the most healthy I think 

d’hi'o had better l'o tin r(.-.’' said Eidna Jtin/.il at last. ‘I 

will rnanaee somehow, t^nd voudsnow I am a little richer 
this \'ear. 'Pile hons(‘ in Lancaster tiate ! ’ 

.'shewaniled at him. 

' I’liat side was a ri al benefit to me.’ ^ 

' I'o be sure ! ’ he replied. ' 1 liavc never regri tted my 

run oviT to ]snel;i,ii(l in .bcjilimber. lint it was a stricke of 
luck lindiny a hus'er at siicli a ])E,'ce.’ 

‘ Y<v.’ 

\\( II then, ,\s(^(lt let it lx.' ! 

lie put tj^ie letters mj-o a h other case and the c.asc itito 
his IX lek'et . 

‘ IIow extraordinan,' this cold is ! he said. ‘ (’oming so 
suddenly ! ’ ' ' ^ ■ 

lie (h''W\' his chair eloM'^to the slo\’e. lie,was looking 
straiedit lx fiue him. Isdiia'Deii/.il tixik up a jiiecc of work, 

‘ h’es,’ she saiil. s > ' 

Thi-re was a silence. ,.She re garded .h' l ' iriCitd with a"' 
Certain curiosity. He hxiked, stc- thoitt/nr, nnnsnally gTave, 
yet not sad. She f( It that he waw strongly ‘.soncewtrrted 
ujion some thoiiLdit, jx i'haps some [iroblein, that slu- knew' 
nothing of. P’or one<; she aiol le r little family wer.' remote 
from Ins mind. As she re.aliM ib I Ins sin,' alsis psalised wdiat 
a friend he had alwa\'s been to h< r and hsT chiklreli, w^iat g 
prop and .s^ay to tlndr lives Mid fortunes. And she longed 
to show—(juickly, tEeii, at that verx' moment—that her hgart 
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macij a r?:turn of f^nldi-ri DrT\'en bv this impulse 

she Shid : 

‘ Th(A)d(1re, if I r oau do anything fr>r vou, help yrjuf 
•t’}”n^iJ}biise witli viiii. in aii\' o'rri)\\ op j'>v, <Ion’t shut*me 
out. A'^u ha\'i' <loiii' so niU'’|[ fuj rj^s for ns.’ 

* Ho tuned a^il iV ami |o, ,k. d at li< r. , 

W fiat maki s y(4i sa\' lliat, just iiow, loliia ?• 

I s*ara(^y kraal*. I5uf 1 f' lt—I don't kyow-' 

’iS s, li'.ij: ti 11 1^10 ! ' , 

I felt as iCj«s •oil li:ul sojiK'tluny \ < n,’ inm'h on vn«rjnind. 
I llVaii’t rgi^UL^r tlioiiL'Iit it \^as sad. If lle rr- was a tii’o 
instead a stove how ymi would have been kxjkiny ^ito 
it'a'minute ayo’’!,’ * 

Yes,"i liMt’s tru'-.’ 

He- Siiif! i'd*and k amsl baek m his eliair. 

‘ \ ou don’t Como ofW I. lo lioim he said. ‘ But has 
the coniplote^ ehaiive' in >*o|orotta» wa\' of hfe e\'er struck 

.O’ • 

stranye' f 

' Vou mean her stayiny se) mueh at. home ? 

> She has yi\a.n U[i tin wsirM ontirdiv. Stm mwer touches 
a eanl. ne\-eT will yi to a d.ineo. Been dinners she mwer 
yens to unless it is sonplhne' I hal intere.ls me. She haa 
ale.oluti'ly Cl asi d from learwiy for .eoen ten’ 

‘ V es, I lieard she ,eearce|\- e\'er \'>ent oiii no\s. Hear 
ni'Miima Inm bei n quit '■ u] iset isea-r it.^ V oii know she al\s a\'s 
looked upon 1).. lores a^ a sort e.f qi^en in Ihe Kuman worlel. 
But elo you reyrij that Holor- s has yot sick of il all ? ’ 

‘ J>o -o h no ! (.)n the- contrary ! But I am pu/rded— 

puz; rJ'-'J' 'hv it. Ann T ha\e been4thinkiny-’ 

He 1 irokeoolt. stranye, almost fui lie's- expression hael 
come into his f-ice. ^ 

‘ V'ou .know, l)o]ore-lta Mia*^iyi-Tl from the time we were 
toyi ther iif Sit'ily.’. he- said, ajtef a.rather lony j)ause-. 

‘ tsfie nee'er toeiR,fi|i h' ^- ya\' life ayain afO r tied ? 

‘«^efnT. ^i’roin the tune we n tiirm-d to Bome after that 
\usit to Taormina *110 has always joerm-d to me a ehany<-el 
woman.' , 

‘ But how ehanysd, exaetlv ? bs .she hajiiii'-r or sailder ? ’ 

€ IB stiller. There is an e.xtr.''^<.irdinarv .stillness about 
her.’ * » ' , 

Kow his brigfit eyes sc^-med questioning Edna. 
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‘ She loves quiet. ' Even she sr.-ms to hive suliti’'de. She 
sits alone for hours. It —it reallv is strange.’ 

' She isn't ill V ’ 

‘'No, I don't think so. Rut that nurse—Nurse jenwngS^ 
—is \'(;ra' ofti ii with herSvheii she dtiesn’t wish to .rdone. 
Doh.ri'tta has t;|kon h-;r as a sort of ddnu' <k' coinvai^uie it 
setriis to l8,e.’ . 

Is sh'' a niee y oiu.an, do you think '? / kniiw htr sh JittJe. 

And will II I nil I hi r, \\i II, I eoiildji't notice thinris.’ « 

' She -e I ins a sary eood Mat nf ssiimaK, ami sunnily 
diO’oteil to ruy wife. Rut but tlisre’s siafii^ettflqj;' I dtMT’t 
unihrstand.’ 

Why Hot sjl> .ak frankly to Dolores,' if there's anythifij^ 
that tri ml ih. s \'i ei t ' ^ ' 

Till- furtis'e loiik showed inure plainly in his fai:'e. 

‘ No, no, I eoiildii't do I fiat,’ 

‘ To I he nurse then ? ’ « <, 

‘ I had IliiiiiLdil Ilf that- but no. Resides, { drui’t want 
to make rnyo lf ridieuli ms.' 

lie leaned again tow.krds the stove. Edna Denzil iioji al 
that he I'haneed eolnur. The blimd had cone to his face. 

' Th isv rnlieulous ’ she said, \eiy sinipha 
He cut up abiupl Iv. 

After all these \ earS, I I (lari n't expect ’ 

He llllshei.l deepKa 

r ■< ■ f * 

' d'ln 0 ( 1 ,.rp ! ’ Isdna Henzil (. xelainieij. ' tJh, Theodofe ! 
'i'l m (h m't tliinl; it is that ! 

Her face, now di I'id.'dly plain, Hushed t(i(-i, .Sly g,,t up. 
All ( xtraordinarv huniaii |-■xpr( Ssl(.ln, tenili.TiIi ss, jipder 
standing, \S(m(ler, (piite traiislieured her for a mimient, 
riiade her beautiful. 

\ oil re.all',' think—oh, 1[0\^ glad I should be ! ’ 

‘ I don't know. I e.an’Ubi'liiwe that —inipoS'siUIe to know' 
perhajis ! ^Vhat I feel is that perhaps Dolnielta thinks it. 
Lately she has s(cined to me to be waiting, ab.tavs s'^yiting. 
Thmc 's — but it can't be ! It can’t ly \ f’m a fool to’ 
think of it.’ 

‘ She would tell you of eourss- if she knew,’ 

‘ Slnz doesn’t Aumtc ! ' he said deeideiilv. ‘ Or, e'f toaurse, 
she would have tohi me.’ 

‘Then —’ 
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‘ Why lias sh<‘ ^nvc n up tlir worM ? Wliv has she ei asrcj 
frnrp. cariny f<.ir all her usual [il'a-iirrs and ucL'U[)aHuiis 
A\ hy CAss*she taki- sueh yai's 'if h'Uui lf ? ’ 

• ■ of hi'lui If V ’ ^ 

heulfli. You liaM- id'a how slif sttidir.^ luT 
hfalfh liuw ! *llid not in a siHv wav. It’s in^ a sort of 
heautiful way. It*-. ;tl[ so shMiu.sa, Idlna, .all .so stranye. 

Isri’U? h'Uv Ik'' .apai I iiiout s- ''Ills .'Lll' r^d.’ 

IHt 'u»u di'l A’"U 1 " e«i I o 11' 1 1 If'■ it .all ? 

kOf Coiirs''J ah'i.'ii's must h,a\'' uoli'S'd th'' nlt'‘ratiYn in 
Doh'r'.'ttak.*nivil'' "f lifi*. Mut if ’s onl\' '|uif'' l.-d'lv'-- 
uithin th (4 l.'iY 'law I'l f.-wt—thal I ’w- E''U so li'i.'ii^'ii- 

(hi’usiy struolc vilii 111 *' \\h'*l'.' Iliiiiv. 1 '■.•in’t und''io|aii'l it.’ 

' It ni.-ry k''. [ wrdi I hail si'm ktolon s oft. lu r sif late.’ 

‘ Yon Ihiiil* lani ’ ^ 

• I d '.in’t know, lint s(»iii''tiiu''s wc woiii' U —' 

■ Ye.s, yrs. ^'ou .'ii'i' ti'i'Til'l'-^ di\i^i.'il "I'v ! 

SLI'.'^s niil' '1 ainl '-U'l'I' lil}' '•li.'uiLa'd tie' ''oiivi rs.'itioii. .V 
S'.srt of ri'S''rii.' t'H'ik hun. In jit hiiu. J''.'iii.'i di'l not attisiiij'it 
to hriaik Ihrouyh il. \\ h n hi. wis a.iina xh.' sanl : 

‘ Pos'p in oil niaiiuiia aseiin. ju'd fov a ni"ni> nl. .'shi' \',ill 

h.ive it.’ ^ 

‘ (If O'mrsi',’ 

Will'll hi.' eanie tsii'l: afti.'V soiiis' nnnuti's hs' said : 

‘,!She ’s oi'Idny "U. SIh' ’s '|uit'' 11'# ly. Eiill of a para¬ 
graph in till' h'u//V.’ 

‘ Di'.ar iiiajiiuiia • What is it now? 

' It^sni.'iys C' .ari' ('ai'i'lli has il' hi'S' d his ]'''lurn from his 
ki’flV('hi,''«<vtid th'-' ^^|'dlhlle 'I'lifh Iti'Tiua T rsula fMonli'ln'iino 
is not ti> tak^' plai.'i' lill ii'.at .\^eust or .S. pi rniln'r.* Th'' 

^utui'i.' hrid'' has ij. I'ld' d that inatli r, ai'i'oi'duiy to tie' //.//le.’ 

* # * 

‘ Olw’ said I'idisi, \'.ifhont an_> .'Inplay of interest. ‘And 
■ff hi-re is 1.5oit C'* sii'i • *. 

‘ Sho«rtiny in l''.ast .Vfvr'a, I hi liove. ’'I’our mother’s 
e|iiife»y-'?it''d Tihout it all. ^he aoieh rs if tle y I'l ally eare 
r.r each itli'T.’ • • 

Thev liofli hviylP'd a little. .\nel so thay part'll. 

Not rnanv.davs ♦ln'fore ‘this eonversatiem took place 
DH'lore| felt for the lirst time tie- new Irfi- she le ld within her. 
.And it was like t'lie llntteriny o/ a bird. As she felt it she 
seernfd to^see the Sark shadow of a bird in iTight pass between 
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hiT and the stars. She nearly fainted and lay slill. And 
i>he found herself thinking' of the eld naan's eves ir the 
Lei^jaeh [I'irtrait. lie knew. lie, haei alwas’s know'ri 

Presc iilly she went int^' the drawiny-roera and she lot'ikcci' 
at the old man for a lony I'ime. As she tvi ie d to j?j out of 
the room ,she plauis d at the 'Dduna yuar(rando .1 mare’.' 
And she saw tie; wliiA' fo.vrn ef thi; tea, and tnr^ storm 
ciiming from the horizon. A week later,'.slit ii slle .v;is«alurie 
with hej- hushaiid in lie ess luna,‘-he said to him : * 

'Would yijii rnuid if I made o sliedit alteration in wry 
room ? ’ . ‘ ' 

“^Of course i),ot,’ he anssssred rentlv. 'Which room do 
}ssu mean '1 

' My sittiny-room.' 

' .\iid \sliat alleratioa ? 

' I should like to yet rid of that yieture “ La Doiiiia guar- 
dandi> il mare.” ' ' 

' I thoiiyht you were fond of it.' 

' 'I’es, in a ss'av. I'i't it's a very sad piel are.’ 

' W’e 'll take it ass'ay, send it riyht out of the apartmc’-it.’ 
‘ Oh, no. You have it, if you like.’ 

' W’hat 1 ’ he said, siiiiliiiL', and still svith e-xeeptioiial 
yeiitleae.s;,, ‘ am T to ha'o- all I he sad Ihinys ? ’ 

' No, no. It 's only that I don't, want to has'e it always 
Irefore me ju-.t nosv.’ <- 

' Dol ori toi. ! ' he said. ITis f.aee heeame btronyly <■>:- 
jiressive, almoit emotional. ' tVhy are ym so strange ? ’ 
She h H tked st art h d. 

‘ .Strange ! I ! ’ 

' Ari n't you ? 

' In what was’ ? 

‘ You have ehanyed all ywur life.' 

' That ! Oh, I yot tired of all the pi\r;ies, soen ty. W'hal 
dors it give one, after all ? 

‘ Vers’ little, I know. But once you seen'ied to.^d''light 
in it.’ ' 

‘ No, never. Not really. I only svanled to till up my 
time.’ 

' .And vou don’t nerd to fill up your time now Y ' Wiry is 
that ? ’ " ^ 

She looked at 'trim. She sass" at once what his thought 
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was Sh(* 1. icikfil ilraMi. Slmuld -h.' |. ||*liini now, at onci'? 
She had not nio.-uit to to]] him jn Tdi:i|(s ha aiiMth'T rrneifh. 
But waj it*not hi st tn ei\'o Itim Ih- truth h'' sounird alriuid} * 
h^\'r di\'ined ? Slir sIj"mI still, lunkiML' doun always.* 

‘ \Vhy js that ? ’ lu' n jn ati d. • * 

4Ie eaine cIo.'^t fo h'-r. lIs lisik le r harui* 'ilri n hr' took 
her into Iiis arms. • 

‘ T)i)]*ri tki - is it^’’ Call it be ? ’ 

Sli'^liri iii,'t S|ii .'Jo ^ 

'^Vffer all th*si’ yi ars ? 

Ha hear^l^i S^^^ns.■ \ , ,ies sav ; 

' ^‘es.’ 

•She feltliis lip^,on ti' r hi^ir. ki.s iny leT, wiHi rcr'erencc. 


CTTArVl'd! XT* 

FkoM that meirnent wle n Ir r hmhaiid kiu'W, th^‘ lifi; "f 
Ddlurrs \', as * I raiiL'i'h' alti'ijd. .All that sh* had lust, or 
M.'eiiied to lu.si , sho had aeam, and nineli iiiuru. Sir 'I'Ih o- 
durc was oi inc.-nti at i.d iifMiu lur, as lu^li.id niai-r brun evun 
in tne llrst i1a\ s uf th' ir ruarri'd Id*'. 'I'lisn sh^ had burii 
to him Ihi’eml ^\hunl la' lu\iil. shu \Mrs u prisauus 

(kiiiir^ an skijiii it'' m'.'''ti r\' and '.^u||(^T, Cfi' within lifu 
Vl.be 1 ,^'iii'lf \\orsli'[i|M'd. duiibly. iTii'i'ish'd. .Alri-ady lus 
adon (Tin In r.mil unly hi^ v. ifr but liis eluld. I bs kisij iij-.i.n 
Ju r hai r ha d bi I.' n r'' \ I I’l 1 1 11 al. ^ 'lu that da\ h i s 11 1 . it un n t 

of her was revei'aitial. Hif jo*' n^'r '•■as in proportion to 
iHie sorroiv ''liesTiail, i ndnri'd ^in l^s lony disafipointmi-nt. 

He wi^ti chun.e'd fii^n. 

At.iu^ Tlerfaimls' at I'raseali look tho Si eond jilace in 
Ifis aflT^ions. He lu\ I d I■’.dna and J In ehildren still. He 
went to iL'idu slilL Tie y did not suffer neel, ,.| ^1 his hands, 
ddiev h.ad beeothe ayd woul4 rrinain ]i.arl of his life. But 
tlrey wefe not his oan. .And no\i', \viBi tin.' radi.ird in.stinet 
tif thc^nioriopoh.s*t, lie was lookout; fiirvsard, and •his heart 
held^the two prerious woi^Ts, ‘ M}' own.’# Often he found 



539 


THE FRITTFEL VINE 


liiiiisolf Trpeatini,' llion. wilh an addifiun—‘My.,i>wn .son,’ 
‘ my own dauyhtrr,’ ‘ niy own (diild.’ 

Dolori'S had \vhat slc' had \'carni’d for, Mie ahn.ist ex- 
clTisi \'o lo\'(; of h'-r hin.hand. J>uf fh'- facf that slio jar^tossod 
it otily ihi'onyh hypoi'i o\'.tarnisli' d tin' L'ifl. Evyn as Thro 
had kiss'd h' l- hair aln- had know n thal it was to he so. tihe 
had siniiod with an ol,j. i-f. With tin attaininoiit _of that 
objret .she Conipi'i h. ikI. d tho punishnu nt atturhr^l^to,,thc 
sin. d'hoo poiirrd forth liis |i>\awvn tho womaiyshr was not. 
The wtinian she was siiffi ml und'T that oiif j.i mriny. Ik was 
so hruutifnl, hut it was ii' it Ir rs, not reall\’ ii'Ts.' It tn Vniyrd 
ti«, tins woman slio had hci n. 

.Sim was iio lone'T afraid of (wamls. .She did no, fear 
Prir 1 (■’ t ■ S s kf aimidli, I'o. Tim ini'id.Tit at 0|. \-ano had 

not d' sly.lyi'ii In r in llm ' yos of tin- world Sin. did not 
no\s- hi lnwc that shr r\a r' wmild hi- so (h stroycd. All that 
slm had oimc dr'-adiF iinsp<s;k:d>1 v in roiiin ol n m with 
Mont '■lirniio’s siimid'' had ii'Wcr ronir to pass, d'lm IVip. ‘ss 
had In Id In r hand from W'-nsr/ ancr, And now .sin- Inn’i sumly 
no roasnii for Nsaiaisainss t'l ais' \^as far a\^'ay and,)n;|Was 
rnyaen (1 |o ])onna 1 roila. Ihs had ])as-.i d out of tlm life 
of ] )i ill 1,^1 s as a |o\a 'I'. 

Put In' rntaiin d in In r lif'-ris a falhi r. tin' fatln r of the 
(diild that rvas m m to lie In a n. 

Soiin tiiin's 1 toloTos fi'lt as if lir must k’lmw, almost pis if 
hr wrr<' k'n'ar to har.- S. ain'l inn s sin' fi ll ;ls if sho had 
rvronri'd him ria n niori' ti iTihK' than sh.- had vironaod her 

> <1 -4 

hiishand. .Sin' imelit haw- sunis uinl' r tho tottiirr of her 
own unworthiinss lail fi.r Inr mvslmal siiiso 'a^tior own 
proahn ss, a sriisa whii'h had in'ri r ahainli n' d In'r sic.er 
tin- inomriit w In n Ih'- in'.v lifo had fainth' llulti rial within 
Inr. 

d'h'- cdiild took In r Iriiid ^oid was it h iior in tlm ari At 
darkni'ss. And sin' |■'onr. n1 latsd hr'rsi''iE ii]‘)r)n the Miild. 

Sir ddn'oiloi'i' liad said that shi' was stranS-'ly sfo]J. , NijW 
she sank into a ili i pi'i' slilhn ss. ( ’’ 

Slm saw \a'r\' fi \v pnopli-. .Sin look no,|>art in thc' fr\'erish 
life of the Koinan season. Her hiidiainl had asked her 
^vhrtlm^ she ^'.ishi'd f^o lisasm Hrinm, to ao to 1 1nmTfiyjerty, to 
England; now, at once. '’She refused. Sh(' felt tliat the 
child for which .sfic had longed passionately in Ron<;e and 
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for whii'li Jfic hfv(l mimmiI, rjiiisl lir Ixini th(.T(', in tho ihiiisf 
\v}it'r( her IiusIxiihI li.u! ItriTrn Mi^ l.mn ^il< iic.’, nrnl h.icl 
sh'iwii (:<l hPr tlii* ciiiiiliiu ss df lil:^ ln art. lIi- asMinii d Ihaf 

I>f C(i\^’sr 1 lld I'lil](l '.vas lidTIi lla lie i lsi wlii-fi', 

# 

‘ Wr.V.lJl cliOdsc sdiia- ill■I h'Imu , Ja iima ] (dlcrcttn,’ ha a.ai'l, 
\\4icri' ymi c.'irj* li H .k dn lina 1\- Ihinaa, \vlii']-f*vdu wim'f fic-l 
thi-hrai^of July.' • * 

(1^(1 nr.f faJl l^im llmt ]irdliah!\' ia i' aiiiM would iiiJ 
he tSoi'fc in .Elly, uud llial ih-' |.la'’c df il , hnlli nnisf surely 
,be yenie. lhi(» ^hd Id],] ,\iii'dc .h-uMinaw tlaal she •in^sint 
to str.y in li.tt nil Ihe ehlld as 1 d .rii. 

‘ Why e’^er shdiild \siu d" that ? ’ : aid Xurs(? .Tennin*^. 
‘ Ifc'TrJould he niilrJi ITcIter.dU nil .'n'edunts td he in sdine 
I|uieter. fAalji.T jilaei-. A 111 1 ,a I - ‘ ahe s|d]i]M'd. 

' Yes 'a ' said 1 )dldi-, a. 'Ihsid'-, '.'diat, liiirsd V ' 

■ I'esiijds I shdiiM ha'.*- IhdUa'hl lli.-il. \Mlh .'dl that 's 
happened, }'ou winihl he niiti'h la-ippi^r aaa}' at siieh a time.’ 
'*Th-'d. i.liitaidt matter.’ 


' WTrd dddsn't ? ’ . 

' .-.Vhyut ni\' hdiny ha[»]i'er. liul I e.-Lu’t ai'ani'- ahdiit it. 
I fa-el it must taka plaer hai-c, in my lidiua.’ 

‘Yes. rnv (ha-ir ? ’ said Xui'e- .hniiiiiLW yantlv. , ' ^^^-ll, 
it ’s yatund \-dU dlaaiM liav*- ydur faia-a s al*'aii-h a tiiua-. 
And they've ydt te ha Imnidurad. ^’du '.'.aid td la- lapipy 
a'dii-T-c vdu '\i' haen imhapp'.a I s'-,-.' ^ 

.^liT' did iia^ see. Hut 1 Idldi-j s diit*ia>f }itt( ni[^un exact 


ex]tlaiiatidn. , , 

'I'he (lavs yi'('-w ^varna'r as sprme apprd.-Leh' d, and Ddldf'-s 
(o'^t'-n ^Eg\ae rant to i-njio' tla- sum* .‘-'ir Th'-dd'ire usii'dly 
ucci imji'Uiied hi-rf hn t i (le- dav sh(- - 11 1 ah 'in- m tin- \'il^' 'i ia. 

it was a Monda\\ Thei'a \\duld 1^- ii" mudis dn Ih'- I’inei". 
She t'.ild the cdaekiiian td t.affc .-^Im’ii in th' \ ill.i hli'i-yhese, 
uTid th'.'ii 'ro'eii Id IJ a- Hmeid ;i|-|d 4iyi'.s' up "11 th'- t'.-rraa'e 
before Tin- kiosk'. H:1T1 Ih'-J'aiid lii-(_-n jilas inv sh'- vnuld rmt 
have ^('0.5 theT^. .Sh'- didi!.' i[ ei'd'.'.iE, th'- eriidi isf eai'riaees 
aftd nToters, the ncisj^df [idpular airs< anyt hiiiv in fact that 
triiul.ded th'- stijlu'-ss m hieh h'- d' sii’' d p' rp'-t iially to live. 

There were yianv iw-opl'- wTdkiue. Hut wle-n slw arrivr-d 
on,the ^i-rraee she fdund f'w eani.'iees,, 'I’ln- sl.y was cloud¬ 
less, the .sun brilliant. Win n the hm'se.s stopped she sat for 
someftiine, almost dreamin<r, in the carriage. 
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U>it jiresrntly shV- f'.lt mnri' \ ivi(], ni'.>ri iijs- And she 

rrjiicniliCTid XiT". H'-ir nIh' h:ul s.it with tli'' d'w' i>ii Ii'T 
kli' C. Sill- fiiiiM Hlmrist S' '' his <1 III ail, Ifis iiliij 

sfickycyi'S, till.'uneasy nni\'''iiieiit i if his 1 ilunt and hunii^l nr^^e. ^ 
When shi.'tlnsiiLdit ■ dS 1 1 , ■ ih sla' las h uir' 'T reL'i'etf e j her sin. 
Slie ciiidd imt reari t it, I In'iiLih she f( It as if shr \'. i-i carniv-tly 
trviny tn. C'esari', eA-i n 'I'lien, sank ;'"wa\' infii an 'ihscnris 
luiliyht. (.)nl\'I he child remained wit h j)i.'ii Aii Whr I la i^ight , 
acain : ‘ Yes, it had ti 1 lie 1 h irn. ,\\ e i, re av se.arcels'!yj\’t1iinLt 
nr '.nahinL,', ]!iit .Snnie (tne kr^n^ss fur ua .Simiehhas 
kIII i\\'ri fi>r ine. His \\i>rld, [)erha|) . in eds inY Ij.^de (»|iild,' 

* Then she risked heraelf, ‘ Am I imnii ii al ti > 1 hinlr like this ? ’ 

C 

;Vnd she emild nut deeidi;. 1-.\I'll'she,('i'id iinf. i.'arm •■Thf 
child had hi dd i if h < r sviul. 

A veiled iiiiee spnke at h'-r side, .she ilid mi.' hear it. 
In a ni'irneiit it spnke aLsain. , 

' ^'i>u wmi’t kri'iw itv anv nriie ! What ha\e I dune ? ’ 
Diilnre.s heard it. nmv amf turnerl rniind. 

‘ Yady Sally ! 

‘ "W'S. it IS I ! t'linie kaek tii Itnnie at last,’ 

' I kni.'W Viiu had lie. n awaw’ Hnlui'i said i'amiely. 

‘ .\1E the winter, Mr 1 ai d her-indaw wantsd me in 
Kneland.' ' 

' Hiietiir Td'.'S V I'.iil dll ai I III fur a little.’ 

Ead\' .Sarah ste|i|u d mtn the earnave. 

‘ It is fjice and linin' tn-day,' said Hulures, ’ 

She liMik' ij at Ladv Sai'ali. ^ ^ 

■rtii viiii renieiiil.ier a da\', liiiiL' aitii, ishs'ii J tiitcl you 

Something la re 

‘ Yes, ea rs' ssi II.’ 

'.rile kind yrev eyi.-s s'earehed ths' faei .if H.ilnri.s foria 
inunieiit. 

‘ I has'i.' soniet 111110 yi 1. nnw, ' ' 

‘ Is it yoml ne\is ? '' asked Lady .SaLah. ’ 

.And surely diiiiLt eri [it in her \ dii'e. v ■ 

‘ It is this I am Li har e wlert 1 luris'ed f.eir'. ' 

‘ My dear ! ’ said Lads' .Sarah, alinnst in a^ ’.'diiain'r. 

Ili-r hand .souvhl the hand of Itulures, uressed it. held 
it. But the kind esa. s avain si arehei.l the face r f hyr fri.end. 
And presently her elasji relaxed. 

She said notiing mure. D(.ilores immediately s})t-)ke of 
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other indifferent thiiiu"^. And Lady Snrali did iird nttcnipt 
t'> lead coriV(.Tsalii)n Ijanl: to tin.' niily suljjt td. Hnt 

\v^'ti the dav \\a^ waning, and t lie; Anyi Ins rany in 
tff Wrr^ (^f I h line, sh'' said t a 1 )i 'lai'i s « 

" Xau* \fe arc naHi.r tu 111 '- Clinreli "f the Snia-e (.ijsiir, are 

• • • 

net ■\ve ? ’ 

‘ Yes.Mci-duy 1 wiir.a".' • 

'njiey drii\ e hi fU’eliiiia'li. I'li' }' ‘ nti is d, rie y kiK'i led 
il'iwn s* le liv’sidi'. * And '.'.fiil's the iiiins sana I )"|,ires yr.'^\'ed 
■far tlie eainiyyt el^ild, lliatM> life iiiielh he liapjiy, fareVer 
shelhsVisd frtnn shi and fr<ini ■ ' r\' Irauhhs 

15jd Ladt Sara Ij a I ill. pray, d f' 'I' lie' a ail af JtalareS. 

.\ffi I' tl^at da\' T.ad's Sarffli amie line s eanie ta sit X'.ith 
Dalon"-, Slie was < |•■s '.in^i. -■■■. eii*f mder in le-r manner, 

and Dalai-e'. alne.sl he. .dli r. I’.^l 1). ih .r. s v. a's n<'\er . j i nl e 

at ease '.Mth her. She Tvai'W that^flie e,,adne,s3 of this 
sniynlarly jnire, and I ran y .ai'ei# l\ 'nne.Te iiainre hiud felt 
IheV^'li af sane Ihina u hieli earned ih in despite ahna;,t af 

itself, ta reeail. AlMTsile N'.a.Tilini l|ed h'S tills T' SmiI. W hat 

r,ad\ ffarah 'ai-p-etid, 'sde tler sli- Mi-p'etid anylhniLe 
DalareS did lial kiM.W, Phil ll-' f' H t lial Hl- r-' Was llaW a thill 
harre.r lietwi*n llein, .Sane'line■^ li'‘ haiyeij la (t\irel''p 

ll, de Ij.ne'edia I.e sine-i'e, 'Sle f-lt I hat , if die did sfieak. 

Lady Sarah had a le art aS ' II as a l.r;iin I li il e.eild uiejer- 
staie, Lut •le- kie w I Imt f.ady S:n':fn \a.iild say, ' Vaii 
must tell vaiir hn>liaiel.’ \nd she l.ie w that nf'ver eaiild 
she till 'Jde af L'affer waiild die le- ta the > nff. thaiiedi her 
heile tiatiiff ‘ Uati d ,ie,. ^ 

s\ll hei'-Ilfe nav. ssas a li<'. ^'et she w a.s able ta el^durc 
it. Far she was able alr-ady ta Ij^ e f.n' her elnhl. With a 
r*:saliite, an idneM mil'xib^' w^ill ^le' I'anidied fram licr 
nynd all tljnt^mi?*iil lea eis ally ti»eibh' te r p'-aee and sa dn 
harm tvj the ehild. ,\* Imd die>liad '.Hen nineh dillieiilty in 

keejiinp l^TSeli^W itilin lle’eliet Ilf eallii whieh must aid 

'tl^- e.Jtai'Ty life. Fill dav by day le r pauer af sr]f-e„ver- 
nanee ineveasod. Dat bv day He- n*,at le v in her b. esum. 
mure dominant.* -ifer hmban-l natie. d a dawnmy elianec ir 
liev, and one ni,i>ht he hud, alniasl ;m 1 h a toueh of whirnsica 

jeahjns}^: • • 

‘ I ha^■e had yei'i ta mvself all these yejrs, and now, dr 

you know «vhat I thUik sametimes ? ’ 
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‘ What, Thco ? ’ she said. 

‘ I think I am to lusr you.’ 

^.Sho loiikod at him with a sudd<.|i intense gravify. '* 

‘ I.eiso nic ! Il'sw ? 

’ Fnt --what is the m.attsT ? Wliy do you look hke that ? ’ 

‘ T'>-(lvv wh<Ni I wsii driving I wwnt to Sa'n Lorenzo.’ 

' W lu’ tie r<: ? 'I'o \ isit thi' ehurch ?‘ 

'No; I went inio the ( 'ain|H I Santo.'- ' 

' What made you do that ? 'Vas it vise ? '■ 

‘ I don’t know that it \s:io Ihit I felt ohiiged te go., 
While I was lleTe I \a\s' a monument. T!- was a Woman 
hdng d' ad. A little ehdd \s'as pulling at her haimh L’nder- 
neath was written " .lL7r?/?//u dert.” ’ ' '■ 

lie was slh iit for A nioini'il. .\n expres.d'sn rif keen 
atixiety had come into his.fuee, and his eyes t.irre liyod upem 
her. 

‘ What has siieh a nVonui/e nl"to do with us ? ’ at last he 
said, almost harshly. 

‘ Nothing. lint what did ymi mean just nmv ? ’ 

' I mr.ant th.at s'on must not 1 n' too nmeh mofher to•'le,wife. 
I h;‘i\'e heard of men 1 m .•oniing joaloiis of their eiwn ehildren.’ 
' \h u. ei lUld ne\ or he I hat.' 

‘No. Fuit-’ he loN'ousd his \oiee. 'Hut you know 

h' ov mneh I 1 MVc 

lit r li[is foi’ined a' vs'ord \shieh lu' eoiild not hear. H was 
'Nows’ ‘ 

' What did you say, Didoretta? ’ he 1 sked. 

.She looki'd at him sl(sidil_\s 

' d'oii must let rue 111' JUS I rsish to he Jill th ese dfA W The;.,’ 
she said. ' 1 want to hy sueh a mothrr as tirere has neemr 
her n 1 )efi ire.’ 

She said the last words almost with pas^iisn. 

' I must he that ! ’ ■ h'e add. d. 

She was sei/,ei] \rith a longing to ex]iiate her sin; to huy 
haek at any ]irier', limsev r great, Inr hot e'irt>tv.. That 
night she jiraycd. * 

' Let me suffer ! ’ she j.rayed. ' Let my Iravdil he bitter 
with my child. Let me pass through th; darkness. I 
tlcserye it. I deser/e the greatest punishment. Hub let 
me haye poace, joy with the eliild when it comes.’ 

After she had 'jf.rayed she felt that she ought nqt to expect 
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to have p(Jicc. joy Ilf a eliild ln-eolfi ii in sin. "i'l I suni' Iim\\ 
she did not tli'iL fi'.ar Iho fiilniv. Sh" f' lt /is if tie- eliild 
must het^o her ;i> a liadit l.iam.-.liini; I he daiEia es in which for * 
♦ -i's' liad lived. 

Slie h/a] sinned fi >r Th' i a 

Tut surely sli*‘ had e, .ne.h sad lie' child fi Ukh'I'self. 

.‘\s tlu' d/iv a dl'e\\*M|| sic V. .a ■■ lies, I li\- 111'* ee-ol^lU Ilf the 
, nii^^her.iui wyojstn j^uii.dly animal. f,- s. mo'. did she 

tliiilk i*f the eijiiiinh child yi cs iiiiieetiMii with lie \\,>]M. 

‘ i?; for iicd she silueTliues said to herself. ‘ to 

he l)0¥n foi^ Aus’ • 

.\1iout this time (hoar,- (herelli I.,, he shi)i /it iUi EasI Afne^n 
Jiijit iv return to l|aly‘and’^tonna Ersula. 


M ifAi'ijd; xi.r, 

(’I'SAur, arrived in l-’.iiO'ii al 1 h 'h, emniiie'"f duies IMivu- 
c.all \' he \s ,as in s| ihs,, I id h sal 11 1 , thin. 1 1 1 Ic, 1 1 , is |. h' e^i, 1 mrnt 
1 IV' the sim al i*iosl I o the e, h,r of a de . 1 1 A ra 1^. I h - j, ,, ike,l 
more lAah evs'ii than ah n le- had i|iiillei| Italy. .Vnd he 
louked Ve/irs iilder. Ifn. nelilal le all^ led not kept jiaee 
with' his lio,Tihv e,iiidilion. In t he • 111 lerM \' s,^«nd Imdy 

there was lioiis, ,1 ^n , n 1 1 c 11 er, , 1 s,,iih l)o|,,red Ire.’itnient 
of liny haij siniin mlo ahilics, nil that was wiast in his 
.stViine'^re-thU'e.* ] [e had left llalv auallieol ih'ycr.ate man. 
uTe reluriieil t« I link, a hard mall, eviiienh ear'hes lA" t Im 
Hapjiines.s i.if tieoe .ahoiit him; n,^ unrendv. perhaps almost 

anxii’ius, to Wound; i'ee,lnl,T\' ^’’lli-.Ti. a dei<rmmial eemst. 

* • ' * 

(.Aie wnma*!! tiaiMah«n him wli^li le«ijld iml r,sally he.'e Icr, 
had kef)t*him like ,a*]tT'ey wjen Im was struaeliUL' to vet free 
^ from Je rJ had^li'iven him almost to despair hy le r hme. 
.\AiotI?(/r, whom he ji^ ooiiateE' lovn.,], had tal;en him and 
immediatety Ihyiy him away. lie was r soKcd to liate all 
women. He Eelcvi (i that If' liateil l),i|ores. lie said to 
hii'pselt^ that he hud l.ieeii u fo,i|, that,those men are riyht 
who put women *on u hev plane, wlm even deriy'to them 
soulsA Nerves, uAeasy slatf'p vanity, an Minimal desire to 
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plrase, the craft of low natures, scnsualitv, ex'^n ferocity 
w\ien Uie'iT p;e^s\(.us are reused—suedi are the uttnVjutes oi 
women. So Cesare reiterated to hirnsidf. Ileneef.nth they 
shmild be to him as are the wi .ni ii of tic* East to th.dr 
Istastem niastiTs, rninl'.li.ys to Ins ph'aMn'o, je rh.aps often 
bjvse. l)Ut 1h'‘V should lit' iiotliiie'' neae. ]n1() Ins r<'al 
life they'shoiild not eiil'T. X-ft oin; sl,"*i]M . , r aeuin even 

suspect his best ])art, t lial jial’l Viiieh Ivli'vv Iio.'e t't|(i\e and 
to suffer. He ssould marry tlm preatf U dot in trydsd A 
W 05 i.a.i should niak'‘ liis ni.at'rial life soim lliing for his 
frii’iids and lesjuaintanecs to \\ond'T at an,! (haire. \V'onicn 
hid usisl him. Xo\i, ho wiiiM use III'III. 

IT. rel urii'si to his e<.iintr\' ah-rtK' at li, ^ \s'orsY. 

- f - mt 

Donna I rsula h.ul ijiutt'd Ivome .and aas stas'i'ig '■eith his 
[leophs in Lombardy. Th< dalo and the (hfads of his 
marrnigc were mov hj I'.e ih eal. d. Litlle Donna Ursula 
had what is c.alle,] ' a^ hwe] heiyl,' and was f.ar 1 on sure of 
lieTself cV( r to be in a fuss, ’’Jlul dr-eon. idei d that the time 
had arriss'd for le r to take ('( sale. He had kieeii ,<!TiTusina 
himself liaiy eiiouedi. I’l'oni h' neefoi tli lie must think about 
amueina IcT. 

^^heu he rrach'd (i'lHsa le- found let oams informing 
him that he.was i xpeeted at Hie Ca fell., Iie.av Mon.ea. lie 
read Ihem, re'-read lie in, and ui-l' ad '.f g' lfino 'ii{o the 
train for Milan Iw gol mto the | r.am f'.r l.’ouie. 

Dv (1,0*1 I ' iv sali| to hiiiie If. ' 'I'lea shaki sew I kn nof 
tied to a string, to be pulled w hei-e \ ,r t he',- <'h. lo,^. ! ’ 

.\ I h ast he lead been fr. e m La^t .\friea. .-Mr. adv he fell 
I he- shai'ldes of eie'ile,. ■! life e\, ie|ii i ig upon him insline'- 
tn’ely tie hrai'ed himself u]) to llmg Iteui oft witTk.a hardy 
fiereeii.'ss. *. 

‘I’ll go ts) Monz.a v.hei, I -hoose,’ Im themght. ‘Not a 
minute be-foT'e.’ ' y . , 


In far-awa_v regi.int it see-imd that ! e had hot tlie well- 
hired Roman’s care f.ic the ee/u eamav-.v. v 

He arrived in Rome. Tie- seasem w;rs o\-er.'' Manv 

C 

pi-ople h.'vd alrcuidy gorm away to the lakes and clsewhe-re. 
Rut there were still some I,-ft, Cesare went to the club and 
wms soon surrounded, soon heard inueh of t^'c gossip of 
Rome. But he did not chance to hear anvthing aijouf the 
Cannynges. An 1 hr did not yh.,o:-.e to make any ipjuirir-s 
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about T\\'- uif'U wboTu \if iui;\ were vnoslly llmnans 

;ui(i chattered of /hun.iri dciiiLfs. 

lie \vr4ti_‘*tii Ills [iiMpIc fh.'E tc 'Ajus d(‘tHi[j(il fdi' two or 
^.lys l)y iin|idrt;uil •liU'.iihos. IJ.- wrofe to Itonifli 
Ursiihi (joljtoly. Ifo li.id III \A r l*nd.‘,l to ariv lo\-o for 
h< r.* Silo h.id iifi Miil lo ni:iri'\ liim. Jn u lil*<if r.ioo arid of 
woiuiiloi^ prido }|o |*,L(| yi\-, ii ||, r (o llll(io^^laI|(l'*that Ic 
. woi^l lie^hr-t^huol'aud so*no,l:iy. Thai a v ' p lif o ohoijoIi 
for iiiT.* AiiiJ, i.)f iir aiil lo o,iir\' out his pari of 

^ho l^iryaiii. X*v'oi'l Ir tss ,1 In ^ rotiiru to Uoino, afltrWiis 
loiiy .aU.oair'i^,^na,^lf‘ a ,sIis>iil' iiiiprioaou upon ('o',;^,-|._ aliiioU, 
against Ills ^vill. Il iscalloP niaiiy no mori'o, of I,is. |(a aiiil 
liis%iS(<a])o, of I toflys a *aih 1 Jii- pa-^ioii. \, tio liiofosl up 
and saw 1 ^ 10 ,lino ..f tl|o Aya .tura ^ .f l''ra[ioo oiiltmo flu' 
brilliaiil Ulu<a ii'‘ r- na 11 ii - r-d Iho liis iln -, m a eardon hv 
iiiyht. As |io lioai'd llio 1*11, of ftouio 11.' rorii.'iiilior. ij lli.' 

liolls rinyiiiy in Iho \S'dl.'\» hon.'all^ llu- t. rraoo ,,f ('a^a 

'I'ruiclii. .And flio cilv' in lii.'irii.' ha.) li.'-'H li.u'n oar. ,..',1 
liiin ain’t oliasli^od liiha, s'o’lo' aeaiii lli.' 'A' ldlor pari ..f*his 
iialur^', A'ot at llio a'un.' Inn.' dirr.'.l lli.' Ii. ro.'loss ^^llhln 

Inin till it pi. o.\ .'. 1 w 1 1 II a si n .noo i' Ii f. ■. (I was as if ',. .i i o ' olio 

iiiii'.s'd til'' I'liil.. I's. Ilii'.'iiLdi tlo' .'I'll I of Ills li^r.liO'S'S 

rat h, broko f..rtli on.'.- no^'o. l’,!|i 1.. n.-alk Hi.' \^ratll 
\'.a's lii.lTl.-n a S'lflio's's of |.in"iiiLe llioij.ah lo' '.'o.id.l ha\'.' 


d.'iii' ^1 it. 

T\'o . . Ia\'s a 

Wall.nip nl.)ii*p llo' '^oi-.uol \r a . ii.ar l.> .\rapuo.s, lo' ni.d 

Sir Tlio. .d. .| p t 'aiI ii'.aico. 


Tl. 'T Ill's am \ al I. 




wl 


o.ii 


W'.'l'' 


- Jt'if^n .►)on>'' ai'. 1 ■ -aol Sir Tli ...|..r. . 

Ills \.iio.' Vv n,.s V.pr.lial, II' lo 1.1 .oil ills liaiol, ('#Mir.'' 
rritis iiiinn '(.hat I I w sliio'l, lu' a .'Ir^;'' m him. If: Ipl 0 10 'IsS, 
a jo\-. ms ('xp. 'ot, lI I. Ill, si 0 . 1 t 11 I* .11 »i I I iti 11 '1 10 '! IIII o; t hal was 

.'difiost 1i Ivo* .'(.•r.' bA'a aj of \s.i:lh. *11 i*s , ,d'.'. aws l.i'iodit, 

li.'ani.'d*\'fith I'. .[.I .'ii^iTT.'iil. Ills d.'.'p aiol ni. I' >. I loiis \'oioo 
as I'l.'j. iioB it '.'.♦li a si I'oiip ..all fa.'lr.ii. .\iol i m 11 o'diato'l v 
(.'. ■tar.'^ n' 1 11.1 1 .ri si |. d ^ 1 1 li a eni o. 1 1 y yi w liioli I lo-r..' i\'as an 
all' .y of SI I .j p. 'i. ,n. 

' A'oiiI m'.'P awav .a h’lip* tinos, I supposo ? ’ .sanl Sir 


Thoi^h-r^. • 

' Soiiio nionth.s. *.'\.nd y.'m aro ifi Rom..' so hits' ? ^ 
‘ \ o|k, \A e ureii f h.-ai'inp Wist yot. 
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It seemed t<:) Cesare tliat Sir Thi ndere liKiked fft him with 

ex]>ectati. 111 . (.)f hat ? 

' 1 was to liave a cup of edfee at Ata,ia:u)'s,’ Sir 

dni iMFire eontinm d. " f 

I ’ll eoiiR- with vmi,' it,.v<iu '11 allow me.’ 

riwy sat fkiwii on a eoU[)|i- of chains hv a tahle outside 
the i/affe and yavc t ||i ir i>n(|(T. 

‘I ho[ie Lady t':i nnynyi.' is ,<[uite \\'dl?’ sai'd - Cesare 
feiraiaily. 

Mirprised expreosion showed in Sir 'I'he(sdiTr< 's ev.-s, 

K ‘'I’liere is something I d..n't kmav,' (’esare t'houyht. 

' Soniet-lnny he thinks I know ! ’ 

lliank ycci, Sii’ Theodove s.iid. with a sheliv. tomdi of 
reseiwe uiid hesitation. ■ d’hanlv \ou ! Oh here’s the 

eoff, e.’ 

lie bijsie,! himself \Clli It foiea moment. Then he said : 
Ttow hmy ha\e vshi been tsaels ’ 

' A e( lllple I ,f d;!,;,- 

' ( tnly (h.at I I see.’ 

I \e heard little cir niithine' isf ;dl that ’s bei n h.ajipi-niny 
in my abs. nee. Tie re isn't anethina e ej-v extraonlmarv. 

I snpjiose, tlftlt I .ilieht to klloW V ’ 

Almost nm-oiiseioiisly he lixed his lilaek eycs'rm Sir 
Ih'sidoi'e ^^ilh a se'iitiii}' N'.hieli '.s as uniRii.il, whieli was 
perhafis oeare. ly pardonabk-. It showed t.'.., pkiin'iv the 
snspi.a.in w h.ieh now had leTl of Im,,. an.l \shi.h les himself 
did re it nm h rsl and. 

■ Only the nsu;il mariTiLe s, deaths, and bitths.J, beliyve,’ 

Sir f I |eod( ife repi Iei I , \S I I ll a Oell a III ne ej 1 ]'( ] e s ^ I) eSS , 

He beean to talk mori rapidly, Init \mI h less vi\ aeitv, wf 
casual topics of the d.a'y. .\n'd as soon as tlew hail drunk 
their eoffe,^ the two ne n yotjip and paete,J. 

Lilt kesare now b. Iie\e(l that he kiOse what .Sii'T'htaadore 
had not told him. His mind h.nl suisL'xkartei ujion the 
truth. Lilt he must llnd oi||, le- \\on|,) (ind oid ae' 
^vhether the .siirmi'.e whe h tilled hiin with an exr'itenient 
almost unyo\ernable wars wadi fi.iiiieted dr not. And if it 
wa;re ! If it were ! 

bate '^a^■ou^ed him. The next day tiv chanoe he met 
u vt'ccliii.!, Lmlt Sarah Idrs. 'He saw ler before sfie was 
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ftwarc of Jiiin, and Ins r<si>lnH(in was taki n. 

H(_' \St;nt up t<) h' r, Lus i-tivl Iwr, and aalla.d (|uii ||y aloiiL' 
l.Hssida • Aft'i' lall.iua' fur a fi \\ of ]iis tra'-sK 

a^l ,s^()i4 lu* ^aid : * 

Eau’ I ’ni tryiiia tsi yatli' i' u]i ads ayairi, ni'afitiy 

■SniU'- uf iny fritinr-.. V(-f( rday 1 had la.fflf.’ a( ^Vrayiin’a 
uitfi Sir*'rti' (Mlorr ('^innynya.’ 

1 >ld i ' „ ^ 

^V( 11 and ji’’lly li-’ |^mEs, yar.s ydiina.T I I siip[)iis<' 

lliis yiu'xpia'tsdV as 111 - ’.hs paiud,!, with In'. ■ aa s fjn*h'T 

^ar(‘. N • 

ITad his arriiw hil I Iv; mark ? 

^'*'.1 IIl'Tui- -In^JiMpi'S ? ''^aaid r.ad'S Sarah* 

()f Cl >ut'M' ! ’ , 

• • • 

Vdii liu\i.' lizard df till IM alls ady ? 

'Ihi'i'e ^vas a miuiuI hI sjldiihl, Blnidsl ,>1 (hStni't, in hiT 
\dica. 

' ^\'i'|], uri'Tn'irs rnmiiurs. .\i*d dir. i'l l\- E.av\ hiin I kina^' 
tlna- \srr<* will fdunTd. As llw I’.iil’Ii h sa\-, ha aart. it 
ay. II is whdh/ h.dk, iiiaiiiar, sdi'iiii'il tn rni- In jirdclaitn 
yis al*t idiiias.’ 

l\i ally ! 1 shdiilil hardk.' ha\ i‘ Ihdiialil Sir 'I’ljriHhira 

\s duli I ha Sd I ’xfil i< rai 1 1 . \\ . II* I am 1 1 in i my dff fi- as s' 

‘ 1.1't «s hd[M* h will 111' a, s, . 11 ,' 'aid Cl an'. 

Ill' tdi.k dff hn hat alnf h fl la r. Sli^- rsalki d dH sliawE'. 
Till' f?*'!' lunhT li'T lliin \iil, put d|j a*'r\'as ii'iial^*\as rarv 
L'l'ar I' and f I'will ih 1 1. 

As Sddji as*h'' had h'ft lar ('. '..ari' \\allail sisirth' hdiiaa, 
III' shift hibid W i 1 1 a |i a a ' a I a I I did h I , r\ al 1 1 I 1 la I la ' diild 
dilii' at'lfdiii's iu In-, lilii'.irs. and lhal la' as lail in ini.^i In 
miv dnis. / 

Till' hhrary was Ih ■ rddm iif bialifti" had ri'Ciirs'd Niir'i- 
Ji'*iliiliys, JI*' \‘,f'iil ^mld it laa.'. * a*l dd'sii mi dll' yi'i at 
hlaisk sivT.'k and stari'T I la' l!'i"r, hhiT la- unly sat Ihin. fur 
a inommitj Tl^i hn sprang up, intu thn adjuininir 

Tn^l'iiuirin Jllildi'ki d a r^dd. :il lii'i' di 'P mp-hd nav in whii'h In; 
ki'pt tliinys ,1 liat hn ip'nially ahi'd, npin, il if, m arnlnsd fur 
a nidnirnt, thin Ili'ns\^ mit a •t.i'r'. 1 fn rnldnknd thi; box, 

tdok tin; kn;w, and ri turnnil tn f hn 'dfa yi tin faT-tln r rninii. 
Thrift' hi^lluny hmffnlf iharn rsidi ftidhms' and stari'rl at the 
binall i^rject in his hand. HV hnar'y brniss «anin down over 
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his eyes, llis taee he^an hj sveak. IT- set his teeth together. 
But his lower jaw quivered. Furiously he grasped it with 
his left hand. - / 

The latchkey that had belong 'd to Dnlures 1 It had 
inadi; all the African ' jauriiey \silh liim. If the liappy 
man he had rint. in the Cc.irso knew that lie possessed it! 
The hajspy man ! 

Sir 'i'hi iiderv's face rose up hiUore C'escre. He saw the 
brigdit eyes full at lirst (.>f I'Xp' i.'tatiiin. IF.’ bad bei n e,\- 
pis’osl to utt' r ins Cliiigrratulations, no doiili' - Ins the f.ather 
of tie child that wws about to b's born ! - <■ 

\ot for a nioni' iit did (b sare doubt tie |iuternity of the 
eommg' child, lb kie-w it \\as bis. Ajj In^ body u id.all 
Ins soul doekirod it to hmi as be sat lleac lo.)kigg ...t tie- kev 
in his band. .And that man s', ilh tie' siha iyd li.dr svleun 
lio had ne t 111 t h'' ( or I Ilaf iieemvlio lead boon a childless 

hiiebaiid for more Ilian ,U'I i \ o.aia g hat old man, a as he to -? 

Bv (.oil, no ! d’lial i'lould lie loo lilUeh ! 

t'l saro tliru -,1 till' ko\- into his poekof and bog.an fri pace' 
his room. 'I'hi' leav fact had liroindil back all the almost 
saerod oiioryv of hie hi I t on iose, saoi'od hocailee it was surely 
the part of a inaii troal'd a. ho had b. on to rieo up in revolt. 
Tri.ali.d as hs had born ! lint, lie- \eho|o niairer \sas not in 
the past, d’lie ]ii'o,o||t, Iho aboininablo pre^i.iit, was with 

him calling' his manh.1 to arms, to action. He had 

returiioiFin billerneea, But Iw had rolurnod liaving.oas he 

SUfipoaod, foro\iT closed Ills life ui'alllst Itokil'e.s. XoW shc 
ciiteroii it aL'ain liringiiig' a idiild. Ins child, with her. She 
lie lUL'hl , p' rhap-,, that .ho was without, but r 1 w : s not tfUC. 
The'Ohild brought hor into his life delimloly,, whother with, 
or against, le r will. i , 

W hat w as he goi I ig t o I lo ? 

Tho afloriiooii closed III. d'lic (Welling' felk The night 
appro.aehed. And tho hours had llod nv ('■ sare witlr a swift- 
lerss he oiih’ risalisrd \\le.n his seiw ant ciitjc m, a.' lay the 
dinn' i'-tabh . (< 

' AVhal ? Is it eight ? ’ he ..aid, with an itlmost startled 
mo\'cm<nl. 

' Five minutes to eig'ht, ei^c lhii/,a.’ 

‘ Ah-n, wa ll.' 

He Went to his bedroom aiidj^vashed his face and hijiids in 
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cold wal^r. Hr did nut cluing"- his»rlulhrs, but cjiricd 
quickly jtist as hr wna, uTdcr< d cuffri*, yut ri(j uf his man, and 
was alyne^oiicr mure. Fut now it was nipht and he frit 

ijiuch niure alonr. ^ ^ 

• A**oinIil - his child -Ihr child (f hirnsclf and Duli.rrs [ 
lie brhc>di d i‘)\sT»thal thiciuhl iiT a darknrss lil onls'Io'thr 
flarniiiv’ riid of his rmaf, and h\' tin' pallor uf Ihillnt Ihack 
nindit %t the oprii *\Mnil'<'.',, 'I'hi. farl rhanr'd r\'rr\'l hiiii^. 
H* ha ^ rrsiauri 1 Jfir wiiinan. Mill hi* as* ri ‘-.o] vril iiwt 1u 
rrsiyiCthr child, ’It was tint that hr fi ll as }'< I a1 h^s l^art- 
strfligs thi^tug^of- fal hrfh'sMI. Hr was tm mnsriuus rif 
being wnfl)grd*to be tmd' r. W hat hr frit was that tin re 
was a.-cot*sjiir,ary HLCiinsI'him tu krr|) wliak \s'as his, wfiat 
s?fls inure nljsr>hftr|y his •than unylhmg hr hail hith'rto 
pussrssed. *And he was nul; the man (n br' tin' tumr \irtim 
of such a eon^jhraiyv. 

He did nut kmov whal hr wi.iilij d". Mill hr did kiiuw 
that he was n^t gi'ing tu hi (h'fcmati hr had nn t in thr (hirsu 
fafln"'- his child. 'I'ln rr mud bi,* a way mit. Hr ri.iil^l imt 
find it. Hr wiindrrrii whri,»lhr idiihM'.'.as LS'inu I" 1"' burn. 
His. mind Wrlit bark I'S < )|r', aliu. 

I'ixritrmriil iiiiTrasril III him. Hr crasi'd fi’iim bri'uding. 


Thr llaminr fcnii id ra nir il br. !■ id f"r h .no. , 

If'hr (“uiild sri- |)ii|iiis's aT'ilir! II' Mi'.iiohl aralli id thr 
latrhkr\'. Wllli ll hr r.aild riifi-r 111.' a|iailmriil 111 Mala'.'./.u 
Mi'ii^rrini al*an}- hnir ..f I In day. Miit ('anuynor \'.a . I hrrr. 
If uiih' he \',.inl.l |r.'i\(' Mnii... rs. n T.a' a da', ! *11111 Crsarr 
rrlin’nibiTi ‘I t his fra'.'. Ill- Inalilnr, N.', hr .\(.i||d ii'd gi i. 

Hr wsfLS w .fit i gg ' III .In I hr. rhi ild r f I .a 11 n .. I ! 

• (kessi#.*^ ua 'kr y ll. 1 a laugh, h I I I no his .aga r fall . >li I hr fk asr. 
Tlir iruiiv uf thr whu|r bi I I Ik s,.^* H.‘ [ii.’k. d lip tin/ cioar 

*mid r\.iit III thi-* w iinh c-. Ifr si..yd b\ il f.ir a lung tinir' 

• ^ 

Iraiiing ui>t, and luu! ing dic.Mi liitu lln- d.s.'itid r'uiirl'.’aril 
of the^ji.ala.'r, • • 

.'Vnd l\inria^Ts:An ? • 

• W^m lie thuiiohl uf In r (’rsarr r. ali-isl that llm inridrnt 
of the child Inn.l hir.^'i. d him bark, ils if aluiig (hr \r;ivs of 
the pa,st, b.oiaVj.s 'the I'.ulnan hr had ha rd. Hr muld nut 

now say to +iinisrIT tJiat hr hat-d 1). iluii s. Xu, And 

siK4deiMy his real.dosirr Imp'd Uf in hti- rnmd, whylr, alniust 
burh'iii'uuslv simple. 
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\Vhat ho wanted lO d<> was this : to conic forward openly, 
rnin Doliircs in the eyes of h'-r iui^hanci and the w<.»j-ld, and 
tlien take pnsscssinn of h'-r niid of the child. ’le ssanted 
thf'tn to Vie cast out. 'J’lll He y wioe lio coijld not eni''' them 
shclO r. His ehiM Iw wOuM lias'c. (Jn that lei \s'as riVeiU'cd. 
Arel the motley—did she imt, must sle mit yo with t,he 
child ? 

Il \wes rest done \\')tii, that (•[iisodo whielj h.adxeuln l i n a f cd 
at (thwaiio. He had aeei ptoef |us dhim.^ al fjoiji me 
wo]:-eUri But fato Was woi'kmy ayaiiist the Wouian. ’ 

If onlv he Could s. , l)ohu, s alouc ! ' { 

He liny r, ,1 mi m I o'liie lliimiyli the sunny das’s of June. 
His mollaT v.rote at til':.I plamliw'y, then iiidiynontiv, 
uryimr him to cone.' to tljetn in Lon1 1 .anIy. 

‘ If tills sort of Ihiny <'oiit mues,’ she rol e,-* yi iii a^•ill lose 
Hrsula. No yirl \vill staiel such to atne lit. and Vh'sula has 
a oT'-at deal of (.’harael hi'. I'lin'.h \'.hal Mieh a loss Would 
ne ari. Sle- is the hast mali-h m Itahyaiid one of the Vyst 
in Isuri ipm ('oiiie to jis at oner 

hhit siiwe le had nu t Sii' Tie odora, Houiia Hrsula, v\ith 
h<T pr-imi'osi ■-I'oloi 11 ( 1 1 hair, lea- slariiiy Mue i \as of a doll, 
had hiaiome ps riolhiiiL'' to t'safe. ( tnec she iiad rieiarit tij 
him a eoiiipael lilth- will, .at h ast that. Ipjl now she laded 
into those sliadoies w Ineli shioiid lie - s[ i.et res of the r< -.al. 

Sle- dehiiot \M'lle. I’eil thoiirdi she was deej)]\' offended, 
es'iii iridiynant in a cold wav, she was wailmy. t'esai'e had 
yot to lie herS. died was how sle- pul it to Ifersi-lf. And 
h'lis; he was eerlaiidy yopiy to lie. . ^ 

In ,the fiast t'e ,are liad ]iro\-, d tied, (h spile tie- seei'et 
\ehemeliee of his ten||'er He III. he could lie patleut. Hc 

had once In-ell pat e-iit fi c 1 tolms A lid iiow , in the lenyt hrm- 
iny das's, he forei d hmiseh' (o In- [lalienl fi_,r ]|j,s eluhl. He 
looked at the lafelikiV, l.iut re- did ir' t Use it. I-H ■ nes'cr 
called at Pala/.ro Bailn lini. Ih- Iramjaed i* ovn tdie llanies 
in his heart. He wailed. 

.■\nd, in an old palace of Borne, a ^voman svas waiting too 
frir the birth of the eoniiny elidd. 

This woman was Brinei ss M aiieelli. She only suspected 
what Cesi>re was so sure of. Her jealousy suspi eted. If at 
the appointed tiipi;—-the time sl>^- had ealculated- thejcliild 
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was born^sh'"' was resolved to stay hsT hand no longer. 'She 
dill not reason. She had reasoned. She had held her hand. 
The 1( )iErs laid bemi dnided, the eiivar'etnenl. b(;t\\’ei.ai 1 )onna 
^irsula and ('esare brouyflt about, ^lut insw the surface of 
thiiaes \vas ehaneed. 

ishe had la anl of Cesare’s return from .ATica. )she knew 
he \va.s*in Ivoiiie. «Slie knew he laadyiol visited Lombardy 
or take?^ th* trouJ)k> to erect Ins a. 

*?fo eiiij wasjiol yet. Her aelion, it seemeil, had not 
acc'vniphsheil .'‘Jl that she, had iiiteinleil it to ais'oni|)Ush. 
Her j ealoi \\ oy’e e. ,mbi laal Ions \\ h leli kept her s|ei 'pless bv 
iiiL'hl. Sli^' saw hei'e-lf tricked by the woman willi tehe 
wi^fAl e\a's, whon.i she hai\ e( i a I le, k \ihoni she lanl slnraai 
to sum up, '^liorn she had cert a i n I <ne\er peiielraled, inaaT 
Comprelien.k (!► In lh,il apparent eentleiiess of ])o|eres 
C'annraiee tla re nni-'l hohiddeti Va hard will. Ileiiealh tins 
heeuimy sineerilx' th'is' mist lurk^lhe Insart of a chwer 
tri al; d er. 'I'he' Ih'iiK'-^s rernembeissl Iheir eonraa's.it ion 
when I*;ie(a earne, and Ir r I'eiiiai'k lo ])o|(,res: ' I'erli.irvs 

I ■ , ‘ 

V"ii ki';'w li - 'W I M j'>urr Ir fur 1 >"| (- t 1 lian \vt' Lut i n ^ iU) 

despite oiir ,ap|)arent siipi'leiiess of mind.’ She remem- 
InTed, too, th.at murmur'd s.-nl' iiee of lier \asilor, 1'Lo yet 
and —to ki'ej If' lia' 1 t oiieij' d laT on the j’a V then. Hut 
now the r'/ni' nibranee of it s' .ai'ed la r as if a la'I iron was 
ap|ili' d ts) Wounds th.'it were open, d’h,'-''' rV'U'ds, eoinbined 
wil h’fi'e' lit eba nfs, S' ena d l'> t' II li'-r plainly tin/ she laid 
bi'isn d' 111" -1 a I el'/ I '1, US' '1 V. 1 1 h : I h.il I )' 'lores h.'id only sc ainal 
to relmi|U!sh ('es.ir'' at li' i'—tin' I’rini'''s-, s - ba kliny'; that 
e\'i'‘i'\'l 11ll Ih I s'e n re a a ni'' 11 f, In - d'‘[i;.'rl ui'''. his kiny ahsence, 
the new ^ la'n•'\'li a"'ll ’ id Ih'' ( annwiy's whieh hail Ix'en 
obsers'ed bv all I t "III '' eI'e I 1 n'du wlil'di Innl oraairred to 
reassure la r, hail b's ii na i''Ev' ]*irl 'd an elab'iratir plan to 
tlfrow dust'ill h'E J'■.■^J"US .'inil seriA iirisjiiy eyes. 

WelE-sla' lai'l li^'*han.l, m Ha' niyht on a Ii tti-r, the 
letter ,,whr{;h ^I^"^lt' bTiiia > hail writt'ii jusl b'-fiiri' la' C'lin- 
iritf-i^i suieal''. Tliat^ was la r rvi apwn. .Vial with every 
dav that |■>:l,ss'■dyhe,was yalla riny rwll t" Usi; it. 

She had only to put it in tla- post, \silh -Sir Theodore’s 
nariK' apd addri'ss on the eii\el'pir', aryl It'dores Lannynge 
would be mined. 

WlAit would hajkpen after that she did not known And in 
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her' presenh niond sh<.' did not care. She liad car^ so much 
that stio had n^t yet si-nt the lotter, tie- si ndiny of which 
miyht yi’. r ] )ol iros to C'loaiv. ]!ut nr.w she was '/illinp to 
risk that, to risk ari\i,liiny. ralle-i’ tfian to yu on shtv:ldrt?g 
tile \Noniari wdio h.id wisvlnd lea' lif.', and \vho, sli/' began 
t's tM'lio\s‘, was'j)la\'iiig a lono cone d}' to iriHc her. 

I’erhaps it w.is on . n ])..lor( S ('annyiiL''' who liad made 
Cesare jiro[iosi (o Donna Ui'-nla to coi^ rdeT <*'.vn‘intrigyc. 
Sini'c she liad le ard of lie- child Ihniei ss .NlaneoJli haeipafesed 
oiiUof the ri'LMon in which sic- hwl bcmpililo- to think' clearly^ 
and reason calml}'. lleld'-n m th" d.iiVnc.e, tho little 
(Fwniny life had alrcad}' cast oiit iK nillnonis', ^he tremen¬ 
dous mtliienee which ap|M'i'l:nii- onl}‘ to,that in whi<\i Uod 
has put .a pari of Him# If. ll,had chanced fnur lives. It 

had i_M\'en jo\', st illiie,-,-,, a llaine, a ,s\\or(l. , 

When Ih'inces-, Mancelfi had Ikst le ai'd of the hop.'s in 
the t’ann}'nye hoii o.li, ,bl h - |i:kJ fell a'-- if u swad ent'-red 
her heart. In tlnit nioiie nl of keon and e\ajnisite suspicion 
she ’\^'as coieseioir-, I liaI she knew foi' ID' \'rr\' ill'st time just 
how mncli, and ho\',, she kc.-od ('e .are. She lo\;e(l him 
riiainl}' swlh the )le,|i, ancl lie Iksh rcjiael ter in its own 
hidwaus fashion. Xe', . r sle- fep it \ ioh utly —ne\ cr, till 
now, in this''new suspicion, h:> I sle fiillv ei':is|>ed tie' fact 
of th I- who!,- meaning of ler lo\ cr’s conie ctem with '1 )olc>res 
C.uiipN'iige. Xe\'('r tdl now h.'ul sle- k.nown I hr- whole meaning 

of Je.'doll«p. ' 

Let the child k>e born ,at lie' lime she lead calculated and 
the bl ow should fall. .She I'ai'ed 1101111110 f,,r couseijudices. 
.-VII that she Cared fisi" was lo slrikra and tti stijl^e at t,he 
mem'fciit when tic bhe,', \sould pro\c deadlV. " 

M e.anwhih- in I’ala.'/.o llarberini Dolores was jrreparin-g 
hersi if for the sacred iiel I'f domaii, for the handing on of 
the torch. , , < ■ • 

With the sure instinct of le r si'.\—sy'kled lei dou-bV by the 
inllexible hand of fie; great Molle r -- shr“ had-'found the, 
wii}' of release from those mental tortures which, if eii'duH.;d 
by her at this pe riod, must ha\'e h.armed thf budding life. 

She h;ul given hersi If wholly to- the yhild. Secretly, 
mysteriously, she Inwl abandoned lover, husband, even her 
old self, ’and had stolen away to the child. With it already 
■he was enoieweU as in some hfldden refuge, known cftily to 
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the ehilclj nnd hor,self. 'J’lie nw ^^h'l s.iw Ikt mdii'od (he 
great chanei' in lii-r. Ami tn iieTi- Ilian ona it imw scLined 
like a Vithdrawal. Oftm nnw to In r ImaVand she erne a 
5tra^g^e inipressinn I'f reift'it.'ie ss. ^ 

‘ "Vcgi jimst n<it Hliand'ei ni'' win ilk,' li' eaiies nf mir child.’ 
he said tn her half [iasdiilhv'. * ) 

She was suriiris*! hy (In' Mil>11 fy, ''f hi-- iiiatinei, ahieh 
Iff an U'dtliini ariyhf in lie; da\M <haf \\ tTO gone. 
Birt ski; niilg said.gi'.a'.ai'.*: 

'iFifl it is 1IIirti I i;ina( think milv nf it, h\s milv f.n- It. " 

' V«'S, tj^it ja linrii ! ' he aiiMM'ri il. with a gravity' akin 
tn hers. ^ \'nu are right.^ W'e ne n ean't iiielersland tliJse 

■Nn.’* . 

‘I nidv nmant he tnuk lea lenel Ah.n't gn tnn far 

t ' > * 

away fn nil nil'. 

■ lint I 'in ahs ay; il h ymi.' * 

’ \'i 111 kiinw I ne'.an in - 1 nn I. 

She did nut an a', ir. Ih' yael lei iiea.'. .\iel hy d.'gri'es 
hi; iieigLiie' nen'e .m‘en g. m e 1 1 hi tie' l•||.■lng'' in ler, iiinre 
reci iiii'i |i d hi it. 11 .' . n at ] a . I i ■, 111 e ■ ,a I n e . . t I. > h e.a' it, 

ennni'i'l iiiL’’ il \'.ilh lie' nn. hr'. ..f iie .1 le rie i... I. iVnd nie' 
diu’, st ale I 111 ' h.'f. a.' lie- | a *n I'.' al I I'lhnI. 1 1 I. I 'Lni ni, le- said 
tn hllnai'lf, .'1; le; h " i-.i d , at the |i:ih' .^Iall.>nlla haiillig lAel' 
the Jhiy t hild : . 

‘ .all I ne' II e >1 I e I". i h e. ml fr. an I e t. .M\' 1 >. ii .^'t I a f. m'i ! 

.Vie 1 1 1 'atI', 1 1 n.' ,11 1 1 .1 1 1 n I 

,\n^l fl'.igl Ileal ila\' le' le'e.a llli'd hi ei.nih.it tie- gciith.' 
r'l'iie itni^'4^ a tli- '.llll llelilf.l'ile'.' hi 'lie' Ilf' and lie' [i.'.i|ih; 
arniind h.'i', iHiat ;.. . ne .l I" <inan.il ' siihll'. Iii.ni It'O.ir.'s, 
^-hanging all I le ■, at n e . ■[ .le r.' af/in. leiiie', i'le' r.. n i lee 
he harl f'it wleii le' t.i'.a'u' le''t' hair ima. .a'.i'd n[i.ai him. 
T)hV In’ dar I/' lie'l'.' e.^jlnee.'tj nf lie' saer. die';; nf 

wninafihtii id. ''''il’.,'s a|i|iiri'nt e.idles; tn him le; 

, rne!i.s;trj.'i.'’de'r i'As'm.ih f.n' Ih.' elnld. 

♦ '^ct ihe; eliild h.'ie^ erernlliing tens',’ he ;aid h. linns.-ll. 
‘ Everyt hing t n, ne»l'Si' i I [ > 'i fei'l.’ 

Atid it secnv 'l tn4inii lied lie' f. .'ling "f Diinr.'; sv.ail.l 
hi;!y t'i fni^n it, tn m.ik.' lA Inn limVi i"s.|ni;ite, it; htcle 
face bi;antifnl, ee'eti it; nalnr.' I. ieha and g.imh 

Niirse Jfnjrmgs* at the 'Urgent re'jnekt\if Dohtre*, had 
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noN*.' crime to live in the pnlucc. Sir Tlicrulnre tlij'.iught her ' 
nil I'xcrllciil: nnr^i', uinl n lii_:lil\' ciiuju'ti iit yoiinLT'■vijnian. 
I>iit lir (Ini imt riuitr lik'' li'T. Ih- iHon.'r fdt cufiijij^'tcly at 
his^ ras'' 'A it li 1 1' r, f' ‘und^lif t Ic ti I s.'if ti I Iht, nini was yrii^g'ally , 
.'1 .ii I'l, 111-, .,f a, sli_Sit olii'f V. Inn sin* was iiu|. of llis 

■-is'lif. .'^'1(1 Inacaiiic acliialK' to dlrllki/ li»lliy in a Toijni 
I'oih till' niii''.'' ami In-. \Mf''. A t-i'iisation of* antUL'- 
oniMii til' ll lii'o ( Iniii, as if tlm tuo si<\n;* wi-rr, ai^d must 

, t. ^ * 

aSwiN's I"', ima ilalil's at war, aml^'is if impi werj' the yifcrior 
linlr.'i r!' 11 '- III'] Ihm f'-'liny cai''fnlhy a».(l was ali^'ays 
s[M'<'iall_\' jiolili- to tin- iiiirso. liiit lie‘ loiA'c^l fo/-ward 
cafyrl'/ to tlio tiim' win ii slw would Im no morn \'.i^tli tlimn. 

Sin' s' l'iin il* soiin linn 'i to sfaiid 'o'-t'^t'i-n him airl 
wif'', to inii'lia'-ns'' tin' Ivltcr’s wy 11 n 1 la w.'d fronijiimi, to will 
that In' should I'l'inain 111 an iiiiplcasanl, alnjost iKiiiaturul 
S' 'III ll'l'-. ‘ (' 

' < )nl\- a f(. \v wi 'ks^ iiow ! ’ *hc said to hiinsi If one 

# 

(■'.A S 

I'ti'ii In' \Mis li'-Ldiiniiiy to lie h.'umt.'d hy anx'intv. h'lir two 
or tliP''' d.L'.'s In' li.'i'l S', n \i'i'\' lilllc of his wifi;. .SJm had 
|)a-.s. d inu''h tilin' in In r h.'lroom. Nur.-.c .r'-nninys liad 
ad •' O' d, him to ha'.'' Inr alone us inueh as jiossihli', to let 
her ha'Se jv I fr’ct ( |Ul''t. , ' 

‘ I'lnt N'dnit I'-, tin' ni:df''r?’ lie ask'ol, oil this e-a’eiiiny. 

n 

‘ Sill' 1 '.'- I ' '-.In- n ff',! I lie 'V 

‘ J'i\' I v^Jimy IS '|iiit'' n"i'in;il. Sir Tin '"h'ih,’ tlie'iiurse 
r.pln'd, I'oldK' In' tln.iiylit, ainl l'"ikniy at linn 11 h lier 
si' a'hr eV's. ' 'I'li'Te is Im lic'd for an\’ sln eiai ailXl' tv.’ 

i I ,. 

J'lnl Sir 'I'lii'o'lol'e \Mi'' not sati-.ll'd. ' «. 

/ t 

‘ \t''e oiiyht Hot to ha', c n'inain''d in Ifonn'.’ k.e said. ‘ Tliis 
lanyind air must he ' xli^iir.l my In r, doiny lier liarm. I 
ahva'CS Want'd to t ak e'i n r a w/a'.’ 

' s. Sir 'I'h' odore. - Ihit she look it into E r head thftt 
it must he li' T'-. It uasls'-st to jiiimohixher.’ • ' 

'Itiit think of the In at of July! Se\ef.,:] wrlks more, 
and already-’ , ^ 

The nurse said nothiny, and minle a sliylitynis\;emerit as if 
to step hack into iTnlores’ bedrouiiL Jtut Sir Tlieijdure 
stoppi d In r. 

‘ Walt -a moment, iiursi.' ! ’ 

He went on, whispering ; < 
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‘ It isn’t too lato even now I ’ 

' What fur, Sir Tle ixlore ? ’ 

‘ her away.' , 

‘^Slie ninst rimain lu ir,’ the nursi- replied, with a ilcefrion 
Diat soinidi d htern, . 

. ' lUit why?. I (hm't mean far.’ 

’ t^dite iniji'ixsiye.’ 

' Iti.'fc t<* Fraie.i^i, ()r*Aii/.io ! At Anzii\s[ic would ha\'e» 
•Si^i air,* I emi^d easily yet a \iila, and wjuld 
giy»>'niotor-eivr slovdy. , It is ipiite iK. ar.’ 

‘ ]»adv,(5finnTnye must nut Ijr mm ed till the child is 

born. « 

* V^l'ain nhe inTrge hurne(J away, and ayatn .Sir Theodore 

Sto]Sp( (klu ^, 

‘ Ihil,— I lyn't understand-’ 

The \\ord ' ]iri mat uTfk' had sfiddeiily ceinic into his mind, 
almost on t(s Ins 1 111o ^ 

• ‘ L< t me-’ he said, and'he liiade a iiemi jii'Uit towirds 

the 111 droom. , 

' Sl^e 's tired to-niL'ht, and was jird droppiny off to sleep 
whui I left In-r,' sanl the nurse mll' \ihly. 

1 le stopped, 

' ( )h, fhelT ’ , 

'There is notliinv to fiws al'out Sir d'heodore. If \-,,u 
ill oiih' 1 le e.aliii, aiH 1 j u -.1 w a 1 1. w 1 1 h'^ 1 1 w oi i \ inn m i list urh- 
inL*^.ad\’ (*mn\nye, l||e|e is no is ;*eu that I ^.^in s. e why 
all shell Id I lot ei , jpi I I e .'IS it o| le I 1 t 

;\ f I er a iiieii e 11 1 of sit nee, he .,;i,id : 

‘\er\e\Mlf. I trir t voiir e.\|ie|-j, nee.’ 

• • • A • ^ 

' d'liaiik y.«u.*' 

‘ Hut if if 

He broke off. He had •Irakli aooiit to sav, ‘If yon are 

deeeieiiig'wie '/ * , 

Hut 'rdi.at reasoi^.uld the nume fia'.'e for deceiviny him ? 
And to iav t'j»i .I'm-,olds Would be to insult the wennan on 
*si*i"m his w ife n lied. ^ 

‘ 1 Iru T e-jinu u nee and (hwaitiou,’ he said. 

s\nd he turned ai|,d walk<d I'ajiidl'.’ awLy. 

N'm^se .ienninns wnt sofl|\- bank into the bedrriom. 

As She was shntliny the dool- from within t liM-e name a 
souid that ^eas like a yuspmg siyli. It wa.'^fulluwed by a cry ; 
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‘ Niirse 1 O nursr ! imrb«' ! ’ 

In till- tarly rnurning nf tlii- fnllMwinir dav. the twenty- 
ninth of till- nii>n|h, after ejylit linurs of rtyon\', gave 

birfii to a male child. 


( rrAi’’i'i;i; xt.ii 

A 

FeiR years Sir 'ibe odi n'o liad lniioi i'l to leu'e'a eliilif, am Vhj^ 
iinayim d tin- lirsl J'>>'s of/atlii rho.id, tlii; |iiid<-, tin- triunijih, 
the temli'i'ii'o:, H mall inU'-t oir' ly fi el, ulm in 1 ,'is arms 

til'- rcMilt of |)i> Im \ (■ fi.r I III' \'. miiai> In- lem '■Imp'll tis lie the 
eom|iamoii cf tus lif.', .> I\'.,e. ^ lii^liad imaL'im d joy in eon- 

iieetioii \mI h f,i I li-I li.I. N< 1' had im ya.e d'lntu shadm^ti, 

or eoi'. froi 1 1 1 d a e I' al d. o'. 11 ■ ... ^ 

A’et no'.v th.il li- Ini'll .' If at la-l all.om d, a.s he sMjijioo'd, 
his LO-'aled d' oiv, ||.’ l.h'W a f'sar l,' ' n'T Ih.oi any w/tieh 
had as'.iL^i!'d Inin lii th' :i f'lir Ineli ovstsI ladowed 

Ills lriuin[ih, \»ln.'h o|i. iiid an a' liN fei/t into whieh 

he ead 1 1 h h' n, I'' O'. i 

Su|)|>'I'.ine III'' hiij h t"" I"- iir'inal uri' Ins \er\- llrst 
aiix I' t e ha+l I H I ai fur yh '-h i h 1 . 11 '' f' ai' ' I I hat t hi; tin Id 
imehl iml h's ii'n'iii.il, In,til lee, -.ti'-.iie. ii'if'el, d’he ihaetor 
and N iii'si ■ .(' Ill 11 In;. i'a-■ >ii i'd Inin. And his 11\\ n eyes Ijore 
wit m's,-. t' I t h'' t rnt h. ' , *" 

Th'.« 111 f.'in t hail m i 1 ihii n h, i la h ' ' 1 a pr[eet sjAreimen 

of a hahv, .siieh as nneht l^'Ov'e el.nldein'd th'' hrart of the 
ino-.l exai-tiny or deiililitiy f^lhu-r, 

'J'h.at hr-,I fi'.'U' hani-h';!, !i LWi'ali r fi ar eaihg uyion him. 

It ua-s eii'ali'd li\' flw I'ondlfloli .if ItiHir.rS. . • 

Alth.nieh this waa le i' tir.A ehil.l the Hf*-T pi^ns were 
ternlde, and last'd for ne.'irlv forty-eieht hours. ‘ x , ^ 

Ihiriny all this liiie Sir lle.idor'r ne*v er sh'[)t ujid sridom 
rest'-rl. Kept old of lii-. wife’s j'l 1,nil, wle re Nurse Jennings 
was in eliare.r, a e,.|',iiid iiur,-'- hamne hiei'ii lia.-.tily.sent for to 
takr' e.iir -of I Iw .'hil'l, le''"j lae.'d the iniii'.ense apiirliiR^nt, 
going from chamiier to (’haiuh'. p but iiiceosantly retuD img 
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to the li)bby wlier^; liiiiiy tli^' pietuiv of tie- M.iihdiiia anti 
Child close to In.s diior. I^nsls catnr'. but hi’ rrad dj) 

letters^ They lay le ap' d uri III'’ lab]' in his stiiiha C^rds 
Ipft, bn t hi_’ did rail f \a_’i i ”lai i is^at ilia’ i lai i a Uf a 'ii 1 1 a 'in, 
IIS’- tiJahtha s-arvalits alliinst li.-fC'ly lli.d )a’ waild sra ia:i 
otie and niustln’ b’fl (.ail ii'aly al'iia'. l'i’''ifi tina: ha 

ate arnisrsi’l cf hasd. Ofti’ii la’ w^nt bi araze al tla' tinv 
(ilj^d ^jth*its slr:|ityi’ Idacb ayrs thal M i’iiatl I".,bine inwiu'd* 
at tliWiys lit) iiia'»<in rai'kili had s'’'ii. d'la n la’ is’siyia’d his 
waik or, tlirortiny iiioa.i it on a oliair "T a..fa, eb'S' d his I’SS’S 
and fttris\'*yri l^a ealni, bi aambal ha-. e‘i''a.s’iMa f' ar. 

M hy li^id he la ' ’1 ' ’ii v a-ara ' I 11 1 is 11- >’-,’n I al 1 1 'z i 'f tla- na a*ta r 
^;Vi] 1 y la ’ 1 ’ 1 1 fi ’ f' ir> 11 a ’ id 1 1 1 'i't ( *’■ [ i:h | ),, r 1 1 \ i ^.’i la ‘d 1 1 ? 1 ]' ■ 

ri’Tia’mbt’ri#] wrb Ins is ao-rsa 1 1< a* ailli ll'd'a’ss wb'n she 
had d'^ia’ib'fl lao' 'bi’-il I" S’oy 1 a a' ii.aa I’d a' a iiaaia’iit, 
thi’ll, ho had boon IV'dilil'd, had lla'Uelll I'f d'alh 111 oon- 
taadiiai ^ith bij-lh, Ihi# h'’^.la’ai ]ail Ih'’ llaaijht away 
altiiost al oiiao. And o\. n Ihon sni'bz his nnial hail onlv 
saiai to itsi’lf, ' Sia’h a Ihiiiy ma'lil haj>|ion bnl iiiv| |(< 1 ),.bi¬ 
ro tt^i, jvasr I O 1 ). lb .1 of I a , 1 1. my I I'o, tla’ ' ai la n 's hoin 1 b « \ o 
so n luoh and \'.l a > ha ’, I" ’. n n rz o. .n i ] i’ in a >n f. a' so n la n 'z \'i ‘ars.’ 

N'l’iv he djd fai’o I ha. foarful po -al alb’ n’. Id I’p l n.dhz ho 
thoayht of J_hal iii aaiiia rti m t h’ (i; 11 po *S,. 11 1 o of San 
L' irroi r/,11, of t ho n io! In r 1 } a i lo d , id. ' 'f 1 lio 1 11. '-z id nli 1 pul liny 
at lyzr handy, of I la- worib, .1/ iinru,! I 

])Fna:n by Ihoiiehl la- spraiia iip*aeain onW^from romu 
to room. Riit hit niiiai \'.as nioio [(’'zormbh' lyeli'. ■’ \\'hon he 
was pi na ■',-ona’iit. 1 l \\'as as if Ih'’ Idaok tla>nzdils ',\alked 
><th hyib koopi 11 a him 00)11 pan 'z i H i an as.iduoiis < ’ayi Tiazss, 
passiny wilhTnm Ihi'oiiyh lla- hieli . loor\'. a', s, slaiidiny with 
hini hiofore ths’ paduris, li’b oniiii^'^widi hini outsid'- that room 
in whieh ^va^ ,a toilnrod wodiaif. 

* And the mahl foil iRo Ir.^yp of th'’ thonyhts in¬ 

crease*!, till ho foiyjyMi iso]f ni Ih o midst of jr i‘ro\s’d of nio\dny 
thin,!4S ^rftped ffi blaok and ssilh toTi ihb hidili n f.as s. 

•'■^ith a sort of fiyyhlfnl ('ai' fiiln^.ss, a pn oi am almost 
cold and patty,^h*; laid hoforo him ;i lifo sMlIaml Dolores. 
She was deac’i. Ih-r healroo*in was empty. sVIl lla lhinys 

she had been aeeiistona’d to iise sj.ooil in tlair nlaees. 

# ♦ ' • ^ ’ 

gathering dust. Her gowns huny in tlie wardrobes, growing 

old-^hic^ued. ller^huts la^' in the drawer^ and boxes. Aud 
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bow silent the room wai ! In her drawing-room Hie piano 

softly he went into her draivlne-room, and stood there 
Ick’Al'hi':' at cvi rything, n%il saying to himsi lt, ‘ She is. dead.* 
And lv)\v is it Ii'Tc ? ’ I.eiif>aeh's nhl man fnet his oyeA, still 
fiercely alf.'e thuugh Itef ires was dead, lie I>uked.round 
, missing something. T-le n he renv-mljercd. The '^Jonna 
guanhindo iL mare ’ w;us in his lilsrary mot., ' A cmive»,at.i^<f. 
<aamit, Iv'.ck t<j his mind in CMundeti'>n with that piTture. 
Dolores had usktd him tn tiike it o'nt of tflie/o'sn^ Shi' fltul 
said, ‘ ''I’ou ha\'r it, if vnu like.’ lie had ansr.i-red, ‘ W’liat 1 
Am I to h ave all the sad things ?■’ l^ut Ii,.' had iakeii t|ie 
fheture, and he liad kept it. ' * *" * 

All the sad thiiiL's ! ft it were time? ijt he'were fated 
to endure gri*at serrows, perhaps tie- grialesf that a man 
can undergo ? Hut, herg, onee more man's stiemge and un¬ 
reasoning oiitimism for a moriienf reluiir d In him, and he 

* 4 

said to himself, ‘No. Dlliev lien may f- (f'sliied to such 
a fate hut it is not< jios'dhle -that I am.’ N’e\'ertle-l. ss, 
immedialelv aft<rv. ai ds he eontinued earefullv to iiria*irie 
his life in Horne as a wiifoM r : the v.aking u[> m the morning 
without itolor^s. the friL'hlfnl fn eilom, no ou" to consnlt 
us to the la\'ing out of the day ;* the e..fr i- tale n aloies, the 
ivalk, the return (o hmeli in solitieH ; the slretelnng ufter- 
iioon, tea-time with ho Dolores sillmg beside Inn to t, lur 
out tea, to pi\’e him his (m[i ; the closing in of tie- evening, 
the lighting up of ties rooms, the dime r noiir, the silence, 
the deadly silence of the night, lie shudd'ai.d. ' Thi5 cold 
prccispen became imps>ssible to him. Such,a life ensJd not 
he in store for liim. 

Then he thought of the <'l,dd.^ Even if In lost the mother ' 
the cliild would be left. N'o longi.r a huslumd thcri' wouli,! 
remain to him tie- life ot the father. »|/^ 

Hut now he, who had so almost'despe^. .ly^lcsired a child, 
recoiled from the thought of being left aloUe with i. vdiili^ 
which had killed its mother. No doulk he was affeet'-d by 
his gnawing amviety, hy his lack of sleep. The secemd night 
of Dolores’ agony ha<.l fallen around him. Ills body was 
beginning,to suffer se'verely under the strain of the ^nir.J’s 
painful and almus]; sinister aclivit,v. Perhgjis for this rc^^on 
he wa.s liow companioned by a morbid horror, horror at the 
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idea of Kein^ the father of a child which had caused U''lores 
such tynnent, a torment which rlill contuiued, and which 
jcnii^ht end it'i her (h atli.^ In r'ain 1^’ siiid to himself thaf all 
this wVs oi’daiiird, sNas thr' me’Uj reals work (_>t Nature, was 
n^'C':'Ssary--wU\',''no man kneav or would iwer kn^w on this 
side of the e eih- 1 *I'las d si.nic hidd'-n jiurposc. In \ ain he 
dweltVpo*! f hi; al^-,( hi I f' inie msiiiS' c.f Ihe'Jiltle ihild, now' 
sl(.'^>iy\y cahiilv Ahilo he coiild not .sli;'je ddi'' horror rc- 
mryn(*d willi him and Iwyamc more throati nitiLt tilT at Iasi 
cane; the J It Doloislla di's I shall hate the child, 

rnv child ! ’ * 

•In thaf niomtih he lueav how (hop Ids Itwe f^r his wife 
must hr*. ^Or \'va' it is allv his lo^o f,,i- the inolh'r of the 
child ?, (’i i'tyin' it was that tlio l)o|oros in ayoiiv nesant 
more to him than the ,sl«i [line e8ild, far more. Ifo fi It that 
he Would allow tie- child Jo dw if Its doatli c.eild sawr' tie' 
m*ithiT. Tie ' no louui r ri e.'.;;iii ,rd him-'If. Tills man, 
wah' fiil in the di adjhoiiia, was him a strah'.s r, \\illi fit-lines 
he—Th' odorr Tammims' -a\as lU'san* of \sith ania/s iimiit, 
\\iti^ (I' siros hi;' siiis'ly eonM imt share, ^’e|- he vmis, sone - 
Iiow, ideiililled ^\ll|| lle.se fi.elmes, tin.so dis-^iri..#. The-,- 
were not his‘—and his. 

He stro\-i.‘ to detach hi-, sim iv murderous thoiieht from 
the child, fearinc' him -'If ulneot as^a |iotenlial assassin. 
WhV, is III aft that Im can lice till middle aye, am.l j*'. \'er know 
hiimself '/ 

This straiicer was friyhlfiil to 'I'le odore Caiiiivnye, 

He want \t r\' softh.- to tie- lolje,- outside the room of 
Uoloies. It I'.so o'clock' in the inornine. lie Wiried 

on a liyht whii'h shone ju-I ahov,. the [lietiire he thought a 
Liliiii. He ga/i d at the MoUe jvaiidT'liild. 

• ‘ She sulf^redd ’ hy thoiieht, as fiis*'.-i.s dwelt on the Virgin, 
How (John she lo,,]^! He flit eomfoi'tei.l in that nioiiient. 
Surelv IL'I"!'■•S'lftmld ene.ree from the darkle ss and tie' 
as niillii.ins of mothers had ene reed, ^\'e wTsstle \vith 

Death and how ofti ii^ve (wereoiiie him. Tle.re is a destined 

• • • 

hour. Till that’ hoiy: strikes Death m.ay want us but he 
cannot hav us. 

Aiul'ff the mother lived how' heLvmiiri love the child I 

As# he wikS about to cs#tinguish the litfht the door of 
Dolores’ rtioDr Qitenhdj^ and Nurse Jennings game quickly 
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out. When she saw Sir Tie lore she shut the d 
fi'T swiftly, hut .yuH\', 

'Vj Sir 4'heoil()|.‘ 1 ’ ^h'' said, hath is [)roaidi, hut 4.vitij 
pity too. ' Why don't, \'(>v ao to 1 m (j t ’ 

‘ I ean’ ! 

Itut this is till' si'c'.ind iiiyht \-oii . 

‘ I ean ' ! ’ . 

Shi' sh' 'oh hiT le ad. 

‘ IFe.v - * ho',', ' ha llls| MTo 1. 

d'hi' iiui o- ‘.,i jh'd. 

r 

/ d'hi' [lalli , al'' hoaiiiiiiiia e, ,,ff ||f t|. 

Wail than ’lie n lli.d ^ yo'id,-di"|ti fnl,^’ 

‘ d'l n of a'lnroF _ 

Whs'd'ivoii l-Hi'. hk'' fil'd k ’ le.' hi-,| i"Vi d«.shar|tlv. 

‘ .^le' 's ,o I ' :d,'11 e' 1111 r ' . nd. ^ 

d le loi iln i| ,if a.ii'h ot h'r for .'If nioiie iil in silf'Ha'a'. Tha n 
Sir d'le'Mion- Inrii'd .I'.'.'i'.n Ifa v.'iit haak' fo the suita'*ot 
sit 11' a.'-I'i >0)1 1 . ale 1 1'' oine d hi , ly e ] ne t al!.. 

.'\ 111 t|a 1M foi'i' li-. a o','|, .' k in lie' iiiorniny le' haard/i hiint 
rii'.l liny and a si ap'M , 111 ' le 1 • iiithadi laie''', Inunioinant 
ha* saw .Vur.o' .Tanniii'W aonnny t'a'.,ird^ him. 

' \\ led is 11 ha I a|,'i 1 : 11 ' d. f ‘ ,^l e.' Isn I — ' 

Ha dafad not linisli lie' Santana,■, Ho stoiej still, 
stariny. « 

‘ \'ou nitpht coina ,'inf. s, ,■ le r," the nurse said. 

Ifa aaiiylit le r ai'iii. 

d'le n she' 1, ha| |i 1 [ ' 

Ilia pains ara ,,, I , * 

' .-\rid Sha a.ka.l . W 

‘ Nai. .Sha hasn’t said ;*■ a.'11 1 iiiy.’ 

Cold SI 1 /' (1 hill I. > • 

‘ Not said- 

‘She’s \'ary inuah a'.haiislii^ tarr^V.’ oxhauste.it The 

daielor \mI1 ha' haa!: ahiiost diraetl}-. I'^n.^expavtijifi him 

c\'ar%' iiiinuta',’ , 

Sir d’h' odora’s hand alosad am le r arm.. , 

‘ W h\' have you eoina for me ? ’ 

• • *■ 

‘ Raeause I tlioiiylij; yoi^'d like to see her forui nvui^nt, 
VVouhin’th'oii ? 

His hand dropi^'d. 

‘ Yes—of cysurse,’ 
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lie looked on tli'‘ ^rrnuid. lli' w.-is IryiiiL'' to (Oiinli'i! Ihr 
c..Id., , 

Hto in to her ! ‘ Xur*' JenniiiLo^oiid in a xo rv l^w \-f,ier. 
Aevin Sir I'li-edere si ar. . I , ;it I In. '.oana'ii, Af this 

rilolii' lit it s-;(«nA| |m hiiii .as if sli- |, .|,j m h.an^l. the ke\-s 
of lifd and of dsaih. 'I'hn he nl into t he l.edr. m .m, Ife 

^lid n?1it ii»l ioe h^t In r He mire fefke,'. i ,| Jina. w h- I Inn I In* 

di^^Vas .sljiit l)e|mnl hiin or not. .\s he e.mie mio |[|e ro.nn 
th*Td lla.shed into his n^ind a scene (he :*lti|(.rns 

tryiy.tr oy «jials*\', fieii he .soimhi In r to tAI her ahont lhn 
ilhirss of l-'ranni^ l)e||,al. ]|e ouninher, ,| ih' m'l\'^in- 

Ooiilhat soT^i.' Iii:h|e i||i,,ii him. 'Ri li i|e h.id In . n 

tliinkiiie oj de.alh. di'eadina doal)^, .\nd a Iri'.i.al imadent 
coiin(a-'4od \'ylh lln- lmhl'‘r nh of Ih’, Inad .ilmo | dionla-d 

him. Doloi-ee and tln'-*room |et,|., ,| ,hff, nf ipas. ]f only 
Iln Could son h' r III jmli^ll'. ! l^onK' In' eoiild Insar InT 
\»ii('e now asiiiiia'' : ' 

' Do you I 111 lit: y^ Ih .a In com i in^ 

Th^' hia' room \',.as diinh.' hi In, a kaniy hiirninn insar ths' 
He !il,|no,e'ln d shn.'.lsa Tin I , lio oillnl lo 

h'oine him. He s,a'.\ 1 l.T.n ... ,sh,' was lyinw oi|^h' r hank. 

Ihr tall liioirn u.as slre|e||^d si misdil mil o|»lhe h ,|. | [, r 

hand . and arms \m re hnh h n mn h i- t he isi'. m h 1. 1 h r darl; 

Iiair lay in In ,a\y himeln s on lln |o\'. ^a||o\',. 1 [, r whit'- fane 

loifl^<'d \nT'^ Mll.all. 

' DolorMta 1 ' he said e.fi h.a 

H'T eV's s'.iis' o|e|i ,aiid n.i.sil al hiiii. .'^he dal not snv 

anyHiiin:. ’Tidlioiil hendnm o, m .h as hi ma hma I onnhiny 
her, lie sat 1 ^ I \'.r I I n .; r I he 1 lo I. I h nil' I a a d e a n I o\»'l 1 1 e 11 1. 

Ifis instiimt w as I ni t al.s' In 1 liayl. Hut In r hands wa rn still 
hidden, 

• She hvil^ed Tn d. teriihiv liisfl. ,i;ut it was md Ih.al fand 
^^hl('h llnhl him sd ^ 1 n a noffhiess of fe.-ir. d'hn nXJU'nsslon 
in her o'Js.ss, ,ai»J,‘^i it seemed to him. in in r whole fai'e. nwasr- 

#ij<?'hnnf] him. d’lmre \sas intelhs'm. in it, not keen, hut 

profou.id. lirpodjnf Insasy. .\nd this mh Ihi.n nne was 
rnrnotc arifi stnrn. ,Shn yaai d al him, .and she uan d as if 
sIk' Ci,-rtawily saw him. Ife ft || .piite sure slm had watnln.d 
his ajfjiroach, hTad noted his anfioiis, knew \sho^ie was and 
wh^ he was thcit-. He erin frit sure tha* she knew vdiat he 
wae feelihg in tiat tirjmmt. 
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But lie, ami what hi’ did. \sliat hi' fi ll, whrri' he was, no 
lun^'er nffi'etnl hi,r, im IniiL'i r iii;dt' ri d to teT at all. ,T(i her 
he ]V rhaj)s ajijiean'd hh^' a dut iiidhe fiiri erilUiid of 
inirnense .scene, \\hieh stis I<;J|| d avsay iidn a di^laiice sip \'Hst 
that h'.', ar^d sueli» ts h'-, CMidd lol e\ eii e.iiK'eive nf it. . 

He Sat ijuite si ill fur snnii' lime, lie dkl nut kiin'^’ haw 
dony, wilhiiiit t:i[:iiiL.; Ins e\-cs fi'om his w^fi-'s fne.i, ifte dir^ 
net dan- tn iie a i . i n' 1 1 > spi ak asmi|i. 1 h- j’l arei j to (fijstlTTb 
this treitieml, Ills is ml I'mi itd ii >ii. ds h'' ivatelmd he ndtined 
that the eyi hds uf Diiluris fi i . |i|i'hl l\' elnied (ipniied 

uyjyn, as the eyelids Ilf human hemsm nrdmarifv ih).^ sVnd he 
fiiiind that this fact firesently yavi' hm'. a j't r\' faint fei 
of relief. Once, f.ir an inilant, tly eyelids remained elosi'd, 

< and he saw the hmy eiirline lashes .aseiinst rne hite ♦diei.-ks, 
and retnernhered his hial 'ninnientr of lium for Doh.ire.s. 
'J'heii I lie eyes opened, Ks' thoiiadj' more \i idi 1 \'. The ex- 
pn ■ssioii in them seemed |o I'ini to chanee, til lieeriine lets 
broodmy, and more imperat i\'e. , 

‘ .Slie wants the chilli ' ’ he said to himself. 

• f 

He turned roinid. 'J he Is drooni door \mis a litlh;' w,ay 
open. Hy cot u|i. Went to il, and looked oiil into the lobliv. 

Nurse Jeiini^ifs ^^.a.s I hei'e. Hv joim d Ii'T. ‘ 

'Fetch the child!’ In- w he p red. ' .She \\saiit s I he idiild.’ 

‘ # 

\Vitlimit ,a or,I Xur^e .Tenn111cs \seut axMiw .Sn- Tlieoihirc 
remained iih^the lohhy, i.ailme for Ih'- child to fie bioirdtit. 
Wdcn Nurse .feiiniiiL's returned, earr'i ine ayainst hit breast 
a white liiindlef in the rnnlst of winch .a tm\', dark face i^ould 
he diseiTiied, he preeededdnT into the room, ail'd wopt up tp 
the hitl. ddiis tune he dared to In nil ilnwii ('i\'e\ his wlfi.a 
You wanfi:'d the child,’ In^ said. ' W’e ha\ e hrniiylit him.’ 

Dol ore.s turned her eves tm'.arsts the white liundh'. Nurse 
.Tennings was ahoiii to sit-dsihn hv tlie tied ii'lie/i .Sr*' Theodore' 
said : " ' ' ■ 

• Give me the child.’ 

She made a slight moyement, as if of protest. But he trwkit 
tlie baby from her, with delicate rare.* He ,felt that only 
he knew what Dolores wanted,- that ordv he could gratify 
her tremendous desire. » 

As he took the baby the sleeping eyes opened and 'stared 
at liim gravely. e • ' * 

He kneeled >iown by the side of the *100(1 With a slow 
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effort Dolores r;iis< d hi.-rsi If. Sin- ni'o cd le r arm^, drtiwiiiL^' 
th^TVl and liffiiiL,' li'T-'If oil li'T i'IIminss. wlnfc 

Jian(ls*riii' ro<‘d friaii Im ip oIIi thr (■..■.-. rUt. .Sir 'I'li'■ m 1. 
'h<-Td 4h'- li.'iliy in frind i>f In r, sn #Iinl ondd 1".^. cfll\^rl 

on hriid E' ir aaii"m'-i 1 1 \1 in ls e*' d 11 1 1 ■ i 1 1 o Ini '-.' 1 ,l;i,d. ■ n,-. ^ 

* • 

and .hi' L'a/.ed U|) at li'i-. 'rinn linp A.i irn.,,/.n sli^^ditlv 

<‘li:Ln«|^'d,^\' lft''linTl .'I ||M|n, ImC^Hip- IL llltin ln~,s r' ln.itl'. 

lips iii'i', tL^.'sir 'I'll' ' idni'n t:iii((l iii!';ir''r t'' Imr, aiiif 
lienr*! hni'niiy, lAidni’ lor lionlli, ' \'it f'lr nin.’ 

‘ 1)''I'in J ta—^o', l*;d ? ’ *lie w 111 11 'T'd. 'Tut ln'il^!* It i.s 
our'eliiliT 1 

y|n pifii'.i'il, s^'riitinininy li'n-. 

‘ It i^s \'.iur nliAd,' 111' .'d*ii i^t falt'T'i 

Sim tuAiv d K;r ny s sIoVNiy fnifn tin- Isaliv, and lonkird at 
hnr liiislianft. 

‘ N"t f'lr III''.’ slin r'pnali'd, \vilh a d' ' p siyh. 

Tim sti fp cxpn .-.h in•rn| iij'ii' d tn linr f:mn. Shn siolmd 

aoaiii f.ii'ilK'. JI • r 1 ■] III o\’\ \| 1 [ i| >'d. I k r Imnds dn,;ipp.;u'nd 

Imii's'ilh llm rii\i ifi't. Ho" In ml nlrnpl" d sid'-aays u^mn tin- 
pdliTw. 

Tin- li.'dm nliiM'd ills -S .■iiid sl' pt iiMnn Illiirn. 

Hut Sir^Tli'i I'll in- did iml iii'tmn it, H'' ss'aii ya'/iny at 
tuo I nar-.,* lili'li Inid soil'd up in tlni.i' fl'TIi lU-'-s nf 
Wdiiiaii In' Iioi'd, and Imny f'lr an iiint.uit on In r lniiy c\'e- 

L>\lms. 

' 1 )i T iT( 11,1, ! ’ In' NS 111 .p'-ri'd. ' T^i 'll if' 11 :i ! ’ 

Nuro' Iminiiiys tmik tim Imliy fruin Ins anus with a 
tri^hdiliIly v- ill ui' iS. 

"E Sir 'l^ln ydiire ! ’ In- Insird lifT s:iy h'hind him. ‘ She 's 
noil" ! ' 

H " tunn d his lend towari h"]^. 

‘ (ion.'- ? ’ U" s:i id. 

Th" nurs" li"";^i| Pi snP, iii udlA^' diovn o\'ct tim Tahy. 
d’hi'Si h" I M H !.*■ II'' turn'd. H'’ Imilnd Iismr the 

JohC hour" I'll tin.' Imd, kismd tim Wnt cyiduH and elo;,nd the 

eves of I.)( ih irms. 

. . 

• .*• • ♦ « • • 

It was fill' diuA aft'T fin' fuinr.d of Itolores. Sh" h.ad 
o( I'a* liiiried rii'.'ir Eraimls I )"n>il in ih*' Enyli di I nirial yround 
ciltside the w^lls of Uonm. No'.v tin- sun shone to greet the 
man who must ri*e and face his new hfif. 
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SifThcrH-ldre niadr hiis tnilct and dressed mechanically. 

Nurse JetiiiiiiL's \sus still in the Ikhisc, but intended to leM'e 

that dav. Sinee, the d. ;i,th of Dolores le v inaiuu'^ ■ had 

chartu, (l towards Sir 'I'he. ^lore. She*]iad .s< eii his erie f. . .Siie** 

Could lea fell 1 o\saT(ls liinifiuile as she had furnii '»]\* felt. 

* ^ 

Ne\'< rl lie|.she«,\as anximis In be H^^a^^ 'A sinaylarK** 
frank, and all 111 isl bh ml ly I ml hful \m inian, lYma that Di Tires, 
'.vhotn she had re;dl\' hixsab as aniie she',\j da d fo jjet 
c>f the insilieere atna''.phere whielndt seenr'd to. bar, t^iust 
for e\i»r fi'rood about the child that reuiairjeil \s‘'itli Sir "i’he^- 
doTe. And she had iiisi.tid on resiunma Ihe/diaVfi’ uf<’the 
child hi I he secornl nurse who hail ,been eiirraeed. rln hed^ 
funeral,'she had ‘ erii d IvTsilf iie.-uK' sick.’ Ntiw 
rof n[> and bc/.aiirlo mak.e |i< i' lasi ^u'efiaratloiis. 
lis [ii'i leiici; Ilf lireakfa t Sir Tin odors waddered 

die looms. lb, idioiilder,'were a litlle bowed. 

Ills f, [Te was I un 1 arid I lamrard. d’ci-day 
'111 wad. lie fill si ranee, dull. ^'a^Uc anct 


aller tn 

she. too 

After 


Hi 


h' ad d I'oojii 
hd not f, , 1 , 


ho j leh S*,. but scare. I sai |. 

The rooms s'euied mini' Use ,as Im \vent ihroiiLdi theni, 

hi irri hi \- I im I a use, He ni.id'- u|i his nimd to CK '■ I h' 111 up 
as s'.on .'m possilile. He \',onld eo a\'.a\'. He \^oujd take the 
child ti I Emelaiiifr 

At the full' r.iI I here had been r'. rv f'.w'.' |I'si[i|'. b.-sides Him¬ 
self and Xume .leiininsm- b'hia D' li/il had couicyuid littjc 
Theo. I.ad .“s.i I'ah had ^'i ' 11 tic re. As Sir 'll cod''ri' was 
lea\'ine the liiirial au'oiui'l Im ha.l -.'-.-n ('< -.-n-'i (',-ir'',,i act liny 
(■|uickly into a ni'itor-ca,, and had famtb' wonderi|l wkat 
the vouny m.'in \mls doitiL'-in that immlil .ourhood. ‘d^l-.ad 
ne\'er oA-iirreil to him that Carelli mndil be thi"-rc in eon- 
ricel ion SM I h t In ■ bill i.d ' if his y 1 fe. 

Ladv .S.ar.ah, to.i, hinl seen. ai'c, ninl Imr fpr'c hird 
qui\'cr<'<l under In r sa il. - _ , ’ 

■Tiist 111 fore ,Sir d’heoilore dro\ c-..aivayhad taken hi.s 
hand, anil had s.'iid in a low \ on-'- : 

’ ('oiild I lie of an\' im- y I lo\ ed hiT.’ 

‘ 'I'hank sani.’ he had replied. 

She iicld his haniT 

‘ Would you like riic to eonm to-rnorrow ? Can Dhelp 
all with the child ? I have had children of my own thoiiyh^I 
have none now. Ami I—I care very'much for little children.’ 
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* \es^hank yoii. l)i_i ('oinc,’ he had answered. 

had hardly known wliat hr was saviny, but hr had 
becr> Qoti^cious nf a slight S'nrati'in df rrijifiut :ind suppui't 
rnriinrnt. 

Tri,(hiy, howr\-rr, hr had [di-^r.iy ii all ahnit fdi/"inatl■r. 

Presmtly, fther L'a/.iiiL'a1 niaii\’ Ihinus '.whirh h.^ Iirhinerd 
tr) liE wife, a[t'*T i>|rmiiy Ihr piaiir, li.indhnr lu r luurir, 
*>taudmL'^iir a.h •■a Inh- Ir f.>rr h -t ',m i I i ijr-t al'h- rn \shirU 
lay s.werul. mu'n iK'd h;t( rs addis .a ,1 fd hrr, hr wrnt tn hi^ 
library, /flu talijr I law was Iraji-d \', d h l< Id.rs,* IJr had 
Uut»li )(I Iwd Ut^'hir Sll H'd t I ir 1 II rl h df t hr (‘hlld. 

Mrell^niralK' hr sat ildwn al llr' lalds All llr ,'.r h ltrrs 
fo read and td*j|;.us\f. r ! ^And whal ’-'■a^ I hr ssidd "f it*all ? 
lie r' sht r(J his I'i'ai 1 d| I his ha i id, ha 1 1 11 1 e 1 11 i 11 idw d 11 the 
bldt t ifty-] la^l. lid frit ti ai'fiilA' I ii' d, in llr' Indy and in tiny 
Sdlll, as if all his fdl■rl'■'^ \'d is ■ 1 .Tl l l; t d| 1 1, .a . if dills’ yis V ash'S 
were hdt. I’.ssmi Ihr r^ild nrahl iidlhine t" him al this 
tin me lit. i I 1 lad In I !< d I I r n id| 1 a r. 1 h ‘ had i n la-j 11 r d I hat 
drill, and h 1111 1 I f ji fl a I dll' ■ 1 1 h I I e ' r 1 11 M. J 1' had l u lar 1 led 

that hs- iiiielit hatd iIa- rliUd. 'l''i-iTay hr \',a-s iiirajial'lr, as 
die sii|i|idS(d, df hair'd ''f I'r.s'. Iii'lrid it s'cmcd tn him 
(’luiti; iiiij>ds-,ili|r I hal all’,' ImkIs’ i si r rdulj pdssr.sS enriuyh 
rl eras' f'lT,' 11 11' I’ tl i'' ' 'I e’ 111'’ ' '1 ll' 1’. 

.''is hr resil'd his hra.d I'H 111', lialid le’ hi'ikrd dnssii ut lies 
j^le df 1^1 id| 1. 11.'ll h ll'i’s. 1 fe sa^' Fdna It' ii/il’s haiid- 
wi^ 11 ny I m an i 11 s ' I' i[ a ■ ss h ir h had%iri i s > d I hat ji e n’n111y, and 
at last, \\ 11 h a ' m h, le 1 1 f I' d his In ai I, and lae iT 11 s hand dii i t. 

I Ira 1]irjii (1 it, and i raiI a s i r}' tend' r ne ssa'.;^ "f h'S iny friend¬ 
ship! c'dd inls'iisrls' sinri re sdri’n’^’. Tie’ la'-t wiTiIs wisre : 

f • 

‘ Vdii has i; Iiei n like a father tis my falherh ss lifllr mies. 
Can I Udl h' I 1 S'dll h\' dl'iSSyfa lyy h.s ■ f'U yrlir TlldthrrlrSS 
child? d'elV ne- [ii’eseiil^ ^\ jiat I may sin. Vdiir friend, 
Elys A ]t]’,N/tt,.’ 

^djjii'plrttj fTt^lidiiyli it did iidt sin ill hiin any dri‘]> rnmtiejn, 
'Cas'cm erriain imii' tus tn his hilh'itd staanaiit mind. lie 
bryan tn tliiiiE afel to rrmnnlirr, tn rrali r nmrr stmiiyly 
life and hir^iself in,hfr. Jhil this inrrrasiny piisscr nf thduyht 
.idtc^rned him. He fi arrd tl^'s himrn sshille r it miyht be 
tpniiny. AnTl, drtermiiud td distias’l himsidf, he hastily, 
ai ha;ghazard,* stretchect out his handcmsl tonk up another 
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’lcttei\ It was writti'ii in Itnli.in, and rnolosnd ^nthin it 
was a iiofc, wliicdi di'"|i])< (l dmMi frutn his nncri-tain, ulni/;st 
MtT'.'rlcss lini/( I's, _as hi' I xhai'li d il frnrn thi' rn\a'r(ip#. Jle 
Ft tvic p'jtc lu', and h<_a;ip to road tU- li'tfi r ; 

‘II 'TCI, T'p:! l’aVIsV** 

‘Si RiA.'ip S-' ITJ, ^9 

' Mv DT:Ar:r,ST Eisr.TT.s,- I shall npt sicSoii aL'ain.^You 
tiro till- hwt [ii r''.un I shall i \a r \srili.' IR. **■! Vanio 
laot niaht fnini Nioo. I am rnitu d.* ^ nii *111 Id.nk llfit is 
niilhnra Now. 'I'his linio, hi>\\i \S'!', tliccrnin i's. final. I 
}ia\a_' nil fill III')' I'osi .1 n I'I a. 'hhiTo is no \'.a\' in \sn Ml I^■ aTi 
ohti^'n till' oonniiand of an\’ nloH'A'Yhoiiidi, I cunW, I stilj 
hoho\-o the liii'k \noii1i 1 Inrn. and / nnaht win liaok all iny 
losM 's and nloi'i I am fl)< (1 of it.all. alid hi.\i' ivsohcd to 
• end it. ,\ ml 1 '^h I 'll Id ha', o i nd' 1 1 it in 1 .'omo hitt for some- 

4 ^ 

thmy lhal o^■(■ml■d lo-(|.a\-. Avoii kno\\' T am md a 

sent I nil'll I alnt I'lit rati nr a ni.it<tfah t. Xi'\ < TI In'l'as wi^ 
arc Hot ,alIoiir o'r. n ma-l'r,-. N'or can \'.i' f'i I and act 
al\Mi\'a *aoooi dma to Ihi' diotatio of tla' Ur.-iin. I |o\a' yon, 
and hasi' foimd m\"o If i|nitc imal'li- to rout out this h'or'. 
.■\nd this lo'.'r h ads nii' to IiilIc yonr otH'mi' S. Idio yroatost' 
of tin so is Fosan- Cari lli- -- ' , 

,\l this yioirit Sir 'riiii'd. .ro, \'ii fdiny to an nnia na'rnvhlo 

ini[iulsi', pickl'd np the nolo ho had dro|ipi'i] .in the t;d'lo, and 


road ; 

« 

'I)k\k Sin‘ 'rni oiMiRF, ('.WNwaor,, T ojidosc a letter 
which I think rtm-l mti-rist yin. It I'Xf'lains itsijf. and 


iiiods no eon I nil 'll I from n i;-. I ’mt 

to markets date. — dd's. > iiiceri' 1 \', 


\\ ill adv \ahi spf'ej^Jly • 
I.isi 1 I A M aA om I.I.’ 


Idle (l.'ite at the top of tl;is iVte silo',1.1(1 fha’i it had Ihcli 
u ri 11 1 11 on the d.a\’ of the ehild'.s*’ Ijn't h, t la.' eh i k !■ ha \ m e t iccn 

4 * * 

born in t he earl\' nioriniiLr. • , i 

Sir Tin I'd.ire laid it do\Mi and wSit onM*»,’'^!; thodettor. 

• 's' 

‘The ereati st of tlase is.Cesare Farelli. When he bet'arnc 
Vonr Imcr I hati il him. Rut since he abandiiFKd you for 
Lady t'aniiN'iiye I have loathed hull.’ 

A torrent (d red nislas] orVr Sir Tla'odord s fane, 
letter shook in hi.s k'.vnd. Ho inaiU' a movtrnent as if to 



561 


THE FRITITTH, V^NE 

’■.hrow away, chicked hiniself, I.-iid it duun, bent over the 
with beith hands on it, and read mi tn the end. 


‘ • 3^i‘-dav I hanpeiicdto be near #he Purta San Si^iMiaiiei 
whe[> 1 saw C; I'dli en by in nieli'r tm^ards^lle i.|ii ri 

Countj-v. 11 e^ was diix’inv liinmif at a^ti'enn fTleiis rate. 

But ^ saw his f.’t^e ipiitj; i'|e.'iil\'. .^s ymi kumv I ha\ e net 

»hved fy ^le rcwiy^ :tl Meiite Carl" fer m :rt's \Mlh"Ul learn- 
in^tpo jnil.-ii; rniniC aec lat- he eii.iiieh fr"iii I Iw faees whieli 
ofti.'ii 1 ry,t" emnvil ihi'iii. 'I'lw face "f Cari Ih jeit file- mi 

Hie •traek ' ^ if ^*iniel hi ne. I kiiec ],ad\’ Cannynee' r\a,s in 
Bmiie, f^id that [n r liiid'aiid ^^■as in I'celand. I emine*ted 
•tlie exeiteiiient a,tid Ihirry^if Carelli, hi- rapid de[iaituie frmn 
Ivmne, •\Mih le* Wlir'?, .^Iy in^linet was at wnik. And 
iriv in.tt inet* \\ as rieht. Aliii"st dii ectly after Carelli lead 

disap|iear'd I met a tTi\i-eali, "ii wlicli u asiiiiie liivyaye, 

yiriny mllie sani" dneetii#i a-, Car' Ill's iii"l"r. In ide was a 
tall wiiiiian. She \',.is wra|'|ie,| ni a \i il. Cut 1 lh"iiLdit, 
indeed 1 f. || allii"*t sure, ^lial I deCet.d T.ady Caiui\aiyi-. 
"J'h/jii, Lisitla, it (leiMiiTi d t" me that pi "• ibly 1 miedit d" 
\*<iu a last serviee, 1 m f,ire yitliny mit "f tins \^"rld, ssliieli 

nfu SI'S t" "ffer me an \ 11 1 my im in ■ \s "li h the' tat: ii ly^ I s'! en t 
inl*> In 'Iiie,, I I leayi'd a taTI-eab, and l"ld t fle eliauffeiir t" 


dri\ae me mit "f the eit^- tw' the I’l.ila .San .Si basliaii", and 
to^i-" mi t ^1 I ya\'e him fiiillii-r 1 1 ire#t ii inWhen sse were 
"jipi'isite I" the Its my yrnuinl at C^nl i'ee||i' I sjtijiped him, 
and iiiipiireil "f man n'uIIi a win" eait, whim\as eiimmy m 
itnii^ t li',, direel i"ii "f Ciiliinna, \sli<lliir li" had met a yrey 
tmjiei^ii^sliapi d iiiiilm'-ear mi tin TTvad. He tuld me lie had, 
and that it was’e-iiiny mueh tmi faC and had sm"llieri*d him 
-* \\ifh dust. I yas e the fi l|i iw > lUir^ liinney and ""t mit "f 
him aiiiilher |)ii ee "f mfi iii'^Tfiri ill. lie had alsn met a taxi- 
Cab S'. 11 11* )*• t al k lai 1V Ui it, ai!il^luyea*.;e "iilside, jmd had been 
askeif ‘dv the (IrmJ'Wanil ■'/e' lad}', if I lie}- ssere ynmy riyht 
fur pl 4 _'\',‘tn" IfTJnlatii>. 'The lade, he said, s[i"ke well, Imt 


S'.'US .-.lire she Was line 
what 1 \*anli«^ h t"ld 


Ilf the knyli Ji. 
m\' dri'.'er tn 


Inimari". N^it far irmn th'Se I met 


1 bis'iny aseerl aim'd 
take me til ( tle\ aim 

a ri'tiiniiny taxi-eab, 


sti',^.i^'d it^ and, bv the usual nijrans,Jearnt friiiii the driver 
eiii.'iiyri t" be qu'tle sure that Carelli and Ladv Caimynye are 
at tnis njornent at Casa Iruschi, the inii^buve Olevano oa 
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the hill, and that they have gone ther'^ to stay tte night. 
In order that I rnav not meet them bv chance, or be kng('t\’n 
by^hcnd to be ill'the n'.iL^hb.durliMOtb T h;ive come here. 
But -n niL’Iit falls I V.hall r< turn. What am I goHy?> t<’ 5 ' 
do? S<> letlnng for you, hhisi tta, and m ijm-thing edi.o for 
nu's* If. tor tu'eui now I thini; of mw If. *I kno\y Cash 
^Tr uu'lu and the land about it. As ,a Ini','*! was often^^.herc. 
I iin aiit to niaki''an (. nd of Ihiny^ in Ivo'mh., 'I liae'e 
rn\' iiiiin^l. Wle ti the iiialit eomt s I shall n|) tin- hilt, and 
I shall di e ^^hl r'‘ th'ssi.' two rniist know o^ niy d^uith, whfh'e 
they shall br th<' lir'-t to lind nea \'. la r*- th<iy slftdl 1 ft' in- 
visf.ed in the publicity that \m 11 I’ 1 Iow my end. ♦'There 
a pergola just beli>w Ihe b-ileeiiy of tie- rodin which ihey 
must occupy. That i^ the plaei' I ha'.'c i^.'ciseir.- .b ])istol 
shot, anil Ih' ir ■ > cri c\- bl^iwn to t^i'- wimb. ‘So, ^011 will 
see, at llu' \(T\' end I elphl s'r\e \-ou and strike those who 
ha'.’'' made \’ou suffer -v-, h' > ha', c 1 1' C t. d \’ou, fusel la Alain'elli, 

i- 

with cru'ltv. iinheuity, treachery. 

‘ .'bddio. I make no last |irot(,btaf ious't Yoii have helpeil 
me. bhui ha'St' paid (h bls for iin' ; I shall pay soiueLl*iiig 
into Voiir ae'Count to-iiicht, and soun thing into my own. 

‘ .MijNTKnru'xo.’ 


Having rinishcd the letter .^ir Theoilorc got up‘’from 
the writing-table. BAt^ In- did not hasc it. J’or seyi^ral 
minutes he'itooil bi side it willi his liuiids u[)on till' letter. 

The' date -tjhe' date! He '.vas trying tl» make a calcu¬ 
lation, but he was unable to make it. His brain 'doiedeel, 
and tln re \',as a bii/.uue'in his ears. Newert heles; be f(R 
almost furioiisK' obstinate'. He would stand the-re- till he 
\vas able to make thah ca\ulatieiri. The'blood had now 


retreated from his fae'e, leaviAg^ strange ami hide'ous palloj 
whii'h showed uiid'Tneafii the,brown tyg of the^km.^ But 
the e'xhaiisteal fe< lmg had left li^fh. Aftlk-'ieh his bfam for 
the moment wms I'loiided his body felt stroiigTv alivF. . 

A veiw' faint and drslant I'rv <listurb|(l the sili'iice- of tTI!^ 
librarw And imniediate'lv his miiiei was I'reiur? lit' liste'Ued. 


Th e Soiiliel w.'is not repi ateel. 


Ifut he Had kin^wn it for the 


cry of his el^iild. 

H is chihi ? He^ moved (juickl^' away fi;om the writjing- 
table with the intention of going into tjie room winch had 
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been timied into a niirs'.ry. Itut winn lie rcaclird the door, 
anV had o[)inod il, ho .stopjxd. ITofih lhaf he (iarod in >t j^o 
to lhe*ehild ]U'1 thou, till ho Iiad lhoit_dn, (Ojiisideritill 
•liie*U;bd rediviTi.d eoinpf te jn .-ooo„f ,ii of hiineo|f, tiUriie had 
nrrivPdr jierhajoj, ;it somo conoliTMon. And In- lof^the door 
<*lpen gnd \son1: li^el; to tin Iihrarv. * 

‘ \va.s 'iTlih' t(\ iiiako I hat . oaEi ilal ion ^^hieh, just^ 
betli Tni*jio-\il.il.; to hini. Am^ hi^ faoo sliowcd 
a erijdor ]>7illor. * ^ 

A ot In- *^id not In liovo’a word of all this. W ith oonti in]it 
he t^ild Tbinojf so. Ih- ropoaPd it to hiiiisolf ayain and 
ai'ain. 

Ids ^\i^l■ and'('i saro Waidli ! \Vh\', tle y had seare<l\- 

kn<a\'n oad 1 ol h''^. d'h'\ luad to . iTtho niori .1 aoijuaintaneos. 
And, ;T| lai t •from that, who t^ial liad < \ar I'l allv known 
1 )i 'loi'ot I a r•ould for ,a n ion ionl sii ig et h' r of sneh an art ion ? 
Sjie rose f( as; his #io||ior\'. It was as if h<’ saw InT 


standing 

in the TS 

h 'III, 

, \\ 

it ll 

hor 

lar. 

go .and 

almi'st sai 

1 lips am 

IMighl 

Iv.l 

own 

dr: 

1 n hr 

of ilT" ni 

el.name 

SoIll 

O 1 

Old 

LM'. ' 

il ; 

lar, (i: 

ffgain the 

so'iind 1 

d h 

or 

\' 'll 

•'S 

lb 

■ \\ Ool| 

Commit Mil'll an 

ai'i 1 

' 'll 

; IS 

this 

lo 

tier al 

\\ by her 

rvholo Ih 

■ inv 

1 

'ffld 

sill 

ink 

f roll 1 

of It, R.I 

id\' and soiil 

sk' 

‘ W( . 

nid 1 

il'l 

a 'T il. 


Ih 


sard 


'III Old to la r ? 

ne ro I la 'iiLhif. 
d, I'oMil. s, she 

}iaj^ lowoik him. She had eorLayid\' |o\od him drojiEy 
alwa\'s. , 

lladnotaher 

SfidiKaily Jio r'liiomli. T' d how oflon, la foro his yoiny to 
nal v» tm and ] to], ,ro, had 1" > 1 1 f s ivat i d. I h- roi i ii-n il a Tod 

till' life at I'rao'ali, Ins d' pailiiro to ('oino, her long 

stav in Romo floiio lator on lla, almost dosortod palaor. 
^le rrnuniboi't'd his Enalaii'k his pro-ocoiipiation 

with^tho tfffaifs of i'diia Roinil, nmT.rsilh the ohildron. Not 
for a ny am nt^ n now, did ho hlaino hinisolf. Riit ho 

roii»;')»iibored tllat Rolopos had d'oliiiod to oo on living at 
^Tnseaii. and ho ro^iomliorod that :dio had boon very often 
alone. * •. ’ 

Had she Ixon alo'ne all that time ? 

olioil^at the loltor ag-tin. *110 re-roail^ it, fanning 
cvfjTV" word witii his hps| Montoliruno had killed himself 
in that jiergola at il'asa Trusohi. The w*liole Roman world 
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had wondiTrd why. But no nnrnr-s had been nfentioned 

in cr)iinci'ti(in with his drnth. There had lieeii no scanital. 

No^,hiny liad ever i )e. ii hinti-d cf a woman at the ii\n'that 

nirdit.''.W'hv, after all, \\liat did this letter show? Mt'iV-Iv'* 

that M-rd i hrmio had thmmhl that lie- wvmaii vliVi drove 

in a taxi-iNl) to tfie inn was Itolerrs. lb; had onlv sewn tier 

.veiled. II IS asse-rl loll that, aft t r sp'-.'ikiiiL^ w ilh t hi^.'“elj<-rniny 

ehauff'iir, he was (|iiiti.' snro of the iih iilitw of this‘V’o^ifV* 

carri'sl i*o rMii\ ict imh, Ihav sh'iiiliPa t.^xi-^ali di'lwr kweiw ? 

* , ' *■ 
.■\nd. anvhow, th"se feltass e\ill sav anS'thmg /^ir niuuey. 

.\nd M. mt' hruno had eies n him money. ‘ 

?iow dark the, ehikrs eves were '^blaek v\h 'S ! 

■ t ‘ 

It woulel til' \'er}' eas'.' to ordi'i a niotiV inos-, t.o po to 
Ohwano Ri.imaiio, to make im]iiiries. Jh>. wh.tr wws the 
youil, \slie[i he was Mire, ala-ilute-lv ijlire, that fiis dead wife 
W)LS iiieapahle of siieh an,aetieiii ? Sir' harilly knew Carelli. 
.She- IiardK' kne'W him. , 

Sir .'I'h'odore repeated tliis to imiiself ae'ain and ayain, 
with a Si irt i d despi ratii anee'r, Irieh he bf liee i.-d was direeted 
ayamst a dead slanderer, Ml iiiti liriino. 

That I Vineess M aneelh should send sueh a letter to one 
who was ^ihnoijt a stranger! lie liMiki-d avaiimd the date 
of her note. She had sent it \^hen Itolnres was'alue, wiien 
there- was no reason to suppuse- ItukTes \MkS in any danger 
of death. 

d’hi-n Bri'iteess Manei Hi absolutely be|ie\ed tha'' Dolores 
had til tra\’ed lyin. .She had piro\ ei| it bv being er<nte'llt th.d 
he should eonfront his wife esith the htti-r of ,Me iTielirtino. 
She li^id jiriwed it tiy allowing him to know, of he. 'own 
shame. 

He began to pane his > )on\ 

If he had opened that let'er when first it renehed thii 

palace ! He eonld ha\'i-faken <;t ^to his y^o-’s foom‘, he gould 

have said to her, ‘Hen- is a .slander. It^-.'iit, oivlv deny 

it, and I will never think of it again. The letter shfdl b^ 

burnt and forgotten.’ ’ i 

Ill a.s she was she- would ha\'e^ dcnie-el it. Even when she 

wa,s at the point of death, when she hiul’looked at him w'ith 
' * 1 
those straiiyi-lv stern e'.'es, Vhen she had hrel no wouls^for 

him, if ho had told,her of that slatfdet she nwist liave und'er- 

•tood. Such an accusation would have-recalled Hfer spirit 
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frim the rriiinti' ri'L'ii'ri it h.el LMin'il. Sh': wmild have 
hw], h,i\'c ivliirih d, h:i'.'- d-ni' .l, 
yii- ri iii^ iiilMT'-d 111-. .'Ll*'!', al III Siciy.a 

Ir^i^s illffi-rciil 1)( 't 'T' ^ had S'■'■I yd t'l him ill Sicilv^^ Whih' 
Ivs had L'S’ii .'UVifN' III h.iivlaii'l sli ■ hail siilj^E' clia^^d. II'' 

had n'*ti(‘''d it (Uli'M','. And. I hat iiisdit iu Sicilv, ^vll'.'Il h'' 
Ins y.rii^, Ji'I'.t' h-' had (.Titd ! 

Ini'^^she dri' il lila' tliat 

•Xl.’^uii till' 1 1 'mhI rush'll a. hi-, racs-. If it wrri' tBiii;! If 

his (Jiadj^ifi' half r'all'.' lala ii a iD'-s rl If --the terribl*' 
date llumcd, as if written iii lire, liidmi- liis Tniiid. 

* X’li's''Ji'imiirjs ! t 

III' sVhm^I sti|\ A iii'-inmv liad^ari'i'^ti'd his aeti\'it\a the 
niemeir^' "f ^is itni. i rsal i<in 's.ilh 1 h'- nurse esh' ii In- wisli,;d 
to take hi'm\ i fe "lit (,f Kmii'', 1 e W' '.'1110 t liat si.nie ee|,s mi ist 
elajise U'fnre llie Imih "f lie' i+nl'l, Sh'- had said tlie 
ji^iriiey Tvvas* in i| M IS ,il il'', and ih'- lenl siU'l. 'EvaTvIhine is 
quite normald If till' elill'l that Was lle'ii akoUt to 1 ^- Iml'n 
had i^eeii his, and if e'\ er\'l fiine had iTeen quit'- normal, tle-n 
sjn^i a joiirnev as h'- hail |ii'i'|iieed N'.onld not ha\a_' ke,'n 

lm| 11 issil lie. lie liad felt US if ih'' llHI'-.e NMIS' trmiiq to de- 

eeiye liim.^lfe had e\-, n^dmoU said Ml. IJis instinct had 
led I nn rivhl. He was sure of h now, suddenly sure- of it. 
Nurse Jeiinmes had kno\',n 1 n fore.^loiev liefore. when tlie 
chftrt must^ie liorii, and ' le' had I.' Jfct. him in iyiioranee. She 
had In it dared tii t ell him. * 

I^e tund'd sliarjiK', Went mit eif the' lilirar;*, Irara-rsed the 
e/reen itf id reft (1 rawing-room and lie- ad loimn v ehami e-r, and 
came'n to | he hall. .\s he w a', al loiit to yo do\e n the i^'issaye 
tei the' ria'ht, in si arch of N'uro' ,Ti nninys, whose bedroom was 
theTe, he- he.'Lrif a sl|eU^jj^^^|^nnd*stojq)ed. Some one was 
'In se-rtinify liileliki v into his f»on^ door. He stood faeiny 
tin' <^<»e>r. The k,e'| t nrniyt,'i he ddor openeel inrvards, and 
C'-sare' Carellb*^ieid before him. nab', hard, resolute, with 
AjuifTineJiiny eyes, the eye.s of a man deve'ured by jmiqrose, 
liy the ele.sper^ite'ye ^ 1 t'l ant. 

When he saw S'/ ’I'l leodiire' he showed no surprisi^. He 
dr('\\ the*key out of the keyhoE ami shut the door Ijehind 

hi^y •' 

fhe two mt-n etood'for a rnonier*t face to face in 
silence. 
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‘ How did yon yet p(Osrssi(;n of tho koy of my dfuor ? ’ 

Last said Sir 'I’ln inLjrr. 

'* \'yur \\ ifi- ya\s- il ti I mss’ 

' II ' ' ' 

‘ (.)ii tty nisdil txfi.ri' viiuVl all'■(! fi'i' isns'' snd lastVear.’ 
Tfr [iaUM'<l. Sir Till' mImO- I'Hiki'd at liiiji iii Ilia oyrs, and 

li'' '■( ,iil lliilad III a I ov , I'l.i D i ' 

' W’c IijkI li' / iT iliiiiiia'' laa' tia r at \’illa a?i dii'i. I 6i;o**;!ht 
hiT hori*"-. Slia Lsa\(' iii<‘ Ilia ka\- llial J mi'dit ''Im'-h thrak'or. 
And I lia\'a k' jit it a\ ( r sinaa.’ ' A 

11a laid Ilia ki-\' i|"\\n Mil l||(‘ liall lakks 
‘■'I'lial ’s a Ih'd aaid Sii''I'll'MilMi-ay '1 \'. aa la i '' I hat iii'dn’ 

‘ I kllMVI. . 1 1 . IV aal' ' |l ! 

‘ M vsif'' was at Im'Iii'-, I \iailail h' r I'l"' ii and heard hiT 

sh ('Iiina liafori■ [ ' III t' I 1" 1.’ 

‘ Nm. Sh'- \^ as i I h n ' 111 I li'- LSI I'l I' II "f \’illa Madiei till 


Inn Inindit.’ 

' I haaT'l har slaapina,' 

A Inaik nf (ainl'ilijl "f W;tS it ) i i f}' ? - ll 1 1 t ad niTaSS 
('asar'-'s fan'-, 

' ItacaiiM' \s 111 lliMiiLdil sh'' lull I 1"',' In' sank 

‘ ^'MU oVl''' I" sa\- ? 

‘ T ('ani'' 111 NS il h In r I Iial iiiidil 

' "N Mil-’ Sir 'I'l n Ml ImI'm n lad' ■ a slEdi t in ms 1 in lit f< 'r wal'd, 

cliaaks'd liims' lf, ami sic d still, 

' Assail 1 st’d'l'i' \vill. 1 'iiil's sla'S''! a f'‘W niinuti', 

'Fhara ^^as an ll ni n l 0 a I, a1'k ‘ aa''' hi i .f lllilh ili’tlla voio', 
That, and lln- 11 m'X | " '-I' 1 1 m ss "f tin' last W''rds, i‘'‘idanth' 
rnai la yn Sir 'I'l n '" h 'is ■ an i n in i' ii'.' ■, ami I' rii' '!< ■, in i[*ir' ksiMn, 
'I'll'' man \'. li" CMiild sa',' that, in that was a man of 

truth. 

‘ .''■lia did 11 "! wish V'lii t'l a 'lE'' in ? ’ ^ 

‘ Sin - dill iimI wish im i'm ci mii* I'l, t" In*, w it h har Ihat-n'fllit.' 

Sir 'riii'MilMia h'ssitatad, with his aA’i s ari»"vs tixad iipMii 
(’asara. Litth; dro] (s of .s\M at hurst Milt Mil his fMr.ynaad, 
']h\n'a ha Mp'in d Ills Ii|)s ainl did not sp'nk. At laiiyth, 
with a dilliaiilt affart. In- said ; ^ 

‘ \\ flat ha\'a You coma hara for no\v ? It is not to see her. 
She is daail.’ 

‘ I have come to akaim my childf 

Again the silence fell between them.*' In it there t<x»k 
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place a fearful rrsnmefion. 'Hi'' jv.trntial fathrr, striekdi 
do^n ^n*Sir 'L’le odorf fm- tin' rnoiivnt Ip," the illiiass air«l 
Ilf Diiliii'i'S, ruse ;yi )[ friiiii th^' !• at tl\i' las^v/iil^, 
Myp^'lnld, \\iUi ;ui alimiit wikM" a .t ik ni' i(> ii|i''ii 

ftiid mak'.“ aiw < 1 id 'd tha in.iii v.lio had ^ 1 1 i' I'lin. 
raye fif piisbias.ajji tiKil. Ii.'ld iipiiii liiiii. ir^' liad ]iiA 111'.' 
^ pii'it \\ ajf^ h '111 to h".a lie* idiild '! W a-^ Ii'' 

t(f>*Hp*lrft pMth * 111.1 y At Mi ll Illi.lil.-ld ho Il'i |..|IL"' !■ 
d*b;ftrd the '“eaidul . |iiiol a .ii. Ifo ii.> h.iie.r a^lo 4 liimalf 
wlliHler^?^ niit»tll*' ■■hild ■.^a^ hi- I d'ho child had lie ii h-ini 
ill Ills Inline, Ilf hi-\s ife, and d dn >iild I >'■ ins. 1 fc a , nild cl' im' 
* ftis M'ai’s til laduT'iii'c >(11111* 1 1 i s i a 11 n 1 I' i r. as' .i*. 1 fc v\. iii!. (*i i. .t 

arctic, •list I II (" sea. Ifc 'S . .11 1 'I r- 11. 1 aial Ic \'.'.ilM In.Id. 

, * ■ • * 

The eiillil ^I'.iltd '.'.Ml him a-. fallnV. ll.' ■.'."illd take tli'- 

L'liild tn I'diLdalhl, I.r<»t') ■ . ,iii'-*dl d an t lainl, '.slnr.- im e\'il 


tianciie^ \\' .nid . . r \'.hi |. r a '^iiild as 1.. hi- |iat.riiil \-. 

E\'eii the fitia- of j.al'Ills'.' ainl of 1 1 n 11.1 1 1 a M.. 11 '.ink aaa'.' at 
that nioTiicnt froii| his Inarl. h,'. . n I )o|or' s \sas fo-g^rot I .n. 
Fs'ijpv otli'T f'cliiic v. ,i . I r,fiii| ik d do'.’, ii hy lie d. I - rminal imi 

^1 l*kt'''] I ] lossessn . 11 of Ml'' '' 111 I' I. 

He took ii[i till- lalelil,. ,n.d put il inlo he pock' t. 

\ oil tffjk like a iiia.^iiaii, In' said. nni-l ask \'ou 

to ^1.’ 

Cesaris st'iod ki.ikllic at Inni. 

oil ffiiist ci\'e tip my ehil.].’ ' 

‘Co.’’ 


H )o \'oTm\'arit c\'id( ne.' Y I w.n, \^ It li \'oin \s'l f.- at < tl'-s'tmo 
Rornatfi^ I o n’t he iiicht ..f flic tw. iiK'- .. e. .nd ..[ ki-t .Sn pi ciuIk r, 
tlie ^Ipht MolTtcI.rtlllo l-.llk d lllllla lf tin 1'.'.’ 

‘ tio ! ’ rep.'at I d .'sir ddn^ .11' .O'. 

But Cesare drc\v-i* 4 |i^j^jl^ I .■r-^asc mid took from it a 
fuldetl /.fji'ct of not. pap.'i'. t , 

‘ it Voti d'.r ii'.^'l I'll' '\'e yn* look ;ft Mi.d .’ 

He If^hi tt.^r, 1- Sir Thi.'odori.' Ihiin'css M aiieclli's in ite ol 
U'arr’IiiiLt to Dolor, s. 

• ‘ Youf SNife bciit*that to 111,' dll'. ,'* 11 '.' ,-h<' r. ,'<'i\', ,.l it. Yi.m 
will see that slie h^is wrilt.'ii soiin' \v,ir,ls on it.’ 

S^r T lji'odore nad tin' not.- ajnl t,..re it u[). 

'"t5^! ’ he s^i,d. • ' 

AYu must j^ive up mV cliil,!.’ 

I sflall Cat part -jv-ith the cliild.’ 



5f)S TliijE FRUITFl VINE 

‘ Do you still believe the child is yours ? ’ 

.Sir Thividore cli-ii(di( <l his h;ui(_ls, 

‘ f.s^'dl imt part vitli fhe (diild,' Iv' reiterated, doygedly. x;. 
*1 \s\.ha\v it 1 ’ said hrsare. 

A wi(;kVl liiok i;aini‘ info liis face. 

‘ Sh<' to'ik me and throw iiio' H\\ay, as i f i;i •al niy luvi? were 
,niithinLa’ In- said; amt iinw his \ c'.ici', t*, as ,siiak(<ri tla^ 
nieiiiory of hi^ wtitis' b"ik d up in hiin. ‘[If she hfarii^’d 

I don’t !-now nlial I shiaild ha\c jlouc. 11 'e dilliisilt f,,r 

,a man to liaht aoairist a \vonian. Hut slie ’e goith, am) we 
rm ri are left. Ih fore sle; went she ea\e a elnld to^^e;—to 
rr?e.''' Ilis a'oiee suddenly rose, .•u*d h- stihek his bresisl 
N’ioknlK'. ‘Not to \'oii. l»'\oii h'ai’ ? /\nd 1 dl ha\'e 

c ' ^ f 

what she pa\'e nu;, \\hat helonas to me.’ v 

Tie mo\ed foiasard \'ioli nlh', thsn .stood still. 

.\h ! ’ ho said. f 

He lo<iI;(d down H|S' pas'-aea' on ilio risdil. d’hoi-o was A 
sliedit laislliny soiiial and Niirs.' .foimines a[ip'-ari d, dri sMal 
to go a\\ay. Ih fore shf eoiild s[M'ak t'esare wa.s ljesi(kpher, 
and had soized In r by I Iw arm. , 

‘ Voii knew ! .'s||o (old you ! ' ho said. ' Tell him \sho i.s 

the fatli< r of tin;child.’ '• , 

Nurse .Joiiiiinys hioheil .at ,Sii' Tin oihirc ^\i^llout .spoak.iriL'. 
Under the stoady eyos of t ho wonia'n, eyos that were still 
red ^'.ith we( pirig for !us load s'.ifo, s(im'thing \\\thin Iti'm 
Seemed to (aflajise. All the dogaodm ,ss molted, w.<vs swept' 
awav, under a doiroiit of eom. lelion, of humilla'^ion, oh 

- t. ^ 

despair. He folt impotent, no more a man, ineap.a''],' rif, 
flirt her .assert ion of aii\' ris''lil - if In- possessed'it-’-iineajfnble 
of an\’ striiggh-S of any f iirt In r i' su] aiiCis. His h<. ad dropp'-'d. 
He looked siiddoiiK' years'. A lov.^ 

An eloetrie In II sounded. Vti'tlnio aprn arod,'star/ng with 
his anxioiis iw< s. H e wcfit to thei/ii’iit (f n(f and opeimd it. 
Meeh anieally Sir Tin odoie looked U[i and sa’^y.'n the''thres- 
hold Lad\' Sarali. Slo\\]y he \\eiit to her and'took her Jiaiid.. 
Holding it tightly In.' turnVd towards ttn; nar",e and Cysare. • 

‘ Iwt her hike tin' child!’ he,said in _a hdid, unsteady 
voici'. 'If she will—hst her—let her—she hms'toH me— 
she told me, yesterday‘-she* cares very mtch for ’V.Hle 
children.’ ‘ ‘ 

He dropped Lady Sarah’s hand, and I^fHthepr. Hi went 
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into the*dcad \voman’s roum, and sank d<*>wn on tiie'sofu. 
He Iflt tcrrildy tired, iinieli..'d. 

R‘ny he sat Hr re nliinc- Ir*' did net know. Ihit 
^ri^ejrtly he heard a kfluek. It \iAs ri iti rat'd, Itut^ie did 
not Bt'fily t<_) i^. Airl at last*tlr' rloor was ojyhiai and 
Xurse^ Jennirffps’^vtiiiL' in. She shut the^door ’!tehind iier 
and to 1 1 ^ 1 *^ if,It. 

‘ SlI»j^'o,lu»e J >rtr eaid. 

'l.T^elid n#t spe*ik or I'^ik uj). 

• S^r Th. odore 

Slje sa^^ow^t \'i ry ri'-.ir to him. 

‘ I an 4 y'oii|o u\'.ay, bu^ I eniildii't yo without speaking to 

‘ Wilt ah'- t.dVi- till' ehil^l ? ' hi» "’Sid, witir lilt moN ing or 
lookiiufat h«r. " E sir' eniiey to l:d,'' tho elnld ? 

Yes, I think she Slie feoes little ehildreii.’ 

He shn'cis'd. ^ * 

Tlr-n—tlr'ii llrTo 's irilliino nrire to sav,’ 

‘Yes, tlrie 's jn'»t this. ^ I dnii't w:int to hurt viiiitluit I 
nn ^sU say it, 1' or 1 fee] 1 owe it to Ir r. All Ihi^ has eoiir; 
rJiout beijausi.' she hos il you too inui'h, mori.- than a man 
d'.'serves to trs Ioe<‘d, 1 think, and you’ll foi'uu'e nio ! ’ 

‘•T.oved Uie Loij mirdiU’ he iiiulteii.d. ‘•LeWed me too 


muel# ! ’ , 

‘Yes. .^ne niedit, wlrii you w i*- li\iny at Eraseati, I 
NVa?*alorie with Ir r Ir l'-, and sir- ^ild ini - ai^md as told 
m'. She h:id l^'cti ]il;Lyiny th'- pi:mo, uiri sho '|mt'' broke 
^ ’^'s' alwiivs Ir ('ll pn li'irliny,” sSr said. And 
uith, t+ljit slTe erii'd as if Ir r Ir'iu t was ir ar to breaking. 
^\nd it last shi.-'said, “ I want to bas e a child I ” ’ 

Sir Tlreodo^p lifted Nis h'.'id and loiik'.d at the 


nurse. 


* ‘ I said^“ ^^lrly,^vomen want^tlrH.” ” Xot like me,” she 
said.* •“ I can't li^a^ it, ir / li.'U iny a eliild,” s\nd tir n she 
said^ jnia'her \^('e-—well, it ri ally was terrible j tuc<i to 
Jh.tve a» child ! ” And then, presei;tly, she told me — she 
told me —’ , ' • 

Th e voice pf the nurse slr'ok. 

‘ ’ f'^^id Sir Theo(iore. What ? ' 

‘^ne tohd me*she needed the cirild lor you.’ 

‘ For jae r * 
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‘ Yes. She said ; “ Because I haven't >;iven my'hushand 
a child he doesn’t care for me any more.” And last all 
sne.said ; “ He will never care f^r me ayain unless i Ain give 
hini a\liild. He lilame«,me In (einsv, we have no child, «H»; 
doesn’t \iy it, hut In* makei-, me feel it, ei'ery day and fll the 
tmne.” A-id thev she erird aeain, and lei me kimw hoir 

■J 

terrilily she careil for yai, ami lasw terrihl-; ,^e felt it, your 
'■being always with that family. And a', tie; hast 

‘ W hat '! ’ ask'id .Sir Theodore, ju a strange voica’ an 
aivak 'lied voice. _ 

‘ I said, ” I should like to bring it home fti, you? husband 
what he’s made vou suffer.” ’ 

*■ * I 

There vas a long silence. Tlvn tie- nurse got up. 

’She made n'le gi\e mi' jiTomiise nn honiur ne-'ci to ts-ll 
you. ^^’ell, 1 A'e brol'.en it, and 1 hml to. Ami thi,D I will 
say, Sir d'lieodore, that ne\'(’r \ias thbre a man lo'.ad bettsT 
than vou have iMe-n, iior on^- I hat ^uiuh rdo. xl t Im ./av id a 
woman’s love less than }a>u. .And this I -^iill say, too, that 
whate-.a-r she may hai'c dmie t |ie re.-d e, ason of its doing 
was you. Prett}' well all tlm big things women do are done 
for nmn, I believe. l''ooli-.h it ma\' be, but ] sup[iose it ’.s 
human imture. W'e are made so, ami must jmt up with it.’ 

She paused, 'i’ears vo re runn’ng down In r -'Imeks. He 
sat ga'/.ing at. Imr without a word. 

‘ CloiHldu'e, .Sir d’he. ^lore.' ^ 

Slie pulled out her handln I'chief. 

W'ith an mffort Im got up. He- did imt ta' e Imr hand, Irit 
she tCHik his. ^ 

‘ I’m sorrvn’ she said. ‘ But I had to tell Vou, j-.mmise 
or no I'-roiiiise. I felt 1 ow ed it to he?.’ *■ 

‘ Yes, \a.ai owed it to Imr.’ 

‘And tlrrough it all, to me^'' ' ’ ' she iieier was bad. 

No, she was geaid right up f-i tlm end. .S|m was, she was I 
‘ She was betteT than I ! ’ he a iswerAl. ^ 

The nurse gripjmd his haiiel and !> ft him. 'V 
As she Went out of the room he- sank down again'rin the 
sofa, and leaned fisrward, with his elboTs on his knees and 
his head in his hands. 

‘ Better than I 1 ’ he repe.',ited. ‘ Better than Idd 

» m' 


TUE END. 
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^fRral ijI .aUial ha j yajiii i ly—dhaaaaa 


OJitalnabtf M nil Booksellers and l ibraries. 

T. UNWIN, 1 Acielphi ^Terrace, London. 




' A Stirring St7jry of the Young Pretender. 




TH^ LONE 
ADVENTURE 

By HALLIWELL SUTCLIFFE' 

* ¥ 


V • 

'■Tl lis brilliant aivl vivid romance ... Is full 
of litc, a'^ti^n, and dc'^pdaite [)orils, ,and' is 
' with the strcng;th, pictures'jurnf'-n, and vipciur, 
which are Mr Sutclitle's own.”—d/a,7 
Ga.:c:U'. 

i 

ft 

“ It is a vif^ornus, Iivel_\ r'smanee, with strcinglv- 
drawn characters and plcn^;>’ oi incident.”—/’a;,V 

t 

<1 * 

"The dcscripti'>ns of T.aninusliire mocirlano'- 
and hills are rxcclleiit, and the st"r)-'holdi^n '^rip 
' C'H the reader fr'sin start to liiiish,'’—M/aci-nneVr 
Courier. 


Obtainable at hll Bookaellers aijd Llbrarlea. 

* • I 

T. FISHER UNWIN. 1 Adeluhl Terrace. London. 




A Brilliant Ronnfnce. 


r^E ^QVSE OF 
'IVIANY - VOICES 

By BERNARD CAPE^ 

6 - 


“ As rT( h:.( 1 a b'rk as anv-’iie can want t'C [farb" 

—Evtnir.* 

^ Mr Ca[ies' liave an immense vitalit\-, 

anri the wi>rl:in^ I'Ht nt the straiiL^e eveaits is 
brilhant. Thir -t\'le ic as r^ways, visahl, [I'jli-heij, 

anil aiTcstiny."—J/Anv;v,^ J.t’a.in'. 

% 

« 

0 “ JV deal of'jriyinality, rw little liumour.” 


Obtainable^! all Bookseller! and Libraries. 

• •. • 

T^^F^BR UNWIN, 1 ‘Adejphi Terrace, London. 



A Realishc Novel of the Congo._ 


THR VOICE OF 
THE FOREST 

By JOSEPH BURTT 

6 /- 

"There i.s no doubt about t'he 'mer!<:s as 

'' H 

descriptive fiction of ‘ The Vcfice of the Forest.’ 
It brings to the eye and far scenes that will nut 
casib' be fijrgutten .''—Merging Lfu.hr. 

"Mr lUirtt's book is not a tale of fictitrovs 
adventure and bloodshed, .such as is generally 
written'^about Alrica bv Oinelists ignor.e t of tlu; 
country. Hidden under tbc imaginative fc-rrn, 
one may find a ' erv a-rcuratc [)it:ture ■of'-gavel.in 

X ' 

Angcda, of the n.itlceo, the wih.l^ anim.ds, the 
ufficiab, the far-off mission statisins, thd hideous 
diseases, and, above all, the eh vm of an ancient 

I 

slavery that broods o',er tlic whede land."—^'Mr 

H. W, NlwNsoN iiv -/oy 


v 

Obtainable at nil B(X)k.seller« I ibrarle*. 

T. FbSHER UNWIN, 1 Adelphl Terrace, l^on. 
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